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O ne of the most prominent aspects of the quiet revolution Tur-
key has been experiencing since 2002 is the paradigm shift in 
foreign policy. The “let live so that the state may live” principle 
which forms the philosophy of our ancient state tradition is now 

at the heart of our foreign policy, as well as domestic policy. We re-opened 
Turkey, which was introverted for many years, to the rest of the world in 
line with its cultural and geographical depth. Thanks to its entrepreneurial 
and humanitarian foreign policy, Turkey has the fifth most comprehensive 
representation network in the world. We have never compromised on justi-
ce, conscience and humanitarian values while defending our nation’s inte-
rests on all platforms.
The new administrative system accelerated the transformation of Turkish 
foreign policy. The Presidential System of Government created new dyna-
mism in our diplomacy by increasing the cooperation, solidarity and har-
mony among the state’s institutions. In this new era, Turkey has started 
to defend its vision for global peace and justice with more determination. 
Turkey’s Presidency of G20 and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
marked the most active years in these organizations’ histories. Turkey star-
ted initiatives and worked effectively on income inequality, the fight aga-
inst terrorism, Islamophobia and cultural racism.
The need for a global structure based on justice and equity is an undeni-
able reality of our times. The established order, the foundations of which 
were laid after WWI and which was fortified after WWII, has not been 
producing justice and stability for a long time. Especially the United Nati-
ons Security Council is locked under the interests of and conflicts among its 
five permanent members. The Security Council has been unable to prevent 
the massacres in Bosnia, Kosovo, Rwanda, Yemen and Rakhine; it has also 
failed to prevent the violent murder of 1 million people in Turkey’s neigh-
boring country Syria. More importantly, some states think that they fall 
outside and above the scope of Security Council resolutions and act reck-
lessly, as we have seen in the case of Palestine and Jerusalem. The ongoing 
instabilities in Palestine, Syria and Yemen re-establish the need for reform 
in the United Nations Security Council.
Naturally, one cannot expect peacebuilding from a structure where 1.7 bil-
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lion Muslims have no say and where the demands of 54 African countri-
es, Latin America and South Asia are disregarded. An institution built on 
injustice cannot establish justice. Turkey has been stating the difficulti-
es posed by the United Nations’ current structure and its need for reform 
with the statement “The world is bigger than 5”. To make a concrete pro-
posal concerning its objections, Turkey proposed a structure which would 
have 20 permanent members who rotate and which would take into con-
sideration criteria such as geography, culture, religion and economic le-
vel. Turkey’s persistent efforts have made reforms a more prominent item 
on the agenda. Especially African and Asian countries wronged by the 
system have given much more support to Turkey’s call. We believe that 
this synergy will play a critical role in turning the demands for reform 
into reality.
Our call of “The world is bigger than 5” strengthens the hope for a more 
just world at a time when millions of people are struggling with famine, 
shortages and civil wars. We are determined to carry the fight we are figh-
ting on behalf of all victims and aggrieved people to higher levels. We will 
continue our fight until we have a people-focused global system which pri-
oritizes justice and equity.
This book is a compilation of the speeches I delivered mostly abroad as 
the President of Turkey since August 2014 and is a valuable work which 
exhibits Turkey’s justice- and equality-based foreign policy vision. I belie-
ve that this work which marks history and explains the principles of and 
efforts for new paradigms will be a reference book for politicians, researc-
hers and scientists, as well as diplomats.

      

         Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN  
       

The presidential election held on August 10, 2014 is one of the major 
turning points in the political history of the Republican era. The Presi-
dent, who represents the highest office of the state, was elected directly 
by the people for the first time. A new era began in Turkey after this 
election which made the President truly the one who “presides over the 
people”. This era is defined by the strong bonds between the state and 
the people, where the preferences and values of the people play a key 
role in state administration. 

As a President who was elected with 52 percent of the popular vote, I 
have been working to fulfill the promises I made to our people starting 
with my first day in office. Inspired by the compass metaphor by Rumi, 
we firmly planted one foot in Turkey while visiting the world with the 
other one in order to pursue the policies of our country and people at 
the highest level. We never shied away from speaking the truth on mat-
ters that concern my people, my country, my brothers and sisters and 
those who are oppressed and who suffer around the world. Instead of 
the formerly passive and unidimensional understanding of foreign po-
licy, we engaged in active diplomacy by prioritizing the interests of 
our people and country and by raising our voice against injustice. Our 
understanding of foreign policy based on peace, justice and values was 
not rhetorical; it manifested itself in many regions including in Syria, 
Palestine, Iraq, Somalia, the Balkans and Central Asia. As a result of 
our efforts, Turkey is now providing the highest amount of humanita-
rian aid in the world as a ratio of its gross national product. At a time 
when the most developed countries in the world closed their doors to 
victims of war, hunger and terrorism, our country has been hosting 3 
million refugees from Syria and Iraq for the last 6 years regardless of 
their ethnic origin, language or religion.

INTRODUCTION
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These developments took place at a time of major changes in the inter-
national system due to shifting political, economic and sociocultural 
fault lines. While the effects of the 2008 global economic crisis still lin-
ger, poverty, income inequality and competition over energy resources 
are also growing. Policies of intimidation and violence exercised by cur-
rent regimes in many countries such as Syria, Egypt, Iraq against their 
own people cause serious destruction and social unrest. In addition, 
oppression and otherization policies provide fertile breeding ground 
for terrorist organizations. As a result, we see terrorist organizations 
such as Daesh and Al Qaeda extending their global reach to broader 
regions, thereby threatening humanity as a whole. Turkey is a country 
that has to confront the consequences of regional instabilities as well as 
the threats emanating from various terrorist organizations.

In addition to the separatist terrorist organization which we have been 
fighting against for more than 30 years, we now find ourselves conf-
ronted with Daesh and YPG terrorist organizations as a result of the 
civil war and subsequent collapse of state administration in Syria. 
Currently, the most important threat of terrorism against our country 
originates from Syria due to the developments in that country. Since 
2011, hundreds of thousands of innocent people have been massacred 
by the regime in Syria that perpetrates state terrorism against its own 
citizens by using ballistic missiles, chemical weapons and barrel bombs. 
More than 13 million people have had to leave their homes to flee this 
persecution and violence. Similar waves of migration have been origi-
nating from Iraq which has been battling instability and conflict for 
many years. On the other hand, the Palestinian issue which has been 
a bleeding wound in the heart of the Islamic world for half a century 
is the root cause of the tensions and crises in the region. This fire in the 
Islamic geography is spreading by engulfing other countries such as 
Yemen, Libya, Egypt and Somalia

This scale cannot bear this weight

While we are tormented by the images showing the blood of innocent 
people being shed every day, the international system and the internati-
onal organizations do nothing other than simply observe this situation. 
The United Nations where solutions must be devised to such crises is un-
fortunately unable to effectively deal with such instability, terror and 
waves of migration. The United Nations defines itself as “an internatio-
nal organization aiming to provide justice and security, economic deve-
lopment and social equality to all nations and countries” in its charter 
but falls short of fulfilling this objective.

The inability of the United Nations to take action in the face of conflict, 
migration and oppression in the Islamic geography in general and in 
Syria and Iraq in particular, raise questions about the United Nations 
and, more specifically, the Security Council. In fact, this indifference is 
not unique to the present day. The attitude adopted by the United Nati-
ons regarding issues such as the Palestinian issue with a history of 50 ye-
ars has always been criticized. The indifference of the United Nations to 
the massacres during the Bosnian War in the 1990s and its inability to 
prevent massacres in Rwanda go down in history as shameful illustrati-
ons of its incapacity. We can offer more of these negative examples today. 

The events in Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Ukraine show that the existing 
international structure is not capable of achieving justice and finding 
solutions. This assessment is shared by many countries in the world. 
In Turkey, we believe that the current system must change and be rest-
ructured to respond to current needs. For this purpose, we are engaged 
in an effort for the establishment of a more effective structure that will 
contribute to global peace, order and stability. In particular, we de-
mand a fundamental change and a fairer representation with respect 
to the structure of the United Nations Security Council which has the 
power to impose sanctions. 
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“The League of Nations” which was established after World War I co-
uld not fulfill its duties and remained simply a bystander to the pro-
cess that led to World War II; in the same way, maintaining the current 
makeup of the United Nations Security Council may lead to new suffe-
ring and major destruction.

It is impossible for the Security Council to fulfill its founding objectives 
without a restructuring that takes the current circumstances into con-
sideration. This is because, with its existing structure, the Council does 
not serve global peace and justice, but rather the policies of the 5 per-
manent members. There is no possibility for a decision to be approved 
unless all 5 permanent members agree to it. The permanent members 
of the Security Council come from the Asian, European and American 
continents only. From a religious point of view, it is predominantly 
Christian. Muslims and Buddhists, who are among the major religious 
groups in the world, are unfortunately not represented at the Council. 
Unfortunately, with 56 members making up one third of the world’s 
population, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation has no weight in 
this important mechanism. In terms of origin, some of the leading races 
in the world such as Arabs, Turks, Indians, Indonesians and Africans 
are not represented at the Council at all. The non-permanent members 
who are elected for a period of two years have no say in the decisions 
of the Council.

It is clear that the Security Council can make greater contributions to 
world peace and security if all states, instead of a few, are represented 
and have a say in its decisions. UN reform and the re-composition of the 
structure of the UN Security Council will, no doubt, be possible based 
on an agreement of all countries in the world. As Turkey, we have been 
presenting our proposal for some time and opening it up for discussion 
in all countries. Our proposal regarding changes to the structure of the 
UN Security Council is expressed as “The World is Bigger than 5.” This 

proposal aims at ensuring that the structure of the Council represents 
the continents, faiths, origins and cultures as fairly as possible. We call 
on the number of permanent members of the Council to be increased 
to 20 from 5 with due consideration given to the distribution among 
continents, faiths, origins and other factors. The rotation of these 20 co-
untries may also be considered. This will ensure the participation of all 
countries in the world in this important decision-making mechanism. 
Ensuring decision-making by qualified majority without granting any 
veto powers shall prevent any single country from blocking the whole 
system.

We are also aware that this criticism and the proposal by Turkey tro-
uble some countries that are in favor of the status quo. These circles do 
not wish to change the balance that was established after World War 
I which was transformed into its current form after World War II. Des-
pite major changes in the lives of people and societies and the shifting 
balance of power in the 70 years since then, these circles still want to 
preserve this old and outdated structure for their own interests. Howe-
ver, this system is the underlying cause for many of the current dispu-
tes, clashes and tensions in the world today. Resisting the undeniable 
need for change casts a dark shadow not only over the present day, but 
also over our future.

We must remember that the legitimacy of an international system 
that is incapable of preventing political conflicts and social and eco-
nomic crises will eventually be questioned. In fact, the lack of trust 
in people’s conscience with respect to the United Nations and other 
international organizations undermines the expectations for justice 
and drives millions of people to despair. This lack of trust has beco-
me one of the fundamental sources of international terrorism that 
we face today. The double standard against the oppressed and the 
indifference to the massacre of children provide oxygen to terrorism 
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around the world. Without justice, it is only natural to see insidious 
terrorist organizations flourish. 

As Turkey, we take every opportunity to express this sad truth as pla-
inly as we can. We try to fulfill our duties for mankind not only by 
pointing out the discrepancies in the system and asking for change, but 
also by providing humanitarian assistance. Similarly, Turkey is among 
the greatest contributors to many organizations such as the United Na-
tions, World Food Program and the Development Fund. Our organizati-
ons such as the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TİKA), 
Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) and the Red 
Crescent are able to conduct humanitarian aid missions around the 
globe. We are conducting these efforts with an inclusive approach wit-
hout making any discrimination based on the identity, religion or sect 
of the people we are helping. We expect international organizations 
to act with the same understanding. We will maintain our firm and 
principled stance in order to find sustainable solutions to the problems 
facing mankind. In this context, we will continue to make calls for re-
forming the United Nations, especially the Security Council, so that it 
has a more inclusive and effective structure.

A majority of the countries under the United Nations roof now share 
our view with respect to “The World is Bigger than 5”. We believe that 
being the voice and conscience of mankind will not cause harm to Tur-
key; on the contrary, it will add to our power and reputation. We are 
determined to proceed on this path in the future.

Esteemed leaders of the Muslims of South 
Africa, Distinguished Representatives of 
non-governmental organizations, My Dear 
Brothers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh 
I greet you all wholeheartedly with respect 
and affection. 

I am very happy to be visiting the Repub-
lic of South Africa, the leading country of 

the South African Region and the econo-
mic and commercial powerhouse of Sub-
Saharan Africa, 7 years later. I would like to 
take this opportunity to once again convey 
my gratitude to Mr. Ramaphosa, who has 
invited me and our country as the current 
Chair of the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration to the BRICS Leaders’ Summit. We 
hope to get together with him for a bilate-
ral meeting tomorrow.

We will continue this struggle until 
persecution ends in the world

Dinner with the Muslim Community in South Africa
Johannesburg, South Africa | July 26, 2018 
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We do not, and will not, regard our inter-
national visits as occasions to advance offi-
cial bilateral relations only. These visits are 
also a means of strengthening our coope-
ration and mutual affection with our brot-
hers and sisters and reinforcing our soli-
darity. Wherever we go, we attach special 
importance to meeting with our brothers 
and establishing emotional ties with them 
as much as possible. This is the context in 
which I wanted to meet with you, our So-
uth African brothers, and have a dialogue 
with you. May Allah make this meeting an 
auspicious occasion for the Islamic um-
mah. I would like to thank our esteemed 
guests from all parts of South Africa for ho-
noring this special table. On this occasion, 
I express my heartfelt gratitude to all our 
friends who supported us with their pra-
yers during the June 24 election and sent 
messages after our election victory.

We feel strengthened and heartened by 
the way our brothers and sisters here have 
shared the joy of our citizens. Of course, 
we are aware that the affection, support 
and appreciation that you show also bring 
great responsibility. We strive to be worthy 
of the appreciation of not only our nation 
but also of you, our brothers. As long as Al-
lah blesses us with good health and ability, 
we will continue to work for the welfare, 
peace and well-being of all Muslims and 
humanity. We will resolutely continue our 
struggle for rights and justice that has be-
come our flag with the motto “The World is 
Bigger than 5”. It is with this intention and 
objective that we stand by the people from 
Africa, Palestine, Bosnia, Syria, Arakan and 

Turkistan. We will continue this struggle 
until persecution ends in the world, the in-
nocent start smiling again, and the victims 
no longer shed tears

We increased the number of our 
embassies in Africa from 12 to 41

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

For the last 16 years, Turkey has been 
trying to improve its cooperation with the 
African continent. We have taken many 
steps towards this goal. We declared 2005 
the Year of Africa and started a new era in 
our relations with the African continent. 
This was followed by two Turkey-Africa 
Partnership Summits held respectively in 
Istanbul and Malabo, the capital of Equa-
torial Guinea. We also organized meetings 
with Muslim leaders from different eth-
nic and sectarian backgrounds who come 
from different corners of the African con-
tinent. In this process, we also increased 
the number of our Embassies across the 
continent from 12 to 41. The number of 
Embassies representing African countries 
in our country has increased from 10 to 
33. We serve our brothers and sisters thro-
ugh the work of TİKA (Turkish Coopera-
tion and Coordination Agency), Yunus 
Emre Institute, Turkish Religious Affairs 
Foundation and the Maarif Foundation in 
all corners of Africa, including South Af-
rica. 

We now have more opportunities than 
ever before to strengthen our ties with the 

countries on the African continent and 
our brothers and sisters living in these 
countries. Praise be to Allah; the number 
of Africans visiting our country is increa-
sing every year. Hundreds of thousands of 
our African brothers and sisters travel to 
the holy lands and many other countries 
through Turkey. They thus find the oppor-
tunity to visit Istanbul, the cradle of civi-
lizations and a favorite subject for many 
poets, and to get to know our country 
much more closely. I know that some of 
our brothers in this room have also been 
our guests and visited Turkey on different 
occasions.

Here, I would like to underline a specific 
point. Being brothers requires being infor-
med about each other. If we do not know 
about each other’s troubles, problems and 
joys, our brotherhood remains in name 
only. We are Muslims to the extent that we 
act as brothers. That is why Allah instructs 
“believers are but brothers” regardless of 
their color, language, nation, and ethni-
city, and our Prophet (pbuh) likens belie-
vers to “interlocking bricks”. The struggle 
of the Ottoman scholar Ebubekir Efendi 
until his last breath is a struggle for brot-
herhood as well as for knowledge, science 
and wisdom. 

In this context, I attach great importance 
to every occasion that increases our con-
tact, brings us together, and strengthens 
our brotherhood. God willing, I believe 
that solidarity between Turkey and the 
Muslims of South Africa will increase 
much more in the future. I think that we 

have significant ground for cooperation 
with you, not only on bilateral matters, 
but on a wide range of issues from the 
Jerusalem cause to the fight against Isla-
mophobia and terrorism.

South African Muslims come from a tra-
dition where they dedicate themselves to 
their cause. My brothers here have been 
actively engaged in all matters concerning 
the Islamic world, especially the Palestini-
an issue, for decades. Likewise, in the Syri-
an crisis, South African Muslims did not 
remain indifferent to the suffering of the 
oppressed, even if they were tens of thou-
sands of kilometers away. While Western 
countries blocked people on their borders 
with barbed wire fences and turned a blind 
eye to the dead bodies of children washing 
up on beaches, you mobilized every me-
ans available for Syria. You supported the 
fight of our Syrian brothers and sisters for 
rights, justice and freedom to the full, as 
you did when our ancestors were waging a 
struggle for independence a century ago.

Turkey opened its doors to 3.5 million Syri-
an brothers and sisters and stood by their 
side in their most difficult days. In those 
days when Western countries left refugees 
to die in the waters of the Mediterranean, 
we spent over 32 billion dollars from our 
own resources. We have never left the opp-
ressed people of Syria at the mercy of the 
terrorist organizations or the regime that 
practiced state terrorism. God willing, we 
will continue to show solidarity with all 
the oppressed and victims in the world.
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Terrorism and sectarian tensions 
deplete the energy of Muslims

Dear Brothers,

We are going through times that are tes-
ting our brotherhood, sincerity and, of 
course, our prudence on a global scale. 
The Islamic world and Muslim minoriti-
es are faced with extremely difficult and 
complex challenges. Income inequality, 
internal conflicts, poverty, ignorance, po-
litical instability, foreign dependency, lack 
of self-confidence are just a few of these 
problems. However, just as a small insect 
can kill a big tree, the real trouble that in-
ternally depletes the energy of Muslims is 
terrorism and sectarian tensions. Muslims 
must be vigilant against such fitna.

Terrorist organizations designed to ac-
hieve specific goals are using the sacred 
concepts of our religion to murder the 
innocent, attack mosques and kill people 
during Friday prayer. Launched by certa-
in powers, these purpose-made terrorist 
organizations undermine Muslim brother-
hood and mushroom in different regions 
of the world; once they are found out, they 
are replaced by others. All of them aim at 
Muslims and Islamic brotherhood as their 
target. Al-Qaeda has done nothing but shed 
Muslim blood all over the world, especially 
in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Daesh has 
done the biggest harm to Muslims in Syria 
and Iraq. Likewise, organizations such as 
Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab have prima-
rily targeted Muslims. 

In our country, organizations such as FETO 
and the PKK are nothing but hotbeds of evil 
that murder our brothers. FETO has a lar-
ge presence here in the Republic of South 
Africa, second only to the United States. 
FETO has dealt the biggest blow to Islam 
using Islam as a pretext. They are the ones 
who martyred 251 brothers and sisters 
on the night of July 15 and bombed our 
Parliament and the Presidential Complex. 
Some members of this terrorist organizati-
on settled in America, Europe and here. We 
cannot make our friends understand these 
facts. Therefore, we expect special support 
from you, our brothers. Do not be fooled by 
these terrorists. 

In our view, there can be no distinction bet-
ween terrorist organizations. In our view, 
the identity of either the oppressor or the 
victim is of no significance. Just as we op-
pose dictators who shed the blood of the-
ir own citizens, we are also against these 
herds of murderers who shed the blood of 
fellow Muslims in the name of religion. We 
must be vigilant against the evil plots of 
these organizations whose main purpose 
is to set us against one another. As Muslim 
scholars and opinion leaders, you have gre-
at duties in this regard. We must not allow 
them to lead our young people, who are our 
future, astray; we should not allow them to 
exploit their feelings, expectations, resent-
ments and anger.

In this context, the experiences of South 
African Muslims are very valuable. You 
fought against the racist Apartheid regi-
me in this country for years. You provided 

the strongest support to the South African 
freedom movement, both financially and 
spiritually. For this reason, you lost many 
scholars and sons like Imam Abdullah Ha-
ron as martyrs. You are in the best position 
to know how the struggle for rights, free-
dom and justice should take place. Since 
1994, as proud Muslims of this “rainbow 
country”, you co-exist peacefully with 
members of other religions. You should 
never allow this to be harmed. In particu-
lar, you should never allow the disease of 
racism and discrimination to infiltrate the 
Muslim community. 

In our faith, a person’s skin color, race, lan-
guage, tribe or region never makes him 
superior to others. The only measure of a 
believer’s superiority to another believer 
is piety. As Muslims, it is essential that we 
all have this sensitivity. As before, South 
African Muslims should continue to be 
strong and active in politics, commerce, 
the economy and civil society. It is very im-
portant that the support you extended to 
the anti-Apartheid struggle is well-known 
and appreciated by future generations. You 
must maintain this struggle and the spirit 
it originates from.

Never be fooled by FETO’s 
discourse or disguise

Dear Friends,

It is easy to distinguish the lemon in a bas-
ket of eggs; what is difficult, however, is to 
tell the oval stone apart from the eggs. This 

is possible only with foresight and pru-
dence. A Muslim will never be stung again 
through the hole he was stung once. As a 
country fighting separatist terrorism for 
the last 34 years where tens of thousands 
of people lost their lives, we are very sen-
sitive in this regard. We warn all of our 
brothers about the painful experiences we 
have gone through. We do not want any of 
our brothers to pay the price we have had 
to pay. 

Turkey’s biggest ordeal in recent years is 
the attempted coup that took place on the 
night of July 15, 2016. This incident is one 
of the greatest betrayals in the history of 
our nation. I know that our brothers and 
sisters in South Africa were shedding tears 
for us and praying for Turkey’s salvation 
throughout that night. I also know very 
well that our brothers convened after the 
coup attempt and extended their support 
to me and my country with the declarati-
ons that they issued. In your presence, I 
would like to express my gratitude to all 
South African Muslims for their solidarity. 
Our nation will never forget your loyalty 
and support.

As you all know, the organization behind 
this bloody attempt is the Fethullahist 
Terrorist Organization FETO. Enemies of 
Islam are pulling the strings of this organi-
zation which has infiltrated the state and 
Turkish society by using concepts such as 
service, patronage, education, dialogue 
and charity for 40 years. The first signs of 
hostility from this organization against us 
and our country began to emerge with our 
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“one minute” attitude in Davos. After this 
incident, the organization tried to overt-
hrow us by using every method possible 
by means of its militants deployed in sta-
te institutions. When this attempt failed, 
they directly plotted a coup. The ringleader 
of this organization who resides in Penns-
ylvania ordered the coup. Those who fired 
bullets on our nation on the night of July 
15 were uniformed terrorists who sold the-
ir souls to the charlatan in America who 
they regard as Mahdi. 

These terrorists live across 160 countri-
es. They want to infiltrate positions of go-
vernment in those countries by using the-
ir educational activities as a disguise. We 
are aware that FETO is trying to gain the 
support of Muslims in the Republic of So-
uth Africa, especially through educational 
institutions. As your brother, I would like 
to ask you to exercise caution. Never be 
fooled by FETO’s discourse or disguise. De-
ception and lies are the tools they use most 
comfortably. If there are any Muslims who 
send their children to their schools, the so-
oner they save their children the better. Let 
me say this clearly: it is essential that you 
keep your distance from the organization 
and its institutions to protect an authentic 
understanding of Islam and the future of 
Muslims in this country. The President and 
administrators of the Maarif Foundation 
are accompanying us on this visit. Maa-

rif Foundation carries out many activiti-
es here. God willing, these activities shall 
bear fruit and save our children from the 
terrorist organization. 

In Turkey, despite all the pain and betrayal 
we have suffered, we continue our fight 
against this organization through lawful 
means. We have taken necessary steps to 
close the seditious institutions of this orga-
nization in South Africa; we will continue 
with these efforts. I expect you, my brot-
hers, to be vigilant against this structure 
and never to lend credence to them. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
once again thank you for honoring this 
table of friendly conversation with your 
presence. I especially urge you to visit 
Turkey, prefer Turkey for the education of 
your children, and participate in the activi-
ties of our institutions here. I wish to meet 
each and every one of you again on diffe-
rent occasions in the future.

May Allah make our brotherhood, love and 
solidarity eternal. May Allah protect Africa 
and our African brotherhood.

I say: NKOSI SIKELEL’ AFRICA. God bless 
Africa!

Stay safe, be well and may Allah be with 
you.

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Repre-
sentatives of nations and international or-
ganizations, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to extend my heartfelt gree-
tings. I am delighted to be here as the cur-
rent Chair of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation. I would like to thank the host 

of the summit, Mr. Ramaphosa, the Presi-
dent of South Africa, for his invitation and 
hospitality. 

My attendance in the summit as President 
of Turkey constitutes the first high-level 
contact between BRICS and Turkey. We 
consider the summit an opportunity to de-
velop cooperation between BRICS and Tur-

The increasing weight of
emerging economies must be taken 

into consideration by the system

BRICS Plus Meeting
Johannesburg, South Africa | July 27, 2018 
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key. Turkey would like to work with the 
BRICS countries especially in the fields 
of the economy, trade, investment and de-
velopment. We believe we can establish 
cooperation between our institutions in 
Turkey and the BRICS New Development 
Bank and Business Council. We hope that 
the ongoing membership negotiations 
between our Ministry of Treasury and Fi-
nance and the BRICS New Development 
Bank will be concluded in a short time.

We can combine the work conducted se-
parately by the BRICS and Turkey for the 
purpose of establishing a new internati-
onal credit rating agency which will act 
more fairly and impartially. We would 
also like to advance our existing coopera-
tion with BRICS countries in the field of 
energy.

Our country was invited to this session 
in its capacity as the current Chair of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
Summit. Today we are here to represent 
not only Turkey but all Muslim countries 
which are members of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation. There is a real 
need for further cooperation between the 
OIC and BRICS. South-South Cooperati-
on processes may be helpful within this 
framework in order to ensure greater 
justice in the world. We also see benefit 
in seeking opportunities for cooperation 
between the Islamic Development Bank 
and the BRICS New Development Bank, 
particularly to support Africa’s develop-
ment efforts.

Our world is going through trying times. 
In recent years, we witnessed together 
the deep wounds inflicted on humanity 
by wars, terrorist attacks, economic crises 
and natural disasters. The current global 
system does not satisfy anyone except a 
happy minority whose interests are pro-
tected. Recent history is marked by re-
curring economic crises in almost every 
decade. It is impossible for the existing 
structures to remain unchanged and con-
tinue without adapting to the times. The 
increasing weight of the emerging econo-
mies must be taken into consideration by 
the system. We are carefully watching the 
role BRICS intends to play in South-South 
cooperation.

Turkey is among the leading countries 
in the world in the field of development 
aid which is the most important element 
of South-South cooperation. Last year, we 
were among the top countries in this res-
pect thanks to 8.2 billion dollars in offici-
al development aid. Turkey by far provi-
des the biggest amount of humanitarian 
aid. In all categories, Turkey provides the 
highest amount of aid as a ratio of its na-
tional income. Today, we host more than 
4 million refugees, including 3.5 million 
from Syria and Iraq. Where many develo-
ped Western countries put up barbed wire 
fences to stop the refugees, Turkey spent 
32 billion dollars for them. Furthermore, 
development was a core priority on the 
G-20 Agenda during Turkey’s G-20 Presi-
dency in 2015. On June 4, we inaugurated 
the United Nations Technology Bank for 
Least Developed Countries. 
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It is very important that Africa has been se-
lected as the main theme of the 10th Summit 
of BRICS. Our country’s direct investments 
in Africa exceed 6 billion dollars. The pro-
jects we have implemented in Somalia since 
2011 are an important example demonstra-
ting our approach to the African continent. 

I am especially pleased to attend this sum-

mit to meet you and discuss new coope-

ration opportunities. Once again, I would 

like to express my gratitude to the host of 

the Summit, the Republic of South Africa. 

Distinguished President of the United Nati-
ons General Assembly Mr. Lajcak, Distingu-
ished Ambassadors, Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards. I am very pleased to welcome 
you to the Presidential Complex, home of the 
nation, on the occasion of the 10th Conferen-
ce of Ambassadors. 

I hope that this conference which began yes-
terday will be beneficial for our country, na-
tion and diplomatic circles. I would like to 
welcome our foreign guests and thank them 
in advance for their valuable contributions to 
the conference. I congratulate the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, the distinguished minister 

and his team.

Some people shoot their 
strategic partner in the foot

10th Ambassadors Conference | Ankara | August 13, 2018
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As you know, we had a very busy agenda 
with respect to our domestic and foreign 
policy since I began serving as president. 
In accordance with the pledge I made to 
the nation at the election rallies, I strive 
to be a president who keeps his word and 
works diligently instead of sitting in his of-
fice. Our efforts are aimed at enhancing our 
country’s influence in international affairs 
while we also pay close attention to issues 
at home in all 81 provinces of our country. 
In the last four years, a total of 113 foreign 
visits including state visits, working visits 
and summit meetings were organized. We 
sought ways to extend the scope of our coo-
peration especially with African and Latin 
American countries with whom we traditi-
onally had limited relations. Likewise, we 
received visits from 60 heads of state, 50 
of which were official state visits. We suc-
cessfully hosted many high-level meetings 
in our country such as the G-20, World Hu-
manitarian Summit, D-8 and the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation Summits.

I had an opportunity to meet our distin-
guished ambassadors numerous times on 
the occasion of these summits and during 
my visits. However, the Ambassadors Con-
ference has a special place. Now a traditi-
on, this meeting is a crucial platform that 
convenes our ambassadors under the same 
roof for consultations where the current 
state, roadmap and future of Turkish dip-
lomacy are discussed, and decisions are ta-
ken based on your collective wisdom. The 
conference also provides a valuable oppor-
tunity to broaden our vision with respect 
to the current state, future and success of 

our international relations. This year’s me-
eting is even more significant because it is 
the first conference since the adoption of 
the presidential system of government.

Turkey adopted a presidential model of go-
vernment, thankfully through democratic 
means, that many renowned Turkish poli-
ticians such as Özal, Erbakan, Türkeş and 
Yazıcıoğlu only dreamed of. The presiden-
tial system is the most appropriate model 
that befits our history and culture as well 
as our nation’s expectations and, of course, 
our country’s needs. Our nation will never 
witness shameful bargains like the Güneş 
Motel incident, suffer undue tension or 
deal with instability caused by the system 
ever again. In fact, discussions pertaining 
to such previous concerns did not arise 
since the vote on June 24th determined a 
new path for our country. On that day, our 
nation cast its vote to determine both the 
legislative and the executive path for our 
country. 

Our nation deserves praise for implemen-
ting this change through the ballot box and 
by putting democratic rules into action. 
This historic change that could have led to 
tension, polarization and bloody clashes 
in other regions of the world was adopted 
with a celebration of democracy in Turkey. 
In this respect, the referendum on April 
16 and the elections on June 24 reflect the 
maturity of Turkish democracy. This ma-
turity was attained after weathering many 
storms and passing many tests in the last 
16 years and it sets an example to the who-
le world.

We cannot let anyone block  
the system

Distinguished Ambassadors,

No matter how perfect the system is, its 
success or failure is determined by the 
human factor. No system is successful if 
it disregards people. No model can achie-
ve its goals if it does not motivate people. 
Without a doubt, the bar of success with 
respect to the new system of government 
will also be determined by the human fac-
tor. The smooth functioning of the presi-
dential system of government is possible 
only through a mutual understanding and 
shared ideals that we must establish at all 
levels of our state administration from the 
bottom to the top. Everyone, including all 
civil servants, supervisors, experts, direc-
tors, governors and ambassadors must 
work in excellent coordination with each 
other in order to achieve the vision for a 
great and strong Turkey. In this regard, we 
shall not tolerate institutional ambitions, 
conflicts or inefficiency due to unfounded 
concerns or lack of coordination.

In the presidential system of government, 
the personnel are as important as their su-
periors. The duty of the workers who ma-
intain our roads is as critical as that of a 
governor. The role of guards who sacrifice 
a good night’s sleep for the security of our 
citizens is as significant as that of a gene-
ral manager. The job of our personnel who 
undertake various duties at the chancery 
building is as indispensable as that of an 
ambassador. Regardless of their status, po-

sition or title, all personnel working for the 
state must have the same dedication and 
sense of duty to serve. We cannot let anyo-
ne block the system or slow it down. Wit-
hout a doubt, ensuring this performance is 
primarily the duty of the senior staff wor-
king at state institutions. The new system 
requires senior staff to undertake much 
greater responsibility than they did before. 
In particular, this means greater responsi-
bility for our ambassadors who represent 
the state and the office of the president in 
their countries. 

As the children of a great country and a 
great nation, you fulfill your responsibi-
lities successfully in the countries where 
you are stationed. You take part in various 
diplomatic efforts in line with the foreign 
policy vision of our state and government. 
You successfully represent our state heri-
tage dating back thousands of years as well 
as the foreign affairs traditions that form 
an integral part of our established practi-
ces. You enhance our country’s position in 
the countries and international instituti-
ons you serve in with diplomatic finesse. 
On behalf of my country and nation, I wo-
uld like to thank each and every one of you 
for your hard work.

As ambassadors, you played a very impor-
tant role in Turkey’s international victories 
in recent years in support of the firm and 
dedicated efforts of the government. A sta-
te without a robust foreign service cannot 
be expected to have weight in internatio-
nal relations. In this respect, our country 
has competent and qualified foreign ser-
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vice personnel who follow developments 
in Turkey and elsewhere closely and have 
an intrinsic understanding of the ancient 
values that define our country. I am well 
aware of the strengths and competencies 
of our diplomats, including their experien-
ce, self-confidence and many other superi-
or qualities. To be honest, I believe that we 
have not been able to utilize this potential 
as well as we should. God willing, we ex-
pect you to achieve even greater success in 
the future. 

Fluctuations in the exchange 
rate have no economic basis

Dear Friends,

Events in recent weeks remind us of the 
saying, “we do not need a guide when the 
village is in sight”; in other words, no exp-
lanation is necessary when things are as 
clear as day. As in other areas, Turkey is fa-
cing a siege on its economy. It is clear that 
the string of attacks starting with the Gezi 
events, followed by the December 15-25 at-
tempt which then moved to the next level 
with the treacherous coup attempt on July 
15 will continue for some more time. We 
must be better prepared for various types 
of attacks targeting Turkey’s independen-
ce, economic interests, national honor, dig-
nity and character. 

The most significant reason why we faced 
a series of operations in recent years that 
include terror attacks and economic mani-
pulations has to do with the firm position 

we adopted with respect to our national in-
terests. Ever since taking office, we upheld 
and honored what has been entrusted to 
us by the nation. We did not allow mani-
pulations in the political sphere to become 
an instrument of tutelage and we thwarted 
social conflict scenarios by standing shoul-
der to shoulder with our nation. Further-
more, we swiftly unraveled and prevented 
machinations staged through terrorist 
organizations. We did not allow the estab-
lishment of a terrorist corridor along our 
borders under the pretext of fighting Da-
esh in Syria. In the economy, we did not al-
low financial lobbies to fill their pockets by 
exploiting the livelihood of the poor and 
destitute. 

Everyone, friend and foe alike, agrees that 
the fluctuations in the exchange rate have 
no economic basis and that they are, in es-
sence, an attack against our country. Con-
sider the World Trade Organization: how 
can we reconcile recent events with the 
principles of the World Trade Organizati-
on? We cannot accept this fait accompli. 
President or not, a person cannot simply 
wake up one morning and announce tariffs 
on iron and steel. Continuity is paramount 
in international trade. How can one speak 
of any trust in trade relations after recent 
developments? One cannot claim to be a 
strategic partner while shooting that same 
strategic partner in the foot. Furthermore, 
he teams up with the same strategic part-
ner in Afghanistan, Somalia and NATO, 
and then stabs us in the back in this way! 
This is unacceptable! It is impossible for us 
to tolerate these actions.

What we see today cannot be compared 
with the crises in 1994, 2001 or 2007. This 
is a completely different situation. The Mi-
nistry of Treasury and Finance and other 
relevant economic units are taking neces-
sary steps against these attacks and will 
continue to do so. There is no economic 
explanation for the current level of the exc-
hange rate which, in any case, is not susta-
inable. 

The currency will soon go back to reaso-
nable levels in line with the functioning 
of the economy. In this process, we did 
not and will not make any concessions re-
garding the free market economy. No one 
should pay attention to rumors that claim 
otherwise. Some people on social media 
are engaged in an effort to terrorize others 
over the economy. The judiciary has taken 
necessary steps against them and will pur-
sue these matters. We will impose neces-
sary sanctions the moment we catch them 
because they are engaged in treason. We 
will not allow those involved with such tre-
acherous networks to walk freely. 

As I said yesterday, we recognize the game 
being staged. We made our position clear 
by stating that we shall remain firm in this 
context. Furthermore, we continue on our 
journey in other areas with the same de-
termination. What do they say? They are 
talking about some plan C. Confiscating as-
sets… What is the real motivation behind 
making such claims? Do they claim to read 
my mind? Are they fortune tellers? Have I 
made such a statement? These are treache-
rous networks. We will never indulge these 

treacherous networks. We will make these 
speculators pay the price for what they do. 
Not only did we prevent attacks of the tre-
acherous FETO network and the separatist 
terrorist organization who both threaten 
our national security, but we also destro-
yed them in their own hideouts.

We have to go beyond patterns of 
old, break the mold and change 
our ways

We helped Turkey become the hope of 
hundreds of millions of people in addition 
to its own citizens. The increasing number 
of attacks against our country in recent 
years are not aimed solely at individuals, 
political parties or institutions. There is 
no excuse for treating a country that has 
paid a high price as a NATO ally with such 
hostility. As the Turkish saying goes, the-
ir aim is “not to eat the grapes but to beat 
the vineyard owner”, and, if at all possib-
le, even to knock his teeth out and wreak 
vengeance. The real issue here is to make 
Turkey give up on its position, goals and 
its unwavering pursuit of justice and fair-
ness. All these machinations before us aim 
to subdue Turkey and turn it into a giant 
hollow paper tiger. This is the real aim of 
this operation regardless of the pretexts or 
the fancy concepts they use as cover-up. 

We can survive these attacks with dignity 
and honor only with the unity, solidarity 
and support of our nation. The contributi-
ons that you will make as our ambassadors 
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to these efforts in your countries is critical 
in this context. We simply do not have the 
luxury of being a mere spectator in the 
face of the developments in our geography 
whose fate was “shaped by the claws of a 
scorpion”, as the poet puts it. We have to go 
beyond patterns of old, break the mold and 
change our ways. We will either find a way 
or make one. God willing, we will disrupt 
this game together. Together, we will resist 
the operations against Turkey. Together, 
we will prevent efforts to defame our state. 
Together, we will defeat the scenarios tar-
geting our nation. I invite all ambassadors 
to work for this purpose and to mobilize 
with this spirit by using the energy, dyna-
mism and possibilities offered by the pre-
sidential system of government in the best 
way possible. I believe that you will under-
take even more effective and productive 
efforts in the future.

Dear Friends,

Our presence in this geography as a nati-
on has been neither gifted nor bestowed 
upon us. Behind every victory is the sacri-
fice and sweat of our nation’s brow ador-
ned by blood, lives and struggle. Behind 
every success lies the courage of our he-
roes who fought for their country and pra-
yed “May God take all my loved ones and 
possessions from me if he will, but may he 
not deprive me of my one true homeland 
for the world”, and the dignified solace of 
their families who bore their sorrow in 
their hearts. Whatever their names, titles, 
positions or their self-entitled roles are, 
the bullies of the global system cannot be 

allowed to have the audacity to lay a hand 
on what this country gained with its own 
blood. Above all, no one can force such law-
lessness down our throat in the name of so-
called lawfulness. 

Turkey’s foreign policy paradigm and red 
lines are very clear. Our aim is to ensure 
the peace and security of our nation as 
well as the stability of our region and the 
whole world, starting with our close ne-
ighbors. The fundamental priority of our 
foreign policy is “peace at home, peace in 
the world” as stated by the founder of our 
republic, Ghazi Mustafa Kemal. However, 
building peace requires not just the talk 
but also the walk. Peacebuilding is possib-
le only by taking an active role on all fronts 
and through the power and the ability to 
convince others to agree with you. In this 
context, our ambassadors play a crucial 
role in terms of executing our active fo-
reign policy. While it is true that one has 
to be on the ground to ensure a presence 
at the negotiating table, it is also true that 
success on the ground on its own is futile 
without proper representation at the ne-
gotiating table. Trying to maintain peace 
without having a presence both at the ne-
gotiating table and in the field is nothing 
but fantasy. 

As the poet says:

“With this old saying in mind all nations 
find their salvation

If you want peace, prepare for war”

Indeed... The key to success for a peace-lo-
ving state lies in always being prepared to 
go to war. Our actions are always guided by 
this principle. A testament to this princip-
le is the fact that the only regions in Syria 
where peace and order truly prevail are 
places where our country has ensured se-
curity. This understanding guides us as we 
take action on many issues such as the re-
fugee crisis, fight against terrorism, huma-
nitarian crises and stopping the bloodshed 
in our region. European countries are imp-
risoning people behind barbed wires in 
defiance of the principles they have been 
upholding for years while we shoulder the 
responsibility in the refugee crisis. Since 
2011, we welcome refugees, who come 
running for their lives and arrive at our 
doorstep, regardless of their language, re-
ligion or ethnic identity and host them in a 
way that honors human dignity. According 
to United Nations calculations, we spent 
about 32 billion dollars from our national 
budget to meet their needs. The European 
Union is far behind its promise to share the 
burden. 

In the meantime, we observe that Europe-
an politics comes under the increasing inf-
luence of racism, xenophobia and Islamop-
hobic discourse. The fact that racist and 
xenophobic movements increase their vo-
tes in every election and become part of go-
vernments is a serious threat to the whole 
world as well as for the six million Turkish 
citizens living in European countries. Ha-
ving experienced two great world wars in 
the last century, Europe is uniquely placed 

to know better than anyone else the possib-
le repercussions of these developments. As 
a country where people from different cul-
tures, religions and ethnic identities have 
co-existed in peace for centuries, Turkey 
is ready to take initiative to help overcome 
this challenging process.

We will improve our relations 
with Central Asia further

Distinguished Ambassadors,

We strive to implement our active and 
initiative-taking foreign policy vision in 
the context of both regional and global is-
sues. In matters like Syria, Iraq and Iran, 
which are critical for Turkey, our position 
is not based on the sticking points in our 
bilateral relations but on core principles. 
We made progress in our relations with 
Russia in line with the interests of our co-
untry. We collaborate with our brothers in 
the Gulf region on ending regional crises 
and we work together in trade, diplomacy 
and bilateral cooperation. The fact that 
China’s economic vision and our own eco-
nomic targets are in alignment translates 
into new and crucial opportunities. We be-
came the eyes, ears and voice of humanity 
to provide at least some relief to the Mus-
lims in Arakan and worked to ensure that 
they can exercise their fundamental rights. 
Our outreach efforts covering Africa, Latin 
America and Asia are ongoing with full vi-
gor. We strengthened our relations further 
with the Turkic World in general and with 
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Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan in 
particular. In the upcoming period, we will 
increase the number of visits to Central 
Asia to further improve and deepen our re-
lations. We will intensify our efforts to pur-
ge the FETO terrorist organization from 
our brotherly countries.

Our joint efforts with all Balkan countries 
without exception, with whom we share 
historical, cultural and social ties, conti-
nue to focus on stability and security and 
are growing in number. The Palestinian 
cause and the legal struggle of our Pales-
tinian brothers and sisters are among our 
top foreign policy priorities. We always rai-
sed our voice regarding the violation of the 
status of our first Qibla, Jerusalem, and we 
will never remain silent on this issue.

Turkey is a great and important country 
whose area of influence cannot be defined 
by a single region. Our face is turned both 
to the east and the west, just like the Sel-
juk eagle. With this understanding, we are 
trying to deepen our cooperation with re-
gional organizations such as BRICS, the Af-
rican Union and ASEAN. In the upcoming 

period, we will pick up the pace, broaden 
our horizon and extend our room for ma-
neuver. We will never give up on our pro-
jects and we will act swiftly to realize our 
2023 targets. 

In this context, you will have crucial res-
ponsibilities as ambassadors. In light of 
recent developments, you have a great 
responsibility especially in terms of inc-
reasing our foreign trade volume and in-
forming international investors about 
the opportunities offered by the Turkish 
economy. I have full confidence in you as 
our ambassadors because you all know the 
challenges facing our country better than 
anyone else. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to thank each and every 
one of you for honoring the Presidential 
Complex, the Home of the Nation, with 
your presence. I hope that the Ambassa-
dors Conference will be successful and 
productive. I wish you success in the co-
untries you serve in. 

May the mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon us all. All the best.

Esteemed Rector, Distinguished Profes-
sors, Dear Students,

I greet you wholeheartedly with affection. 

I would like to thank our Kyrgyz friends 
for their sincere hospitality. I would like to 
extend my gratitude to the administration 
of Manas University and especially Rector 
Prof. Dr. Sebahattin Balcı for this honorary 
doctorate degree. 

Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University was 
established in 1995 with the goal of sup-
porting the development of brotherly co-
untries and communities in Central Asia, 
especially in Kyrgyzstan. This university 
has been founded in order to help our ci-
vilization rise anew by drawing inspiration 
from the historical achievements of our 
ancestors. Our aim is to raise loyal genera-
tions who will serve their state, homeland, 
nation, family and themselves. This won-

We will help Kyrgyzstan get back 
on its feet by showing our solidarity

Manas University Honorary Doctorate Presentation Ceremony
Ceremony, Kyrgyzstan | September 02, 2018 
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derful university continues to conduct its 
work as one of the best examples of our 
friendship and brotherhood for the last 23 
years. I am very happy to be receiving an 
Honorary Doctorate from such a valuable 
educational and scientific establishment. 

Dear Friends, 

This is my third visit to Manas University 
in the last 8 years. During my visit in 2011, 
we set four goals for the development of 
this university. These goals were; having 
more faculty members from Turkey, ensu-
ring that more Turkish students choose to 
study here, developing campus infrastruc-
ture and establishing a techno-park. Our 
dream has been to advance this distingu-
ished educational institution to the level 
of centuries-old universities around the 
world that are brands in their own right. 
This is surely a big goal that takes time to 
achieve. However, if we act with determi-
nation and undertake the required work 
now, future generations can translate our 
dream into reality. For this reason, we agre-
ed with the Presidency and the Prime Mi-
nistry of the Kyrgyz Republic to renew the 
founding charter of the university during 
my visit at the time. 

Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University 
which is based on an exceptional model 
among universities around the world in 
terms of its organization, structure and 
functioning started to develop rapidly af-
ter these initiatives. During our second vi-
sit on April 10, 2013, I personally observed 
these developments and attended the ope-

ning of the investments that were comple-
ted. These investments included facilities 
such as research and application centers, 
technology center, television studio, labo-
ratories, health center, library, student ho-
using, lodgings and guesthouses. During 
this visit, I personally witnessed the aca-
demic developments at the university and 
the enthusiasm of the staff and students 
fueled by their belief in a common goal. 

Anatolia’s affection towards 
Central Asia has never 
diminished

On this third visit, I am happy to observe 
that Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University 
has attained an exemplary position as a 
modern and advanced higher education 
institution in Kyrgyzstan. I am delighted 
to see that the university ranks among the 
prestigious universities in Central Asia 
and its graduates can find jobs anywhe-
re in the world. The university has achi-
eved admirable progress from an acade-
mic, physical, technical and technological 
perspective in the last 23 years. As the 
Republic of Turkey, we have allocated 356 
million dollars in the last 23 years to sup-
port these developments. We appointed 
academics from Turkey’s elite universiti-
es to work here. 

374 highly motivated faculty members 
from Turkey worked in this university sin-
ce its foundation. Currently, 58 distinguis-
hed faculty members from 32 universities 
are working in this university. Moreover, 

128 Turkish citizens are employed by the 
university as academic and administrati-
ve staff. Thus, a total of 186 citizens of the 
Republic of Turkey work as academic and 
administrative staff under this roof with 
their Kyrgyz brothers and sisters in order 
to achieve our common goals. 

Thanks to the level it has achieved today, 
Manas University has refuted the claim 
by the treacherous FETO network which 
alleged that the state cannot be success-
ful in education at the international level. 
Our university is already making progress 
towards achieving its goals in education, 
scientific development, service to society 
and continues to work hard to become an 
international brand. God willing, if Allah 
grants it, I will find a much more advan-
ced university here in my next visit. 

Distinguished Guests,

Central Asia has been the ancient ancest-
ral home of Turks throughout history. 
Today we opened the Imam Sarakshi 
Mosque. It is truly a magnificent piece 
of work. Imam Sarakshi Mosque is a true 
seal and hallmark of this land. Our an-
cestors who originated from this region 
headed towards the west, east, north and 
south for thousands of years and endea-
vored to create for themselves new and 
fertile habitats there. 

Following prior local settlements, Ana-
tolia was adopted as our eternal home-
land by our ancestors with the Manzikert 

Victory, whose 947th anniversary we re-
cently celebrated. Although it has been a 
thousand years, Anatolia’s ties with Cent-
ral Asia and its love, affection and longing 
for this geography always remained. The 
strong human interaction between us has 
endured for centuries in all areas from 
trade to culture. The Cold War era caused 
this close relationship to weaken for a whi-
le. Starting in 1991, following the closure 
of the 70-year-old parenthesis, one of the 
major priorities of Turkish foreign policy 
has been to reestablish our relationships 
in this region. 

Turkey was the first country to recognize 
the independence of its brotherly repub-
lics in Central Asia and the first to open 
embassies here. Central Asian countries 
have made significant progress in politi-
cal, economic and socio-cultural areas in 
the 25 years since their independence. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
once more congratulate Kyrgyzstan on 
the occasion of the 27th anniversary of its 
independence celebrated on August 31. 

Oh, when we first came here in 1991, we 
could not even find stores to shop. But 
those days are gone now. Now there is an 
awakening. But, is the status quo enough? 
It is not and I believe that it will get bet-
ter. We will help Kyrgyzstan get back on 
its feet by showing our solidarity. Turkey 
stands by Kyrgyzstan with the same ent-
husiasm and determination as on the first 
day and will continue to do so.
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 I warn my Kyrgyz brothers and 
sisters about FETO

The last quarter of a century was not easy 
for Turkey or for the Turkic Republics. In 
the words of our famous writer Chingiz 
Aitmatov, those days lasted “more than a 
hundred years”. All of our brotherly repub-
lics achieved important success to arrive at 
the present in what could be considered as 
a short span of time in the life of a state. 
Turkey specifically endeavored to develop 
its economic, commercial, cultural and po-
litical cooperation with the friendly and 
brotherly country Kyrgyzstan. We are de-
termined to develop our relations further 
in the future, especially by making sure 
that FETO does not cast a shadow over this 
relationship. God forbid, those who plotted 
a coup against us on July 15 may do the 
same thing here tomorrow. They are trai-
tors, they are dishonorable people. Having 
suffered from their ill deeds, we would like 
to warn our brothers and sisters that the-
se people take over the military, the police, 
the judiciary and universities; then, unex-
pected things may happen overnight. Be-
ware! 

We already have exceptional cooperation 
with our Kyrgyz brothers and sisters in the 
field of higher education. We will conti-
nue to engage extensively on multilateral 
platforms including through the Turkic 
Council to enhance our cooperation. Our 

relations with other countries are essenti-
ally based on the principle of mutual gain. 
We act with a win-win understanding in 
politics and economy. When Kyrgyzstan 
is concerned, we will be happy to see our 
Kyrgyz counterparts gain more. Let us de-
termine our common future based on our 
own will without being guided or tricked 
by any other party. 

Dear Members of Faculty, 

Dear Students,

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
express once again my pleasure in seeing 
that the goals we set in the 8 years since my 
visit in 2011 have been largely achieved. I 
would like to thank everyone, especially 
the states and people of Kyrgyzstan and 
Turkey, who have exerted great efforts in 
bringing this university to where it stands 
today. 

I hope that this bridge of education built 
between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey expands, 
strengthens and grows richer by spreading 
its wings to the whole of Central Asia and 
the world. I invite our youth, businesspe-
ople, non-governmental organizations, 
people involved culture and studies in all 
other fields to cooperate more closely and 
vigorously. 

I would like to greet you all with respect 
and affection. All the best.

Distinguished Presidents, Esteemed Pri-
me Minister, Distinguished Ministers, My 
Dear Brothers,

I greet you with most heartfelt feelings, res-
pect and affection.

I am very happy to be among you on the oc-
casion of the 6th Summit of the Turkic Co-

uncil. I express my gratitude to our Kyrgyz 
brothers and sisters and President Mr. 
Jeenbekov as the host of the 6th Summit 
Meeting of the Council. I would also like to 
thank you for hosting us in the beautiful 
city of Cholpon Ata. 

As I begin my remarks, I would like to 
congratulate our hosts once again for the 

We must concentrate on 
doing business with our own 

currencies

6th Summit Meeting of the Turkic Counci
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan | September 02, 2018
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27th anniversary of the independence of 
the Kyrgyz Republic, celebrated on August 
31. I believe that my Kyrgyz brothers and 
sisters will take firm steps towards a more 
powerful and prosperous future by protec-
ting their unity and solidarity. I pray to Al-
lah to grant success to President Jeenbekov 
who has assumed a difficult and important 
role in this journey.

The Turkic Council, which we established 
in 2009 with the Nakhichevan Agreement, 
has strengthened its institutional identity 
since then. There is no doubt that President 
Nazarbayev, the wise man of the Turkic 
World, and my brother President Aliyev of 
Azerbaijan have contributed significantly 
to this process. Similarly, I would like to 
thank the Secretary General Ambassador 
Ramil Hasan and the staff of the Secretariat 
for their well-planned and devoted efforts. 
I congratulate the new Secretary General 
Baghdad Amreyev and wish him success 
from Almighty Allah in his new position.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank my Esteemed Brother, President 
Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan and President 
Berdimuhamedow of Turkmenistan for 
their participation in the Summit. I would 
also like to reiterate our strong desire to see 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan as members 
of the Turkic Council in the near future.

I also salute the Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban. I welcome Hungary’s requ-
est to become an observer member of the 
Turkic Council and the Turkic Academy as 
well as its interest in the Turkic World.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In Kutadgu Bilig, the great Turkish and Is-
lamic philosopher Yusuf Has Hacip said, 
“Gold under black earth is no different 
from a rock; but when it is unearthed, it 
adorns the heads of princes.” Like gold bu-
ried in earth, ideas never attain their true 
value unless they are translated into acti-
on. The Turkic Council, which is the result 
of our joint efforts, common vision and, 
of course, our common dreams, is also a 
symbol of a common ideal. Today, what 
brings us together is not only our language, 
history and culture; it is also our common 
desire and determination to build a safe 
and prosperous future. It is not possible for 
countries to act alone in their fight against 
common problems such as terrorism, irre-
gular migration, economic attacks, racism, 
Islamophobia and xenophobia. It is impe-
rative that we cooperate and combine our 
strength in order to achieve greater pros-
perity and economic development, and to 
effectively tackle the challenges we face. 
In this context, we attach great importan-
ce to the coordination between the Turkic 
Council and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, the Economic Cooperation 
Organization and other multilateral plat-
forms in addition to the bilateral efforts for 
the development of cooperation between 
countries. Accordingly, we also hope to see 
the Council gain observer status before the 
United Nations. We also support the efforts 
of the members of the Turkic Council to de-
epen their cooperation with Euro-Atlantic 
institutions.

There can be no benefit in 
pursuing imperialist goals

However, I regret to say that we are going 
through a period in which international 
customs, principles and rules are being 
recklessly violated. Some countries have 
clearly started to sideline diplomacy, dia-
logue and multilateralism in their efforts 
to solve international issues. The same 
countries are seeking to dominate the glo-
bal system by way of threats, pressure and 
blackmail. Agreements that have withsto-
od the test of time are suddenly undermi-
ned by tools such as trade restrictions, cus-
toms duties and sanctions. There can be no 
benefit in pursuing imperialist goals in a 
world with multiple actors, disappearing 
borders and emerging new powers. The 
pillars of the global system should be dia-
logue, diplomacy, justice and law. Turkey 
will continue to defend these values in so-
lidarity with the international community. 
Cooperation and solidarity among us as 
Turkic states will also contribute to the fair 
functioning of the international system. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Cooperation efforts among our countries 
continue to progress on the basis of equ-
ality and mutual respect. The bonds of af-
fection between our citizens are also gro-
wing in line with the advent of means of 
transportation and communication. We 
must reinforce the integration of the Tur-
kic World by placing emphasis on projects 
that will connect our young people who 
are our future. In this regard, let me indica-

te that I find the theme “Youth and Sports” 
chosen for the Cholpon Ata Summit very 
relevant. Turkey offers opportunities in 
university education to 17 thousand stu-
dents from more than 160 countries, inc-
luding students from the Turkic World, 
through the Türkiye Scholarship. We are 
proud to see that since 1992, doctors, po-
liticians, educators, engineers, architects, 
bureaucrats and academics who have gra-
duated from institutions in Turkey have 
been serving their countries in all walks 
of life.

We welcome the growing strength of the 
Turkic Council in the field of culture as 
well. We carry out activities in many fi-
elds such as culture and education as well 
as science, youth, sports and archival and 
library studies. The signing of the financi-
al and administrative agreements betwe-
en the Turkic Academy in Astana and the 
Turkish Culture and Heritage Foundation 
in Baku is a significant outcome of this 
Summit. I believe that the joint efforts of 
the Academy and the Foundation, along 
with Türksoy, will play an important role 
in promoting the cultural assets of the 
Turkic World to the whole world.

In the meantime, I am very pleased that 
the 4th World Nomad Games will be 
hosted by Turkey in 2020. I would like 
to thank Kyrgyzstan once again for their 
contribution for bringing this sports and 
cultural event to the Turkic World.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The geo-economic importance of the Tur-
kic World has increased in recent years. 
Central Asia is a productive region with a 
population of around 70 million, large in-
vestment opportunities, well-trained hu-
man resources and an overall GDP excee-
ding 350 billion dollars. In 2017, our total 
trade volume with Central Asian countries 
was 5.6 billion dollars, excluding energy. 
However, we see that the Turkic World has 
failed to achieve an economic performan-
ce which mirrors its geographical and de-
mographic weight. We must act resolutely 
to take necessary steps in order to increase 
our trade volume and make better use of 
our potential. For this, we need new initia-
tives and alternatives to develop our com-
mercial relations. 

The dependence of international trade on 
the dollar is creating obstacles before us. 
Regarding this point, we propose to con-
centrate on doing business with our own 
currencies. 

The age we live in offers important oppor-
tunities for the development of transporta-
tion and communication networks as well. 
Our goal is to make the most of these op-
portunities. The Trans-Caspian East-West-
Middle Corridor initiative, which crosses 
over the Caucasus and Central Asia to 
reach China, is the most concrete examp-
le of our determination in this respect. 
The most important pillar of this project, 
known as the “Modern Silk Road-Middle 
Corridor”, is the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway 

Project that we are building with Azerba-
ijan. With the commissioning of this pro-
ject and the completion of the Marmaray 
project, a train leaving Western Europe 
can reach the Caspian coast and then travel 
to Shanghai and Seoul via the Aktau Port 
without any interruption. This line, which 
provides uninterrupted rail connection 
from England to China, will help increase 
the welfare of our peoples and contribute 
to our relations. 

We attach importance to increasing coope-
ration between Turkic speaking countries 
in the field of energy as well. The Baku-
Tbilisi-Ceyhan Crude Oil Pipeline and the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum Natural Gas Pipeli-
ne projects are the most important fruits 
of this cooperation. In June, we launched 
TANAP which is the backbone of the Sout-
hern Gas Corridor. I would also like to un-
derline our satisfaction with respect to the 
signing of the Convention on the Status of 
the Caspian Sea.

We should never lend credence 
to FETO’s false appearances

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Turkey is waging an intense fight against 
a number of terrorist organizations like 
FETO, Daesh and the PKK. We particularly 
attach great importance to the elimination 
of FETO which is the perpetrator behind 
the treacherous coup attempt on July 15 
and the murder of 251 citizens. I would 
like to take this opportunity to once more 

thank you, my brothers and sisters, for 
showing solidarity with our country after 
the July 15 coup attempt. 

This structure has organized itself through 
educational institutions in more than 150 
countries in the world, a method it once 
used in our country. This method enables 
the organization to gain legitimacy in the 
eyes of the countries and societies in ques-
tion and allows them to recruit militants 
by poisoning young minds to serve their 
dirty ambitions. We should never lend cre-
dence to FETO’s false appearances. Decep-
tion, lies and secrecy are the biggest hall-
mark of this seditious organization. What 
we have experienced in the last 5 years has 
clearly shown to us and all of our friends 
that the fight against FETO must not be 
delayed. We do not want any friendly and 
brotherly country to go through our pain. 
We carry out the fight against FETO both 
for our own national security and also for 
the well-being of our brothers and sisters. 
In this context, I would like to thank once 
again all members of the Turkic Council 
who support us in the fight against FETO 
affiliated schools.

While demanding the elimination of this 
terrorist structure, we do not ignore the 
vacuum this move may create in the field 
of education. For this purpose, we estab-
lished the Turkish Maarif Foundation to 
take over FETO affiliated schools, to rein-
force bilateral relations in education and 
cooperation, and to establish new schools 

abroad. So far, our foundation has taken 
over many FETO establishments in vari-
ous countries and prevented any inconve-
nience to our students and their families. 
We look forward to receiving your support 
for the operations of the Maarif Founda-
tion in the Turkic Council countries. 

Distinguished Presidents,

I believe we have consensus on the fact 
that the Turkic World needs to pay atten-
tion to every issue that concerns peace and 
stability. In this context, we will continue 
to do our best to resolve the Nagorno Kara-
bakh conflict as soon as possible in a fair 
manner and on the basis of the territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan. This illegal occupa-
tion must end. 

Likewise, despite their constructive ef-
forts for a solution for half a century, the 
Turkish Cypriots are imposed upon by the 
Greek side. Our fellow countrymen in Cy-
prus are unjustly forced to live in isolation. 
The relations of the Turkish Cypriots with 
the Turkic World should be improved; we 
need to support our brothers and sisters 
and show solidarity.

As countries speaking Turkic languages, 
one of our common causes is the survival 
of our Palestinian brothers and sisters and 
the defense of Jerusalem. Like the Balkans, 
we consider North Africa in general and 
Palestine in particular as part of the Turkic 
World. Without a fair and lasting solution 
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to the Palestinian issue, it will not be pos-
sible to establish regional or international 
security and stability. We will continue to 
fulfill our responsibility towards our an-
cestors by pursuing this cause. We will 
continue our struggle to ensure peace, jus-
tice and stability in our region and beyond, 
from Syria to Iraq, Yemen to Afghanistan 
and, in particular, in Palestine.

I hope that our council meeting will be ben-
eficial to enhance our solidarity on these 

issues and other topics on our agenda. Let 
me repeat that it is our greatest desire to 
see the Turkic World represented in unity 
at the 7th Summit of the Turkic Council 
next year.

With these thoughts, I greet the distin-
guished Presidents and heads of delega-
tions with heartfelt feelings. I wish happi-
ness, prosperity and well-being to all our 
brothers and sisters.

Thank you.

My Dear Brother President Rouhani of 
Iran, My Esteemed Friend President Putin 
of the Russian Federation,

I am very pleased to be with you on the oc-
casion of this important summit. I would 
like to express my gratitude to President 
Rouhani for hosting the summit.

The whole world is eagerly awaiting to hear 
the outcome of this summit. I believe that 
we will not fail these expectations with the 
decisions we will take. I would like to begin 
my remarks by briefly taking stock of the 
current situation. The “Spirit of Astana”, 
in essence, is a reflection of our determi-
nation to meet on common ground. This 
common ground refers to securing Syria’s 

We must take a stand against 
all initiatives that threaten the 

territorial integrity of Syria

Iran -Tehran Trilateral Summit | Tehran, Iran | September 7, 2018 
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political unity, protecting its territorial in-
tegrity and finding a peaceful political so-
lution to the conflict. Therefore, we have 
been aiming from the beginning to stop 
the violence on the ground, to improve 
humanitarian conditions and to pave the 
way for a political process. It was this un-
derstanding that took us to the field in Ja-
rablus, Al-Bab and Afrin where we purged 
the terrorist elements from the region with 
the blood and lives of our soldiers. Our aim 
was to ensure peace and stability and make 
Syrian territory safer to enable the return 
of refugees.

In this context, the most critical step we 
took within the scope of the Astana Pro-
cess was the establishment of de-escalation 
zones. However, they were dissolved one 
by one over time under different pretexts. 
Today, only Idlib remains a de-escalation 
zone. This is a gathering of friends and I 
will be speaking openly here: The opposi-
tion believes that they have been deceived 
due to the developments following the es-
tablishment of these zones. Presently, we 
can see that this process where Turkey 
made significant sacrifices including sol-
diers who fell martyr has reached a very 
risky stage.

Let me stress this one more time: Idlib is of 
vital importance, not only for the political 
future of Syria, but also for our national 
security and for the peace and stability of 
the region. One of the implications of the 
12 observation posts we set up in the re-
gion is the assurance extended by Turkey 
to the people of Idlib and to those seeking 

refuge there for their security. We cannot 
allow this region and the implicit assu-
rance extended by our country to be left 
to the mercy of the Assad regime whose 
massacres against its own people are still 
fresh in our memory. For whatever reason, 
an attack on Idlib will result in disaster, 
massacre and a big humanitarian tragedy. 
More than 3.5 million civilians in the regi-
on will be affected by such an attack. While 
tens of thousands of civilians will die in air 
strikes, millions will rush to our borders as 
they will have nowhere else to go.

With 4.5 million refugees of largely Syri-
an origin, Turkey has already exhausted 
its capacity to welcome more refugees. 
We certainly understand the security con-
cerns of our Russian and Iranian friends 
stemming from certain terrorist entities in 
Idlib. As a direct neighbor, our concerns, 
at the very least, match yours. However, 
we need methods that require time and 
patience to wage an effective struggle aga-
inst terrorists in Idlib, especially because 
everything there is so interlinked. Turkey 
has already undertaken necessary efforts 
in this regard and is ready to do more. We 
absolutely do not want to see Idlib turn 
into a bloodbath. We expect our friends 
here to support us in these efforts.

This issue must be solved in 
accordance with the spirit of 
Astana

In Idlib, we must find a reasonable way out 
which takes into account our common con-

cerns. We will make every effort to elimi-
nate threats to the security of both Aleppo 
and the Khmeimim Air Base. In this con-
text, we can try to pull back the elements 
that bother our Russian friends to locati-
ons where they cannot engage in attacks 
on Aleppo and the Khmeimim regions. In 
this way, the control of critical places in the 
Idlib region will be provided by the mode-
rate opposition alone. 

We should aim to solve the issue peace-
fully and in accordance with the spirit of 
Astana. This is the last chance to test the 
reputation and reliability of Astana. Our 
agreement on Idlib’s fate will also shape 
the future of our cooperation in the Syrian 
context. I specifically ask you to correctly 
interpret Turkey’s sensitivity and determi-
nation on this issue. Turkey’s position with 
respect to this issue which so closely con-
cerns the Syrian people whom we regard 
as our brothers is clear. This Summit must 
convey a message to the international com-
munity that the Astana guarantors will not 
allow a new wave of violence and a huma-
nitarian crisis in Syria.

Dear Friends,

As we focus on Idlib and the world watches 
attentively, there are undesirable develop-
ments taking place to the east of the Euph-
rates. It is an undeniable fact that the steps 
taken by some foreign powers in the regi-
on under the pretext of combatting Daesh 
have taken on a completely different cha-

racter. Although we no longer face the thre-
at and danger of Daesh, we are dismayed 
by the efforts of the United States to culti-
vate another terrorist organization in the 
region. The 20,000 trucks and 3,000 cargo 
aircraft full of weapons and ammunition 
sent by the United States to the region is 
a clear indication of the growing terrorist 
threat. This terrorist organization which 
grew powerful to the east of the Euphrates 
as the Syrian regime turned a blind eye to 
its activities is trying to consolidate its pre-
sence on the ground with the support of 
foreign forces. This not only concerns our 
national security, but also threatens Syria’s 
territorial integrity and future.

We must adopt a common position aga-
inst all kinds of terrorism originating from 
Syria including PYD/YPG and stand up to 
all attempts to interfere with the political 
unity and territorial integrity of Syria. Lack 
of a uniform policy in the fight against ter-
rorism across the country creates a negati-
ve impact on the perception of the Syrian 
people and the international community 
with respect to this struggle. Turkey is de-
termined to be present in the region until 
Syria’s political, geographical and social 
integrity are ensured in the real sense. We 
cannot allow structures that threaten the 
survival of our country to roam freely just 
beyond our borders. We will continue to 
take necessary steps as required by the so-
urce and magnitude of the threat.
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Russia must put deaths by 
conventional weapons on the  
UN agenda

We support a lasting solution in Syria in 
accordance with the United Nations Se-
curity Council resolution 2254. In this 
context, we attach great importance to the 
establishment of the Constitutional Com-
mittee and the preparations for free and 
fair elections in collaboration with the Uni-
ted Nations Special Representative. The 
return of Syrian refugees to their country 
and reconstruction efforts can be tackled 
in a more meaningful way only after these 
developments. It is essential that returns 
are conducted on a voluntary basis, in ac-
cordance with international law and in co-
operation with the United Nations.

Let me raise another issue here. The Che-
mical Weapons Convention was signed in 
1915 and the Organization for the Prohibi-
tion of Chemical Weapons was established 
in 1997. There is no doubt that we must 
all continue to display a firm stance with 
respect to chemical weapons. However, we 
know the number of people who are killed 
by chemical weapons; this number does 

not exceed one, two, three thousand, per-
haps five thousand at most. On the other 
hand, the number of people killed by con-
ventional weapons is many times more. 
We are delayed in our reaction against 
those who kill with conventional weapons 
because our firm stance covers only chemi-
cal weapons. After all, the type of weapon 
should not matter so long as the end result 
is death. We need to raise this issue at the 
United Nations General Assembly. In this 
regard, the Russian Federation has a big 
role to play. 

I hope that the results from this summit 
will be beneficial for our Syrian brothers 
and sisters and shall contribute to peace in 
Syria. I express my gratitude to my distin-
guished brother President Rouhani for his 
hospitality.

We will issue a 12-item final declaration 
shortly. The world is waiting for the Tehran 
declaration. I believe that the decisions ta-
ken here will impact the whole world. 

The next trilateral meeting will be held in 
Russia. I hope that there will be many po-
sitive developments by the time we attend 
the next meeting.

My Dear Brother President İlham Aliyev, 

Heroic Members of the Azerbaijani and 

Turkish Armed Forces, Distinguished Gu-

ests, My Dear Brothers and Sisters from 

Baku,

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards.

I would like to express my gratitude to Pre-
sident Ilham Aliyev for his kind invitation 
and hospitality. 

We will not let anyone 
forget  the epic struggle etched 

in history with the blood of 
thousands of martyrs

Military Parade for the 100th Anniversary of the Liberation of Baku
Baku, Azerbaijan | September 15, 2018
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I would like to start my remarks by hono-
ring the memory of our martyrs who died 
for the independence of Azerbaijan. May 
Allah forgive and have mercy on the souls 
of our heroes who died for their mother-
land, for the azaan and for Islam a century 
ago. They made history with their bravery 
as they sacrificed their lives during an epic 
struggle; they will always be remembered 
with pride for generations to come and 
will stand as the symbol of eternal Turkey-
Azerbaijan brotherhood. Our country has 
78 memorials for martyrs in 34 countries. 
Azerbaijan comes second only to our own 
country in terms of the number of memo-
rials and graves of martyrs; there are 1,132 
graves in Azerbaijan. Our martyrs who are 
buried here side by side symbolize the sha-
red fate of our countries. Turkey and Azer-
baijan are brothers who share the same 
history, culture, language and religion. As 
the great poet late Bakhtiyar Vahabzadeh 
puts beautifully, we are:

“Two sons of a mother, 

Two branches of one aim. 

Each equally great, 

Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Same religion, same language, 

Same moon, same calendar, 

Same love, same destiny 

Azerbaijan and Turkey.

We resemble one another

In our joys and sorrows. 

One crescent on two flags, 

Azerbaijan and Turkey.

I settled down on the motherland, 

Fell in love with the motherland, 

My motherland, my fatherland 

Azerbaijan and Turkey.”

Indeed... Turkey and Azerbaijan set the 
best example for the brotherhood embo-
died in these verses. We are here today to 
celebrate the centenary of the liberation of 
Baku from persecution following the epic 
struggle of the Islamic Army of the Cau-
casus and our Azeri brothers. At the same 
time, we are also here as “One Nation, Two 
States”, a motto that symbolizes “our brot-
herhood to the bone” as entrusted to us by 
our martyrs.

Some people try to belittle the 
great victory of 1918 and make 
it seem insignificant

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I find it crucial to underline that the war 
which was fought on September 15, 1918 
on the very land we stand today was not an 
ordinary event. The struggle that took pla-
ce here a century ago symbolizes our brot-

herhood, friendship, unity and solidarity. 
One cannot appreciate the true meaning of 
our solidarity here at Azadliq Square today 
without knowing our history and unders-
tanding the reasons why Nuri Pasha and 
his soldiers rushed from Istanbul to Baku 
and Ganja a century ago. We cannot fully 
appreciate the value of our independence 
today without grasping the extent of the 
struggle then. The atrocities our brothers 
and sisters faced under occupation a cen-
tury ago were such that when Nuri Pasha 
arrived in Ganja, the children of Azerbai-
jan let out these cries of joy:

“The train comes slowly

To honor the people of Ganja

The brave youth of Ganja

Are ready to die for Baku.” 

The sad story of the famous Azeri ballad 
called “Laleler” tells the story of the perse-
cution our brothers endured as well as the 
relief provided by the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus. From a distance, the image of 
thousands of soldiers with their red fezzes 
and black tassels on their heads deployed 
to the Ganja region resembled a poppy fi-
eld. The word “lale” means “poppy” in Azeri 
Turkish and “tulip” in our language. Upon 
the arrival of the soldiers, poet Telman Ha-
cıyev described his feelings with the follo-
wing verse:

“Yazın evvelinde gence çölünde

Çıhıblar yene de dize laleler

Yağışdan ıslanan yaprağlarını

Seripler dereye düze laleler

Meylim üzündeki gara haldadır

Hicranın elacı ilk vüsaldadır

Ne vahdır aşığın gözü yoldadır

Bir gonağ gelesiz bize laleler”

The arrival of Nuri Pasha and the Islamic 
Army of the Caucasus in Baku and Ganja 
led to such joy and hope for our Azeri brot-
hers and sisters.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We know that some people try to belittle 
the great victory of September 15, 1918 
and try to make it seem insignificant. They 
are the grandchildren of those who never 
recovered from their shameful defeat as 
well as their collaborators who served as 
their abettors. Unfortunately, the Armisti-
ce of Mudros signed by the Ottoman Empi-
re gave them a great opportunity and led to 
the withdrawal of the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus from this land. Worse still, the 
same circles did everything in their power 
to eliminate the People’s Republic of Azer-
baijan in the same period and, unfortuna-
tely, they succeeded 22 months after the 
declaration of Azerbaijan’s independence. 
However, the operations carried out by the 
Islamic Army of the Caucasus and the Aze-
ri army in 1918 ensured the territorial in-
tegrity of Azerbaijan and laid the foundati-
on of its independence as we know it today.
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Azerbaijan is the rising   
star of the region

The fact that Turkey was the first country 
to recognize Azerbaijan after the country 
regained its independence in 1991 is not 
a coincidence, but a natural consequence 
of our “brotherhood to the bone”. Turkey 
always supported Azerbaijan in every 
possible way starting from the early years 
of its independence. Today, Turkey is the 
most important partner of Azerbaijan in 
politics and military affairs as well as in 
trade, economy, culture and other areas. 
Since Azerbaijan’s declaration of indepen-
dence, more than 125,000 Azeri citizens 
completed their studies in Turkey. Cur-
rently, more than 15,000 students from 
Azerbaijan study at Turkish universiti-
es. Our soldiers carry out joint military 
exercises and they are on joint missions 
in different parts of the world including 
in Afghanistan. Undoubtedly, the skillful 
leadership of Azerbaijan’s nationwide le-
ader Heydar Aliyev until his passing and 
the remarkable efforts of my dear brother 
Ilham Aliyev played a great role in these 
achievements.

Today, Azerbaijan has kept up with chan-
ging global geopolitical considerations 
to become the rising star of its region 
in a very short period of time. The joint 
projects we implemented such as the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Crude Oil Pipeline, Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Erzurum Natural Gas Pipeline, 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway and TANAP 
have had a significant influence in the 

region. Turkey is also one of the top in-
vestors in Azerbaijan. God willing, Azer-
baijan will soon have similar levels of in-
vestment in Turkey.

No matter how great our achievements, we 
will always strive for more. We have much 
greater tasks ahead of us. It is our duty to 
strengthen the ties between our countries 
and leave a lasting legacy to future genera-
tions. It is our duty to deepen our coopera-
tion in line with the principle of “One Nati-
on, Two States” by implementing projects 
that will further strengthen our eternal 
friendship that was built on the blood of 
thousands of martyrs.

Mr. President,

Dear Friends,

Azerbaijan’s joy is our joy, its pride is our 
pride. By the same token, its troubles are 
also our troubles. Nagorno Karabakh which 
is Azerbaijan’s biggest concern is an issue 
that is equally concerning for us. Turkey 
will continue to fully support Azerbaijan’s 
endeavors to end this conflict. We want to 
see an end to the suffering of more than 
one million brothers and sisters who have 
been longing for their homeland for years. 
It is futile to expect us to open our borders 
to those who occupy 20 percent of the land 
of our brothers and prevent more than one 
million of our brothers and sisters from re-
turning to their homeland.

Turkey has made its position on this issue 
very clear. The first step must be taken by 
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the occupiers; by those who caused a 
yearning for their homeland in the he-
arts of one million brothers and sisters. 
We certainly would like to establish and 
maintain good relations with all our ne-
ighbors. However, the resolution of the 
Nagorno Karabakh conflict is a sine qua 
non in terms of any improvement in our 
relations with Armenia. We do not take 
history lessons from those who not only 
refuse to be held accountable for the 
events in Khojaly 25 years ago or for tho-
se killed in Nagorno Karabakh, but also 
make heroes out of murderers. 

Turkish soldiers are here in Azerbaijan 
to celebrate the centenary of the great 
victory that we won together shoulder-
to-shoulder a century ago. This celebra-
tion is the greatest gift we can leave to 
future generations. We will never let an-
yone forget the epic struggles etched in 
history with the blood of thousands of 
martyrs one century ago. I believe that 
young people in both nations have a lot 

to learn from today’s celebrations and 
our shared history.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
take this opportunity to commemorate the 
founders of the People’s Republic of Azer-
baijan and the independent Azeri Armed 
Forces who honored us with this great 
victory, Enver Pasha who deployed the Is-
lamic Army of the Caucasus to Azerbaijan, 
and Nuri Pasha who was the commander 
of that victorious army. May Allah have 
mercy on the souls of all commanders of 
the Islamic Army of the Caucasus and our 
martyrs who sacrificed their lives for these 
lands. 

May Allah never let us stray off the righteo-
us path paved by our martyrs. Once again, 
I would like to express my gratitude to my 
dear brother İlham Aliyev for his kind invi-
tation and hospitality. Happy Centenary to 
the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Repub-
lic of Turkey and the great Turkish nation! 

May Allah bless you!

We are pleased to see that 
Muslim Americans show a 
growing interest in politics

Meeting with the Representatives of the Turkish-American Community 
in the United States | New York, USA | September 23, 2018

Esteemed Members of the Turkish-Ame-
rican Community, Distinguished Muslim 
American Brothers and Sisters, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my most sincere gre-
etings and regards. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 
be upon you.

I would like to thank the Turkish-American 
National Steering Committee for organi-
zing this meeting and bringing us together. 
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Our citizens who live in this country have 
contributed greatly to Turkish-American 
relations both through their individual 
efforts and with the non-governmental 
organizations they established. When we 
had limited means, they did everything in 
their power to inform the American public 
on Turkey and the principles it advocates. 
Their efforts to prevent Armenian lies re-
garding the 1915 events deserve particular 
attention. Through you, I extend my gra-
titude to all voluntary envoys of Turkey. I 
would also like to thank our non-Turkish 
friends who have always defended Turkey 
out of their love for our country and nati-
on. God willing, we will stand shoulder to 
shoulder and cooperate in similar endea-
vors in the future.

Turkey has more than six million citizens 
living around the world, mostly in Europe. 
Turkish citizens have a significant presen-
ce in every field of life, from politics to art, 
science to trade, sports to culture. They 
also contribute to the economies of their 
adopted countries with the businesses they 
establish. Their political achievements in 
these countries serve not only the people of 
their adopted countries, but also represent 
Turkey in the best way possible. Turkish 
citizens such as Professor Aziz Sancar ac-
hieve significant breakthroughs in science 
thereby contributing to progress. We have 
renowned professors and academics who-
se studies are widely praised and highly 
regarded. We have entrepreneurs, compa-
nies and successful young people who have 
become the face of Turkey. We are proud of 
the success of all our citizens, regardless of 

their political opinions, as long as they do 
not fall into the pit of treason. They are the 
pride and joy of the Turkish nation. With 
this understanding, we always protect and 
support our diaspora around the world.

The emotional borders of our 
country extend far beyond our 
official borders

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I would like to draw your attention to a very 
important point. Turkey grows stronger as 
you grow stronger in your adopted countri-
es. Stronger Turkey becomes, the more ca-
pable it is of protecting its brothers, sisters 
and friends as well as those who are opp-
ressed and persecuted. In the same way, 
your weakness will weaken Turkey as well. 
This is also true for our Muslim brothers 
and sisters who come from other countri-
es and have settled in the United States as 
their adopted country. In fact, they are no 
different than our own citizens as far as we 
are concerned. In addition to 81 million ci-
tizens and a diaspora of 6.5 million, Turkey 
also has hundreds of millions of brothers 
and sisters across the world in Africa, Asia 
and the United States.

Turkey has emotional borders as well as 
official borders. The emotional borders of 
our country extend far beyond our official 
borders. That is why we go the extra mile 
to heal the wounds of our Muslim brothers 
and sisters in Arakan although we do not 
have any geographical ties with the regi-

on. That is why we concern ourselves with 
the problems of our brothers and sisters in 
Somalia regardless of the distance. That is 
why we strive to strengthen our ties with 
Turkic Republics with whom we have blo-
od relations. We embrace the concerns of 
the oppressed and persecuted around the 
world and strive to be the voice of silent 
masses. Our Muslim American brothers 
and sisters are also part of the emotional 
borders of our country which extend be-
yond our official borders. 

With this understanding, we strive to en-
hance our contacts with you both indi-
vidually and through non-governmental 
organizations like the Turkish-American 
National Steering Committee. Last year’s 
meeting hosted by the Turkish-American 
National Steering Committee was very pro-
ductive. We had the opportunity to meet 
in New York and talk to our brothers and 
sisters from different ethnic origins living 
across the United States. I am delighted to 
be in your company at this year’s meeting 
as well. 

We observe that Muslims Americans have 
a growing fondness for our country. Our 
country’s firm position in matters concer-
ning the Islamic world plays a critical role 
in this growing interest. Praise be to Allah, 
our country is engaged with the problems 
facing the ummah, especially the Syrian 
crisis and the Palestinian cause. At a time 
when countries with far better national 
economies make every effort not to admit 
refugees, we opened our doors to more 
than 3.5 million Syrian brothers and sis-

ters. We did not hand over a single Syrian 
who sought refuge in our country to blo-
ody-handed murderers. We stood with the 
Syrian people in their fight for rights and 
freedoms. We ensured peace in an area of 
four thousand square kilometers next to 
our border which used to be under the oc-
cupation of PYD/YPG terrorists and Daesh 
murderers. 

We made it possible for around 260 thou-
sand Syrian brothers and sisters to return 
to their homeland thanks to the operati-
ons we conducted where our soldiers fell 
martyr. As in the recent Idlib crisis, we 
engaged in intense diplomatic efforts to 
prevent even a single civilian from being 
hurt. We now begin to reap the fruits of 
our efforts. Syrian children are now able 
to attend school without any fear in areas 
that were once under the occupation of ter-
rorists. God willing, we will continue to ex-
pand the safe zones in Syria, including in 
the east of the Euphrates. We will not stop 
until the terrorist threat against our co-
untry is eliminated and gangs threatening 
the future of Syria are eradicated.

Likewise, we will not allow Jerusalem, our 
first Qibla, to fall prey to the ambition of 
the occupiers and those exercising state 
terrorism on Palestinians. We will fight 
against the harassment by the Israeli and 
American administrations that trample on 
the dignity and honor of Jerusalem. We 
will make every effort for the implementa-
tion of the decisions taken by the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation at the Extraor-
dinary Summit held in Istanbul.
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Lack of unity undermines the 
power of the Islamic world 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I believe that we must draw lessons from 
recent events and consider them as a wake-
up call. The main reason why Muslim co-
untries have limited influence on global 
issues is their failure to stand united. Allah 
says in the Quran, “wa-’tasimu bi-abli llahi 
jami’an wa-la tafarraqu”. Allah says, “Hold 
fast, all of you together, to the rope of Al-
lah, to his Quran, be not divided among 
yourselves”. And, he adds, “If you get di-
vided, you will fall weak”. Unfortunately, 
the Islamic world has fallen weak becau-
se of this very reason. Things would have 
been very different had we stood united 
in solidarity and in a manner befitting our 
brotherhood. 

Muslims must be like the “limbs of the 
same body” or “bricks in the same wall” 
as our beloved Prophet (pbuh) and the Qu-
ran state. However, the Muslim world is 
yet to reach such unity. We fail to achieve 
consensus on issues concerning our own 
religion and future, let alone global issu-
es. To put it bluntly, the reason why the Pa-
lestinian issue ha s not been resolved for 
many years has more to do with the lack 
of unity in the Muslim world than Israel’s 
disregard for law. The current divisions 
among Muslims also allowed some blood-
thirsty Buddhists to brutally massacre 
our brothers and sisters in Arakan before 
the cameras. Lack of foresight on the part 
of leading countries in the Islamic world 

paved the way for the persecution going 
on in Syria for the last seven years.

We recognize the ineptitude of organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Security 
Council, which are supposed to be the gua-
rantors of global peace and stability, in the-
ir failure to resolve the deadlock on such 
issues. We know that these organizations, 
by default, often serve to protect the inte-
rests of certain powers rather than global 
peace. However, we must admit that we are 
to blame as well because we let others solve 
our own problems. As Muslims, we cannot 
expect other states to make constructive 
contributions in matters for which we take 
no responsibility. Moreover, the blame lies 
entirely on our shoulders if we seek help 
from countries that have designs on our 
region. Trying to put the blame on others 
is nothing but a waste of time. Therefore, 
we shouldn’t look too far for a remedy; we 
must provide our own remedy. Instead of 
blaming others, we must find the coura-
ge and wisdom to face our own mistakes. 
Only then may we learn from our mistakes 
and prevent history from repeating itself.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the Holy Quran, Allah says, “Hold fast, 
all of you together, to the rope of Allah, be 
not divided among yourselves”. We must 
obey this divine command. Only when we 
obey the command “All believers are brot-
hers and sisters”, can we achieve good re-
sults. To do so, we need to maintain our 
brotherhood. We must protect our solida-
rity regardless of color, race or nationality. 
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Unity starts with us and our individual ef-
forts. We need to ensure brotherhood, soli-
darity and unity before everyone else. The 
way to do this is to love and tolerate one 
another for Allah’s sake. We have to learn 
to treat our brothers and sisters with humi-
lity, not arrogance; we must learn to tole-
rate mistakes and forgive when necessary. 
Loving one another with our shortcomings 
is the only way for us to find salvation. 

We must interpret sectarian and ethnic 
differences as a symbol of diversity in the 
ummah instead of a reason for conflict 
or competition. We must seek ways to be 
united based on the shared values of hu-
manity without excluding people from 
other religions. Being Muslim requires 
us to don the teachings and values in the 
Quran and Sunnah at all times. As the um-
mah of a Prophet known as “Mohammed-
ul Amin”, “the Trustworthy Muhammad”, 
even before he received the divine revela-
tions, we are obliged to set a good example 

to other people through our way of living, 
demeanor, kindness and honesty.

We must seek ways to gather strength in 
politics in particular. Politics is the most ef-
fective way to convey our demands, expec-
tations and concerns to decision-makers. 
No matter how large, no group can achieve 
their goals without political means. In this 
respect, I am delighted to see the growing 
interest among Muslim Americans in poli-
tics and the upcoming elections. God wil-
ling, I believe that we will see many of our 
brothers and sisters in office and as decisi-
on-makers following the elections. I would 
like to say that Turkey is ready to share its 
experience in this regard.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
convey my sincere greetings and wish you 
every success in your deliberations. 

May Allah protect our unity and solidarity. 
May Allah bless you all.

All the best.
Our call for “The world is bigger 

than 5” is the voice of the 
collective conscience of humanity

73rd Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
New York, USA | September 25, 2018

Your Excellency the President, Honorable 
Secretary General, Distinguished Heads of 
State and Government, Esteemed Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I would like to thank Mr. 
Lajcak for the successful work he conducted 

last year as the President of the 73rd Ge-
neral Assembly of the United Nations. I 
would also like to congratulate Madam Es-
pinosa who took over the Presidency of the 
General Assembly. I hope that this year’s 
General Assembly will be beneficial for all 
peoples of the world.
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Esteemed Delegates,

We hold this meeting on the 100th an-
niversary of the end of World War I. The 
League of Nations, which was established 
after the war, was replaced by the United 
Nations in the aftermath of World War II. 
There is no doubt that the United Nations 
undertook significant efforts that deserve 
praise and achieved great success in the 
last 73 years. However, it is also a fact that, 
over time, the United Nations fell short of 
meeting expectations for peace and pros-
perity. The Security Council in particular 
seems only to serve the interests of its five 
permanent members who wield their veto 
power and merely watch as a bystander the 
suffering in other parts of the world. 

The massacres in Bosnia, Rwanda, Soma-
lia, recently in Myanmar and the ongoing 
massacre in Palestine have all been com-
mitted before the very eyes of the United 
Nations Security Council. Efforts to redu-
ce the aid provided to the Palestinians and 
lack of action against the oppression they 
face all but encourage the oppressors. Ho-
wever, even if the whole world turns its 
back, Turkey will continue to side with the 
oppressed people of Palestine and stand up 
for the historical and legal status of Jerusa-
lem, our first Qibla. 

Unfortunately, events such as ethnic clean-
sing and mass killings that none of us wish 
to face rear their ugly heads in many parts 
of the world. Likewise, there is a general 
sense of dissatisfaction with the work car-
ried out under this great roof in areas such 

as health, education, food and culture. We 
do not wish to see such a critical organiza-
tion earn a reputation for constant failure. 
That is why we take every opportunity to 
reiterate that the United Nations needs 
extensive reform with respect to its orga-
nization and functioning, starting with 
the Security Council. We believe that our 
call for “The world is bigger than 5” is the 
voice of the collective conscience of hu-
manity. Things have changed significantly 
since the end of World War II. There are 
representatives from 194 countries in this 
house. Why shouldn’t all 194 countries be 
represented at the United Nations Security 
Council?

Limiting United Nations reform solely to 
budgetary matters will neither contribute 
to the solution of the real issues nor satisfy 
anyone. I consider this organization to be 
fundamental for the future of our world. 
However, the United Nations must enhan-
ce its effectiveness in areas such as secu-
rity, development and social equality.

Only justice can ensure world 
order and save the world

Esteemed Delegates, 

Turkey believes that the United Nations 
can do a lot of good around the world as 
well as in our region. We believe that only 
justice can ensure world order and save the 
world by making it a better place. In our ci-
vilization, circle of justice is a key concept 
that represents the smooth and balanced 

functioning of the relations between soci-
ety, laws, state administration, state power, 
economy and justice. These elements of 
the circle which are all interrelated have 
been crushed into pieces in many parts of 
the world today. This is the reason why the 
world suffers in the grip of political, social 
and economic instability today. 

To achieve peace and security for all, we 
must ensure that humanity’s search for 
justice results in its manifestation. There is 
a problem if the wealth of the 62 richest pe-
ople in the world equals the wealth of half 
of the world’s population which is approxi-
mately 3.6 billion people. There is a prob-
lem if 821 million people around the globe 
go to bed hungry most nights while 672 
million people are diagnosed with obesity. 
There is a problem if 258 million people 
around the world leave their homes in se-
arch of better conditions and some 68 mil-
lion are forcefully displaced. There is also 
a problem if an African baby is nine times 
more likely to die within the first months 
of life than a baby born in this city. 

Rumi who shines like a light from the cent-
ral Anatolian city of Konya and enlightens 
millions of souls around the globe defines 
justice as “putting things in their right 
place”, that is, giving someone their due. 
Let us put everything in its right place in 
the world and transform the United Nati-
ons into an organization that represents 
mankind’s expectation for justice and 
enforces them. Let us establish a global 
system that will shield the oppressed, lend 
a helping hand to the hungry and unshelte-

red, and instill hope in future generations. 
Only then will the statements, observati-
ons and proposals voiced on this podium 
will mean something. According to Rumi, 
oppressors are those who fail their due. We 
must dedicate ourselves more fully to our 
duties in order to make the United Nations 
a source of justice rather than oppression. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Turkey conducts its global humanitarian 
diplomacy to ensure more justice in the 
world. We currently host more than 4 mil-
lion refugees, including 3.5 million from 
Syria, and provide them with services un-
matched anywhere else in the world. The 
amount we spent so far for Syrian refugees 
alone has reached 32 billion dollars. Furt-
hermore, we are delivering all kinds of 
humanitarian aid to millions of people in 
Jarabulus, al-Rai and Afrin which we previ-
ously secured as well as in the de-escalation 
zone in Idlib in Syria. 

More than 600 thousand Syrian students 
attend school in our country. Like our citi-
zens, refugees in our country have access 
to all public healthcare and pharmacy ser-
vices free of charge without any discrimi-
nation. We meet all needs of the refugees 
staying in camps. However, external finan-
cial support we received so far consists 
of 600 million dollars from international 
organizations and 1.7 billion dollars from 
the European Union. Since the European 
Union’s financial commitment which is 
divided into two equal tranches of three 
billion euros is conditional upon projects, 
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it cannot be used effectively enough. Ho-
wever, we continue to provide services to 
refugees every day without interruption 
and without making them conditional on 
any project. We expect more generous and 
flexible financial support to be provided to 
Turkey in light of the fact that Turkey has 
prevented a large influx of refugees to the 
rest of the world, and to Europe in parti-
cular, with the services it has provided to 
refugees. 

Moreover, Turkey provides humanitarian 
aid in all corners of the world in addition 
to the aid it provides to refugees within 
and beyond its borders. As of this year, 
Turkey ranks sixth in the world in terms 
of total development aid and first in huma-
nitarian aid. That Turkey is among the top 
donors of humanitarian and development 
aid despite being the 17th largest economy 
in the world shows the great importance 
we attach to this issue. 

We aim to root out all terrorists 
in Syria, starting with Manbij

Esteemed Delegates,

As reflected in the General Assembly’s 
theme for this year, the world needs glo-
bal leadership and responsibility-sharing 
more than ever to ensure peace, justice 
and sustainability in societies. Turkey has 
made substantial efforts in this direction 
under the roof of the United Nations. The 
Mediation for Peace Initiative, which we 
launched in 2010 with Finland, has been 

supported by the Friends of Mediation 
Group with 56 members. We have also 
taken significant steps on this subject 
within the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration where Turkey is currently serving 
as president. The Alliance of Civilizations 
Initiative which we launched with Spain 
is a United Nations Initiative with the par-
ticipation of 146 member states. 

We are currently implementing a de-
velopment program to help Somalia, 
which is fighting famine, get back on its 
feet. I believe that this program will set 
an example for the rest of the world. We 
mobilized our means and efforts to help 
millions of people who are oppressed mi-
les away from our country in Arakan. We 
made sincere efforts to solve the Gulf cri-
sis. We are encouraging all parties in Iraq 
to work towards a common future for the 
country. In addition, we work to curb ri-
sing racism, xenophobia and Islamopho-
bia in various parts of the world and, in 
particular, in Europe. 

We actively follow developments in Syria 
where various countries export the radi-
cal groups within their own borders. We 
are working for peace in Syria by enga-
ging in the Geneva and Astana processes 
as well as by creating safe zones on the 
ground. We cleared Daesh from Jarabulus 
and al-Rai and PKK/PYD/YPG terrorist 
organizations from Afrin. In other words, 
we transformed an area covering four tho-
usand square kilometers into a safe and 
peaceful zone for millions of Syrians. 

The Sochi Agreement we signed with Rus-
sia recently prevented the regime’s bloody 
assaults targeting the de-escalation zone in 
the Idlib province which has a population 
of 3.5 million civilians. We believe that pre-
venting a repetition of the Aleppo, Hama, 
Homs, Daraa and Eastern Ghouta massac-
res in Idlib will make it possible to ensure 
peace and a political solution in Syria. Our 
aim is to clear Syrian territory all the way 
from Manbij to the Iraqi border from terro-
rists. I invite all parties to adopt a construc-
tive approach and support efforts for a fair 
and sustainable political solution in Syria. 

We would like to see a principled stance 
against terrorist organizations. Those who 
equip terrorists with tens of thousands of 
truckloads and thousands of planeloads of 
arms and ammunition to serve their tac-
tical interests will most definitely suffer 
from the consequences of their actions in 
the future. Safety and prosperity cannot be 
guaranteed by supporting terrorist orga-
nizations and closing borders on refugees 
while putting the entire burden on the sho-
ulders of a few countries like Turkey. On 
the contrary, the issues that remain unadd-
ressed in such a manner are bound to esca-
late to such extent that current measures 
will fail to overcome them. Therefore, let 
us work more sincerely and constructively 
to provide solutions for current dispute 
areas such as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, 
Afghanistan and Ukraine as well as poten-
tial dispute areas in the Balkans, Caucasus, 
North Africa, Central Africa, the Gulf and 
Eastern Mediterranean. 

We must all remember that peace and 
prosperity around the globe is necessary 
for us all to feel safe within our borders. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Armed conflict is not the only source of 
power for terrorist organizations. Some 
of them use more complex, covert and 
deceptive methods. FETO which attemp-
ted a coup d’état on the night of July 15, 
2016, where 251 citizens were martyred 
and two thousand 193 were wounded, is 
a terrorist organization employing such 
methods. This organization conducts 
its activities under the guise of non-
governmental organizations or busines-
ses and hides behind glittering concepts 
such as education, charity and dialogue. 
This terrorist organization, which used 
such deceptive methods to establish itself 
and expand its reach in our country for 40 
years, showed its true colors once it had 
sufficient power. It initiated consecutive 
coup attempts first through its operatives 
within law enforcement and the judiciary, 
and then by infiltrating our armed forces. 
This organization attempted to use the 
economic and bureaucratic power it har-
nessed over time to take control of poli-
tics, society and the state.

FETO receives 763 million 
dollars a year through its charter 
schools in the United States

We eliminated majority of FETO elements 
in our country with the support of our na
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tion, thanks to our determined efforts over 
the last five years. Now we see that this ter-
rorist organization is carrying out similar 
activities around the world. Countries who 
paid attention to Turkey’s warnings and le-
arned from its experiences are one by one 
deciphering the machinations of this ter-
rorist organization and expelling it from 
their lands. However, it appears that many 
countries including the United States and 
European countries are not yet aware of the 
true danger. For instance, in 27 US states, 
the FETO terrorist organization receives 
763 million dollars from the budget thro-
ugh its charter schools alone. This is how 
they get their resources. This figure does 
not include the income earned from FETO-
affiliated businesses involved in all sorts of 
money laundering or other organizations 
disguised as non-governmental organiza-
tions but who actually have hidden agen-
das. I invite all countries of the world to be 
careful and take action against the FETO 
terrorist organization. We must show the 
same kind of solidarity against this insidi-
ous organization as we do against armed 
terrorist organizations and bloody-handed 
regimes. In this context, we are ready to 
share our experience and the information 
we have with every country that wishes to 
cooperate. 

Esteemed Delegates, 

Throughout history, trade wars have done 
nothing but harm to humanity. Today, we 
are already on the verge of and, truth be 
told, in an era of trade wars. None of us can 
remain silent vis-à-vis the arbitrary cancel-

lation of trade agreements, rising popula-
rity of protectionist policies and the use 
of economic sanctions as a weapon. The-
se twisted developments will eventually 
have damaging effects on each country. We 
must work together to prevent the world 
trade order from being damaged as a re-
sult of unilateral decisions. Nobody wants 
to face a new global economic breakdown 
at a time when we need to join our forces 
to achieve the United Nations 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals. It is easy to 
wreak chaos, but difficult to maintain or-
der. Today, some countries insist on trying 
to wreak chaos. There is no greater danger 
than a world order where mercy, conscien-
ce, justice, equality and hope cease to exist. 
Unfortunately, this is exactly the type of 
danger we face today. 

Turkey has always been in favor of free 
trade and free movement of persons. Any 
setback on either of these two issues will 
have dire consequences. It is even more 
upsetting to watch setbacks on these issu-
es supported by threats, force and with a 
complete disregard for the history of bila-
teral relations. We prefer solving our prob-
lems through constructive dialogue on 
equal terms. 

We expect everyone to act responsibly in 
economic relations as in all other areas. We 
have effective, harmonious and construc-
tive cooperation with our counterparts at 
international platforms such as the World 
Trade Organization, the G-20, the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation and the 
Customs Union which we have established 
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with the European Union. We always reite-
rate that we are in favor of working with 
our counterparts with a win-win approach. 
We consider it unfair when our sincere 
efforts are challenged by allegations and 
pressure against us. We believe that we can 
join forces with countries and institutions 
who share our perspective and overcome 
the political and economic chaos that ot-
hers are trying to create. We expect your 
support in this respect. 

I would like to touch upon two points befo-
re I conclude my remarks. First, we believe 
that an organization should be established 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
for young people who are our future. We 
propose establishing a United Nations Yo-
uth Organization as soon as possible and 
suggest Istanbul, one of the most impor-
tant cities in world history, as its headqu-

arters. We can allocate the premises of a 
youth center that is already under cons-
truction in Istanbul to this organization. 

Secondly, 2019 was announced as the In-
ternational Year of Older Persons at the 
World Aging Summit held in our country 
in 2005. In this context, the United Nati-
ons Agency for Older Persons is set to be 
established in our country. We would like 
to invite you to the 3rd World Assembly on 
Ageing, which will take place in Istanbul 
on December 10. 

I wish success to the 73rd Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 
I would like to greet all countries and pe-
oples represented in this common house 
of humanity with respect and affection on 
behalf of myself and my nation. 

All the best.

Esteemed Representatives of the Turkish 
and American business community, Dear 
Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all wholeheartedly with my de-
epest respects. It gives me great pleasure to 
meet you in New York on the occasion of my 
visit for the 73rd General Assembly of the 
United Nations. I would like to bid a warm 
welcome to our esteemed guests represen-
ting different sectors of the American busi-
ness community in this meeting. I hope that 

this important meeting organized jointly 
by the Turkish-American Business Council 
and the Investment Office of the Presidency 
will contribute to the development of eco-
nomic relations between Turkey and the 
United States. 

This is a critical period with developments 
and political crises taking place simultane-
ously in Iran, Syria, North Korea and the 
Middle East along with trade wars and Bre-
xit turmoil. These developments disrupt the 

The future of the international 
trade regime is under threat

Turkey - US Business Council Conference
New York, USA | September 26, 2018
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parameters of the global order, have an im-
pact on international relations and closely 
concern the business community. Compa-
nies face major uncertainties in their cur-
rent commercial activities, investments and 
with respect to future projections. I believe 
that this timely meeting will create an op-
portunity for us to better understand one 
another and draw a more accurate picture 
of the Turkish economy.

In recent years, Turkish-American relations 
were tested by FETO, Syria, the fight against 
terrorism, Jerusalem, sanctions and our dif-
ferences of opinion with the current admi-
nistration in the field of economy. Although 
we have some agreement over certain issu-
es, there is a serious gap we need to close in 
our relations, especially in the context of 
relations with FETO and the PYD/YPG ter-
rorist organization. Some members of the 
current administration think that they can 
resolve our differences of opinion with thre-
ats, pressure and blackmail. However, this 
arrogant attitude causes serious erosion 
both in terms of America’s position in the 
world and also in its relations with its allies. 

We believe that this attitude cannot be sus-
tained forever. This attitude which under-
mines democracy, global stability, interna-
tional law and free trade is not sustainable 
at any rate. Our strategic partnership, which 
has so far survived many a storm, will over-
come this turbulent period. I firmly believe 
that our close friendship with the United 
States will convert this process into an op-
portunity, regardless of the style of govern-
ments.

There are no winners in  
trade wars 

Dear Friends,

As you know, the United States is among 
our major trade and investment partners. 
Currently, more than 1,700 US-based 
companies operate in Turkey in a whole 
range of fields including technology, food, 
healthcare, and information technologies. 
In the past decade, these companies in-
vested about 11.3 billion dollars in direct 
investments in our country. As of today, 
Turkish companies have invested more 
than 4.6 billion dollars in the United Sta-
tes. We also note that the current value of 
the investments by the members of the US 
Chamber of Commerce in Turkey has ex-
ceeded 50 billion dollars. 

As of the end of 2017, the trade volume 
between our countries exceeded 20 billi-
on dollars. Our export to the United States 
is 8.7 billion dollars, while our import is 
12 billion dollars. With these figures, the 
United States ranks in 5th place in our ex-
ports and 4th place in our imports. The-
refore, the balance of trade between our 
countries is in favor of the United States 
and negative for Turkey. Despite this si-
tuation, the administration adopted pro-
tectionist measures against some goods 
of Turkish origin and introduced additi-
onal duties. Trump Administration’s in-
tention to reach its political goals by me-
ans of commercial measures is one of the 
obstacles preventing the development of 
our economic cooperation. The administ-

ration targets our country with, among 
others, iron and steel tariffs which were 
doubled for our country, sanctions, inves-
tigations and, of course, currency fluctua-
tions. Nevertheless, we are hopeful about 
the future of our political and commercial 
relations with the United States. 

Dear Friends,

Turkey has adopted a foreign trade policy 
that favors free trade to the extent pos-
sible. It is clear that protectionist policies 
will not go far especially when internatio-
nal trade in goods has reached 18 trillion 
dollars. History tells us clearly that there 
are no winners in a war, particularly in a 
trade war. Any decision taken unilaterally 
will be reciprocated. Such an attitude will 
create a lose-lose situation both in trade 
and politics. However, we always support 
the win-win principle. Right now, the fu-
ture of the international trade regime that 
has been established through years of dip-
lomatic deliberations is under jeopardy. A 
trade war between the three largest eco-
nomies of the world, the United States, 
the European Union and China, will not 
remain limited to these economies and 
will have an impact on everyone. In fact, 
Africa and many developing countries are 
beginning to feel the negative repercussi-
ons of these developments.

Turkey has had a trade deficit for many 
years. Nevertheless, we never resorted to 
protectionism by taking unilateral deci-
sions at the expense of the international 
trade regime. We tried to make up for this 

deficit by finding new markets and inc-
reasing the efficiency and productivity 
of our economy. We try to solve our com-
mercial problems based on dialogue and a 
win-win understanding without resorting 
to threats. 

Any grievance must be resolved on the ba-
sis of the rules of the World Trade Orga-
nization. Based on this understanding, we 
are seeking justice against the restrictions 
targeting our country at the World Trade 
Organization. We applied to the World 
Trade Organization regarding the additi-
onal customs duties imposed on various 
steel and aluminum products of Turkish 
origin. The first interim decision of this 
legal process which we launched to pre-
vent unfair competition was in favor of 
Turkey and almost all of our arguments 
were accepted. We will seek to defend the 
full extent of our national interests and 
apply for legal remedies at the relevant in-
ternational institutions.

Turkey will continue to 
strengthen its investment 
environment

Distinguished Guests,

We always considered all international 
companies investing in Turkey as one of our 
own, regardless of their origin, country or 
position. We support international invest-
ments with a sound legal framework and 
through institutional support. Our doors 
are open and will always be open to anyone 
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who believes in our investment potential, 
has confidence in our future and wants to 
take advantage of the investment opportu-
nities in Turkey. Let me repeat something 
that I told senior managers of American 
companies in Turkey whom I recently met. 
Turkey will continue to strengthen its in-
vestment environment without compromi-
sing the rules of the free market economy. 
We will continue to enact necessary legal 
regulations to attract more direct invest-
ment to our country and to ensure that 
foreign investors feel confident in making 
more investment. Similarly, we continue to 
attach more importance to better predicta-
bility and a transparent investment clima-
te. Turkey’s success in the past 16 years is a 
clear manifestation of our will.

Turkey has made more progress than any 
other OECD country in terms of its per-
formance in removing obstacles to invest-
ments. These investor-friendly reforms 
resulted in an average 5.7 percent annual 
real growth rate for 16 years. We were the 
fastest growing economy among G-20 co-
untries with a growth rate of 7.4 percent 
in 2017. We also ranked among the fastest 
growing economies of the world in the first 
and second quarters of 2018, with a growth 
rate of 7.3 and 5.2 percent respectively. In-
vestors who recognized the stability we int-
roduced in the past 16 years invested 200 
billion dollars directly in Turkey. Conside-
ring that total investment for the 80 years 
preceding 2003 was only 15 billion dollars, 
these numbers speak of real progress. 

There is no doubt that we owe this success 
story to our determination to carry out re-
forms. The new government system that 
we adopted with the June 24 elections has 
strengthened our hand in translating our 
will for reforms into action. Our country 
will be able to take decisions swiftly and 
more effectively without being blocked by 
bureaucracy or shackled by the old system. 
Our new system of government enables 
the political will to take action to realize re-
forms with minimum resistance and very 
few obstacles. This period will be one whe-
re Turkey will become increasingly more 
open to the outside world and refrain from 
becoming inward looking.

Dear Friends,

As you probably know, some circles are 
trying to create mistrust and suspicion 
about the Turkish economy by taking ad-
vantage of the recent currency fluctuati-
on. These groups, who offer pessimistic 
accounts of the situation almost every day, 
are interested in settling their old acco-
unts with Turkey rather than speaking the 
truth. In any case, Turkey has successfully 
survived both the global financial crisis in 
the United States in 2009 and the Europe-
an public debt crisis. While many banks 
had to be saved by the governments in the 
United States and the European Union in 
2009, we did not have a single bank that 
needed government assistance. 

In the past 16 years, we have been able to 
reduce our public debt to GDP ratio from 
72 percent to 28 percent. We reduced the 

budget deficit to GDP ratio from 11.4 to 
1.5 percent. We became one of the biggest 
employment countries in the world by cre-
ating an average of one million new jobs 
every year.

We increased our exports from 36 billion 
dollars in 2002 to over 163 billion dollars. 
We achieved significant developments in 
tourism as an important source of revenue 
in our balance of payments. The number 
of tourists visiting our country increased 
from 13 million in 2002 to more than 40 
million while tourism revenues increased 
from 8.5 billion dollars to 25-30 billion 
dollars. This year will be a record year in 
terms of tourist numbers. 

We are taking measures to 
protect foreign trade from 
exchange rate pressures

Recent experiences must be interpreted as 
a sign of balancing, rather than a crisis. The 
New Economic Program for 2019-2021 
announced last month is an important ro-
admap for the future of our country. This 
program envisions a steady growth in the 
economy while removing the burden of 
some non-urgent projects to close the gap 
in public finances. We will generate public 
resources amounting to 76 billion TL in 
2019 as a result of savings in expenditures 
and by income growth. Our goal for infla-
tion in 2021 has been set at 6 percent. We 
are determined to reach this goal. We are 
also working on finding a long-lasting so-
lution to the current account deficit which 
runs contrary to Turkey’s good image and 
increases financial vulnerability.

We will conduct trade based on local cur-
rencies to bring the foreign exchange 
deficit which harms our economy close 
to zero. We started to adopt measures to 
protect our foreign trade from exchange 
rate pressures. We are now discussing the 
possibility of conducting trade in national 
currencies with many countries, especially 
those with whom we have significant trade 
relations.

We will continue to encourage our ban-
king sector to provide loans needed by the 
private sector. We will reduce our depen-
dency on foreign energy sources by increa-
sing the share of renewable energy and lo-
cal coal resources in power generation and 
by accelerating our oil and gas exploration 
activities. 

We will build on the measures introduced 
recently to increase personal savings. We 
will not make any concessions on fiscal 
discipline in this process. We will rapidly 
build on existing efforts to make Istanbul 
an international financial hub.

Distinguished Guests,

In the last 16 years, we have managed to 
grow our economy and raise the welfare 
of our citizens in a fair manner while suc-
cessfully repelling attacks against our de-
mocracy. We successfully overcame many 
attacks such as street protests, tutelage, 
terrorist actions and a coup attempt that 
would have paralyzed many countries in 
the world. 

Who was the target of the FETO terrorist 
attack on July 15, 2016? The state! 251 pe-



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

7372

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

ople were martyred on July 15 while 2,193 
were wounded. The ringleader of the terro-
rist organization is here, in Pennsylvania. 
The FETO terrorist organization is recei-
ving 850 million dollars from the state bud-
get in 27 states through its charter schools 
alone. The terrorist ringleader residing in 
the United States is still not prosecuted 
despite the criminal files we provided; it is 
almost as if he is being protected. Are we 
not strategic partners? Why is the United 
States, our strategic partner, protecting a 
terrorist? 

We hold firm in unity and solidarity des-
pite the instability and bloody conflicts 
surrounding us. Instead of closing our 
borders to the flow of refugees from Syria 
and Iraq, we opened our doors to all vic-
tims and the oppressed without distincti-
on. We aid people in need in all corners of 
the world and support them with develop-
ment assistance. We take care of them and 
provide for their needs in education, healt-
hcare and clothing. The European Union 
pledged an assistance of 3+3 billion euros. 
However, the amount we have received so 
far is only 1 billion 700 million euros. The 
amount sent by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees is only 520 
million dollars. We spent 32 billion dollars 
for our Syrian brothers and sisters. We will 
continue protecting our brothers and sis-
ters from barrel bombs, even if we receive 
no support.

As the President of 81 million Turks and 
the Chairman of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, I would like to touch 
upon a very important subject. The United 
States delivered weapons and ammuniti-

on to the terrorists in northern Syria in 18 
thousand trucks and three thousand cargo 
planes. Who will the PYD/YPG terrorist or-
ganization use these arms against? Turkey! 
Our statements on this subject are conside-
red unjust whenever we refer to this topic. 
However, we must speak these truths. He 
who remains silent in the face of injustice 
is the devil. 

Like in the Idlib crisis, we are engaged in 
intensive global diplomacy for peace in 
order to prevent new humanitarian trage-
dies that will cost the lives of tens of tho-
usands of civilians. We will maintain our 
humanitarian perspective in the future as 
well. We will continue to fully engage in 
efforts to ensure peace and stability in our 
region, particularly in our neighbors. The-
re are no winners in war and conflict. The-
re will be no winners of trade wars either. 
On the other hand, the whole world stands 
to win from peace and cooperation. In this 
respect, Turkey aims to maintain coopera-
tion in all areas. We expect strong support 
from the distinguished representatives of 
the Turkish-US business community for 
this struggle. We want you to continue to 
have confidence in Turkey’s bright future 
and potential.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
once again thank you for attending this im-
portant meeting. I would like to thank the 
organizers of the meeting and hope that it 
brings auspicious results.

All the best.

My Dear Friend President Steinmeier, Dis-
tinguished First Lady, Esteemed Ladies 
and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect. I 
am very happy to be with you on the occa-
sion of my state visit to the Federal Repub-

lic of Germany upon the invitation of my 
dear friend President Steinmeier. First of 
all, I would like to express my gratitude 
to President Steinmeier for his kind invi-
tation and warm hospitality on behalf of 
myself and my delegation. I believe that 

How come terrorists who 
murdered thousands of our 

people roam freely
in Germany?

State Dinner in Germany | Berlin, Germany | September 28, 2018
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this visit will help advance the deep-roo-
ted friendship between our two countries 
even further.

Turkey and Germany are two big and 
strong states. They have not been at war 
with each other in modern history. They 
were allies in World War I and shared the 
same destiny. The political, military and 
economic relations between our countri-
es that began immediately after Germany 
proclaimed national unity developed ra-
pidly and deepened significantly. It was 
German officers who oversaw the efforts 
to restructure the Ottoman army. 

Likewise, German companies played an ac-
tive role in the development efforts during 
the late Ottoman period and took on the 
operation of various economic activities 
in our country. Germany has made signifi-
cant contributions to the establishment of 
the first phone lines in 1881, the founding 
of the first power plant in Gazhane at Dol-
mabahçe in 1906 and the opening of the 
Haydarpaşa Train Station in 1908. German 
companies have played a big role in indust-
rialization efforts in Turkey for more than 
a century. Siemens, active in our country 
since 1857, and Bosch, which established 
its first office in 1910, are two examples 
that come to mind. There is no doubt that 
the most important project at that time 
was the Berlin-Baghdad Railroad. I am of 
the opinion that Germany and Turkey can 
once more share the same vision as we pre-
pare for a new leap in rail transportation.

Dear Friends, 

Our deep-rooted relations extend to cul-
ture and education. The Istanbul German 
High School which recently celebrated its 
150th anniversary is a symbol of the coo-
peration spanning centuries between our 
countries. Furthermore, the Turkish-Ger-
man University which was inaugurated in 
2013 crowns our academic relations as a 
respectable institution with thousands of 
Turkish, German as well as international 
students. It gives us great pleasure to see 
that our deep-seated relations continue to 
prosper in political, military, economic, 
cultural and social areas. 

We welcome more investment 
from German companies

With such a broad base for our relations, 
it is natural to have occasional differences 
of opinion. What matters is the ability to 
overcome these differences through mutu-
al respect, dialogue and diplomacy. To qu-
ote from a German proverb, “Falling down 
is not a crime, staying down is.” We must 
develop our relations by emphasizing our 
commonalities rather than our differences 
of opinion. Turkey and Germany have re-
peatedly succeeded in doing this. I believe 
that we have been able to overcome recent 
problems thanks to this understanding. In 
addition to our historical ties, Germany is 
presently an ally and a close working part-
ner for Turkey in various international 
platforms. 

When faced with international issues, our 
countries have always acted by consulting 
each other and in a spirit of partnership. We 
believe that we share the same concerns on 
many issues, particularly with respect to 
the Syrian crisis and irregular migration. 
German authorities have always recogni-
zed the Turkish nation’s support for their 
Syrian neighbors fleeing persecution and 
the way they generously shared their bread 
with them. By the same token, we welco-
med the strong leadership of Germany for 
the Syrian victims in Europe. Germany be-
came the defender of European values by 
adopting a humanitarian perspective even 
as other countries tried to stop refugees 
by putting up barbed wire. The initiative 
taken by Turkey and Germany in this pro-
cess prevented the refugee crisis from esca-
lating further. Turkey will work to prevent 
new tragedies and new waves of migration; 
our actions to resolve the conundrum that 
Idlib has become is a testament to this goal. 
I hope that we will maintain the same spi-
rit of solidarity in the future.

Distinguished Guests,

We also have very strong economic rela-
tions with Germany. Foreign trade and 
investment figures between our countries 
are proof of such strong ties. Germany is 
the biggest trading partner of our country. 
German companies rank first among the 
international companies operating in our 
country. In terms of the number of tourists 
who visit Turkey, our German friends rank 
first as well.

Turkey has a free market economy and a 
large market with significant economic 
potential. The Turkish economy is built 
on solid foundations. The reforms that our 
government has implemented since 2002 
strengthened not only Turkish democracy, 
but also our economy. As a result, our co-
untry comfortably survived the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis and recorded an average of 
5.7 percent economic growth in the last 10 
years. Likewise, the effects of the July 15 
coup attempt on our economy have been 
extremely limited. The Turkish nation ac-
ted in unity, togetherness and solidarity to 
protect its democracy and economy. 

The speculative periodic fluctuations expe-
rienced in recent weeks are also temporary. 
Thanks to the measures we have taken, the 
effects of these fluctuations have been li-
mited. International investments are un-
der the guarantee of our government and 
state. International companies continue to 
conduct their business without encounte-
ring any obstacles. We hope that German 
companies will increase their investments 
in our country and expand their activities 
by adding new areas to their production. 
At this point, I would like to state that the 
use of quotas, taxes and commercial sanc-
tions for political purposes is highly impro-
per. We are glad to see that Germany sha-
res our point of view in this regard. 

Another factor that makes Turkish-German 
relations unique is the Turkish community 
living in Germany. The Turkish commu-
nity first arrived in 1961 at the invitation 
of Germany for work. 57 years later, it is a 
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community of 3.5 million people who sha-
re this country’s destiny. Turks contribu-
ted to Germany’s development effort after 
World War II by the sweat of their brow. As 
Turkey, we believe that our people’s future 
is here in Germany. We make every effort 
to ensure that the Turkish community can 
live in peace with their German neighbors. 
We hope that our people who have been 
calling Germany home for the last 57 ye-
ars will continue to integrate as equal par-
ticipants without facing discrimination or 
having to forgo their ties to their roots. In 
this regard, we welcome the efforts of the 
German authorities.

We must fight against racist 
and Islamophobic movements 
together

I would also like to thank President Stein-
meier for the initiatives he has personally 
sponsored, such as the Turkish-German 
Coffee Table event. I believe that we will 
fight together against racist, xenophobic 
and Islamophobic movements that threa-
ten Europe’s future and social peace.

However, I cannot but help stress a specific 
point. Just a moment ago, President Stein-
meier referred to German citizens arrested 
in Turkey and the detained Turkish jour-
nalists, trade unionists, lawyers, intellectu-
als and politicians. These concerns raised 
by President Steinmeier require further 
explanation. I see that he has been misin-
formed... As Turkey’s President, my duty is 
to set the record straight. 

We surely do not have a duty to protect 
terrorists. If someone is involved in terro-
rism in my country, our judiciary will take 
action, regardless of the identity of that 
person. This is the same for Germany. Tho-
usands of members of the PKK, which the 
European Union regards as a terrorist or-
ganization, are roaming freely in Germany. 
These terrorists occasionally hold protests 
in the shadow of the posters of the ringle-
ader of the terrorist organization. Howe-
ver, such protests are in fact banned. So 
why are they permitted to take place? How 
come terrorists who killed hundreds and 
thousands of people move about freely? 

They are referred to as “intellectuals”. First, 
we must define the concept of “intellectu-
al” well. They are referred to as “journa-
lists”. Who can defend journalists who are 
involved in terrorism and have therefore 
been convicted by the Turkish judiciary? 
One of these so-called journalists was sen-
tenced to 5 years and 10 months. This so-
called journalist made use of a loophole to 
flee from Turkey to Germany. At present, 
he is being commended and held in high 
esteem in Germany. That is not what we 
did with respect to individuals who com-
mitted similar crimes in Germany and 
then came to Turkey. These people were 
held accountable before the Turkish judi-
ciary. But someone who is currently con-
victed in my country has escaped and is in 
this country. Although we have an extradi-
tion agreement with Germany, this person 
is not being handed over to us. 
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Likewise, hundreds and thousands of 
members of the FETO terrorist organizati-
on roam freely in Germany. Are we suppo-
sed to remain silent about this? Actually, I 
had no intention of referring to these issu-
es tonight. However, when the President 
mentioned them, I had to speak. I wish I 
did not have to. In fact, we discussed these 
issues between us earlier today, and there 
was no need to bring them up again. Be-
cause I thought this would be a table of 
friendly conversation. In fact, these topics 
should not be talked about around a table 
like this. 

With these feelings, I express my gratitu-
de to all our German friends, especially 
President Steinmeier, for their hospitality. 
Our ancestors say, “choose everything the 
newest, but your friends the oldest”. I hope 
that this historic state visit to Germany 

will help further strengthen the deep-roo-
ted Turkish-German friendship.

I would like to thank everyone for hono-
ring our table and hope that my visit will 
bring auspicious results.

As I conclude my words, I would like to 
quote one of the great German statesmen, 
Bismarck, first in Turkish and then in Ger-
man:

“The love of Turks and Germans for one 
another is so deep-seated that it can never 
be shaken.”

“Die Liebe der Türken und Deutschen ist 
so tief verwurzelt, dass sie niemals ers-
chüttert werden.” 

Thank you.

My Fellow Citizens, My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters, Dear people of Cologne, Distinguis-
hed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with my warmest regards. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

From this rostrum, I would like to send my 
deepest regards to my 3.5 million brothers 
and sisters living across Germany. I would 
also like to greet all of my Muslim brothers 
and sisters whose hearts beat with us no 
matter what their ethnicity, country of ori-
gin, language or skin color.

Likewise, I would like to respectfully salu-
te our fellow countrymen who work by the 
sweat of their brow for welfare, peace and 

I cannot tolerate the lynching
of Mesut Özil and İlkay

Germany DITIB Cologne Central Mosque and Complex Official
Opening Ceremony | Cologne, Germany | September 29, 2018
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development in their adopted countries 
across Europe. I would like to thank you 
for your enthusiasm and loyalty. It gives 
me great pleasure to have this opportunity 
on the occasion of my visit to Germany to 
officially inaugurate the Cologne Central 
Mosque of the Turkish-Islamic Union for 
Religious Affairs. Once more, I would like 
to thank the President of Germany, Mr. 
Steinmeier for his kind invitation. I would 
also like to extend my heartfelt gratitude 
to the people of Cologne who welcome us 
on such a meaningful day for such an aus-
picious occasion. I hope that this historic 
State Visit, which I carry out as the first 
President of the Presidential System of 
Government adopted in the June 24 elec-
tions, will prove beneficial for all of us and 
our countries. 

Praise be to Allah; this has been a very pro-
ductive and successful visit taking place 
at a critical time. During my bilateral me-
etings with both Mr. Steinmeier and Ms. 
Merkel, we had the opportunity to have 
sincere discussions on issues concerning 
both countries. We discussed opportu-
nities for increasing trade and economic 
investments as well as how to fight more 
effectively against racism, xenophobia and 
Islamophobia. Furthermore, we met lea-
ding German investors and discussed new 
projects that can mobilize Turkey’s invest-
ment potential. I believe that the contacts 
we had in the last two days strengthened 
the deep-rooted Turkish-German friend-
ship even further. We will leave aside some 
of our recent differences of opinion with 
Germany and focus on our common inte-

rests from now on. We will strengthen our 
cooperation in all areas including in the 
fight against terrorist organizations, the 
refugee crisis, the conflict in Syria and re-
garding trade wars.

Currently there are about 10 thousand pe-
ople outside. I greet them wholeheartedly. 
They may not hear me directly, but they 
probably hear the voice of my heart. You 
understand what I am saying, don’t you?

I believe that such cooperation will create 
more opportunities especially for the more 
than 3.5 million Turks living in Germany. 
This new period will bring greater prospe-
rity, peace and freedom for our brothers 
and sisters.

This mosque is a monument of 
pride for millions of Muslims

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Today, we are witnessing a truly historic 
moment. We are officially inaugurating 
the Cologne Central Mosque and Complex 
by the Turkish-Islamic Union for Religious 
Affairs. First of all, allow me to thank ever-
yone who worked hard to create this won-
derful edifice in Cologne, Germany.

When the foundations of the mosque were 
laid, some narrow-minded groups organi-
zed protests, as they do now, opposing the 
construction of the mosque. Despite the-
se protests, many German politicians and 
civil society representatives encouraged 
the project and stood by DITIB and the 

Turkish community. Similarly, our friends 
from different religions and cultures living 
in this city supported the construction of 
the mosque as well. There is no doubt that 
DITIB and Turks provided the greatest 
support and effort for the construction of 
the complex with their financial and moral 
assistance. Our brothers and sisters here 
worked tirelessly day and night and did 
not yield to threats from marginal circles; 
as a result, they gifted a beautiful edifice 
to Cologne, and to Germany. I express my 
heartfelt thanks to our architects and engi-
neers who prepared the plans for the mos-
que; to our artists who enhanced its beauty 
with their calligraphy, ornamentation and 
embroidery; to our workers who patiently 
worked on every corner; and to our friends 
who made this project a reality with their 
support.

I believe that this complex will have an im-
portant place in world architecture with 
its location, architecture, interior decorati-
on and ornamentation. However, I would 
also like to emphasize one point here. The 
Central Mosque belongs primarily to the 
State of North Rhine-Westphalia and its 
most populous city, Cologne. This mosque 
also belongs to everyone, Muslim or non-
Muslim, who believes in the value of peace, 
coexistence and mutual respect for huma-
nity. Our mosque is also a monument of 
pride for millions of Muslims living in Ger-
many. Today is not just about inaugurating 
a mosque and a complex; it is also about 
presenting this city with a monument that 
defies conflict and hostility in every stone 
and engraving.

Islam is a religion of peace. Terrorism has 
no place in Islam. Daesh and other terro-
rist organizations have nothing to do with 
Islam. Every Muslim must be aware of this. 

With the opening of the complex, Muslims 
living in and around Cologne now have a 
place where they can easily perform their 
religious duties and engage in various soci-
al and cultural activities. With this edifice, 
the Turkish community has demonstrated 
that they are an inseparable part of this 
city and this land. I would like to express 
on this occasion that we expect other cities 
in Germany to welcome similar projects in 
the future.

Our sisters should have more 
opportunity to make use of 
mosques

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The azaan which is called out from the mi-
narets of mosques five times a day invites 
Muslims to worship and humanity to pea-
ce, salvation and unity. Each mosque is the 
manifestation, reflection and embodiment 
of “Al Jami”, one of Allah’s names, on earth. 
With his name “Jami”, Allah unites us in 
mosques where we worship him and sof-
tens our hearts. These sacred spaces make 
us one, make us great, make us strong and 
make us brothers. Mosques remind us of 
the brotherhood of 1.7 billion Muslims 
and the value of 7 billion people in the eyes 
of our divine Creator. Under this dome, 
rank, money or position in life as worker 
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or employer are irrelevant. Under this bles-
sed roof, the ethnic origin, skin color and 
language of individuals or their European 
or African roots are irrelevant.

Our mosques are a symbol of oneness, as 
well as unity. With the Masjid an-Nabawi, 
all mosques became places of worship as 
well as education. Across centuries, mos-
ques became schools where our children 
learn the Quran; madrasahs where Isla-
mic studies are taught; and centers of edu-
cation where women and men of all ages 
attend sermons for their spiritual deve-
lopment. It is very important that all of us 
view mosques from this perspective. We 
must make the best use of not only the Co-
logne Central Mosque but also all mosques 
in Germany and Europe.

We should not regard mosques only as pla-
ces for prayer; we must make them centers 
for self-development in all fields. Children 
are the joy of our homes and the guarantee 
of our future and we should take them to 
mosques more often. We must ensure that 
our sisters can visit mosques more often. 
It is said that our sisters cannot go to the 
mosque for Friday or Eid prayers. This de-
ters the ladies from frequenting mosques. 
Why shouldn’t they go? Ladies must take 
their well-deserved place in mosques to 
ensure that these sacred places fulfill their 
true meaning. 

We must ensure that our non-Muslim fri-
ends are able to visit mosques with a peace 
of mind and without any concern. In our 
cities, we must create opportunities for the 

poor and destitute from all faiths so that 
they can benefit from the blessings of our 
mosques. We have to work hard to trans-
form DITIB Cologne Central Mosque and 
Complex into a center that befits its title. 
This place must be the symbol of our exis-
tence in these lands, in defiance of those 
who try to represent us as the “other” and 
their enemy in Europe.

57 years ago, you arrived here with the in-
tention of working in Germany for a short 
time and returning to Turkey. But circums-
tances have changed. Now, many of you 
are dual citizens. Although since then, dual 
citizenship has been banned. We discussed 
this with the authorities several times and 
asked for dual citizenship to be allowed.

This place should be a center for coexisten-
ce in defiance of those who want to exclu-
de us. This mosque should be filled with 
the joy of children, the excitement of yo-
ung people and the wisdom of the elderly. 
This beautiful place must be decorated 
with the elegance and skill of our women. 
God willing, I believe that each of you here 
will place the Cologne Central Mosque at 
the center of your work.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

A Muslim is a person of prudence and fo-
resight. These are tough times where we 
need to act with greater prudence and fo-
resight than ever before. For a while now, 
certain groups have been trying to pull our 
brothers, especially those who live abroad, 
in a double bind. On the one hand, our yo-
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uth is pushed into the trap of terrorism by 
herds of murderers such as Daesh, FETO 
and the PKK. On the other hand, racist 
organizations try to undermine the rights 
and liberties of Muslims. Terrorist orga-
nizations which make it their business to 
shed Muslim blood and cause the greatest 
harm to Muslims are pinned on Muslims 
by being labeled as “Islamist” or “jihadist”. 
At this point, I would like to reiterate so-
mething I have expressed at every oppor-
tunity. Any organization which is engaged 
in terrorism and violence or threatens the 
lives of innocent people has no connection 
to Islam, Muslims or our faith, no matter 
what their name, claim or ideology may 
be. The expression “Islamic terrorism” is as 
wrong as expressions such as Christian ter-
rorism, Jewish terrorism or Buddhist ter-
rorism. Frankly speaking, those who coin 
and use such terminology are certainly not 
doing it in good faith. As a nation that has 
carried the flag of Islam for a thousand ye-
ars, we never remained silent against those 
who try to exploit our religion. We stand 
against those who try to smear our faith 
with these expressions in the same way as 
we stand against terrorist organizations 
such as Daesh, FETO and the PKK.

We call on all of our 
counterparts to be consistent in 
their attitude against terrorism 

I believe that the following truth must be 
told. We have never made any distinction 
between terrorist organizations. In our 
view, the PKK murderers who martyred 

the 11-month-old baby Bedirhan with his 
mother two months ago are no different 
from the Daesh villains who killed civili-
ans in the marketplace in Berlin. We treat 
the victims of terrorism around the world 
in the same way as we treat our citizens 
who were martyred by FETO traitors on 
the night of July 15 only because they 
were determined to protect their will.

Now, some people try to tell me otherwi-
se. What are they saying? They say FETO 
schools educate quality students. The pi-
lots who bombed their own citizens on 
July 15 were also well educated; their 
shoulders were full of stars. These traitors 
bombed my brothers and sisters without 
blinking an eye. What matters is to have 
knowledge and wisdom. 

As a consequence of our principled stan-
ce, we purged Jarablus and Al-Bab regions 
from Daesh and the Afrin region from the 
PKK’s Syrian branch PYD/YPG. Unlike 
some other countries, we did not make 
the mistake of fighting a terrorist organi-
zation by empowering another one. Our 
position has not changed. We call upon all 
our counterparts to act against terrorism 
with greater consistency and to fight wit-
hout differentiating between killers. 

In this context, FETO members who mart-
yred 251 people and injured 2 thousand 
193 citizens on the night of July 15 should 
not be sheltered in Europe. One should no 
longer turn a blind eye to the exploitati-

on of Europe’s democratic institutions by 
the enemies of democracy. The streets and 
squares of European capitals should no 
longer be soiled by the dirty presence of 
the terrorist organization. PKK’s terrorist 
lords in Syria and Iraq not only drive pe-
ople away from their homes and conduct 
ethnic cleansing but also give guns to 14- 
or 15-year-old children and force them 
to fight. Murderers of people and democ-
racy, who smear our region in blood and 
tears, should not be allowed to move aro-
und freely here. We in Turkey understand 
the suffering from terrorism very well; we 
expect our European friends to fight more 
vigorously against terrorist organizations. 
We ask political and media institutions in 
Europe to avoid making statements that 
may marginalize or target Muslims.

Our Mesut Özil and İlkay, who were born 
and raised in Germany, were almost 
lynched because they had their photos 
taken with me in England. Frankly, I can-
not tolerate the lynching of my brothers. 
For example, Mesut scored in a match 
against Turkey which I was watching 
with the Chancellor and we applauded 
him together. Who did Mesut score aga-
inst? Turkey, he scored against my team. 
We never said, “Mesut, what you are do-
ing? You scored a goal against your own 
team!” What happened to our brothers 
is not acceptable. Of course, there were 
some people who supported Mesut and 
we thank them. But we had hoped to see 
a joint stance against racism.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Distinguished Guests,

Cologne is a city with great cultural and 
ethnic diversity in Germany. We know that 
the Turkish community is quite large in 
this city. I hope that the Cologne administ-
ration, which sees differences as an asset 
instead of a source of conflict, maintains 
this attitude.

Islamophobia, xenophobia and racism are 
ills that threaten not only our present but 
also our future. We must fight together 
against these movements that erode social 
peace and undermine the culture of coe-
xistence.

We will not allow Turkish-
German friendship to be harmed

Turkey has always supported integration 
efforts for the 3.5 million strong Turkish 
community based on equal participation. 
Our people, who have lived in Germany for 
57 years to work, study, engage in politics 
and to raise their children here, see their 
future in this country. We consider that the 
future of our brothers and sisters many of 
whom have become German citizens lies 
here in this country. We try to contribute 
to meeting the needs of our brothers on 
critical issues such as education, culture, 
language and religion. We encourage our 
people to become visible in politics, eco-
nomy, arts, sports, academia; in short, in 
all walks of life. We are proud of the achi-
evements of the Turkish community. We 
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certainly do not take into account criticism 
which, at times, comes close to lynching, 
from some circles who ascribe to parochi-
al ideologies. We will continue to support 
our citizens around the world today and in 
the future. We will not allow a handful of 
incompetent FETO and PKK sympathizers 
to disturb your peace and damage Turkish-
German friendship.

I would like to end my remarks with the 
interpretation of a verse which is traditi-
onally engraved in the crown gate of each 
mosque by our ancestors. In Surat Al-Hijr, 
Allah says “Udhulûhâ bi selamin aminin”. 
In other words,” Enter there in peace and 
safety!” This divine call is not only for Mus-
lims, but for all humanity. I would like to 
repeat this call to everyone, along with our 
friends from Cologne. Enter in peace and 
safety to this beautiful place which is a 
symbol of peace and salvation. Let love and 

mutual respect flourish here in defiance of 
those who try to sow seeds of hatred in our 
hearts.

Let us meet on the common ground of hu-
manity as the children of Adam and Eve, 
thereby discrediting those who try to make 
enemies of us by stoking strife.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I once again thank President of Germany, 
Mr. Steinmeier, for his kind invitation and 
hospitality. I hope my visit will be benefici-
al for our countries. I hope that the DITIB 
Cologne Central Mosque and Complex will 
be the center of peace, serenity, safety and 
security in Europe.

I hope that the prayers in this mosque will 
be heard by Allah. May Allah bless you all.

All the best.

Honorable Prime Minister, My Dear Fri-
end, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I greet you with heartfelt respect and af-
fection. 

I am happy to be back in Hungary after a 
5-year interval, this time as the President 
of my country. This is an important visit 

not only in terms of the relations between 
our countries; it is also an important visit 
because we are here for the inauguration 
of one of the symbols of the centuries-old 
and deep-rooted friendship between Turks 
and Hungarians. I am very pleased that my 
dear friend Prime Minister Viktor Orban is 
here to inaugurate the Tomb of Gül Baba 
with me. 

The spiritual legacy of Gül Baba 
is a testament to the friendship 

between our countries 

Inauguration of the Restored Tomb of Gül Baba
Budapest, Hungary | October 9, 2018 
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I believe everyone in Hungary is familiar 
with the Bektashi Dervish Gül Baba who 
received this name because of the roses he 
carried under his head gear. Gül Baba was 
martyred on this hill 477 years ago. And 
this great person is still remembered ne-
arly five centuries after his death. In fact, 
the values that Gül Baba represents and 
the qualities he embodies are more impor-
tant today than ever before. The name Gül 
Baba has become synonymous with values 
such as loyalty, courage, justice, sacrifice, 
respect and love. 

This mausoleum that has stood the test of 
time is more than just a reminder of our 
mutual history. Gül Baba has more to do 
with the present and the future than the 
past. Gül Baba speaks to his visitors from 
the depths of history, reminding them that 
humanity can survive only through mutu-
al respect, understanding and friendship 
between different cultures. Gül Baba is 
also an example of how love triumphs over 
hate, peace over conflict and solidarity 
over selfishness.

The late Evliya Çelebi who, during his tra-
vels in the 17th century also visited Hun-
gary, wrote the following verse for Gül 
Baba:
Aşık u sâdıkınım, ettim ziyâret ben gedâ
Bülbül- i güyâ gibi efgan idem ey Gülbaba
It means;
I came to you like a loving and a loyal slave.
Let me lament in your presence like a sad 
nightingale, oh Gülbaba...
Another poet, after visiting Gül Baba, exp-
resses his feelings with these words:

Like a phoenix on a hill, Gül Baba
Covers us in roses and awakens our souls...

Even though Gül Baba is no more, his 
name, his memory and his wisdom live on 
in this place. Gül Baba remains a beacon 
of truth in this beautiful garden where he 
rests among roses and he has the respect, 
fondness and affection of both Turks and 
Hungarians. God willing, the spiritual le-
gacy of Gül Baba will continue to be a tes-
tament to the friendship between our co-
untries in the coming centuries.

Dear Guests,

The late Evliya Çelebi and other travelers 
who visited the Tomb of Gül Baba in later 
years talk about how well the Hungarian 
people have taken care of the tomb. This 
caring and respectful attitude has made 
it possible for the Gül Baba Tomb to sur-
vive many a crisis without losing any of 
its beauty and magnificence. In the years 
following Gül Baba’s martyrdom, the tomb 
built by Mehmet Pasha who was the Gover-
nor of Buda underwent many repairs and 
restorations. Yet the secret of how this ma-
usoleum stood against the test of time lies 
in the respect that the people of this land 
have for the precious memory of Gül Baba.

Like Gül Baba, we will plant 
seeds of love instead of hate

I would also like to commemorate our 9th 
President, the late Süleyman Demirel, and 
Göncz Árpád, the President of Hungary at 
the time, who carried out the last major res-
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toration together. Together, the two Presi-
dents attended the inauguration ceremony 
of the tomb back in 1997. As they passed 
on this legacy, they also entrusted us with 
the task of making this tomb even greater 
and delivering it to future generations. I am 
delighted to be here to carry out this task 
today with my dear friend Prime Minister 
Orban. I believe that this holy place will be 
protected with great care by future genera-
tions and shall remain as one of the most 
precious symbols of Turkish-Hungarian fri-
endship.

This recent restoration carried out with 
significant contributions from the Turkish 
Cooperation and Coordination Agency has 
given the tomb a new face and enhanced 
its aesthetic value. The tomb and the gro-
unds have a new and beautiful look thanks 
to new landscaping and interior improve-
ments. I believe that this project that com-
bines traditional styles with modern ones 
will complement the beauty of the Danube 
and the magnificence of Budapest. I would 
like to thank the Turkish and Hungarian 
experts who cooperated on this project in 
a team effort as well as everyone else who 
contributed to the restoration.

On another note, I am aware that the Gül 
Baba Tomb is not the only example of our 
mutual historical and cultural legacy in 
Hungary. There are many monuments that 
symbolize the long-standing friendship, 
solidarity and common history of our co-
untries. In addition to those in Budapest, 
there are historical sites from the Ottoman 
period in cities such as Szigetvár, Pécs, Eger 
and Siklós. By protecting these sites, Hun-
gary protects not only its history, but also 

the cultural heritage of humanity, and sets 
an example to other countries. I would like 
to offer my thanks to Prime Minister Orban 
and the Hungarian government for these 
efforts. 

Turkey provided significant support to 
Hungary in these efforts. We will continue 
to assist to the best of our ability in the fu-
ture as well. We will continue taking steps 
to strengthen Turkish-Hungarian friend-
ship not only in terms of culture, but in 
economy, trade, investments and regional 
issues. I believe that cooperation is more im-
portant than ever before, especially at this 
time of rising threats against regional peace 
and stability. We will continue to speak the 
language of solidarity and protect the holy 
legacy of Gül Baba in the face of those who 
try to divide people by provoking religio-
us, ethnic and cultural differences. We will 
plant seeds of love and respect instead of 
hate, like Gül Baba did approximately 500 
years ago.

This visit that I make as the President 
after a five-year interval is an important 
reference for our future. Turkish-Hun-
garian cooperation will continue to take 
root under the watchful eye of Gül Baba’s 
spiritual heritage.

With these sentiments and thoughts, I hope 
that the Tomb of Gül Baba which we inau-
gurate today will bring blessings and good 
fortune to the Hungarian people and Bu-
dapest. I hope that this monumental work 
will strengthen the friendship between our 
countries and salute you all with affection 
and respect.

We must protect our countries 
from exchange rate and foreign 

currency pressures

Turkey-Africa Economy and Business Forum | Istanbul | October 10, 2018

Mr. President, Honorable Prime Minister, 
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished Gu-
ests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with my warmest regards. It is a 
great pleasure to host you in my country on 
the occasion of the Turkey-Africa Economy 
and Business Forum. I would like to welcome 
our distinguished guests from across the Af-

rican continent. I would like to thank the Mi-
nistry of Commerce, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and other institutions for organizing 
this important event. I hope that the Turkey-
Africa Economy and Business Forum will 
contribute to the growth of trade relations, 
investments and solidarity between our co-
untries. I would also like to congratulate the 
companies who will receive awards today.
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Distinguished Guests,

Turkey attaches great importance to our 
cooperation with the African continent. 
During my time as Prime Minister, we an-
nounced 2005 as the Year of Africa. Since 
then, we have picked up the pace. We hope 
to advance our relations in all areas on the 
basis of an equal partnership and a win-
win approach based on mutual respect. 
Since taking office, we remained true to 
this understanding and strived to streng-
then our cooperation with the entire Afri-
can continent. 

We reaped the fruits of our efforts in many 
areas since we initiated our Africa Outre-
ach Policy in 2003. I visited 21 African co-
untries as President alone. We placed im-
portance on including businesspeople and 
investors in our delegations during my vi-
sits. In the same period, we hosted heads 
of state and government from 16 African 
countries. We organized two Turkish-Af-
rica Partnership Summits, the first one in 
Istanbul in 2008 and the second in Mala-
bo in 2014. We plan to organize the third 
summit in Istanbul in 2019.

We hosted the Fourth United Nations Con-
ference on the Least Developed Countries 
which is of great importance for our brot-
hers and sisters in the African continent. 
The 12th Session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification and the first-
ever World Humanitarian Summit were 
also held in our country. We organized me-
etings in many areas including agriculture, 

health, trade and manufacturing prior 
to and after these summits. When thre-
ats from terrorist organizations such as 
Daesh, Al-Shabaab and Boko Haram con-
tinued to grow, we hosted summits and 
meetings in our country with the parti-
cipation of our friends from different 
faiths and diverse ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. We increased the number 
of our diplomatic missions, signed mili-
tary cooperation agreements, allocated 
scholarships to students, enhanced our 
activities in tourism and provided deve-
lopment aid in order to deepen our coo-
peration in a wide range of areas.

The value of our country’s 
investments in Africa is more 
than 6.2 billion dollars

While Turkey’s outreach was visible only 
in some regions and with respect to a limi-
ted number of areas until 10-15 years ago, 
we now have the 6th largest diplomatic net-
work in the world. As part of these efforts, 
we increased the number of our embassies 
on the continent from 12 to 41 since we 
took office. We established our biggest dip-
lomatic mission in the world in Somalia 
in Africa. In addition to our embassies, we 
expanded our presence on the continent 
through various institutions such as TİKA, 
Yunus Emre Institute, the Maarif Founda-
tion, Anadolu Agency and Turkish Airli-
nes. We had 12 counsellors in 11 African 
countries; now we have 37 counsellors in 
26 countries. TİKA conducts development 
aid activities across the continent with 21 

coordination offices. We provide support 
in terms of capacity building, infrastruc-
ture and job creation to ensure that young 
people and women in particular have a ho-
peful outlook on life.

Thanks to Türkiye Scholarships, there are 
now five thousand students from more 
than 50 African countries studying in un-
dergraduate and graduate programs in Tur-
key. The Maarif Foundation, Yunus Emre 
Institute, Turkish Red Crescent and AFAD, 
the Disaster and Emergency Management 
Presidency, are active in various regions ac-
ross the continent. Our non-governmental 
organizations work very hard, sometimes 
in very difficult circumstances, to provide 
solutions to the problems of our brothers 
and sisters on the continent.

The value of our country’s direct invest-
ments in Africa is more than 6.2 billion 
dollars. Turkish contractors have under-
taken one thousand 150 projects worth 
65 billion dollars across the continent. 
Turkish Eximbank provides commercial 
funds and affordable loans for infrast-
ructure projects in Africa. We concluded 
Trade and Economic Cooperation Agre-
ements with 46 African countries so far 
and established Joint Economic Commis-
sion mechanisms. We also concluded Ag-
reements on Reciprocal Promotion and 
Protection of Investments with 28 count-
ries, Free Trade Agreements with 5 count-
ries, and Agreements on the Prevention of 
Double Taxation with 12 countries. Many 
of these agreements are now in force.

In addition, Business Councils were es-
tablished with 43 African countries under 
the auspices of the Foreign Economic Re-
lations Board. Turkey’s trade volume with 
Africa increased from 3.7 billion dollars in 
2003 to 20.6 billion dollars in 2017. Our 
trade volume with sub-Saharan African co-
untries, which was 1.17 billion dollars in 
2003, reached 7.1 billion dollars in 2017. 
We provide support in terms of capacity 
building, infrastructure and job creation 
on the continent to ensure that young pe-
ople and women in particular have a ho-
peful outlook on life. The projects we have 
implemented in Somalia since 2011 are 
an important example demonstrating our 
approach to the African continent. 

Dear Friends,

The heartfelt support of our African brot-
hers and sisters to our country’s efforts is 
the most rewarding part of this process. 
Turkey’s Africa Outreach has had a serious 
influence across the continent and attrac-
ted a great deal of attention. The friendly 
hand we extended has never been left un-
reciprocated by African countries. As we 
strengthened our diplomatic presence on 
the continent, African countries increased 
the number of their diplomatic missions in 
Turkey from 10 to 33. Our African friends 
have always supported us on international 
platforms such as the United Nations and 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
in our righteous struggle to ensure global 
peace and justice. For instance, Turkey and 
African countries were the first to react to 
the escalation of harassments, attacks and 
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violations against Jerusalem by the Israeli 
administration. And for that, I thank you. 
African countries stood up for the people 
of Palestine and the Palestinian cause whi-
le others who miss no opportunity to issue 
a democracy and human rights score card 
to Turkey and criticize our country even 
on the flimsiest of excuses remained silent 
in the face of the murders committed by Is-
rael in front of the cameras.

The burden of war and 
migration lies on the shoulders 
of underdeveloped and 
developing countries

I was in Hungary yesterday. Our Hungarian 
friends made an offer about the Hungarian 
Eximbank and the Turkish Eximbank ma-
king joint investments in Africa. We said 
that we could make joint investments. God 
willing, Turkey and Hungary will make jo-
int investments in Africa in the upcoming 
period. 

Regional platforms such as the African 
Union show great effort to maintain de-
mocracy, stability and security across the 
continent. While many countries welco-
med the putschists with open arms, the Af-
rican Union has always sided with democ-
racy and law. The African Union played a 
leading role in the change of power thro-
ugh democratic means in West Africa. Our 
African brothers and sisters have taken a 
similar humanitarian and moral position 
on the issue of irregular migration. While 
wealthy Western countries condemn the 

refugees that seek refuge on their doorstep 
to death, hunger and poverty, many Afri-
can countries with almost no means host 
millions of refugees. Contrary to popular 
belief, it is the least developed and deve-
loping countries that bear the burden of 
wars, conflict and migration in the world, 
not the Western countries. Just like the 
Turkish nation who welcomed 3.5 million 
Syrians in the last seven years, African na-
tions have shown the world that sharing is 
a matter of faith, empathy and heart rather 
than wealth and resources.

Distinguished Guests,

Today, borders and distances are incre-
asingly insignificant. Like a vortex, this 
process sucks in all countries and nations. 
In one way or another, we are all socially, 
culturally and individually influenced by 
globalization in all aspects of our lives, be 
it positively or negatively. Globalization 
brings along standardization. However, 
some Western countries interpret the con-
cept of globalization as “uniformization”. 
We observe that a single formula, a sing-
le growth-development model, a single 
government system and, at times, even a 
single cuisine, outfit and sense of beauty 
are imposed on other countries. Local dif-
ferences and regional dynamics are usually 
disregarded. The unique sensitivities, va-
lues, and historical and cultural characte-
ristics that are peculiar to each society are 
undervalued. In fact, these differences are 
at times seen as threats or hurdles to be eli-
minated. According to this understanding, 

the only way to achieve economic growth 
is to borrow loans by compromising your 
sovereignty and accepting the conditions 
attached to these loans. If you want to save 
your nation from the burden of inflation, 
there are one-size-fits-all formulas that you 
need to apply. This means that you always 
come up against the same templates and 
limitations when you try to boost employ-
ment, strengthen your industry, and use 
your own resources in agriculture, trade, 
tourism, energy and mining.

When it comes to strategic industries like 
defense, pharmaceutical, space technology 
and information technologies, they never 
want you to shift from being a consumer to 
a producer. They certainly do not approve 
of your efforts to process and sell your own 
underground resources in a way that will 
create added value. Now that we have Af-
rican countries here, let me ask all of you: 
what happened to the gold, diamond, plati-
num and chrome reserves in Africa? I won-
der who took these resources to the West. 
Wasn’t this the reason why they came to 
Africa in the first place? Westerners still 
have the same mentality. They never said, 
“We profit, let us allow our African friends 
profit, too.” They never want you to reduce 
your energy costs by building nuclear po-
wer plants, which is a technology that they 
have been using for years themselves. In 
terms of social and political issues, they re-
quire you to adhere to a uniform definition 
of human rights, freedom and democracy. 

Let us implement the win-win 
principle in our countries

According to them, the only way to take 
part in the global system is to unconditi-
onally accept the current order where the 
fate of the whole world is under the heel of 
5 countries. They do not like it when you 
point out the failings of organizations that 
are responsible for ending persecution and 
ensuring justice, security and stability. In 
this context, many countries face pressures 
and impositions. African countries in par-
ticular are subjected to an undeservedly 
poor treatment. As in Rwanda, Somalia 
and the Central African Republic, our Afri-
can brothers and sisters are left to pay the 
heavy and brutal price of the problems that 
stem from this system. In the face of these 
hardships, our brothers and sisters in the-
se countries are prevented from exercising 
their right to determine their own fate and 
future.

The same holds true for underground re-
sources. There are significant injustices 
with respect to the utilization of agricultu-
ral lands and underground resources. We 
need to fix this together. Let us join forces 
and implement the win-win principle in 
our countries. Let us manufacture toget-
her. Many countries are prevented from 
abandoning the skewed practices of the 
colonial period. This clearly amounts to 
neo-colonialism; this is nothing but a mo-
dernized implementation of the old coloni-
al order.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The history of Turkey and many African 
countries represented here today is full of 
objections raised against this order of perse-
cution and oppression. Turkish and African 
peoples do not owe their independence to 
the benevolence of any superior power but 
to the blood and sweat of their sons and an-
cestors. We all paid a heavy price to be here 
today and we never allowed shameful bar-
gains. Our independence was not handed 
to us on a silver platter; on the contrary, we 
fought tooth and nail for it. We gained our 
independence by defeating so-called unde-
featable powers and by crowning many a 
struggle with victory though they were de-
emed impossible by many.

We fought for political independence then, 
and we fight for economic independence 
now. We achieved successful results in the 
defense industry. We reduced the external 
dependency of our defense industry by 
half from 80 percent 15 years ago. We now 
produce modern weapons such as Armed 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. We are putting 
into use various resources such as nuclear 
power plants in order to reduce our energy 
dependency. We do not only focus on sel-
ling what we produce, but we also aim to en-
hance the diversity of our markets through 
long-term partnerships. 

We want to protect our country and trade 
activities against the risks from volatile exc-
hange rates. We strive to use national cur-
rencies in promoting trade. We must pro-
tect our countries from exchange rate and 
foreign currency pressures. We have to take 
action in this regard.

Following the speculative attacks against 
us in recent weeks, this issue is now a pri-
ority on our agenda. We also made some 
progress in the negotiations we have been 
conducting for some time now with count-
ries such as Russia, China and Iran. I be-
lieve that there will be important gains in 
this process. We are ready to use national 
currencies in order to boost trade relations 
not only with our main trading partners, 
but with all other countries, including 
our African friends. The priority here is 
to change our mentality. The first step is 
to believe that there are alternative ways. 
As Nelson Mandela, the Madiba of Africa, 
said, “It is our light, not our darkness that 
most frightens us.”

In this context, Turkey is open to all kinds 
of cooperation with a win-win approach 
in line with our bilateral interests. I belie-
ve that you will also work hard to deepen 
your cooperation with our country and 
find new horizons in our cooperation. 

As I conclude my remarks, I express my 
hope that the Turkey-Africa Economy and 
Business Forum will be a turning point for 
our long-term cooperation. I would like 
to thank you in advance for your contri-
butions, ideas and efforts. I hope that the 
Forum will be beneficial for our countries 
and our business community. 

I kindly recommend that you visit this be-
autiful city in your free time. I convey my 
most sincere greetings and regards.

All the best.

I salute you Gagauzia!

I salute you Comrat!

I salute my kin in Gagauzia whose hearts 
beat with us even though they are not here 
today! I greet you with my warmest regards. 
I extend my respects and affection to all our 
friends in every corner of Gagauzia. I would 

like to thank each and every one of you for 
this wonderful meeting.

I see brotherhood here today. I see solidarity 
and cooperation. I also see the centuries-old 
friendship between Turkey and Moldova. It 
would have been improper for us to come 
empty handed. So, I bring you the greetings 
of Turkey and its 81 million citizens.

We are a large family of 300 
million, extending from the 

Adriatic to the Great Wall of China

Address to Our Kin in Gagauzia
Comrat, Moldova | October 18, 2018
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I bring the heartfelt affection of your relati-
ves in Turkey that extends beyond our bor-
ders. I believe that this historic visit I have 
undertaken as the President of Turkey will 
strengthen our relations with Moldova and 
Gagauzia even further. I would like to ex-
tend my thanks to President Igor Dodon 
who invited me to his country and made 
our meeting here possible. I would also like 
to thank the Moldovan authorities for the-
ir kind hospitality and for making us feel 
at home for the past two days.

Dear Friends,

The journey that brought us here today has 
been a difficult one. The incredible solida-
rity we witness today has not been easy to 
achieve. We are here today thanks to the 
efforts of previous presidents, statesmen 
and politicians who believed in a common 
future for Turkey and Moldova. Our faith 
holds those who have skills in high este-
em and dictates that one must give credit 
where credit is due. I would like to express 
my gratitude to past politicians on behalf 
of my country and my nation. I would also 
like to commemorate with gratitude our 
9th President the late Süleyman Demirel, 
Mircea Snegur who was the President of 
Moldova at the time, and Stepan Topal, the 
leader of the Gagauz Turks at the time, who 
all contributed to the process whereby Ga-
gauzia gained autonomy in 1994. The coo-
peration of these politicians and statesmen 
brought peace and security both to Moldo-
va and Gagauzia. Efforts by these leaders 
who shaped the future of their people du-
ring difficult times and left a great legacy 
in these lands will never be forgotten.

I would like to express my sadness at the 
loss of Stefan Topal, the founding presi-
dent of Gagauzia and the aksakal of Gaga-
uz Turks who passed away recently on Sep-
tember 28. May this loyal son of Gagauz 
identity and language rest in peace. They 
may have passed on from this world, but 
they left us a legacy that we must protect 
and build upon. God willing, we will furt-
her their legacy as the leaders of Turkey 
and Moldova.

We will continue to be true fri-
ends to Gagauz Turks

The steps we took in the last 16 years ref-
lect our strong will to protect this legacy. 
The ties between Turkey and Moldova, 
including Gagauzia, have grown stron-
ger in every aspect in the past 16 years. 
Our two countries are closer to each other 
than ever before. Although we share no 
physical borders, we consider Moldova as 
a neighbor. We consider it our duty to sha-
re both the pain and the happiness of our 
friends in Moldova. 

We attach great importance to protecting 
the territorial integrity of Moldova. We 
follow the developments in Moldova and 
Gagauzia as closely as a neighbor wo-
uld. We do not hesitate to mobilize all of 
our resources for the people of Moldova 
when necessary. We make every effort 
to help Moldova develop, prosper and 
reach a well-deserved place in the world 
with the help of TİKA, our businesspeop-
le and non-governmental organizations. 

God willing, we will continue to remain 
true friends of the people of Moldova 
and the Gagauz Turks with the same de-
termination.

However, there is one point that I would 
like to emphasize. You chose to live to-
gether as brothers in 1994, when other 
nations were struggling with internal 
conflicts. Unlike many European countri-
es who held a bleak view of their future, 
you chose peace, security and solidarity 
in this land. This decision made by the 
people of Moldova and Gagauzia deserves 
every praise. Your noble attitude is a true 
example of democracy and civilization. I 
wholeheartedly congratulate our kin who 
showed their ability to govern themselves 
in these past 24 years. I hope you protect 
your identity, language, peace, unity and 
harmony, and pass this beautiful legacy to 
your children and grandchildren. 

I believe that this is especially important 
at this moment. At this moment, ethnic 
and cultural differences are stirred in 
many places around the world, especially 
in Europe. Communities which have lived 
together on the same land and have bre-
athed the same air for centuries by sha-
ring a common past and a joint future are 
being divided. Cultural racism spreads to 
every corner of the world like the plague. 
A multitude of problems such as Islamop-
hobia, xenophobia, ethnic nationalism 
and terrorism threaten our ideal of mutu-
al co-existence. Our kin here must avoid 
falling into such traps at all costs. I have 
full confidence that you will keep this in 

mind. I do not believe that any of you will 
let the peace and security in these lands 
be disturbed.

Dear Friends,

This historic visit at the invitation of Pre-
sident Igor has been very beneficial for us. 
Yesterday, on the first day of my visit, we 
had productive discussions in Chisinau. 
We decided to elevate our relationship to 
the level of a strategic partnership during 
our one-on-one meetings and talks betwe-
en delegations. I believe that this decisi-
on marks the beginning of a new period 
in our relations with the friendly state of 
Moldova. You will be the bridge between 
us and Moldova in our common future. 
Your strength is Moldova’s strength, and 
Moldova’s strength is yours.

There are three Gagauz deputies in the 
Moldovan Parliament. Mr. Vlah is also 
a member of the Council of Ministers. 
Our friends who represent you in politics 
have two very important tasks. One is to 
be the voice of Gagauzia and the other is 
to always keep channels of communicati-
on with Moldova open. You have the Mol-
dovan parliamentary elections on Febru-
ary 24 and the presidential election on 
May 19. Every one of you has a civic duty 
to maintain your unity and solidarity 
and vote. Results of elections reflect the 
free will of the people and should be res-
pected. You will be the ones to determine 
what that result will be. I hope that the 
election will have beneficial results for 
Gagauzia and Moldova.
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We will do our best to support 
the development of these lands

Dear Friends,

Turkey will continue to support the Gaga-
uz Turks and help them achieve the highest 
standards of living in their own country. 
We will do our best to support the develop-
ment of these lands. The Congaz Süleyman 
Demirel Moldova-Turkey High School con-
tinues to provide education with Turkish 
and Moldovan teachers since 1999. 386 
students have graduated from this school 
so far. We are building health facilities in 
areas where there are none. We are opening 
daycare centers to help raise our children. 
We renovate and repair service buildings. 
We began working on an infrastructure 
project to solve problems regarding the 
provision of water in Vulcănești. We are 
taking necessary steps to build a large edu-
cation complex in Comrat next year. 

Gagauzia must have the necessary infrast-
ructure to offer youth a bright future. We 
opened our hospital today. It is an impres-
sive place. Likewise, we also inaugurated a 
culture house. This culture house, with an 
indoor space of 2400 square meters, will 
be the pride of Gagauzia.

Gagauzia deserves to be more than a regi-
on of Moldova that needs more help than 
others. We all have a duty in this regard. 
The President is with us today... I am well 
aware of his sincere support to Gagauzia. 
His support is an important indication 
that Moldova is determined to support the 

development of Gagauzia. It is important 
that this approach is maintained by all 
Moldovan authorities. 

We will encourage more of our businesspe-
ople to invest in Gagauzia. We signed five 
other important agreements along with 
the Strategic Council Agreement yester-
day. God willing, our relations will be even 
stronger. 

I am aware that you are looking forward 
to the opening of our Consulate General 
in Comrat. Hopefully, we will appoint our 
Consul General shortly. We will open the 
Consulate General and appoint the Consul 
General. Once this happens, you will be 
even closer to Turkey. 

I believe it is crucial as members of the 
Moldovan family for you learn and speak 
the official language of the country well. 
This way, you enrich the cultural diversity 
in Moldova and contribute to the develop-
ment of Gagauzia. It is a great pleasure to 
see you protecting your native tongue, the 
pure traditional Turkish language spoken 
by our mothers and fathers back in Anato-
lia. Language is not just a tool for commu-
nication; it is the memory, a reflection of 
the mentality and culture of a community. 
Most importantly, language reflects iden-
tity. We expect you to protect your langua-
ge, teach Gagauz Turkish to your children 
and preserve the Turkish history, culture, 
and identity that we share. Never allow Ga-
gauz Turkish to be forgotten. 
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Also, make sure to improve your relations 
with other Turkish communities and Tur-
kic republics who are also your kin. Always 
remember that we are a large family of 300 
million, extending from the Adriatic to the 
Great Wall of China. As your national ant-
hem says;

“Raise your flag high, my precious people! 

No obstacle stopped you, nor could time 
hinder you, may Allah protect our land,

Gagauzia, my homeland!”

May Allah protect your land and help you 
raise your flag high. As I conclude my re-
marks, I would like to once again thank you 
for your affection, solidarity and loyalty. I 
extend my gratitude to the President and 
the Moldovan authorities for their contri-
butions and support.

Thank you very much. May Allah bless 
you.

TurkStream is
a historic project

TurkStream Natural Gas Pipeline Ceremony
Istanbul | November 19, 2018

Distinguished President and My Esteemed 
Friend Putin, Distinguished Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,

I greet you with respect. I would like to wel-
come my esteemed friend, the President of 
the Russian Federation Mr. Putin and his 
delegation to our country. It is a great plea-
sure to host you in our country. 

We are here today to witness another highly 
significant step in our energy cooperati-

on which, in my opinion, symbolizes the 
comprehensive nature of Turkish-Russi-
an relations. It fills us with joy that the 
offshore section of the TurkStream na-
tural gas pipeline, running through the 
Black Sea, has been completed and the 
pipeline has reached our territory. We 
are now in the final phases of this histo-
ric project which we initiated in 2014 and 
implemented with an intergovernmental 
agreement signed in 2016.
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We worked hard with our Russian friends 
for TurkStream which is a historic project 
in the context of our bilateral relations 
and the energy geopolitics in our region. 
The TurkStream Project consists of three 
sections, namely the land section in Rus-
sia, the offshore section and the land sec-
tion in Turkey. It will be ready to use once 
the tests are concluded in 2019. The off-
shore section of TurkStream has just been 
completed and consists of two 930-kilo-
meter long pipelines laid in parallel at 
depths exceeding two kilometers. The 
construction of the reception terminal in 
Kıyıköy where the pipeline reaches land 
is moving ahead rapidly.

Projected to transport 31.5 billion cubic 
meters of natural gas annually, TurkStre-
am Project offers many advantages not 
only to our country and nation, but also to 
our neighbors and the environment. We 
plan to transfer at least half of the natural 
gas we receive to Europe. The critical pro-
duction and export centers in our country 
such as Istanbul, Bursa, Kocaeli and İzmir 
will have a new supply line. Thus, Turkey 
will be able to meet its domestic demand 
for natural gas while meeting the demand 
of European countries without experien-
cing transit risks. I believe that together 
with our Russian friends, we have raised 
the bar in the industry by implementing a 
technically challenging project on the hig-
hest reliability, safety and sustainability 
standards.

Dear Friends,

The importance of natural gas and supply 
security in the global energy markets is inc-
reasing. The economic feasibility of energy 
projects is the most crucial point here. 
Each country’s decision with respect to the 
origin and supply route of its natural gas 
must be respected. Pressures that violate 
a country’s sovereign rights and prevent it 
from serving its own citizens will benefit 
no one. For us, the Russian Federation is a 
reliable friend with whom we can establish 
long-term cooperation, and an important 
natural gas supplier in projects such as this 
one. 

We never allowed pressure 
from other countries to define 
the framework of our bilateral 
relations with Russia

Turkey has bought a total of 387 billion 
cubic meters of natural gas from Russia 
since 1987. This is a very significant amo-
unt. This figure also shows that our relati-
ons in the field of energy, as in other areas, 
have withstood challenges. Reinforced af-
ter long years of cooperation and many a 
challenge, the Turkish-Russian friendship 
leads to outcomes that benefit both sides. 
We never allowed pressure from other 
countries to define the framework of our 
bilateral relations with Russia. We always 
worked towards establishing long-term co-
operation with Russia. We worked with our 
Russian friends to ensure fairness, justice, 
peace and stability both in our region and 
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worldwide. Our common position greatly 
contributed to alleviating the humanitari-
an crisis caused by conflicts, particularly 
in neighboring Syria.

Distinguished Guests,

Our cooperation with the Russian Federa-
tion is ongoing in a wide range of areas. In 
addition to TurkStream, we are jointly la-
unching the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant 
Project where we broke ground in early 
April. We are developing our bilateral tra-
de by taking advantage of the fact that our 
economies complement each other. We ac-
hieved a 30 percent increase in our trade 
volume last year. Our goal is to reach a tra-
de volume of 100 billion dollars. 

The bilateral investments of Turkey and 
Russia have a value of more than 10 billion 
dollars on each side, excluding the Akkuyu 
Project. We broke a new record this year 
in tourism by hosting 5.1 million Russian 
tourists in the first nine months. Both co-
untries will celebrate 2019 as the year of 
culture and tourism. The events to be held 
next year will allow the two nations to get 
to know each other better.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the ra-
pid implementation of the TurkStream Pro-
ject. I believe that our solidarity with Presi-
dent Putin and the Russian people will be 
the harbinger of much bigger projects and 
good news for our countries. I salute you 
with my deepest regards. All the best.

We must solve our own
problems instead of looking

to others for solutions

34th COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 28, 2018

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Dear Brothers and 
Sisters,
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh
May the peace, mercy and blessings of 
Allah be upon you.

I convey my most sincere greetings and 
regards as I declare open the 34th Minis-
terial Session of the Standing Committee 
for Economic and Commercial Coopera-
tion of the Organization of Islamic Coo-
peration. As the President of the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation Summit 
and the Chairman of COMCEC, I would
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like to welcome all our guests to our co-
untry. I am very happy to host you in the 
beautiful city of Istanbul, the cradle of an-
cient civilizations and the pride and joy of 
humanity. Through you, I extend my war-
mest regards to our brothers and sisters 
around the world and to all the oppressed 
who intently watch and listen to us.

We are in the beautiful city of Istanbul, pra-
ised by our beloved Prophet who heralded 
its conquest. I greet all sister cities of Istan-
bul from Mecca to Medina, Sarajevo to Is-
lamabad, Cairo to Kabul. Above all, I greet 
Palestine, the homeland of civilization, pe-
ace and goodness, and our most beloved Al 
Quds Ash Sharif which is sacred for Pales-
tine and the whole Islamic world. I extend 
my greetings to the women and young sons 
and daughters of Palestine who sacrificed 
their lives to protect and defend Al Quds, 
and to the Palestinian refugees who have 
longed for their homeland for 70 years. I 
would like to address my brothers and sis-
ters with the late Mahmoud Darwish’s mag-
nificent verse, which, like an arrow, pierces 
the hearts of the occupiers.

“And I have vowed

To fashion from my eyelashes a kerchief,

And upon it to embroider verses for your 
eyes,

I shall write a phrase more precious than 
honey and kisses:

Palestinian she was

and still is!”

God willing, Palestine will exist as long as 
there are Muslims and people who defend 
fairness, justice and freedom in the world.

God willing, no oppression or persecution 
will be enough to put out the fire of free-
dom in the hearts of Palestinians. As long 
as all Palestinians, men and women, young 
and old, each a monument of courage and 
sacrifice, uphold their cause, the occupiers 
will never reach their goals.

I pray to Allah the Almighty that the 34th 
Ministerial Meeting of COMCEC will be 
most beneficial for Palestine, our region, 
our countries and humanity in general. I 
pray to Allah that we can implement the 
decisions taken today following our consul-
tations. I believe that my dear friends rep-
resenting their countries here today also 
share the same feelings and sensitivities.

Muslims are still facing the 
effects of World War I

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Dear Guests,

This year’s COMCEC Ministerial Meeting is 
taking place on the centenary of the end of 
World War I which determined the destiny 
of our region. We still experience the trau-
ma of World War I a century later, altho-
ugh it was supposed to be “a war to end all 
wars”. Our region experienced one of the 
most devastating and destructive effects of 
that war. The only way for us to solve the 

problems that result directly from World 
War I is to identify and verify the root cau-
ses of these problems. The centenary of the 
Great War is not merely a commemoration 
for us; we should see it as an opportunity 
for deeper introspection and understan-
ding. As Muslims, and more importantly, 
as nations whose fates have been interwo-
ven in the same geography for thousands 
of years, it is extremely important that we 
do that without feeling inferior to anyone. 
For us, history is not merely a series of past 
events; it is a source of power, courage and 
inspiration as well as a record of lessons to 
be learned. For Muslims, every incident in 
the past, good and bad, is part of a series 
of events that must be duly interpreted, 
analyzed and taken into consideration.

That said, history can be unveiled only if 
we keep an open mind and act with since-
rity in our endeavors. Interpreting history 
based on points of view imposed on us will 
not help us grasp its significance; it will 
only reinforce existing prejudice. Appro-
aching our own history with an orientalist 
perspective will serve the efforts of those 
who feed on conflicts among Muslims. It is 
vital that we free ourselves from the shack-
les of stereotypes and prejudice before we 
approach this issue. Today, we can see pla-
inly that although the war ended a century 
ago, the devastation it caused in our region 
is yet to be healed. In the human, political, 
economic and social spheres, Muslims still 
face the difficulties that are direct conse-
quences of World War I. While those who 
brought war to the Middle East and Africa 

with imperialist ambitions are now living 
in peace and prosperity, we are still paying 
the price of the conflicts and tensions they 
caused a century ago.

Those who once tore our region into pieces 
are now cementing their solidarity thro-
ugh various partnerships and unions whi-
le we are at odds with one another and be-
coming even more divided by the day. Let 
me be clear, the nefarious plans that led to 
the Great War are the root cause of many 
of the crises, tensions, bloodshed and tears 
across our region from Syria to Iraq, Yemen 
to Palestine. If millions are starving and 
have no shelter in Yemen, we do not need 
someone else to blame. Who is responsible 
for all that? It is us, the Muslim world. 

Unfortunately, the Palestinians have been 
the greatest victims of these nefarious 
plans designed in Western capitals and 
executed by dark figures such as Lawren-
ce. Millions of Palestinian brothers and sis-
ters not only lost their land but were also 
subjected to the world’s gravest injustices. 
Policies that are incompatible with the his-
tory of our region and its social and hu-
man dynamics have caused pain and dest-
ruction by pitting brother against brother 
not only in Palestine but also elsewhere in 
our region. Western countries used World 
War I to export the diseases that gnawed 
their roots for centuries to the Middle East. 
While they gained security and prosperity 
in this trade off, all we were left with was 
conflict and misery.
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We must not draw new borders 
and build new walls around our 
hearts

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Of course, we cannot rewind history. We 
cannot deny the past and ignore what hap-
pened. So, what should we do as Muslims? 
On the centenary of the end of World War 
I, we must take a look at history and learn 
some lessons. Our duty is to take inspirati-
on from the past and build a much brighter 
future. We should no longer fall into the 
traps set up by those who believe that “a 
drop of oil is more valuable than a drop of 
blood”. We should not build new borders 
and new walls around our hearts in this 
region where borders have been drawn in 
blood. We should no longer fall prey to the 
machinations of those trying to highlight 
our differences in a bid to set us against 
one another.

Racism and sectarianism are among the 
diseases that were injected into our region 
with World War I, after they held Western 
societies captive for years causing great 
destruction and carnage. The bigotry of 
sectarianism in particular is the most seri-
ous problem of our day debilitating Mus-
lim communities across the world and 
leaving them vulnerable to foreign inter-
ventions. This is fitna that manifests itself 
as putting one’s personal preferences and 
practices before one’s religion and treating 
sects as a religion; as such, it has no place 
in Islam. Our religion tells us that all who 

turn to face the same Qibla and believe in 
the same God, the same Prophet and the 
same holy scripture are brothers and sis-
ters of faith. No one has the right or the 
authority to exploit the boundaries of the 
Islamic brotherhood drawn by Allah and 
our beloved Prophet. The heart of a beli-
ever does and should have enough room 
not only for the 1.7 billion in the Muslim 
ummah, but for all humanity. This is what 
our beloved Prophet commands us in his 
Farewell Sermon:

“Hear me well... Your God is one and your 
father is one. Your religion and Prophet 
are also one. You are all children of Adam 
and Adam was created from clay. No one 
has superiority over anyone on the basis of 
their lineage or family. In the presence of 
Allah, the only superiority is by piety. Mus-
lim is a Muslim’s brother. So, all Muslims 
are brothers and sisters. Your blood, your 
lives, your right to live, your property, your 
bodily integrity, your decency, dignity and 
honor are inviolable and worthy of respect 
and protection until the day you will meet 
Allah.”

Indeed, our beloved Prophet showed the 
way to salvation for Muslims and for all 
humanity with his orders and recommen-
dations 14 centuries ago. No one has the 
right to remain indifferent to these red li-
nes, let alone breach them.

Dear Friends,

No one can stand in the way when our he-
arts beat together. Our problems are not 

insurmountable as long as we maintain 
our brotherhood and act in unity and so-
lidarity. We must solve our own problems 
instead of looking to others for solutions. 
We must rely not on others but each other, 
on our brothers and sisters, to seek help to 
solve our issues. There is no point in expec-
ting a remedy from those who are the very 
cause of our problems. 

Over the last century, we have indeed seen 
how futile it is to expect help from other 
countries in many incidents and injusti-
ces that caused us great suffering. Inter-
national organizations left us disappoin-
ted when we knocked on their door to find 
solutions to problems such as civil wars 
and the Palestinian issue. We experienced 
first-hand how organizations such as the 
United Nations Security Council which, 
on paper, are responsible for ensuring 
global peace and stability mostly serve to 
protect the interests of their permanent 
members. Unfortunately, we returned 
empty-handed in every crisis when we ex-
pected these organizations and so-called 
powerful states to contribute to regional 
peace. We witnessed how they do not care 
about the starving children in Somalia as 
much as they care about the decreasing 
number of whales in the North Pole. We 
saw time and again that concepts like de-
mocracy, human rights and freedom are 
significant so long as they serve their own 
interests. We now know very well that 
there are few things they value more than 
money, oil, diamonds and gold.

These bitter experiences, disappointments 
and double standards led Turkey to call on 
the world frequently with the motto “The 
world is bigger than 5.” Our efforts to re-
form the United Nations system rest on 
these reasons. This is also the motivation 
behind our efforts during our presidency 
to render the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation more active and involved in 
world affairs. It is time for us to establish a 
comprehensive policy by taking into acco-
unt the inability of existing international 
organizations and their desperation to find 
solutions to problems. As I always say, we 
have to take matters into our own hands. 

We must use national currencies 
in our trade relations

We, not others, must be the ones to solve 
the crisis in Syria by respecting its territori-
al integrity. We must take initiative to end 
the conflicts that condemn thousands of 
children to starvation and death in Yemen. 
We must be the first to condemn the tre-
acherous actions against those praying in 
a mosque in Afghanistan. Whether it be in 
Berlin, Paris, Brussels or Moscow, we must 
be the first to stand against the killing of 
innocent people, regardless of the identity 
of the terrorists. We must be the first to 
react to the thuggery and state terror im-
posed by those who do not hesitate to mas-
sacre Palestinian civilians before the eyes 
of the whole world. We must be the first to 
defend the rights and fair treatment of Pa-
lestinian refugees who have been longing 
for their homeland in camps in Lebanon 
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and Jordan for 70 years. We must encou-
rage our citizens to visit Al Quds so that 
we can prevent the occupiers from putting 
out the candles of Al Quds. We must be the 
first to raise our voice in the face of the eth-
nic cleansing against Rohingya Muslims 
in Arakan whose houses are being burned 
down. We must not sit and watch as they 
destroy the ancient cities of Islamic civili-
zation and establish terrorist states in our 
region by using Daesh as an excuse. We 
must not let terrorist organizations such as 
FETO, PKK, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al 
Shabaab, which are the offshoots of a big-
ger project, destroy the future of our regi-
on. We must be the first to take action to 
prevent the deaths of thousands of hopeful 
African immigrants who drown in the ro-
ugh seas of the Mediterranean every year. 
We must be the first to protect Syrian re-
fugees who are displaced and subjected to 
war and persecution. As the followers of a 
religion that preaches, “Killing a single hu-
man being is like killing all of humanity,” 
we must be the first to stand against ext-
rajudicial executions and brutal murders. 
We must be the first to raise our voice in 
the face of persecution and injustice whe-
rever it may take place in the world. We 
must maintain good neighborly relations 
without paying heed to the borders drawn 
by imperialist powers.

We must not let them damage our brother-
hood. We must not allow the shedding of 
blood due to ethnic, cultural and sectarian 
fault lines. In the centenary of World War 
I, we must learn our lessons and act with 
prudence and foresight in order to prevent 

similar suffering and we must disrupt si-
milar designs on our region. Only then can 
we find at least some relief to our pain and 
leave a peaceful and secure future to our 
children.

Dear Guests,

We need to make the best of the platforms 
and tools at hand in order to solve our own 
problems. If we want to get rid of the impe-
rialist shackles cast on our arms, we need 
to use national currencies in our trade re-
lations. As member states of COMCEC, the 
more we invest in each other’s economies 
and increase our trade volume, the stron-
ger we get. I would like to underline the im-
portance we attach to increasing the trade 
volume within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to 25 percent. I invite the rele-
vant member states to update their lists of 
concessions and complete other procedu-
res so that the Trade Preferential System of 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
can take effect. There is no way out other 
than using our national currencies. Other-
wise, we will continue to be crushed under 
the exchange rates. I invite all member co-
untries to participate in the activities of 
the Islamic Development Bank and its sub-
sidiaries in order to facilitate trade.

As you know, the current administration 
in the United States raised tariffs, which 
increased protectionist tendencies in glo-
bal trade. It is obvious that trade wars will 
seriously damage global trade, production 
and prosperity. Reducing non-tariff barri-
ers and facilitating customs procedures 
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will be the lifeline that will provide a new 
opening in global trade. 

Moreover, we need to urgently moderni-
ze the infrastructure in our customs, use 
information technologies more widely 
and simplify customs procedures furt-
her. I find it extremely meaningful and 
appropriate that we are addressing the 
issue of “Facilitating Trade: Improving 
Customs Risk Management Systems in 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
Member States” in this year’s COMCEC 
exchange of views session. 

We need to speed up our efforts so that 
initiatives such as the Trade Preferen-
tial System, Gold Exchange, Real Esta-
te Exchange and Istanbul Arbitration 
Center can be put into effect as soon as 
possible. I would like to point out that 
we expect your valuable support in all 
these matters.

Carrying out the activities of COMCEC in 
a more effective manner requires a strong 
national infrastructure for coordination 
and monitoring. To that end, we establis-
hed the COMCEC National Coordination 
Committee within the Strategy and Budget 
Department of the Presidency of Turkey. I 
hope that this Committee, which will con-
vene at least twice a year, will add a signifi-
cant impetus to our cooperation. We know 
that some of our member states have a na-
tional coordination system for COMCEC 
activities. I invite other member states to 
take measures they deem appropriate for 
the coordination of COMCEC activities at 
the national level.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
state that it is a great pleasure to host you 
in Istanbul. I hope that the 34th COMCEC 
Meeting will be beneficial for our count-
ries. May Allah be with us and help us. 
Thank you very much. May Allah bless 
you. All the best.

My Dear Friend the Distinguished Presi-
dent Maduro, Esteemed Members of the 
Delegation, Distinguished Businesspeople, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly.

I would like to start by saying that I am 
delighted to be here in the homeland of 
Simon Bolivar, a true freedom fighter who 

went by the nickname El Libertador and 
was beloved by all of Latin America. This 
great hero said the following two centuries 
ago: “I swear not to rest my arm, nor repose 
my soul until we break the chains of coloni-
alism that oppresses all of us”. I would like 
to pay homage to Simon Bolivar who, with 
these words, led an epic resistance across 
the continent and a great fight for freedom, 
extending beyond centuries and borders.

We consider Venezuela as our 
partner in the Caribbean

Turkey-Venezuela Business Forum
Caracas, Venezuela | December 3, 2018
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188 years after his death, he continues to 
inspire millions with his principles, dre-
ams and, most importantly, his life every 
day of which was dedicated to independen-
ce. The Bolivarian spirit which took hold 
with the late Chavez and is observed by 
my dear friend Maduro continues to guide 
Venezuela in its fight against modern co-
lonialism. In this respect, Turkey will also 
do its best to uphold the memory of Simon 
Bolivar whose name was given to one of 
the busiest streets in our capital city and 
shall teach younger generations about his 
life and struggle. 

Today marks a historic visit for both of 
our countries. As the President of Turkey, 
I am honored to be making our first visit 
to Venezuela at the presidential level. I 
would like to thank my dear friend Presi-
dent Maduro and the people of Venezuela 
for their hospitality. I hope that our me-
eting will be beneficial for the economic 
and commercial relations between Tur-
key and Venezuela.

Our countries have strong ties of friend-
ship and solidarity. We consider Venezu-
ela as our partner in Latin America and 
the Caribbean and attach great importan-
ce to our cooperation and friendship. Our 
economic relations with Venezuela have 
great potential. I find it crucial to utilize 
this potential in the best way possible. We 
are making every effort to diversify and 
strengthen our cooperation with Venezue-
la in a wide range of areas through a win-
win approach.

We have the power and the 
means to meet Venezuela’s needs

We discussed our cooperation on bilateral, 
regional and multilateral issues with Presi-
dent Maduro during one-on-one meetings 
and talks between delegations. We con-
ducted comprehensive consultations, spe-
cifically on how to improve our economic 
relations. In this respect, we have a lot of 
expectations from our esteemed business-
people. We determined trade, investment, 
energy, mining, defense industry, tourism, 
agriculture, transportation, health, edu-
cation and security as potential areas of 
cooperation. We need to adopt new appro-
aches to sustainably increase our bilateral 
trade. As official authorities, we must en-
hance cooperation and take measures to 
improve the business environment for the 
business community. This meeting is a pri-
me example of the utmost importance and 
value we attach to businesspeople from 
both countries in the context of developing 
our economic relations. We expect you to 
channel this support into productive pro-
jects and strong collaboration that will be-
nefit both countries.

My Dear Friends,

We took many steps and overcame many 
challenges to arrive at the present. We wor-
ked hard to advance the interests of both 
countries without being deterred by thre-
ats or attempts to hinder our progress. The 
Business Forum held by our Ministry of 
Commerce and the Turkey Exporters As-
sembly on April 26, 2017 in Caracas has 

been an important starting point. Later, 
we held the Turkey-Venezuela Business Fo-
rum during the second Joint Cooperation 
Commission meeting in Ankara to encou-
rage networking among our businesspeop-
le. Having this meeting today on the occasi-
on of my visit is important in maintaining 
the communication between our business 
communities. We will establish the Joint 
Economic Commission mechanism once 
the Trade and Economic Cooperation Ag-
reement that we signed comes into effect. 
This will enable us to develop our econo-
mic and investment relations efficiently 
under the supervision of our officials.

I am in close contact with President Madu-
ro not only about economic relations, but 
also regarding issues that affect our region 
and the world. President Maduro attended 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
Extraordinary Summit on Jerusalem as 
the President of the Non-Aligned Move-
ment. His participation in the summit sent 
a strong message to the rest of the world. 

President Maduro has also honored us 
with his presence during my inauguration 
ceremony on July 9 held after the adopti-
on of the Presidential System of Govern-
ment. I would like to take this opportunity 
to offer him my thanks. His exemplary 
attitude is incredibly valuable under cur-
rent circumstances where Islamophobia 
is constantly perpetuated. I am aware of 
the fact that certain groups are dismayed 
by Venezuela’s solidarity with the oppres-
sed and the persecuted. The tragic incident 
that took place on August 5 is a heinous 

attack on President Maduro and the in-
dependent will of the Venezuelan people. 
I would like to underline the fact that we 
do not condone such attempts to hijack 
the will of the people of Venezuela. I beli-
eve that my visit today, which happens to 
be the first Presidential visit from Turkey 
to Venezuela, sends a powerful message in 
this regard. 

We follow up on our promises by taking ac-
tion despite countless attempts to prevent 
our progress. Our trade volume target was 
raised to 1 billion dollars during the visit 
of our Minister of Trade in January. Our 
bilateral trade volume, which stood merely 
at 84 million dollars in 2016, has excee-
ded the 1-billion-dollar mark in the first 
nine months of 2018. I am very pleased to 
have reached our target in a short amount 
of time. However, I find it important to un-
derline that we must increase our bilateral 
trade in a well-balanced manner. We must 
increase Turkey’s exports to Venezuela 
and ensure the balance and sustainability 
of our trade. We have the power and the 
means to meet many of Venezuela’s needs. 
I believe that our esteemed businesspeop-
le have an important responsibility in this 
regard. 

All of you are here together. You must de-
cide on how to cooperate, what to do, and 
in which areas. Our job is to support you in 
any way we can. It is true that bureaucratic 
oligarchy exists to some extent. However, 
the President and I must not allow burea-
ucratic oligarchy to hinder our efforts.
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We continue our outreach 
strategy for Latin America 
and the Caribbean with 
determination

Distinguished Guests, 

Turkey offers great opportunities for in-
vestors and business communities due to 
its advantageous geographical location 
and growing economy. No other country 
in the world has such easy access to Afri-
ca, Asia and Europe at the same time. You 
can reach more than 60 countries with a 
four-hour flight from Istanbul. Our young 
and educated population, business cultu-
re, well developed infrastructure and geog-
raphical location are among the our most 
crucial advantages in the context of attrac-
ting international investors. The fact that 
the Turkish economy has received over 
200 billion dollars in direct investments 
since 2002 is not mere coincidence. Tur-
key exports products to 210 economic re-
gions and imports from 222 countries. We 
increased our exports to more than 123 
billion dollars and our trade volume to 297 
billion dollars in the first 9 months of this 
year. Our annual imports are close to 167 
billion dollars. 

Turkish Airlines strengthens our ties of fri-
endship with the rest of the world by flying 
to 5 continents, 120 countries, 299 citi-
es and 302 airports. The Istanbul Airport 
which we opened on October 29 is one of 
the biggest projects of its kind in the world 
and symbolizes the economic success of 

Turkey. This mega project will be able to 
send 200 million passengers to more than 
300 destinations each year once it reaches 
full capacity. 

The Turkish contracting sector is the se-
cond biggest in the world after China. 

Our economy continues to perform well, 
and we build upon its solid foundation 
despite countless attacks and attempts to 
undermine it. Turkey is the 13th largest 
economy in the world and the 5th largest 
economy in Europe according to purcha-
sing power parity. We continued to build 
on the growth momentum we achieved in 
2017 in the first half of 2018, becoming 
the fastest growing OECD country with a 
growth rate of 6.3 percent last year.

Turkey is also an important tourism center. 
Our country has welcomed more than 35.5 
million tourists as of October this year. We 
expect more than 40 million tourists to vi-
sit our country by the end of the year. We 
consider tourism not only as an economic 
activity, but also as a means to strengthen 
friendships between countries. Our bilate-
ral tourism with Venezuela continues to 
develop with the help of direct flights by 
Turkish Airlines.

Dear Friends,

We are determined to continue our Latin 
America and the Caribbean outreach stra-
tegy which we consider to be an important 
part of our proactive and humanitarian 
foreign policy. Our policy of outreach is 

multidimensional with a long-term outlo-
ok. We have more than doubled the size 
of our diplomatic representation network 
over the past seven years. We increased the 
number of our embassies in this region to 
16 with the addition of the embassy in Pa-
raguay which was inaugurated on Novem-
ber 19. We are one of the countries with 
the largest representation network in the 
region with 17 diplomatic missions inclu-
ding our Consulate General in Sao Paulo. 
We made significant progress in our com-
mercial and economic relations with Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the past 10 
years. As a result, our trade volume with 
the region increased from 7 billion dol-
lars in 2016 to over 9.2 billion dollars in 
the first 9 months of 2018. God willing, we 
will increase these numbers even more in 
the future.

I find it crucial to underline one point here. 
Cooperation with regional organizations 
plays an important role in our projects tar-
geting Latin America and the Caribbean. 
We do not approve of unilateral sanctions 
or measures that restrict trade. We believe 
that such practices will only serve to exa-
cerbate existing instabilities. It has been 
proven time and again that political issues 
cannot be solved by punishing the people 
of a country. In this context, showing so-
lidarity between Turkey and Venezuela is 
even more important today. As a country 
which has been on the receiving end of a 
serious economic attack recently, we do 
not approve of arbitrary actions that ig-
nore the parameters of the global trade 
system. Turkey maintains an unbiased at-

titude that promotes cooperation with all 
countries on the basis of a rules-based and 
transparent trade system. We are ready to 
share our economic experience with our 
Venezuelan friends in ways that will bene-
fit both of our countries.

We stand by Venezuela which 
has been the target of economic 
sabotage attempts by certain 
countries

Distinguished Guests,

Terrorism is one of the most important is-
sues that we face today. Turkey has been 
fighting against terrorist organizations 
such as the PKK, YPG/PYD, Daesh as well 
as FETO which was behind the attempted 
coup on July 15. These global terrorist or-
ganizations pose a threat not only to Tur-
key, but to the countries they operate in as 
well. I would like to once again offer my 
thanks to Venezuela for supporting our ef-
forts against FETO.

I believe this visit marks the beginning of a 
new chapter in our relations with Venezu-
ela. From now on, we will be working even 
harder to make sure our efforts benefit our 
countries and our regions. I hope that this 
meeting will inspire new ideas and pro-
jects. 

The geographical distance between our co-
untries should not be seen as an obstacle 
to improving our relations and diversif-
ying our cooperation. Physical distance is 
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of little consequence so long as our hearts 
are close together.

Turkey stands by Venezuela which has 
been subjected to manipulative attacks by 
certain countries and attempts at sabotage 
by economic agitators. I believe that my 
friend Maduro will defeat this attempted 
siege on the economy with the support 
and solidarity of the Venezuelan people. 
I hope that this historic visit will be seen 
as a symbol of the solidarity between the 

people of Turkey and Venezuela, and I say, 
“Long live the Turkey-Venezuela friend-
ship”. I offer my thanks to President Madu-
ro for his hospitality once again.

I congratulate all our institutions and orga-
nizations that contributed to the organiza-
tion of the Business Forum and I hope that 
our meeting will be productive. 

I greet you with my warmest regards. All 
the best.

If terrorist organizations are 
not purged from the region, we 

will enter Manbij ourselves

Organization of Islamic Cooperation Member States Judicial Conference
Istanbul | December 14, 2018

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Chief Justices of the Supre-
me Courts of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation member countries, Esteemed 
Guests, Dear Friends,

I greet you with respect. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 

barakatuh

Welcome to Istanbul and to our country. 
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I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
brother, the Provincial Police Chief who 
was martyred in my hometown Rize. Li-
kewise, I pray that Allah will have mercy 
on the nine people who lost their lives in a 
train accident in our capital city of Ankara 
yesterday and I pray for a speedy recovery 
for the wounded.

I hope that this conference on “The Role of 
Higher Judiciary in Protecting the Rule of 
Law and Fundamental Rights” will be suc-
cessful and yield beneficial results for all 
of us. I would like to offer my thanks to the 
President of the Constitutional Court and 
his team who contributed to the organi-
zation of this conference. I am grateful to 
all presidents of higher courts and jurists 
across the Islamic world who are honoring 
our meeting with their presence for their 
contributions to our ideal of greater peace 
and security. 

Distinguished Guests, 

The concept of justice is one of the most 
debated topics since the beginning of hu-
man history. In our country, there is a sa-
ying; “There is no use for gallantry when 
justice exists.” Similarly, a sultan of our 
hearts who lived in this country has also 
said, “The hand of justice is what holds the 
ground and the heavens in place.” There is 
an anecdote attributed to Ebussuud Efen-
di, one of the most important jurists in our 
history, and Suleiman the Magnificent, the 
mighty ruler of the Ottoman Empire. Ac-
cording to this story, Suleiman the Magni-
ficent asks Ebusuud Efendi, who is also his 

teacher, the following: “If ants have taken 
ahold of the fruit trees / Is it a sin to have 
their life be ceased?” Ebussuud Efendi 
replies with the same poetic tone: “To the 
presence of the Almighty when you arrive 
/ The Ant will have justice for the life you 
deprived.”

Well, only a state governed with such a nu-
anced understanding of justice could have 
survived for 600 years. 

There can be no animosity or 
injustice where Muslims live

Philosophers say that only those who are 
virtuous and honorable understand the 
true meaning of justice. In other words, 
it is not possible to enact justice only by 
way of laws and enforcement mechanisms 
without an inherent understanding of jus-
tice in our conscience. Justice should not 
be understood as a tool exclusively for the 
weak to seek remedy because this could 
lead to a world where might makes right. 
In reality, justice is meaningful when it is 
used properly by the strong. 

We must acknowledge that power and 
virtue have become mutually exclusive in 
the world we live in. Those who have po-
wer today do not care about justice, but 
only aim to further their own interests. 
History shows that societies and nations 
which stray from the path of justice are do-
omed to fail. Many empires led by great le-
aders who ruled over vast territories have 
crumbled upon their departure because of 

their failure to build a social order based 
on justice. There are countless examples 
of how tyranny is the enemy of long-term 
survival. 

Unfortunately, there are devastating acts 
of oppression taking place in many places 
around the world, especially in our region. 
The main goal of those who try to oppress 
the Islamic world through terrorist orga-
nizations such as Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko 
Haram, Al-Shabaab and FETO is to drain 
the life blood of Muslims. In reality, there 
can be no exploitation, genocide, animo-
sity, injustice or income inequality in pla-
ces where Muslims live... Or rather, there 
shouldn’t be. However, all of these evils are 
unfortunately looming large over the Isla-
mic world. Our responsibility is to find and 
put into action ways to disperse these dark 
clouds. 

In this context, the murder of Jamal Khas-
hoggi, a prominent journalist, inside the Sa-
udi Arabian Consulate General right here 
in Istanbul is not a subject we can ignore. 
To me, what really happened is as clear as 
day, as is the identity of the perpetrator. It 
is clear that the 15 people sent to Istanbul 
were involved in this incident. The place of 
murder and the location of the operation 
are also known. We said the following to 
the officials who were sent to Turkey: “The 
perpetrator is one of these 15 persons and 
you know who it is. And you are in a positi-
on to expose him.” Their response was that 
“they arrested 18 people so far”. This num-
ber then increased to 22. Well, it is time 
they revealed the perpetrator. 

They tried to pin the blame on us first. 
They said: “Jamal Khashoggi attended the 
wedding ceremony in the embassy and 
then left.” This is a lie. His fiancé was wa-
iting right outside the door. He is not just 
any person; he is a journalist and a thinker. 
Does it seem plausible that he would lea-
ve his fiancé behind and just walk out of 
there? Certainly not. Of course, later they 
said that was “not what they meant”. Their 
Minister of Foreign Affairs said that there 
were “local collaborators involved”. We as-
ked them to tell us the names of these col-
laborators. They did not tell us who these 
collaborators were and, in fact, lied to us 
by saying “they never mentioned local col-
laborators.” More interestingly, we found 
out more from the audio recordings. There 
were people very close to the Crown Prince 
among those who arrived here. So, it is cle-
ar that these people were acting on orders. 

Truth is slowly revealed. They asked us: “If 
we send our chief public prosecutor, co-
uld he meet your public prosecutor?” And 
I said, “He is welcome to come and talk to 
our chief prosecutor.” He came and the pro-
secutors met, but they did not cooperate in 
the slightest. They presented no informa-
tion or document to our chief public pro-
secutor. Whereas the Istanbul Chief Public 
Prosecutor gave them whatever informati-
on they needed. This is because they know 
who the perpetrator is. The people who ai-
ded the perpetrators are also with them... 
Yet the only thing this chief public prose-
cutor did was to buy five suitcases of dried 
fruit from Istanbul on his way back. Un-
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covering the truth is not their goal... We 
explained everything to the people they 
sent here, yet they continued to hide in-
formation.

The Islamic world has failed 
to speak the truth about the 
Khashoggi murder

The interesting thing about all this is the 
following: certain groups and countries in 
the Islamic world, mainly those who have 
to bend to the will of currencies like the 
dollar or the riyal, failed to speak the truth 
regarding these events. The barons in the 
West also maintain their silence. Why? Be-
cause they are waiting on the dollars still...

The oil-rich country is yet to reach a ver-
dict about the incident. However, justice 
will prevail, nonetheless. You heard about 
the developments in the American senate 
yesterday; this is only the beginning. Why? 
Because we provided to the Americans and 
their intelligence organization all the in-
formation we have. We provided this infor-
mation also to the British who requested it 
and the Germans, Saudi Arabia and Fran-
ce. We are ready to provide it to whoever 
asks. Justice is the foundation of the state 
and we want justice to prevail.

We asked for the extradition of those who 
were arrested since the crime was commit-
ted in Turkey. Yet their Minister of Foreign 
Affairs said, “We cannot give you our citi-
zens.” He would have agreed to our request 
if he had even the faintest understanding 

of justice. Why do they refuse to extradite 
the suspects? Because that would expose 
the people behind. The United States Per-
manent Representative to the United Nati-
ons Nikki Haley even mentioned a name. 
So, events continue to unravel. We will not 
let this go until justice is served. 

Distinguished Guests, 

The basis of Turkey’s policy in its region 
is to stand by the oppressed against their 
persecutors and take action on the ground 
to see justice done. Those who ravaged 
Iraq and Syria for years under the pretext 
of fighting against Daesh are as guilty as 
the people who permitted them to do so. 
One of the most striking examples of such 
actions is taking place next to our borders 
in Syria. The terrorist organization that oc-
cupies a third of Syrian territory commits 
unspeakable atrocities with the support of 
the United States and some European co-
untries. 

We are heavily engaged in fighting against 
this terrorist organization as it directly tar-
gets our country as well. But in reality, Is-
lamic world as a whole should fight them. 
Because this organization is being used to 
try and carve a chunk of Syria out of our 
civilization and culture to hurt us. We can-
not possibly ignore such a threat. There-
fore, as in Jarabulus, Afrin and, following 
our agreement with Russia, in Idlib, we are 
determined to bring peace and security to 
the east of the Euphrates as well. 

As a matter of fact, we started to conduct 
operations in Iraq as of last night. We con-
ducted operations in Sinjar and in Karçar 
at the foot of Makhmur because they both 
pose a constant threat to our borders. Is it 
over? No, we are determined to continue. 
Why? Because if there is a threat to our se-
curity, which is indeed the case, we will res-
pond immediately. Either others destroy 
these terrorist organizations, or we will.

We made our preparations and issued or-
ders to the army; god willing, we will soon 
be on the ground. The heinous attack from 
Tell Rifaat against our soldiers in Afrin yes-
terday is proof that our decision was the 
right one. This incident proves once again 
that the guns and terrorists amassing on 
our borders are bound to eventually target 
our country. In fact, the United States has 
22 bases just in northern Syria. More than 
20 thousand truckloads of weapons were 
sent there. Who receives these weapons? 
The PKK, PYD, and the YPG… We expres-
sed our concerns on this subject both to 
President Obama and President Trump 
very clearly. They pretend to listen but fail 
to act. They turn a blind eye to injustice. 
We are strategic partners as well as NATO 
members and we act together in many in-
ternational organizations. Despite all, they 
deny us their support. So, imagine what 
these countries would do to others with 
whom they have none of the relationships 
that we have with them.

They resort to brinkmanship and try to 
distract us and stall our efforts by end-
lessly derailing the Manbij issue. Manbij is 

a region inhabited up to 85 to 90 percent 
by Arabs. Yet they have all but handed this 
region over to terrorist organizations. They 
had promised that these organizations wo-
uld leave Mambij completely. If terrorist 
organizations are not purged from the re-
gion, we will enter Mambij ourselves.

I will speak frankly: Turkey has wasted 
enough time by not intervening against 
the terrorist quagmire in the east of the 
Euphrates. We will not be wasting even a 
single day from now on. The situation we 
faced on the ground during the operation 
in Afrin and our intelligence reports are 
clear. These are enough to tell us what is 
going on in the east of Euphrates and what 
we will be facing if we do not act immedi-
ately.

No one can lecture Turkey on 
rights and freedoms

I would like to state the following fact: The 
steps we take in Syria aim not only to pro-
tect the security of our own country, but 
also to protect the dignity of the ummah 
and humanity. No amount of asabbiyyah 
or sectarian fanaticism can obscure this 
fact. Only those who act fairly and do not 
pursue their own interests can appreciate 
this fact. It falls upon those who truly seek 
peace, justice and morality in the region to 
support Turkey in its efforts. 

Distinguished Guests,

One of the greatest threats to justice is ta-
king control of the judiciary by replacing 
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wisdom and judgment with the singular 
pursuit of an ideology. Turkey has faced 
this problem with FETO. The members 
of this organization who tried to stage a 
coup with their militants who infiltrated 
the police force, the judiciary and the mi-
litary now stand trial before courts of law. 
Regardless of the magnitude of such trea-
son, we unequivocally place justice, rights, 
morality and the rule of law at the center 
of our struggle. We avoid complacency 
and remain determined in our efforts as 
we continue to uphold the principle of rule 
of law. As always, we will let no criminal 
go unpunished, nor will we allow the inno-
cent to be treated unfairly. 

Justice as well as laws, legislation and the 
judiciary as means of administering justi-
ce are effective only to the extent they are 
equally accessible to everyone. Turkey has 
faced a historic test in this regard and fa-
red very well. No one can deny that Turkey 
is sincerely attached to democracy, the rule 
of law as well as individual rights and fre-
edoms. We observe how quickly the Wes-
tern countries which endlessly preach de-
mocracy, freedom and tolerance resort to 
fascist practices when faced with the sligh-
test threat. The difference between those 
who pay lip service to democracy and the 

rule of law and those who place democra-
tic values at the center of their lives may 
be observed clearly in the face of such 
challenges. 

Unfortunately, governments of many Isla-
mic communities are so far removed from 
the concepts of justice, freedom and the 
rule of law that they cannot handle such 
challenges at all. Their attitude regarding 
the murder of the late journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi further proves this point. Des-
pite the emphasis our religion places on 
the unjust killing of a person, we are vir-
tually alone in investigating this murder 
which was perpetrated in the most inhu-
mane manner. 

It is impossible for Islamic communities to 
have well-deserved peace and stability as 
heralded by Allah and our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh) without overcoming our shortco-
mings in this respect. I hope that this con-
ference will become a platform where we 
all discuss these issues and offer solutions. 

I would like to thank you for your parti-
cipation. 

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
All the best.

BİSMİLLAHİRRAHMANİRRAHİM.

My Dear Brother President Dr. Hassan Ro-

uhani, Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed 

Members of the Turkish-Iranian Business 

Community, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you with my warmest regards. I am 
very pleased to be here with you and my 
dear brother President Rouhani on the oc-
casion of the Fifth Meeting of the Turkey-
Iran High-Level Cooperation Council. To 
quote from one of the greatest poets of our 
region Nizami:

The decision by the United 
States to impose sanctions 

should not deter us from 
achieving our goals

Turkey - Iran Business Forum | Ankara | December 20, 2018
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“Ey nâm-i to bihterîn ser âgâz

Bî-nâm-i to nâme key konem bâz”

Which means in Turkish:

“You, whose name is the most perfect be-
ginning,

How can I begin to write a letter without 
mentioning first your name?”

Indeed... We, too, start this meeting with 
the one who has the most beautiful name. 

I would like to once again welcome the Ho-
norable President and the members of his 
delegation to our country. I hope that this 
meeting will pave the way for new projects, 
investments and avenues of cooperation 
for both countries. I would like to offer my 
thanks to the members of the Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board (DEİK) who organi-
zed this event. 

Your Excellency, Esteemed Businesspeople, 

Our cooperation with Iran covers a wide 
range of areas. Our goal is to elevate our 
bilateral economic relations to the same 
level as our political relations. In this con-
text and as previously discussed with the 
President, we agreed to aim for 30 billion 
dollars in bilateral trade. We expect our bi-
lateral trade volume which was 10.7 billi-
on dollars last year to reach the same level 
by the end of this year. These numbers are 
unfortunately considerably below our tar-
get. We were able to reach 22 billion dol-

lars in 2012. This shows us that it is indeed 
possible for us to achieve our goal. I believe 
that we can achieve this goal as long as we 
both have the will to do so and work hard.

Turkey and Iran have significant 
responsibility to ensure security 
in the region

In this respect, I believe that the negotiati-
ons to broaden the scope of the Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement, which constitutes 
the legal basis of our commercial relations, 
are very important. We must conduct our 
negotiations in the right framework and 
conclude this agreement as soon as possib-
le. To do so, we must first abandon our pro-
tectionist tendencies and conduct this pro-
cess in a way that complements the logic 
behind trade. This is the only way in which 
we can reach our bilateral trade target. I 
believe that this visit by the President will 
be a turning point for the negotiations re-
garding the scope of the Preferential Trade 
Agreement. I gave our ministers necessary 
instructions in this regard today. 

As Saib Tabrizi said, “There is no lock wit-
hout a key in the market of possibilities, so 
long as the intent to unlock them comes 
from within one’s heart.” Indeed, there is 
no obstacle too great to overcome so long 
as our heart is in the right place. Under 
current circumstances where the rules of 
the trade system are changing in the world 
and in our region, I have no doubt that this 
step we will take with Iran will pave the 
way for broader and greater cooperation. 

I have full confidence that our countries, 
which have always been the two greatest 
nations of this region, will be able to reach 
a mutually beneficial agreement. 

Turkey and Iran have significant responsi-
bility to ensure security in the region. Tur-
key, Iran and Russia are working together 
towards this goal. We held three summits 
so far. God willing, a fourth one is on the 
way. We must first ensure regional security 
in order to ensure our economic well-being. 
In this respect, our political and economic 
decisions will become complementary. 

Distinguished Guests,

There is another serious issue that we must 
address if we want to elevate our bilateral 
economic relations to the desired level. 
It is the sanctions that the United States 
has imposed on Iran. We cannot allow the 
sanctions imposed by the United States to 
deter us from achieving our goal. We state 
clearly at every platform that we are aga-
inst these sanctions and that such instru-
ments serve only to punish the people of 
Iran. We tell our counterparts in all fora 
that this unilateral step will harm interna-
tional cooperation and trust. Taking this 
opportunity, I would like to reiterate that 
we do not recognize these sanctions and 
we will not cease our economic and com-
mercial relations with Iran over them. 

On the other hand, we are aware that sanc-
tions create uncertainties, especially in the 
banking system. We observe that there are 
disruptions in business for Turkish and 

Iranian entrepreneurs as a result of these 
sanctions. However, we have full confiden-
ce that these issues will be solved.

We agreed to create a roadmap and work 
together in solidarity to address these is-
sues during our meeting with President 
Rouhani and his delegation today. I am 
confident that we will start reaping the 
benefits of our productive efforts in this 
matter soon and turn these sanctions into 
an opportunity to build on our relations. 
We expect our Iranian friends to respond 
to the determined and principled stance 
Turkey has taken against sanctions by wor-
king even harder to develop our commerci-
al relations. Such an attitude would be the 
perfect response to attempts to isolate our 
countries.

Turkish companies continue to 
conduct business despite the 
sanctions imposed on Iran

Distinguished Guests, 

The activities of Turkish companies in Iran 
constitute a significant part of our bilate-
ral economic and commercial relations. So 
far, 77 Turkish companies invested appro-
ximately 1.5 billion dollars in Iran. I would 
like to underline one point. Turkish com-
panies continue to do business in Iran whi-
le companies from countries which stated 
that they will not recognize these sanctions 
are pulling out of Iran one by one. The inte-
rest by our businesspeople in this meeting 
shows the willingness of Turkish entrepre-
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neurs to invest in Iran despite the sancti-
ons. I believe that such an attitude deserves 
to be rewarded by creating incentives for 
new investments and protecting existing 
ones. I urge my dear friend President Rou-
hani and all Iranian authorities to provide 
incentives to our entrepreneurs. Suppor-
ting our political relations by developing 
our economic, social and cultural relations 
will benefit the people of both countries. 
Turkey is prepared to do its part to eleva-
te bilateral relations to a well-deserved le-
vel in every aspect. We ask our business 
community to assist us in this regard. We 
expect you to improve our cooperation by 
creating projects which will utilize the full 
potential of both countries.

I started my remarks with a quote from 
Nizami; I would like to end with another 
from Hafez-e Shirazi. In the words of one 
of the greatest poets of the region Hafez-e 
Shirazi:

“Diraht-i dûstî binşân ki kâm-i dil be bâr âred

Nehâl-i doşmenî ber ken ki renc-i bîşomâr 
âred”

Which means in Turkish:

“Plant the tree of friendship to reap the fru-
its of desire;

Root out the weeds of animosity and spare 
yourself from disaster”

Indeed, I believe that this visit has been an 
opportunity for us to root out the weeds of 
animosity and nurture the trees of friend-
ship within our hearts. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to welcome my dear 
brother President Rouhani and his delega-
tion to our country.

I hope that our meeting will yield benefi-
cial results. I extend my greetings and res-
pect to all of you.

Those who want to hang the 
President of this country must 

be held accountable

DEİK Financial General Assembly | Ankara | December 23, 2018

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Members of the General Assembly, Estee-
med Representatives of the Business Com-
munity, Politicians, Members of Civil Soci-
ety and the Media, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I greet you with my deepest regards.

I hope that the 2018 General Assembly of 
the Foreign Economic Relations Board will 

yield positive results for our country, nati-
on, economy and democracy. I would like 
to express my gratitude to the businesspe-
ople who exerted great efforts in DEİK sin-
ce its establishment for the development 
and growth of our country. I would also 
like to pay tribute to our late brothers and 
sisters who worked for DEİK in the past. 
May Allah have mercy on their souls. On 
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the occasion of this General Assembly, I 
would like to express my best wishes to all 
participants and businesspeople. May Al-
lah guide your path.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

With a new organization and manage-
ment, DEİK has become the driving force 
of our business community and our expor-
ters in particular, at a time of significant 
changes in the world. I consider the five 
thousand events organized by DEİK since 
January 2016, including business forums 
and council meetings, as a testament to 
DEİK’s success. Another testament to the 
great achievements of DEİK is the fact that 
63 of the 100 biggest Turkish companies, 
28 of the 46 biggest international contrac-
tors and 21 of the largest 70 exporters in 
our country are DEİK members. Of course, 
quality is as important as quantity in terms 
of membership. Like many umbrella orga-
nizations operating in various fields in our 
country, the most significant changes in 
DEİK had to do with its own organization.
Steps taken recently helped DEİK become 
a much more inclusive and comprehensi-
ve organization embracing all colors and 
differences of our country. This structu-
ral transformation further strengthened 
DEİK and made significant contributions 
to its national and international influen-
ce. We need to maintain and build on this 
achievement, which is very important not 
only for DEİK, but also for our country. I 
believe that we can raise the bar even hig-

her by making sure that this impetus is 
transferred to the coming year. Your 2019 
motto states “Our mission is to take our bu-
siness to the world”. To achieve this goal, 
we expect you to extend the economic po-
wer of our country to the world, starting 
with neighboring regions. In addition to 
its focus on execution, DEİK must engage 
in intellectual efforts that will expand the 
horizons of the business community and 
set out a road map in order to achieve its 
mission. DEİK should prepare reports on 
strategies concerning foreign economic 
relations, see to their implementation and 
monitor the outcomes closely. We will al-
ways continue to support you in your ef-
forts towards these goals.

As you know, I paid special attention to 
DEİK’s efforts during my tenure as Prime 
Minister for more than 11 years and I con-
tinue to do so during my Presidency. We 
invited DEİK to all of the countries we visi-
ted from Africa to South America to build 
bridges between the business communiti-
es. We made serious efforts to solve your 
problems and supported our companies, 
big and small. We concerned ourselves 
with everything from cutting red tape to 
letters of guarantee, issues with customs 
processes to the problems of our truck dri-
vers. We did all that to ensure a more re-
liable and permissive trade ecosystem for 
our business community. We worked hard 
to raise our export volume, increase our in-
vestments, and boost employment, growth 
and production.

Turkey received 201 billion dol-
lars in foreign direct investment 
in the last 16 years 

Our export volume will reach 170 billion 
dollars as of the end of this year, up from 
36 billion dollars in 2002. The number of 
exporting companies increased more than 
two-fold from 31 thousand to 71 thousand. 
A new regulation that came into force made 
eight thousand 582 exporters eligible to 
receive green passports to ease visa requi-
rements for many countries. We increased 
the capital of Eximbank from 3 billion liras 
to 10 billion liras. We provided our expor-
ters with more than 2 billion liras of cash 
support last year alone. While the value of 
direct investments to our country betwe-
en 1975-2002 was only 15 billion dollars, 
we reached a direct investment amount of 
more than 201 billion dollars in the last 16 
years.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Together, we visit different continents and 
countries around the world every year. We 
also host heads of state and government on 
the occasion of official state visits as well as 
during the international meetings we host 
in our country. Most recently, we organized 
a meeting to bring together our business 
community with the President of Iran, Has-
san Rouhani. We are determined, we work 
hard, and we will continue to work hard. 
These visits and contacts show that Turkey 
now has an impressive presence not only 
with its official missions, but also with its 

business community, companies, products 
and non-governmental organizations even 
in countries where Turkey was completely 
unknown until 15-20 years ago. We helped 
our country become visible and recogni-
zable all over the world with our contrac-
ting services, TV series, movies, culture 
and healthcare services. Turkish entrep-
reneurs now conduct manufacturing and 
trade activities that provide employment 
to hundreds of thousands of people in re-
gions where we had almost no investments 
when we took office in 2002.

Our contractors make us proud with their 
projects in various regions such as Africa, 
Russia, Kazakhstan and the Balkans. For 
instance, you land at an airport built by 
Turkish contractors when you fly to Dakar, 
the capital of Senegal. You make use of the 
electricity generated in giant power vessels 
built in Turkish shipyards when you travel 
to Ghana, Gambia, Lebanon or Indonesia. 
South Africans use the refrigerators, was-
hing machines, ovens and home applian-
ces manufactured by Turkish companies. 
From Pakistan to Kuwait, many countries 
use the ammunition and military vehicles 
developed by the Turkish defense industry 
to ensure their national security.

Praise be to Allah; you see a product with 
the “Made in Turkey” stamp and hear the 
success story of a Turkish company on all 
continents. Today, along with our diploma-
tic missions, Turkish companies and the 
business community fly the Turkish flag 
in hundreds of countries across the globe. 
Turkey has now earned a good reputation 
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in trade diplomacy in addition to its huma-
nitarian aid activities and diplomatic initi-
atives. Almost every statesman we meet re-
fers to the success, honesty and dynamism 
of Turkish investors and their commitment 
to their word. Turkish companies under-
take projects that were left unfinished by 
foreign companies for years and complete 
them in record time. I would like to thank 
all of you from the bottom of my heart for 
representing the values of our nation and 
making me and our country proud. Wit-
hout a doubt, this success belongs to all of 
us. This success belongs to our people who 
are ready to sacrifice their lives for their co-
untry, national will, democracy, future and 
independence.

These achievements show that Turkey has 
self-confidence and self-esteem and is ready 
to realize its true potential which remained 
unfulfilled for decades. These achievements 
are the result of our country’s progress in 
many areas such as in exports, investments 
and the economy along with our achieve-
ments in politics, international relations 
and many other areas. Our country achie-
ved such progress thanks to a sense of mo-
bilization adopted by its 81 million citizens, 
including its president, bureaucrats, politi-
cians, workers, industrialists and shopkee-
pers. God willing, Turkey will continue to 
make history as long as we work towards the 
same goals, share the same enthusiasm and 
unite like bricks in a wall. In this respect, 
2019 will be a completely different year. No 
mortal power can stop our country’s leap 
forward as long as we do not give way to 
pessimism and despair.

The main opposition leader is no 
different than the people digging 
trenches in Southeast Turkey

Dear Friends, 

No victory is presented on a silver platter. 
As in commercial, academic and personal 
success, success in state governance requ-
ires patience, perseverance and an uphill 
struggle. We faced many challenges and 
attacks while supporting our country’s 
growth in economy, diplomacy, democ-
racy, trade, exports, employment and in-
vestments. We faced the machinations of 
the domestic powers aiming to impose 
tutelage while also countering the efforts 
of our enemies abroad who do not want 
Turkey to grow stronger. In the early ye-
ars after we came to power, we experien-
ced resistance from people who had ingra-
ined themselves in the state and treated it 
as their own property. These circles were 
poised over civilian politics like the sword 
of Damocles and were ready to organize 
a military coup when they saw fit. They 
showed their annoyance to our power in 
various ways. Our struggle for democracy 
was tested by provocations and political 
assassinations as well as calls for a coup, 
in much the same way as provocations 
were used to hinder development efforts 
undertaken by late Menderes. They used 
ideologically motivated judicial decisions 
that disregarded law to prevent many of 
our projects which would have helped 
modernize Turkey.
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None of these attempts kept us from ser-
ving our nation, but they slowed us down 
and wasted our nation’s time. When these 
methods failed, they galvanized street pro-
tests. We faced a preposterous attack at a 
time when we had fully repaid our debt to 
the IMF, lowered interest rates to record le-
vels and broke records in exports and the 
amount of reserves at the Central Bank. 
They targeted our economy by galvanizing 
the streets under the pretext of a handful of 
trees being transferred from Gezi Park. Re-
member those days... Certain circles cons-
tantly praised those who plundered small 
shops, shot at our police officers, burned 
down streets, workplaces and municipal 
buses that were paid for by the taxpayer. 

They mistook Turkey for France or the Net-
herlands, and they were wrong. We sho-
wed them how wrong they were on July 15. 
A certain someone escaped to the Bakırköy 
Municipality building to avoid tanks, but 
we stood with our nation against the puts-
chists. How can he call himself a patriot? 
How can he claim to love his nation above 
all else? And he calls himself the leader of 
the main opposition! Had he and others 
like him been patriots, they would not have 
encouraged and provoked the Gezi protes-
ters. How could our nation support the de-
fenders of the people who tried to bomb 
the Prime Minister’s Office in Istanbul or 
those digging tunnels for terrorists in the 
southeast? Leader of the main opposition 
is no different than those digging trenches 
in southeast Turkey. Gezi protesters were 
constantly encouraged by national media 
outlets, the main opposition party and cer-
tain international powers. 

Now, it turns out that they are going to use 
the media outlets of the main opposition 
party to hang me. And, this is perpetrated 
by so-called artists and intellectuals. Let 
them call themselves artists. We set out 
with a different mindset. Who are they to 
hang me? I believe in martyrdom, so I am 
ready to pay the price. It is time for those 
so-called artists to appear in court and give 
an account of what they said. We cannot 
let those statements go unpunished, so 
they will pay for it. If they have the auda-
city to hang the president of this country, 
then they must be prepared to pay the pri-
ce in court. 

These incidents were constantly encoura-
ged by national media outlets, the main 
opposition party and certain international 
powers. Those who set up tents in Istanbul 
and Ankara during the Gezi Events to bro-
adcast everything live for hours do not re-
act to the events in Paris today. Those who 
criticized our security forces by claiming 
that they used disproportionate force say 
nothing about the police response to the 
protests in Paris. Praise be to Allah, we ma-
naged to repel this attack by joining forces 
with our nation, the business community 
and non-governmental organizations aga-
inst all this hypocrisy.

Then, the coup attempt in the judiciary 
and the police force took place on Decem-
ber 17-25. After that failed attempt, the 
terrorists who had infiltrated our army 
perpetrated a military coup on July 15. 
On the night of July 15, we defeated the 
traitors thanks to the resistance of our 81 

million citizens, young and old, with 251 
falling martyr. It was not just our democ-
racy but also the future of our country 
which was saved that night. Together, we 
made history with a victory underwritten 
by our unwavering national will. I would 
like to thank my nation who defeated the 
hashashin of the demon in Pennsylvania 
on July 15 and fought against those who 
hired themselves out to him for a dollar 
each. I salute the memory of our martyrs 
with gratitude. They sacrificed their lives 
in this second war of independence in our 
history, much like their ancestors who did 
the same one century ago. I would like to 
express my gratitude to our veterans for 
their sacrifice and bravery on behalf of my 
country and nation.

We firmly believe in our 
business community and defy 
scaremongers

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The attacks on our currency following the 
elections on June 24 is no different than 
previous attacks. The timing of the latest 
operation speaks volumes just like the Gezi 
Events, the trench protests and the treac-
hery of July 15. Gezi Events were perpetra-
ted right after the Turkish economy gained 
its independence from the IMF. Likewise, 
the latest economic attack took place right 
after Turkey passed a most difficult test 
in democracy. It is clear as day that recent 
fluctuations in exchange rates do not ref-
lect the real dynamics of our economy and 

Turkey as a whole. Scaremongering politi-
cians and so-called economists who kept 
heralding an economic crisis on television 
day and night were proven wrong. 

Let me be clear, the main opposition party 
in particular failed this test spectacularly. 
As always, the leader of the main oppositi-
on party tried to demoralize our nation and 
business community by quoting fictitious 
figures from hastily prepared documents. 
He tried to lecture us, forgetting that the 
Social Security Institution went under 
while he served as its General Manager. As 
if oblivious to this fact, he continues to lie 
and slander instead of apologizing to the 
nation.

Praise be to Allah, our business commu-
nity, industrialists, entrepreneurs and our 
nation do not pay heed to him and his do-
omsday scenarios. The person he praised 
so much and took under his wing now calls 
him every name in the book. I do not need 
to mention his name, you probably know 
who I am talking about. Likewise, the per-
son he selected as his party’s presidential 
candidate also speaks ill of him. He says, 
“He lost three elections”. This is the kind 
of team he has as a party leader. Would it 
be possible to carry on with someone like 
him? Absolutely not. 

Today, our country’s economy has a dyna-
mic structure and resilience that leave 
plenty of room for maneuver. Fluctuations 
in financial markets started to fizzle out 
and things have calmed down, entering 
a period of normalization thanks to our 
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timely and firm actions. We see an imp-
rovement of 20 percent in the exchange 
rate compared to the end of August. Thus, 
Turkey decoupled from many other de-
veloping countries in a positive way. Our 
country’s risk premium improved by 225 
points while 10-year government bond in-
terest rates dropped by 460 basis points in 
the same period. 

We also prepared and launched the New 
Economy Program that will help us achi-
eve our 2023 goals. Our priority is to en-
sure stability and reduce inflation and the 
current account deficit. We also launched 
the All-Out Fight Against Inflation to curb 
inflation which has been on the rise due to 
the fluctuation in the exchange rate. We ac-
hieved positive results in price movements 
in November thanks to the firm support 
from our companies. Inflation started to 
decline in November against all odds. This 
process of rebalancing brought about posi-
tive developments in current accounts and 
foreign trade. Turkish economy registered 
a current account surplus for three conse-
cutive months. The strong performance in 
exports and tourism supported our growth 
and helped reduce the current account de-
ficit. The ratio of exports to imports excee-
ded 95 percent in November. This positive 
course also led to an improvement of six 
percent and nine percent in the real sector 

and economic sector confidence indices 
respectively. We expect recent improve-
ments in financial markets and expectati-
ons to trigger a strong rally in our economy 
in the upcoming period. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is easy to complain, criticize and pass 
judgment from the sidelines. What is dif-
ficult is to assume responsibility and take 
action for the future of the country and na-
tion. We never took the easy way out. We al-
ways chose the hard way. We show our love 
for Turkey through our actions not words, 
and with the successful projects we imple-
ment. We expect the same from everyone 
who have faith in this country. Our gre-
atest capital in the last 16 years has been 
to believe in this country, trust this nation 
and rely on our exporters. We continue to 
firmly believe in our business community 
and defy scaremongers. I believe that we 
will join forces with our business commu-
nity, exporters, workers, farmers and shop-
keepers to overcome the challenges ahead.

As I conclude my remarks, I wish success 
to the General Assembly of DEİK. I cong-
ratulate all of you for your contribution to 
Turkey’s growth, welfare and peace.

May Allah guide our path. May his bles-
sings be upon you. All the best.

We will create safe zones for
3.6 million Syrian refugees in 

their homeland

Organization of Islamic Cooperation Meeting for the Establishment of 
the Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies Cooperation Network

Istanbul | January 28, 2019

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Chairman and Members of 
the Turkish Red Crescent, Esteemed Cha-
irman of the Islamic Committee of the In-
ternational Crescent, Valuable Directors of 

the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, Chairmen of 
the Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies 
from the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion Member States and Observers, Distin-
guished Guests, My Dear Brothers,
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I greet you wholeheartedly. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

Welcome to Turkey and to Istanbul, a je-
wel of the world that received the praise of 
our Prophet (pbuh). It is a great pleasure to 
host you in our country as the President of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
I would like to thank you all for honoring 
us with your presence at this meeting. I am 
grateful to the Turkish Red Crescent and 
the Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies 
from the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration Member States and Observers for 
bringing us together on the occasion of 
such an important meeting. 

I would like to start my remarks by congra-
tulating the Turkish Red Crescent and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies on the 150th and 
the 100th anniversary of their foundation 
respectively. May the peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon the founders of the Hilal 
Ahmar Society which set out to help peop-
le in need 150 years ago. I would like to pay 
homage to Dr. Besim Ömer, Celal Muhtar, 
Safiye Hüseyin Elbi, Yusuf Akçura and to 
all the bighearted people who made Red 
Crescent the beloved organization it is to-
day through selflessness and hard work. 
On behalf of my country and nation, I of-
fer my gratitude to all members of the Red 
Crescent and Red Cross societies who help 

those in need regardless of their religion, 
language, race, color or nationality. May Al-
lah have mercy on our martyrs who died in 
the service of such a great cause when hel-
ping the Red Crescent provide aid to those 
in need. 

I hope that this meeting and your consul-
tations over the next four days will contri-
bute to peace and prosperity for humanity 
and pave the way to a bright future for us 
all. I offer my sincere thanks in advance 
to our friends and academicians who will 
contribute to our discussion with their ide-
as and presentations as well as to aid wor-
kers who will share their experience on the 
ground.

Daesh is a pawn used by some 
countries to carry out their plans 
in Syria and our region 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As you know, Turkey has been the Presi-
dent of the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration, the biggest international organiza-
tion in the world after the United Nations, 
since 2016. The Islamic world has been 
through very painful and difficult times 
over the past two and a half years. We fa-
ced many humanitarian crises such as the 
attacks on the legal status of Jerusalem, the 
Palestinian issue, the conflict in Syria that 
has been going on for eight years, and fami-
ne in Yemen. Unfortunately, a majority of 
these conflicts remain unsolved and have 
become even more complicated. The cries 

of help by our brothers and sisters who are 
oppressed and persecuted echo througho-
ut the Islamic geography. In Yemen, people 
are facing the biggest man-made famine in 
human history. According to data from the 
United Nations, 14 million Yemeni brot-
hers and sisters struggle to survive against 
hunger and poverty. Images of emaciated 
children that we all see on our screens are 
the painful symbols of this devastating 
humanitarian crisis in the region. Unfor-
tunately, the Islamic world has failed to ef-
fectively and successfully respond to these 
crises, many of which take place on its own 
territory.

On the other hand, the persecution in 
Syria which claimed the lives of one mil-
lion people and forced 12 million Syrians 
to abandon their homes was alleviated to 
a certain extent as a result of our efforts. 
Praise be to Allah; we took an important 
step towards a lasting political solution in 
Syria for the first time in many years with 
the Astana Talks. We dealt a heavy blow to 
terrorist organizations such as Daesh and 
the PKK/YPG that threaten the security of 
Syria, Turkey and our region with operati-
ons Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch. 

The presence of Daesh in Syria has been 
all but eliminated. We are aware that the 
remnants of Daesh are being allowed to 
exist not because they cannot be elimina-
ted, but because their presence legitimizes 
and empowers the terrorist organization 
YPG. Since its creation, Daesh has been a 
pawn used by some countries and powers 
to carry out their plans in Syria and in our 

region. When they attack the moderate op-
position with the heavy weaponry which 
they arranged to receive from the Syrian 
regime, Daesh terrorists are murdering ci-
vilians including women, children and the 
elderly who are fleeing the persecution of 
Assad. This terrorist organization has also 
targeted Turkey and committed many at-
rocities both inside and near our borders.

Western states realized the threat posed by 
Daesh only when acts of terrorism spread 
to their side of the world. And even then, 
they chose to fight against this terrorist 
organization by arming another terro-
rist organization. They sent thousands of 
truckloads of weapons to a group of bloody-
handed murderers who recruit children 
and destroy mosques, places of worship 
and schools in areas they occupy, simply 
because these murderers also happen to be 
fighting against Daesh. On the other hand, 
the images from Raqqa last year exposed 
the clandestine cooperation between these 
two terrorist organizations that pretend to 
be fighting against each other. The same 
PKK/YPG that was armed and supported 
under the pretext of fighting against Daesh 
has allowed Daesh members to walk out of 
Raqqa freely with their guns. Even worse 
is the fact that the YPG/PYD terrorist orga-
nization actively trains, arms and prepares 
Daesh terrorists against Turkey. 

God willing, Turkey will soon root out the 
remaining Daesh members who were in-
tentionally kept in place and are trained to 
target our country. We will establish pea-
ce, security and stability in the east of the 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

143142

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

Euphrates as we did in other regions which 
we secured. In this context, we are in close 
cooperation with countries that have a mi-
litary presence in the region, including the 
United States and Russia. We had produc-
tive consultations with both countries. We 
completed preparations for the next phase 
even as we engaged in diplomatic efforts. 
Our goal in this process is to strengthen 
our national security and ensure the terri-
torial integrity of Syria. First, we are plan-
ning to create safe zones to help the 3.6 
million Syrian refugees still living in our 
country return home. Approximately 300 
thousand Syrian refugees have returned 
to Azaz, Al-Bab, Jarabulus and Afrin which 
we cleared from terrorists. I am confident 
that this number will reach millions as we 
continue to establish safe zones along our 
southern border.

Humanitarian aid workers are 
the bighearted people of our day

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In addition to our efforts to eliminate the 
presence of all terror organizations in the 
region, Turkey also engages in great efforts 
to alleviate the effects of the humanitarian 
crises caused by conflict. We provide aid 
to our brothers and sisters who are perse-
cuted and oppressed in Somalia, Arakan, 
Gaza and Yemen. To us, the faith, ethnicity, 
language or skin color is of no concern in 
our aid efforts. With this understanding, 
we welcomed millions of people who ran 
away from the war in Syria. We did not 

condemn the refugees to camps, islands or 
to settlements with inhumane living con-
ditions like the Western states did. Unlike 
some countries which pretend to preach 
human rights, we did not treat refuges who 
had to flee their country as if they had the 
plague. Many Western countries that lec-
ture the world on democracy and civiliza-
tion are otherizing and excluding refugees 
and blaming them for everything that goes 
wrong. Western politicians are making 
plans to use the hatred against refugees to 
win their elections. Racist attacks targeting 
refugees and foreigners become more fre-
quent, especially across Europe. 

No one knows what happened to more than 
10 thousand children who came to Europe 
to run away from the war in Syria. Against 
this state of affairs in the West, we provi-
ded education to 650 thousand Syrian 
children in our schools. We made sure that 
refugees had access to the same healthcare 
standards as our citizens. We spent more 
than 33 billion dollars according to UN cal-
culations on 4 million refugees, including 
3.6 million from Syria. In the meantime, 
the European Union failed to fulfill its pro-
mise and the contribution from the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
was symbolic. Today, Turkey provides the 
highest amount of aid as a ratio of GDP in 
the world. We carry out humanitarian and 
development aid activities and implement 
thousands of projects in more than 140 
countries around the world. Our official 
development assistance increased from 85 

million dollars in 2002 to 8.1 billion dol-
lars in 2017. These numbers are more than 
enough to show that humanitarian aid is 
not a question of resources, but a question 
of conscience.

Frankly, many of our current problems are 
caused by a lack of compassion and em-
pathy rather than a lack of financial reso-
urces. Lifeless bodies of innocent children 
that wash up on the shore and images of po-
verty and famine are the reflections of this 
lack of compassion. We have all witnessed 
such lack of conscience in the West which, 
for all its development and progress, failed 
to deliver cheap malaria blankets or basic 
vaccines to those in need, spoke of sinking 
refugee boats and turned the Mediterrane-
an into a cemetery for refugees. 

My Dear Brothers,

The conflicts, crises and disasters in our 
region affect humanitarian aid workers 
as much as they affect statesmen. Peop-
le look for the Red Crescent or the Red 
Cross flag when they need help no matter 
where they are. Most of the time, the Red 
Crescent and the Red Cross workers rush 
to the aid of those in need even before offi-
cial bodies. The Red Crescent and the Red 
Cross are specifically organized to provide 
vital services in times of crises, disaster or 
famine. I know that your humanitarian aid 
efforts do not always receive the recogniti-
on, appreciation or the support they deser-
ve. Many people are unaware of the prob-
lems you face and the obstacles you have 
to overcome as you carry out your duties. 

They do not realize the risks and challen-
ges you have to take on when you deliver a 
bag of flour, a pack of baby food or a hygie-
ne kit to those in need. 

Of course, humanitarian aid activities have 
to be carried out without expecting praise 
or mundane reward. At the end of the day, 
humanitarian aid is inherently volunteer 
work even for those who work professio-
nally. It is impossible to take all this risk 
without having a sense of responsibility 
towards other human beings. That is why 
I consider humanitarian aid workers as 
the bighearted people of today. You are the 
paragons of selflessness in a world where 
everything is defined by money, interests 
and materialism, and the value of human 
life diminishes by the day. I have full confi-
dence that everybody here carries out their 
work in a way that befits the nobleness of 
your mission.

I believe that our solidarity 
will only grow stronger

Confidence and trust are key in charity 
and aid work. Even the slightest doubt or 
the smallest setback is enough to throw a 
big wrench into the funding and the execu-
tion of humanitarian aid activities. In this 
context, I believe that transparency and 
accountability are very important in your 
line of work. 

Similarly, it is important that different aid 
organizations learn to coordinate better. 
Lack of coordination creates situations 
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where the people that need help either do 
not receive it or they do but it is too late. 
This leads to a waste of resources, loss of 
human life and more humanitarian tra-
gedy. Therefore, we made an appeal at the 
13th Islamic Summit in Istanbul. At that 
summit, I had emphasized the importance 
of joining forces in enhancing the coordi-
nation of humanitarian aid activities and 
repairing the damage from disasters in the 
territory of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation. Our appeal was included in the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 2025 
Programme of Action and the 2016-2025 
Implementation Plan. I am pleased to see 
the concrete results of that appeal from 
three years ago in the context of the initi-
ative taken by the Turkish Red Crescent 
today. I would like to thank the Islamic 
Committee of the International Crescent, 
the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies, and each of 

the Red Crescent and Red Cross Societies 
in the region for heeding our call.

We have 50 Red Crescent and Red Cross 
Societies from the member states and ob-
servers here today. Other societies which 
could not attend the program for various 
reasons sent messages of support for this 
project. I believe that the solidarity for-
med in this meeting and the 4th Consulta-
tion Meeting of the Islamic Committee of 
the International Crescent will only grow 
stronger in the future.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
welcome our guests to our country once 
again. May the blessings and mercy of Al-
lah be upon us. Please convey the heartfelt 
greetings of my nation and myself to our 
brothers and sisters in your countries.

Stay safe and may Allah be with you. All 
the best.

Regarding Turkey merely as a 
market does not do justice to the 

true spirit of our alliance

Meeting with the American Turkish Council and American Chamber of 
Commerce Delegation | Ankara | February 7, 2019

Distinguished Presidents, Distinguished 
Representatives of the Business Commu-
nity, Distinguished Guests, 

I greet you all with my warmest regards.

I am very pleased to host the esteemed rep-

resentatives of the American Turkish Co-
uncil and the American Chamber of Com-
merce in our country. I hope your visit will 
contribute to the strengthening of Turkish-
American cooperation and our economic 
and commercial relations in particular.
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We last met in October 2017 and had a very 
productive meeting. God willing, today’s 
consultations will also offer new horizons 
and opportunities for our countries.

Turkey faced many a challenge since our 
last meeting. The resilience of Turkish-
American relations was tested during this 
period of challenges, shocks and crises. 
Praise be to Allah; we successfully overca-
me all challenges and proved our resilien-
ce. Today, we are hopeful about the future 
of Turkish-American relations despite the 
hurdles we faced recently. We know that 
the similarities outweigh the differences in 
our views. Undoubtedly, the close dialogue 
and communication between myself and 
my dear friend President Trump played a 
key role in replacing recent tensions in our 
relations with cooperation and solidarity.

President Trump’s latest initiative regar-
ding Syria in particular frustrated the 
plans of others trying to undermine Tur-
kish-American relations. In this process, 
the American Turkish Council and the 
American Chamber of Commerce also 
made significant contributions to improve 
our relations, solve problems and put our 
cooperation back on track. I would like to 
thank all our friends, especially the inves-
tors present in this room today, on behalf 
of my country and nation. God willing, I 
believe that our cooperation will be furt-
her strengthened with your efforts in the 
coming period.

Dear Friends,

Turkey and the United States have a strong 
and comprehensive strategic alliance ba-
sed on mutual interests. Although we ex-
perience some ups and downs in our rela-
tions from time to time due to differences 
of opinion, our partnership has survived 
many challenges. At this stage, we would 
like to look ahead and focus on a positive 
agenda with respect to our bilateral rela-
tions and regional cooperation. President 
Trump agrees with me on this issue. He 
also wishes to improve and strengthen the-
ir cooperation with Turkey on the basis of 
mutual interests and goals. Our Minister 
of Foreign Affairs attended the Meeting of 
the Global Coalition Against Daesh in Was-
hington, D.C. yesterday and held bilateral 
meetings. Turkey-US Joint Working Group 
meetings were held in Washington on Feb-
ruary 5.

Turkey is ready to assume 
responsibility in the areas 
where the United States will be 
withdrawing from

It is extremely important that the withdra-
wal of the United States from Syria does 
not create a vacuum of authority in the re-
gion that can be exploited by terrorist or-
ganizations. Turkey is ready to assume res-
ponsibility for the fight against terrorism 
in the areas where the United States will 
be withdrawing from. I conveyed Turkey’s 
position to the President when I told him, 
“You are likely to face problems if you have 

concerns about fighting Daesh and plan on 
using other terrorist organizations to eli-
minate it. We can conduct a determined 
fight against Daesh to destroy it. We sho-
wed our capabilities in Al-Bab, where we 
neutralized around three thousand Daesh 
members. It is not right for our strategic 
partner to team up with these terrorist or-
ganizations for this purpose.” Nonetheless, 
such a course of action was, as you know, 
taken with the YPG/PYD. My guess is that 
we will see the consequences of this action 
in years to come.

With the Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch operations, we neutralized thou-
sands of terrorists and helped nearly 300 
thousand Syrians return home. Today, the 
safe zones created by Turkey are the most 
peaceful and secure areas in Syria. 

There are 1 million Arameans in the regi-
on. Arameans leave Syria because their li-
ves are threatened by PYD/YPG terrorists. 
Turkey welcomed all of them. During the 
Kobani operation, 300 thousand people 
fled from Kobani to Turkey. They are still 
in our country. We did not send them away. 
Why? Because we never turn our back on 
refugees. This is what we learned from our 
history and civilization. 

Therefore, Syrians from different faiths 
and cultural backgrounds who speak dif-
ferent languages live in peace in the areas 
controlled by Turkey from Jarabulus to Af-
rin. Our brothers and sisters in this region 
have access to healthcare services, educati-
on, trade, security and agriculture. 

It is possible to replicate the success in Af-
rin, Al-Bab, Azaz and Jarabulus in the rest 
of the regions along the Turkish-Syrian 
border. President Trump’s plan regarding 
the fight against terrorism in an area which 
is 30-32 kilometers deep and our positive 
approach to his plan were very important 
because this area was a terror corridor. Na-
turally, we had to take necessary measures 
against any attack that could be directed 
against our country from this terror corri-
dor; and we have done exactly that. Our co-
untry is fully prepared to achieve its goals. 
We are determined to fight against all ter-
rorist organizations, especially Daesh, that 
pose a threat to our country, region and the 
world at large. We believe that Turkey and 
the United States share the same sensiti-
vities on this issue. That is what befits our 
alliance.

In this context, I would like to emphasize 
one issue. Some remnants of the former 
administration that tried to replace Daesh 
with another bloody-handed terrorist orga-
nization have engaged in smear campaigns 
against our country from the beginning. 
They are trying to portray Turkey’s fight 
against the PKK/PYD/YPG as a fight aga-
inst the Kurds. We never had an issue with 
the Kurds. A large number of my party’s 
deputies represent these constituencies. 
We always had Kurdish ministers in our 
cabinet before we adopted the new presi-
dential system. We also have Kurdish mi-
nisters in our cabinet now. Therefore, we 
do not discriminate.
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Unfortunately, this slander campaign be-
came more intense after the latest decisi-
on by President Trump. However, Turkey 
does not have a problem with the Iraqi 
Kurds or the Syrian Kurds. We never had 
a problem with them. In fact, Turkey al-
ways took Kurds under its wing and stood 
up for them in challenging times. Whether 
it be the Saddam Hussein regime, Daesh 
attacks or the PKK/PYD persecution they 
fled from, our Kurdish brothers and sisters 
always sought refuge in Turkey.

We support efforts to create a 
safe zone

Furthermore, we all know that latest US in-
telligence reports describe PYD/YPG as an 
offshoot of the PKK terrorist organization. 
This bloody-handed terrorist organization 
even armed children and forced them to 
fight in the fronts. It would be the biggest 
insult to our Kurdish brothers and sisters 
to associate the local people in the region 
with the PKK/PYD terrorist organization. 
It is impossible to comprehend why these 
murderous gangs are supported and provi-
ded with ammunition and weapons when 
world public opinion is fully aware of their 
actions.

I would like to share a disheartening piece 
of information. With the latest shipments, 
23 thousand truckloads of weapons have 
been delivered to that terrorist organizati-
on so far. These weapons are provided to a 
terrorist organization. Who receives these 
weapons? The YPG/PKK terrorist organiza-
tions. While the United States does not con-

sider them as terrorist organizations, latest 
US intelligence reports describe PYD/YPG 
as an offshoot of the PKK terrorist organi-
zation. We have visual evidence and docu-
ments to prove this point. We expect the 
support of our friends such as yourselves to 
explain this situation to the American pub-
lic. 

On the other hand, we support efforts to cre-
ate a safe zone. I always mentioned creating 
a safe zone during the Obama administrati-
on. I said to President Obama, “Let us crea-
te a safe zone in this region”. And, he said, 
“You are right, let us do it.” Unfortunately, 
it never happened. Now I see that Trump is 
talking about a safe zone or a buffer zone. 
Let us take necessary steps, let us do this as 
soon as possible. 

As a matter of fact, I made this proposal at 
the beginning of the Syrian crisis. I under-
lined in every meeting the need to estab-
lish a zone that is cleared from terrorists so 
that refugees can safely return to their ho-
meland. A humanitarian approach to open 
doors to refugees necessitates the establish-
ment of container cities in safe zones. Inste-
ad, weapons and ammunition are being tra-
ded. Let us not devote our energy to selling 
arms, but to implementing these solutions. 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and the 
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia promised to 
support the creation of safe zones. Not a 
single penny came from either of them. We 
spent 35 billion dollars so far. The European 
Union did not keep its promise either. We 
received only one billion 750 million euros 
from the European Union. Moreover, I did 

not receive a positive response from our 
allies or coalition partners to my proposal 
which offered a long-term solution to the 
refugee crisis and terrorist threats. Turkey 
has the capability to establish and manage 
these safe zones in line with our common 
interests as long as our allies provide neces-
sary logistical support. We are ready to take 
necessary steps.

Turkey faces another terrorist organization 
called FETO which threatens our national 
security. This terrorist organization made 
an attempt against our democracy on July 
15, 2016, killing 251 and injuring two tho-
usand 193 citizens. FETO terrorists mart-
yred 29 in the area around the Presidential 
Complex alone. Therefore, it pains our na-
tion and the families of our martyrs to see 
that the ringleader of FETO carries on in 
Pennsylvania as if nothing happened.

We know that FETO-affiliated institutions 
are involved in many shady deals such as 
tender rigging, money laundering, forging 
documents and bribery. We expect US offi-
cials to take necessary steps against them as 
soon as possible. If we are NATO allies and 
strategic partners, both sides need to do 
what is required of this relationship as soon 
as possible.

We are pleased to see that American law 
enforcement began to take action against 
FETO recently. We expect the representati-
ves of the private sector to remain vigilant 
against this terrorist organization as well. 
We need your support to reveal the dark 
and bloody face of FETO.

We expect double tariffs on our 
steel exports to be lifted

Dear Friends, 

Turkey continues to be an island of stabi-
lity in its region despite the challenges. In 
terms of gross national revenue, Turkey 
is the 13th largest economy in the world 
and 5th largest economy in Europe. We 
continue to make Turkey more attractive 
to investors for infrastructure investments 
and for doing business. As a testament of 
our efforts in this respect, Turkey rose 17 
places in the World Bank’s latest Ease of 
Doing Business Index compared to the pre-
vious year.

Over one thousand 800 American compa-
nies operate in our country today. These 
companies invested more than 10 billion 
dollars directly in our country over the 
past decade and they continue to do so. 

On the other hand, a trade volume of 20 
billion dollars between Turkey and the 
United States is unacceptable. This figure 
is well below the potential of our countries. 
I brought this issue to President Trump’s 
attention before. He proposed to increase 
our trade volume to 75 billion dollars in 
our recent phone calls. We gladly accepted 
this offer and started working on what we 
can do to achieve this goal. 

In this context, services sector offers im-
portant opportunities for the two countri-
es. Turkey also has a great tourism potenti-
al. The number of visitors from the United 
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States to Turkey increased back to 450 tho-
usand following a decline in the previous 
year. This figure is too low considering the 
fact that we receive 40 million tourists an-
nually. I believe that there are many steps 
to be taken in this respect.

Perhaps the most important obstacle pre-
venting an increase in our trade volume is 
the trade policy measures implemented by 
the United States. In this context, we ex-
pect double tariffs on steel exports impo-
sed recently and solely on our country to 
be lifted. We would like to see the assess-
ment process initiated in the Generalized 
System of Preferences to be concluded as 
soon as possible. Faced with such unfair 
practices, we took our own measures based 
on the principle of reciprocity. We also took 
the issue to the World Trade Organization. 
The World Trade Organization evaluated 
our request and found it justified. We are 
also keen to make sure that the measures 
we take do not harm investors or the busi-
ness community in general. 

We do our best to ensure that recent de-
velopments between the two countries do 
not take a toll on mutual trade and invest-
ments. In this respect, our position is clear; 
we believe that political and commercial 
matters should not be confused. 

Investors who create added value and 
employment in our country are very im-
portant for us. I believe that your efforts in 

raising awareness within the US administ-
ration regarding opportunities in Turkey 
will be very helpful. We would like more 
American companies to invest in our co-
untry and take advantage of the incentives 
we offer to international investors. In par-
ticular, I attach great importance to joint 
investments with the United States in the 
defense industry. In this context, regarding 
Turkey merely as a market does not do jus-
tice to the true spirit of our alliance. So, let 
us invest together. Turkey has a populati-
on of over 82 million and incredible brain 
power. 

I would like to take this opportunity to in-
vite the American business community to 
take advantage of the investment opportu-
nities in our country and to explore new 
opportunities. We provide both legal and 
institutional support to foreign direct in-
vestments. As the President, I have always 
provided my full support to increasing in-
vestments in Turkey. All institutions and 
the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey 
Investment Office in particular are ready 
to provide you the support you need. You 
can always refer to our Investment Office 
before and as you make your investments 
and, more importantly, after completing 
your investments. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
thank you for your visit. I hope that our 
meeting and your consultations will yield 
beneficial results.

We have been left on our own
to deal with irregular migration 

and the refugee problem

Welcome Dinner at the 6th Ministerial Conference of
the Budapest Process | Istanbul | February 19, 2019

Distinguished Executive Director, Estee-
med Ministers, Distinguished Commissi-
oner, Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly.

I am very pleased to host you in our country 
on the occasion of the 6th Ministerial Con-

ference of the Budapest Process. Welcome 
to Istanbul, the city of civilizations and his-
tory where continents, cultures and hearts 
meet. This city which has always embraced 
people fleeing oppression and persecution 
hosts an important meeting on migration 
today. I hope that our meeting and consul-
tations will yield beneficial results.
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The international community is faced with 
an unprecedented migration crisis. There 
are approximately 260 million migrants, 
more than 68 million displaced persons 
and more than 25 million refugees in the 
world today. This number grows every day 
because of poverty, famine, civil wars, ter-
rorist attacks and political uncertainties as 
well as for economic reasons. People are 
not migrating only for a better job and hig-
her standards of living; they also migrate 
to survive, provide for their families and 
raise their children. 

However, such journeys of hope unfortuna-
tely end in death and disaster most of the 
time. I would like to underline that it was 
not adventure but desperation to survive 
which turned the Mediterranean into a gra-
veyard with more than 18 thousand peop-
le killed in the last six years. There is great 
tragedy and suffering behind each life lost 
in the scorching heat of the Sahara Desert. 
People who try to cross high seas on makes-
hift boats do so not for the adrenaline, but 
because they have no choice or hope. It is 
unconscionable to keep these refugees who 
had to leave everything behind in places 
that resemble open air prisons and camps. 

It is even more shameful to politicize their 
tragedies and aim for political gain by pro-
voking prejudice against them. It is also 
inhuman to try and discipline Palestinian 
refugees through poverty and famine by 
stopping aid. It is a big mistake to politicize 
the struggle of the Palestinians who have 
had to survive away from their home for 
70 years. 

I do not speak as president of a country 
that is far removed from conflict and ir-
regular migration. I speak as president of 
a country hosting the highest number of 
refugees in the world according to United 
Nations data.

Migration is a humanitarian 
and political issue which has a 
security dimension

The humanitarian tragedies that we wit-
ness almost every day are only the tip of the 
iceberg as far as migration is concerned. 
Furthermore, discussing the issue of refu-
gees and migration purely from a security 
perspective is reductionist at best. It is clear 
that building higher walls and laying more 
barbed wire fences will not end irregular 
migration. The best way to tackle this issue 
is to focus not only on the tip of the iceberg, 
but also on the core problems which rema-
in below the iceberg. We must look beyond 
the movement of people and face up to the 
real issues that force millions of people out 
of their home. Western states have as much 
a duty in this regard as the countries that 
the refugees come from.

There is one point that I would like to un-
derline in this regard. Migration is a hu-
manitarian and political issue which has 
a security dimension. Lack of justice and 
empathy lie at the heart of this problem. In 
some places, wealthiest communities are 
separated from the poorest ones by sea, a 
river or even an uncertain border. While 
one side of the border lives in luxury and 

opulence, it is hunger, famine and poverty 
that dominate the other side. It is impossib-
le to end migration in the face of such ext-
reme income inequality. The world order 
that is built on power and the principle of 
“might makes right” helps to consolidate 
such injustice. The current order offers no 
solution to conflict, instability or problems 
that force people to migrate. The resources, 
natural wealth, gold, diamond, mines and 
oil from less developed nations continue to 
create wealth for former colonialist states.

No one should be offended when I ask the 
following questions: Who plundered gold, 
diamond, copper and chromium mines in 
Africa all these years? Who slaughtered 
people? These are facts which are glossed 
over. We will never forget the massacres 
in Algeria and Rwanda. Hundreds of tho-
usands of people were killed in these co-
untries. 

When people discuss migration today, the-
se events should be their reference. Why 
did these people leave their countries? Do 
you think that the people who came to my 
country did so for a change in scenery? Of 
course not; they came running from a bar-
rage of barrel bombs. These are the bombs 
that killer Assad dropped on them from the 
sky. 3 million 600 thousand Syrians fled to 
Turkey as a result of this conflict. 

Migration will exist as long as there are hu-
man rights violations, conflicts and a gro-
wing gap between the rich and the poor. 
The international community must find 
ways to end conflicts, including those in 

Libya, Syria, Yemen and Afghanistan. No 
country has the luxury of considering this 
problem as a matter of proximity. Turkey 
ranks number one in the world in terms of 
providing aid to the less developed and the 
least developed countries as a ratio of its 
GDP. If we do not extend a giving hand to-
day, we may find ourselves in the same dire 
straits tomorrow.

Our destinies in Europe, Africa, North 
America or South America are inextricably 
intertwined as the world becomes a global 
village where distance has lost its relevan-
ce. As technology and transportation bring 
us closer, they also force us to find common 
solutions to our problems. 

On the other hand, problems such as po-
verty, famine, civil wars, and political and 
economic instability create perfect ground 
for human traffickers. We see that human 
trafficking is increasingly connected to ter-
rorism, drugs and organized crime. Terro-
rist organizations, who have a hand in both 
the causes and the effects of the events that 
force people to migrate, stand to benefit 
from these movements. We must fight with 
determination and coordination against 
this crime that threatens human life and 
our national security. Ethical considerati-
ons aside, sinking refugee boats as a solu-
tion will only condemn us to a deadlock. 
With an aging population and the need for 
labor which can be sourced from the East, 
Western countries will not be able to avoid 
the consequences of this problem. Therefo-
re, it is in the best interest of Western count-
ries to find a robust solution to migration.
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Our nation never committed 
genocide against any ethnicity in 
its entire history

Dear Friends,

Turkey is no stranger to the concept of mig-
ration both due to its geographical location 
and the ongoing conflicts in its region. We 
stand at a crossroads that has seen move-
ment of people from the east, west, north 
and south for centuries. We are the des-
cendants of a global state whose borders 
spanned an area of 22 million square kilo-
meters in its prime. The events of the past 
two centuries made our country a refuge 
for friendly and brotherly communities. 
We have, in all 81 provinces, citizens who 
have migrated from Crimea, the Caucasus, 
the Balkans, Rumelia and even from the 
Middle East and the Far East as well as So-
uth Asia. People with different ethnicities, 
languages, religions, and cultures live in 
peace in our cities. In addition to our kin, 
others who flee oppression and persecuti-
on have come here to find security, liberty 
and the freedom to exercise their religion. 
Jews who fled from the massacre in Spa-
in in the 15th century, Christians fleeing 
from the inquisition, Jewish and Christian 
Germans and Austrians who escaped Nazi 
tyranny all sought refuge in our country. 
Today, Turkey hosts 4 million refugees 
from different countries around the world, 
including 3.6 million Syrians.

Since 2011, we did not turn down anyone 
displaced by the Syrian conflict and tho-

se who sought refuge in our country. We 
welcomed Arameans, Christians and Ar-
menians. There are nearly 100 thousand 
Armenians living in our country right 
now. Approximately 40 thousand of them 
are our citizens. While the rest are not ci-
tizens, we do not send them back all the 
same. Why did these people come to our 
country? They came because of the prob-
lems in their own country. There is an on-
going propaganda in the West about a so-
called Armenian genocide. We say that this 
is a job for the historians. Let them discuss 
the matter and settle this issue. 

Our nation has never committed genocide 
against any ethnicity in its entire history. 
We saved innocent people from terrorism 
perpetrated by their own regime and from 
the hands of murderous organizations 
such as Daesh and the PKK. We welcomed 
everyone regardless of their ethnicity, lan-
guage or religion and gave them shelter. 
We provided these people who left every-
thing behind many services including edu-
cation, healthcare, employment and social 
and psychological support.

There are approximately one million scho-
ol-age Syrian children in our country. We 
pushed our resources to the limit to provi-
de education for 328 thousand children. 
There were more than 380 thousand Syri-
an babies born in our country in the past 
7 years. The amount we spent on refugees 
from our resources has exceeded 37 billi-
on dollars according to United Nations cri-
teria. The European Union was supposed 
to send 3 + 3 billion euros for the Syrian 

refugees. So far, the amount we have recei-
ved is only 1 billion 750 million euros. The 
amount sent by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees is 750 milli-
on dollars. On the other hand, we spent 37 
billion dollars. You do the math. The world 
and the West remain silent. They made 
many promises but fulfilled none.

With 8.1 billion dollars in aid in 2017, our 
country ranked as one of the most genero-
us countries in the world according to the 
Global Humanitarian Aid Report. Financi-
al aid that we received from the internatio-
nal community around the same time has 
been very limited. The first tranche of the 
6 billion euros promised by the European 
Union has not reached the Syrian refugees. 
The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees provided some support with 
the efforts of the United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres, but it did not 
increase.

We cannot handle a new wave of 
migration alone

Dear Friends,

Our country has been left on its own to 
take on a significant burden with respect 
to irregular migration and refugees. Un-
fortunately, human values can be quickly 
replaced by prejudice. Countries with bet-
ter economic resources bicker over hos-
ting 100-150 refugees, whereas we have 
been taking care of 4 million people for 
the past eight years. European politicians, 

especially those from racist parties, try to 
win elections by stoking hatred against re-
fugees. Many countries that preach democ-
racy and human rights on every platform 
consider refugees and foreigners as a big 
threat. Xenophobia and Islamophobia are 
spreading like poison ivy across European 
societies with each passing day. Fascist at-
tacks targeting our citizens as well as vio-
lations of their rights simply because they 
are Turks and Muslims are the order of the 
day. Our country cannot remain silent in 
the face of such lawlessness. We will con-
tinue to take action against such occurren-
ces in our dealings with our counterparts 
and in courts.

We are also making efforts to prevent ir-
regular migration from neighboring Syria 
to Turkey and Europe. Keeping refugees 
within our borders cannot be the only so-
lution to the Syrian refugee crisis. Turkey 
is under no obligation to shoulder such 
a heavy responsibility alone forever. Our 
country has contributed more than its 
fair share to the international community 
over the past eight years. I will be frank: we 
cannot handle another wave of migration 
alone. We need to implement solutions 
that will keep refugees in Syria and allow 
those in our country to return. The Sochi 
Agreement we signed with President Putin 
regarding Idlib prevented a mass exodus. 

Operations Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch accelerated the return process and 
made it possible for 312 thousand refugees 
to go back to their homeland. The regions 
we cleared of terrorists are the most peace-
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ful and livable places in Syria today. The 
safe zone formula that I proposed at the 
beginning of the crisis is the most practi-
cal solution for the return of Syrian refuge-
es. The feasibility of this formula depends 
on Turkey having control of the safe zone 
and receiving logistical support from ot-
her countries. God willing, we will start 
implementing this formula on the ground 
very soon. We have a strategy in place, 
and our plans and preparations along our 
border are complete. We also discussed 
the matter in detail with President Putin 
and President Rouhani in Sochi last week. 
I am confident that our friends in Europe 
will also provide assistance in creating 
these safe zones.

If we fail to return the millions of Syrian 
refugees in our country to their home-
land, the situation will eventually arrive 
at Europe’s doorstep. I would like to emp-
hasize that in supporting our efforts, the 
European countries would be contribu-
ting to their own national security by pre-
venting an influx of refugees and elimina-
ting the threat of terrorism.

Dear Guests,

The effective management of migration in 
general is just as important as preventing 
irregular migration. We took an important 
step in this context by adopting the Global 
Compact for Migration in 2018. The 6th Mi-
nisterial Conference of the Budapest Pro-
cess held today is the most important high-
level event on migration since the adoption 
of the Global Compact for Migration.

The Budapest Process that Turkey has pre-
sided over since 2006 is a valuable platform 
aiming to promote cooperation between 
the countries of origin, the transit countri-
es and destination countries on migration 
routes. This process has proven its worth 
with the 5 Ministerial Conference and 26 
Senior Official meetings to date. The decisi-
ons we take here and the messages we send 
from the 6th Ministerial Conference will af-
fect the lives of millions of people around 
the world. I have full confidence that all my 
friends here will discuss this matter with 
great care.

As I end my remarks, I would like to welco-
me our guests once again. I hope your work 
will be beneficial. I salute you with respect 
and affection. All the best.

The attack in New Zealand is 
only the tip of the iceberg

Organization of Islamic Cooperation Emergency Executive
Committee Meeting | Istanbul | March 22, 2019

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Esteemed Heads of De-
legation, Valuable Guests,
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh
May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you. 

Turkey will hold local elections next Sun-
day. As we prepare for the upcoming elec-
tion, we wanted to call an OIC meeting fol-
lowing the tragic events in New Zealand. I 
would like to thank all of you for accepting 
our urgent invitation and welcome you to 
your second home, Turkey, on behalf of 
myself and my nation. 
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I am pleased to host you in Istanbul, a city 
worthy of praise from our Prophet (pbuh), 
a city where the call for prayer has been ec-
hoing in the skies for the past 565 years. 
I greet with affection our Muslim brothers 
and sisters from around the world whose 
hearts beat with ours.

At the outset, I would like to celebrate your 
holy month of Rajab, described by our 
Prophet (pbuh) as the “Month of Allah”.

I would like to say once again that we sha-
re the sorrow of our brothers and sisters 
in New Zealand who are recovering from 
the terrorist attack. I would also like to 
extend messages of solidarity to our brot-
hers in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq and So-
malia who are fighting against terrorism. 
May our martyrs who were killed in the 
attack in New Zealand and all others who 
fell victim to vicious acts of terrorism rest 
in peace. I pray for a speedy recovery for 
the wounded and offer my condolences to 
the families of our martyrs and the whole 
Muslim community. I offer my condolen-
ces to the people of New Zealand for this 
heinous attack.

I sent our Deputy President and the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs to New Zealand im-
mediately after the attack. I would like to 
thank the Deputy Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of New Zealand 
Mr. Peters, the Minister of Ethnic Commu-
nities Ms. Salesa and Australia’s Special 
Envoy to the Organization of Islamic Coo-
peration Ambassador Jadwat for honoring 
us with their presence at this meeting. The 

presence of the authorities from New Zea-
land at this meeting is very important for 
the families of the victims and the Muslim 
community. As OIC President, I express my 
gratitude to you all for responding to our 
invitation and attending this meeting. I 
pray to Allah that our meeting and consul-
tations will yield beneficial results.

We will never allow the 
legitimization of the occupation 
of the Golan Heights

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I find it useful to highlight one fact right 
away. The Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion is the largest international organizati-
on in terms of membership after the Uni-
ted Nations. The aim of this organization is 
to take ownership of matters that concern 
the Islamic world, in particular our cau-
se for Jerusalem. Indeed, defending the 
rights of Jerusalem, our first Qibla, against 
constant attacks and harassment by Israeli 
occupiers is the primary duty of this orga-
nization. In addition, taking ownership of 
the cause for Palestine and defending the 
rights of Palestinians against Israeli opp-
ression constitute an indispensable part of 
our mission. 

The unfortunate remarks by President 
Trump yesterday about the Golan Heights 
brings this region to the brink of another 
crisis. The Golan Heights have been occu-
pied by Israel since 1967. The Israeli oc-
cupation in 1967 displaced not only the 

Arabs, but also the Turkmens in the region. 
Turkey and the OIC cannot remain silent 
in the face of these developments or accept 
faits accomplis. We will never allow the le-
gitimization of the occupation of the Golan 
Heights. 

All incidents and attacks that target the pe-
ace, future and the right to life of Muslim 
communities are of great importance to us 
and the OIC. The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation cannot remain indifferent to 
developments that threaten the future of 
the Islamic world and humanity. Therefo-
re, we must be more proactive and assume 
more responsibility in matters that directly 
concern us, especially in these sensitive ti-
mes. Now is the time to take more initiati-
ve than we usually do. The bloody terrorist 
attack that occurred in New Zealand on 
March 15 is a case in point. This heinous 
attack during Friday prayers that martyred 
51 brothers and sisters and injured 47 can-
not be treated as an ordinary incident. This 
incident is an undeniable expression of a 
deep-rooted resentment, obsession and 
hatred. The manifesto, terrifying scenes 
as well as the dates, names and locations 
inscribed on the perpetrator’s weapon are 
proof of this fact. 

This attack is only the tip of the iceberg. 
The New Zealand attack is neither the first 
nor will it be the last attack targeting Mus-
lims and other innocent people. Muslim 
communities have been victims of violen-
ce, persecution and slaughter in many pla-
ces around the world. In 1993, Neo-Nazis 
martyred five of our citizens cruelly by 

setting their houses on fire in Solingen. In 
1994, a civilian Israeli occupier martyred 
29 Muslims and wounded 125 others du-
ring morning prayers at the Al Khalil Ibra-
himi Mosque in Al Khalil. In 2011, 77 pe-
ople on the island of Utoya near Oslo were 
killed by a white supremacist. In 2015, 
three young people were shot and killed 
by a racist in their homes in Chapel Hill. 
In 2017, six Muslims lost their lives in an 
attack on a mosque in Canada. 66 innocent 
people were killed in 113 terrorist attacks 
in Western Europe by Neo-Nazi groups bet-
ween 2013 and 2017. There is news of an 
attack on a mosque, a synagogue, a masjid, 
a place of business or an association almost 
every day. There is news of new regulations 
imposing restrictions on the democratic 
rights of Muslims almost every day. There 
is news of other issues that target refugees 
and people with different ethnic, religious 
or cultural identities every day.

Rising trends in cultural racism affect not 
only Muslims, but also Jews, Africans, 
Asians and the Roma. Often, the perpetra-
tors of these hate crimes are never found. 
Even if they are, their crimes are covered 
up by claiming psychological illness or by 
characterizing the perpetrators as petty 
criminals. None of the perpetrators of the 
attacks I mentioned were charged with Is-
lamophobia, xenophobia or terrorism. I 
would in particular like to remind you that 
the press and official German authorities 
trivialized racist murders by the National 
Socialist Underground organization by cal-
ling them “the döner murders”.
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Western states will not abandon 
their complacency unless we 
speak out 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We cannot solve our problems by swee-
ping them under the rug. Nor can we cure 
social pathologies by ignoring them. Run-
ning away and hiding from problems is not 
a solution. We must not avoid issues that 
threaten us and all of humanity. Our indif-
ference will only make our problems wor-
se. The Neo-Nazi virus will spread further 
unless we put up a strong response. Wes-
tern states will not abandon their comp-
lacency unless we speak out. These racist 
fanatics and their attacks will grow bolder 
if we fail to voice our opinions for fear of 
upsetting others. God forbid, our silence 
could result in an irreparable disaster com-
parable to what happened in Europe in the 
1940s. Western media organizations will 
continue to add fuel to the fire and provo-
ke Islamophobia if we do not express the 
facts, as bitter as they may be. 

For this reason, we must speak out against 
the problems we see, confront them toget-
her and engage in cooperation to find so-
lutions. We must assume this responsibi-
lity not only for our own sake, but also for 
the sake of our children. We must do this 
to honor the memories of our 3-year-old 
martyrs whose joyous laughter once filled 
our mosques. We must do this for fellow 
believers who welcome even their murde-
rers to their homes by saying “Hello, brot-

her”. We must do this for the gentle hearts 
who can forgive the killer after burying 
their spouse. We must do this to put an end 
to the sorrow that echoes across our region 
and to ensure that peace dawns to disper-
se the darkness of senseless violence. We 
must succeed for the sake of our mournful 
brothers and sisters who look to us for gu-
idance and await our decisions. We must 
adopt a clear stance to prevent more suf-
fering and bloodshed in mosques, and to 
prevent the seeds of fitna from growing.

I have been discussing these issues in my 
capacity as the President of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation with my coun-
terparts for a long time. I make an effort 
to draw their attention to hate crimes on 
every occasion. We consider Islamopho-
bia and xenophobia as a priority because 
we have 6.5 million citizens living in 195 
countries around the world. Many other 
countries in this organization also have 
citizens who live, study, work and try to 
build themselves a life in another country. 
Muslims constitute approximately seven 
percent of the population of the United 
Kingdom today. There are more than 44 
million Muslims in Europe and more 
than 5 million in the United States. The 
total population of the Muslim minorities 
and diasporas around the world is appro-
aching 400 million. Majority have been 
living in these countries not for a mere 5 
to 10 years, but for generations and centu-
ries and they consider themselves as part 
of that society. Neo-Nazi organizations, 
racist gangs, right-wing extremists and 

greedy politicians seeking to build a care-
er out of Islamophobia target this commu-
nity which has a combined population in 
hundreds of millions. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

At this point, it is crucial that everybody 
acknowledges the following fact: Islamop-
hobia, xenophobia or the far-right have 
become more than just political trends. 
These concepts are no longer adequate in 
describing the reality we are facing. What 
we face now is clear and undeniable hat-
red against Islam and Muslims. This issue 
extends beyond the scope of politics, non-
governmental organizations, academic 
studies or research institutions. It is now a 
concern for the security forces, statesmen 
as well as ordinary citizens. Neo-Nazi gro-
ups must be treated as terrorist organizati-
ons like Daesh, Al-Shabaab or the PKK.

Humanity must fight against rising Isla-
mophobia as it did against antisemitism 
after the Holocaust. The international 
community must react as strongly against 
Neo-Nazi attacks as it does to Daesh at-
tacks. After all, these are all different sides 
of the same coin. All of these organizations 
are parasites that feed on the blood of the 
innocent. In this respect, Western media 
must engage in serious self-criticism. The 
politicians seeking votes by marginalizing 
Muslims and depicting refugees as the 
enemy should reconsider their remarks. 
A series of measures such as new legisla-
tion, stricter penalties, changes in school 
curricula and broadening the definition of 

terrorism must be urgently implemented. 
Organized attacks should not be written 
off as petty crimes when even a car crash 
in London, Paris or Brussels is thoroughly 
investigated for any traces of terrorism.

We must not allow people 
to forget this vicious act of 
terrorism

Trivializing hate crime will do no good. 
There is no point in trying to cover up state 
sponsored terrorism by Israel in Jerusalem 
and Palestine that takes place before our 
eyes. Similarly, the cost of continuing to 
ignore Neo-Nazi terrorism will be severe. 
Targeting my person for speaking the truth 
and making me the target of such hatred in 
the West will not benefit anyone. Praise be 
to Allah, I never shied away from speaking 
out and I never will. Nor will we bow to the 
pressure of racist media organizations or 
the politicians who hate Turks and Mus-
lims and provide logistical support to the 
Neo-Nazi discourse. We have been fighting 
against slanderous headlines and campa-
igns for 40 years. As in the past, we will 
continue to speak for justice and the truth.

Of course, I would like to give credit where 
credit is due. I would like to offer my gra-
titude to the people and the authorities 
of New Zealand. I would like to thank the 
New Zealand Government and Prime Mi-
nister Ardern in particular for their sensi-
tivity and resolute stance in the face of this 
attack on behalf of myself, my country and 
my organization. Prime Minister Ardern’s 
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reaction, her empathy and solidarity with 
the Muslim community set an example for 
all leaders in the world. As Prime Minister 
Ardern said, we must refrain from drawing 
attention to the murderer. On the other 
hand, we must not allow people to forget 
this vicious act of terrorism. We must send 
a strong message to his sympathizers by 
giving this terrorist the punishment he de-
serves and by exposing all of his collabo-
rators.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

There is no doubt that Western countries 
have a big responsibility in fighting against 
Islamophobia and cultural racism. Howe-
ver, the Islamic world has to start taking 
this matter more seriously as well. This 
problem now threatens the lives, property, 
fundamental rights and freedoms of mil-
lions of our brothers and sisters. I believe 
that there are many steps we can take as 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in 
this regard. We included Islamophobia as 
one of the areas we must work on in our 
Ten Year Programme of Action. Unfortuna-
tely, we are not devoting as much attention 
to this issue as we should. We need a mec-
hanism to detect and keep track of hate 
crimes against Muslims and to address 
them. Our Organization must adapt itself 
to better handle this asymmetrical threat. 
We must determine how to use our poli-
tical, bureaucratic and non-governmental 
resources more effectively, including em-
powering the OIC Independent Perma-
nent Human Rights Commission. We must 
also increase the number of stakeholders 

by addressing Islamophobia on platforms 
such as the United Nations and the Euro-
pean Union.

Most importantly, we should be united in 
body and soul when dealing with matters 
that concern the survival of the ummah. 
We must not put our short-term interests 
before our medium and long-term inte-
rests when the common future of the Isla-
mic world as well as humanity is at stake. 
I would like to state that Turkey, also in its 
capacity as the President of the Organizati-
on of Islamic Cooperation, is ready to offer 
all kinds of support.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
brothers and sisters who were martyred 
in the New Zealand attack. I pray for a spe-
edy recovery for the wounded. I extend my 
condolences to the families of our martyrs 
as well as the people of New Zealand. I exp-
ress my gratitude to the New Zealand Go-
vernment for their sensitivity, solidarity, 
engagement and cooperation.

I am confident that your messages today 
will be a major milestone in our fight aga-
inst Islamophobia, xenophobia and cultu-
ral racism. I would like to thank you once 
again for your participation.

May Allah guide us.

Let us say a prayer for our martyrs 
once again.

We must reach our target for 
100 billion dollars in trade as 

soon as possible

Meeting with Businesspeople from Turkey and Russia
Moscow, Russia | April 8, 2019

My Dear Friend President Putin, Esteemed 

Ministers, Distinguished Representatives 

of the Turkish and Russian Business Com-

munities, Valuable Guests,

I greet you with my warmest regards.

I am pleased to address you alongside Pre-

sident Putin on the occasion of the 8th 

meeting of the High-Level Cooperation Co-

uncil. I hope that our meeting will be pro-

ductive and beneficial. I offer my thanks to 

my dear friend for his hospitality. 
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Our recent and busy dialogue with Russia 
has had a positive impact on our econo-
mic relations and the business community. 
Economic and commercial relations have 
been the driver of Turkish-Russian coope-
ration since the 1990s. In our discussions 
with President Putin today, we discussed 
political, military, commercial, economic 
and cultural matters. President Putin and 
I were keen to meet the business commu-
nity in this format. We wanted to listen to 
your views and reaffirm our political sup-
port to the Turkish and Russian business 
communities at the highest level. There are 
approximately one thousand 300 Turkish 
entrepreneurs in Russia today. Finding 
solutions to the problems of these entrep-
reneurs is very important. We continue to 
work with relevant institutions to identify 
your problems and solve them. 

Distinguished Guests,

Russia is the third largest trading partner 
of Turkey. Our trade volume increased sig-
nificantly by 15 percent and reached 26 
billion dollars in 2018. However, this num-
ber is far behind our target for 100 billion 
dollars in trade. Russia imports sizeable 
quantities in product categories such as 
processed agricultural products, pharma-
ceuticals, cosmetic products, automotive 
parts, ready wear garments, construction 
materials, machinery and furniture. Our 
country supplies high quality products in 
these categories at affordable prices. Howe-
ver, our exports to Russia remain far below 
the desired level even for these products. 
President Putin and I aim to adopt a more 

balanced trade approach and find new 
ways to reach our target for 100 billion dol-
lars in trade. This is also the theme of our 
meeting today. My main message to all mi-
nisters is to facilitate commercial relations 
with Russia in every possible way. We also 
expect a similar approach from the Russi-
an authorities, especially in transportation 
and visas. Our main goal in this regard is 
for Turkish companies to benefit from the 
same opportunities offered to third count-
ries in agriculture, at customs and in every 
other aspect of our commercial relations.

My Dear Friends,

Turkish contractors have been diversifying 
their portfolio in Russia since the 1990s. 
They have undertaken 1 thousand 961 
projects worth 73 billion dollars so far. Mo-
reover, Turkish entrepreneurs have very 
important investments in almost every in-
dustry in the Russian economy. More than 
1 thousand 500 Turkish companies with 
a total capital of 10 billion dollars contri-
bute to employment and the prosperity of 
the Russian people. I would like to reitera-
te my firm belief that the Russian Govern-
ment will provide more support to existing 
and potential Turkish investors who have 
faith in Russia’s future.

Similarly, Russia has investments worth 
more than 10 billion dollars in our country. 
Russian companies that have international 
investments, especially in petrochemicals 
and advanced technology, make a signifi-
cant contribution to the Turkish economy. 
I would like to state that we are ready to 
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provide all kinds of support to Russian bu-
sinesspeople looking to invest in Turkey. I 
would like you to know that we consider 
these companies as our own and not as 
companies with foreign capital or Russian 
companies.

Our cooperation in the field of energy 
is one of the load-bearing pillars of our 
economic relations. Our collaboration in 
this area which includes the Blue Stream, 
TurkStream and the Akkuyu Nuclear Po-
wer Plant is long-term and strategic. 

At this point, I would also like to highlight 
the importance of using our national cur-

rencies in trade, a position that both myself 
and President Putin are keen on. This will 
allow us to protect ourselves from the im-
positions of other countries and manipula-
tive practices in foreign exchange markets. 

We stand ready to do our part in providing 
you necessary assistance and incentives 
for investments. As I mentioned at the be-
ginning of my speech, the purpose of this 
meeting is to hear your views. Therefore, 
I would like to express once again that I 
find this opportunity to exchange views to 
be very important and greet you with my 
warmest regards.

The F-35 project is doomed to 
fail if Turkey is excluded

14th IDEF International Defense Industry Trade Fair
Istanbul | April 30, 2019

Distinguished Guests, Valuable Parti-
cipants,

I greet you all wholeheartedly. I hope that 
the 14th International Defense Industry 
Trade Fair will be beneficial for our co-
untry, our companies and friends. I would 
like to congratulate everyone who worked 
for and contributed to the organization of 
this event held under the auspices of the 

Turkish Presidency. 

IDEF, which was first organized in 1993 
with the participation of 190 companies, 
has now become a world-renowned speci-
alized fair with nearly one thousand 100 
companies participating. I would like to 
welcome all our guests who came to Is-
tanbul from 70 different countries on the 
occasion of this fair. I would also like to 
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thank the distinguished ministers, deputy 
ministers, undersecretaries, chiefs of gene-
ral staff, force commanders and delegation 
members for honoring IDEF with their pre-
sence. I wish every success to the compani-
es who will present their latest products on 
land, sea, aviation and space technologies 
as well as logistics support and security. 

Valuable Friends,

This fair is the best platform for Turkey to 
showcase its accomplishments in the de-
fense industry over the last 17 years. The 
increasing share of our defense and secu-
rity products in the global market is pro-
of that we are on the right track. We are 
slowly approaching our goal of becoming 
a major player in all areas of the defense 
industry from product design to manu-
facturing. The fact that international in-
vestors and our own entrepreneurs are 
becoming more interested in our defense 
industry speaks for our potential. In this 
context, the number of Turkish compa-
nies among the top 100 defense industry 
companies has increased to four. At the 
same time, we also pursue a policy of sup-
porting SMEs which we consider to be our 
real strength. 

The agreements you will conclude as a re-
sult of your networking activities at this 
fair will bring our country closer to achi-
eving our goals in the defense industry. 
God willing, we will take steps to extend 
the success of this fair in every aspect in 
the coming years. 

Our focus on the defense industry is a natu-
ral consequence of having a state tradition 
that goes back more than 2 thousand 200 
years. It was our effective defense infrast-
ructure, among other things, which contri-
buted to our continued existence in this re-
gion in the last millennia under the Seljuk 
Empire, the Ottoman Empire and finally 
the Republic of Turkey. Some people as-
sume that Turkey’s history and power are 
only 100 years old and make assessments 
accordingly. In fact, our nation once ruled 
over 24 million square kilometers with the 
Ottoman Empire and established the most 
powerful armies and navies that the world 
had ever seen. Our ancestors occupy a pro-
minent place in world military history in 
terms of training, tactics and equipment. 
Our recent breakthroughs must be interp-
reted in this historical context. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to celebrate the 103th anniversary 
of our victory at Kut Al Amara and 
commemorate our martyrs, veterans and 
our heroic soldiers.

Turkey will not tolerate 
impositions in the defense 
industry

Distinguished Guests,

The current security paradigm is cons-
tantly shifting as a result of political, soci-
al, economic, military, technological and 
environmental factors. Turkey is located 
in a region besieged by political crises and 

conflict. This makes it imperative for our 
country to remain vigilant and build on 
its strength in every way. The world is on 
tenterhooks due to recent developments 
which threaten much-needed security and 
stability in the world. The rules-based in-
ternational order is constantly eroding. 
Unilateral threats to use force and impo-
se sanctions are increasingly becoming 
common practice. A power struggle which 
may give rise to a new and more dangero-
us arms race is rearing its head. There is a 
greater tendency to resort to military solu-
tions in resolving conflicts. 

Terrorist organizations have become im-
portant and dangerous tools in dealing 
with regional crises that become global 
issues at an alarming pace. The security 
problems posed by terrorist organizations 
which have grown adept at utilizing tech-
nology and channels of communication 
become more serious with each passing 
day. Furthermore, countries like Turkey 
which constantly fight against terrorism 
are, openly or implicitly, facing embargo-
es. For example, we regret to observe that 
the terrorist organization on our border is 
receiving truckloads of weapons which we 
were prevented from purchasing. 

Similarly, it is possible to trace the weapons 
of many terrorist organizations around the 
world back to certain places. The develop-
ments in Libya are a clear example of this si-
tuation. Those who manufacture imaginary 
threats from the other side of the world and 
use excessive force to eliminate them will-
fully ignore our legitimate concerns. 

Turkey does not tolerate any imposition in 
politics, diplomacy and the economy and 
will not tolerate any imposition in the de-
fense industry either. When we took office, 
we decided to build what we need since we 
were prevented from buying our needs. As 
a result, we achieved historic reforms in 
our defense industry. When we came to of-
fice, our defense industry had 80 percent 
dependence on other countries. We were 
able to reduce this rate to around 30 per-
cent today. In addition to meeting our own 
needs, we export more defense industry 
products each year. 

Dear Friends, 

Throughout its history, our country has al-
ways remained loyal to its allies and fulfil-
led its duties. For instance, we first reached 
out to our allies for air defense systems 
when we faced harassment on our borders. 
However, our requests were either ignored 
or met with impossible demands meant to 
stall the process. We could not have bowed 
to such attempts aiming to disregard our 
right to self-defense and amounting to sup-
port for actions directly targeting us; and 
we did not. This is the background to our 
agreement with Russia on S-400 defense 
systems. More importantly, we are making 
significant progress in producing our own 
air defense systems. 

Today we face yet another injustice or, 
put bluntly, another imposition regarding 
F-35s. Those who try to exclude us from 
this project where we have a partnership 
in terms of financing and production fail 
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to realize the implications of their actions. 
I will be frank: the F-35 project is doomed 
to fail if Turkey is excluded.

We have been working hard on 
developing unmanned aerial 
vehicles

We are taking swift action to build our own 
fighter aircraft. God willing, the Turkish 
Air Force will consist mainly of our own 
fighter jets in the future. In this context, we 
are working hard on developing our own 
unmanned aerial vehicles which are consi-
dered to be the future of warfare. We have 
already solved our problem getting heli-
copters with the production of the ATAK 
series. Those who tried to avoid giving us 
the bombs we needed for our jets are now 
shocked to see the efficiency and power of 
our own bombs. We were denied support 
in the case of armed and unarmed UAVs as 
well. 

In this case too, we reached out to our al-
lies first when we needed such aircraft in 
our fight against terrorism. When we were 
denied their support, we opted for a diffe-
rent solution and acquired these vehicles 
from a country in our region. Having rea-
lized the ill-intent that became apparent 
as a result of the problems associated with 
the running and maintenance of these un-
manned aerial devices, we got to work our-
selves. We tasked both the private and the 
public defense industry organizations in 
our country to focus on this project. 

As a result, Turkey has now become one of 
the leading manufacturers of armed and 
unarmed unmanned aerial vehicles in the 
world. We work with the same diligence in 
other defense areas as well. We attach great 
importance to the design and production 
of high-tech defense products in particu-
lar. We are determined to establish the inf-
rastructure required to meet the needs of 
our country and our friends in technologi-
es such as armor, optics, software, engines, 
simulation and explosives which are used 
by others to prevent our progress. God wil-
ling, we will reach a whole new level in all 
of these areas in a couple of years. 

Dear Friends,

It has not been an easy journey to arrive at 
this point. We worked hard and made a lot 
of sacrifices. We never gave up in the face 
of obstacles and we always looked for new 
and better solutions. We faced betrayals 
and attempts at sabotage. But we refused 
to give in and continued on our path with 
determination. The Presidency of Defense 
Industries which is attached to the Presi-
dency, has a diverse portfolio of projects 
worth 75 billion dollars on more than 690 
subjects. Our defense companies whose 
shares are directly or indirectly held by the 
public sector are now global brands in the-
ir respective areas. Our private companies, 
too, have achieved a lot with very little. We 
trained highly experienced and specialized 
personnel in the defense industry. We now 
send experts to other countries instead of 
inviting them to Turkey. 
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The defense industry is the primary driver of 
technology in every part of the world. In this 
context, there are many successful commer-
cial applications of our work in the defense 
industry. Technology necessitates coopera-
tion, collaboration and teamwork due to its 
multidimensional character. I believe that 
these platforms help us discover new avenu-
es of cooperation and contribute to the pro-
motion and marketing of new products. 

The opportunities on such platforms is 
especially important for our SMEs. I hope 
that the agreements and partnerships you 
will undertake here will be beneficial. I wo-
uld like to extend my gratitude to all our 
guests and hope that the International De-
fense Industry Trade Fair will be a success. 

All the best.

We expect our friends at
NATO to act in line with the 

spirit of the alliance

NATO Council and the Mediterranean Dialogue Meeting
Ankara | May 6, 2019

Distinguished Secretary General, Estee-
med Guests, Valuable Friends,

I greet you all wholeheartedly. 

I am very pleased to address you on the oc-
casion of the 25th anniversary of the Medi-
terranean Dialogue. I hope that your visit 
will be productive and beneficial. 

You will have the opportunity to visit An-
kara and Hatay during your time here. You 
will get a firsthand impression of the tole-
rance in our country when you visit Hatay 
where people from different religions, lan-
guages and sects have been living together 
in peace for centuries. You will witness 
hope for humanity in Hatay even as cultu-
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ral racism continues to grow around the 
world. You will also be able to observe the 
challenges we face and our way of dealing 
with them. I believe that your visit here is 
an important step towards understanding 
the nature of the threats that we are facing 
as one of the oldest NATO allies.

As you know, there are major paradigm 
shifts in the international security envi-
ronment. In addition to existing threats, 
asymmetric threats such as terrorism that 
have a direct impact on the security of the 
alliance continue to rise. Hybrid and cyber 
warfare are becoming more widespread. 
Organizations which were established to 
protect global security and stability face 
significant challenges and problems in 
trying to deal with this changing situation. 
These bodies either fail to take decisions 
on major issues or fail to implement the 
decisions they take. The price for such in-
decision is always paid by innocent people 
and allied countries like Turkey that neigh-
bor crisis regions.

In dealing with the challenges arising from 
the situation in Syria in the last 8 years, 
Turkey faced the consequences of such 
indecision in its economy and in security, 
social order and politics. I think that our 
friend from Jordan who is with us today 
is best placed to understand what I mean. 
The extraordinary efforts by Turkey to 
deal with the threat of irregular migration 
and terrorism as a NATO ally are undeni-
able. With 4 million refugees, our country 
hosts the highest number of refugees in the 

world according to United Nations data. 
We spent more than 35 billion dollars for 
Syrian refugees. 

We also launched Operation Euphrates 
Shield to nip the threat of Daesh in the 
bud. We were the only NATO ally to fight 
and defeat Daesh on the ground in Syria, 
while facing a huge slander campaign in 
the international arena. We liberated Afrin 
from the Syrian extension of the PKK with 
Operation Olive Branch. We helped aro-
und 320 thousand Syrian refugees return 
to the safe zones which we cleared from 
terrorists. The selfless efforts and sacrifice 
of Turkey returned peace to these regions 
that were plagued by terrorism only a few 
years ago. Similarly, we took initiative and 
established peace in Idlib, preventing a 
major humanitarian tragedy. As a result, 
we prevented the deaths of hundreds of 
thousands of innocent Syrians and stop-
ped a potential wave of migration that wo-
uld have deeply shaken Europe.

We will defend the rights and 
interests of our country and 
the Turkish Cypriots in the 
Mediterranean

Dear Friends,

Solidarity is the foundation of our alliance at 
NATO. All our nations are under the same se-
curity umbrella. Regardless of our continent 
or region, a threat against one of us affects the 
whole alliance. To expect allied countries to 
deal with serious security threats like terro-

rism on their own goes against the founding 
principles of NATO. Surrounded by crisis zo-
nes, Turkey stands at the intersection of mul-
tidimensional threats such as terrorism, orga-
nized crime and irregular migration. While 
we confront these issues alone on behalf of 
the international community, we also face ot-
her threats like the PKK, its Syrian extension 
the PYD/YPG and FETO, the perpetrator of 
the attempted coup on July 15.

More than 40 thousand civilians and soldiers 
have been martyred by the PKK terrorist or-
ganization. Seven soldiers and two civilians 
were martyred by the Syrian and Iraqi ex-
tension of the PKK terrorist organization in 
the last three days. Daesh targets our country 
directly in their video broadcasts. FETO, the 
organization responsible for the deaths of 
251 Turkish citizens on the night of July 15, 
carries on with its subversive activities targe-
ting our country from abroad. Unfortunately, 
some of our allies aid members of this orga-
nization who took part in the attempted coup 
as well as their ringleaders in evading justice.

Rising Islamophobia and xenophobia that 
plague Western societies threaten the lives 
and property of hundreds of millions of pe-
ople, including Turkish citizens. The heinous 
acts of terrorism in Sri Lanka and New Zea-
land clearly illustrate the extent of this prob-
lem. The danger of terrorism will continue to 
grow if we fail take measures and tackle this 
problem together. 

We have only one expectation from our alli-
es as the number and severity of the threats 
against Turkey’s survival grow. We expect 

our friends in NATO to act in line with the 
spirit of the alliance and uphold its founding 
principles. We ask our allies to take measures 
against organizations they also acknowledge 
as terrorist organizations. In the spirit of “fri-
ends always speak the bitter truth”, I would 
like to state the following: There can be no 
valid reason for our allies to equip terrorist 
organizations, send them truckloads of we-
apons and ammunition, and welcome their 
ringleaders as prized guests when these orga-
nizations target our country and threaten the 
lives and property of our citizens. We reject 
the legitimization of such misguided actions 
under the pretext of fighting Daesh. 

Additionally, the legitimate rights of Tur-
key and the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus over the energy resources in Eastern 
Mediterranean are indisputable. We are de-
termined to defend the rights and interests of 
our country and the Turkish Cypriots in the 
Mediterranean. NATO must respect Turkey’s 
rights and support our efforts in preventing 
tensions. 

Our countries may have different views on 
different subjects. However, fighting against 
common threats together and in solidarity is 
the foremost principle of this alliance. Failing 
to uphold this principle will inevitably hurt 
the alliance and its reputation.

Distinguished Guests,

2019 marks the 25th anniversary of the Me-
diterranean Dialogue, 70th anniversary of 
NATO and the 67th anniversary of Turkey’s 
accession to NATO. As in the Cold War era, 
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Turkey continues to make significant contri-
butions to NATO and acts in solidarity with 
its allies today. We played a key role in estab-
lishing peace in Afghanistan in addition to 
our role in NATO missions in Bosnia, Kosovo 
and Macedonia. We commanded the NATO 
forces in Afghanistan on two different occa-
sions. We assist the EU as the only non-EU 
NATO member in the EUFOR Althea mission 
which was taken over from NATO. Turkey 
will also take command of the NATO Very 
High Readiness Joint Task Force in 2021.

Missile defense systems will become more 
important once the INF Treaty expires. In 
this context, we will take steps to protect our 
interests and ensure security and stability in 
the region, while maintaining our strong po-
sition within NATO. 

Trying to restrict Turkey’s 
actions indicates a clear lack of 
understanding of our history 
and geography

I find it crucial to underline a fact here. The 
relationships that Turkey develops with ot-
her countries and regions are not mutually 
exclusive, but complementary. We do not 
approve of attempts to stir conflict over so-
vereign rights, such as the S-400s. The steps 
we took to protect our national security wit-
hin the framework of NATO should also be 
examined in this context. Trying to restrict 
Turkey’s actions and speculating about our 
aims indicate a clear lack of understanding 
of our history and geography. 

While we continue to contribute signifi-
cantly to the security and stability of the Eu-
ro-Atlantic area, we also place importance 
on maintaining peace in the Mediterranean 
basin, which we consider to be the cradle of 
civilization. As a Mediterranean country in 
the southeast of the alliance, our partners in 
the Mediterranean Dialogue are also our ne-
ighbors. For this reason, the Mediterranean 
Dialogue platform is especially important to 
us. We support all efforts to improve practi-
cal cooperation between our countries, which 
is the main function of this platform. To that 
end, we will continue to do our part and work 
hard to develop new ideas. Our Minister of 
Foreign Affairs will be sharing with you some 
of these ideas.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, I 
would like to underline the importance we 
attach to our NATO responsibilities and the 
cooperation with our partners in the Medi-
terranean Dialogue. I believe that focusing on 
our mutual medium and long-term interests 
instead of immediate gains will make NATO 
even stronger in an increasingly unstable 
world.

I would like to welcome the Secretary Gene-
ral and our valuable guests once again and 
wish you success in your visits to Ankara and 
Hatay.

Thank you very much.

Some of the actions of fellow 
NATO members against our 
country are unacceptable

Iftar Dinner with Ambassadors and Members of the CDAC
Ankara | May 10, 2019

Distinguished Ambassadors, Distinguished 
Representatives of Diplomatic Missions, 
Esteemed Members of our Central Decision 
Making and Administrative Committee, La-
dies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all with affection on behalf of 
myself and my country. Welcome to our 

first iftar dinner this year. I pray that the 
Holy Month of Ramadan brings peace and 
prosperity to the world. 

Unfortunately, we started this Holy Month 
on a sad note as well. We are all devastated 
by the terrorist attacks that have taken pla-
ce around the world in the past two months. 
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Rising intolerance, extremism, violence 
and terrorism are everywhere. Populist and 
extremist trends are gaining strength aro-
und the world. Malignant ideologies such 
as racism, discrimination, xenophobia and 
Islamophobia are driving individuals and 
societies apart. The attacks in New Zealand 
and Sri Lanka this year clearly demonstrate 
the extent of terrorism and hate.

Turkey has had its fair share of suffering as 
a result of terrorism and gained a lot of ex-
perience in fighting it. That is why we work 
tirelessly to urge the world to act against ter-
rorism and radicalization which go hand in 
hand. As the President of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, we recently called 
a meeting of OIC Foreign Ministers imme-
diately after the terrorist attack in New Ze-
aland to discuss ways to fight against hate 
and intolerance against Muslims. We called 
upon the United Nations and other interna-
tional and regional organizations to declare 
March 15 as “the International Solidarity 
Against Islamophobia Day” in our final 
statement released after the meeting. We 
expect the support of your countries in ma-
king this proposal a reality. We also called a 
United Nations General Assembly meeting 
and led the efforts to adopt a resolution in 
this regard. 

However, the double standard regarding 
the fight against terrorism and rising extre-
mism is pervasive as ever. The terrorist orga-
nization PKK/YPG is tolerated and almost 
supported by Europe. Elsewhere, members 
of the FETO terrorist organization and their 
ringleader live comfortably in a compound 

in the United States. There are even count-
ries who refrain from calling perpetrators 
“terrorists” and their actions “terrorism”. 

Those who withheld their support to our 
country when we fought against Daesh also 
left us alone in dealing with the refugee 
problem. Lack of a powerful and consistent 
response to increasing racist, discrimina-
tory and Islamophobic attacks amplifies the 
magnitude of the threat. Muslims are the 
biggest victims of unfair treatment, prejudi-
ce, stereotyping, discrimination, intoleran-
ce and hate speech in the world. Preventing 
Islamophobia involves holding people who 
support such ideologies accountable. Such 
actions cannot be treated as isolated inci-
dents. If we fail to act, our world is doomed 
to become a dangerous and unstable place. 

Terrorist organizations in northern Syria 
receive truckloads of weapons and equip-
ment for free and we are fighting against the 
very same organizations. They have camps, 
shelters and even underground tunnels in 
northern Syria. We have to deal with them 
as well.

320 thousand Syrians returned 
to the safe zones we created

Dear Friends, 

Regional and humanitarian crises around 
the world are growing both in number and 
severity. The suffering in Yemen, Libya, 
Afghanistan, Somalia, and Myanmar has 
not ended. Threats such as illegal migra-
tion, human trafficking and transnational 

crime continue to grow as well. Turkey is 
directly affected by these crises. For that 
reason, crisis management is one of our 
top priorities in foreign policy. 

It has been 8 years since the beginning of 
the war in neighboring Syria that has clai-
med the lives of approximately one million 
people and displaced half the country. We 
contribute both to the Geneva process and 
the Astana mechanism to help bring the 
crisis in Syria to its long overdue conclu-
sion. Furthermore, we are taking initiative 
on the ground. To date, we have cleared an 
area of 4 thousand square kilometers from 
terrorists with Operations Euphrates Shi-
eld and Olive Branch and ended the per-
secution of the people in the region. More 
than 320 thousand Syrians have chosen to 
return to the safe zones we created. God 
willing, we will continue to purge the ter-
rorist organizations from Syrian territory 
along our border and make it possible for 
the 3.6 million refugees living in our co-
untry to return home in peace. 

Similarly, we observe that there are at-
tempts to further complicate the Palestini-
an issue which remains a bleeding wound 
in our region. Many steps which violate 
international law and sacred values have 
been taken regarding Jerusalem in the last 
two years. To add insult to injury, innocent 
people are being indiscriminately targeted 
in attacks in Gaza on the eve of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan. The Israeli govern-
ment even goes as far as to drop bombs on 
members of the press, including our own, 
to prevent news about their ongoing sla-

ughter in Gaza from getting out. However, 
countries and organizations that allegedly 
take freedom of the press very seriously 
choose to remain silent in the face of these 
attacks.

We are against all attempts that will pre-
vent a two-state-solution to the Palestini-
an issue. We declared our position on this 
issue at the two Extraordinary Summits 
held during our Presidency of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation. We hereby 
invite all countries to act more decisively 
and sensibly regarding Palestine and Jeru-
salem. 

We also work for peace and security in the 
Eastern Mediterranean which is an area 
linked to the Middle East and Europe. Sta-
bility in Cyprus and the Eastern Mediterra-
nean is possible only if the rights and inte-
rests of Turkey and the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus are protected. I belie-
ve that all parties involved recognize that 
Turkey will not tolerate any fait accompli 
in this region. As always, we wish to solve 
this problem through bilateral discussion, 
dialogue and cooperation. 

Dear Friends,

Our goal to achieve international coope-
ration seems to be replaced by old geopo-
litical power struggles. Many countries 
and regions find themselves in proxy wars 
where other powers face off against each 
other. We are concerned about the rise of 
policies that promote unilateral imposi-
tions over mutual interests. Protectionist 
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measures, trade wars, currency wars, eco-
nomic sanctions and constant use of thre-
atening language poison the relationships 
between states. Competition over natural 
resources such as water, energy and food 
as well as for transportation and commu-
nication is growing fierce. Problems such 
as increasing poverty, illegal migration and 
climate change present further challenges 
to an already complicated situation.

Our country hosts the highest 
number of refugees in the world

We must also discuss why these problems 
have the greatest impact on the Islamic 
world. We are deeply saddened to see that 
Islam, which is a religion of peace, love and 
tolerance, is associated with conflict and 
problems. 

On the other hand, international organiza-
tions and the United Nations Security Co-
uncil in particular are losing credibility as 
they fail to find effective solutions to prob-
lems that affect humanity. It is clear that 
international organizations need to enga-
ge in immediate and extensive reform. We 
take every opportunity to state that “the 
world is bigger than 5” to express the need 
for fair and sustainable solutions to our 
problems. Unfortunately, our call did not 
initiate a robust response so far. This is due 
to the fact that there are interests at play. 
Those in power do not want to let go. They 
say, “might makes right”, we say “right ma-
kes might”.

Polarization between societies is growing 
even as the world becomes a smaller pla-
ce due to globalization. These observations 
form the basis of Turkey’s initiative-taking 
and humanitarian foreign policy. Events 
prove time and again that we are right in 
adopting such an approach. We would like 
to make use of our potential together with 
our friends. Turkey ranks at the top of the 
list of countries that provide the highest 
humanitarian aid as a ratio of GDP. Our co-
untry hosts the highest number of refuge-
es in the world. 

We wish to develop our relations with our 
allies in a way that befits the spirit of our al-
liance. We are a NATO member. Therefore, 
some of the actions of fellow NATO mem-
bers against our country are unacceptable. 
How can sanctions be a subject of discussi-
on for a NATO member and strategic part-
ner? This is just incomprehensible. This is 
not how a partnership is supposed to work. 
NATO is an important pillar of our security 
policy and we have been making impor-
tant contributions to NATO for the last 60 
years. We are the second or third largest 
contributor following the United States. 
Our country, its soldiers and military have 
always fulfilled their duty to NATO in full.

Accession to the European Union remains 
a strategic goal of our foreign policy. Yet 
the European Union continues to play ga-
mes. This is not tolerable. I would like to 
draw the attention of the ambassadors of 
the European Union member states in this 
room to this point. We reconfirmed our de-
termination in this context at the Reform 
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Action Group meeting held yesterday. We 
are developing our relations with countri-
es both near and far. Our goal is to impro-
ve our relations with the whole world with 
outreach efforts covering Africa, Latin 
America and Asia. We cannot remain indif-
ferent to regions with which we have deep 
cultural, historical and emotional ties. Our 
country has 242 diplomatic missions aro-
und the world today. These missions are 
not mutually exclusive; they complement 
each other. 

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Dear Guests,

Mutual understanding, tolerance and sin-
cerity are key to find lasting solutions to 
our problems. I wholeheartedly believe 
that countries as well as individuals can 
adhere to these principles in their relati-
ons. We can make progress in solving in-
ternational issues so long as we build our 
foreign policy on these principles. We are 
prepared to work with you on the basis of 
this understanding. Turkey is a reliable 
country and a loyal friend. Our only wish 
is to witness the friendship of those who 
claim to be our “friends” and the loyalty of 
those who claim to be our “allies”. What we 
cannot stand is hypocrisy in words and de-

eds. So, I would like to emphasize the follo-
wing once again: Turkey is your friend and 
we wish to remain friends and be treated 
as friends. 

In addition to developing our relations 
with the friendly and brotherly communi-
ties, AK Party members are also reaching 
out to the political parties in those countri-
es. We are a center party. Therefore, we can 
cooperate with other center parties aro-
und the world. We can also cooperate with 
center-right or center-left parties as long as 
they are willing to accept our principles. 
We can share our policies with them. In 
this context, we appointed our colleagues 
Meryem Göka to Berlin, Germany and Ab-
durrahim Boynukalın to London, England 
as our party representatives. 

We intend to increase the number of our 
representatives to promote dialogue bet-
ween parties. 

Once again, I pray that the Holy Month of 
Ramadan heralds a peaceful future for the 
Islamic world and for all mankind. I offer 
my thanks to each of you for honoring our 
iftar table with your presence. 

I salute you with respect and affection. All 
the best.

Policies on eliminating a 
terrorist organization by the 

agency of another lead only to 
more persecution and suffering

The 5th CICA Heads of State and Government Summit
Dushanbe, Tajikistan | June 15, 2019

Distinguished President and My Dear Fri-
end, Esteemed Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Distinguished Ministers,

I greet you wholeheartedly on behalf of my 
country and my nation.

I am very pleased to be here in Dushanbe 
on the occasion of the 5th Summit of the 
Conference on Cooperation and Confiden-
ce Building Measures in Asia. I extend my 
congratulations to the President of Tajikis-
tan, Mr. Rahmon, for his successful presi-
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dency of this organization. I would like to 
thank him for his kind hospitality. I hope 
that this council meeting will yield benefi-
cial results. 

We hold this summit at a critical period 
in terms of events taking place on a regi-
onal and global level. The foundations of 
the Conference on Cooperation and Confi-
dence Building Measures in Asia were laid 
upon the visionary proposal of our Aksa-
kal, Nursultan Nazarbayev. As a result of 
our joint efforts, our conference has been 
transformed into a sophisticated and di-
verse regional forum with extensive rep-
resentation. Our growing membership is 
proof of this fact. On this note, I would like 
to welcome our 27th member Sri Lanka. I 
would like to express our solidarity with 
the people of Sri Lanka who were targeted 
by a heinous terrorist attack two months 
ago. We are also pleased to have Laos join 
as an observer.

We believe that deepening our cooperation 
should be our top priority. In this context, 
I think we can work on institutionalizing 
this organization and broadening its scope. 
We must take ownership of this conferen-
ce all together. A huge step in this direction 
is to ensure active participation and make 
concrete contributions to the implementa-
tion of Confidence Building Measures in 
addition to providing financial support. 
We can accelerate our efforts in these are-
as by setting concrete goals and creating a 
timetable.

Dear Friends,

Unfortunately, our world is driven by cha-
os rather than order at the moment. We are 
fighting against conflicts, civil wars, proxy 
wars and terrorism in our region. The Con-
ference on Cooperation and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia is a platform 
where we can take mutual steps against 
these challenges. Our goal is to steer the 
regions surrounding our country towards 
peace, prosperity and stability. We are ma-
king every effort to put an end to the on-
going civil war in neighboring Syria and 
to ensure stability in the region. We host 
nearly 4 million Syrians in our country. 
Our cross-border operations dealt a heavy 
blow to Daesh and the PKK/YPG terrorist 
organizations which threaten the future of 
Syria. We cleared an area of more than 4 
thousand square kilometers from terrorist 
organizations. We made it possible for 330 
thousand Syrian refugees to return to their 
homeland.

We will not tolerate faits 
accomplis in Jerusalem any 
longer 

We are actively involved in the Palestinian 
issue, which remains as the bleeding wound 
in our region. Liberating Palestine from per-
petual persecution, occupation and injustice 
is a matter of human dignity. We will not tole-
rate faits accomplis in Jerusalem any longer. 
I would like to invite all countries to respect 
the legal and historical status Jerusalem and 
uphold relevant UN resolutions.
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We support all efforts to end violence and 
establish peace in Afghanistan. We will 
continue our efforts in this regard within 
the framework of the Heart of Asia - Istan-
bul Process.

We support the idea of a solution to the 
Kashmir issue that is in line with the ex-
pectations of the people of Kashmir based 
on relevant United Nations resolutions 
and dialogue between Pakistan and India.

We are also closely following the situation 
of the Rohingya and we hope that this hu-
manitarian tragedy comes to an end soon.

Currently, we co-chair the Group of Friends 
of Mediation in the United Nations, the Or-
ganization for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe and the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation. We believe that it is benefici-
al to build our capacity for mediation wit-
hin this conference too.

Dear Friends,

Violent extremism and terrorism are on 
the rise across the globe. We were targe-
ted by many different terrorist organiza-
tions such as Daesh, the PKK, FETO and 
Al-Qaeda in our fight against terrorism 
for the past 35 years. We lost tens of tho-
usands of Turkish citizens to terrorist at-
tacks. I would like to emphasize that there 
is no justification or excuse for violence 

and terrorism. It is crucial to have a firm 
and clear stance in this regard. Policies on 
eliminating one terrorist organization by 
the agency of another lead only to more 
bloodshed, occupation, persecution and 
suffering. The situation in Syria is a clear 
demonstration of this bitter truth.

We also need to take concrete steps to bols-
ter the foundations of stable and sustai-
nable growth. In this context, we believe 
in the importance of multilateral solutions 
that are fair. 

We attach great importance to the deve-
lopment of combined transportation cor-
ridors and support the efforts to build a 
modern-day Silk Road. The most concre-
te example of this approach is our Trans-
Caspian East-West-Middle Corridor initia-
tive which crosses over the Caucasus and 
Central Asia to reach China. I would also 
like to emphasize that we do not approve 
of unilateral steps or sanctions which un-
dermine regional peace, stability and eco-
nomic cooperation.

With these thoughts, I would like to end by 
saying that I hope the Dushanbe Summit 
will serve as a turning point for our long-
term solidarity. 

I offer you my most sincere greetings and 
regards.

We are a guarantor country in 
Cyprus, but what is France doing 
in the Eastern Mediterranean?

26th General Assembly of the Turkish Exporters Assembly (TİM) and
Export Champions Award Ceremony | Istanbul | June 16, 2019

Esteemed Members of the Turkish Expor-

ters Assembly, Distinguished Guests, La-

dies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with my warmest regards. 

Every day is Father’s Day and Mother’s 
Day in our culture. They are imposing 
a foreign approach on us and picking a 
single day in a year as Mother’s Day or 
Father’s Day. We love and respect our pa-
rents every day of the year. 
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I hope that the 26th General Assembly of 
the Turkish Exporters Assembly will be 
beneficial for our country, economy, expor-
ters and for the participants in particular. 
I would like to congratulate our compa-
nies and businesspeople who will receive 
Export Champions Awards. This distin-
guished institution bringing 83 thousand 
exporters in our country under the same 
roof is, in my opinion, the flagship of our 
trade diplomacy. I always supported and 
will continue to support you in your efforts 
towards the 5S vision for Strong Turkey, 
Strong Economy, Strong Exports, Strong 
Human Resources and Strong Infrastruc-
ture & Exports Ecosystem. 

We were in Tajikistan for the Conference 
on Interaction and Confidence Building 
Measures in Asia yesterday. In this mee-
ting, important decisions were taken to 
improve regional cooperation. The Asian 
continent is a very important part of the 
globe. Asia is a vast continent in terms of 
surface area. China has a particularly spe-
cial place on the continent. We are all awa-
re of China’s position in the world. On the 
other hand, Russia has a special place, too. 
India is another important country on the 
continent. We conducted discussions with 
these regional actors in order to discuss 
steps for future collaboration and to carve 
out a pioneering role for our exporters.

Last year, the number of companies with 
an export volume of over one billion dol-

lars increased from 10 to 13. Likewise, the 
number of companies with an export volu-
me of over 100 million dollars increased 
from 145 to 171. Average number of emp-
loyees working for the top one thousand 
export companies increased from 704 in 
the previous year to 781 last year. In ot-
her words, every step forward in exports 
results in employment for tens and hund-
reds of thousands of people. Unit value of 
exports is constantly increasing as well. 
Last year, top one thousand Turkish expor-
ters were from 50 cities in our country sho-
wing that Turkey is engaged in an all-out 
development process. 

We closed 2018 with an export volume 
of 168 billion dollars. Our export volume 
increased to 171.4 billion dollars as of May 
this year. The rise in exports is positive, but 
not enough. We need to exceed 200 billion 
dollars as soon as possible.

Turkey continues to be a center 
of attraction even at a time of 
global decline in investments

Dear Friends, 

While the increase in the exchange rate 
causes problems in some areas such as 
the financial sector, it also provides great 
opportunities for our exporters. Further-
more, rising exchange rates made imports 
more expensive and motivated the domes-
tic production of a great number of goods 

as well as the search for new export mar-
kets. As a result, our annual current acco-
unt deficit decreased to 8.6 billion dollars 
as of April. In fact, the deficit is only 2.6 
billion dollars when gold is excluded. Exc-
luding energy in addition to gold from the 
equation results in a surplus of almost 36 
billion dollars in the last 12 months. Fore-
ign direct investments reached 13 billion 
dollars in the last 12 months despite the 
campaigns against our country and nega-
tive developments in our region. Further-
more, this level of investment was achie-
ved despite declining direct investments 
globally and shows that our country con-
tinues to be a center of attraction. 

We concluded a fruitful season in tourism 
as well. We continue to receive good news 
indicating that we will reach our target of 
50 million tourists this year. Our goal to 
reach 70 million tourists and 70 billion 
dollars of tourism revenue in 2023 is no 
longer a dream but an achievable outco-
me, which we get closer to every day. 

These developments reduce the need for 
foreign financing and benefit mostly our 
exporters. I expect you to make the most 
of these opportunities. Unlike China or 
Russia, Turkey does not have the means 
to devalue its national currency explicitly 
or implicitly. Unlike the countries that re-
sort to such means, Turkey is integrated 
to the global economy and the economies 
of the European countries in particular. 

Therefore, the steps that we take must ad-
here to the rules of a functioning free mar-
ket economy. 

We must keep the economic aspect of our 
relations with Europe robust no matter 
how volatile our political relations, beca-
use most of the international investments 
in our country come from Europe and 
more than half of our exports are to Eu-
ropean countries. We will maintain our 
consistent policies with respect to our tra-
de with Europe even though the European 
Union has remained silent in the face of 
the recent speculative attacks on our cur-
rency. We will comply with the trade rules 
set out in our trade relations with develo-
ped countries and with Europe in parti-
cular and increase our export volume by 
constantly searching for new markets and 
expanding existing markets. I know that 
you have the determination, tenacity and 
courage to achieve this goal. 

If trade is 90 percent of our country’s live-
lihood, 90 percent of trade is bravery. We 
know that some foreign circles and their 
proxies in our country have always done 
everything in their power to demoralize 
our nation and our business community. 
Do not pay heed to these lies, slander and 
distorted news and never postpone your 
investments or hesitate to extend the re-
ach of your businesses. I hereby appeal 
to our entrepreneurs, businesspeople, in-
dustrialists, tradespeople and manufactu-
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rers: have faith in your country, have fa-
ith in the state, have faith in your future. 
Direct your resources to investment, pro-
duction, employment and exports. This is 
how you succeed and help to achieve your 
children’s dreams. Turkey is very close to 
becoming a country with a current acco-
unt surplus instead of a current account 
deficit. We believe in you. We want you to 
believe in us, too. Let us join forces and 
achieve our 2023 goals. When we do so, 
you may rest assured that we will live in a 
different and much stronger Turkey that 
we all have longed for and dreamed of. 

The physical modernization 
of our customs entry points is 
ongoing

Dear Friends,

Since taking office, our aim has been to 
ensure democratic and economic growth 
in Turkey. Economic development has al-
ways been a key topic for us. In this con-
text, we have always focused on producti-
on, employment and exports in particular. 
We implemented major reforms in many 
areas to support our exporters. We are de-
termined to carry on with our efforts to 
increase exports by upgrading our foreign 
trade infrastructure and introducing imp-
rovements to our customs procedures. The 
physical modernization of customs entry 
points is ongoing. We also focus on digi-
talization projects in customs. We remo-

ved paperwork in export transactions and 
ensured the electronic filing of customs 
declarations and related documents. The 
certificates of origin and circulation used 
in exports as well as the entry into the TIR 
system can also be electronically comple-
ted. Entry and exit to free trade zones can 
be processed electronically. We initiated 
the “Export Accompanying Document” for 
exports by land to save time and money 
in export operations. The “Single Window 
System” offers all information and docu-
ments required for foreign trade goods 
from a single point of contact. The “Conta-
iner and Port Tracking System” allows the 
effective monitoring of our ports which 
account for 92 percent of container traffic. 
Thanks to recent initiatives with countri-
es which are our largest trading partners, 
we are now in a position to electronically 
share export and transit data and thereby 
simplify customs procedures. 

We allocated two billion liras last year and 
3.1 billion liras this year to support our 
exporters. We increased the capital of Tur-
kish Eximbank from 3 billion liras to 10 
billion liras. Last year, we provided the sec-
tor 44.2 billion dollars in financial support 
including loans and insurance support. As 
a result, we finaTnced 26 percent of our 
total exports. 11 thousand 489 companies 
including SMEs benefited from the sup-
port we provided to our exporters. 

Every step we take to boost production and 
employment directly or indirectly sup-
ports our exporters. Now, I have more good 
news for you. I signed a Presidential Dec-
ree today which will be published in the 
Official Gazette tomorrow. The new decree 
extends exemptions to members of expor-
ters unions and industrial registry certi-
ficate holders when they buy foreign cur-
rency. In other words, our exporters will 
no longer pay 0.1% tax on foreign currency 
transactions. This step allows us to ensure 
that the measures we take to counter fore-
ign exchange speculations will not impact 
our exporters. I hope that this Presidential 
Decree will be beneficial for our exporters 
and our economy. 

Dear Friends, 

A new economic and political world order 
is emerging. These global economic deve-
lopments are highly relevant for Turkey 
whose economy ranks in the group follo-
wing the United States, the European Uni-
on, China, Russia, Japan and India. One of 
the most important goals among our 2023 
targets is to become one of the top 10 eco-
nomies in the world. 

We will attend the G-20 Summit in Osaka 
at the end of this month. Ministers and 
officials from the Central Bank and other 
institutions are currently attending preli-
minary meetings. In Osaka, I will have bi-

lateral meetings with all leaders including 
President Trump, President Xi Jinping and 
President Putin. From Japan, we will travel 
to China. God willing, we will conduct im-
portant negotiations in the context of our 
relations with China. In fact, I talked to 
Xi Jinping yesterday, but we left the main 
discussion to our visit to China. We will at-
tend the United Nations General Assembly 
in September. We will have important me-
etings there as well. 

As we plan these meetings, others have 
different designs and intentions about our 
country. However, as I always say, it does 
not matter what other people say; what 
matters is what we say, what we want and 
what we do. God willing, no one can stop 
us as long as we embrace our goals and 
take action accordingly. Recent events in 
our country are nothing but a manifesta-
tion of this great struggle. One would have 
to be either blind or malicious to still think 
that the July 15 coup attempt was a chara-
de or just a small group in the army that 
went astray. Anyone who still considers the 
S-400 issue an ordinary discussion over 
defense systems fails to see the big picture. 
Anyone who reduces the Syrian issue to a 
discussion on why Syrians are wandering 
at the beach are oblivious to the evil mac-
hinations in our region. In fact, some are so 
misguided as to claim that the government 
put the Syrians on payroll. We did not put 
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any Syrian refugee on payroll. The Repub-
lic of Turkey provides salary benefits to 
orphans, the poor and destitute who are ci-
tizens by making salary payments to such 
individuals through public administrative 
bodies. Our citizens know this to be true.

Our efforts in the Eastern 
Mediterranean are ongoing

One would have to be completely ignorant 
to still think that discussions about hydro-
carbon exploration in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean are just a matter of oil and national 
gas. We will conduct our exploration activi-
ties in exclusive economic zones in the Eas-
tern Mediterranean. We have four vessels. 
Three are drilling vessels and two are explo-
ration vessels. Our frigates and aircraft are 
on stand-by to protect these vessels if anyo-
ne so much as moves a limb. I heard that so-
mebody issued orders to arrest the person-
nel on our vessels. Try as they might, they 
cannot! Who do they think they are! Our 
armed forces will do everything in their po-
wer to protect our personnel. It is our duty 
to protect them. Our efforts in the Eastern 
Mediterranean will continue.

Truth be told, one would have to be hood-
winked to think that the Palestinian issue, 
Jerusalem, Libyan conflict and the deve-
lopments in Iraq, Iran and the Gulf are just 
insignificant regional conflicts. As I said 
to the journalists on the plane on our way 
back yesterday, we are not a tribal country. 

We are the Republic of Turkey. We need to 
understand what this means. Our history 
dates back two thousand 200 years. Turkey 
is at the center of these discussions because 
our future will be determined by the course 
of events in these regions. The President of 
France wants us to quit exploration activiti-
es in the Eastern Mediterranean. And, I say 
to him, “What are you talking about? First 
of all, what are you doing over there? We 
are a littoral state. We are a guarantor co-
untry in Cyprus like Greece and the United 
Kingdom. What entitles you?” He has no le-
gitimate reason to be there. If he is speaking 
on behalf of the company Total, where is his 
power of attorney? He seems to have resig-
ned from his office as President to work as 
a lawyer. When Tayyip Erdoğan speaks, he 
speaks as a guarantor country. Greece and 
the United Kingdom also have the right to 
speak as guarantor countries. What makes 
him entitled to speak? We know very well 
what our responsibilities are. 

We do not aim to cause diplomatic, military 
or social tensions, disputes, conflicts or suf-
fering. Our hearts ache each time we receive 
the terrible news of a fallen martyr. We feel 
the burden of each company or citizen fal-
ling on hard times on our shoulders. Each 
vanishing social or economic asset is a loss. 

As the President of this country, I could 
have opted for a much lighter schedule 
like many of my predecessors. As the most 
senior politician of this country, I could 

well have chosen to enjoy the perks of be-
ing in power without risking the support 
and prestige that comes with the role. Had I 
done so, I would probably have a very com-
fortable presidency, but at the expense of 
many setbacks for my country and nation. 
I chose to work hard for my country and na-
tion, instead of remaining a mere bystander 
for my own benefit. That is why we face an 
uphill battle that we knowingly picked. That 
is why we will be under fire from all directi-
ons on this path. There are times in history 
when your achievements are only as good 
as your sacrifice, struggle, suffering and the 
risks you take. These are such times for Tur-
key. Therefore, our duty to our country and 
nation is to work with all our might to come 
out victorious. 

A politician’s power is measured by the sup-
port he receives from the public. I receive 
the greatest support from our nation in this 
epic struggle. For instance, our nation sho-
wed its support on March 31 elections whe-
re we received 60% of the votes in provin-
cial council elections, 52% in metropolitan 
mayoral elections and 55% in other mayoral 
elections. Previously on June 24, our nation 
declared its support in the ballot box when 
I received 53% of the votes in the presiden-
tial elections. Although some look down on 
these results, they indicate an unpreceden-
ted success in Turkish political history

The decision to renew the 
elections was completely based 
on lawful grounds

There will be a renewal of the election for 
the mayor of Istanbul Metropolitan Muni-
cipality. A large part of the Istanbul Metro-
politan Municipal Council, all commissi-
ons and all deputies are under AK Party’s 
control. In any case, he is just the window 
dressing... What must be will be in this 
election. I wonder why foreign media are 
so interested in Istanbul elections right 
now. Why are their politicians so interes-
ted in our elections? Why are some groups 
who pretend to be non-governmental or-
ganizations so interested in our elections? 
Terrorist organizations are declaring their 
support for some candidates. I think that 
tells a story in itself. We attach great im-
portance to the Istanbul Metropolitan Mu-
nicipality elections because we are against 
terrorist organizations. The decision to 
renew the elections was based on lawful 
grounds. Anyone who respects democracy 
and law must acknowledge and accept the 
outcome of the election on Sunday. Wha-
tever the outcome may be, it will be to the 
benefit of Turkey. 

Dear Friends,

If you noticed, I constantly mention de-
mocracy and the economy in the same bre-
ath. No country can truly achieve sustai-
nable development without either one of 
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these pillars. We know from many examp-
les around us that wealth or freedom on 
their own do not ensure a prosperous so-
ciety. Turkey is unique because it has the 
will to rise on both of these pillars to ac-
hieve its goals. God willing, we will use 
global change to the best of our advantage. 
Our exporters have very important duties 
in this regard. As a prerequisite to achieve 
our goals, we will join forces to increase 
production and employment, and ensure 
that the current account deficit becomes a 
current account surplus. Praise be to Allah 

for making our exporters, who fly our flag 
around the world and make us proud, our 
best companions on our path to success. 

At the end of my remarks, I would like to 
wish you success at the 26th General As-
sembly of the Turkish Exporters Assembly. 
I would like to congratulate the top 10 ex-
porters in Turkey and the 27 exporters 
who are the leaders in their respective sec-
tors receiving awards. 

I extend my greetings and respect to you 
all. All the best. 

In times of crises, we always 
defended democracy,
freedoms and justice

Mukogawa Women’s University Honorary Doctorate Degree 
Presentation Ceremony | Kyoto, Japan | June 27, 2019

Distinguished Rector, Distinguished 
Members of the Senate, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Faculty, Dear Students, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you with my warmest 
regards on behalf of my country and nation. 

I would like to begin by expressing how 
pleased I am to be among you here in Kyo-
to, the ancient capital of the friendly co-
untry of Japan. I would like to thank the 
university administration for the warm 
hospitality extended to me and my delega-
tion. I would like to express my heartfelt 
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gratitude to Mukogawa Women’s Univer-
sity, its Honorable Rector and members of 
its Senate for this honor.

I would also like to say that I take great pri-
de in being granted an Honorary Doctorate 
Degree by Mukogawa Women’s University 
which is one of the unique universities in 
Japan. I regard this honorary degree as a 
new sign of Turkish-Japanese friendship.

Today, I had the opportunity to make a new 
observation in Japan: I believe that the co-
operation between Mukogawa Women’s 
University and Bahçeşehir University and 
Turkey will continue to grow stronger. 

There are 800 universities in Japan. 10 
percent of these universities are women’s 
universities. This is, of course, very sig-
nificant for us. We do not have women’s 
universities in our country. What would 
have happened if we had one is another 
question. Japan is a great example in this 
regard. It is especially important to point 
out that the university has 10 thousand 
students. I would like to congratulate the 
university administration, the rector and 
members of the university senate. 

I am visiting Japan on the occasion of the 
G-20 Summit and it gives me great plea-
sure to start my visit to Japan with such 
a meaningful event. I hope that our mee-
tings on the margins of the G-20 Summit 
as well as my official visit will be benefici-
al for our countries and humanity.

Dear Friends,

Our two countries are on the eastern and 
westernmost end of Asia. Despite the dis-
tance between our countries, the friendship 
and close cooperation between Turkey and 
Japan deserve praise. We always attached 
great importance to supporting one anot-
her through thick and thin, even before the 
highly advanced means of communication 
and transportation available today. No two 
countries with different cultures, faiths 
and languages have maintained such clo-
se relations and mutual affection towards 
each other as Japan and Turkey.

The following Japanese proverb describes 
the tenacity of the Japanese people: “Fall 
down seven times and stand up eight”. Ja-
panese people have managed to overcome 
all kinds of difficulties thanks to their hard 
work, courage, discipline and perseveran-
ce. The Japanese always managed to make 
a fresh start even after major traumas in 
their history. The history of the Turkish na-
tion dates back to more than two thousand 
200 years and is embellished with new be-
ginnings where we rose from ashes, much 
like the history of the Japanese.

On this subject, I would like to draw your 
attention to an important point. Our faith 
tells us that with every hardship is follo-
wed by something easier. Again, our faith 
tells us that there is good in every evil. 
What seems to be against us today may be 
a blessing in disguise for the future. In this 
context, there are hundreds of examples 
both in my personal political journey and 

in the history of my nation. When I was 
sentenced to prison for reciting a poem, 
some thought it would be the end of me. 
However, that event initiated a whole new 
journey for me. Some people wanted to put 
an end to our political journey with a court 
decision in 1999. However, we are more 
powerful than ever before because we 
rose from those ashes with a brand-new 
identity, a new dynamism and a stronger 
team in 2001.

We need to strengthen the 
foundations of the strategic 
partnership between Turkey and 
Japan

Likewise, our nation’s history is also full 
of events that initially caused us pain, suf-
fering and distress and then turned out to 
be a blessing. There is an İnebahtı incident 
in our history. Facing defeat at İnebahtı, 
the Grand Vizier of the Ottoman Empire 
Sokullu Mehmet Pasha said, “They shaved 
off our beard in İnebahtı. One day we will 
cut off their arm. Shaven beard will grow 
back stronger, but their lost arm will not.” 
For him, defeat was not the end. It was a 
new beginning. As the Japanese proverb I 
referred to before says, defeat is an oppor-
tunity to get up. In fact, the foundations of 
the Turkish-Japanese friendship, envied 
by many a country today, were laid as a re-
sult of a tragic incident. Friendly relations 
between Turkey and Japan began with the 
Ertuğrul Frigate disaster which took place 
129 years ago and cost the lives of 532 Tur-
kish seamen. It is our duty as politicians 

and academics to further strengthen this 
long-standing friendship that was built on 
the sacrifice of 532 seamen and pass it on 
to future generations. It is very important 
to enhance the political cooperation betwe-
en Turkey and Japan and consolidate the 
foundations of our strategic partnership.

Our meetings with my dear friend Prime 
Minister Abe will focus on deepening our 
bilateral relations in every area. Internati-
onal free trade faces challenging times. In 
this context, we attach great importance to 
enhancing our bilateral economic coope-
ration with a win-win approach. We must 
focus not only on our political and com-
mercial relations, but also on our cultural 
relations. That is why we declared 2019 as 
the “Year of Turkish Culture” in Japan. We 
are organizing various events to introduce 
the cultural heritage of Turkey to our Ja-
panese friends. We held the first event in 
Tokyo recently. The Topkapı Palace exhi-
bition titled “Treasures and the Tradition 
of “Lale” in the Ottoman Empire” was very 
well-received in Tokyo.

Almost 170 thousand art enthusiasts visi-
ted this important exhibition. The exhibiti-
on will remain open to visitors at the Nati-
onal Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto until 
the end of July. We will visit the exhibition 
with Princess Akiko in the coming days. 
During my visit, we will open a photog-
raphy exhibition in the Tofuku-ji Temple, 
one of Kyoto’s historic temples, by Ara Gü-
ler who is considered to be one of the top 
7 photography artists in the world. I wo-
uld like to take this opportunity to invite 
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all our Japanese friends to this exhibition 
which is organized under the auspices the 
Office of the President of Turkey.

Dear Friends, 

There are many harrowing events taking 
place in our part of the world in the re-
cent years. Our country is dealing with the 
Syrian civil war that has been going on for 
the last 8 years in the south, with irregular 
migration in the west and with instability 
in the east. We are right in the middle of 
a crisis zone extending from Afghanistan 
to Iran and from North Africa to Yemen 
and Libya. We have to deal with all events 
in this crisis zone due to our geographical 
location as well as our historical, cultural 
and social ties in the region. 

Turkey always defended democracy, free-
doms, justice and fairness in the face of all 
regional challenges, particularly in Syria 
and Iraq. We opened our doors to over 3.6 
million Syrian refugees without any disc-
rimination. We mobilized all public insti-
tutions and non-governmental organizati-
ons to solve the problems of those in need. 
We spent more than 37 billion dollars so 
far for Syrian refugees according to Uni-
ted Nations calculations. For the last two 
years, Turkey has ranked first in the world 
in terms of humanitarian aid as a ratio of 
national income. How about the support 
we receive? Only two billion euros. Tur-
key sets an example to the whole world by 
embracing millions of people regardless of 
their ethnic background, faith, language or 
sect. Unfortunately, many of our Western 

neighbors are choosing to hide behind 
high walls and barbed wire to find peace. 
The cries of mothers hugging the dead bo-
dies of their children, the images of tortu-
re in prisons or the tears of little children 
have failed to galvanize them into action.

Women suffered most following 
the coup against democracy in 
Egypt

Sadly, women stand to suffer most in all 
regional or global crises. Women pay the 
highest price in Syria. In Egypt, women 
suffered most following the coup against 
democracy. Women suffer most from the 
ongoing occupation and blockade in Pa-
lestine. Likewise, women suffer most in 
Yemen, Myanmar, Iraq and Afghanistan 
today. Similarly, women, and refugee wo-
men in particular, are the biggest victims 
of cultural racism which is on the rise in 
Western countries. Women fall victim 
to discrimination because of how they 
dress in the workplace, at school or at 
university. We observe the painful drama 
of the women who face physical assault, 
mobbing at work or social exclusion. All 
of these actions put democracy and free-
doms to shame. We also know that women 
and children work in terrible conditions 
and for measly incomes in many countri-
es around the world. Often times, women 
are regarded as cheap labor and their hard 
work is not protected. As a result, they do 
not receive what they deserve in terms of 
remuneration and social benefits.

Dear Friends,

At a time of growing discrimination and 
exclusion against women, we implemen-
ted a host of historic reforms on women’s 
rights in Turkey in the past 17 years. We 
always supported women in their fight 
for rights and stood up against their abu-
se and belittlement on the basis of their 
gender. Personally, I attach great impor-
tance to working and collaborating with 
women in my political work. Women’s 
support, labor, input and their selfless 
efforts contributed to all of my achieve-
ments in my political career which spans 
40 years. During my tenure as Mayor of 
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, wo-
men assumed leading positions in both 
political and social activities. During my 
time as Prime Minister, finding solutions 
to women’s problems was always a prio-
rity for me. During my Presidency, I act 
with the same keenness and I will conti-
nue to do so.

We are doing everything in our power so 
that women can work, lead, create, have 
an education and guide our country to 
the future. Likewise, we give priority 
to women at every level in our political 
party which I founded and currently 
lead. There is no other political move-
ment in Turkish political history that 
made women more visible and central to 
its policies than our own. The Women’s 
Branches of AK Party are strong and very 
well organized at the grassroots with a 
membership of 4.5 million.

In our country, women are represented in 
senior positions as academics, judges, te-
achers, diplomats, architects, bankers and 
in various other fields. In Turkey, women 
make up over 38 percent of the workfor-
ce in public sector employment. Since we 
came into power, women’s participation 
in the workforce increased from 28 per-
cent to 34 percent and women’s employ-
ment increased from 25 percent to almost 
30 percent. Nine million women in our 
workforce add strength to our country 
and make us proud with their achieve-
ments and capacity. 

While these numbers are significant, they 
are not enough. God willing, we will con-
tinue to ensure that women enjoy every 
opportunity they deserve in all areas of 
life. Turkey will continue to stand with 
the victims of oppression and persecution 
under all circumstances regardless of the-
ir ethnic identity, faith and skin color. We 
will act as the conscience of humanity to 
ensure peace, justice and freedom against 
the unconscionable actions taking place 
today.

The Honorary Degree I receive today from 
the Mukogawa Women’s University will 
encourage and motivate me further in my 
efforts. I will learn more about this uni-
versity. In addition, I hereby assign our 
Ambassador to conduct research on the 
80 women’s universities in Japan so that 
we can initiate similar projects in our co-
untry. Knowing that we have conscientio-
us friends thousands of kilometers away 
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will further deepen the determination of 
Turkey and the Turkish nation.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to thank the distinguished rector and the 
university administration for organizing 
such a wonderful event.

I believe that Mukogawa Women’s Univer-
sity will further strengthen its ties with 

Turkish universities. I hope that existing 
cooperation will be further improved thro-
ugh exchange programs for students and 
academics in particular. I wish success to 
the university administration, academics, 
researchers and students of Mukogawa 
Women’s University in their efforts. 

I greet you with my warmest regards. 
All the best.

Like a scorpion, terrorism
will eventually sting the

hand that feeds it

Press Conference following the G-20 Leaders Summit
Osaka, Japan | June 29, 2019

Distinguished Members of the Press, 

Dear Friends,

I greet you with respect. We have comp-

leted the 12th G-20 Leaders Summit hos-

ted by Japan. 

I believe that the Osaka Summit has been 
a very successful and productive meeting 
where we discussed issues on the global 
agenda in great detail. Over the past two 
days, we had consultations with our coun-
terparts on global issues during summit 
meetings, bilateral talks and also at the le-
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aders dinner last night. We also discussed 
trade wars and recent protectionist measu-
res which are of concern to all of us. We ag-
reed on boosting international cooperation 
in the global economy, keeping channels 
of trust open between countries and utili-
zing all political tools at our disposal. We 
all agree that infrastructure investments 
drive economic welfare, development and 
inclusive growth. We also highlighted the 
importance of resilience to natural disas-
ters and other risks in our infrastructure 
investments. In this context, we approved 
and adopted the G-20 Principles for Quality 
Infrastructure Investment. We discussed 
possible steps to implement a fair, sustai-
nable and modern international taxation 
system. We emphasized the importance of 
developing a consensus-based solution for 
the taxation of the digital economy which 
respects the rights of countries to regula-
te such systems and takes into considera-
tion country-specific conditions. We also 
expressed our support to the “Principles of 
Debt Transparency” document which aims 
to encourage debt transparency and sustai-
nability in the private sector. We discussed 
the importance of implementing the re-
forms which were agreed on following the 
global financial crisis. 

We also had the opportunity to talk about 
Turkey’s efforts and sacrifice regarding the 
refugees during the Session on Inequaliti-
es. As you know, Turkey welcomed milli-
ons of people who have been fleeing the 
conflict in Syria. Currently, we are hosting 
more than 4 million refugees, including 
3.6 million from Syria. We have spent more 

than 37 billion dollars for the refugees ac-
cording to United Nations calculations. To 
date, we received only 2 billion euros from 
the European Union and approximately 1 
billion euros from the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees for the Syrian 
refugees. As a result, neighboring countri-
es of Syria such as Turkey and Jordan had 
to bear the burden of millions of irregular 
migrants on their own. 

Western states that grade other countries 
on human rights have unfortunately failed 
to pass even the simplest test of humanity. 
We have all seen the photos of refugee 
camps in the Mediterranean region and in 
border areas; they strongly resemble con-
centration camps and open-air prisons. 
The lifeless body of little Aylan that was-
hed up on that beach is the most devasta-
ting example of the tragedies experienced 
by hundreds of thousands of people on a 
journey of hope. More bodies of little child-
ren will wash up on riverbanks and shores 
unless we build our refugee policies based 
on our conscience instead of our prejudice. 
We told our counterparts that the interna-
tional community has to start sharing our 
burden and responsibility if Turkey is to 
continue to provide support to refugees.

The G-20 countries must display 
a principled stance against 
terrorism

International trade was one of the most im-
portant items on our agenda at this sum-
mit. We maintain our commitment to an 

open, free and rules-based multilateral tra-
de system. Steps taken to reduce tensions 
must be in accordance with the rules of the 
World Trade Organization.

Climate is another G-20 priority. We are 
making significant contributions in this 
regard, as one of the countries with the 
lowest emissions among the G-20 mem-
bers. Turkey has always emphasized the 
importance of an equitable approach in 
terms of climate change. In this respect, 
the role that states played in climate 
change on the one hand and the level of 
development on the other must be taken 
into consideration. It is very important 
to change the status of Turkey from an 
Annex I country to a developing country. 
We also demand that the promises made 
to our country at the Paris and Buenos 
Aires Summits are fulfilled. Turkey will 
not be taking any additional steps until 
these conditions are met.

During their presidency, Japan focused 
on the environment and plastic waste at 
sea in particular. In energy, Turkey is ta-
king steps to transform its energy system 
in order to meet increasing demand, re-
duce our dependence on imports and 
ensure the security of our energy supply. 
There are still almost 1 billion people in 
the world with no access to electricity. 
Inequality in access to energy is one of 
the most significant indicators of global 
injustice. It is imperative for the G-20 to 
take more initiative in this area within 
the framework of the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals.

Dear Friends,

The G-20 countries must display a firm, 
consistent and determined stance against 
terrorism. It is wrong to categorize terro-
rist organizations by ideology and treat 
them accordingly. Mankind as a whole 
will pay the price for this mistake. Re-
cently, more countries have seen the blo-
ody face of terrorism. Various terrorist 
organizations targeted innocent people 
in Paris, Brussels, Lebanon, Nigeria, So-
malia and Sri Lanka. These attacks show 
that terrorism is not endemic to a specific 
region, ethnicity or a religious group. The 
identity of a terrorist in Istanbul, Lahore 
or Beirut has no meaning. Their methods 
and goals are the same regardless of the-
ir name, ideology or identity. Terrorism 
is the enemy of humanity and all human 
values. Thus, we must act wisely and ack-
nowledge terrorism for what it is, regard-
less of the identity of the terrorist. Unfor-
tunately, there are many problems and 
inconsistencies on this point in the con-
text of Syria. Terrorist organizations such 
as the PYD/PKK which engage in ethnic 
cleansing, recruit children and force pe-
ople to migrate are held in high esteem 
by some countries. The organization that 
brutally murdered 251 Turkish citizens 
during the attempted coup on July 15 is 
protected by some Western countries. 
Protecting coup plotters who targeted our 
democracy as political asylum seekers 
will result in a heavy burden for all man-
kind. Just like a scorpion, terrorism will 
eventually sting the hand that feeds it.
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The heinous attack in New Zealand shows 
that Neo-Nazis also threaten global secu-
rity in the same way as terrorist organizati-
ons such as Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram 
and Al Shabaab. The Breivik massacre that 
occurred in Norway, one of the most peace-
ful countries in the world, in 2011 clearly 
shows the extent of suffering that can result 
from racism when necessary measures are 
not taken. Unfortunately, the international 
community has failed to draw lessons from 
the Breivik Attack which claimed the lives 
of 77 innocent people including children. 
We have voiced our concerns on racism as 
a country whose citizens were killed in So-
lingen and the NSU murders. We issue the-
se warnings in an effort to prevent these 
trends which spread like poison ivy in the 
West from descending on our citizens and 
our Europe friends like a nightmare.

The United Nations must stand 
behind Callamard’s report on the 
murder of Jamal Khashoggi

Turkey is keen on fighting terrorism and 
cultural racism because of the importance 
we attach to upholding justice. We adop-
ted the same approach when journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi was violently murdered 
last year. Working together with the Uni-
ted Nations, we prevented attempts to co-
ver up the murder of Jamal Khashoggi. 
The report that was released last week re-
veals many details about the murder. We 
expect the United Nations to stand behind 
Callamard’s report and take necessary 
steps. The international community has a 

duty to uncover the truth about the Khas-
hoggi murder and hold those involved ac-
countable, regardless of their position or 
title.

Similarly, the martyrdom of Mohammed 
Mursi, the first democratically elected Pre-
sident of Egypt, should also be thoroughly 
investigated. President Mursi who has 
been tried in military courts for the last six 
years died in a courtroom on June 16 un-
der suspicious circumstances. Statements 
by the putschists on the death of Mursi 
who suffered before our eyes for thirty 
minutes without any intervention leave 
much to be desired in terms of credibility. I 
expect the G-20 leaders to stand up for de-
mocracy and human values in the face of 
Mursi’s death. 

The fact that Mursi was buried without an 
autopsy leaves plenty of room for doubt. 
Performing a forensic autopsy in such ca-
ses is an absolute must. Otherwise, sus-
picions will linger. All politicians and the 
United Nations in particular must investi-
gate this suspicious death. Allowing people 
responsible for such incidents to walk free 
will damage global democracy. I expressed 
our concerns in this regard in my speec-
hes at the summit. Unfortunately, many 
Western countries and human rights or-
ganizations play the ostrich in the face of 
the death sentences handed out by puts-
chists following the coup in Egypt. Those 
who criticize Turkey and do not tolerate 
even the mention of death sentences for 
the coup plotters fail to raise their voice re-
garding the death sentences in Egypt. EU 
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member states met these people in Sharm 
El Sheikh only 5 days after 9 Egyptian yo-
ung men were executed on February 25. 
Even though the death penalty is banned 
in the member states of the Union, they 
accepted an invitation from the leader of 
Egypt which executed these young people. 
Until that summit, more than 45 people 
had been executed in Egypt. Their partici-
pation to the event is a clear indication of 
a double standard. European leaders were 
more than happy to shake hands with puts-
chists at that summit. 

We must not let anyone forget about the 
Khashoggi murder or the suspicious death 
of President Mursi. I have confidence that 
the international media will investigate 
the death of President Mursi with the same 
dedication they investigated the Khashog-
gi murder.

Dear Friends,

Like everything else, technology should 
serve peace, security and comfort of hu-
mankind. Technology brings about new 
opportunities, but also poses significant 
risks and threats. Fake and provocative 
news spreads fast on social media without 
any oversight, control or regulation. As a 
result, there is unprecedented damage inf-
licted on the protection of personal data 
and privacy. Cyber-attacks threaten the se-
curity of large corporations, government 
institutions and even democratic electi-
ons. Terrorist organizations in particular 
are actively abusing this lack of oversight 
to conduct their propaganda and recru-

it new members. It is imperative that we 
implement regulations to make commu-
nication technologies more reliable while 
maintaining the balance between freedom 
and security. We observe that the G-20 co-
untries are paying more attention to this 
issue now. 

This year, we highlighted the importance 
of utilizing innovation and new technolo-
gies such as artificial intelligence, 5G and 
the internet of things for economic gain 
and social benefit. We emphasized the im-
portance of a people-focused approach to 
artificial intelligence. Japan mentioned 
their vision of a “Human Centered Futu-
re Society”, called Society 5.0. We specifi-
cally highlighted the importance of digi-
tal security policies. We also reaffirmed 
our commitment to waste reduction and 
prevention. 

Employment policy was another item on 
our agenda this year. We expressed our 
commitment to work on eliminating child 
labor, forced labor, human trafficking and 
modern slavery, and to focus on increasing 
the employment of women.

The fate of 192 UN member 
states cannot be left in the hands 
of five permanent members 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

G-20 states make up 85 percent of the glo-
bal economy, 75 percent of global trade 
and two thirds of the world’s population. 

Therefore, this platform does not have the 
luxury to ignore issues such as terrorism, 
famine, the refugee problem or the envi-
ronment, all of which have an impact on 
our future. Focusing exclusively on eco-
nomic issues would be wasting the poten-
tial of the G-20.

For a long time, we have been emphasi-
zing the need for reform in the UN Se-
curity Council by stating “The world is 
bigger than 5”. Leaving the fate of 192 
UN member states in the hands of five 
permanent members is not right nor is it 
fair. The G-20 platform is more inclusive 
and democratic. We want the G-20 to act 
firmly, effectively and in a result-oriented 
way in order to solve global issues. All 192 
UN member states must be represented 
at the Security Council on a rotating ba-
sis. No doubt, the current members of the 
UN Security Council will not accept such 
an offer easily. However, we must, as 192 
countries must insist on this. We should 
not have to maintain the status quo which 
was established after World War I. For 
this purpose, all countries must live up to 
their commitments and act fairly.

It would be unthinkable for countries 
that represent more than 80 percent of 
the global economy to remain indifferent 
to issues that impact all mankind, such as 
terrorism, famine, the refugee crisis and 
the environment. We want the G-20 to 
act firmly, effectively and in a result-ori-
ented way in order to solve global issues. 
To that end, all countries must live up to 

their commitments and act fairly. It is co-
unterintuitive for one half of the world 
to suffer from poverty, famine, terrorism, 
oppression and violence while the other 
half lives in peace and prosperity. Global 
issues must be analyzed not based on equ-
ality but based on justice. Otherwise, we 
cannot find robust and lasting solutions 
to our problems. We expressed our since-
re views on these matters at the sessions 
and in our meetings with the leaders.

We discussed important matters concer-
ning our countries in bilateral meetings 
with our counterparts. I had the opportu-
nity to meet President Putin of the Rus-
sian Federation, President Trump of the 
United States of America, President Ra-
maphosa of South Africa, Prime Minister 
Modi of India, President Widodo of In-
donesia, Chancellor Merkel of Germany, 
Prime Minister May of the United King-
dom, Prime Minister Sanchez of Spain, 
the United Nations Secretary General Mr. 
Guterres and President of the World Bank 
Mr. Malpass on the occasion of this sum-
mit. We had a chance to meet, chat and 
exchange views with heads of states and 
representatives of various institutions du-
ring the summit sessions and other activi-
ties. These discussions on global, regional 
and bilateral issues were very fruitful. 

I would like to congratulate Japan for suc-
cessfully organizing the 2019 Summit. 

I greet you once again with my deepest 
regards
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We welcome President Trump’s 
statement on the S-400s  

QUESTION: How do you interpret Presi-
dent Trump’s remarks at the press confe-
rence on Turkey’s purchase of S-400 missi-
les from Russia? 

PRESIDENT ERDOGAN: He explained 
this issue to journalists very clearly befo-
re my meeting with him. The S-400s are 
in the process of being delivered. Turkey 
stands behind its promise; anything to the 
contrary would be unthinkable. It is now a 
done deal.

However, we must underline one fact here. 
We had taken a step to buy patriot missi-
les during President Obama’s term. Yet we 
were turned down because Congress veto-
ed our request. As a result, there was no 
purchase. On the other hand, we needed 
to procure air defense systems. Russia pro-
vided very reasonable terms for air defen-
se systems and we reached an agreement 
with them.

President Trump clarified the issue of sanc-
tions in his remarks today. We heard from 
President Trump that no sanctions are con-
templated. While we purchase S-400s on 
one hand, we are also buying Boeing airc-
raft from an American company, Lockheed 
Martin, on the other. We are in the process 
of buying 100 Boeing aircraft from Lock-
heed Martin. We should not confuse two 
separate transactions as we engage in free 
trade. I would also like to emphasize that 
we are strategic partners with the United 
States. Everyone should know that Turkey 
is a sovereign country making its own deci-
sions and no one has the right to interfere.

We paid 1 billion 400 million dollars to the 
United States for the F-35s. We are not the 
buyer but one of the production partners 
in this project. Four F-35 planes were deli-
vered to us so far. We will receive an additi-
onal 116. Payments are being made. In this 
context, the remarks of some low-ranking 
officials do not conform with President 
Trump’s views. I do not believe that this 
will disrupt our bilateral relations.

We will not allow members of 
FETO to sully the reputation of 

our country

Meeting with Turkish Citizens in Japan
Nagoya, Japan | June 30, 2019

Distinguished Governor, Esteemed Ma-
yors, Valuable Members of the Turkish 
Community in Japan, Dear Brothers, Dear 
Young People to whom we entrust our fu-
ture, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all with my most heartfelt fee-
lings and regards. I extend my greetings to 

our brothers and sisters in Japan who co-
uld not be here with us today. 

I bring you the heartfelt affection of the 
82 million citizens of the Republic of Tur-
key. I bring you the greetings and regards 
of your families, relatives and townsmen. 
I would like to thank all of you for your 
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solidarity, enthusiasm, affection and, most 
importantly, for coming here to this incre-
dible gathering today.

I am delighted to be in your company tho-
usands of kilometers away from our home 
on the occasion of my visit to Japan. I wo-
uld like to express my feelings with the be-
autiful verse of the master Necip Fazıl:

Oh, memories of my homeland, please,

Do not bring tears into my eyes.

Whether in silence, or besides a raging ri-
ver,

My longing for you is the only thing that 
echoes.

Take away my troubles,

Or plant them all in my heart like a garden 
of roses.

But please, memories of my homeland,

Do not whisper into my ear with the kind 
voice of my mother!

Indeed, I extend my greetings to all of my 
brothers and sisters who made a new ho-
meland for themselves thousands of kilo-
meters away.

I would like to remind you the following: 
our citizens who live abroad are no longer 
guests in their countries. Instead, they are 
the representatives of the Turkish people 
and our source of strength overseas. The 
Republic of Turkey is always with you no 
matter where you are. Protecting the inte-

rests of our citizens and kin overseas has al-
ways been one of our top priorities. We just 
heard the Metropolitan Mayor. I served as 
mayor in the past, so I speak their language 
well. We also heard the Governor. He said 
he would support you in any way he can. 
So, since you have a mayor and a governor 
who have your back, the only thing left for 
you to do is to thrive. We are doing our best 
to provide our citizens with whatever ser-
vices they need in every aspect of their life.

We expect your support in 
fighting FETO

We attach great importance to the integrati-
on of your children to Japanese society whi-
le also learning about our faith, culture and 
traditions as they grow up. First of all, you 
must learn to speak Japanese as well as you 
speak Turkish. Your success here depends 
on that. As the state, we are making every ef-
fort to help teach your children the values of 
our country and our nation. In this context, 
our Embassy, the Tokyo Camii Culture Cen-
ter and the Yunus Emre Institute organize 
various cultural activities. The Turkish Ma-
arif Foundation sent teachers here in order 
to teach our children in Nagoya our values 
and language. Our Minister of Foreign Affa-
irs also made a visit last November to listen 
to your requests. Our Tokyo embassy is cur-
rently providing mobile consular services in 
Nagoya once a month. I am grateful for the 
support of your association in the construc-
tion of the Turkish Cultural Center and the 
Masjid at the Frigate Ertuğrul Memorial.

We are proud to see our citizens all around 
to world contribute to the economies of the-
ir adopted countries. We are ready to sup-
port you in any way to help you lead your 
lives here as law abiding citizens who live 
in harmony with the Japanese community 
and have equal rights. We are in coopera-
tion with the Japanese authorities in this 
regard. I have confidence that you will rep-
resent Turkey and the Turkish people in the 
best way possible and contribute to our re-
putation with your achievements. 

Unfortunately, schools, associations and 
individuals with ties to FETO are still allo-
wed to operate in Japan. This organization 
that martyred 251 Turkish citizens on July 
15 carries out a major smear campaign aga-
inst our country overseas. For the last four 
years, they are not ashamed to make use 
of the money and resources they have col-
lected from our people in the last 40 years 
under the pretext of benevolence and ser-
vice against our nation. We must not allow 
members of FETO who are driven by ambi-
tion and hate to sully the reputation of our 
country. We expect your support in fighting 
against this bloody-handed terrorist organi-
zation. FETO poses the same threat as the 
PKK or the DHKP-C. They are no different 
from one another.

Unity and solidarity are the key to success. 
There is no obstacle too great to overcome 
so long as we act in solidarity. Similarly, you 
can surmount whatever challenge you face, 

so long as you continue to act in unity and 
solidarity in the future as well. Standing 
united is the only way to have your voice he-
ard and your demands met by the Japane-
se authorities. God willing, we may open a 
consulate in Nagoya. Let us hold a vote and 
see who is in favor of a consulate in Nagoya. 
Unanimously accepted! Our Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs is here to see your choice. I do 
not think the Japanese authorities would 
turn down such a request. 

As you know, the working population of Ja-
pan is slowly decreasing. They opened the-
ir doors to foreign workers with a new law 
which was passed in April. We believe that 
Turkey can contribute significantly to the 
Japanese workforce with its young and qua-
lified population. We will contact our Japa-
nese counterparts and create a framework 
of cooperation in this regard soon. We are in 
the process of negotiating a social security 
agreement with the Japanese authorities to 
make it possible for our citizens working in 
Japan to count their working days here to-
wards their retirement in Turkey. Hopefully, 
negotiations will be completed soon. 

I would also like to give you some good 
news. Our flagship carrier and the pride of 
our nation, Turkish Airlines, will resume 
flights from Osaka-Kansai Airport to Istan-
bul starting next April. As a result, you will 
be able to fly home with a direct flight from 
Osaka.
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Our goal is to host one million 
Japanese tourists

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Turkey made significant progress in every 
field from democracy to economy in the 
past 17 years and transformed itself. We 
completely transformed our education 
system: we built 302 thousand new class-
rooms; appointed 631 thousand new teac-
hers; distributed text books for primary 
and secondary education for free; distri-
buted 1.5 million tablets to our students 
and teachers; opened 130 new universi-
ties to increase the number of universi-
ties to 206; and increased the number of 
our academic personnel to 166 thousand 
by recruiting an additional 90 thousand. 
With 269 schools, 35 dormitories, 2 uni-
versities and 5 thousand personnel, the 
Turkish Maarif Foundation successfully 
represents our country abroad. Today, 
tens of thousands of students in more 
than 160 countries around the world 
prefer Turkey and Turkish Universities 
for tertiary education. It is important to 
note that there are also Japanese students 
studying in Turkey. God willing, these 
students will strengthen the ties between 
Turkey and Japan when they return home 
as doctors, engineers, businesspeople, po-
liticians, academicians and diplomats.

Furthermore, we completely revamped 
the healthcare system in Turkey. We pro-
vide healthcare services in 4 thousand 

facilities including 2 thousand 400 new 
hospitals. The number of hospital beds 
increased to 238 thousand including 74 
thousand new beds. There are more than 
one million healthcare personnel inclu-
ding 632 thousand new personnel. We 
have more than 5 thousand ambulances 
as well as state of the art diagnostic equ-
ipment and treatment facilities. Our City 
Hospitals will raise the standard in healt-
hcare services exponentially. 

In transportation, we increased divided 
roads to 26 thousand 640 kilometers with 
the addition of 20 thousand 540 kilome-
ters and the highways to 2.842 kilometers 
with the addition of 1.128 kilometers. We 
built 1.213 kilometers of high-speed train 
tracks and increased the number of our 
airports to 56 by building 30 new ones. 
We also built extensive rail transport net-
works in our cities. 

We take care of all of our citizens thanks 
to our social security network which is 
among the largest and most comprehen-
sive in the world. We reduced the foreign 
dependence of our defense industry from 
80 percent to 30 percent. Our export volu-
me rose from 36 billion dollars to 171 bil-
lion dollars. We increased our agricultu-
ral production from 37 billion liras to 213 
billion liras. Our foreign trade surplus in 
agriculture was approximately 5 billion 
dollars last year. Long story short, we de-
veloped our country and made significant 
progress in every area. Our tourism has 
grown very rapidly. God willing, we will 

reach 51 million tourists this year. Our 
goal is to receive one million tourists from 
Japan. You are our tourism ambassadors. 

Our representation at the G-20 platform 
is a direct result of these developments. 
However, we must do more. One of our 
top priorities with respect to our goals for 
2023 is to make Turkey one of the top10 
economies in the world. God willing, we 
will achieve this as well. 

Of course, as our country becomes stron-
ger, the number of threats and challenges 
we face increase as well. As our ancestors 
said, “The tallest mountains have the col-
dest winters”. Indeed, our country also 
weathers a storm from time to time. Our 
region and our world face a period of gre-
at change and radical transformation. We 
work hard to make sure that Turkey is not 
harmed but comes out profitable as it sits 
at the center of such upheaval. Our suc-
cess has always depended on our citizens 
in Turkey and overseas who offer us their 
sincere support. At this critical juncture, 
we need the support of our people and 
our friends more than ever. I believe that 
my brothers and sisters who live abroad 
are better placed to make a sound analysis 
of the events taking place in our country. 
Therefore, I consider your support to be 
highly important. We will continue wor-
king with courage and determination, 
knowing that we have your firm support. 
Our joint efforts will help Turkey achieve 
its well-deserved place in the world. 

Communities who have 
forgotten their values cannot 
have a positive outlook for the 
future

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

We have a long-standing, deep-rooted 
and sincere friendship with our Japanese 
brothers and sisters which is still the case 
today. We all remember the Ertugrul Di-
saster that occurred when Abdulhamid II 
was Sultan as well as the selflessness, soli-
darity and effort of our Japanese friends as 
they rushed to help. However, I would like 
to recount another interesting story that 
most people do not know about. I believe 
that this story is an excellent illustration 
of the characteristics shared by our two 
countries. During World War I, a Japanese 
ship was leased to bring back our soldiers 
who had to stay in Russia for many years 
as prisoners of war. About one thousand 
Turkish soldiers boarded the ship from 
the Russian city of Vladivostok which was 
controlled by Japan at the time and they 
reached the Aegean Sea after a 45-day-long 
tiresome journey. The ship was stopped by 
the Greeks as it approached Lesbos island. 
The Greeks asked the commanding officer 
to hand over the Turks since Greece was at 
war with Turkey at the time. Yet the Japa-
nese commander in charge refused their 
demand. He then refused to meet other de-
legations who wanted to speak to him. He 
said, “These people are my responsibility; I 
intend to deliver them to the Istanbul Go-
vernment and to no one else.” The ship was 
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then forced to the Port of Piraeus and our 
soldiers and the Japanese crew and the 
commander had to wait there for eight 
months. In the meantime, the lieutenant 
commander of the ship, who was Japane-
se, died. Through this ordeal, the Japa-
nese commander refused to hand over 
our soldiers to the Greeks despite all the 
pressures and challenges he faced. The 
name of the ship is Heimei Maru and its 
Commander was Lieutenant Colonel Tsu-
mura. Here in his homeland, I would like 
to commemorate with gratitude, respect 
and affection, the courageous Comman-
der Tsumura who acted bravely and with 
a sense of duty and responsibility.

As I conclude my remarks with these fee-
lings, I would like to thank each of you for 
your affection, interest and enthusiasm. I 
ask you to always protect your identity and 
the values that make us who we are. Re-
member that those who lose their national 
identity are doomed to wander aimlessly, 
like a leaf in the wind. Communities who 
have forgotten their values cannot have a 
positive outlook for the future. I believe 
that you will raise your children by kee-
ping this in mind.

I would like you to convey my heartfelt gre-
etings and warmest regards to my citizens 
who are not here with us today. May Allah 
be with you. May Allah bless you all. All the 
best.

Our aim is to increase the 
number of international students 

to 200 thousand in 2023

Türkiye Scholarships and the 8th International Students
Graduation Ceremony | Ankara | July 3, 2019

Distinguished Directors of the Presidency 
for Turks Abroad and Related Communi-
ties, Distinguished Professors, Dear Stu-
dents and Alumni, Dear Guests,

I would like to greet all of you with my war-
mest regards. I salute young people aro-

und the world and the wonderful display 
of brotherhood in this room resembling a 
United Nations Assembly. We are here to-
day for the graduation ceremony of one 
thousand 500 students. I would like to 
congratulate each and every one of you. I 
wish success to all international students 
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who study in our universities as recipients 
of the Türkiye Scholarships.

I would like to greet our alumni who are 
serving their nations in 165 countries after 
completing their studies in our country. I 
would like to welcome our alumni and the-
ir families who are here. 

In this hall, I see future ministers, prime 
ministers, politicians, industrialists and, 
God willing, scientists who will be Nobel 
Prize laureates. I see young people in this 
room who will serve their countries and 
humanity with dedication through their 
efforts and achievements. I hope and pray 
that Allah will guide your path and help 
you.

Dear Friends, 

I regard international students and alum-
ni as part of the bigger Turkish family and 
as ambassadors for Turkey in your home 
countries. The heart of our nation and the 
doors of our state are always open to the 
students and alumni who study in our co-
untry with Türkiye Scholarships and with 
their own means. We will never forget you. 
I believe that you will always have room for 
us in your hearts, too. 

Since the program started, 150 thousand 
students completed their studies in our 
country thanks to Türkiye Scholarships. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
commemorate the 8th President of the Re-
public of Turkey, Turgut Özal, who laid the 
foundations of the international students 

project 25 years ago. I extend my gratitude 
to everyone involved in the Türkiye Scho-
larships program for the last seven years.

We must take action to establish 
a women’s university 

Türkiye Scholarships received about 147 
thousand applications this year alone, sho-
wing that this important program is gro-
wing exponentially to reach its aim. App-
lications come mostly from regions facing 
serious problems such as Syria, Palestine, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq, Somalia and 
Myanmar. I believe that this is an indica-
tion of the success of the program. We are 
determined to further improve our scho-
larship program as a global platform for 
equal opportunity. 

We host 150 thousand students from 182 
countries who study in our country either 
with their own means or on a scholarship. 
I expect universities in our country to en-
hance their competences in order to meet 
the academic and social needs of interna-
tional students. Our aim is to increase the 
number of international students to 200 
thousand in 2023. God willing, Turkey, as 
home to some of the oldest educational 
establishments in the world, will become 
one of the top countries in education in 
the world. We already took the first steps 
to achieve this goal by increasing the 
number of universities from 76 to 206 
and academic staff from 70 thousand to 
166 thousand. 

We were in Japan for the G-20 Summit re-
cently. We were informed that 80 out of 
800 Japanese universities, in other words 
10 percent of all universities in the co-
untry, are women’s universities. One of 
these universities granted me an honorary 
doctorate degree. These women’s universi-
ties take a student from kindergarten age 
and educate her until she graduates from 
university. We find this method to be very 
important. I ask the President of the Coun-
cil of Higher Education to conduct research 
on this method. Turkey must take a similar 
step. We used to have girls and boys scho-
ols in our country. Then they made them 
co-educational and made some odd chan-
ges. We are now working on reintroducing 
these schools. The example in Japan was 
very interesting indeed. 

The Maarif Foundation inaugurated two 
universities, 269 schools and 35 dormi-
tories abroad. We know that many non-
governmental organizations have similar 
initiatives at home and abroad. Now is the 
time to further strengthen this infrastruc-
ture and raise quality. I invite all instituti-
ons to cooperate further so that we can re-
alize this goal. 

Dear Friends, 

In addition to providing undergraduate, 
graduate and postgraduate education, I 
believe that it is also very important to clo-
sely follow the career of our alumni. Their 
graduation should not end our relations-
hip with the students. The Presidency for 
Turks Abroad and Related Communities 

will follow up on them. We will know what 
they do and where they work when they 
return to their countries. We will continue 
to have contacts with our brothers and sis-
ters. To us, you are the ambassadors of your 
countries in Turkey. We currently have 23 
alumni associations in 22 countries. We 
must have such contact points in every 
country where we have an alumni commu-
nity. To that end, I believe that we should 
speed up the establishment of alumni asso-
ciations in other countries as well. 

The alumni community may rest assured 
that Turkey will always support them, both 
in their own countries and wherever else 
they may live. This is because you are our 
brothers and sisters. And brothers and sis-
ters must look out for one another. In our 
culture, brotherhood is not restricted by 
time and space. Brotherhood is an affecti-
on, a connection and a relationship to be 
continued until your last breath. Further-
more, I believe that we have established an 
emotional bridge with our international 
students which will be passed on to our fa-
milies and children. 

I expect our students and alumni to always 
remain in touch with this country and with 
each other wherever they live. Such a huge 
network is an invaluable asset today. Most 
importantly, Turkish is now the lingua 
franca of this community. We have a dias-
pora of more than 6 million people of Tur-
kish origin in Europe. Turkish language is 
still going strong in the Balkans. You can 
communicate, conduct business and pur-
sue your life in Turkish in a vast geography 
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covering North Africa to Central Asia and 
Eastern Europe to South Asia. Let us make 
the best of this communication network 
and invaluable language advantage. 

There is no challenge that unity and soli-
darity cannot overcome even in times of 
unrelenting political, commercial and mi-
litary struggles such as we see around the 
world today. We must work tirelessly until 
we build a global order based on conscien-
ce, morals, compassion and justice. This is 
the only legitimate way to build a legacy 
for future generations.

You are in a great country that 
opens its heart to the oppressed

Dear Young People,

Distinguished Guests,

As you know, we live in an information age 
with breathtaking progress in communica-
tion technology, making our world smaller. 
Today, events in the remotest corner of the 
globe make headlines in seconds and we 
can make our voices heard through alter-
native media channels. While these techno-
logical advances translate into many bene-
fits, they also create significant challenges 
and asymmetric threats. This process also 
creates major changes in our conceptions, 
perspectives and perceptions. Every day, 
we are introduced to new concepts which 
did not exist or were not necessary before 
and face asymmetric threats. We live in an 
era where perceptions replace facts, digital 
wars become more destructive than con-

ventional warfare, and the line between 
fiction and reality is blurred even further 
with each passing day. What can we do in 
the face of all that? Obviously, we cannot 
rewind history and ignore what has been 
happening. Our job is to try to manage the-
se developments on the basis of our valu-
es and principles. As politicians, leaders, 
academics and students, we must develop 
methods to help us cope with this new rea-
lity and new world so that we can use them 
to our own advantage. We have to do this 
not only for our nation and our country, 
but also for your future and for future ge-
nerations. 

Every step we take as Turkey is based on 
this understanding as we determine our 
future direction in light of these develop-
ments. We are trying to build our future 
by drawing strength from our history and 
by studying lessons learned. We try to inc-
rease the number of our achievements, 
broaden the impact of our victories and 
correct the mistakes made previously. Pra-
ise be to Allah; we have come a long way 
in the last 17 years. We achieved progress 
in many areas including politics, trade, 
education, health, technology and defen-
se. The well-respected Turkish passport 
and our regional and global weight are, no 
doubt, the outcome of the steps we have 
taken recently. Our call for “The world is 
bigger than 5” is another testament to our 
well-deserved self-confidence based on 
our achievements. It is thanks to our suc-
cess during our tenure in government that 
Turkey speaks up against injustice and un-
fairness around the world. It is thanks to 

Turkey’s economic and diplomatic victori-
es that we embrace the Palestinian cause, 
lend a helping hand to Africa and look out 
for our brothers and sisters in Central Asia 
and the Balkans. We speak not only for 
ourselves but also for our friends, brothers 
and sisters on all platforms including at 
the United Nations, G-20, NATO and other 
international cooperation platforms. God 
willing, we will always maintain this hono-
rable stance on behalf of our friends and 
for our own country. 

Dear Friends, 

I find it useful to remind our international 
students that you are in a great country 
that has been opening its heart and doors 
to the oppressed and victims regardless of 
their religion, language, color and cultural 
background throughout its history. You are 
here as the guests of a nation that has been 
fighting for justice, peace, prosperity and 
welfare of humanity for centuries. 

Looking back on this great history of vic-
tories and defeats alike, we prefer to draw 
lessons for our future instead of encoura-
ging hostility or boasting about our vic-
tories. Despite the suffering, persecution 
and betrayal in our history, we have never 
fallen into the pit of revenge, hatred, disc-
rimination, marginalization or contempt. 
Revenge has never been our motivation 
while protecting our homeland, fighting 
terrorism abroad and reacting to perse-
cution around the world. All we want is 
justice. We want to ensure the rights, fre-

edoms, security and welfare of our own 
citizens as well as our brothers and sisters 
around the globe. 

We will never fall into the trap that bloody-
handed terrorist organizations such as Da-
esh, PKK, Neo-Nazis or FETO - which did 
not shy away from shooting at our citizens 
- try to drag us and the Islamic world into. 
They are all different faces of the same coin 
and parasites feeding on the same swamp. 
We never used violence as a systematic 
method for struggle. We never resorted to 
illegitimate methods since we have legiti-
mate grounds, legitimate means, democ-
ratic and diplomatic methods and the bal-
lot box. God willing, we will maintain this 
principled stance in the future. We will not 
abandon legal, democratic, moral and le-
gitimate platforms in our fight against the 
injustices we face.

Education is the most effective 
way to break the invisible chains 
of modern slavery

Inspired by our ancient history, we see 
education as the most effective way to 
break the invisible chains of modern sla-
very. With this understanding, we made 
education our top priority both for our 
country and for our brothers and sisters. 
The reason why our country is investing 
in education is not because it has an abun-
dance of resources. It is because we think 
that education is the only tool to achieve 
political and economic independence and 
prosperity. I kindly ask you to remain loyal 
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to these values all your life as the opinion 
leaders and role models that I believe you 
will become in your home countries.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to congratulate all international students 
who are graduating this year. I wish you 
every success in your lives. Please con-
vey the warm greetings of my nation and 
myself to our brothers and sisters when 
you return to your home countries. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to ever-
yone who contributed to the success of Tür-
kiye Scholarships. I would like to thank the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related 
Communities and our professors who sha-
re their knowledge and experience with 
international students in our universities.

I greet all of you with love and respect. All 
the best.

Rising exclusionist attitudes 
threaten the future of Europe

Southeast European Cooperation Process Summit Meeting
Bosnia and Herzegovina | July 9, 2019

Distinguished Chairman of the Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Esteemed 
Members, Distinguished Heads of State 
and Government, Valuable Participants,

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect. I 
am very pleased to be in Sarajevo on the 
occasion of the Southeast European Coo-
peration Process Summit Meeting. I would 
like to extend my congratulations to Bos-

nia and Herzegovina for their successful 
presidency. 

The success of the Southeast European Co-
operation Process is crucial for peace, stabi-
lity and prosperity in our own countries as 
well as in Europe. This process also makes 
significant contributions to the integration 
of the Balkan countries to Euro-Atlantic 
structures. Turkey will continue to support 
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the integration of the Balkans to Euro-At-
lantic structures. European Union’s decisi-
on regarding accession negotiations with 
North Macedonia and Albania will affect 
the future of the whole region. Failure of 
the European Union to advance this pro-
cess in accordance with its commitments 
will hurt its credibility and have consequ-
ences for peace and stability in the region. 
We observe that the enlargement policy 
of the European Union has been hijacked 
by some narrow-minded populist groups. 
Discriminatory and exclusionist trends 
that are on the rise across the continent 
threaten peace in Europe as well as its fu-
ture and potential to offer hope. We belie-
ve that European leaders will act with vi-
sion and maintain the ideal of integrating 
the Balkans to Europe.

Dear Participants, 

As one of the founding states of the Pro-
cess, I am pleased to see the consensus on 
Turkey’s Presidency for 2020-2021. I wo-
uld like to thank all our friends who beli-
eve in and trust us and our country. Our 
goal is to repeat our success as president 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperati-
on and the G-20 as we endeavor to take on 
the presidency of the Southeast Europe-
an Cooperation Process. We will strive to 
improve regional ownership and regional 
inclusiveness during our presidency. We 
will also focus on migration, capacity bu-
ilding and extending transportation links 
in the region.

There is significant mobility in the region 
in recent years. We face the impact of ir-
regular migration originating from Syria, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and North Africa. Turkey 
is currently hosting more than 4 million 
refugees, including 3.6 million from Syria, 
while the European Union members still 
bicker over double digit refugee quotas. 
We have spent more than 37 billion dol-
lars for Syrian refugees alone, according 
to United Nations calculations. For the last 
two years, Turkey has ranked first in the 
world in terms of the humanitarian aid it 
provided as a ratio of national income. 

We have also implemented countless me-
asures on every front to prevent irregular 
migration, especially in the Aegean Sea. 
The number of irregular migrants appre-
hended in Turkey between 2005-2017 ex-
ceeds one million. Thanks to the measures 
we took, we prevented many humanitari-
an tragedies in the Aegean and reduced the 
number of irregular crossings to Europe 
by 99 percent. Thus, we made an invaluab-
le contribution to the security of the entire 
European continent, especially the Balkan 
countries. However, we did not receive the 
support or the humanitarian response that 
we expected from our friends in Europe in 
this challenging process. I regret to say that 
transit zones such as the Balkans and co-
untries neighboring Syria such as Turkey 
were forced to shoulder the full weight of 
irregular migration. Promises of monetary 
support for Syrian refugees were left un-
fulfilled. So far, the European Union has 
released only 2.5 billion euros out of the 6 
billion euros that they had pledged.
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We must improve economic 
cooperation between Balkan 
countries

Distinguished Guests,

We always supported the idea of giving the 
Process and its Parliamentary Assembly a 
permanent secretariat. We would like to 
reach a decision on the location of this sec-
retariat following the compromise reached 
last year after Istanbul and Sofia were both 
nominated as candidates to host the Per-
manent Secretariat. Improving the means 
of communication and transportation bet-
ween our countries to the highest level pos-
sible is one of our main goals within this 
Process. We are very pleased to see that 
this is included in the declaration which 
we will adopt shortly. 

The Sarajevo-Belgrade Highway is an im-
portant and strategic project. We hope to 
connect two important centers in southe-
ast Europe with this peace highway. Agree-
ments on this highway project were signed 
both with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzego-

vina. Hopefully, we will start construction 
as soon as possible. 

We must improve economic cooperation 
between Balkan countries in order to inc-
rease our competitive edge in an increa-
singly globalized world. We cannot afford 
to lag behind the digital transformation 
taking place in the world. It is imperative 
that we strengthen the digital infrastructu-
re between our countries. In this context, 
the recent agreement on lowering mobile 
roaming costs is a welcome development. 

When planning for public investments, 
we must always keep cyber security, digi-
tal economy and research and develop-
ment in mind. The technologically litera-
te young population in the Balkans is one 
of our most valuable resources. We must 
transform our region into one that meets 
the economic demands of the 21st century 
and encourages technological innovation. 

With these thoughts, I wish Kosovo suc-
cess for their presidency in the 2019-2020 
term and salute you with respect.

This church is a valuable addition 
to our heritage in Istanbul

Beyoğlu Virgin Mary Syriac Orthodox Church Foundation, Mor Ephrem Syriac 
Orthodox Church Groundbreaking Ceremony | İstanbul | August 3, 2019

Distinguished Metropolitan Bishop, Es-
teemed Members of the Syriac Orthodox 
Community, Dear Guests,

I greet you with respect and affection. I wo-
uld like to extend my gratitude to everyone 
involved in the building of the Mor Ephrem 
Syriac Orthodox Church which we break gro-
und for today; this will serve the Syriac com-
munity and enrich the heritage of Istanbul. 

It is the duty of the Republic of Turkey to 
respond to all needs of the Syriac commu-
nity which is one of the oldest communiti-
es in our region, including their need for a 
place of worship. With this understanding, 
we started the process of planning this 
church at the request of Filiksinos Yusuf 
Çetin about 10 years ago. We finally reac-
hed the construction phase after having 
selected an appropriate building site and 
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completing other procedures. The Metro-
politan Mayors of Istanbul Kadir Topbaş 
and Mevlüt Uysal provided all necessary 
support to the foundation throughout this 
process. When the Vatican representatives 
completed preparations on their end, it 
became possible for our Syriac citizens to 
finally have a church of their own here. I 
consider this church, which I believe will 
be completed in a short time with the ge-
nerous contributions of the Syriac commu-
nity, as a valuable addition to our heritage 
in Istanbul. The construction is planned to 
be finished in two years. God willing, we 
will all be together for the opening cere-
mony as well.

Distinguished Guests, 

Our nation has ruled this region for al-
most one thousand years and Istanbul for 
566 years. Our region has always been the 
center of religious, ethnic and cultural di-
versity and, more importantly, the center 
of the collective conscience of humanity. 
The oppressed and the persecuted who 
came to this land from Spain, the Cauca-
sus, Eastern Europe, North Africa and el-
sewhere have always found both our doors 
and our hearts to be wide open. Most re-
cently, we have been hosting about 4 mil-
lion people from Syria and Iraq, including 
Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen Muslims, Assyri-
ans, Yazidis and members of other faiths. 
We made no discrimination when opening 
our hearts to these people who ran away 
from the murderous and pillaging terrorist 
organizations in Iraq and Syria. We never 
thought of questioning the faith, ethnicity, 

color or the cultural background of a per-
son who sought shelter under our roof. In 
our eyes, all who seek refuge are, first and 
foremost, human. Thus, they are worthy of 
every respect, assistance and service. We 
have always provided services to all citi-
zens without making any discrimination. 
The Syriacs, who are one of the oldest com-
munities in this region, have the same ac-
cess to these services as anyone else. 

This country and this state 
belong to all of us

We never wavered from our will to sur-
vive in the past 150 years despite a lot of 
suffering, tragedy and destruction in our 
region. Anyone who feels loyalty and affec-
tion towards Turkey and strives to contri-
bute to its development is a true Turkish 
citizen. There are no barriers, explicit or 
implicit, that prevent anyone in politics, 
commerce or in any other field. In fact, pe-
ople participate in politics, business, arts 
or sports in Turkey on their own merit. 
Diversity has been a part of our experien-
ce and our childhood which was enriched 
by this experience. We worked to expand 
and guarantee the rights and freedoms of 
many religious communities along with 
the rest of our citizens in our efforts to 
strengthen our democracy. The current 
state of affairs has proven us right while 
refuting the claims by others that steps to 
bolster our democracy would cause harm 
to the country. Socially, Turkey is stronger 
today than ever before. As president, I will 
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continue to work hard for our nation with 
this understanding. 

Dear Friends,

Due to the wealth of its natural and human 
resources, our region has been home to the 
greatest efforts in civic and cultural deve-
lopment in human history for thousands 
of years. As a center of attraction, our regi-
on has also suffered its share of attacks and 
tragedy. Our country still faces the conse-
quences of this bitter fate. A desire to own 
natural resources is the primary reason 
behind many of the developments in our 
region. Despite the seeming differences in 
their narrative, all terrorist organizations 
and their puppet masters target our home-
land. Embracing our differences and stan-
ding united in body and soul as a nation of 
82 million is the only way to defeat these 
attacks. 

Never forget: This country belongs to all 
of us. This state belongs to all of us. The 
citizens of Turkey will derive equal bene-
fit from national development. Similarly, 
all of our citizens will gain as rights and 

freedoms continue to expand. The only ex-
ceptions to this rule are the terrorists, ter-
rorist organizations and those who betray 
their own country and nation. Otherwise, 
we have no place for discrimination either 
in our minds or in our hearts. Loving the 
Created for the sake of the Creator is the 
founding principle of our civilization.

We will be more peaceful and safer to the 
extent we unite as a great and strong na-
tion to share our prosperity. God willing, 
the wealth of resources in this land will 
sustain us for thousands of years to come. 
What we must do is to protect our unity, so-
lidarity and our will to unite for a common 
goal. We will have no obstacle too great to 
overcome so long as we maintain this spirit 
of solidarity. 

With these thoughts, I would like to cong-
ratulate those who contributed to the Mor 
Ephrem Syriac Orthodox Church which 
will serve the Syriac community and en-
rich the heritage of Istanbul. 

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
All the best.

Distinguished Ambassadors, Esteemed La-
dies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to convey my sincere greetings 
and regards. I am pleased to welcome you 
to the Presidential Complex, home of the 
nation and a battle-scarred venue, on the 
occasion of the 11th Ambassadors Confe-
rence. I would especially like to thank our 

foreign guests for their contributions. We 
are delighted to host them in our country 
on the occasion of such a meaningful and 
important event.

Now a tradition, the Ambassadors Confe-
rence offers a broad opportunity for con-
sultation for the foreign service as well as 
other institutions. This conference gives 

If the European Union wants
to be a global actor, they must

first win over Turkey

11th Ambassadors Conference | Ankara | August 6, 2019
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us an opportunity to take stock of the past 
year as well as to assess global issues and 
our foreign policy priorities. In this con-
text, we have been exchanging ideas about 
many important topics with the contributi-
ons of our distinguished guests and I have 
made every effort to meet you during my 
tenure both as Prime Minister and Presi-
dent.

The theme of this year’s Ambassadors Con-
ference is “Strong Diplomacy on the Gro-
und and at the Negotiating Table”. I find 
the title of the conference very relevant 
in terms of taking stock and highlighting 
the current focus of Turkish foreign policy. 
Samsun is hosting the conference together 
with Ankara to commemorate the cente-
nary of the beginning of our War of Inde-
pendence. I pray to Allah that our meeting 
will be beneficial for our country, our nati-
on, and the people of all friendly and brot-
herly countries. I would like to thank the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, our distinguis-
hed minister and his team for organizing 
this annual conference.

Dear Friends,

The world is going through a time of major 
diplomatic transformation in addition to 
technological innovations. It is no longer 
possible to make an assessment about the 
present by using the patterns of old and the 
dynamics from 20 or 30 years ago. States, 
along with individuals, companies and so-
cieties must capture the spirit of the times 
and determine their policies accordingly. 
The hallmark of the new era is undoub-

tedly the evolution of the international 
system towards a multi-centered structu-
re. This shift increases unpredictability 
and creates new risks for decision-makers. 
In light of current political and economic 
vulnerabilities, one could say that we no 
longer have a system, but that we face the 
consequences of “the lack of a system”. We 
observe signs of this emerging situation in 
many areas such as irregular migration, 
terrorism, Islamophobia, rising cultural 
racism in Western societies and xenopho-
bia as well as in the opposition to refuge-
es. I consider trade wars that increasingly 
occupy the international agenda also as an 
echo of “this lack of a system”.

Those without a conscience 
have no reference, direction or 
consistency

The rules we are accustomed to are shelved 
for the sake of short-term gains and, unfor-
tunately, not replaced by better, more inclu-
sive or effective ones. Organizations tasked 
with ensuring global security and stability 
can no longer meet expectations. The inter-
national community is gradually losing its 
ability to develop long-lasting solutions to 
issues such as security concerns and terro-
rism that threaten its future, and is unable 
to address fundamental problems like fa-
mine, instability and global warming. 

Two billion people live in poverty even as 
we discuss digitalization, artificial intelli-
gence, economic growth and obesity. Whi-
le American politicians discuss the fight 

against obesity and food waste, politicians 
in Somalia, Haiti and Guinea are trying to 
find solutions to the poverty, destitution 
and despair that claim the lives of their ci-
tizens. Something is not right if the wealth 
of the 60 richest people in the world is equ-
ivalent to that of half of the global popula-
tion, some 3.6 billion people. Something is 
not right if luxury, opulence and wasteful-
ness dominate one part of the world while 
nearly a billion people go to bed hungry 
most nights. Something is not right if the 
double standards in favor of terrorist orga-
nizations are not eliminated but run ram-
pant and terrorist leaders are being hosted 
in presidential palaces. Something is defi-
nitely not right if children continue to die 
in Syria, Myanmar, Libya and Yemen.

Global security and peace cannot be ac-
hieved unless people are valued first and 
foremost as human beings. Clearly, no one 
has the luxury to say “I do not care about 
others” in an era where communication 
has become ubiquitous, distances have no 
significance and the world has become a 
global village.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Those without a conscience have no mo-
rals or values, or any reference, direction 
or consistency. Under the current circums-
tances, we must adopt a conscientious 
view of events and develop rational polici-
es. An initiative-taking and humanitarian 
foreign policy approach which constitu-
tes the foundation of Turkish diplomacy 
was developed to address this situation. 

The leader of our republic Ghazi Musta-
fa Kemal’s wish for “peace at home, peace 
in the world” can only be realized with an 
initiative-taking, proactive and brave vi-
sion of foreign policy. That is because pe-
ace is costlier than war; it requires more 
patience, more effort and a mountain of 
hard work. Preserving peace requires a dif-
ficult and long-term struggle. In this con-
text, we have always chosen the hard way 
as opposed to the easy way. We must be a 
global actor determining the direction of 
events and issues instead of being a mere 
spectator. Turkey must take initiative not 
only for its own future, but also for peace 
and security in its region. Recent events in 
Syria indicate that we cannot have a seat 
at the table unless we are on the ground. 
We will definitely defend our national in-
terests through dialogue, elements of soft 
power, means of ‘coercive diplomacy’ and 
the use of actual force when needed.

Our foreign service and distinguished am-
bassadors play a key role in implementing 
our foreign policy both in the field and at 
the negotiating table. Today, Turkish fore-
ign service is one of the five largest diplo-
matic and consular networks in the world 
with 243 diplomatic missions. Institutions 
such as TİKA, the Yunus Emre Institute, 
the Turkey Maarif Foundation, Presidency 
for Turks Abroad and Related Communiti-
es and the Red Crescent are your biggest 
supporters in the field. 

Our centuries-old tradition of diplomacy 
will continue to guide our foreign policy 
even as we are surrounded by a ring of fire. 
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You are all well aware of the importance of 
security policies. We consider our NATO 
membership spanning more than 60 ye-
ars to be the cornerstone of Euro-Atlantic 
defense and the main pillar of our secu-
rity policy. The indivisibility of security, 
solidarity with the Alliance and fair risk 
and burden-sharing are at the core of our 
perspective with respect to NATO. In this 
context, we expect our NATO ally and stra-
tegic partner, the United States, to take ne-
cessary steps in a way that befits a true ally. 

We have been engaging with these insti-
tutions in order to develop our relations 
further. We have done more than our part 
and always insisted on engagement and di-
alogue. On the other hand, Turkey has the 
right to eliminate any threat to its survival 
as a nation, whether with or without its alli-
es. Putting an end to the terror quagmire in 
northern Syria is our country’s top priority. 
Turkey will not be safe until the cancerous 
organization which is supported with he-
avy weaponry by our allies is eliminated. If 
we do not act today, God forbid, we might 
have to pay a heavier price tomorrow.

Turkey’s security is vital for the 
security of NATO and our entire 
region

I hope that we will take the process we be-
gan with the Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch Operations to another level very 
soon. We will establish a peace corridor 
where our Syrian brothers will live in pea-
ce, prosperity and safety. We hope that this 

step will alleviate the pressure of irregular 
migration originating from Syria both for 
our country and for Europe. We also aim 
to accelerate the return of Syrian refugees 
who have longed for their homeland for 
the past 8 years.

Dear Friends,

I would like to underline that Turkey’s se-
curity is vital for the security of NATO and 
our entire region. There is no concrete evi-
dence which suggests that the S-400s will 
harm NATO or F-35s. In fact, many NATO 
and EU member states have previously 
purchased similar air defense systems 
from Russia. We do not see any goodwill in 
making an issue out of this situation in the 
case of Turkey, especially when such mat-
ters were never a problem in the case of 
other countries. Above all, it is absolutely 
misguided to question Turkey’s relations 
with the West over the S-400s. On the issue 
of S-400s, Turkey made not a strategic but 
a completely commercial choice regarding 
its security. It was the uncompromising at-
titude of our allies that forced our country 
into this decision.

From the very beginning, we made every 
effort to resolve this issue by agreement, 
including offering to have a joint commit-
tee. However, our efforts were either stalled 
or buried in red tape. President Trump’s 
statement at the G-20 Osaka Summit abo-
ut “Turkey not having been treated fairly” 
is a confirmation of this fact at the highest 
level. I believe that President Trump will 
maintain this sound position and will not 

allow S-400s to take Turkish-American re-
lations hostage. We also expect to see clear 
steps taken by the United States with res-
pect to the extradition of the ringleaders of 
FETO and a cessation of the efforts to arm 
the PKK/YPG terrorist organization.

I would also like to express that we remain 
committed to our goal of full membership 
to the European Union. If the European 
Union wants to become a global player, it 
must first win over Turkey. Turkey’s mem-
bership should not be sacrificed to the am-
bitions of a few countries. Despite all, we 
continue to seek full membership with a 
positive agenda as we did for the past half-
century. We want to provide the convenien-
ce our people deserve by quickly meeting 
the remaining six criteria for Visa Liberali-
zation. In this context, our Judicial Reform 
Strategy will also be a very important step. 
I believe that the Parliament will take ne-
cessary steps regarding the judicial reform 
packages when the new legislative term be-
gins.

We expect the European Union to start ne-
gotiations for the updating of the Customs 
Union and to remove political obstacles re-
garding the opening of the chapters for ne-
gotiation. We also place great importance 
on the fulfilment of the promises made to 
our country regarding Syrian refugees. So 
far, none have been fulfilled.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

We are in close cooperation with Russia 
on a wide range of issues, including Syria, 

trade, energy, tourism and defense. We are 
nearing the completion of the TurkStream 
project which will transport Russian natu-
ral gas to Europe through our country. God 
willing, we will start using the pipeline by 
the end of this year. The construction of the 
Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant is also procee-
ding as planned. We made significant prog-
ress towards a lasting solution in Syria with 
the Astana Process which was conducted 
with the participation of Iran. We preven-
ted a great tragedy in Idlib with the Sochi 
Agreement. The preparations for the estab-
lishment of a Constitutional Committee are 
almost complete. God willing, we will soon 
hear good news on this subject.

We also place special emphasis on the pe-
ace, welfare and security of our neighbor, 
Iraq. We have proven that we are loyal fri-
ends to the Iraqi people by standing with 
them even in the worst of times. We clearly 
demonstrated the importance we attach to 
the territorial integrity and stability of Iraq, 
not only in words but also with our actions.

We will root out the PKK scourge 
from Iraqi territory

We express the challenges faced by our 
Turkmen brothers on every occasion. I 
send my greetings to the Turkmens in 
Iraq and assure them that Turkey will, as 
always, stand with them. We will reopen 
our Consulates in Mosul and Basra soon. 
We conveyed our request to open Consu-
lates in Kirkuk and Najaf to the Iraqi aut-
horities.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

235234

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

Our colleague Osman Köse who was wor-
king in the Erbil Consulate was martyred 
in a heinous attack. I pray that Allah will 
have mercy on him and offer my condo-
lences to his family, colleagues and his lo-
ved ones. We did not let the death of our 
martyr go unavenged thanks to the efforts 
of our intelligence unit, the Iraqi central 
administration and the Northern Iraq Re-
gional Administration. We either caught 
or eliminated all of the perpetrators of this 
terrorist act with a successful operation. 
We are determined to root out the scour-
ge of PKK from Iraqi territory. Operation 
Claw in Northern Iraq continues to be suc-
cessfully conducted in line with our goals. 
We share similar views with the Iraqi and 
Iranian governments regarding the fight 
against terrorism.

The policy of maximum pressure on Iran 
harms the economies of Turkey and other 
countries in the region. So far, unilateral 
sanctions have had no effect other than 
punishing civilians. We believe that sanc-
tions will not work in Iran and that prob-
lems will only be solved through dialogue. 

The Palestinian issue remains the bleeding 
wound in our region. Moreover, the issue 
is further fueled by unilateral actions. Re-
cently, the vision of a two-state solution 
which is the only guarantee for lasting pe-
ace in the region has been under unprece-
dented threat. In addition to Israel’s policy 
of unlawful occupation, persecution and 
destruction, interventions by some exter-
nal actors undermine the hopes for peace. 
The establishment and recognition of an 

independent and sovereign Palestinian 
State based on 1967 borders with East Je-
rusalem as its capital is no longer a choi-
ce, but an obligation. No plan that ignores 
the inalienable rights of the Palestinians 
will be accepted by the international pub-
lic opinion. Turkey will continue to stand 
up for a fair and just solution regarding 
the Palestinian issue. We will never leave 
Jerusalem, our first Qibla, at the mercy of 
invaders.

The stability of the Eastern Mediterranean 
is undoubtedly important in the context of 
the security of the Middle East, North Afri-
ca and Europe. Stability in Cyprus and the 
Eastern Mediterranean is possible only if 
the rights and interests of Turkey and the 
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus are 
protected. We cannot remain indifferent 
to the attempts carried out in this region 
under the guise of drilling which amount 
to extortion and sabotage. We are deter-
mined to protect the legitimate rights of 
both our country and the rights of Turkish 
Cypriots.

We are fortifying our ties with the Turkic 
World. We will celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the Turkic Council in October in 
Azerbaijan. 

The momentum in our relations with Af-
rica continues to grow stronger. We will 
determine the roadmap for the coming ye-
ars at the Third Turkey-Africa Partnership 
Summit which will be held in 2020 in our 
country. 

We are achieving our goals in the Action 
Plan for Latin America and the Caribbean 
one by one.

The importance and weight of Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific region in our foreign 
policy grow every day. We are planning to 
implement an outreach policy for the Asi-
an region called “Asia Anew”. 

Similarly, we are closely monitoring the 
recent worrying events in Kashmir. Yes-
terday I had a phone call with the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan. We will 
try to reduce tensions by talking to Prime 
Minister Modi of India as well.

We will continue to support stability and 
prosperity in the Balkans as well as their 
process of integration to Euro-Atlantic ins-
titutions.

You must protect the Turkish 
communities wherever you serve

Dear Friends,

The attacks in New Zealand and Sri Lan-
ka this year clearly demonstrate the re-
ach of terrorism and radicalism. Likewi-
se, the atrocious acts that took place in 
the United States yesterday and the day 
before exposed the bloody face of racist 
terror to the whole world. The misconcep-
tion of sorting out terrorists according to 
their color, ideology or ethnic identity 
should be abandoned. Neither the Brei-
vik Massacre in 2011 which claimed the 
lives of 77 people nor the Christchurch 

savagery where 52 brothers and sisters 
were martyred spurred awareness with 
respect to the Neo-Nazi threat. We must 
fight against the PYD/YPG, FETO or the 
Neo-Nazi terrorist organizations in the 
same way as we fight against Daesh. 

Citizens of our country lost their lives 
in racist murders that took place in So-
lingen and NSU. Today, more than six 
million of our people live abroad. We re-
ceive news of attacks on the workplaces, 
masjids and the homes of our citizens 
in Europe almost every day. Defending 
the rights and fair treatment of our pe-
ople abroad is the most important duty 
you have as the representatives of our 
government. We must make every effort 
to prevent racist attacks and find the per-
petrators. As with the NSU murders, we 
must not allow anyone to trivialize such 
racist acts by calling them names like 
“the kebab murders”. 

It is very important for Turkish commu-
nities to participate, as equal citizens, in 
the political, social and economic life of 
the countries they reside in while preser-
ving their native language, religion and 
culture; it is important to be integrated 
without being assimilated. I want you to 
protect the Turkish communities in the 
countries you serve, to deal with their 
problems and make them feel that they 
are truly the citizens of the Republic of 
Turkey. You need to strengthen your 
communication with Muslim minorities, 
our kin and all groups that feel an affi-
nity towards our country.
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I expect to see your efforts for the manifes-
tation of justice in the case of the elected 
President of Egypt President Mursi who 
died in the courtroom before the eyes of 
the world and for the case of journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi. We cannot live in a world 
which watched Mursi struggle for 25 mi-
nutes in front of the judges as he died in 
agony. Those who prevented his wife from 
going to his burial must not have received 
their share of humanity. These two events 
are a litmus test for the international com-
munity. The conscience of the people will 
not be satisfied until the mystery surroun-
ding Mursi’s martyrdom is solved and tho-
se responsible for the Khashoggi murder 
are brought to justice. It is not our inten-
tion to make enemies or create animosity 
on account of these matters. Our position 
rests clearly on principles; we believe in Al-
lah, justice and righteousness. I expect our 
distinguished ambassadors to base their 
actions on a vision and perspective built 
upon these values.

We will take steps to make our country the 
center of important gatherings, conversati-
ons, discussions and the focus of new ideas 
in the coming years for the global political 

and economic circles. Your efforts will of 
course be critical in this process. The de-
dicated efforts of our diplomats opened 
new horizons for our country in the last 
17 years. Turkish foreign policy has grown 
stronger and more reputable. Our joint ef-
forts combined with the efforts of the bu-
siness community led to record-breaking 
levels of exports in the history of our Re-
public. God willing, we will continue to bu-
ild on this momentum. We will definitely 
achieve the dreams and goals of Turkey.

With these thoughts, I would like to conc-
lude my words. I hope that the 11th Am-
bassadors Conference will serve the best 
interests of our country. As the representa-
tives of our State and the President abroad, 
I believe that you will overcome every obs-
tacle both in the field and at the table with 
your experience, competence, dedication 
and sense of duty. I kindly request that you 
convey the message of sincere friendship 
and brotherhood to the countries where 
you serve and their people.

I wish you success in your work. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon us 
all. All the best.

Our country is becoming a
major player in aviation and 

space technologies

MAKS 2019 International Aviation and Space Fair Opening
Moscow, Russia | August 27, 2019

My Dear Friend President Putin, Distingu-
ished Participants,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I am pleased to 
be here and to address you at the opening 
of the MAKS 2019 International Aviation 
and Space Fair. I would like to offer my 

thanks to President Putin for his kind hos-
pitality once again.

We consider MAKS 2019 to be one of 
the leading fairs in its field. You may also 
know that we have a fair called IDEF which 
holds its 14th installment later this year. 
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Similar to MAKS 2019, we organize the 
TEKNOFEST Aviation, Space and Techno-
logy Festival which focuses specifically on 
young people. The festival received more 
than 550 thousand visitors when it was 
first held last year. We expect to see more 
than one million people in this year’s event 
which will be held between September 17-
22, 2019. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to invite the people of Russia as well as 
President Putin to our festival.

We are taking important steps in aviation 
guided by the principle of “the future is in 
the skies”. Turkish Airlines has one of the 
largest flight networks in the world. Our 
airports are among the biggest in Europe 
in terms of passenger capacity. Turkish 
Airlines flies to 258 cities in 124 countri-
es. This year, we launched the first phase 
of the Istanbul Airport which is one of the 
biggest airports in the world. God willing, 
it will host 200 million passengers annu-
ally once it becomes fully operational.

We are also becoming a major player in de-
fense, aviation and space technologies. Tur-
kish Aviation and Space Industry is one of 
the fastest growing aviation companies in 
the world and it increases its exports each 
year. Total exports of our defense and avi-
ation industry reached two billion dollars 
at the end of 2018. Our New-Generation 
Basic Trainer Aircraft HÜRKUŞ was gi-

ven a “Type Certificate” by the European 
Aviation Safety Agency on July 11, 2016. 
Our T-129 ATAK helicopter is an aircraft 
sought after by many countries. We made 
significant progress in a short space of 
time in manufacturing manned and un-
manned aerial vehicles as well. We are pro-
ud of TF-X, the Fifth Generation National 
Fighter Jet project. We displayed an exact 
replica of our aircraft at the Paris Aviation 
Fair in June and presented our progress in 
this project.

Distinguished Guests,

The sincere and close dialogue we have 
with Russia is based on our long-standing 
common history and our deep-rooted and 
multilateral cooperation. We receive a re-
cord number of tourists from Russia every 
year. We expect approximately 6 million 
Russian tourists to visit our country this 
year. Our trade volume is 25 billion dollars 
and our goal is to reach 100 billion dollars. 
I believe that the synergy we will develop 
with Russia in the field of aviation and spa-
ce technologies will help strengthen our bi-
lateral relations even further. 

As I end my remarks, I would like to extend 
my thanks to my dear friend President 
Putin for his hospitality. I wish the MAKS 
2019 International Aviation and Space 
Fair every success and greet you with res-
pect and affection.

We expect the United States
to support us in establishing 

safe zones

Meeting with the United States Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross and the 
Accompanying Delegation of Businesspeople | Ankara | September 10, 2019

Distinguished Secretary, Esteemed Rep-
resentatives of the Turkish and American 
Business Community, Distinguished Gu-
ests, 

I greet you with respect. Welcome to Tur-
key and to the Presidential Complex. 

I received representatives from the Ame-
rican Turkish Council and the American 
Chamber of Commerce in February. I am 
pleased to be addressing business leaders 
from the American business community 
for the second time this year. I see this visit 
as a strong demonstration of our commit-
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ment to develop economic and commer-
cial cooperation between our countries. 
Turkey and the United States have a de-
ep-rooted alliance based on shared values 
and mutual interests. This alliance has ex-
perienced its fair share of challenges and 
difficulties over the years. However, each 
obstacle we had to overcome reinforced 
our relations further. I believe that we will 
reinforce our relations even further with 
this meeting today.

We have a sincere and good dialogue with 
my friend President Trump. We are in clo-
se contact regarding regional and bilate-
ral issues. I hope that we can crown this 
close dialogue with a visit by President 
Trump to our country in the near future. 
We also have close cooperation in politi-
cal, economic and military affairs at every 
level. Each meeting we hold illustrates 
the benefits of developing our relations 
for both countries. I am confident that 
we will conclude our talks today with the 
same feelings. 

Dear Friends,

Despite the ongoing crises and conflicts in 
our region, Turkey maintains its stability 
and grows stronger economically and po-
litically. Our country has the 13th largest 
economy in the world and the fifth largest 
economy in Europe according to purcha-
sing power parity. Our entrepreneurs ope-
rate in almost every country and region in 
the world. The individuals and organizati-
ons investing in our country are also very 
diverse. This is all due to the fact that our 

country is a very attractive destination for 
investment and in terms of ease of doing 
business.

Our trade volume of 20 billion dollars 
with the United States is far below our 
true potential. We agreed to increase our 
trade volume to 100 billion dollars in our 
most recent discussion with President 
Trump. We also started taking concrete 
steps to realize this goal. I believe that 
our meeting today will make a significant 
contribution to the development of our 
economic relations. The fact that Presi-
dent Trump sent the Secretary here soon 
after our phone conversation shows how 
keen and determined we both are to de-
velop our economic relations. I have no 
doubt that this process will be carried out 
with great success under the leadership of 
Mr. Ross, who is himself an experienced 
investor.

We are ready to provide all kinds 
of support to American investors 
looking to invest in our country

We also talked about initiating the Free 
Trade Agreement negotiations with my fri-
end President Trump. Relevant ministers 
and secretaries in our countries will start 
working on that as soon as possible.

We attach great importance to American 
investors who create added value and jobs 
in our country. There are more than 1,800 
American companies currently operating 
in our country. Total direct investments to 

Turkey originating from the United States 
between 2002-2018 is nearly 12 billion 
dollars. Of course, these numbers are not 
enough. We would like to have more Ame-
rican companies invest in our country and 
benefit from the incentives we offer. We 
are ready to provide all kinds of support to 
all American investors looking to invest in 
our country. 

Dear Businesspeople,

The calls we make to foreign investors are 
not rhetorical or simply a declaration of 
good will. We offer a strong foundation 
and many competitive advantages. First, 
Turkey is a center of production and logis-
tics in its region. Our location makes direct 
access to markets in the Mediterranean, 
the Caucasus, Central Asia, Europe and the 
Middle East possible. No other country in 
the world offers such easy access to Africa, 
Asia and Europe at the same time. It is pos-
sible to reach more than 60 countries with 
a four-hour flight from Istanbul. Our yo-
ung and highly educated population, busi-
ness culture and infrastructure are among 
our most crucial advantages. For this rea-
son, many global investors prefer to enter 
new markets with Turkish business part-
ners. Changes in the global economy make 
it possible for the center of gravity in pro-
duction to shift to new centers. Turkey is 
on its way to become one of these centers 
by virtue of its close relations with impor-
tant regions such as Europe, the Balkans, 
the Mediterranean and the Black Sea Ba-
sin, the Middle East, North Africa, Cauca-
sus and Central Asia. Moreover, we made 

significant investments to strengthen the 
strategic importance of our country over 
the past 17 years.

We improved both the quantity and the 
quality of our schools. We are now able to 
provide healthcare for the whole region in 
addition to our own citizens. We have the 
most extensive and effective social secu-
rity and healthcare network in the world. 
We increased the length of our divided 
highways to 26 thousand 750 kilometers 
by building an additional 20 thousand 663 
kilometers, and our highways to 2 thou-
sand 875 kilometers by building an addi-
tional 1,161 kilometers. We built 1,213 ki-
lometers of the first-ever high-speed train 
tracks; 30 new airports, bringing the total 
number of airports in our country to 56; 
and extensive rail transport networks in 
our cities. We continue to invest in energy 
as well. Our contractors carry out huge 
projects all around the world. We incre-
ased our export volume from 36 billion 
dollars to 170 billion dollars. We increased 
our exports to the record level of 117 billi-
on dollars in the first 8 months of this year 
while the ratio of exports to imports inc-
reased to 86 percent. Long considered the 
soft underbelly of the economy, the current 
account deficit has been greatly reduced. 
We aim to host 50 million tourists in our 
country this year.

The Turkish economy maintains its vitality 
despite the growing global economic reces-
sion. For international investors, Turkey 
is still an important center of attraction. 
Our dynamic market structure and ability 
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to integrate with global systems make our 
country one of the most important emer-
ging economies going forward. We would 
like to see American investors benefit from 
all these opportunities created by our eco-
nomy.

We attach great importance to 
our cooperation with the United 
States in Syria

Dear Guests,

As we focus on developing our economy, 
we are also making every effort to prevent 
regional issues from affecting the whole 
world. Today, our country hosts nearly 5 
million people with different status from 
all over the world, including 3.6 milli-
on Syrians. This figure exceeds 9 million 
when the people on Syrian territory whom 
we protect and provide for are also coun-
ted. Thus, we protect all of Europe, starting 
with our allies in NATO. However, it is im-
possible for our country to shoulder anot-
her wave of migration from Syria. On the 
other hand, the attacks in Idlib that grow 
increasingly frequent as of late make this a 
very real possibility.

A lasting solution to the refugee crisis is 
possible only by establishing safe zones in 
Syria. As my friend President Trump also 
mentioned, Daesh has been defeated in 
Syria. Right now, the biggest threat against 
our country, our region and the return of 
Syrian refugees comes from the terrorist 
organization PKK and its offshoot the YPG. 

This organization which conducts ethnic 
cleansing, forces people to abandon their 
homes and threatens the lives and property 
of Turkish citizens must be eliminated. In 
this context, we attach great importance to 
our cooperation with the United States in 
Syria. 

We are in the process of taking steps to 
secure the Syrian territory between the 
east of the Euphrates and the Iraqi border. 
My proposal to President Obama during 
his term was to establish a safe zone in the 
region immediately. Unfortunately, I did 
not receive any response from President 
Obama during his time in office. No safe 
zones were created despite his initial po-
sitive response to my proposal. I offered 
the same thing to President Trump and he 
also responded positively. In fact, he con-
tinues to state that he is in favor of safe 
zones. So, we must start working on this 
as soon as possible. Safe zones will help 
us overcome issues relating to refugees 
and irregular migration and facilitate our 
fight against the terrorist organizations in 
the region. Therefore, we started to work 
on establishing safe zones with these go-
als in mind. We expect the United States 
to support us, in a way that befits our alli-
ance, in our fight against terrorism and in 
establishing safe zones to ensure the safe 
return of refugees. 

It is very disturbing to see that nearly 50 
thousand truckloads of weapons, equip-
ment and ammunition were sent to the 
terrorist organizations in the area. Who 
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are these weapons used against? Turkey, 
of course. As a strategic partner of the 
United States, we cannot accept this state 
of affairs.

We are also saddened to see disproportio-
nate reactions to the steps we take to en-
sure Turkey’s security. Similarly, we expect 
your cooperation in fighting against the 
terrorist organization FETO, which targe-
ted Turkish democracy on the night of July 
15. The ringleader of this terrorist organi-
zation currently lives in a 400-acre com-
pound in Pennsylvania along with the rest 
of their members. From there, he manages 

160 countries around the world. We have 
been discussing this issue for a long time 
and we will continue to bring it up. 

Your support to our country in these mat-
ters is of great importance. I believe that 
the progress we will make in our bilateral 
trade and investments will support the de-
velopment of our relations in other areas 
as well. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
welcome our guests to our country once 
again and hope that our meeting will yield 
beneficial results.

We took important decisions 
that plant the seeds of hope for 

a political solution in Syria

Ankara Trilateral Summit Joint Press Conference
Ankara | September 16, 2019

My Dear Brother President Rouhani, My 
Dear Friend President Putin, Esteemed 
Members of the Delegations from all three 
countries, Distinguished Members of the 
Press,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I would like to 
welcome our guests to our country once 

again. We are delighted to be hosting you 
in our country on the occasion of the Anka-
ra Summit organized as part of the Astana 
Platform.

This is our fifth meeting on ending the cri-
sis in Syria. We discussed the conflict in 
Syria extensively with President Rouhani 
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and President Putin at the Trilateral Sum-
mit. I believe that bilateral and trilateral 
meetings and the talks between delegati-
ons have been very fruitful. 

At the Summit, we took important deci-
sions that plant the seeds of hope for a 
political solution in Syria. We also recon-
firmed our agreement on protecting the 
territorial integrity and political unity 
of Syria. We emphasized that supporting 
terrorist organizations under the pretext 
of fighting against Daesh is unacceptable. 
We reviewed our efforts for peace in the 
region, the safe return of refugees and a 
political solution to the crisis. 

Rising tensions in Idlib was on our agen-
da today. Unfortunately, nearly one tho-
usand civilians in Idlib have been killed 
in ground and air strikes since April. 
Hundreds of thousands of people who 
were forced to flee their homes multiple 
times were displaced once again as a re-
sult of these attacks. We cannot remain as 
a bystander while another humanitarian 
tragedy affecting 4 million people unfolds 
across our border. Such a dangerous deve-
lopment will have an impact not only on 
our country, but also for Europe. 

Our obligations under the Sochi Agree-
ment were also on our agenda today. We 
emphasized the importance of fully imp-
lementing the agreement. We also high-
lighted the need to take concrete measu-
res for the safety of civilians and military 

personnel from the guarantor countries 
in the region. We are hoping to see positi-
ve developments in the region on the issu-
es we agreed upon at this Summit. 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

Another important item on our agenda 
was the establishment of the Constituti-
onal Committee. Our approach was cons-
tructive and flexible in determining the 
members and the procedures of the Cons-
titutional Committee; we are trying to 
contribute positively to the political pro-
cess. However, this committee could not 
be established as a result of issues which 
mostly arise from the regime. In our con-
sultation today, we agreed on accelerating 
our efforts to ensure that the Constitutio-
nal Committee begins to work as soon as 
possible.

We also had an opportunity to discuss the 
situation in the east of the Euphrates. This 
is of critical importance for the political 
unity and territorial integrity of Syria as 
well as our national security. More than a 
quarter of Syria is currently occupied by 
a separatist terrorist organization. This 
organization persecutes the people in the 
region by forcefully recruiting children 
and adults, conducting ethnic cleansing 
and confiscating property. The heinous 
attack on a hospital in Al-Rai yesterday is 
the most recent example of their brutality. 
As of now, the threat of Daesh in Syria has 
been completely eliminated. The biggest 

remaining threat for the future of Syria 
is the PKK and its offshoot the YPG/PYD. 
There can be no peace in Syria or in our 
region until the PKK/PYD is eliminated.

It is clear that Turkey cannot 
bear the burden of refugees 
alone

I informed President Rouhani and Presi-
dent Putin about our progress on creating 
a safe zone in the east of the Euphrates. 
I reiterated that we will not tolerate the 
existence of a terrorist organization along 
our Syrian border. I also mentioned the 
possibility of establishing a settlement for 
refugees in this area. I highlighted the im-
portance of building places for refugees 
to live where they can cultivate the land. 
Our ultimate goal is to protect the terri-
torial integrity of Syria by establishing a 
peace corridor in the north. To that end, I 
expressed to both of my counterparts that 
we will start implementing our operati-
ons if we fail to reach an agreement with 
the United States in two weeks. 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

We host 3.6 million people who ran away 
from the conflict in Syria. We made count-
less sacrifices in this regard over the past 
eight years and we continue to do so. Sin-
ce the beginning of the crisis, we stated 
that the solution to the problem of migra-
tion must be sought within Syrian terri-

tory. 360 thousand refugees already retur-
ned to the 4-thousand-kilometer square 
area that we cleared from terrorists with 
Operations Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch. They can now live in peace in the-
ir homeland, send their children to school 
and benefit from the healthcare services 
we provide.

It is clear that Turkey cannot bear the bur-
den of refugees alone. And it is impossible 
for our country to shoulder another wave 
of refugees. We must now focus on retur-
ning the Syrian refugees to their own co-
untry safely and of their own accord. The 
peace corridor in the east of the Euphra-
tes will be a safe haven for refugees. We 
believe that at least 2 million Syrian refu-
gees in our country can be settled there. 
In fact, we can increase the number of re-
turning refugees up to 3 million if we can 
extend the safe zone as far as Deir ez-Zur 
and Raqqa. This will enable the majority 
of Syrian refugees, especially those in Tur-
key, to live in their own country without 
becoming a burden to anyone. We can 
build new settlement areas for our Syri-
an brothers and sisters with the support 
of the international community. Turkey is 
prepared to assume responsibility in this 
regard. 

We would like to cooperate with Russia, 
Iran and other members of the internatio-
nal community to facilitate the voluntary 
return of Syrian refugees. We recently 
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took an important step in this respect. We 
started an initiative with Iraq, Lebanon 
and Jordan to organize an international 
conference on helping Syrian refugees re-
turn to their country. We expect all of our 
friends to support our initiative.

Finally, I hope that the Ankara Summit 
will contribute to our collective efforts to 

restore peace, security and stability in 
Syria.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to thank President Rouhani who expres-
sed his wish to host the next Summit in 
the coming months in Iran and invite him 
to deliver his speech.

Turkey stands by the 
persecuted and the oppressed 
regardless of their nationality

Turkish American National Steering Committee Meeting
New York, USA | September 22, 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Esteemed Citi-

zens, Distinguished Members of the Ame-

rican Islamic Community, Dear Young Pe-

ople who represent our hope and future, 

Honorable Ladies,

I greet you all with my warmest regards.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you. 
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I am very happy and excited to address our 
brothers and sisters, citizens and kin who 
traveled from all over the United States to 
New York to be here today. I thank the Tur-
kish American National Steering Commit-
tee for making today’s gathering possible.

Today, we bring you the sincere regards of 
your friends, families and brothers in Tur-
key. We bring the affection of your countr-
ymen in Ankara, Antep, Hatay, Mardin, 
Rize and Diyarbakır. We bring the gree-
tings of Istanbul, the beautiful city that was 
entrusted to us by Mehmet the Conqueror, 
where cries of “Allah-Akbar” have been ec-
hoing for the past 566 years. We bring the 
longing of every single one of the 82 mil-
lion citizens of the Republic of Turkey to 
New York. I would like to thank every sing-
le one of our brothers and sisters, friends 
and citizens in this hall for their sincerity, 
affection and loyalty. Likewise, I offer my 
heartfelt gratitude to the valuable mem-
bers of the Islamic community in America 
who embraced us with affection today.

Today, we are among brothers and sis-
ters from Africa, Asia, Latin America and 
the Middle East who settled in the United 
States. The Leader of the Muslim Allian-
ce in North America and the founder and 
imam of the New York Brooklyn Al-Taqwa 
Mosque, Siraj Wahhaj, mentioned in his 
speech that he was proud to be black. We 
embrace the hadith of our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh), “There is no superiority of white 
over black, nor of black over white, except 
by piety.” Therefore, our understanding is 
deeper than skin color. The color of one’s 

skin does not matter to us. The only thing 
we care about is to be as close to Allah as 
possible; such is our belief... Among us to-
day, we have brothers and sisters from Pa-
lestine who have been longing for their ho-
meland for decades. We have students who 
“made the hijra” to the United States from 
thousands of kilometers away, embracing 
the hadith “Seek knowledge even if you 
have to go as far as China”. We have our sis-
ters who embody the Muslim identity with 
their activism and dignity. I extend my gre-
etings to each and every one of you.

Rights will not be granted unless 
we ask for them

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We love one another for Allah’s sake and 
meet only to fulfill His purpose. We may 
be of a different race, language or culture, 
but we are united in our belief in the same 
religion, Prophet (pbuh) and Holy Book. 
Although we may have different passports 
and nationalities, we share the same Qib-
la. That is because we are members of the 
Muslim ummah of 1.7 billion people. Our 
differences can never detract us from our 
brotherhood and love. We may be separa-
ted by thousands of kilometers, but our he-
arts all face the same direction. We share 
a common civilization and a common his-
tory. In our common history, we have the 
Golden Age, Baghdad, Al-Andalus; we have 
the magnificent civilizations of Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East. We have Al-Biruni, 
Al-Farabi, Rumi, Ibn-Sina and many others 

who singlehandedly shaped the course of 
humanity. No one can cast a shadow on our 
brotherhood which spans thousands of ye-
ars. Nor can they divide us into Shia and 
Sunni, black and white or Arab, Turkish, 
Kurdish and Farisi. No one can sow discord 
in our hearts which all face the Kaaba five 
times a day because we are believers in the 
same Creator and say amen to the same 
prayers. 

No obstacle is too great to overcome as 
long as we maintain our brotherhood and 
our fondness for each other. For this rea-
son, Muslim Americans must act in unity 
regardless of their ethnicity or nationality. 
The better the coordination, unity and so-
lidarity among you, with Allah’s help, the 
easier it will be for our community to over-
come the challenges we face. Otherwise, 
we will be forever doomed to live out a des-
tiny that was written for us by outsiders, 
as we have experienced many times in the 
last two centuries. No one will give us the 
rights that we deserve if we do not ask for 
them and protect our honor.

I observe that the Muslim American com-
munity is becoming better at acting in 
unity and cooperation. I am also pleased to 
hear about the steps taken by the Members 
of Congress on the visibility and represen-
tation of Muslims. God willing, Turkey will 
continue to support you in your endea-
vors. The Diyanet Center of America which 
we inaugurated in 2016 is a source of pri-
de not only for our citizens, but also for all 
Muslims in America. We see that our cen-
ter has quickly become a place where Mus-

lim Americans gather, unite and rekindle 
their ties of brotherhood. We are pleased 
to have met such an important need. We 
hope and desire that centers like this one 
befitting the Muslim community will inc-
rease in number across the United States.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

You faced an incredibly difficult test in the 
aftermath of the attacks on 9/11. You en-
dured different forms of oppression, injus-
tice, and policies of otherization that were 
very similar to what we experienced in our 
country in multiple coup attempts. There 
were times when places of worship were 
seen as threats and people faced discrimi-
nation because of their name, appearance, 
clothes, beliefs, the type of beard they grew 
or the fact that they wore a hijab. However, 
you have never once strayed from the path 
of law, justice and democracy in your fight 
against injustice. Allah ordains in our Holy 
Book that, “There can be good in what you 
think is evil and there can be evil in what 
you think is good”. Every challenge, if in-
terpreted correctly, may be an opportunity. 
Allah, in his infinite mercy, has turned the 
incredibly difficult period following 9/11 
into a blessing for all Muslim Americans.

Once their rights and freedoms were rest-
ricted, the Muslim community discovered 
civil society engagement and politics. They 
witnessed firsthand the extent of what 
they could achieve when they act in unity 
and solidarity. They realized the importan-
ce of having their own means of commu-
nication outside the existing channels to 
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be able to inform the public correctly. This 
test revealed our weaknesses as well as our 
strengths. Praise be to Allah; the Muslim 
Americans community is in a much better 
position than it was before 9/11 politically 
and economically as well as in terms of 
civil society engagement and moral high 
ground.

The pervasive indifference 
towards Islamophobia must end

Indeed, “The effects of a flood persist long 
after the final drop of water has dried.” 
Unfortunately, 9/11 left behind a terrible 
legacy. The clash of civilizations and ri-
sing racism, marginalization, xenophobia 
and Islamophobia are some aspects of this 
bitter legacy. Today, we see that prejudice 
against Muslims is becoming increasingly 
prevalent around the world and especi-
ally in Western communities. We witness 
indecent, immoral and inhuman insults 
and attacks on our Prophet (pbuh). Terro-
rist organizations that have nothing to do 
with Islam or any human value are being 
used as an excuse to restrict our rights 
and freedoms. Terror attacks by murde-
rous gangs such as Daesh, Boko Haram, 
Al-Shabaab and FETO hurt us and pro-
vide opportunities for Islamophobes to 
demonize Muslim communities. Yet the 
people killed by these organizations in 
Syria, Iraq, Somalia, Nigeria, Turkey, Afg-
hanistan and in other Islamic countries 
are almost exclusively Muslims. Muslim 
are forbidden to harm the life, blood, pro-
perty and honor of Muslims. 

If this is what our religion dictates, how 
can these people who commit such atroci-
ties claim to be Muslims? Is it possible to 
call them Muslims? Do their actions have 
anything to do with Islam at all? Definitely 
not. The lives of our brothers and sisters 
are ruined by these organizations who act 
as the subcontractors of imperialists. We 
know that those who ravage our region 
for their own gain and send truckloads of 
weapons to terrorist organizations to pro-
tect their selfish interests are responsib-
le for shedding Muslim blood. However, 
those who miss no opportunity to lecture 
others on democracy, justice and human 
rights are unfortunately blind to such at-
rocities. Those who defend their rights ve-
hemently play the ostrich when it comes 
to the rights and freedoms of Muslims.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The heinous terrorist attack in Christ-
church has painfully revealed the extent 
of Islamophobia. 51 brothers were mart-
yred during Friday Prayers by a killer who 
was driven mad by his longing for the Cru-
sades and his hatred of Muslims. Previo-
usly in 2015, three of our children were 
shot and killed by a racist in their homes 
in Chapel Hill. In 2017, six Muslims lost 
their lives in an attack on a mosque in Ca-
nada. I pray that Allah will have mercy on 
our martyrs and offer my condolences to 
the people of New Zealand and the Mus-
lim community.

Unfortunately, a new attack has been ad-
ded to the long list of attacks targeting 

our community. Our New Haven Diyanet 
Mosque was set on fire on May 12, 2019. 
The fire seriously damaged the mosque, 
but Praise be to Allah, nobody was killed 
or injured. As the President of the Repub-
lic of Turkey, I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank the Muslim American 
community for their quick response and 
for contributing to the repair of the mos-
que. The terrorist attacks in New Haven 
and Christchurch should be a wakeup call 
for everyone, especially the security for-
ces and politicians. The pervasive indiffe-
rence towards Islamophobia must come 
to an end. We can no longer afford to igno-
re rising Islamophobia, xenophobia and 
the hatred against refugees in Western 
countries. Neo-Nazi organizations are as 
big a threat for humanity as Daesh today. 
Our determination to fight these organi-
zations of evil must match the determina-
tion we had when fighting Daesh and Al-
Qaeda. Otherwise, we will never prevent 
racist attacks against Muslims fully.

I would like to express one fact clearly. I 
would like those who want to trap us in 
ghettos to really grasp this historical fact. 
The Muslim community never had prob-
lems coexisting with other religious com-
munities in its history. All ancient Islamic 
Centers including Al-Andalus, Istanbul, 
Damascus, Cairo, Timbuktu and Jerusa-
lem have been home to many religions. 
Today, all Islamic cities remain as places 
where non-Muslims can freely practice 
their faith. We do not show animosity to 
a person because of his religion, ethni-
city, race or the color of his skin. Anyone 

acting to the contrary has clearly strayed 
from the path of our “Prophet of Mercy 
and Compassion” and the spirit of Islam.

Racism and discrimination have no place 
in Islam. Nor do arrogance, envy or dis-
dain. Muslims do not consider themselves 
superior to others because of their sect, 
background or position. They do not turn 
their back on their brothers or stab them 
on their back. Muslims do not attack or 
show disrespect towards the life, property 
and honor of others simply because they 
believe in a different religion.

No threat can deter us from 
defending the rights of our first 
Qibla, the Holy Site of Jerusalem

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As our beloved Prophet (pbuh) said, “Mus-
lims are like the limbs of a body”. Like 
limbs in the body that feel each other’s 
pain, it is our duty to be aware of the prob-
lems facing us around the world. Therefo-
re, we share the pain and suffering of our 
brothers in Kashmir, Arakan and Palesti-
ne. We feel the pain of our Syrian brothers 
regardless of where they are in the world. 
We cannot say, “I choose to ignore this”; 
we simply cannot. It is our duty to stand 
with each other. He who remains silent in 
the face of injustice is the devil. No Mus-
lim can remain indifferent to persecution. 
We will speak out against every injustice, 
persecution and oppression we see, even 
if the rest of the world remains silent. We 
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feel the suffering of a child in Syria or an 
orphan in Gaza, the pain of fathers in Ye-
men, Somalia and Arakan who cannot find 
a piece of stale bread to feed their children 
and the challenges facing our brothers and 
sisters in Kashmir deep within our heart.

Turkey has always stood by the persecuted 
and the oppressed regardless of their na-
tionality throughout its history. Turkey is 
the most generous country in the world in 
terms of aid as a ratio of GDP. With this un-
derstanding, we took care of 4 million pe-
ople who fled from Syria and we continue 
to host 3.6 million of them in our country. 
We opened our hearts to the innocent pe-
ople from Syria when the rest of the world 
shut the door in their face. We act as an-
sar for 5 million refugees who are running 
from conflict, famine and persecution. We 
host as many Syrian refugees as half of 
New York City’s population. We spent app-
roximately 40 billion dollars for them.

At the same time, we provide humanita-
rian aid to our brothers and sisters in Ye-
men who are trying to survive amidst a 
dirty war. We will continue to support the-
se innocent people even if the rest of the 
world does not. Though some people are 
unhappy about it, we will continue to seek 
justice for the journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi and the former President of Egypt, Mo-
hammed Mursi.

Let me be clear: no power or threat can pre-
vent us from defending the rights of our 
first Qibla, the Holy Site of Jerusalem. The 
cause for Jerusalem concerns not a hand-

ful of Muslims in Palestine; it represents 
the dignity, honor, and the sacred heart of 
1.7 billion Muslims. Jerusalem is a cause 
for all Muslims. This is why we reiterate 
that “Jerusalem is our red line” on every 
occasion. We are determined on this front 
because we believe that defending Jerusa-
lem is defending peace, humanity, justice 
and independence. Our opinion about tho-
se who turned Gaza into an open-air prison 
is no different than our opinion about the 
Holocaust.

To us, Mohammed Dura is no different 
than Rachel Corrie who stood up against 
oppression. In our world, there is no dis-
tinction between Anne Frank who fell vic-
tim to anti-Semitism and our brothers and 
sisters who were murdered by Neo-Nazis. 
We never made the mistake of comparing 
our suffering with that of others and we 
never will. We will continue to defend jus-
tice and speak the truth with our princip-
led and consistent foreign policy.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is our sincere desire for the Turkish 
American community to play a greater role 
in politics and increase its representation 
at the state and federal level. We are clo-
sely following your recent achievements in 
this regard and hope that you continue to 
build on this momentum. We attach great 
importance to your active participation in 
politics in the United States so that Turkish 
Americans have a greater say in decision-
making mechanisms; such participation 
will also contribute to Turkish American 

relations. However, our community must 
act in unity and solidarity to achieve this 
goal. Otherwise, our efforts and achieve-
ments are doomed to remain at an indivi-
dual level. On this point, we will continue 
to fulfill our responsibility in a way that 
befits our alliance and strategic partners-
hip with the United States. I follow with 
great pleasure and support your efforts to 
inform the American public about our app-
roach in this matter.

You must explain the true face of 
FETO to your American friends 
without ever giving up

You are all aware of the true nature of FETO 
by now. This organization exploited the go-
odwill of our people in the name of aid, ser-
vice and education for 40 years, and built 
an international network of crime that has 
spread to 150 countries around the world 
like poison ivy. As you know, their leader 
is managing this organization from a 400-
acre compound in Pennsylvania. FETO has 
no scruples in terms of exploiting sacred 
values and principles. Lies, slander and 
deception have become their character. 
We are determined to unmask this terro-
rist organization that martyred 251 Tur-
kish citizens on the night of July 15. We 
will not let this go until every single coup 
plotter who shed the blood of our people is 
held accountable before a court of law. We 
have taken and will continue to take ne-
cessary steps to put an end to the activities 
of FETO in the United States and insist on 
the extradition of its ringleader. You must 

constantly explain the dark side of FETO to 
your American friends, including the atro-
cities they committed in Turkey, the blood 
they spilled, and the lives they took.

Dear Young People, Valuable Citizens, as 
I end my remarks, I would like to express 
my thoughts and feelings as follows:

We in Turkey will be only as happy, pea-
ceful and strong as you will be here. Your 
problems are our problems. Your pain is 
our pain. Your challenges are our challen-
ges. And your success is our success. We 
overcame many difficulties through our 
solidarity. Praise be to Allah, we achieved 
what we could only dream about a decade 
or two ago. We learned from our defeats 
and eventually achieved victories. All we 
need to do is to never lose hope. We must 
always stand in unity and solidarity. So 
long as we act as one body, one heart and 
one brotherhood, praise be to Allah, there 
will be no obstacle too great to overcome. 

I would like to end my speech with a poem 
by el-Hajj Malik el-Shabazz (Malcolm X). 

“Love a friend.

Fight for love. 

Express your love again. 

Cross the line.

Tell the truth.

Make a plan. 

See the light of hope. 
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Challenge a dogma. 

Use your fear. 

Drop a tear. 

Explore the map. 

Get even with traitors. 

Pull your weight. 

Pull some more. 

Fight for love. 

Express your love again. 

Cross the line.”

Indeed, I believe that our youth in particu-

lar will take these words to heart. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-

ughts, I wish you and your families health, 

peace and prosperity. I thank the Turkish 

American National Steering Committee 

for organizing today’s meeting. Please con-

vey the greetings of my nation and myself 

to our brothers and sisters in your cities.

Thank you very much. May Allah bless 

you. All the best.

Tell your counterparts on every 
platform about the true colors of 

the heinous FETO supporters

TÜRKEN Foundation Dinner | New York, USA | September 23, 2019

Distinguished President of the TÜRKEN 
Foundation, Distinguished Members of 
the Board of Trustees, Esteemed Guests, 
Dear Students,

I greet you with my deepest regards. I wo-
uld like to express how pleased I am to be 
among you once again one year later. I wo-

uld like to extend my gratitude to all who 
have contributed to making this gathering 
possible. We have students from other co-
untries as well as from Turkey here with us 
today. I would like to welcome our brothers 
and sisters and thank them for accepting 
our invitation and honoring our gathering 
with their attendance. 
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TÜRKEN represents the deep-rooted his-
tory of charitable foundations of our civi-
lization in the United States. TÜRKEN was 
founded only five years ago, but it quickly 
became a source of pride and joy for us in 
the United States, thanks to our mutual 
efforts. The TÜRKEN Foundation makes 
us proud with its work in various fields 
of education and its projects. I would like 
to congratulate each and every one of my 
brothers and sisters who supported and 
contributed to these efforts. May Allah 
bless them all. God willing, I believe that 
TÜRKEN will continue to raise the bar of 
success in the future.

Dear Young People,

You all know very well how important 
education is for us. I take every opportu-
nity to reiterate that, as the vanguard of 
the future, young people must receive a 
good education. In addition to their main 
area of study, it is crucial that young peop-
le cultivate themselves in various domains 
including foreign languages, social deve-
lopment projects, politics and civil society. 
With the exception of a few professions, 
specializing in one field is no longer suffi-
cient in this day and age. We observe that 
the most sought-after people are experts 
in their own field with knowledge in other 
walks of life. Organizations like TÜRKEN 
provide ecosystems that allow you to gain 
life experiences and enable you to contri-
bute to other people’s lives as well as your 
own. Your task here is to make the most of 

these opportunities for your future and for 
the future of our country.

As the state, we work hard to improve the 
current education ecosystem for all young 
people. In the last 17 years, we completely 
revamped the system of education in our 
country. We established new universities 
and strengthened their academic capacity. 
We moved from a uniform system of edu-
cation which formatted young minds and 
thereby destroyed their aspirations, to a 
more libertarian, innovative and reformist 
system. We made it possible for successful 
students to study abroad. Currently, we 
have about 1,600 graduates, post graduate 
and doctoral students studying abroad on 
scholarships provided by official instituti-
ons. The total number of students studying 
abroad is around 3 thousand including 
students who receive scholarships from 
businesspeople and civil society. 

We transformed Turkey into a hub for 
education for students from friendly and 
brotherly geographies. There are approxi-
mately 168 thousand foreign students in 
Turkey who are either self-funded or on a 
Türkiye Scholarship. We welcome students 
from almost all countries. Our goal is to 
increase the number of international stu-
dents studying in Turkey to 350 thousand. 
God willing, we will soon be among the top 
5 countries hosting the highest number of 
foreign students. 

Young people must uphold their 
national and moral values as 
they continue their education

Of course, achieving these goals is also 
contingent upon the efforts of foundations 
such as TÜRKEN in addition to the efforts 
of the state. Therefore, I would like you to 
know that I fully support and attach great 
importance to the efforts of TÜRKEN. It is 
crucial that our youth uphold their natio-
nal and moral values while continuing the-
ir education. When the construction of the 
TÜRKEN student dormitory in Manhattan 
with a capacity of 200 students is comple-
ted by the end of 2020, Turkish and foreign 
students will be provided with even better 
living conditions. The construction of the 
Turkish House across the street from the 
United Nations is moving ahead swiftly. 
When the construction of the Turkish Hou-
se is complete, it will be a very special place 
with conference rooms and event areas.

God willing, we will continue to support 
your positive efforts as well. I believe that 
the knowledge, experience, know-how and 
friendships you acquire here will provide 
you with a unique perspective in every as-
pect of your lives. Remember that the grea-
test wealth in life is not to accumulate mo-
ney, but good friends and solid friendships. 
No distance is too long to travel as long as 
you have like-minded companions. There 
are no obstacles for a community united in 
their hearts, goals, faith, hopes and compas-
sion. I hope that the time you spend here 
has been fruitful and beneficial from this 
perspective as well.

We nominated a candidate 
for the Presidency of the 75th 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations

We nominated former Minister of Euro-
pean Union Affairs and current Chairman 
of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Grand National Assembly of Turkey, Am-
bassador Volkan Bozkır, to this important 
task. We are confident that Ambassador 
Bozkır who is an experienced diplomat 
and politician will successfully shoulder 
this responsibility. 

Dear Young People, 

A great person is defined by his intellec-
tual prowess. Dreams keep people alive 
and hopeful. Do not let anyone steal your 
dreams or discourage you. I expect all my 
young brothers and sisters in this hall 
to adopt this perspective in life, be self-
confident and prepare themselves for their 
future in this light. Never hand over your 
hearts and minds to someone else like 
those mankurts, those unthinking slaves, 
who bombed their own countrymen and 
women on the night of July 15. According 
to our religion, consenting to oppression 
is also a form of oppression. The identity 
of the oppressed or the oppressor does not 
change our understanding in this respect. 
I believe that you are going to adopt this 
mindset and support our country’s strugg-
le for peace and justice with our call for 
“The world is bigger than 5”.
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We should all be mindful of the fact that 
every person’s success counts. Your suc-
cess in your careers, social lives and in sci-
ence, arts, sports and politics will set an 
example for our young people and pave 
the way for future generations. Therefo-
re, I ask you to continue your efforts tire-
lessly and resolutely. 

In this country, there are many lobbies who 
have been working against our country for 
a long time. We all know very well that the 
heinous FETO supporters are trying hard to 
create bad blood between Turkey and the 
United States and fitna between Muslims. 
They relentlessly use the resources they ac-
cumulated from our people in the name of 
charity, service and education for 40 years 
to attack our country. We are determined 
to reveal the true colors of this organizati-
on which martyred 251 people on the night 
of July 15 and injured 2 thousand 193 citi-
zens. Starting with that charlatan in Penns-
ylvania, we will bring all of these murderers 
and instigators to court and hold them ac-
countable for the crimes they have commit-
ted. Our Ministries of Justice and Foreign 
Affairs are engaged in diplomacy to extradi-
te the ringleader of this organization and all 
other terrorists. I ask you to be mindful of 
this organization and tell your counterparts 
on all platforms about the true colors of the 
heinous FETO supporters.

You will shoulder the responsibility of our 
times. You are, in every sense, our future 
and hope. God willing, each and every one 
of you will rise to very important positions 
and shape the future of your countries, the 
Islamic world and even the entire world. 
You will be the ones to achieve breakthro-
ughs in technology, innovation and infor-
mation technologies. The Teknofest kicked 
off in Istanbul on Monday. Teknofest has 
been a global success. So, if there is a will, 
there is a way. 

In this hall, I see future ministers, heads of 
state and government, politicians, indust-
rialists, athletes, artists, and, God willing, 
Nobel Prize laureates. In this room, I see 
young people who will devote themselves 
to serving their countries and humanity 
with their work and efforts. I hope and pray 
that Allah will guide your path and help 
you. May Allah protect your brotherhood 
and enthusiasm. May Allah strengthen our 
fondness for one another.

I would like to thank the TÜRKEN Founda-
tion for bringing us together today.
Thank you very much.
May Allah bless you.

Given its consequences, climate 
change is a global problem that 

recognizes no borders

UN Climate Action Summit | New York, USA | September 23, 2019

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Distinguished Guests,

I would like to start by extending my heart-
felt greetings to you all.

As human beings, everything that we de-
rive benefit from is also entrusted to us. 

We are obliged to protect what has been 
entrusted to us to the best of our ability so 
that we can pass them on to future gene-
rations. Given its consequences, climate 
change is a global problem that recognizes 
no borders. The solution of global issues is 
contingent upon establishing regional and 
international cooperation mechanisms. 
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The Secretary General invited all countri-
es to shoulder some responsibility in the 
fight against climate change. Turkey acted 
on this invitation and is now co-leading 
the “Infrastructure, Cities and Local Acti-
on” working group with Kenya and UN Ha-
bitat. The working group covers a critical 
area involving the concrete impact of cli-
mate action on our daily lives.

Cities contribute more than 70% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. Turkey is aware 
that taking local action is necessary in or-
der to succeed in the fight against climate 
change. For four and a half years, I served as 
the Metropolitan Mayor of Istanbul which 
is one of the most populous metropolitan 
cities in the world. I have been serving my 
country as Prime Minister and President 
for the last seventeen years. We expanded 
the use of natural gas to replace solid fuels 
in all 81 provinces including Istanbul. 

Turkey is the leading country in its region 
in terms of renewable energy. Renewable 
energy accounts for 30% of our total elect-
ricity generation. We will increase the sha-
re of renewable energy in total electricity 
generation to 39% by 2023. 

We also work to mitigate the risks from 
natural disasters as we build climate-res-
ponsive and energy-efficient cities. With 
our Nation’s Gardens Project, we aim to 
rapidly increase our green spaces, and con-
sequently, our sink capacity. 

We are one of the few countries with incre-
asing forest cover. In the last 17 years, we 

planted more than four billion trees. We 
are planting a further 11 million trees on 
November 11. One of our 2023 targets is to 
increase the ratio of forests to total surface 
area up to 30%. 

We are also building new metro lines to 
alleviate the traffic problem in our cities 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. We 
aim to increase the share of railways in to-
tal freight transport from 5 percent to 10 
percent and from 1 percent to 4 percent in 
passenger transport. In the next 5 years, 
we will increase the total coverage of our 
high-speed train lines to 5 thousand 600 
kilometers and the total length of our ur-
ban railway systems by 50 percent.

We are extending the Zero Waste 
Project across Turkey

We implemented some historic projects 
such as Marmaray and the Eurasia Tunnel. 

We achieved significant progress in waste 
management, use of climate-friendly tech-
nology and energy resources, and in imp-
roving the quality of air, water and soil 
throughout Turkey. We were able to redu-
ce the usage of plastic bags in our country 
by three quarters with a new regulation. 
The “Zero Waste” Project launched under 
the auspices of my wife has been rapidly 
adopted in all cities and organizations. 
We are extending the Zero Waste project 
across Turkey. The zero-waste system will 
be implemented in nearly 400 thousand 
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buildings by 2023. We will increase our 
recycling capacity from 13 percent to 35 
percent.

Recently, bicycle trails have been another 
investment priority for us. We will increa-
se the coverage of bicycle trails from 1,000 
kilometers to 4,000 kilometers by 2023. 

We are implementing policies prioritizing 
climate-responsiveness and disaster resi-
lience without jeopardizing our develop-
ment goals. We are preparing specific ac-
tion plans for each geographical region in 
our country in a bid to fight against clima-
te change at the local level. We announced 
the first action plan for the Black Sea Regi-
on. We will soon publish the action plans 
for the remaining regions as well. 

I would like to take this opportunity to pre-
sent the initiatives of our working group. 

The first one is the Leadership for Urban 
Climate Investment Initiative. The second 
one is the Zero Carbon Buildings for All 
Initiative. This initiative has two main 
components. First of all, it calls for prepa-
ring roadmaps for the decarbonization of 
all new buildings by 2030 and all existing 
buildings by 2050. Secondly, it aims to mo-
bilize one trillion dollars in investments on 
a global scale by 2030. Our third initiative 
is the Climate-Friendly Transport Initiati-
ve which aims to create sustainable urban 
transport systems. 

I hope that these initiatives will yield be-
neficial results. I invite all countries to 
contribute equitably and share some res-
ponsibility within the framework of these 
initiatives. I believe that everyone will sup-
port the initiatives by the working group 
that we currently co-lead. 

Thank you very much.

Distinguished President, Esteemed He-
ads of State and Government, Distingu-
ished Secretary General, Distinguished 
Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I would like to thank Ma-

dam Espinosa for her excellent work in the 
last year. I would also like to congratulate 
Mr. Muhammad-Bande who took over the 
Presidency of the General Assembly. I hope 
that the General Assembly meeting will be 
beneficial for the world and for humanity.

What good is the United
Nations if it cannot prevent

the Israeli occupiers?

74th Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
New York, USA | September 24, 2019 
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Esteemed Delegates,

Our world faces many problems and chal-
lenges caused by injustice on a global sca-
le. Rumi, the great scholar of our civiliza-
tion, defines justice as “distributing rights 
and duties equally and giving everybody 
their due”. It is evident that neither rights 
nor responsibilities are distributed as they 
should in the world today. Injustice crea-
tes instability, power struggles, crises and 
waste. The institution we are gathered in 
today was established after World War II 
to eliminate injustice. However, the inter-
national community is losing its ability to 
develop long-lasting solutions to problems 
such as terrorism, famine, poverty and cli-
mate change that threaten its future.

I find the theme “Galvanizing Multilateral 
Efforts for Poverty Eradication, Quality 
Education, Climate Action and Inclusi-
on” for this year’s General Assembly very 
appropriate. However, it is even more im-
portant to talk about what we can do to-
gether. It is unacceptable for some parts 
of the world to live in prosperity and lu-
xury while poverty, famine and ignorance 
run rampant elsewhere. It is tragic to note 
that more than two billion people live in 
poverty and nearly one billion below the 
threshold for hunger, while a fortunate mi-
nority discusses digital technology, robots, 
artificial intelligence and obesity. We can-
not ignore the fact that none of us will be 
safe unless all of us are safe. 

For many years now, I have been stating 
from this rostrum that the fate of humanity 

cannot be left in the hands of only a few 
countries. Today, I would like to reiterate 
that “The world Is bigger than 5”. It is high 
time that we changed our thinking, insti-
tutions and rules. The inequality between 
nuclear and non-nuclear countries alone 
is sufficient to undermine global balances. 
The fact that weapons of mass destruction 
with nuclear capability are, instead of be-
ing eliminated, used as leverage in every 
crisis should be a cause for concern for us 
all. Such power should either be forbidden 
or permissible for all. Come, let us find a 
fair solution to this problem to ensure a pe-
aceful future for all mankind. 

None of us can remain indifferent to the-
se problems when 13 people die from air 
pollution every minute and global war-
ming threatens our future. We must first 
enhance the potential and effectiveness of 
the United Nations. We must immediately 
implement deep-rooted reforms, especially 
in the Security Council, that are fair and 
equitable.

The world forgot Baby Aylan 
very quickly

Turkey makes every effort to find just 
solutions to problems by embracing the 
world and humanity with its initiative-ta-
king and humanitarian vision in foreign 
policy. Therefore, it is no wonder that Tur-
key is distinguished as the most generous 
donor of humanitarian aid and the state 
that hosts the highest number of displa-
ced people. Another concrete example 

of this policy is the Third African Union-
Turkey Partnership Summit which will be 
held in our country in 2020. I invite all co-
untries in this hall to support our policies 
and initiatives which are based on justice, 
moral imperatives and conscience. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Syria has become a symbol of global injus-
tice and an issue that sears the conscience 
of mankind. The regime, terrorist organi-
zations and the powers that support the-
se organizations have been aggravating 
the crisis in this country since 2011. It is 
time to end the Syrian crisis which led to 
the deaths of approximately one million 
people and the displacement of over 12 
million, half of whom became refugees in 
other countries. 

Turkey stands to suffer most from the 
Daesh threat. This organization has tar-
geted not only our borders, but also our 
cities with suicide bombers who claimed 
the lives of hundreds of our citizens. It 
was Turkey that dealt the first and most 
serious blow to Daesh in Syria. We neut-
ralized approximately 3,500 Daesh mem-
bers with Operation Euphrates Shield and 
triggered the collapse of the organization 
in Syria. We also lead efforts to identify 
terrorists from all over the world who aim 
to join Daesh; we either bar their entry to 
our country or deport them. 

On the other hand, Turkey currently ranks 
highest in terms of per capita humanitari-
an aid. We host five million refugees who 

fled from conflict, famine and persecu-
tion. In other words, Turkey hosts more 
refugees than the population of any one 
of 29 states in the United States. 3 milli-
on 650 thousand of the refugees in our 
country come from our neighbor Syria. 
As a result, the number of Syrian refugees 
we host equals half the population of New 
York City. We spent 40 billion dollars on 
refugees in the last eight years. However, 
did Turkey receive anything? The support 
we received from the European Union is 3 
billion euros so far, but this was not cont-
ributed to our national budget. 

365 thousand refugees in our country 
have returned to the safe zones we estab-
lished in Syria. Nearly half of the Syrian 
refugees are under the age of 18. The num-
ber of Syrian children born in our country 
is approaching 500 thousand. We provide 
shelter as well as other services including 
education and healthcare to the refugees. 

The world quickly forgot about the mil-
lions of innocent people whose journey 
for survival ended either in the dark wa-
ters of the Mediterranean Sea or at the 
wire fences erected along borders. They 
quickly forgot about Baby Aylan whose 
picture I hold in my hand. Never forget 
that the same may happen to you one day 
because Baby Aylan does not represent 
one person, but thousands or even mil-
lions… We must take measures against 
such tragedies. We saved 32 thousand 
irregular migrants from drowning at 
sea in just the first eight months of this 
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year. We also sent back 58 thousand non-
Syrian irregular migrants to their count-
ries in the first eight months. 

Even so, Turkey hosts five million victims 
of conflict in its territory including refu-
gees from other regions. Unfortunately, 
we were left on our own in our selfless ef-
forts to help refugees. No returns have ta-
ken place to the regions controlled by the 
regime, PKK/YPG or Daesh in Syria. The 
only places where the return of refugees 
was possible are the safe zones created by 
Turkey. 

One to two million refugees may 
be settled in the safe zone

There are three important issues we must 
carefully address to solve the humanitari-
an crisis in Syria. 

The first is the effective and efficient ope-
ration of the Constitutional Committee, 
which we consider to be a critical process 
in terms of the territorial integrity and 
political unity of Syria. We made signifi-
cant progress on this subject together with 
Russia and Iran as a result of the decisions 
we took at the Ankara Summit earlier last 
week. The territorial integrity of Syria will 
be assured once a permanent political so-
lution is found.

The second important issue is to prevent 
possible massacres in Idlib and the con-
sequent wave of migration which could 
impact almost 4 million people. The agre-

ement we reached with Russia on this is-
sue in Sochi remains in force despite some 
setbacks. Turkey has neither the desire nor 
the capacity to receive another wave of im-
migrants. Therefore, we look forward to 
the support of all countries to Turkey’s ef-
forts for establishing security and stability 
in Idlib. 

The third important issue is the eliminati-
on of the PKK/YPG terrorist organization 
to the east of the Euphrates. This organiza-
tion occupies a quarter of Syrian territory 
and is legitimized as the so-called Syrian 
Democratic Forces. A long-lasting solution 
in Syria cannot be found until all terrorist 
organizations are treated equally. 

Our discussions with the United States 
regarding the creation of a safe zone are 
ongoing. Our intention is to initially es-
tablish a peace corridor which is 30 ki-
lometers deep and 480 kilometers long, 
and to ensure the settlement of two mil-
lion Syrians here with the support of the 
international community. The line you 
see in the picture is our border and be-
low that line is the area of the safe zone. 
We can easily settle one to two million 
migrants and refugees here once the safe 
zone is established. We can move refuge-
es from tent cities and container camps to 
the safe zone with the combined efforts 
of the United States, the coalition forces, 
Russia and Iran. Cooperation is essential 
on this matter. This is not something Tur-
key can handle alone. We can return as 
many as three million Syrians from Tur-
key, Europe and other parts of the world 

to their homeland if we stretch the depth 
of this zone as far as the Deir ez-Zur and 
Raqqa line. 

Turkey is making preparations in this res-
pect and we are determined to undertake 
this effort. We are planning to hold an in-
ternational conference within this frame-
work, led by our country and with the par-
ticipation of Lebanon, Iraq and Jordan. We 
also place great importance on the success 
of the Global Refugee Forum which will be 
co-chaired by Turkey in Geneva in Decem-
ber. We believe that the United Nations can 
organize a donors’ conference to support 
the return to the safe zones. We must also 
ensure the effective implementation of the 
Global Compact for Migration and the Glo-
bal Compact on Refugees adopted by the 
United Nations last year. 

Establishing stability and security in a fair 
and equitable manner in Syria will also 
help neighboring Iraq overcome the thre-
ats emanating from Daesh and the PKK. 
From the rostrum at the United Nations 
General Assembly, I call on the world to 
take initiative in order to put an end to 
this humanitarian crisis and support our 
efforts. 

Esteemed Delegates,

In addition to the human tragedies caused 
by the Syrian crisis, the Mediterranean ba-
sin faces other problems resulting from the 
developments in the Eastern Mediterrane-
an. The Cyprus issue remains unsolved des-
pite negotiations spanning more than 50 

years, mainly due to the uncompromising 
attitude of the Greek Cypriots. The Greek 
Cypriots are insistent on a policy that is 
not fair and equitable by refusing to share 
any political power or prosperity with the 
Turkish Cypriots. On the other hand, Tur-
key has deep-rooted historical and cultu-
ral ties with the Turkish Cypriots and is a 
guarantor based on international treaties. 
In this context, claiming that the Cyprus 
problem can be solved with zero security 
and zero guarantees is ill-intentioned. Tur-
key will continue to make every effort to 
find a solution that guarantees the security 
and rights of the Turkish Cypriots.

I ask from this rostrum at the 
United Nations: what are the 
borders of Israel?

On the other hand, we consider the energy 
resources in the Eastern Mediterranean as 
an important opportunity for cooperation 
if we adopt a win-win strategy. However, 
certain countries in the region disregard 
our reasonable approach and try to create 
issues and conflict out of energy resources 
with the unilateral steps they take. We will 
defend the legitimate rights and interests 
of both Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots in 
the Eastern Mediterranean. We will always 
be open to proposals that seek cooperation 
and a fair distribution of resources. 

Libya is another critical region in the Medi-
terranean where we are working to ensure 
security and stability as well as the estab-
lishment of a democratic government ba-
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sed on the will of the people. The political 
and economic empowerment of Libya will 
be a relief for North Africa and Europe. We 
believe that respecting the will of the Lib-
yan people is essential for a viable solution. 

The interventions in Yemen and Qatar had 
serious humanitarian and economic con-
sequences. Solving the crisis in the region 
which was reignited by the attacks on oil 
production facilities would be in the best 
interest of us all. 

The judicial process regarding the brutal 
murder of Jamal Khashoggi last year is on-
going. Turkey will continue to monitor the 
developments regarding this incident. The 
first elected president of Egypt, Moham-
med Mursi who died under suspicious cir-
cumstances in a courtroom this year, has 
become a symbol of the dire need for jus-
tice and equality in the region. The agoni-
zing death of an elected president of Egypt 
in a courtroom and the fact that his family 
was not allowed to attend his burial will be 
a bleeding wound. 

We hope that the disputes regarding Iran’s 
activities and threats directed at this co-
untry will be resolved in a rational manner 
as soon as possible. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Today, the Palestinian territories occupied 
by Israel loom large among the injustices 
in the world. Words fail to describe the in-
difference around the world when images 
of an innocent Palestinian woman being 

murdered on the street by Israeli security 
forces do not move people to action. In ad-
dition to such murders, the current Israeli 
administration violates not only interna-
tional law, but also all human values with 
the inhuman blockade of Gaza, illegal sett-
lement activities and attacks on the histo-
rical and legal status of Jerusalem. Turkey 
has a clear position on this issue. The so-
lution is to establish an independent and 
contiguous Palestinian state based on 1967 
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital. 
No other peace plan will be fair, acceptable 
and viable. 

Where is Israel exactly? What territory 
does it cover? What were the borders of 
Israel in 1947, 1949, 1967 and what are 
they now? As you can see on these maps, in 
1947 most of the land belongs to Palestine, 
no Israel. Then in 1947, Palestine shrinks, 
and Israel grows with the partition plan. In 
1967, Israel’s territory continues to grow 
larger than in 1949 while Palestinian terri-
tory shrinks. In the present day, almost all 
land belongs to Israel and there is almost 
no Palestine to speak of. Is this enough for 
Israel? No, it is not. Israel is now going after 
the rest of the remaining territory. What 
about the resolutions that the United Nati-
ons Security Council and the United Nati-
ons have passed regarding Israel? Are they 
implemented? No, they are not. Then what 
purpose does the United Nations serve? 
How can justice prevail if we cannot enfor-
ce the decisions we take? This is a problem.

I ask from this rostrum at the United Na-
tions: what are the borders of the state of 

Israel? Are they the 1948 borders, the 1967 
borders or another border? If the Golan 
Heights, the settlements in the West Bank 
and occupied Palestinian territories were 
not within the borders of Israel in the first 
place, how can they usurp these lands befo-
re the eyes of the whole world? Is the aim 
of the “deal of the century” to completely 
eliminate the Palestinian state and its pe-
ople? Are they after bloodshed?

All actors of the international community 
and the United Nations in particular sho-
uld provide concrete support to the Pales-
tinian people instead of empty promises. 
In this respect, it is very important that the 
activities of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in 
the Near East are carried out effectively. As 
always, Turkey will continue to stand with 
the Palestinian people.

Racist and Islamophobic 
tendencies are on the rise 

An important issue that must be solved to 
ensure justice and peace in the future is the 
conflict in South Caucasus. The occupation 
of Nagorno-Karabakh and the surrounding 
Azeri territory in spite of the resolutions to 
the contrary is unacceptable. 

Another problem that the internatio-
nal community cares little about is the 
72-year-old Kashmir conflict. The stability 
and prosperity of South Asia cannot be 
considered separately from the Kashmir 
issue. At the moment, Kashmir is virtually 

under lockdown despite the resolutions of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
the United Nations. Unfortunately, eight 
million people are unable to leave Kash-
mir. This issue must be solved not by conf-
lict, but in a fair and equitable manner in 
order to ensure security for the people of 
Kashmir along with their neighbors in In-
dia and Pakistan. 

The world remains indifferent in the face 
of the human tragedy facing Muslim Ro-
hingya as well. The Independent Com-
mission of Inquiry established under the 
United Nations recorded the existence of 
genocidal intent behind the events in the 
Arakan province of Myanmar. Turkey will 
continue to take initiative to ensure the 
security and fundamental rights of the Ro-
hingya and carry on with the humanitari-
an relief activities it has undertaken since 
the very first day. 

In Afghanistan, occupation, conflict and 
terrorist activities have been the order of 
the day for nearly 40 years with global ra-
mifications. The time has come for peace 
and security in this ancient region. As the 
international community, we must take 
responsibility and work together on this 
issue as well. 

Esteemed Delegates,

Rising racist, xenophobic, discriminatory 
and Islamophobic tendencies are some of 
the biggest threats to global peace and se-
curity today. Muslims are the biggest vic-
tims of hate speech, insults against sacred 
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values and discrimination. The terrorist at-
tack that took place in Christchurch, New 
Zealand last March is the most striking 
example of this situation. Acts of terrorism 
targeting Christians in Sri Lanka or Jews 
in America are just as abominable as the 
attacks against Muslims in New Zealand. 
Many are responsible for converting this 
disease into an epidemic. The list begins 
with populist politicians who seek to gar-
ner votes by provoking such trends and 
groups that normalize hate speech under 
the pretext of freedom of expression. An-
yone who approaches migrants, especially 
Muslims, with ignorance and prejudice, 
and tries to marginalize them paves the 
way for these malignant tendencies. This 
problem can only be overcome through 
our combined will and effort. 

In this context, promoting inclusiveness 
and tolerance in our discourse and taking 
concrete measures as part of our respon-
se are important duties we have as states-
men. The Secretary General announced 
the “Plan of Action to Safeguard Religious 
Sites” prepared by the Alliance of Civili-
zations which was founded as a result of 
Turkey’s initiative. We hope that this plan 
will help raise awareness on this issue. I call 
on the United Nations to declare March 15, 
the day of the Christchurch attack, as “the 
International Day for Solidarity Against Is-
lamophobia”. I also make an appeal to the 
Islamic world to engage in deep introspec-
tion with respect to divisive issues such as 
the Sunni-Shia divide that cause internal 
strife and are exploited to advance politi-
cal interests.

We are willing to assume the 
Presidency of the 75th  General 
Assembly 

Esteemed Delegates,

Turkey is the successor to the collective 
heritage of both eastern and western ci-
vilizations due to its location at the cen-
ter of the ancient world. Therefore, we 
have a duty to follow the developments 
on both sides of the world closely, assume 
responsibility and take initiative. We will 
continue to fulfill our responsibilities in 
the name of humanity because our co-
untry is directly and indirectly affected 
by all crises, including many that I did 
not mention here. If the United Nations, 
and the Security Council in particular, is 
reformed in a way that upholds justice, 
moral imperative and conscience, then it 
will once again become a beacon of hope 
for humanity. Turkey is ready to provide 
any kind of support in this context. With 
this understanding, we are willing to as-
sume the Presidency of the 75th General 
Assembly. We nominated Ambassador 
Volkan Bozkır, former Minister of Euro-
pean Union Affairs and the current Cha-
irman of the Foreign Affairs Committee 
of the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key, for this important task. We are con-
fident that Ambassador Bozkır who is an 
experienced diplomat and politician will 
successfully shoulder this responsibility. 
I believe that you will also offer him your 
full support. 
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We want to make Istanbul, our biggest city, 
which is currently home to the regional 
offices of various United Nations agencies 
into an even bigger global hub for the Uni-
ted Nations. The United Nations Techno-
logy Bank for the Least Developed Count-
ries became operational in the vicinity of 
Istanbul last year. We are also pleased with 
the positive and encouraging reaction to 
the idea of establishing a United Nations 
Youth Center in Istanbul which was a pro-
posal I made from this rostrum last year.

The Group of Friends of Mediation, which 
we co-chair, now has 59 members. We int-
roduced this initiative at the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
and the Organization of Islamic Cooperati-
on in addition to the United Nations. I beli-

eve that it is possible to find fair, equitable 
and morally acceptable solutions to every 
global issue we face. 

I conclude my remarks with the following 
wishes:

Freedom for All… 

Peace for All… 

Prosperity for All… 

Justice for All… 

A Peaceful and Safe Future for All…

I wish the success to the 74th General As-
sembly. I greet you all with utmost respect 
on my behalf and on behalf my country.

My Dear Brother Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Distinguished Ladies and Gentle-
men, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope and pray 
to Allah that our meeting will be beneficial.

I would like to start my remarks by of-
fering my condolences to the victims of 
the earthquake that occurred in the Azad 

Kashmir region yesterday. I pray that Allah 
will have mercy on those who lost their li-
ves and help the recovery of the wounded. 
As Turkey, we are ready to offer any kind of 
help that is needed. 

I would like to thank my dear friend Im-
ran Khan for organizing this event. Hate 
speech is frequently used as an instrument 
of Islamophobia, populism, racism and xe-

Muslims are the biggest
victims of hate speech 

Roundtable on Fighting Hate Speech 
New York, USA | September 25, 2019
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nophobia which are on the rise around the 
globe. Unfortunately, such rhetoric is nor-
malized, almost trivialized, every hour of 
the day on social media, in television prog-
rams and in the national and international 
speeches of politicians. We must never for-
get that hate speech preceded the perpetra-
tion of some of the biggest crimes against 
humanity such as the Holocaust, Bosnia, 
Rwanda and Myanmar. Nonetheless, the 
international community still has not lear-
ned its lesson from these painful experien-
ces each of which constitute a black mark 
in history.

The terrorist attack on two mosques in 
Christchurch on March 15, 2019 which re-
sulted in the death of 51 Muslims remin-
ded the world of the gravity of this issue. 
Undoubtedly, this incident is an expression 
of a deep-rooted animosity, obsession and 
a vicious hatred towards Muslims. I pray 
that Allah will have mercy on our martyrs 
and offer my condolences to their families 
and friends. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the people of New Zealand 
whose actions after the terrorist attacks 
were exemplary.

The terrorist act in Christchurch is neit-
her the first nor the last attack targeting 
Muslims and innocent people. Communi-
ties of Muslims and other religious groups 
have been subjected to violence, bullying 
and massacres before. In 1993, Neo-Nazis 
martyred five of our citizens unscrupulo-
usly by setting their houses on fire in Solin-
gen. In 1994, an Israeli occupier martyred 
29 Muslims and wounded another 125 

during morning prayers at the Al Khalil 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Al Khalil. In 2011, 77 
people on the island of Utoya near Oslo 
were killed by a murderer who believed in 
the supremacy of the white race. In 2015, 
three young people were shot and killed 
by a racist in their homes in Chapel Hill. 
In 2017, six Muslims lost their lives in an 
attack at a mosque in Canada.

Hate Speech should never be 
tolerated in the name of free 
speech

Unfortunately, Muslims are the biggest 
victims of hate speech, cultural racism, 
discrimination and insults against sacred 
values. Businesses, homes and the places 
of worship of Muslims are targeted by ra-
cists and fascist groups almost every day. 
Muslim women are harassed on the street, 
in the market and at the workplace simply 
because they cover their heads. Our co-
untry has 6.5 million citizens who live ab-
road, and they are affected by hate speech 
and attacks. Therefore, we cannot remain 
indifferent to this problem. I reiterate my 
condemnation of hate speech that populist 
politicians and the media try to normalize. 

Loopholes in law must be addressed and 
hate speech should never be tolerated in 
the name of freedom of speech. Doubts 
with respect to impunity for hate speech 
must be alleviated. The records and re-
ports of complaints made to the police, the 
judiciary and other relevant authorities, 
and relevant procedures must be proces-

sed transparently. This is how we can pre-
vent various pretexts from being used as a 
cover-up for crimes. 

In the context of the events in Kashmir, 
how can one defend atrocities such as the 
whipping and beating with machetes of 
young Muslims or their condemnation to 
death in India for simply eating cow meat? 
For eating cow meat! Can such a ridiculo-
us mentality and treatment be justified? 
We eat cow meat too, are we going to be 
punished as well? Are we to ask for their 
permission first? You cannot possibly ex-
pect everyone to become a vegetarian. This 
is not how one preaches freedom of belief 
or freedom of thought. This is not how my 
faith works, even if theirs might operate in 
this way. Why do they not respect my beli-
ef when I respect theirs? There are people 
who eat pork in my country. We never once 
asked them, “Why are you eating pork?”, 
nor will we ever do so. Why? Because their 
faith allows it and so they are free to eat. It 
is none of our business. However, it is not 
possible to understand this other version 
of freedom of belief. 

The position of India in Kashmir is incomp-
rehensible. Kashmir is now almost like an 
open-air prison. I cannot begin to imagine 
the kinds of bloody acts that will take place 
in the region in the future. 

The Indian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
their ambassador in our country state that 
they do not agree with Turkey’s position on 
Kashmir. Are they implying that we need 
to ask for advice or permission from the 

authorities of another country before we 
determine our policy with respect to the 
developments in that country? Does this 
practice actually exist? It is impossible to 
accept or explain such an approach in glo-
bal politics.

Dear Friends,

Education is the first step in combatting 
hate speech which feeds on ignorance. All 
state institutions have important duties in 
this regard. Concrete initiatives underta-
ken by states bilaterally as well as by regio-
nal and global international organizations 
must be rendered more effective. The di-
rector is here... We founded the Alliance of 
Civilizations to overcome these problems 
and to resist a clash of civilizations. We 
said, “If the Alliance of Civilizations succe-
eds, we will prevent such things from hap-
pening.” Right now, the developments in 
Kashmir do not bode well. We must bolster 
our initiatives especially at the United Na-
tions, the Council of Europe and the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation and adopt 
a result-oriented approach. The Secretary 
General launched the Plan of Action to Sa-
feguard Religious Sites prepared by the Al-
liance of Civilizations. We support the idea 
of creating a database at the United Nati-
ons regarding hate speech. Furthermore, 
we recommend creating a platform at the 
United Nations where victims of hate spe-
ech can swiftly file complaints and such 
complaints may be monitored.
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Associating Islam with terrorism is 
an immoral slander 

Turkey will continue to lead the efforts 
against rising Islamophobia, racism and 
hate speech. During our Presidency of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation Sum-
mit, we conducted important work to pro-
mote cooperation on these issues. 

As my brother Imran just stated, the West 
has repeatedly insulted our beloved Prop-
het (pbuh) in writing and visually. We pa-
tiently stood up to these actions. Further-
more, we never once uttered a bad word 
about Jesus (pbuh), Moses (pbuh) or David 
(pbuh). Like our Prophet, they too are holy 
to us and we respect them. We expect the 
same from the rest of the world. No one can 
defame our religion with phrases like “Isla-
mic terror” or “Islamic terrorism”. In Ara-
bic, the word Islam comes from the word 
‘silm’. “Silm” means peace; Islam is a religi-
on of peace. Associating a religion of peace 
like Islam with terrorism is immoral, it is 
slander. This is simply unacceptable. Every 
religious group has terrorists among them. 
Can we sully the religion itself because of a 
few individuals? Religion is one thing and 
terrorism is another. As in other issues, we 
are fighting against such slander and will 
continue to do so in the future.

After the terrorist attack in New Zealand, 
we took important initiatives at the Orga-
nization of Islamic Cooperation and the 
United Nations. We have to work toget-
her as states, international organizations, 
technology companies, educational insti-

tutions, the media and non-governmental 
organizations to take necessary steps in 
order to eradicate this problem.

In the same way, we are determined to take 
necessary measures in Jammu Kashmir 
as soon as possible in order to protect the 
rights of the Muslims living there and to 
ensure free entry and exit for them.

In fact, I find the developments in Kashmir 
similar to what is happening in Palestine 
right now. Are the people in Palestine allo-
wed to leave? No, they need the permissi-
on of the State of Israel. I would like to end 
my remarks with one final example. I went 
to Israel as Prime Minister. My wife and I 
had to wait in the car for half an hour as we 
crossed from the Israeli side to Palestine. I 
did not understand why I had to wait. I was 
in Tel Aviv for an official visit at the time. 
I was going there from Tel Aviv when this 
incident occurred. I always refer to this in-
cident and I will always do so in the future. 
This is the attitude Israel adopts towards 
heads of state and prime ministers. The do-
ors are open for whom they like but shut 
for the others. They preach freedom with 
words but not with deeds. 

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to thank the organizers of this 
event which addresses these fundamental 
issues.

We are making progress in our 
relations with the United States

10th Turkey Investment Conference Organized by the US-Turkey
Business Council | New York, United States | September 26, 2019

Distinguished Representatives of the Tur-
kish-American Business Community, Dis-
tinguished Entrepreneurs, Distinguished 
Leaders of non-governmental organizati-
ons, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to greet you with my warmest 
regards. I am very pleased to be with you on 
the occasion of this very meaningful event 
organized by the US-Turkey Business Co-

uncil. I would like to thank the US-Turkey 
Business Council for hosting this event. I 
hope that this meeting will yield beneficial 
results for investors from both countries.

You have been working hard to strengthen 
the ties between Turkey and the United 
States. Both countries have benefited from 
your endeavors. These are critical times 
where many developments that are of gre-
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at concern for our country are taking place 
concurrently. Current events have shaken 
the parameters of the global order and 
had an impact on international relations 
as well as the business community. Trade 
wars create greater uncertainty and cause 
significant damage to the economies of de-
veloping countries. The global debt stock 
of 250 trillion dollars clearly indicates the 
dire state we are in. Turkey believes that 
the world’s two largest economies will act 
responsibly. We hope that disagreements 
will soon be resolved within the frame-
work of the established practices of the 
World Trade Organization. I believe that 
this timely meeting provides us an oppor-
tunity to better understand one another 
and draw a more accurate picture of the 
Turkish economy.

Dear Guests,

Turkey and the United States have a strong 
and comprehensive strategic alliance ba-
sed on mutual interests. Although we have 
had differences of opinion during the co-
urse of our relationship, our partnership 
always prevailed. Recently, Turkish-Ame-
rican relations were tested quite seriously 
once again. However, we are now making 
progress in our relations thanks to the 
close dialogue and communication betwe-
en myself and my dear friend President 
Trump. As two leaders, we want to focus on 
the positive agenda items between our co-
untries. One of those positive agenda items 
is to bring our economic and trade relations 
to a level that will reflect the true potential 
of our countries. In our meeting with the 

President, we agreed on a goal of 100 billi-
on dollars in bilateral trade. We decided to 
diversify our cooperation in energy, cons-
truction, tourism and textiles where our 
countries have a relative advantage. Public 
officials and private sector representatives 
from both countries are working hard to 
achieve this goal. In this context, I believe 
that the report prepared by the US-Turkey 
Business Council will shed light on what 
needs to be done to achieve this goal. 

Our goal is to increase our trade 
volume with the United States to 
100 billion dollars

A few weeks ago, our country hosted the 
Secretary of Trade, Mr. Ross, who is also an 
experienced investor. Secretary Ross met 
with our Ministers as well as the represen-
tatives of the private sector. Together with 
him, I received the representatives of vari-
ous American companies with significant 
investments in our country. At the moment, 
more than 1,800 American companies ope-
rate in Turkey in a broad range of fields 
including technology, food, health and in-
formation technology. Investments by these 
companies in Turkey currently exceeds 50 
billion dollars. Foreign direct investments 
from the United States to Turkey in the last 
17 years was around 12 billion dollars. On 
the other hand, total investments by Tur-
kish companies in the United States is al-
most five billion dollars. 

Turkey recorded a 5.2 percent increase in its 
total export volume in the last 12 months, 

reaching 170 billion dollars. In the first 8 
months of this year, we increased our ex-
ports to a record level of 117 billion dollars 
while the ratio of exports to imports increa-
sed to 86 percent. Long considered the soft 
underbelly of the economy, the current ac-
count deficit has been greatly reduced. 

The United States is our fifth largest tra-
ding partner in exports and fourth largest 
trading partner in imports. However, as the 
leader of global trade, the United States re-
gisters only 21 billion dollars in trade vo-
lume with Turkey, which falls short of our 
expectations. I believe that we can swiftly 
reach 100 billion dollars in trade through 
the joint efforts of our governments, your 
support and the strong will by the two Pre-
sidents.

However, we must first iron out a problem. 
Countries aiming to improve their trade 
relations do not introduce barriers to their 
trade. Therefore, we want the United States 
to reevaluate and lift some of the sanctions 
it has imposed on our country. Decisions 
on extra tariffs on our steel and aluminum 
exports and Turkey’s removal from the Ge-
neralized System of Preferences must be 
reversed. Turkey should also benefit from 
the exceptions extended to other countries. 
Furthermore, we expect the United States to 
exempt Turkey from the measures it plans 
to implement in the future. After all, we are, 
first and foremost, strategic partners.

I also believe that initiating negotiations on 
the Free Trade Agreement will be beneficial 
in terms of reaching our trade volume tar-

get. Such an agreement would contribute 
to the development of trade and economic 
relations between our countries. Further-
more, the agreement would also benefit 
Turkish and American companies because 
it will pave the way for doing business in 
neighboring countries and third countries 
through joint projects.

Distinguished Guests,

Since the coup attempt on July 15, there is 
an ongoing campaign borne out of malevo-
lence and prejudice aiming to misrepresent 
the facts about the Turkish economy. Howe-
ver, Turkey continues to be an island of sta-
bility amidst the global recession as well as 
the security concerns and political and hu-
manitarian crises on its borders. The macro 
indicators and foundations of the Turkish 
economy are strong and sound. More than 
215 billion dollars received in foreign di-
rect investments in Turkey since 2002 is a 
testament to this fact. The Turkish economy 
maintains its vitality despite the global eco-
nomic recession that is becoming more tan-
gible and pressing with each passing day. 
For international investors, Turkey is still 
a very important and attractive place to in-
vest. In 2018, direct investments to Turkey 
increased by 13 percent and reached 13 
billion dollars even as direct investments 
declined by 13 percent globally in the same 
year. Compared to the previous year, we mo-
ved up four places in the list of 199 countri-
es that received the highest amount of fore-
ign investments in 2018. In this period, the 
United States was the sixth largest direct 
investor in our country.
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The United States contradicts 
itself by welcoming those who 
made an attempt on democracy

Turkey is the 13th largest economy in the 
world and the fifth largest economy in Eu-
rope according to purchasing power parity. 
We remain determined to make our co-
untry more attractive especially in terms 
of ease of doing business and infrastructu-
re investments. Turkey moved up 30 pla-
ces in the World Bank Ease of Doing Busi-
ness Index in the last 10 years. We received 
46 million tourists in 2018 and moved up 
two places in global rankings to become 
the world’s sixth most favored tourism des-
tination. This is a record-breaking year for 
tourism. We expect the number of tourists 
to exceed 50 million in 2019. We moved 
from a current account deficit to a current 
account surplus, thanks in part to our suc-
cess in the tourism industry.

Our banking industry is an important sec-
tor thanks to its technology infrastructure 
and resilience to shocks. The Turkish ban-
king industry has a capital adequacy ratio 
of 17.7 percent, which is well above the in-
ternational standard of 8 percent.

In the last 17 years, Turkey has managed 
to grow its economy and distribute greater 
prosperity more equitably while simul-
taneously repelling attacks against its de-
mocracy. The coup attempt on July 15 was 
one of the biggest terrorist attacks targe-
ting Turkish democracy. This heinous coup 
attempt cost the lives of 251 citizens and 

failed miserably in the face of our nation’s 
tenacity and resistance. For the last three 
years, we have been trying to eliminate 
this organization and hold the coup plot-
ters accountable before courts of law. Our 
fight against FETO will not cease until we 
bring all perpetrators before the courts. 

However, it pains our nation and the famili-
es of our martyrs to see that the ringleader 
of FETO lives in Pennsylvania as if nothing 
has happened, despite plenty of evidence 
shared with the authorities. As a country 
claiming to be a beacon of democracy and 
freedoms, the United States contradicts it-
self by welcoming those who made an at-
tempt on democracy. I would like to once 
again reiterate that we are still waiting for 
the American authorities to take necessary 
steps on this issue. 

I would also like to preach caution to the 
distinguished representatives of the priva-
te sector about this organization, which is 
involved in tender rigging, money launde-
ring, forging documents, illegal collection 
of donations and bribery. This organiza-
tion manages 180 charter schools in the 
United States and uses 800 million dollars 
paid by the taxpayer for its illegal activi-
ties. We need your support to unveil the 
dark side of FETO. 

Distinguished Representatives of the Tur-
kish-American Business Community,

Turkey will continue to improve the invest-
ment environment without making any 
concessions on democracy and the free 
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market economy. We will continue to intro-
duce legislation to raise investor confiden-
ce and help us attract more foreign invest-
ment. Turkey offers a stable economic and 
commercial gateway for doing business in 
Europe, the Caucasus, the Middle East and 
North Africa. Today, Turkish Airlines has 
the largest flight network in the world with 
flights to 125 countries, 313 cities and 316 
airports. Turkey has gained further strate-
gic importance as a result of our mega in-
vestment projects including the Istanbul 
Airport where the first phase was inaugu-
rated last year. Furthermore, we have a yo-
ung and qualified work force.

As a result, Turkey offers an ideal invest-
ment environment with great opportuni-
ties. We host a foreign company wishing 
to invest in Turkey almost every day. Our 
institutions and the investment promotion 

agency in particular provide them with all 
the support they need. We would like Ame-
rican companies to take advantage of the 
incentives we offer to international inves-
tors. Our doors are wide open to investors 
aiming to invest, create added value and 
provide employment in our country. 

I believe that a bright future awaits us in 
all aspects of our bilateral relations inclu-
ding in the economy if we act in accordan-
ce with our long-standing track record as 
partners and allies. We want to build and 
share this bright future with you. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
reiterate that all of our institutions are re-
ady to provide the support you need.

I would like to once again thank you and 
extend my warmest regards to all of you. 
All the best.

We aim to increase our trade 
volume to five billion dollars

Turkey-Serbia Business Forum | Belgrade, Serbia | October 7, 2019

My Dear Friend the President, Esteemed 
Ministers, Distinguished Representatives 
of the Business Community, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I would like to greet you all with my dee-
pest regards. I am pleased to visit Serbia to 
mark the 140th anniversary of our diplo-
matic relations two years after my last visit 

in 2017. At the outset, I would like to thank 
President Vučić for his kind invitation and 
excellent hospitality. I hope that this visit 
and our meetings will be productive and 
beneficial for our countries.

We have strong ties with Serbia that are 
deeply rooted in history. There are many 
words in common in Turkish and Serbian 
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and we both have poems and folk songs 
about this beautiful region, the Balkans. 
I would like to point out that few count-
ries are lucky enough to have so much in 
common. Serbia is a friend and a key co-
untry to uphold peace and stability in the 
Balkans. This visit with my ministers and 
the leading representatives of the Turkish 
business community is an indication of the 
importance we attach to our relations with 
Serbia. I know that President Vučić and the 
Serbian authorities share the same views 
in this regard.

Recently, we achieved tremendous mo-
mentum in our bilateral relations with Ser-
bia. We exchanged numerous high-level 
visits. The first meeting of the High-Level 
Cooperation Council organized during the 
visit of President Vučić last year was a new 
milestone in our bilateral relations. The 
second Council Meeting was organized 
during this visit. The council mechanism 
allows us to meet regularly to address the 
items on our agenda, make decisions, and 
most importantly, assess the outcomes of 
prior decisions. We also established com-
mon mechanisms between the two count-
ries such as the Joint Economic Commis-
sion and the Joint Commission for Road 
Transportation. We also supported the fo-
undation of the Turkish-Serbian Business 
Association. 

Dear Friends,

There is one point I would like to emphasi-
ze here. If there is a will, there is a way. No 

hurdle is too large to surmount as long as 
we have determination and resolve. I know 
that Turkey and Serbia possess a strong 
will to further improve bilateral relations 
in all areas. Our recent achievements are a 
true manifestation of this strong will. Ho-
wever, there is so much more that we can 
do together. We would like to deepen, di-
versify and extend the cooperation betwe-
en our countries in new areas. As a matter 
of fact, we are already reaping the benefits 
of these efforts. We revised the Free Trade 
Agreement signed between Turkey and 
Serbia in 2010 in accordance with the ne-
eds of both parties. The agreement entered 
into force last June. We expect this agre-
ement to accelerate our bilateral trade in 
telecommunications, finance, transporta-
tion, e-commerce and agriculture as well 
as in goods. Our bilateral trade volume has 
increased 200 percent since we signed the 
Free Trade Agreement in 2010. In 2018, 
we broke a record and reached 1.2 billion 
dollars. We reached 819 million dollars in 
the first 8 months of 2019. I believe that 
we will break a new record this year. God 
willing, our aim is to increase this figure to 
two billion dollars in the short term and to 
five billion dollars in the long term. There 
is no doubt that all of us, and the business 
community in particular, have the ultima-
te responsibility to achieve this target. We 
are ready to do our part as the presidents 
of the two countries. We also expect the bu-
siness community to engage in this effort.

Our investments will create eight 
thousand jobs in Serbia

Dear Friends,

Today, we held a one-on-one meeting with 
President Vučić and talks between our de-
legations, which were all very productive. 
We signed nine bilateral agreements on 
culture, family, defense, science, industry 
and technology, security and supporting 
SMEs. Serbia offers a host of opportunities 
to our investors with a central and strate-
gic location in the Balkans, its investment 
environment, affordable and qualified 
human capital and incentives. Mutual in-
vestments with Serbia are also growing in 
addition to our trade volume. Our invest-
ments will create about eight thousand 
jobs in Serbia. Many Turkish companies, 
including those in the textile and garment, 
automotive parts, machinery, banking and 
tourism sectors have invested in Serbia. 
We also know that the number of Turkish 
companies operating in Serbia increased 
from 130 in 2015 to 800 now. Turkish in-
vestments in Serbia leaped from 1 million 
dollars in 2011 to 200 million dollars in 
2018. 

Tomorrow, we are going to collectively ina-
ugurate six plants operating in the textile, 
automotive and machinery supply indust-
ries. We will also conduct the groundbre-
aking ceremony of a plant. These will add 
new golden links to the chain of Turkish 
investments in Serbia. 

The contracting sector is another domain 
where we can further improve our coope-
ration. Our contractors have successfully 

completed mega projects including air-
ports, metro lines, highways, bridges, tun-
nels, industrial plants, natural gas and oil 
refineries, energy plants and mass housing 
projects in different parts of the world. 
They now want to put their substantial 
experience into use in Serbia with infrast-
ructure and superstructure projects. Our 
contracting companies have 17 ongoing 
projects in Serbia with a value of 395 mil-
lion dollars. Of these projects, 15 will be 
completed in 2018 or later. Construction 
of the Belgrade-Sarajevo Highway Project 
will begin with the bridge groundbreaking 
ceremony which will be held in Sremska 
Rača tomorrow. The value of the first stage 
of the project which will strengthen econo-
mic, cultural, social and trade relations in 
the region is 250 million dollars.

As my dear friend President Vučić rightly 
said, this is not merely a highway project; 
this is a peace project in every respect. 
Officials and the Taşyapı company are 
working on technical aspects with their 
counterparts. We also started working on 
the rehabilitation of the roads in the regi-
on of Sanjak in Serbia. I must underline 
the contributions made by my dear friend 
President Vučić in realizing these success 
stories. The President supports our compa-
nies and personally deals with their prob-
lems. I would like to offer my gratitude to 
His Excellency for his sincere support on 
behalf of my country and the Turkish busi-
ness community. I believe that his support 
will continue in the future.
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Distinguished Guests,

Tourism is another area where Turkey and 
Serbia can further improve their relations, 
given the abundance of historical sites and 
natural beauties in the two countries. The 
number of incoming tourists from Serbia 
increased by 53 percent and reached a re-
cord number in 2018. As a result, we hos-
ted 225 thousand Serbian tourists in our 
country. On the other hand, more than 97 
thousand Turkish tourists visited Serbia. I 
think that this figure will increase further 
this year.

Before I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to appeal to the business communities of 
both countries. We consider our joint visi-
on with Serbia as a great opportunity for 
the region. Let us strengthen the econo-
mic dimension of our relations together. 
As presidents and governments of the two 

countries, we will always stand by our bu-
sinesspeople and entrepreneurs. President 
Vučić and I are ready to provide you with 
all the support you need. I invite the dis-
tinguished Serbian entrepreneurs to take 
more advantage of the decades-long expe-
rience that our country offers. We expect 
the business communities of the two co-
untries to cooperate and develop projects 
that will make full use of the potential of 
our countries.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to extend my gratitude 
to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Serbia and the Foreign Economic Relati-
ons Board for organizing this event.

I hope that the meeting will pave the way 
for new cooperation, projects and invest-
ments for our countries and I greet you 
with my deepest regards.

Turkey will continue to
increase its investments

in Serbia

Groundbreaking and Collective Opening Ceremony in Serbia
Belgrade, Serbia | October 8, 2019

My Dear Friend President Aleksandar 
Vučić, Distinguished Chairman of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Mr. Željko Komšić, Distinguished Mem-
bers of the Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Mr. Šefik Džaferović and 
Mr. Milorad Dodik, Distinguished Inves-

tors, Distinguished Members of the Press, 
Dear Guests,

I would like to extend my greetings and 
warmest regards to you all.

Today marks a historic moment for our 
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countries. We are proud to have comple-
ted 12 projects all of which are very im-
portant. I am very happy to be among 
you on such an important occasion. The 
meeting that paved the way for the Belg-
rade-Sarajevo Highway Project was held 
in Istanbul in 2018 with the participati-
on of my dear friend President Vučić and 
Mr. Izetbegović, who was at the time a 
Member of the Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. We made great efforts to 
realize the “Peace Project of the Balkans” 
after that meeting. I would like to thank 
my dear friend President Vučić, my dear 
friend Mr. Komšić and the distinguished 
members of the Presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina for their continued support 
to this project.

Today, we are laying the foundations of a 
bridge that will stand on the Sava River 
as a symbol of friendship. We believe that 
the Taşyapı company will realize this pro-
ject in the best way and as soon as possib-
le. I believe that this Turkish company will 
complete the project before the deadline. 
From engineers to workers, all who cont-
ribute to this project have undertaken a 
huge responsibility. 

Dear Guests, 

Our historical and cultural heritage is 
our shared wealth. Each structure erec-
ted on these lands is a monument to our 
solidarity and cooperation. We will build 
the future together with the inspiration, 
strength and courage we draw from our 

history. Turkey will continue to do its part 
to embrace our shared cultural heritage. 
The restoration by TİKA of the “Ram Fort-
ress”, which is a pearl on the Danube, is 
the most recent example of our efforts. I 
believe that this magnificent example of 
our shared cultural heritage will contribu-
te to the tourism potential in the region.

Today, we are also holding the groundbre-
aking ceremony for the Novi Pazar-Tutin 
Road Project which will be rehabilitated 
by the same Turkish company. I would 
like to thank my dear friend President 
Vučić and the ministers who have suppor-
ted this project which will facilitate trans-
portation from the Sanjak region to other 
regions and boost economic and commer-
cial dynamism. Šemsudin Kučević, the 
former Mayor of Tutin, sadly passed away 
after a tragic accident on the Novi Pazar-
Tutin Road, shortly after my visit in 2017. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
pay tribute to my dear brother Šemsudin 
Kučević and extend my condolences to 
his family and friends as well as the peop-
le of Tutin; may he rest in peace.

Today, we are also opening the Novi Pazar 
branch of the Justice Academy of the Sup-
reme Court which was constructed and 
equipped by TİKA and the Valide Sultan 
Mosque in Sjenica which was restored 
also by TİKA. We believe that our Bos-
nian brothers and sisters in Serbia make 
important contributions to the future of 
their country and to our bilateral relati-
ons. We hope that our investments will be 
beneficial for the people of this region.
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Turkey’s sole aim is to uphold 
peace and prosperity in the 
Balkan

Dear Guests,

Distinguished Members of the Press,

Turkey will continue to increase its invest-
ments in Serbia. Today, we are here to offi-
cially inaugurate the Flex Academy, Bertex 
Textile and Söylemez Kauçuk plants; the 
additional facilities of Teklas Automoti-
ve and Jeancı Textile; and Yurtday textile 
plant which will start operating at full ca-
pacity very soon. We are also holding the 
groundbreaking ceremony of the Feka au-
tomotive plant on the occasion of my visit.

Turkey’s sole aim is to uphold peace and 
prosperity in the Balkans. These lands 

witnessed great suffering and its consequ-
ences in the last quarter of a century. We 
must never allow such horrors to happen 
again. We must build our future together 
and see our differences as our wealth ins-
tead of a reason for conflict. We must de-
epen our cooperation in all areas and seek 
ways to increase the number of our joint 
projects. Today, we are holding the ope-
ning and groundbreaking ceremonies of 
our investments, which are a testament to 
the value Turkey that attaches to its relati-
ons with the Balkan countries. We are all 
proud of these projects and God willing, I 
am confident that we will undertake new 
ones in the future.

I would like to once again thank my dear 
friend President Vučić for his hospitality. 
I hope that all of these joint projects will 
be beneficial for our countries and for 
our region.

We must adopt a principled 
stance against terrorism

3rd Conference of the Speakers of Parliament
Istanbul | October 11, 2019

Distinguished Speakers and Deputy Spea-
kers of Parliaments, Esteemed Members of 
Parliament, Dear Friends,

I would like to greet you with my deepest 
regards. Welcome to Turkey and Istanbul. 

I hope that the 3rd Conference of the Spe-
akers of Parliament on Countering Terro-
rism and Strengthening Regional Connec-

tivity will yield beneficial results for our 
countries and for the world. I believe that 
the 2019 Istanbul Declaration will enhance 
our cooperation on countering terrorism 
and strengthening regional connectivity 
further to the 2017 Islamabad Declaration 
and the 2018 Tehran Declaration. 

Global and regional cooperation are vital in 
shaping the future of societies. Turkey has 
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meticulously focused on enhancing coope-
ration to achieve peace and prosperity. We 
have always attached importance to the ge-
ography represented by the parliamentary 
delegations here. The greatest civilizations 
of humankind emerged and flourished in 
this geography and made their way to the 
rest of the world. We consider peace, se-
curity and prosperity of this ancient geog-
raphy as the key to world peace. Unfortu-
nately, most of this ancient geography has 
had to endure pain and misery for a long 
time. The problems we endure are not the 
inevitable fate of our geography. It is up to 
us to put an end to this state of affairs and 
reclaim our glorious past. We can make 
our common heritage the guiding north 
star of humankind once again. To do this, 
we must first reach a consensus on terro-
rism which is being used to shame and 
stigmatize our geography. I believe that 
the Conference of the Speakers of Parlia-
ment is a very important initiative in this 
respect. I have no doubt that our countries 
will nurture such a vision if embraced by 
parliaments as the highest representative 
bodies of their respective peoples. 

Distinguished Guests,

Terrorism is the plague of this century. A 
great many domestic and international 
hostilities as well as many other problems 
are stoked using terrorism as a pretext. 
Most of the destruction, atrocities and suf-
fering in our geography have taken place 

not because of wars between countries and 
societies, but due to terrorism. Almost all 
countries represented here have suffered 
from terrorism and paid a very high price. 

We expect our friends to support 
Operation Peace Spring

Turkey has been fighting terrorism for the 
last 35 years. We are under attack from 
terrorist organizations operating under 
different names but with the same goal of 
destroying the unity, solidarity, peace and 
prosperity of our country. Frankly spea-
king, these organizations have always been 
supported behind the scenes by powers 
who lack the courage to directly settle ac-
counts with Turkey. Organized, trained 
and equipped outside our borders, these 
terrorists seek every opportunity to orga-
nize bloody attacks targeting the peace of 
our citizens and the unity of our state. Tho-
usands of innocent citizens and members 
of security forces were martyred in our 
long fight against terrorism. We have wit-
nessed barbarism that has not shied away 
from targeting small children, newborn ba-
bies, students on their way to school, places 
of worship and libraries. Although tens of 
thousands of terrorists have been elimina-
ted so far, the problem remains unsolved 
because of the support that these terrorist 
organizations continue to receive. We have 
faced ideological terrorist organizations 
such as the PKK, DHKP-C and MLKP as 
well as terrorist organizations such as Da-
esh and FETO that exploit religious values. 

We recently changed the concept of our 
counterterrorism activities. We decided 
to solve the problem at source rather than 
wait for the terrorists to knock on our door. 
To that end, we devised a counterterrorism 
strategy which aims to eliminate terrorist 
organizations on their breeding ground 
out of our borders. Turkey respects the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all 
countries including its neighbors, but only 
on the condition that attacks and hostile 
action targeting our country do not origi-
nate from their territory. If a state takes 
necessary measures within its borders in 
line with our sensitivities and prevents 
terrorist activities, then we consider them 
as our friends. With all due respect, those 
who do nothing to prevent terrorist activi-
ties on their territory single handedly give 
us or other countries cause to intervene.

To put it clearly, our counterterrorism ope-
rations in Northern Iraq and Syria do not 
target the sovereignty or territorial integ-
rity of these countries. Our sole aim is to 
prevent attacks on our country by those 
bloody-handed villains and to eliminate 
the terrorists. This is also the aim of Opera-
tion Peace Spring, which we launched two 
days ago in Syria. We will clear the east and 
the west of the Euphrates from terrorist or-
ganizations so that we can ensure the se-
curity of our borders and the safe return 
of Syrian refugees in our country to their 
homes. We ask our friends to support this 
operation which is of vital importance both 
for our country and for the Syrian people. 

Esteemed Friends,

There can be no peace without security. 
There can be no development without pe-
ace. There can be no peace and prosperity 
without development. And societies can-
not look to the future with confidence wit-
hout peace and security. These elements 
must all be in place for lasting stability. 
And this formula will be effective only if 
we have strong relations. 

Today, we witness restructuring on a global 
scale. Paradigm shifts in security and tra-
de wars are only some of the signs of this 
restructuring, which entails new threats 
as well as new opportunities for all of us. 
We need to overcome the threats and take 
advantage of the opportunities together. 
History will repeat itself if we fail to act 
wisely and fight each other instead of our 
common problems. We must draw lessons 
from the pain we suffered especially in the 
last century. We can reach our common go-
als faster if we diversify and run our regi-
onal cooperation more effectively. Therefo-
re, we must first adopt a principled stance 
against terrorism. I hope that our meeting 
will be a turning point in this respect. 

We will never step back 
regarding Syria

There is something that the coalition for-
ces and those coming from 10 thousand 
kilometers away do not take into account. 
What is it? As we have said numerous ti-
mes, PYD, YPG and Daesh are terrorist 
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organizations. Unfortunately, the West re-
cognizes the PKK as a terrorist organizati-
on, but fails to acknowledge its branches, 
the PYD and the YPG, as terrorist organi-
zations. They do not acknowledge this alt-
hough we have provided all the evidence. 
We are fighting these organizations. What 
do they say? “You are killing Kurds.” Kurds 
are our brothers and sisters. We are not 
fighting Kurds; we are fighting terrorist 
organizations. PYD, YPG and Daesh are 
terrorist organizations. We have all the evi-
dence and documents. 

We are active in the region not because we 
want to divide Syria but because we want 
to protect the rights of all people living 
there. However, the coalition forces are 
not concerned with this aim at all. While 
others may not care, we do. This is becau-
se we are constantly threatened by what 
takes place in that region. A one-year-old 
Syrian boy called Muhammed died after 
the terrorists fired mortars. We also had 10 
more casualties. Hundreds died in previo-
us attacks. So, how long are we to wait? We 
simply cannot. Turkey shares a border with 
Syria which is 911 kilometers long and we 
will not stop this offensive against the PYD 
and the YPG which are not supported even 

by the Syrian regime. We will not stop, no 
matter what anyone says. There are some 
who threaten us and tell us to stop this ope-
ration. I said to Trump and the others: we 
asked them to put an end to this, but they 
never did. So, we have taken matters into 
our own hands. And, we will not step back. 

We will continue to fight until all of tho-
se terrorists withdraw to the south of the 
32-kilometer-deep safe zone that Trump 
has mentioned. They will withdraw from 
the region because we announced that area 
as a safe zone. For whom? For the four mil-
lion refugees living in our country. Are the-
re Kurds among those refugees? Yes. Are 
there Arabs? Yes. We are protecting their 
rights. Let me ask you: how many Syrians 
did these other countries receive and agree 
to provide shelter for? Turkey looks after 
them. They talk too much but fail to pro-
vide support. Therefore, it is high time we 
took matters into our own hands and that 
is what we will do.

I greet all of you with my deepest regards. 
Please convey the warm greetings of my 
nation and myself to our brothers and sis-
ters when you return to your countries. All 
the best. Distinguished Members of the Turkish 

Business Community, Respected Ambas-
sadors, Esteemed Representatives of non-
governmental organizations, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly. Welcome to 
Azerbaijan which we consider to be our se-
cond homeland. I say “welcome”, because 
we feel at home here, not as guests. To quo-

te the beautiful verse of the late Bakhtiyar 
Vahabzadeh:

“Same religion, same language,

Same moon, same calendar,

Same love, same destiny

Azerbaijan and Turkey.”

Stronger Turkish world means 
stronger Turkish diaspora 

The World Turkish Business Council Meeting
Baku, Azerbaijan | October 14, 2019
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Though we may be two separate states, we 
are the descendants of the same nation. 
This is why we always say, “One Nation, 
Two States.” Like Azerbaijan, we consider 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan as a homeland. The Tur-
kistan region is our ancestral home, our 
motherland. We are a large family of 300 
million who all speak the same language, 
believe in the same religion and share a mu-
tual history, culture and civilization. I also 
know that our Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uzbek, Ta-
jik and Turkmen brothers and sisters think 
the same of Turkey and they, too, consider 
our country as their second home. God wil-
ling, this meeting will further strengthen 
our ties of brotherhood and love.

I would like to congratulate the Foreign 
Economic Relations Board of Turkey, the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related 
Communities as well as the World Turkish 
Business Council for organizing this won-
derful meeting. I would also like to express 
my gratitude to our guests, the entrepre-
neurs and respectable directors of non-
governmental organizations who travelled 
from around the world to participate in 
this meeting. I hope that this World Tur-
kish Business Council meeting will help 
strengthen economic and commercial rela-
tions in the Turkic World.

Dear Friends,

Distinguished Investors,

In this age, borders and distances have no 
significance and the world has become one 

giant global village. In parallel with globa-
lization, regional cooperation is becoming 
more important in global politics and eco-
nomy. We see that nations that share a 
geography, culture, history and language 
are cooperating on mutual platforms and 
projects more frequently than in the past. 
The 7th Turkic Council Summit which will 
be held tomorrow is the most critical coo-
peration mechanism that the Turkic world 
has implemented in this context. The ideal 
of integration expressed by the late Isma-
il Gaspirali as “unity in language, in mind 
and in business” has finally become a rea-
lity with the Turkic Council a century la-
ter. The Council grows even stronger with 
the recent addition of Uzbekistan as a full 
member. Having Hungary join the Turkic 
Council as an observer is also a significant 
achievement for the future of our organi-
zation. I believe the Turkic Council, which 
celebrates its 10th anniversary this year, 
will further reinforce its key position with 
the full membership of Turkmenistan. Our 
goal is to establish a strong, far-reaching 
and inclusive body that leaves none of our 
brothers or kin out. Only then can the Tur-
kic World with a population of 300 million 
fully realize its extraordinary potential.

We have already made great progress in 
utilizing this potential compared to 15 or 
20 years ago. However, any project not dri-
ven by the business community is doomed 
to fall short or fail altogether. That is beca-
use our businessmen are the Alperens of 
our commercial and economic relations. 
Political and cultural relations cannot sur-
vive crises and shocks unless they are sup-

ported by commercial cooperation. Thus, 
we place great importance on any effort 
that brings our businessmen and the Tur-
kish business community together. We are 
removing obstacles to bilateral trade and 
shortening the distance between our co-
untries through joint transportation pro-
jects. Increasing your competitive strength 
will continue to be one of our priorities in 
the future.

We are doing our best to 
strengthen the Turkish diaspora

Dear Brothers,

People of the Turkic World migrate to ot-
her Turkic countries as well as to various 
countries in America and Europe. Thou-
sands of people migrate to other countries 
each year for work, education or to build 
a better future for themselves and their 
children. Turkey sent many of its citizens 
abroad as workers since the 1960s. Re-
cently, Turkey also became a destination 
receiving a significant number of immig-
rants from the neighboring regions. Cur-
rently, 6.5 million Turkish citizens live in 
hundreds of countries around the world, 
especially in Europe. More than 20 milli-
on people of Turkic origin are estimated to 
live in North Africa and the Middle East. 
We have brothers and sisters who remai-
ned in places like Western Thrace and Eas-
tern Europe more than one century ago. 
We have millions of brothers from other 
Turkic Republics who live away from their 
homeland. In other words, we have a dias-

pora. As my dear friend Ilham Aliyev said, 
“A nation cannot have two diasporas.” We 
consider all our Kazakh, Uzbek, Turkmen, 
Azeri, Kyrgyz, Tatar, Circassian, Ahiska 
and Chechen brothers as natural members 
of the Turkish Diaspora.

Most of our people who moved abroad 
temporarily to provide for their families 
ended up settling in those countries over 
time. They never broke their ties with the-
ir homeland even as they started planning 
their future in their adopted countries. Our 
people living abroad include not just wor-
kers but also doctors, politicians, acade-
mics, ministers and even mayors who were 
elected to run their cities. Additionally, the 
number of Turkish entrepreneurs moving 
abroad to establish businesses and to in-
vest and engage in trade is steadily increa-
sing. We are immensely proud of the achi-
evements of our brothers and sisters who 
overcame impossible hurdles for success.

Turkey is doing its best to further empo-
wer the Turkish diaspora. To that end, we 
established the Presidency for Turks Abro-
ad and Related Communities. The World 
Turkish Business Council is another im-
portant project aiming to vitalize the eco-
nomic and commercial potential of the 
Turkish diaspora at the highest level. It is 
clear that an economically advanced Tur-
kic community with a strong presence in 
their host country can contribute more to 
their motherland. The World Turkish Bu-
siness Council is a meeting point and re-
ference for all Turks living abroad regard-
less of their country and origin. This roof 
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embraces and welcomes everyone, and 
devotion to one’s nation is highly valued. 
We consider the World Turkish Business 
Council not as a competitor to other asso-
ciations and foundations, but as a platform 
that supports them and contributes to the-
ir efforts. I invite all entrepreneurs living 
abroad to become members of the World 
Turkish Business Council. I kindly ask the 
World Turkish Business Council admi-
nistration and its President to reach out to 
Turks wherever they live and establish a 
presence in their countries, even with only 
one representative. 

We must not forget that so long as the pe-
ople of Turkey and Azerbaijan are guided 
by the principle of “One Nation, Two Sta-
tes”, they will face no obstacle too great to 
overcome no matter which country they 
go to. The stronger Turkey and Azerbai-
jan are, stronger our brothers and sisters 
living abroad will be. Likewise, Turkish 
diaspora will gain strength and look to the 
future with confidence only if the Turkic 
world grows stronger. We must continue 
working together without letting our dif-
ferences overpower our similarities and 
mutual interests. We need to look for ways 
to strengthen our cooperation in all areas 
such as with civil society, universities, bu-
sinesses and culturally.

Dear Friends,

Terrorism is the main threat against the pe-
ace and security of humanity. No country 

in the world is free from the danger of ter-
rorism today, no matter how developed it 
is. However, our country is more exposed 
to the threat of terrorism than others due 
to its geographical location. Turkey has 
been fighting against separatist terrorism 
for the past 35 years. Turkey has been tar-
geted by some of the most vicious terrorist 
organizations in the world such as Daesh, 
FETO, PKK and Al Qaeda, and has lost tens 
of thousands of its citizens in terrorist at-
tacks. Therefore, our nation is no stranger 
to the pain caused by terrorism. 

We experienced many events in our 
35-year-long fight against terrorism. We 
witnessed political brinkmanship by co-
untries whom we considered as friends 
and allies. However, we were never treated 
to such double standards and hypocrisy as 
in the Syrian crisis in all our years of figh-
ting against terrorism. We observed the 
empowerment of a genocidal and brutal 
terrorist organization under the pretext of 
fighting Daesh and how this organization 
was armed with 30 thousand truckloads of 
weapons and ammunition. We witnessed 
one of the supposedly most prestigious jo-
urnals of the world decorate its cover with 
photographs of terrorists. We were threa-
tened with embargos, economic sanctions 
and many other unimaginable scenarios 
simply for fighting against terrorism. But 
we never regretted the steps we took at 
home and abroad for the survival of our 
country.

We will root out terrorism in the 
east of Euphrates with Operation 
Peace Spring

The sole purpose of Operation Peace Spring 
is to clear northern Syria from the terrorist 
organizations PYD/YPG and Daesh, and to 
return this area to its true owners. We had 
success in this regard in Al Bab where we 
neutralized 3 thousand 500 Daesh mem-
bers. Yet the world does not see this; they 
are both blind and deaf to the truth. We 
also purged Jarabulus of these terrorists, 
didn’t we? Are there any Turks occupying 
Jarabulus right now? No, only its rightful 
owners are there. Don’t they see that this is 
the case? They do. I ask the European Uni-
on: don’t you see the truth? I ask the Arab 
League: don’t you see the truth? And this is 
the same Arab League that expelled Syria! 
The same people who expelled Syria from 
the Arab League are now acting to get Syria 
back because of this operation. This is very 
difficult to comprehend.

Turkey is a member of NATO, as are almost 
all of the member states of the European 
Union. So, when did defending terrorist or-
ganizations against a NATO member beco-
me an appropriate course of action? Were 
these terrorist organizations admitted to 
NATO as members without us being awa-
re of it? This is incomprehensible. It is not 
possible to comprehend this hypocrisy and 
insincerity. 

The PKK is on the European Union’s list of 
terrorist organizations. PYD and YPG col-

laborate with the PKK. Do you know who-
se pictures we found in their base during 
the operation? None other than the leader 
of the terrorist organization himself. Here 
is your proof... It is claimed that they are 
not the PKK. Who do they think we are? 
We know all the facts very well thanks to 
our intelligence organizations, yet they 
still feign ignorance. Why? This is delibe-
rately done to contain Turkey as we grow 
stronger. However, we will not back down 
from our efforts. We are there on the gro-
und with our soldiers and the soldiers of 
the Syrian National Army. We will proceed 
on this journey today and in the future. We 
support our brothers, soldiers and the Free 
Syrian Army as they fight. We will continue 
to support them in the future. We will not 
give up the fight. Our nation is currently 
united as one and the only dissenting voice 
comes from the so-called political extensi-
on of the terrorist organization. 

We never abandoned our will to root out 
terrorism in spite of the many terrorist or-
ganizations we face and the forces of evil 
that act as their mastermind. Operations 
Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch symbo-
lize our determination to fight against ter-
rorism without discriminating between 
terrorists. We were able to clear Daesh and 
the PKK/YPG terrorists from an area cove-
ring four thousand square kilometers west 
of the Euphrates River with these two ope-
rations. We aim to rid the east of the Euph-
rates from terrorism with Operation Peace 
Spring which began on October 9.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

303302

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

Our operation has two important objecti-
ves: the first is to completely remove the 
PKK/YPG terrorist threat in northern 
Syria because PKK/YPG terrorists trained 
in northern Syria are behind the recent 
terrorist attacks targeting our security 
forces and civilians. International organi-
zations document that this terrorist orga-
nization forcefully displaces local people, 
uses child soldiers, conducts ethnic clean-
sing, and kills any dissenters in the areas 
it occupies. 

Why does the European Union turn a 
blind eye to the mothers who are crying in 
front of a certain party building in Diyar-
bakır for weeks with the pictures of their 
children in their hands? Why don’t they 
send members of their parliament the-
re? They were very quick to do so when it 
served their interests on other occasions. 
They should send their people to Diyar-
bakır and talk to those mothers. But that 
won’t happen. In any case, we continue 
our fight with determination.

More than 700 mortars and rockets were 
fired on the cities of Mardin, Şırnak and 
Gaziantep since the start of Operation Pe-
ace Spring. 18 people died, one of whom 
was a 9-month-old refugee baby, and 148 
people were injured in these attacks. We 
have neutralized over 550 terrorists so 
far. 500 of them died, 26 were injured and 
24 surrendered.

We don’t discriminate between 
Kurds and Arabs

We are currently hosting 3 million 650 
thousand Arabs on our land. Why doesn’t 
the Arab League acknowledge them? Whe-
re did all these people flee from? They fled 
from Syria of course, from barrel bombs. 
Now we take care of them. We do this be-
cause it is our duty as brothers. Have they, 
in the name of Allah, given a single penny 
to support them? No. Yet they make it their 
business to take nonsensical decisions re-
garding Turkey. If that is what they wish to 
do, then don’t let us get in the way. Likewi-
se, the European Union is yet to fulfill its 
promise of monetary support for Syrian 
refugees. 

Dear Brothers,

Claims that Operation Peace Spring is tar-
geting the Kurds and that it will get in the 
way of the fight against Daesh, change the 
demographic structure, prevent a political 
solution or lead to a humanitarian disaster 
are lies and slander. Our problem is with 
terrorists. Currently, 50 of the 291 mem-
bers of parliament from the AK Party gro-
up are of Kurdish origin. I don’t know how 
many there are in the main opposition or 
in other parties. We make no such discri-
mination. 

The people of Syria, our country and re-
gion will have no peace until we stop the 
terror quagmire in northern Syria. The se-
cond aim of the operation is to fulfill the 
longing for their homeland of the 3 milli-

on 650 thousand Syrians who have been in 
our country for the past 8 years. We also 
host 350 thousand Kurds. Where did they 
flee from? They fled from Kobani during 
the presidency of Obama. Why don’t they 
acknowledge all this? We do not discrimi-
nate between Kurds and Arabs. 

Turkey is among the countries most affec-
ted by the waves of irregular migration 
from Syria and paid a heavy price politi-
cally, economically and socially. We spent 
over 40 billion dollars on the approxima-
tely 4 million refugees in our country. I 
proposed creating a safe zone in northern 
Syria to all leaders. I presented our pro-
jects. I offered to do this together. None of-
fered their support. Regardless, we decla-
red an area that is 32 kilometers deep and 
444 kilometers long in northern Syria as a 
safe zone. Refugees in Turkey will be sett-
led there. We received little support from 
the international community during this 
undertaking. The promises made to our 
country were not fulfilled and the sacri-
fices made by our nation went unnoticed. 
Even worse, the same Western countries 
tried to legitimize the YPG/PYD terrorist 
organization.

In light of these events, Turkey has reac-
hed the end of its patience and decided to 
take matters into its own hands. Our posi-
tion has always been that a solution to the 
refugee issue must be found within Syria. 
In fact, we made a concrete proposal to the 
world four years ago at the G-20 Antalya 
Summit to solve this problem. Yet no acti-
on was taken in these four years other than 

a few kind words while Syrian mothers, 
fathers and children whose tiny bodies 
washed up on shore as well as Turkey, Eu-
rope and the rest of the world paid the pri-
ce for it. None of those who tirelessly cri-
ticize us today did anything in the face of 
the tragedies of people who were massac-
red or displaced by the terrorist organiza-
tion. The 9-month-old Muhammad Omar 
who was brutally martyred two days ago at 
the hands of terrorists received not even a 
fraction of the empathy shown for the ter-
rorists we neutralized. Hopefully, we will 
do what others won’t with Operation Peace 
Spring. We will secure the entirety of our 
Syrian border and create an environment 
where the refugees in our country can sa-
fely return to their land. We will build new 
settlements in areas cleared from terrorists 
with the contributions of the international 
community. Thus, we will ensure the secu-
rity of our country and the return of Syrian 
refugees and establish the territorial integ-
rity and political unity of Syria by elimina-
ting the separatist terrorist organization.

We will see our operation 
through without giving in to 
threats and pressure 

The reactions we received in the last week 
prove that we foiled the machinations of 
those who would profit from the current 
situation. Operation Peace Spring is as vi-
tal a step by Turkey as the Cyprus Peace 
Operation in 1974. We are determined to 
carry out this operation without giving in 
to threats or pressure. Let me be clear: we 
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will definitely finish what we started. 
As the late Mammad Amin Rasulzadeh 
said, “The f lag once raised will never 
fall.” We will continue our fight until we 
reach victory. 

We know that we have the support and pra-
yers of the Turkic world with us in this ef-
fort. Likewise, I know that our brothers and 
sisters in the Middle East, Africa, South 
Asia and the Balkans also pray for Turkey’s 
success. I would like to express here that 
we also expect major support from our dis-
tinguished businessmen. I would also like 

to take this opportunity to thank all our 
brothers and sisters, Azerbaijan in parti-
cular, who showed solidarity with our co-
untry from the very first moments of the 
operation.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I pray that the World Turkish Busi-
ness Council Baku meeting is beneficial for 
everyone. I extend my greetings, respects 
and wishes for success to all our esteemed 
entrepreneurs from around the world. 

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
May Allah bless you

We will continue our fight
until peace springs again in

northern Syria

7th Turkic Council Summit | Baku, Azerbaijan | October 15, 2019

Distinguished Presidents, Distinguished 

Founding President, Esteemed Prime Mi-

nister, Esteemed Ministers, Dear Brothers 

and Sisters,

I would like to greet you all with my dee-

pest regards.

It is a great pleasure to be in Baku, the 
land of fire and the capital of Azerbaijan, 
on the occasion of the 7th Turkic Council 
Summit. I would like to thank my dear 
brother “Cenap Prezident” İlham Aliyev 
for hosting the Summit Meeting. I would 
also like to express my gratitude to my 
dear brother President Jeenbekov, who 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

307306

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

will hand over the presidency of the Tur-
kic Council to Azerbaijan today after suc-
cessfully steering the Council in the last 
year. This is a truly historic summit mar-
king the 10th anniversary of the Nakchi-
van Agreement and the full membership 
of Uzbekistan. Therefore, I would like to 
extend a heartfelt welcome to Uzbekistan 
and my dear brother Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

This Summit also marks a historic mo-
ment as my dear brother Elbasy Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev, the Aksakal of the Turkic 
World and the Founding President of Ka-
zakhstan, will be granted, on my recom-
mendation, the title of Honorary Presi-
dent of the Turkic Council as a symbol of 
our immense gratitude. My Esteemed Ak-
sakal, I would like to offer my recognition 
and congratulations to your excellency. It 
is also a great honor to have with us my 
dear friend Viktor Orbán, the Prime Mi-
nister of Hungary. I would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank our Secretary 
General Baghdad Amreyev and his team 
for their devoted endeavors.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We see that organizations like the Turkic 
Council have an ever-growing role in glo-
bal politics. It is very important that the 
Turkic Council acts in cooperation and 
coordination with other multilateral plat-
forms. We hope that the Council will ob-
tain observer status at the United Nations 
General Assembly and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation. In this context, 
the proposal to create a joint fund within 

the Turkic World is important. First, the 
financial, legal and administrative basis 
of this mechanism must be determined 
based on sound analyses to be conducted. 
In this regard, a comprehensive assess-
ment must be carried out under the coor-
dination of the secretariat to take stock of 
the experience of relevant national and 
international institutions.

The fact that international trade is inde-
xed to the dollar creates a host of risks in 
these times of uncertainty. I would like to 
emphasize that we must establish mecha-
nisms to reduce the pressure from foreign 
currencies on national economies.

Members of the Turkic Council 
must remove the quotas imposed 
on each other

My Brothers,

There is a great potential in transportation 
along the Trans-Caspian East-West-Middle 
Corridor passing through Turkey. Our abi-
lity to fully take advantage of this route is 
contingent upon the cooperation between 
our customs organizations. Imposing quo-
tas constitutes one of the biggest obstacles 
to our trade potential. Members of the Tur-
kic Council must remove the quotas impo-
sed on each other. We must also develop 
projects that will facilitate joint actions by 
our diaspora.

We currently support almost one thou-
sand 300 university students from Turkic 

Council countries with the Türkiye Scho-
larships. We have tens of thousands of in-
ternational graduates with degrees from 
Turkish universities. They are now pro-
udly serving the Turkic world as doctors, 
engineers, bureaucrats and politicians. 

We must maintain our joint efforts in the 
fields of culture and education as well as 
science, youth, sports, archiving and lib-
rary studies. In this context, we should 
support TÜRKPA and the Turkic Culture 
and Heritage Foundation which are both 
based in Baku; the Turkic Academy in 
Astana; and TÜRKSOY which is based in 
Ankara. We also hope to ratify the decision 
to form a Coordination Committee to re-
inforce communication and coordination 
between these organizations.

Today, terrorist organizations are the big-
gest threat against peace, order and stabi-
lity in our region. Our cooperation and soli-
darity are more important than ever before 
at a time when organizations of evil such as 
the PKK/YPG, Daesh and FETO gain influ-
ence. Syria in the last eight years has shown 
clearly that a terrorist organization cannot 
be eliminated by the agency of another one. 
On October 9, Turkey took a very important 
step towards defeating the PKK/YPG terro-
rist organization: Operation Peace Spring 
has two important objectives. The first is 
to completely eliminate the PKK/YPG ter-
rorist threat in northern Syria. The second 
aim of the operation is to help 3 million 650 
thousand Syrians, who have sought refuge 
in our country for the last 8 years, return to 
their homelands in peace.

This is the seventh day of the operation. 
Our operation is conducted successfully 
in accordance with the safe zone map that 
we shared with the whole world at the 74th 
Session of the General Assembly of the Uni-
ted Nations. As of today, we have cleared 
an area of nearly one thousand square ki-
lometers which was under the occupation 
of the terrorist organization. God willing, 
we will clear the zone between Manbij and 
our Iraqi border from terrorists as soon as 
possible to establish peace so that one mil-
lion Syrian refugees may initially return to 
their homeland, followed at a later stage by 
the remaining two million. As in Afrin, Ja-
rabulus and Azaz, we will ensure stability 
with international support and by under-
taking projects for schools, hospitals, hou-
sing and infrastructure. 

We will continue our fight until peace 
springs again in northern Syria. As our fo-
refather Dede Korkut said, “A good friend 
never shows up on your best day unless in-
vited but will always be there on your worst 
day without asking.” We expect our brot-
hers and sisters to support us in Turkey’s 
fight against terrorism. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all leaders who 
have shown solidarity with Turkey since 
the operation started. I know that all 300 
million brothers and sisters in the Turkic 
world wholeheartedly support us and pray 
for our country and our heroic army. 

We would also like to receive the solidarity 
of our brothers and sisters in the Turkic 
world in our fight against FETO, which 
martyred 251 Turkish citizens on the night 
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of July 15. Our Maarif Foundation is ready 
for all kinds of cooperation in education.

Armenian occupation 
of Nagorno Karabakh is 
unacceptable

My Brothers,

We are bound by our brotherhood to stand 
in solidarity with each other in our natio-
nal struggles. The Armenian occupation of 
Nagorno Karabakh and the surrounding 
area which is Azerbaijan’s own territory is 
against United Nations resolutions, viola-
tes international law and has forced one 
million Azeri brothers and sisters to live 
like fugitives away from their homes and 
motherland. As I stated in my address to 
the General Assembly of the United Nati-
ons, this is utterly unacceptable. We will 
continue to do our best for an immediate 
solution of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict 
through peaceful means and on the basis 
of the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. 

In another part of the Turkic world, Tur-
kish Cypriots are still suffering because of 
the deadlock on the island. We expect your 
support in bringing to an end this unfair 
isolation and embargo suffered by the Tur-
kish Cypriots.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to extend my gratitude 
to all who have contributed to the success 
of the Turkic Council. God willing, Turk-
menistan will participate in the 8th Sum-
mit to be held in Turkey next year as a full 
member. I hope that our meeting will yield 
beneficial results and I convey my best wis-
hes to my brothers and sisters in the Tur-
kic world.

We hope to become “One Nation, Six Sta-
tes” once Turkmenistan joins us.

May Allah be with us and help us.  
Thank you.

The main goal of our operation 
is to remove the PKK/YPG 

terrorist organization from
our borders

Meeting with the Foreign Press | Istanbul | October 18, 2019

Distinguished Members of the Press,

I greet you with respect. Today, I want to 
share with you some details regarding 
Turkey’s position on the Syrian issue and 
the run-up to yesterday’s developments. 

As you know, we had good relations with 
Syria before the first incidents broke out in 
2011. We had such good relations that Bas-
har Al Assad, the President of Syria, had al-
most become a family friend. During that 
period, we gave Bashar Al Assad a great 
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deal of advice on how to enhance democ-
racy, human rights and the rule of law in 
his country. In particular, we told him that 
it was important to take necessary steps re-
garding the Kurdish population, who held 
no rights whatsoever. However, instead of 
taking our advice, Mr. Assad chose to opp-
ress his nation even more. 

As the Syrian people stood up to Assad, Da-
esh emerged in Iraq and found its way into 
Syria, too. The Syrian nation found itself 
suffering both from the regime and Daesh. 
This was compounded by the oppression of 
the PKK/YPG terrorist organization. In the 
end, 12 million people, which is more than 
half of the Syrian population, lost their 
homes and six million of them fled the co-
untry. Four million out of those six million 
people, including Arabs, Kurds and Turk-
mens, sought refuge in our country. 

In the meantime, Daesh and the PKK/YPG 
terrorist organizations settled in Syria and 
started to attack our country as well. It was 
none other than Turkey who put up the 
most effective and decisive fight against 
Daesh elements in Syria. We neutralized 
more than three thousand Daesh militants 
in Operation Euphrates Shield conducted 
in August 2016. Turkey’s intervention led 
to the downfall and disbanding of Daesh in 
Syria. In fact, we volunteered to clear the 
zone extending along the east of the Euph-
rates to Raqqa and Deir ez-Zur from Daesh. 
Our offers in this regard were declined by 
the US government. The United States once 
again chose to work with the PKK/YPG ins-
tead of Turkey. 

In the end, Daesh was completely purged 
from Syria only to be replaced with the 
PKK/YPG terrorist organization which 
constituted a threat to Turkey on the bor-
der. Although we kept warning our allies 
and the United States in particular, none 
of the measures we demanded were taken. 
Therefore, we had to take matters into our 
own hands. We first cleared the Afrin re-
gion to the west of the Euphrates from the 
PKK/YPG terrorist organization with Ope-
ration Olive Branch. We then prevented a 
probable humanitarian tragedy in Idlib, 
thanks to the Astana Process and the Sochi 
Agreement where we cooperated with Rus-
sia and Iran. Then, we started our prepara-
tions to clear the territories to the east of 
the Euphrates. In the meantime, we enga-
ged fully on the diplomatic front. However, 
we could not persuade the United States or 
the European countries to stop supporting 
the PKK/YPG terrorist organization. In the 
end, we had to fend for ourselves. It was 
only at the end of such a process that Tur-
key launched the Operation Peace Spring.

Operation Peace Spring is not 
based on an impulsive decision

Distinguished Members of the Press,

Operation Peace Spring has two important 
objectives. The first objective is to remove 
the PKK/YPG terrorist organization from 
our borders. The second is to establish a 
safe zone to settle some of the 3.6 million 
Syrians living in our country. We already 
helped 365 thousand refugees return to 

an area of four thousand square kilome-
ters that we had cleared before. We are 
planning on creating a new safe zone that 
is 30-35 kilometers deep and 444 kilome-
ters long from Manbij to the Iraqi border 
in order to settle up to 1 to 2 million Syri-
an refugees. We have projects to build 140 
villages for a population of five thousand 
each and 10 districts for a population of 
30 thousand each in this region with fi-
nancial support from the European Union 
and other countries who are complaining 
about the influx of Syrian refugees. Obvi-
ously, the first condition for this plan was 
to create a safe zone by clearing the region 
from all terrorists. This was necessary be-
cause nobody, the Syrian Kurds in particu-
lar, wanted to return to the regions under 
the control of the regime or the PKK/YPG. 
Kurds who fled the regions occupied by the 
PKK/YPG make up about 350 thousand of 
the 3.6 million Syrians currently living in 
our country. 

I presented our safe zone project to leaders 
at the G-20 Summit held in our country in 
2016. Although they all liked the idea in 
theory, none was willing to take a concrete 
step towards realizing it. We started talking 
about this idea once more after Operation 
Olive Branch. We even started working on 
it with the Americans. Unfortunately, we 
failed to achieve the desired progress. 

As a result, we launched Operation Peace 
Spring on October 9 at 4.00 pm. Operation 
Peace Spring is not based on an impulsive 
decision. It is not a plan hatched in a few 
days. We have been preparing for the last 

three to five years. In our phone call with 
President Trump on October 6 Sunday 
before the operation, I informed him that 
we would be launching this operation. An 
official statement published by the White 
House after this phone call stated that the 
United States was withdrawing its troops 
from northern Syria. This cleared all obs-
tacles for Turkey regarding the operation. 

However, the position of some countries, 
European countries and the United States 
in particular, changed once we started to 
proceed 30 kilometers deep in multiple 
regions shortly after we launched Ope-
ration Peace Spring. Remember that the 
statement by the United States on 20 mi-
les was not made within the first week. I 
believe that they refrained from reacting 
in the first couple of days because they did 
not think Turkey would be so successful. 
However, once they realized that Turkey 
was moving towards its objective, their re-
action became irrational. Nevertheless, we 
acted decisively to complete the operation.

So far, we have taken control of 65 settle-
ments in a region covering 1,360 kilome-
ters, including the city centers of Tell Abi-
ad and Ras al-Ayn. Four Turkish soldiers 
and 74 Syrian National Army soldiers have 
been martyred in the operation so far. We 
have neutralized more than 750 terrorists. 
20 civilians were martyred and 181 inju-
red in 1,081 mortar and missile attacks by 
the terrorist organization targeting Tur-
kish settlements near the border.
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No one called us to offer their condolen-
ces for the loss of civilian lives during the 
first nine days of the operation. However, 
we communicated with many Western le-
aders who wanted us to stop the operation 
in a bid to protect terrorists. I am sure that 
such hypocrisy will always be remembered 
with shame. 

Peace shall not prevail in Syria 
unless terrorist organizations are 
completely rooted out

Dear Friends, 

The Republic of Turkey is a NATO member 
state. However, I really do not know when 
these terrorist organizations became NATO 
members.

Turkey has always stated that it respects 
the territorial integrity and political unity 
of Syria. Turkey showed the greatest ef-
fort and sacrifice for the success of the Ge-
neva process. God willing, I hope that the 
meeting of the Constitutional Committee, 
which will be held in Geneva on October 
30, will be a turning point for a political so-
lution in Syria. 

We launched Operation Peace Spring be-
cause we had no other option. We would 
not have to deal with this problem now, if 
our warnings about the PKK/YPG terro-
rist organization were heeded. Those who 
insistently, obstinately and defiantly sup-
ported the PKK/YPG terrorist organization 
against Turkey bear responsibility for this 
operation and the loss of lives. Claims that 
this operation will lead to the revival of Da-

esh, force hundreds of thousands of peop-
le to migrate, and will cause the massacre 
of scores of civilians are nothing but lies 
spread by the terrorist organization and its 
supporters. Turkey has conducted this ope-
ration with great meticulousness. 

At the AK Party Parliamentary Group mee-
ting on Wednesday, we made a suggestion 
to the United States and others who are cal-
ling on us to end the operation. We asked 
them to order the terrorist organization to 
lay down their weapons and equipment, 
destroy their fortifications and leave the 
safe zones designated by us in order to re-
solve this issue forthwith. President Trump 
offered to send a delegation including his 
Vice President, Secretary of State, National 
Security Advisor and Special Representati-
ve for Syria to discuss the situation in Syria 
and find a solution. We said, “Sure, they are 
more than welcome”. The delegation led by 
Vice President Pence offered a five-night 
version of the one-night offer we had refer-
red to at our Group Meeting. We discussed 
this offer in great detail with colleagues and 
we eventually reached an agreement with 
our counterparts. According to this pub-
licly announced 13-clause agreement, the 
United States will have 120 hours, in other 
words 5 days, to facilitate the withdrawal of 
the terrorists from the areas designated as 
a safe zone. Hence, Operation Peace Spring 
was suspended for 120 hours starting from 
yesterday evening. In 120 hours, weapons 
will be collected, fortifications and all other 
fighting positions will be dismantled, and 
the terrorists will withdraw from the 30-ki-
lometer area. Once these steps are comple-
ted, the safe zone will be under the control 
of the Turkish Armed Forces and Operation 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

315314

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

Peace Spring will be over. According to the 
agreement, the United States will also lift 
all sanctions imposed on our country once 
this process is complete. 

It was on the very day of this meeting that 
President Trump’s letter, which lacks poli-
tical and diplomatic courtesy, was reported 
in the media. We will never forget this lack 
of respect. We must indeed never forget it, 
but our friendship and mutual respect keep 
me from constantly revisiting this issue. 
We do not consider this issue as our prio-
rity for today. However, we want everyone 
to know that we will act as necessary regar-
ding this disrespectful behavior when the 
time comes. 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

This is the summary of the Syrian crisis 
and last night’s agreement with the United 
States. The safe zone issue will be solved if 
the United States can fulfill its promise in 
120 hours, which is by Tuesday evening. 
However, if this promise is not kept wit-
hin these 120 hours, then Operation Peace 
Spring will resume with even greater deter-
mination. 

On Tuesday, President Putin and I will 
meet in Sochi to discuss aspects of this is-
sue that interest Russia and the regime. As 
you know, the safe zone we established in 
Manbij, Ayn al-Arab and Qamishli overlaps 
with the operations conducted by Russia 
and the regime forces. There are also prob-
lems in Idlib. Our aim is to reach an agree-
ment with Russia which is both reasonable 
and acceptable to all parties. Our only con-
dition is that the PKK/YPG must be purged 

from the regions under the control of the 
regime. Unfortunately, this was not the case 
in Tel Rıf ’at. We know that the presence of 
the PKK/YPG is maintained in Manbij by 
the regime. It is likely that the same thing 
will happen in Ayn al-Arab and Qamishli. 
We cannot let that happen. 

Regime control in regions where the PKK/
YPG has been purged is not of concern to 
us. Our main goal is to purge all terrorist or-
ganizations from the safe zone. If terrorist 
organizations continue to exist in Manbij, 
we cannot claim that terrorists are purged 
from Manbij and the region has been han-
ded to its true owners, the Arab tribes. Presi-
dent Putin and I discussed this issue. When 
these terrorist organizations are removed 
from Manbij and Ayn el-Arab, our concerns 
will have been addressed. Our aim is to cle-
ar these areas from terrorist organizations. 

Ultimately, once the new constitution is 
drawn up and Syria’s territorial integrity 
and political unity are ensured, all regions 
will be under the control of the legitimate 
government of the country. In this context, 
no one should tolerate terrorist organizati-
ons such as the PKK/YPG or Daesh. Peace 
shall not prevail in Syria unless terrorist or-
ganizations are completely rooted out. This 
is the sole aim of Turkey’s efforts. 

Thank you for your attention and parti-
cipation.

In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, 
the Merciful 

Distinguished Guests, Dear Brothers, Este-
emed Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with my sincere respects. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you. Welcome to our country 
and our beautiful city of Istanbul.

Our goal is not to exploit
African countries but to
develop our relations in

an equal partnership

Opening of the 3rd African Summit of Muslim Religious Leaders
 Istanbul | October 19, 2019
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At the outset, I would like to convey, thro-
ugh you, my love and regards to my brot-
hers and sisters around the world. From 
the meeting point of continents and cultu-
res in Istanbul, I send my greetings to Tim-
buktu, the capital of Islamic civilization in 
Africa, to Cairo, Marrakech, Zanzibar and 
Khartoum, to Darussalam, the land of pe-
ace and well-being, and to Harar, the city 
of saints. Likewise, I extend my greetings 
from Anatolia to all my brothers and sis-
ters living in the 54 capitals of “Mama Afri-
ka” who are with us today in spirit. I salute 
the working women of Africa who bear the 
weight of the world on their shoulders, the 
brave youth, the disconsolate mothers who 
lost their beloved children to famine, and 
the self-sacrificing fathers who work tire-
lessly for the sake of their children.

I am pleased to welcome you to Istanbul, 
the brother of Jerusalem, the confidant of 
Mecca and Medina, and the jewel of the 
Islamic world on the occasion of the 3rd 
African Summit of Muslim Religious Le-
aders. Today we grieve the loss of a great 
master and a lover of Jerusalem, Nuri Pak-
dil. May Allah have mercy on his soul. As 
the President of Turkey, I thank every one 
of you for travelling thousands of kilome-
ters from every part of the continent and 
honoring our meeting with your presence.

I congratulate the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs, its director and his team for organi-
zing this important summit, and other ins-
titutions for their contributions. I pray to 
Allah that our summit, which starts today, 
will be beneficial for all African Muslims.

God willing, you will conduct productive 
consultations on many important topics 
over the next three days. You will discuss 
many sensitive issues including foreign 
policy, education, terrorism and threats 
against Muslims in Africa. You will contri-
bute to the peace and security of the whole 
world as well as Africa with the decisions 
you will take. I believe this summit which 
coincides with critical regional develop-
ments will strengthen the solidarity bet-
ween us and provide solutions to the prob-
lems of the Islamic world. Events like this 
provide an important platform for us to get 
to know each other better and talk about 
our issues freely. These meetings provide 
guidance and offer new perspectives for 
politicians who bear the responsibility of 
running countries. I urge you to sincerely 
share with us any criticism, proposal and 
opinion you have. I offer my thanks to each 
and every one of you for your contributi-
ons to the summit.

We elevated Turkey-Africa 
relations to a level unimaginable 
15 years ago

Dear Brothers,

As a politician, I feel love and friendship to-
wards Africa. I made great efforts to make 
up for the years of neglect and to improve 
our relations with the continent after be-
coming Prime Minister in 2003. I visited 
27 African countries during my tenure as 
Prime Minister and President. Majority of 
these visits were undertaken for the first 

time in the history of our country. I visited 
some countries such as South Africa, Sene-
gal, Somalia and Algeria multiple times on 
different occasions. During these visits, I 
also had the opportunity to meet and con-
sult with many of our brothers and sisters 
who are in this hall today. We declared 
2005 the “Year of Africa” in our country 
and adopted a brand-new approach to our 
relations.

Praise be to Allah, through our efforts, we 
elevated Turkey-Africa relations to a level 
that would be unimaginable 15 years ago. 
We strive to increase the number, capacity 
and resources of our missions in African 
countries. We increased the number of our 
embassies in the continent from 12 when 
we were first elected to 42. We established 
the largest Turkish diplomatic mission in 
the world in Somalia. I was the first lea-
der to visit Somalia with my wife in 2011 
as the international community turned a 
blind eye to the tragedy of millions of pe-
ople there. We also increased the number 
of diplomatic missions from African co-
untries in Turkey. Africa is represented in 
our country with 36 embassies today; in 
2008, there were only 10 embassies. Then, 
we organized two Turkey-Africa Partners-
hip Summits. The first was held in Istan-
bul and the second in Malabo, the capital 
of Equatorial Guinea. God willing, we will 
hold a third one in our country in 2020.

We expanded our presence even further 
with institutions such as TİKA, the Yunus 
Emre Institute, the Maarif Foundation, 
Anadolu Agency, Turkish Airlines and the 

Red Crescent. TİKA leads the implemen-
tation of the Turkish development model 
across the continent with 22 Program Co-
ordination Offices. Our flagship carrier, 
Turkish Airlines, operates flights from 
Istanbul to 58 destinations in 38 African 
countries. Hundreds of thousands of our 
African friends travel to the holy lands and 
many other countries through Istanbul to-
day.

Türkiye Scholarships provide free edu-
cation to approximately 4 thousand 500 
African students for their undergraduate, 
graduate and doctoral studies. 10 thou-
sand 480 students who graduated in the 
last 25 years serve African communities as 
ambassadors of peace from Turkey. We are 
proud to see doctors, imams, politicians, 
academics, engineers and businesspeople 
who are graduates of Turkish schools in 
every country we visit.

Our non-governmental organizations aid 
our African brothers whenever they can 
in every part of the continent, even when 
there are serious risks. Our investors focus 
on projects that will create jobs and help 
Africa develop and prosper, instead of only 
trying to sell products. Turkish entrepre-
neurs are welcomed all over the continent 
thanks to their approach that respects the 
deep-rooted values of Africa. Praise be to 
Allah; we are in the golden age of our rela-
tions with the continent. Our bilateral tra-
de, which has reached 24 billion dollars, 
is increasing every day. Tourism is develo-
ping, our cooperation is getting stronger, 
and reciprocal visits are becoming more 
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frequent at every level. Hopefully, trade 
between Turkey and Africa will exceed the 
50-billion-dollar mark in the future.

Dear Brothers,

Those who are unaware of the thousand-
year history between Turkey and this con-
tinent ask, “What are you doing in Africa?”. 
Some Western states are very uncomfor-
table with how we embrace our brothers 
and sisters in Africa. Those who exploited 
this continent and built themselves a for-
tune out of the blood, soul, diamonds and 
oil of the Africans they persecuted over 
many years cannot stand the cooperation 
between Turkey and Africa that is based 
on equality and mutual respect. They want 
the peoples of Africa to remain dependent 
on them. They want the resources of Afri-
ca to enrich Western companies and states 
instead of the continent. They want Afri-
can children and babies to die of hunger 
and poverty before they even learn how to 
walk. They do not want Africa to prosper or 
realize the enormous potential it has, nor 
do they want to see peace across the conti-
nent. What they consider as rights for the-
ir own citizens, they consider a luxury for 
Africa and other parts of the world. They 
think freedom is too much for you and 
for us. They think democracy is too much 
for you and for us. They think prosperity, 
peace and economic development are too 
much for you and for us. So, they attack 
with whatever means they have, be it by 
provoking ethnic and religious differen-
ces or by instigating coups, civil wars or 
sanctions.

The hubris of Westerners based 
on their belief in the supremacy 
of the white race remains 
unchanged 

This is partly the reason why the history 
of this continent is filled with destruction, 
genocide and conflict. The whole world 
knows which colonialist state is behind the 
Rwandan Genocide in 1994. The Western 
world and the United Nations watched as 
800,000 people were brutally murdered 
in Rwanda over a period of three months. 
The body count was so great that the Kage-
ra River became a giant graveyard where 
the bodies of 60 thousand people washed 
up on shore in one day. Those who impose 
a weapons embargo on us today because 
of Operation Peace Spring rained weapons 
and ammunition down on bloody-handed 
murderers in the past. Western states did 
not even entertain the idea of stopping the-
ir sale of weapons to the perpetrators of 
the genocide despite the ensuing carnage. 

Likewise, we all know who benefited from 
years of civil war in Somalia. Same groups 
threw the Central African Republic, one of 
the most peaceful countries of the continent 
for a long time, into total disarray. We also 
know who sponsors the warlords in Libya 
with the sole purpose of preventing its sta-
bility. Fingerprints of Western arms and 
oil companies can be found behind almost 
every conflict in the continent. Almost all 
who preach equality, rule of law and free-
dom to us today have a dark history of mas-
sacre, occupation and colonialism.
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I would like to share this quote from a Wes-
tern statesman as an example: “A drop of 
oil is worth more than a drop of blood.” This 
sentence uttered by Winston Churchill at 
the House of Commons a century ago re-
mains valid as a historical confession. The-
se are the same people who established the 
largest slave market in the world 300 ye-
ars ago in Dakar. They packed thousands 
of people from Gore Island into ships and 
carried them to America and Europe. They 
turned the rubber fields of the Congo into 
fields of death. They left a black mark in 
the history of humanity with the murders 
they committed in Algeria and the massac-
res in Namibia. The perspective of these 
people towards others has not changed, es-
pecially in terms of their interests. The way 
that the white man sees Africa, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East has not chan-
ged in so many centuries because the hub-
ris of Westerners based on their belief in 
the supremacy of the white race remains 
unchanged. Colonialism, which allegedly 
no longer exists, lives on in new forms and 
new methods. Neocolonialism is the rea-
son why this continent is still remembered 
for famine and poverty today despite its 
wealth of riches.

Dear Brothers,

We are members of a religion that consi-
ders people as the most honorable of the 
created. In our civilization, “each human 
is a stroke of paint drawn by the biggest 
brush there is”. The friends of Allah, who 
spread the word of Islam on these lands, 
commanded us to “Love the created for the 

sake of the Creator.” Our ancestors upheld 
justice and equality in every part of the 22 
million square kilometers of land they ru-
led over. There is no racism, colonialism or 
any occupation, cruelty or massacre at any 
time during thousands of years of our his-
tory. Our country and nation never sought 
prosperity through the natural resources, 
sweat, labor and blood of any society. We 
never discriminated against or persecuted 
anyone because of their language, color 
or religion. We did not see this continent 
as a means for gold, diamonds or oil like 
the imperialists did. We sought to develop, 
revitalize and rebuild every land we went 
to throughout our history. That is why we 
come across mosques and madrasas, places 
of wisdom and knowledge in all corners of 
the continent from Cape Town to Suakin 
Island and from Harar to Tripoli today. We 
are sincerely welcomed both by the public 
and the state in every country we visit in 
Africa. Inspired by our faith, values and 
unique history with the continent, we visit 
every friend we have in Africa, aid every 
soul in need, and cooperate with every sta-
te willing to work with us.

We defend the rights and freedoms of our 
African brothers as much as we defend our 
own on all international platforms. We de-
monstrate our firm reaction to injustice 
by stating that “The world is bigger than 
5” and that “Jerusalem is our red line”. In 
Turkey and in Africa, we carry out our ef-
forts based on the principle that “you can 
touch other people’s hearts only if your 
own efforts come from the heart”. Our goal 
is to cooperate with African countries in a 

spirit of mutual respect, justice and equal 
partnership instead of exploiting them. 
We believe in cooperation where no one is 
marginalized or treated unfairly, making it 
possible for both parties to win. We never 
approved of the patronizing, interventio-
nist and disrespectful treatment of African 
countries by the Western states and we ne-
ver will.

Artificial borders drawn to 
separate us cannot determine 
our future

My Dear Brothers,

We are the ummah of a Prophet who was 
known as “the trustworthy one” in his com-
munity before he became “Rasul”. When 
our beloved Prophet (pbuh) describes his 
ummah, he says: “A Muslim is one from 
whose tongue and hand the Muslims are 
safe, and a believer is one in whom people 
place their trust in regard to their life and 
wealth.” Indeed, the effort of Muslims, es-
pecially Muslim merchants, who have ta-
ken these blessed words of advice to heart 
is one of the reasons how Islam was able 
to spread to so many different regions in 
such a short time. These Muslims, who 
possessed good morals and tolerance, set 
an example with their lives by always up-
holding justice and equality. They pionee-
red the Islamization of Africa, and even na-
med some countries in the continent such 
as Mozambique.

However, we observe that Africa where 
more than half of the population used to 
be Muslim until the last century is gradu-
ally turning away from Islam. While only 
seven percent of the continent believed in 
Christianity in the early 1900s, this rate is 
approaching 55 percent today. Muslims are 
now a minority in many countries in the 
east and west of Africa where 70 to 80 per-
cent of the population used to be Muslim. 
During our visits, we come across many 
people whose names are Mustafa, Ahmet, 
Abdullah, but who no longer have any ties 
with Islam. Without doubt, missionary ac-
tivities carried out under the patronage of 
the great powers for many years played a 
role in creating this heartbreaking situati-
on. On the other hand, terrorist organizati-
ons such as Daesh, Boko Haram, Al-Shabab 
and FETO contribute to this process with 
their evil acts. International media organi-
zations are trying to turn the public aga-
inst Islam with biased, false and malicious 
news. This is the underlying reason for the-
ir insistence on using the term “Islamic ter-
rorism” after every unfortunate incident. 
Associating Islam, which literally means 
peace, with terrorism is the greatest insult 
against our religion. It is impossible for us 
to accept this, for Islam is a religion of pe-
ace. Note that none of these media outlets 
use the phrase “Christian terrorism” when 
referring to the attack on a mosque in New 
Zealand or the phrase “Buddhist terro-
rism” for the brutality in Arakan. We are 
aware that this is not a coincidence, and 
that there is hatred against Islam underl-
ying these deliberate actions.
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But we firmly believe that “the truth of 
Islam cannot be hidden” no matter what 
they do, for it is the religion of Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds. Of course, this fact does 
not release us from our duties as Muslims. 
Each of us needs to fight for equality, justi-
ce, peace and security on earth under the 
guidance of the Quran and the Sunnah. 
Allah will surely help us if we redeem our-
selves and live our lives in a manner that 
befits a Muslim. So, we will hold on tight 
to the rope of Allah, we will never fall for 
fitna, and we will never let harm come in 
the way of our brotherhood. We will not al-
low the imperialists to divide us into Shia 
and Sunni or black and white or Turkish, 
Kurdish, Arab, or Persian. We will love one 
another not because of our ethnic identity, 
tribe or race, but for the sake of Allah and 

Allah alone to earn His blessings. As Mus-
lims, we will always uphold the ummah, 
our brotherhood and our close relations. 
Artificial borders drawn to separate us 
cannot determine our future. Our horizon 
should include not only our countries but 
all of Africa and, in turn, the whole world. 
I pray to Allah that we are never denied the 
Light of the Holy Quran and always guided 
on our path of righteousness by our belo-
ved Muhammad Mustafa. 

As I end my remarks, I hope that our mee-
ting brings prosperity to the world of Islam 
and humanity. Please convey our messages 
of friendship and brotherhood as well as 
our greetings to your countries and people.

I extend my greetings and respect to all of 
you. Be safe and may Allah be with you.

Those who believe in freedom 
of thought and conscience will 
never trade their faith or ideas 

for green dollars

TRT World Forum Opening Speech | Istanbul | October 21, 2019

Distinguished Participants of the TRT 

World Forum, Distinguished Represen-

tatives of the Media, Academia and the 

Business Community, Ladies and Gent-

lemen,

I would like to greet you all with my dee-
pest regards. I would also like to welcome 
our foreign guests to Turkey. 

I wish success to the TRT World Forum 
which is, in my opinion, a fruitful platform 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

325324

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

for the discussion of national, regional and 
global issues. In its third edition, the TRT 
World Forum is in the process of becoming 
one of the most prestigious regional and 
global platforms where solutions to global 
issues are discussed. The forum hosts po-
liticians, academics and opinion leaders 
who represent a variety of views and opi-
nions from around the world. There will 
be open and closed sessions in the course 
of the next two days to discuss the issues 
on the agenda. The findings and proposed 
solutions will be reported and shared with 
the whole world. I believe that the theme 
of this year’s gathering, “Globalization in 
Retreat: Risks and Opportunities”, will ins-
pire a host of political, economic and social 
developments.

I cherish every opportunity to meet in or-
der to discuss issues and solutions, especi-
ally at a time of global crises. Democracy 
and justice can prevail only if differing vi-
ews are freely discussed on open platforms. 
Those who cancelled their participation to 
this forum on account of Operation Peace 
Spring are missing out on this great op-
portunity. I believe that the speakers who 
cancelled their participation in protest to 
Operation Peace Spring, which was launc-
hed by Turkey to eliminate terrorism in 
the region, have no real understanding of 
democracy. Their decision to cancel their 
attendance to the forum which convenes 
diverse views and opinions contradicts de-
mocratic and ethical values. I would like to 
thank all those who attend the forum for 
their principled stance and valuable cont-
ributions to the meetings. I would like to 

congratulate TRT management for organi-
zing this momentous and successful event 
on a regular basis. 

Distinguished Guests,

The world experiences new and radical 
change almost every century. On one side 
of this change, there is great devastation, 
suffering, atrocities and injustice. On the 
other side, however, there is new begin-
nings and a new order for prosperity. What 
is most crucial for societies is to decide 
which side of change to be on. Govern-
ments are judged by the choices they make 
in this regard. 

Turkey is located at the center of a regi-
on that has seen upheavals throughout 
history. Humanity’s greatest civilizations, 
cultures, ideas and works of art origina-
ted from these lands and made their way 
to the rest of the world. Humanity’s grea-
test sufferings were also endured in these 
lands either through internal conflicts or 
external intervention. Although the center 
of gravity seems to have shifted in the last 
couple of centuries, this geography is still 
the battleground of struggles. As such, our 
country finds itself right in the middle of 
these developments.

Turkey has no designs on the 
territory of other countries

In fact, Turkish presence and influence in 
Anatolia dates back a long time. The his-
tory of our absolute rule in Anatolia dates 
back close to a thousand years to the Man-

zikert Victory in 1071. One of the turning 
points in this uninterrupted rule of the 
Anatolian Seljuk State, the Ottoman Empi-
re and the Republic of Turkey took place 
about a century ago. There was no room 
for the Turks and a Turkish nation in the 
new world order that was designed after 
World War I. It was deigned sufficient to 
confine our country to a small area in Ana-
tolia with no political, economic or mili-
tary means. However, our nation did not 
bow down to this atrocity. After our victo-
rious War of Independence, the Lausanne 
Agreement spelled out the bare minimum 
that we were willing to accept. We made 
significant sacrifices on the National Pact, 
which defined the goal of our struggle for 
independence on the Samsun, Erzurum, 
Sivas and Ankara line. Without a doubt, 
such flexibilities must be interpreted in a 
contemporaneous context; and that is the 
job of historians. Our job, however, is to 
continue our journey with new goals and 
a vision which is in line with our nation’s 
thousand-year-old presence and power in 
Anatolia. 

Distinguished Guests,

Looking at what has taken place in this 
geography in the past century, we observe 
that most countries, with the exception of 
a few such as Turkey who fought to gain 
their independence and development, are 
unhappy, distressed and weak. Financial 
power that relies solely on oil and natural 
gas, a large territory or population or the 
willingness to unconditionally conform to 
a new world order does not alter this fact. It 

is clear that countries whose borders were 
drawn for them at the negotiating table 
and not with the sweat and blood of the-
ir nation can never be states in their own 
right. In this process, we are reminded of 
the fact that independence is not a gift bes-
towed by others but a sacred jewel that is 
earned, fought for, gained with labor and 
protected till death. 

In these respects, Turkey is different from 
other countries in the region. Our nation 
paid a huge price for these gains and we 
still do. I believe that any determination re-
garding Turkey must rely on this profound 
historical perspective rather than orienta-
list stereotypes. Otherwise, it is inevitable 
to pursue designs that are doomed to fail. 
We often have to stifle these unwelcome 
designs with the steely will of our nation 
as well as the often underestimated and 
disregarded power of our state. 

Recent developments in Syria and Eastern 
Mediterranean show how these unwelco-
me designs are doomed to fail. I would like 
to emphasize this issue once again to pre-
vent any misunderstanding. Turkey has no 
designs on the territory of other countries 
or their independence and interests. We 
consider such an accusation as the grea-
test insult to our country. What we do is to 
stand up for the rights, freedoms and futu-
re of our nation as well as our brothers and 
sisters, whom we regard as an integral part 
of us. This could be the only aim of a nati-
on without a trace of colonialism, massac-
res, atrocities or destruction in its history. 
Others may have ulterior motives in Syria, 
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Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, Africa or the Bal-
kans. However, the guiding principle for 
Turkey is our shared destiny and brother-
hood. Such virtue is unfathomable by tho-
se who believe “a drop of oil is worth more 
than a drop of blood”. As the descendants 
of Yunus Emre and Rumi, we will not act in 
any other way, nor will we be dragged into 
their crises. We have called out each opp-
ressor, terrorist, injustice and atrocity wit-
hout any discrimination and we will conti-
nue to do so. We shall fight them to the end 
and consider the hefty price we pay as our 
medal of honor. 

During my tenure in the last 17-18 years, 
the Republic of Turkey never negotiated 
with terrorist organizations and we do not 
intend to do so. Others may, but that does 
not concern us. They talk about counter-
terrorism but, in the same breath, indulge 
terrorist organizations. How do those who 
call themselves the global superpower exp-
lain the 30 thousand trucks of weapons 
and ammunition that were sent to nort-
hern Syria? How does one explain such 
behavior with democracy, international 
politics and the law of war? They have no 
answer to that. But we will not be silenced.

It is high time to realize that 
no country can be brought to 
heel by another by exploiting 
terrorist organizations

Distinguished Guests,

Defying globalization at a time of major 
developments in technology and commu-
nications is self-delusional. Therefore, ins-

tead of defying it, we must leverage the 
opportunities provided by globalization 
to build a better future for ourselves and 
for humanity as a whole. The theme of this 
year’s TRT World Forum focuses on the 
risks and opportunities of this very topic. 
These discussions are very eye-opening 
for the world as we transition from a glo-
bal system established a century ago to a 
brand-new phase. This must be annoying 
for those who are in the habit of thinking 
and acting based on the parameters of the 
old world order. We must interpret reacti-
ons to Operation Peace Spring, launched 
by Turkey in Syria with the aim of ensuring 
border security and the voluntary return 
of the Syrian refugees to their homeland, 
in this light. In fact, it is high time to ack-
nowledge that no country can be brought 
to heel by another by exploiting terrorist 
organizations. 

What happened to that journalist who visi-
ted the Consulate General of Saudi Arabia 
in Istanbul to obtain marriage-related do-
cuments is still fresh in our minds. What 
has been the reaction of the West in the 
face of this incident? Have they followed 
up on this incident? Did the United States 
follow up on this incident? Unfortunately, 
there were a few dissenting views which 
was followed by a complete disregard for 
this matter. What about freedom of tho-
ught? How do we interpret this reaction to 
the treatment of the actors who advocate 
freedom of thought? All they say is, “We 
have dollars, so we can take care of this si-
tuation with our dollars.” This is what they 
always do, isn’t it? It is. And they will do it 

again. “We have dollars”, “we have oil”; this 
is the only way they deal with things. Tho-
se who believe in freedom of thought and 
conscience will never trade their faith or 
ideas for some green dollars.

The era of managing other nations from 
behind a smokescreen is over. Diplomacy 
can no longer remain a tool wielded by 
the powerful to put pressure on others. We 
came to the end of a decaying order that 
ruthlessly depended on all means possible, 
including coups. In this context, it is sui-
cidal to exploit economic relations which 
constitute the weakest link in the global 
system as a means to gain political ends. 
Our country has been subjected to such 
treatment and its consequences in the last 
six years but has proven them futile. Un-
fortunately, we are mostly alone in our 
struggle. 

We expected the international community 
to take a strong position against the poli-
tical, diplomatic and economic vandalism 
that we faced during our fight against ter-
rorism. Unfortunately, we are deeply di-
sappointed in this respect. No one has ta-
ken this honorable stance, except for a few 
countries and institutions. Countries and 
nations jeopardize their own future by fa-
iling to display a principled stance in this 
regard. Those who fail to show empathy 
are mistaken in thinking that terrorism 
and the refugee crisis will remain confined 
to Turkey’s borders. Can you imagine! All 
Western countries stood with the terrorists. 
All of them, including NATO members and 
European Union countries, attacked us. 

And they are against terrorism? And they 
are against terror? Since when do they act 
with terrorists? As I said a thousand times; 
did the terrorist organizations such as the 
PYD and the YPG become NATO members 
without us being aware of it? How come 
they act in this way? What sort of an eclip-
se of the mind is this? 

Terrorism and the refugee crisis cannot be 
solved by erecting new walls or putting up 
barbed wire. The solution does not lie in 
locking ourselves up in our borders to live 
in security and prosperity. We are, above 
all, faced with a humanitarian crisis; it is 
a question of the very fine line between be-
ing human or being cruel. It is unfair, un-
just and selfish to put the whole burden of 
responsibility on the shoulders of the opp-
ressed and those who opened their hearts 
to welcome them despite its challenges. 
More importantly, this is not a sustainable 
state of affairs. It is the sign of an unbalan-
ced mental state to reject the consequen-
ces of the current order while taking full 
advantage of the benefits of globalization. 
The new world order is taking shape under 
these circumstances.

We are the most powerful 
representative of the ancient 
heritage of humanity today

Esteemed Friends,

Turkey strives to fulfill its responsibility 
not only in the region but across the world. 
That is why we are in Syria. That is why we 
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are present in all corners of our ancient 
geography from the Balkans to South Asia. 
That is why we strive to extend a helping 
hand to those asking for help from Africa 
to South America. That is why we say, “The 
world is bigger than 5.” That is why we call 
on the world to restructure the leading 
institutions of the global system starting 
with the United Nations. What we want 
for ourselves, we demand for the sake of 
humanity because we are Turkey. We are 
the most powerful representative of the 
ancient heritage of humanity today and 
we constantly aim for a civilization which 
aims to develop, prosper and win hearts.

If we want to build the new world order 
on justice and peace instead of oppressi-
on and suffering like the previous one, we 
need to reach an understanding and show 
the will to act together accordingly. In this 
context, topics to be discussed at the TRT 
World Forum for two days will emphasize 
the issues that Turkey is keen on pursuing 
for the sake of humanity. The more we fa-
cilitate the discussion of our dreams and 
our ideas for implementing those dreams, 
the stronger we will grow. We ask only one 
thing of those who oppose Turkey’s views, 
concerns, wishes, offers and efforts. If you 
wish to find out more about us, hear us out 

rather than refer to the spin doctors of ter-
rorist organizations. Come and have a look 
at what is going on here instead of passing 
judgment on Turkey based on what the 
sworn enemies of Turkey say. And when 
you hear us out, keep an open mind, be 
transparent and sincere without resorting 
to stereotypes which are by-products of 
historical and political bigotry. Only then 
will you realize that we can achieve a lot to-
gether. Discussion platforms of this nature 
offer a great opportunity for us to listen to 
one another. I would like to thank all parti-
cipants whom I consider to be the opinion 
leaders, eye-openers, policy makers, and 
the representatives of our collective cons-
cience and common sense for making this 
platform possible. Once again, I wish the 
Forum success. I congratulate TRT mana-
gement for their timely and relevant initi-
ative. 

As you know, we suspended Operation Pe-
ace Spring for 120 hours and we are app-
roaching the end of this 120-hour pause. I 
will go to Sochi, Russia tomorrow. During 
my visit, President Putin and I will discuss 
this process and take necessary steps.

I salute you with my respects and affecti-
on. All the best.

We reached a historic agreement 
regarding the territorial 

integrity of Syria and the safe 
return of Syrian refugees

Sochi Agreement Joint Press Conference | Sochi, Russia | October 22, 2019

My Dear Friend President Putin, Distingu-
ished Members of the Delegation, Estee-
med Members of the Press,

I greet you all with my deepest regards. I 
am delighted to be in Russia.

I would like to start my remarks by offe-
ring my condolences on behalf of my na-
tion on the passing of two Russian citizens 
working in the construction of the Akkuyu 
Nuclear Power Plant, who sadly lost the-
ir lives in a traffic accident on Saturday. I 
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would also like to extend my condolences 
on the passing of 15 Russian citizens who 
sadly lost their lives after the collapse of 
the dam in Krasnoyarsk. 

The main agenda item of today’s meeting 
was the developments in Syria. However, 
we also held an extensive discussion on 
our bilateral relations. We recently signed 
an agreement aiming to increase the use of 
national currencies to promote trade. We 
believe that this agreement is a very impor-
tant step towards our goal of reaching 100 
billion dollars in our bilateral trade.

We have ongoing cooperation in the Ak-
kuyu Nuclear Power Plant and the TurkS-
tream project. The delivery of the S-400s 
is proceeding on schedule. Going forward, 
we will continue to strengthen our coope-
ration on the basis of our common inte-
rests. We are taking concrete steps in the 
defense industry and we will continue to 
do so.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

President Putin and I have put in great ef-
fort, both on a bilateral level and within 
the scope of the Astana process, to estab-
lish peace, order and stability in Syria. As 
a result of our joint efforts, we have signed 
important decisions including the Sochi 
Memorandum. We announced the estab-
lishment of the Constitutional Committee 
at the Ankara Summit on September 16. 
The Committee will convene for the first 
time on October 30. We expect the Consti-
tutional Committee to facilitate a genuine 

and comprehensive political transformati-
on within the framework of the legitimate 
and rightful expectations of the Syrian pe-
ople.

We also discussed the situation in the de-
escalation zone in Idlib. Currently, we are 
pleased to note that relative peace has been 
established in Idlib and there has been a 
decrease in the number of attacks. Our 
main goal for the future must be to enhan-
ce stability and make it permanent. Turkey 
will continue to exert efforts to alleviate 
the concerns of our Russian friends and to 
maintain peace on the ground.

Turkey and Russia will not allow 
any separatist agenda on Syrian 
territory

Dear Friends,

Today, President Putin and I mostly discus-
sed recent developments regarding Opera-
tion Peace Spring. I gave President Putin 
an extensive briefing on our operation. As 
I said before, the main objective of the ope-
ration is to remove the PKK/YPG terrorist 
organization from the region and ensure 
the safe return of Syrian refugees to their 
homeland. This operation will also ensure 
the territorial integrity and political unity 
of Syria by removing the separatist terro-
rist threat in the region. Turkey’s steps in 
the region have always been in line with 
this sensitivity. We cleared an area of four 
thousand square kilometers from terro-
rists with the Euphrates Shield and Olive 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

333332

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

Branch Operations. So far, 365 thousand 
Syrian refugees have voluntarily retur-
ned to the regions we secured. Thanks to 
Turkey’s efforts, peace and stability are re-
established in Syrian territory which used 
to be ravaged by conflict and terrorism. We 
want to extend this model to other regions 
in northern Syria.

In the last 8.5 years, Turkey has welcomed 
three million 650 thousand Syrian brot-
hers and sisters, 350 thousand of whom 
are Kurdish. We now need to take neces-
sary steps to alleviate their longing for the-
ir homeland. This is also one of the critical 
objectives of Operation Peace Spring. We 
believe that one million Syrian refugees 
will voluntarily settle in the safe zones to 
be created with this operation initially, and 
that this number will continue to increase. 
We shared our plans regarding this issue 
with our counterparts. God willing, we will 
realize this plan with the contribution and 
support of the international community. In 
the meantime, we will collaborate with our 
Russian friends and realize projects that 
will facilitate the safe return of refugees.

Dear Friends,

Today, President Putin and I reached a 
historic agreement regarding the territori-
al integrity and political unity of Syria as 
well as the safe return of Syrian refugees. 

According to this agreement, Turkey and 
Russia will not allow any separatist agenda 
on Syrian territory. As of 12 noon on Octo-
ber 23, YPG terrorists will withdraw from 
the 30-kilometer area with their weapons 
and disable their fortifications and figh-
ting positions within 150 hours. When the 
150-hour period comes to an end, Turkey 
and Russia will conduct joint patrols 10 ki-
lometers deep to the west and east of the 
theater of operations for Operation Peace 
Spring. Both countries will take necessary 
measures to prevent terrorist infiltration 
and establish a joint mechanism to moni-
tor and coordinate the implementation of 
the memorandum. As always, Turkey and 
the Russian Federation will continue their 
efforts to find a lasting solution to the Syri-
an crisis.

I believe that our agreement with my dear 
friend President Putin will ensure lasting 
stability in Syria and eliminate terrorism 
from the region. I hope that this historic 
agreement will yield auspicious results for 
our countries and our Syrian brothers and 
sisters. As neighboring countries of Syria 
and friends of the Syrian nation, we will 
continue to do our utmost for peace, secu-
rity and stability in Syria.

I would like to once again thank President 
Putin for his hospitality and greet all of 
you with my deepest regards.

My Dear Friend the Distinguished Presi-
dent, Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of the Press,

I greet you on behalf of my delegation and 
my country.

First of all, I would like to thank my dear fri-
end President Trump and the First Lady of 
the United States for their hospitality.

We had sincere and comprehensive dis-
cussions with President Trump today abo-
ut the issues on our agenda. We agree on 
deepening our cooperation and building 
upon the robust and sound foundations of 
Turkish-American relations. We are deter-
mined to open a new chapter in our relati-
ons that befits our long-standing alliance. 

I returned the letters to 
President Trump

Joint Press Conference with President Donald Trump
Washington D.C., United States | November 13, 2019
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With President Trump, we reconfirmed 
our mutual will to combat terrorist organi-
zations that threaten our national security. 
We underlined the importance of continu-
ing our joint efforts against Daesh. As you 
know, we have approximately 2 thousand 
200 detained or convicted Daesh members 
in our prisons and there are other Daesh 
members who escaped from prison in 
Syria after the death of al-Baghdadi.

Turkey took a new and significant step aga-
inst terrorism with Operation Peace Spring 
which started on October 9. Our country 
dealt a heavy blow to the separatist agen-
da of the PKK/YPG in Syria with this ope-
ration. We believe that our agreement on 
October 17 provides an important oppor-
tunity to further develop our cooperation 
in Syria. The PKK/YPG carries out provo-
cative attacks that target our soldiers and 
civilians to undermine this agreement. 13 
civilians were killed in a bomb attack at a 
market in Tel Abyad earlier this month. 19 
instances of harassment and attacks were 
conducted by the terrorist organization 
in the last 24 hours. However, we remain 
committed to our agreement with the Uni-
ted States to find a lasting solution to the 
crisis in Syria. 

We observe that certain groups that 
sympathize with terrorist organizations 
are disturbed by our cooperation and try 
to confuse public opinion and harm our 
relations through disinformation. They 
even resort to twisting and distorting his-
torical matters to manufacture issues to 
hinder our bilateral relations. I told Presi-

dent Trump that the resolutions passed at 
the House of Representatives on October 
29 serve this very purpose of compromi-
sing our relations and that they are offen-
sive to the Turkish people. Decisions about 
an incident that took place 104 years ago 
in wartime should be made by historians 
rather than politicians. We are confident 
with respect to this issue and have nothing 
to hide. Turkey favors dialogue and open 
discussion regarding this issue. Our propo-
sal to the Armenians for the establishment 
of a joint historical commission is still on 
the table. Our archives are open. There are 
more than one million documents in the 
archives of our Armed Forces. They are 
welcome to visit and examine these docu-
ments at any time.

We host more than four million 
refugees

Turkey and the United States can work to-
gether to end the threat of Daesh and bring 
peace and stability to Syria. Turkey is and 
remains the most reliable partner of the 
United States in this region to achieve this 
goal. Our country is the only NATO ally 
who is fighting Daesh directly and whose 
citizens fell martyr in this fight. We have 
captured and deported 7 thousand 680 fo-
reign terrorist fighters so far. We banned 
the entry of approximately 77 thousand pe-
ople who were suspected of having connec-
tions with Daesh to our country. Currently 
we have one thousand 216 Daesh members 
from 40 countries in our prisons. We captu-
red 287 individuals, including women and 

children, who fled from camps under the 
control of PKK/YPG and crossed into the 
region controlled by Turkey. We are deter-
mined to continue our fight against this ter-
rorist organization that personally targets 
me in its broadcasts and is responsible for 
the deaths of 304 Turkish citizens.

In this context, the repatriation of foreign 
terrorist fighters to their countries is also 
important. We share a common understan-
ding with President Trump on persuading 
these countries, especially those in Europe, 
to take them back.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilome-
ters long. Our country was affected signifi-
cantly by the conflict in Syria that started 
nine years ago. We currently host more 
than 4 million refugees including 3 million 
650 thousand Syrians. We spent over 40 
billion dollars from our budget on them. 
Similarly, we provide regular humanitari-
an aid to 3 million people living on Syrian 
territory. Thousands of people died becau-
se my proposal at the G-20 Antalya Summit 
in 2015 to establish a safe zone in the regi-
on was not implemented soon enough. We 
cannot let this problem fester. 

We previously cleared four thousand squa-
re kilometers from terrorist elements with 
Operations Euphrates Shield and Olive 
Branch. I agree with President Trump’s de-
mand for the declaration of a safe zone. I 
believe that safe zones will be a very impor-
tant step. So far, 365 thousand Syrians were 

able to return to their homeland. People are 
also returning to the cities and villages we 
have secured with Operation Peace Spring. 
If we can realize the project that we prepa-
red and shared with President Trump with 
the support of the United Nations and the 
international community, the number of 
people returning to Syria could increase 
further. Our goal is to settle one million pe-
ople in a 20-mile-deep area between the Ira-
qi border and Jarabulus. That number can 
be doubled if we can settle an additional 
one million in the area between Raqqa and 
Deir ez-Zur. 

As you know, FETO is a terrorist organiza-
tion that tried to disrupt the constitutional 
order in Turkey through a failed coup at-
tempt. These terrorists who killed 251 and 
injured two thousand 193 Turkish citizens 
even had the temerity to bomb our parlia-
ment building with planes. In our discus-
sions, we reiterated our expectation with 
respect to the elimination of the presence 
of FETO in the United States. 

We discussed with President Trump ways 
to reach our trade volume target of 100 
billion dollars as soon as possible. We beli-
eve that political and commercial matters 
should not be confused. Our Secretaries of 
Commerce are working diligently to reach 
our 100-billion-dollar target. We hope to 
avoid taking any steps that will make it dif-
ficult to achieve this goal.

We also discussed our deep-rooted relati-
ons in the defense industry. We can overco-
me the challenges we face in this context, 
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such as the S-400 system and the F-35 prog-
ram, through dialogue. My dear friend Pre-
sident Trump talked about the unfair treat-
ment of Turkey over the Patriot missiles in 
Osaka. I reiterated that Turkey could buy 
Patriot missiles if a suitable offer is made. 
I told President Trump that we are ready to 
continue our engagement with the United 
States Congress through constructive dia-
logue. 

I hope that our meeting with President 
Trump will have good results. I would like 
to thank President Trump for his kind invi-
tation and warm hospitality.

Q&A SESSION

QUESTION: Has Turkey given assurances 
that it will protect the Christians in Syria?

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN: 
We are making every effort to ensure the sa-
fety of the Chaldeans, Yazidis and Christi-
ans in the region. We rebuilt their places of 
worship which were destroyed during the 
conflict in Syria and made it possible for 
the people in the region to visit these places 
of worship once again. The Chaldeans, Ya-
zidis, Arameans and Christians who cros-
sed over to our side have nothing to worry 
about. In the meantime, we are taking ext-
ra care to accommodate those that remain 
in Syria. We bring them food, clothes and 
medicine.

Q: Have there been any developments in the 
Turkish-American relations regarding FETO?

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN: 
We presented many documents on this 
matter during this visit. These documents 
demonstrate that FETO is a terrorist orga-
nization. They are the perpetrators of an at-
tempted coup against our state where 251 
citizens were martyred, and two thousand 
193 citizens were injured. The fact that the 
perpetrator of these events lives on a 400-
acre compound in America and from this 
location controls other places around the 
world is unacceptable. We brought new do-
cuments during this visit. We will present 
these documents as well. I hope that in light 
of these documents, they will hand over this 
terrorist like we have done in the past when 
we were requested to.

Q: Was the letter sent to you by President 
Trump brought up during your discussi-
ons? 

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN: 
Of course, I returned the letter to President 
Trump earlier today. I am saddened to see 
that the president of a country like the Uni-
ted States would deal with this terrorist 
called Ferhat Abdi Şahin. Ferhat Abdi Şa-
hin is a terrorist responsible for the deaths 
of hundreds of our citizens. He is a terrorist 
whom the currently incarcerated Abdullah 
Öcalan considers to be his adopted son. We 
are saddened to see the treatment accorded 
to such a person by our strategic partner, 
the United States. He received a similar tre-
atment from Russia as well. 
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Q: Why aren’t you negotiating with the 
Kurds in Syria the way you do with the 
Kurds in Iraq?

PRESIDENT RECEP TAYYİP ERDOĞAN: 
We need to make one distinction. We have 
no problem with the Kurds. Our problem is 
with terrorist organizations. Some of the 
Kurds are terrorists. Who are they? They 
are the YPG/PYD which is an offshoot of 
the PKK. We have good relations with our 
Kurdish brothers in Northern Iraq and we 
have nothing against our Kurdish brothers 
in northern Syria. When Assad would not 
accept the Kurds in northern Syria, I told 

him: “What you are doing is wrong, give 
these people their passports.” This is my po-
sition on this matter. 

More importantly, I would like to empha-
size that more than 50 members of parlia-
ment from my party are Kurdish. We have 
no problem with the Kurds. Our problem is 
with terrorists. I presume that you would 
not knowingly protect any terrorist either. 
Terrorism has no race, nationality, religion 
or country. A terrorist is a terrorist. If we 
don’t fight today, we will pay a heavy price 
tomorrow.

The decision by the United 
States House of Representatives 

on the so-called Armenian 
Genocide is disgraceful

Meeting with the Turkish-American Community
Washington D.C., USA, | November 13, 2019

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, Esteemed 
Citizens, Distinguished Members of the 
Muslim American Community, Dear Yo-
ung People who are the hope of our future, 
Honorable Ladies,

I greet you all with my warmest regards.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.
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Today, I am very pleased to be with my 
brothers and sisters who travelled here 
from Washington D.C., Maryland, Virginia 
and other neighboring states. I would like 
to thank all of you for your participation 
in this great event as well as your solida-
rity, loyalty and hospitality. I would like to 
thank the Diyanet Center of America and 
all my brothers and sisters who contribu-
ted to this wonderful gathering. I would 
like to start my remarks by conveying the 
greetings of your brothers, sisters, friends, 
family and loved ones in Turkey.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
greet my citizens, sisters and brothers ac-
ross the United States with my deepest and 
most heartfelt regards. I would especially 
like to greet our students, businesspeople, 
civil servants working for their country 
and our civil society organizations who 
represent the generosity of our nation in 
this country. I would like to pay my res-
pects to my brothers and sisters who pro-
udly represent the Turkish nation here, in 
defiance of the traitors who stab their own 
country and nation on the back. 

We are pleased to note that the Diyanet 
Center, which we inaugurated and gifted 
to you and the Muslim American commu-
nity on April 2, 2016, has become a place 
to meet for our brothers and sisters. Prai-
se be to Allah, this center has become, in a 
very short time, the pride and joy of Turks 
as well as all Muslim Americans in the Uni-
ted States. This center represents religion, 
culture, history and civilization of the Isla-
mic civilization, at a time when others are 

trying to identify Islam with terrorism. We 
are pleased to see that the center which 
embodies the art, aesthetics, elegance and 
dignity of our civilization offers services 
to our citizens, kin and our brothers and 
sisters from other countries. In fact, the 
children who take Turkish, history, cultu-
re, basic religious knowledge and Quran 
lessons at the Diyanet Center of Ameri-
ca, or the “little ones”, the “stars” and the 
“conquerors” by their class names, are also 
here with their families. We are pleased to 
meet these needs thousands of miles away 
from our homeland. We hope and desire 
that centers like this one that are worthy 
of the Muslim community will increase in 
number across the United States. I would 
like to express my best wishes to our yo-
ung students and congratulations to their 
families and teachers who support them in 
their classes.

You must be stronger and more 
organized wherever you are

My Dear Brothers,

Since 2002, we adopted a different appro-
ach towards our citizens including those 
who live abroad. We sought ways to streng-
then the ties between our homeland and 
our people who have long been ignored 
and excluded as guest workers. That is why 
we supported and encouraged many civil 
society organizations which were strugg-
ling to survive on limited financial means 
and human resources. Today, these civil 
society organizations have political and 

social influence in their countries. We wel-
comed all brothers and sisters living abro-
ad regardless of their ethnicity, belief and 
worldview so long as they did not resort 
to terrorism or treason against their own 
country. We built strong bridges between 
6.5 million people in the diaspora in nearly 
100 countries and the 82 million citizens 
living in our 81 provinces. We resorted to 
positive discrimination as necessary to inc-
rease the quantity and quality of our ser-
vices provided to the diaspora. Today, our 
brothers and sisters in the diaspora feel the 
presence of the Republic of Turkey by their 
side to a much greater extent than they did 
17 years ago. Turkey’s achievements in the 
economy, democracy, the defense industry 
and foreign affairs further strengthen your 
position here.

However, we are also aware of certain 
facts. Needs, circumstances, demands and 
consequently threats change over time. To-
day, our citizens who live abroad face new 
problems that cannot be compared with 
those they experienced in the 1980s or 
the 1990s. Our people face a broad range 
of issues which are all equally important. 
These problems include Islamophobia, xe-
nophobia, cultural racism and protecting 
our children’s sense of identity and belon-
ging. Similarly, representation and full ac-
cess to political rights in particular are also 
among the issues that are of concern to our 
brothers and sisters. Neo-Nazi parties and 
racist politicians set the agenda and drive 
government policies in Western countries 
in particular. Racist attacks that target our 
mosques, places of worship and the busi-

nesses owned by Muslims take place al-
most every day. The recent terrorist attack 
in New Zealand has clearly shown the ex-
tent of Islamophobia. Another attack of a 
similar nature took place in the United Sta-
tes only one month after the attack in New 
Zealand. There was an arson attempt on 
our New Haven Diyanet Mosque on May 
12, 2019. The fire seriously damaged the 
mosque, but praise be to Allah, there was 
no loss of life. Our state, including all of its 
institutions and departments, stands with 
you in fighting Islamophobia and xenop-
hobia. We will not leave a single brother or 
sister living abroad to the mercy of racist 
fanatics who are full of hate and revenge or 
the supporters of terrorist organizations.

In the future, we expect you to be stronger, 
better organized and more active wherever 
you are. A believer cannot remain isolated 
from his or her community. A believer has 
the responsibility to put up a struggle and 
help solve problems between brothers, sis-
ters, neighbors and friends. Muslims are 
always actively engaged in life and set an 
example to others with their way of life, 
work ethic, attitude, demeanor and mora-
lity. With this understanding in mind, you 
must remain connected to your core values 
while engaging fully with your community. 
I expect you to pass on the heritage of our 
1400-year-old civilization in the best pos-
sible way to our children who represent 
our future. 

It is also very important that you streng-
then your dialogue and connections with 
all the members of the Muslim American 
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Community. I believe that it will be much 
easier for us to overcome our problems if 
each of you stands out as an exemplary 
person. God willing, no threat will suffice 
to intimidate us if we manage to do these 
things. No obstacle will be insurmountable 
if we manage to be one and together and if 
all Muslims in the world act as bricks in a 
solid wall.

We did not fall for the tricks 
of those who want to sabotage 
Turkish-American relations

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As you know, Turkish-American relations 
have been going through a difficult time 
in recent days. Turkey will continue to 
act in a way that befits our alliance and 
strategic partnership with the United Sta-
tes. We have always acted on the basis of 
our common interests. We did not fall for 
the tricks of those who want to sabotage 
Turkish-American relations. However, 
we also never shied away from taking the 
steps necessary for the security of our co-
untry and the future of our nation. Our 
independence and future take precedence 
over any other issue. We will give our lives 
to protect our homeland and our indepen-
dence and never bow to pressure. Our his-
tory which spans more than 2 thousand 
200 years is full of similar examples. The 
recent steps we took are also based on this 
understanding. 

Operation Peace Spring, which we launc-
hed on October 9, is a sign of Turkey’s de-
termination in the fight against terrorism. 
I would like to emphasize that Operation 
Peace Spring is not an offensive targeting 
our Kurdish brothers and sisters. It is me-
rely an operation targeting terrorist organi-
zations. We will always fight against terro-
rists and terrorist organizations wherever 
necessary and ensure that they suffer the 
consequences of their actions. We lost ne-
arly 40 thousand people to terrorism in the 
last 30 years. All that time, nobody ever ra-
ised their voice and asked what was going 
on. Therefore, we are taking matters into 
our own hands and we will continue to do 
so. This operation clearly indicated that we 
will not allow a terror corridor in northern 
Syria. We frustrated the trap that was set 
up under the pretext of fighting against 
Daesh.

The safe zones we cleared in the region 
constitute the only real and concrete effort 
for the safe return of millions of Syrian re-
fugees currently living away from their ho-
meland. We currently host four million re-
fugees; this is a globally unmatched effort. 
Majority of these refugees, about 3 million 
650 thousand of them, are Arabs. The rest 
are Chaldeans, Yazidis and Christians. We 
offer them the best example of our hospi-
tality. There are also 350 thousand Kurds. 
Where did they come from? From Ayn 
al-Arab. Where did they come to? To our 
territory. During whose presidency? Oba-
ma was the president when they arrived, 
and we did not shut the door on the refu-
gees. However, nobody said “Let’s support 

them”. When it comes to talking, they talk. 
Day and night. They claim that Turkey is 
against Kurds. We have more Kurdish citi-
zens in our country than there are in the 
entire world. There are 50 Kurdish mem-
bers of parliament from my political party 
alone.

These are the facts covered up by the smear 
campaign against myself and my country 
since the first day of the operation. They 
claim that they are fighting against Daesh. 
They are lying; we were the ones who ac-
tually fought against Daesh. Where did we 
first fight them? In Al-Bab. We captured 
more than three thousand Daesh terrorists 
in Al-Bab. And, our struggle is ongoing. 
We have more than two thousand Daesh 
terrorists in our prisons. They are lying. 
They supposedly neutralized ten thousand 
Daesh terrorists. Where exactly did you do 
that? These are empty words...

Turkey and the Turkish nation will not step 
back or bow down to this smear campaign 
conducted through media outlets and poli-
tics. Turkey and Syria will not be safe and 
secure until the PKK and its Syrian offsho-
ot YPG are cleared from the region. In this 
context, we expect the United States to 
stop supporting this terrorist organization. 
In fact, we reiterated our request in this re-
gard to President Trump today. The two of 
us discussed all of the items on our agenda 
including the fight against terrorism and 
the Syrian crisis. We also reiterated our 
commitment to the goal of reaching 100 
billion dollars in bilateral trade. We con-
firmed our determination to improve Tur-

kish-American relations despite the burea-
ucratic obstacles that aim to slow us down. 
God willing, as two leaders, we will put our 
relations back on track.

As far as we are concerned, the 
decision by the United States 
House of Representatives is null 
and void

Dear Fellow Citizens,

I would like to emphasize a final point. The 
decision regarding the so-called Armeni-
an Genocide passed in the United States 
House of Representatives on October 29, 
2019, which is our Republic Day, is disgra-
ceful. First of all, our nation does not have 
a single blemish in its history that we can-
not face or give an account of. As a respon-
sible country, Turkey opened its archives 
to Turkish and foreign researchers and 
academics. We also made an offer to Arme-
nia to form a joint historical research com-
mission with third parties involved. Thus, 
we proved our good intentions and politi-
cal will to resolve this issue. Our archives 
are open. There are more than one million 
documents in the archives of our Armed 
Forces. We invited them, but they did not 
show up and will not show up. Why? Be-
cause they know very well that they will 
not find what they are looking for. They 
can go ahead and work on the small archi-
ves at Harvard in the United States. They 
can work on the small archive in France. 
No, they will not. They did not accept it. 
Whenever this issue is brought up, we al-
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ways emphasized that politicians must not 
assume the role of historians. Unfortuna-
tely, our good intentions and well-meaning 
steps have not been reciprocated.

As it is, Armenia is a very new country... It 
became a state in 1991. Before that, they 
used to migrate from place to place. When 
they lived in Turkey as migrants, there had 
to be a compulsory relocation and measu-
res were taken. Did you know that there are 
about 100 thousand Armenians currently 
living in Turkey? About 60 thousand of 
them are our citizens and the remaining 40 
thousand are illegal. But we did not deport 
those 40 thousand illegal persons. Why? 
We acted humanely. We could have sent 
them to Armenia, but we did not do that. 
This is an indication of our humanitarian 
approach as the Turkish nation. However, 
they ignore this fact and they do not want 
to accept it. 

Armenia also refrained from ratifying the 
protocols our countries signed in 2009. 
In the meantime, the Armenian diaspora 
carried on with a smear campaign built 
on lies and slander against our country. 
FETO used the one-dollar bill to organize 
themselves; these people have the dollars 
to do so. So, this is how the resolution in 
the United States House of Representa-
tives was prepared, organized and used 
as a tool for political revenge. It is clear 
as day that this decision has nothing to 
do with historical facts. As far as we are 
concerned, this decision is null and void. 
Those who believe that they can put pres-

sure on our country with these decisions 
will sooner or later understand that they 
are mistaken. We, on the other hand, will 
maintain our position and insist that this 
issue be tackled by able historians. 

If the United States wants to uphold justice, 
they should avoid taking a political positi-
on on an issue which must be decided by 
historians. They should at least pay heed to 
the report written by an American military 
delegation that visited our country after 
these events, which states that these claims 
are not true. Passing judgment without lis-
tening to both sides and taking misguided 
decisions will cause irreparable damage to 
Turkish-American relations. The US Senate 
should not give in to the black propaganda 
initiated by Armenian terrorist organizati-
ons that killed our citizens, mostly diplo-
mats and their families, in the 1970s and 
the 1980s. I believe that the Senate will act 
prudently and not make the same mistake 
as the House of Representatives. I ask all of 
you to support our country regarding this 
issue. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I wish you and your families health, 
peace and prosperity. Please convey the 
greetings of my nation and myself to our 
brothers and sisters in your cities.

Stay safe and may Allah be with you. All 
the best.

We must strive for good 
governance not just for our own 

citizens but for mankind as a whole

2nd Istanbul International Ombudsman Conference
Istanbul | November 18, 2019

Distinguished Speaker of the Parliament, 
Distinguished Ombudsmen, Esteemed 
Guests,

I would like to greet all of you with my dee-
pest regards. I would like to welcome all om-
budsmen and the representatives of similar 
institutions from around the world to Istan-
bul and Turkey. 

I hope that the 2nd Istanbul International 
Ombudsman Conference will be benefi-
cial to all humankind. I also wish success 
to the General Assembly of the Asian Om-
budsman Association and the General As-
sembly of the OIC Ombudsman Associati-
on which will take place within the scope 
of this conference. 
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I believe that the theme “Principles of Good 
Governance” is very timely since the con-
ference is taking place at a time when the 
world population is increasing, and state 
mechanisms are becoming more compli-
cated. Our nation has a very strong tradi-
tion in this respect. Kutadgu Bilig by Yusuf 
Has Hacib, Siyasetnama by Nizam al-Mulk, 
Epistle of Kochi Bey by Kochi Bey, and The 
Muqaddimah by Ibn Khaldun are writings 
about state administration that contain 
ideas that are ahead of their time. 

We also observe that states that fail to es-
tablish strong bonds with their citizens 
are much more vulnerable to internal and 
external interventions. It is impossible for 
any power or influence to bring down a 
country where citizens have a high sense 
of belonging. However, states that do not 
pay heed to the voice of their people, who 
fail to resolve their problems and oppress 
opposing views and objections face great 
suffering and destruction. There are a lot 
of states and governments, in our region 
in particular, that make this very mistake. 
Turkey stands out with the strong bond 
that exists between the state and the peop-
le shaped by the wisdom of its history. This 
is how we have managed to stand proud 
and grow more powerful in spite of facing 
terrorist attacks, economic traps and a host 
of other threats for many years. We adop-
ted as a principle the wise words “Let man 
flourish for the future of the state” by She-
ikh Edebali who is the spiritual founder of 
the Ottoman Empire, one of the greatest 
and long-lasting states in history. 

Allah advises us to live our lives based on 
the belief that “orders good and prohibits 

evil”. We always remember that a structure 
or an approach that is not human-centric, 
does not prioritize doing good over evil and 
is not honest is doomed to collapse sooner 
or later. The primary task of a state admi-
nistration is to establish and maintain mec-
hanisms for individual and common good. 
Turkey has compensated for the mistakes 
and shortcomings of the past with the re-
cent fundamental reforms it has underta-
ken. However, we went further by chan-
ging the system of government and placed 
the principle of the rule of national will at 
the center of our democracy. We believe 
that our state will grow stronger if we can 
enhance, diversify and make our nation’s 
pursuit of justice before public institutions 
more effective. Based on this approach, we 
have launched many practices including 
the right to individually petition the Cons-
titutional Court, CIMER which operates 
under our Presidency as well as various 
departments operating within municipali-
ties. The establishment of the Turkish Om-
budsman Institution under the auspices of 
the Grand National Assembly of Turkey is 
another product of the same approach.

Administration based on “the 
state above all else” is a thing of 
the past

Developments in technology and commu-
nication make it possible for individuals 
and organized groups to make their voices 
heard. It is unimaginable for public autho-
rities to ignore the voice of our citizens in 
any channel of communication. As a Presi-
dent with a strong and direct contact with 
the people in my visits and events across 

the country, I would be the first to oppose 
such indifference. This is the right course 
of action to take for the members of a civi-
lization which considers silence in the face 
of injustice as evil. Our country has enga-
ged in national and international affairs 
in a more decisive manner ever since we 
managed to release public resources from 
the clutches of some powers and put them 
to the service of our people. God willing, 
we will continue to take more steps and 
implement projects that will further imp-
rove the bond between our state and na-
tion. This solid foundation will be one of 
the most important elements of our 2053 
and 2071 visions that we entrust to futu-
re generations. I believe that friendly and 
brotherly countries will follow the same 
path and overcome their current problems 
as well as build a proud legacy for future 
generations. 

Distinguished Guests, 

In Turkish, we talk about “idare-i maslahat 
eylemek”, which means “going through 
the motions”. Although this phrase may be 
used to describe more than one situation, 
it means to maintain the status quo in the 
context of our theme here. Maintaining the 
status quo in this context refers to mainta-
ining the practices that people complain 
about and want to change. Insisting on ma-
intaining the status quo, especially when 
there are a growing number of complaints, 
is also a form of oppression. Our nation 
says, “Those who acquire power through 
oppression are doomed to fail.” The only 
way to prevent such oppression is to add-

ress each objection that pertains to rights 
and justice. A rigid and self-serving appro-
ach to state administration based on “the 
state above all else” is a thing of the past. It 
is widely accepted that such an understan-
ding has been replaced with a reliable and 
transparent state administration based on 
human rights and the rule of law. The the-
me of our conference, “good governance”, 
reflects this approach. 

The principle of protecting the individu-
al against the state, which constitutes the 
core of the modern state approach, is ab-
solutely the right principle as long as it is 
well defined. Who would object to princip-
les such as compliance with the law, elimi-
nation of discrimination, proportionality, 
equality, impartiality, honesty, kindness, 
transparency, respect for acquired rights, 
right to information, right to defense, re-
asoned decisions, clearly defined legal 
remedies and the protection of personal 
data? The problem is that Western count-
ries which maintain a balance between the 
state and the individual impose a different 
approach when it comes to other countri-
es. Countries lacking fully functioning de-
mocratic practices are so ashamed of their 
shortcomings that they either bow down to 
such impositions or react by implementing 
exactly the opposite. 

Another point of discussion is whether 
good governance practices change depen-
ding on historical, social and cultural heri-
tage as well as the security requirements of 
countries. If a country resolves its security 
issues, enhances its prosperity, has well-
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functioning democratic institutions and 
practices, then it is easier to set higher 
standards. However, holding a country 
that still struggles with these issues to 
the same standard prevents a constructi-
ve discussion. Moreover, we witness how 
some countries that claim to have advan-
ced democracies and human rights grow 
despotic almost overnight when confron-
ted with even a minor crisis. 

Therefore, the discussions on good gover-
nance must be conducted based on ideals 
and the facts on the ground. Turkey be-
nefits hugely from its state tradition and 
vast experience, so it is one of the count-
ries that suffers the least in this regard. 
Although we have our shortcomings, 
our experience with multi-party democ-
racy dates back almost 70 years. We have 
many mandatory rules and regulations in 
this respect, including Article 40 of our 
Constitution in particular. We have rich 
jurisprudence in our legal tradition with 
respect to prioritizing the individual in 
the relations between the state and the 
citizen. In this context, we also achieved 
significant progress with respect to the 
obligations we have undertaken in our re-
lations with the European Union and ot-
her international organizations. More im-
portantly, our government has been keen 
on making progress in good governance 
and is genuinely engaged in trying to sol-
ve practical problems. 

We are sharing our resources 
with four million refugees who 
were oppressed and persecuted

I underline these issues so that countries 
that sincerely focus on democracy, the rule 
of law, human rights and good governance 
in their efforts are not treated unfairly. For 
example, the European Code of Good Go-
vernance was enacted in 2001, nearly fifty 
years after the union was founded. We be-
lieve that it makes more sense to support 
countries striving for good governance 
than imposing on them for things that are 
beyond their power to implement. 

Distinguished Guests,

At its core, good governance is all about 
respecting human beings and their natural 
rights. Vast borders and economic prowess 
are not sufficient to deserve being called 
“a great state”. A great state is one that can 
ensure the security, peace and happiness 
of all members of the public in its gover-
nance. All of the activities in the context of 
good governance seek to achieve this goal. 
On the other hand, there is a big problem if 
the state itself threatens the security, peace 
and happiness of individuals. Such beha-
vior is what lies at the heart of most civil 
wars, turmoil, chaos and humanitarian cri-
ses in many parts of the world. 

Turkey has suffered significantly from the 
consequences of the ongoing humanitari-
an crises in its region by facing terrorist at-
tacks and a large influx of refugees. Develo-



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

351350

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

ped countries with very advanced national 
economies and governance systems closed 
their doors to refugees to protect the secu-
rity and prosperity of their citizens. We, 
however, embraced everyone arriving on 
our doorstep as a matter of humanitarian 
responsibility. We are sharing our resour-
ces to shelter, educate and provide healt-
hcare to more than four million refugees 
who have been oppressed and persecuted 
for years. 

However, the main opposition in our co-
untry says, “We will send them back to 
their country.” We will never hand over 
these people who suffered and fled barrel 
bombs; we will not send them back to be 
persecuted again. We love human beings. 
Therefore, we do not discriminate.

We do not say “let sleeping dogs lie” and 
content ourselves with keeping terrorist 
organizations at bay. Instead, we destroy 
them in their dens. We are fighting against 
many terrorist organizations such as Da-
esh, Al Qaeda, PKK/YPG and FETO which 
all threaten our country and the world. 
These efforts by Turkey not only ensure 
our peace and security, but also singlehan-
dedly fulfill the moral responsibility of the 
international community. While the recent 
refugee crisis laid bare many disgraceful 
incidents in many countries, praise be to 
Allah, we hold our head high and stand 
proud with our stance on this issue. 

Likewise, while there are many states that 
do not hesitate to join hands with terrorist 
organizations for the sake of oil or political 

interests, we maintain our honorable stan-
ce in this matter as well. However, we still 
find ourselves the subject of slander, such 
as for the so-called Armenian genocide. It 
is even more tragicomic for us to be thre-
atened with sanctions because of the legi-
timate steps we have taken to ensure our 
own security. History records all of these 
events. God willing, future generations 
will have the hindsight to assess today’s 
matters and give credit to Turkey and ot-
hers where it is due. Therefore, we should 
ask for good governance not only for our 
own citizens but for all humanity. None of 
us can be at peace unless we demand and 
implement the rule of law, justice, equality, 
respect and other principles for everyone. 
Those who are indifferent but pretend to 
champion freedom and prosperity behind 
high walls of their own making will un-
derstand others one day when they fall off 
their ivory towers. Unfortunately, it will be 
too little too late by then.

I hope that good governance, which is the 
theme of this year’s Istanbul International 
Ombudsman Conference, will be discussed 
with this perspective in mind. With these 
feelings, I wish success to the conference 
once again. I would like to thank the Om-
budsmen and all speakers for their parti-
cipation and contribution. I congratulate 
everyone who contributed to the organiza-
tion of this conference. 

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
All the best. 

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Secre-
tary General, Dear Guests, Brothers and Sis-
ters,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 
be upon you.

I greet you all wholeheartedly as I declare 

open the 35th Ministerial Session of the 

Standing Committee for Economic and 

Commercial Cooperation of the Organiza-

tion of Islamic Cooperation. As the Presi-

dent of COMCEC, I would like to welcome 

our distinguished guests to our country.

The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation must realize its 
strength and act accordingly

Opening of the 35th COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 27, 2019
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I am very pleased to welcome my brothers 
and sisters, who come from different cor-
ners of our heart, to Istanbul where civi-
lizations, continents and cultures meet. I 
would like to take this opportunity to send 
my heartfelt regards to our brothers and 
sisters as well as to all the oppressed and 
the persecuted around the world who fol-
low our meeting with great enthusiasm. I 
greet Mecca, the mother of all cities, and 
Medina, the city that was enlightened with 
the arrival of our Prophet (pbuh), from this 
beautiful town where cries of “Allahu Ak-
bar” can be heard in the skies for the past 
566 years. I greet the beautiful city of Al 
Quds which filled the hearts of poets with 
the flame of love and which groans today 
under occupation and persecution. I send 
my regards to the brave people of Palestine 
who have been defending Al Quds and Ha-
ram al-Sharif for decades with their lives.

I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
brothers and sisters who lost their lives in 
the earthquake in Albania yesterday and 
wish for a speedy recovery for the injured. 
I spoke to the Albanian Prime Minister Edi 
Rama on the phone twice after I received 
the news of the earthquake yesterday. I 
expressed our sympathies. The earthquake 
caused significant damage to some of their 
cities. Our responsibility here is to start ma-
king preparations for a donors’ meeting. I 
believe that helping Albania rebuild is our 
duty, especially the duty of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation. I believe that 
our help will be vital; it is also our obliga-
tion as brothers to provide help. I told the 
Prime Minister that our country is ready 

to provide any kind of support at this dif-
ficult time. He said that there are 26 dead 
and over 600 injured so far with some in 
serious condition and that they were ma-
king every effort to save the people buried 
under the rubble. He also said that rescue 
and aid activities were progressing with 
difficulty due to the size of the earthqua-
ke and severe winter conditions. He stated 
that Albania needs support and contributi-
ons from all of us to recover from the eart-
hquake quickly. 

Turkish AFAD and Red Crescent teams 
along with some emergency supplies sent 
by plane already reached Albania. In addi-
tion, I believe that our supply trucks will 
arrive in Albania today. Having suffered 
many major earthquakes in the past, we 
understand the pain of our friends in Al-
bania. All of us must assist Albania to treat 
the injured and provide shelter for those 
who lost their homes in the earthquake. 
From this rostrum, I invite the entire Isla-
mic world to support Albania during their 
time of need.

Muslims must shake off their 
lethargy 

Dear Guests,

The Islamic World faces many threats such 
as terrorism, internal conflict, sectaria-
nism as well as asabiyyah and jahilliyyah, 
all traces of which our Prophet (pbuh) says, 
he “stamped on”. New threats such as Isla-
mophobia and xenophobia which are on 
the rise in the West are also added to this 

list. It is becoming increasingly difficult for 
our brothers who live abroad as minoriti-
es to lead their lives as their faith dictates. 
Terrorist organizations with specific aims 
and their masterminds cause a bloodbath 
in our mosques, schools and marketpla-
ces. Unfortunately, it is mostly the Islamic 
countries who are plagued by famine, po-
verty, drought and income inequality. 28 
of the 54 lowest income countries in the 
world suffering from a food deficit are 
members of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.

Islamic countries make up 24 percent of 
the world’s population but only 9.7 per-
cent of global trade. The share of high-
tech products in our exports is less than 
4 percent. Muslims must shake off their 
lethargy. Natural resources bestowed 
upon us by Allah enrich Western countri-
es instead of our own people. The Islamic 
world is easily manipulated as it cannot 
stand united and tight knit like bricks in 
a wall. Due to this lack of unity, our words 
are not sufficiently heeded in the interna-
tional arena despite our economic power, 
population and means. 

Our geography is mostly one of tragedy, suf-
fering and conflict; a great mass of 1.7 billi-
on people wasting their energy on artificial 
agendas. Most of the blood spilled with we-
apons sold by Western arms dealers is blo-
od of Muslims. It is almost always Muslims 
who are massacred by proxy terrorist orga-
nizations that have ‘Islam’ in their name. 
Unfortunately, there is no commodity che-
aper than Muslim blood or life today. One 

million Syrian brothers and sisters who 
were killed by barrel bombs are nothing 
more than statistics for some people. No 
one cares about the tragedies of the ema-
ciated children in Yemen except for a few 
countries and organizations. No organiza-
tion including the United Nations Security 
Council hears the cries of innocent child-
ren who were murdered recklessly on the 
beach in Gaza where they were playing. We 
see similar suffering and tragedy in many 
other places such as Somalia, Afghanistan, 
Arakan, Turkistan and Libya. Muslim lives 
do not count when they are killed, oppres-
sed or face suffering; their anguish is just 
another photo opportunity.

Dear Brothers,

The ineptitude of organizations such as 
the Security Council who are responsible 
for protecting global peace and stability 
no doubt plays a huge part in furthering 
these double standards. These organizati-
ons take decisions based on the whims and 
interests of five permanent members ins-
tead of upholding justice and fairness. The 
fate of all humanity, including the Islamic 
world, is at the mercy of five member sta-
tes of the Council. The Islamic world has 
no agency to freely make decisions con-
cerning its own future. This unjust system 
built by the victors of World War II cannot 
be allowed to continue forever. The reform 
of the global security architecture in line 
with current circumstances is no longer a 
choice but a necessity. As Caliph Omar said, 
“Justice is the basis of states.” A system that 
favors power over justice cannot possibly  
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We cannot turn a blind eye to the 
persecution that surrounds us 

Dear Guests,

The grave situation we face places an even 
bigger responsibility on our shoulders. 
Muslims have a duty to uphold justice, 
fairness and peace under all circumstan-
ces. When we see evil, we are obliged to 
oppose it first with our hands, then with 
our words, and, if we are unable to do eit-
her, with our hearts. The orders of Allah in 
our holy book, the Holy Quran, are very 
clear: “Allah commands justice and good 
conduct and giving to relatives; He forbids 
immorality, bad conduct and oppression.” 
No individual who violates these holy com-
mands can ever serve Islam or be useful to 
Muslims. 

We cannot turn a blind eye to the persecu-
tion that surrounds us. We cannot remain 
indifferent, like others, to the injustice we 
witness. Getting angry at darkness and ex-
pecting help from strangers serve no pur-
pose. We must light a beacon of hope to pi-
erce that darkness. We must fight against 
injustices to the best of our ability, like the 
ant that carried water to put out the fire 
that burned Prophet Ephraim (pbuh). Ot-
herwise, we will not be able to account for 
our deeds on the day of reckoning when 
we will be held accountable for the smal-
lest good or evil and our mothers will ack-
nowledge their children accordingly. 

I have no doubt that “defenders of justice” 
who work tirelessly to uphold justice will 

exist as long as there is persecution in the 
world. It is the duty of Muslims to be the 
“defenders of justice in the 21st century”. 
If we fall out with each other as Islamic 
countries and Muslims who are the follo-
wers of a religion of peace, innocent people 
who put their faith in us will be exposed 
to greater suffering. For us, brotherhood 
should not only be in words but also in de-
eds; we must be brothers in all areas, be it 
technical, commercial, economic, cultural 
and social. To that end, we must look for 
ways to utilize our means, organizations 
and institutions in the best and most effec-
tive way possible. We must be aware of our 
strength, our capacity and our potential. 

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
which celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year and represents the Islamic world, is 
one of the best resources we have. This or-
ganization is the second largest internatio-
nal organization after the United Nations 
with 56 member states and 5 observers. 
Turkey has been an active member since 
its foundation and has made every effort to 
make the organization stronger and more 
effective. We made great efforts especially 
during our presidency, where we assumed 
responsibility to meet the expectations of 
the Islamic world. We held two Extraordi-
nary Summits in December 2017 and May 
2018 to swiftly respond to the attacks aga-
inst the legal status of Al-Quds Ash-Sharif. 
As the Organization of Islamic Cooperati-
on, we voiced our outrage in Istanbul aga-
inst the persecution faced by our Pales-
tinian brothers and sisters as well as the 
faits accomplis regarding Al-Quds, the city 

of Prophets. We also took this issue to the 
United Nations General Assembly Emer-
gency Special Sessions. As a result, the 
decisions taken at these summits with an 
overwhelming majority of votes affirmed 
our position in the collective conscience of 
the international community. 

I find it crucial to underline that if we fail to 
react to an act of persecution, we will have 
encouraged the persecutor. Israel, who 
does not respect the Palestinians’ right to 
life, property and work, jeopardizes the fu-
ture of the region and the world. Those who 
plunder Al-Quds, the holy city of three reli-
gions, and try to make it the nexus of their 
own belief alone are making a grave mista-
ke. When Western countries spoil Israel, it 
serves no purpose other than wittingly or 
unwittingly to stir up conflict. Turkey is de-
termined to continue defending the rights 
of Palestinians and the sanctity of Al-Quds 
in all platforms.

We are witnessing hate crimes 
targeting Muslim women 

Dear Brothers,

Islamophobia and xenophobia are 
spreading like the plague, especially in 
Western societies. Almost every day, we 
bear witness to hate crimes targeting 
Muslim businesses, places of worship and 
Muslim women who walk on the street. 
The so-called defenders of democracy 
and human rights play the ostrich when it 
comes to the persecution of Muslims and 

migrants in their own territory. Insults 
against our Prophet (pbuh) are being 
excused under the pretext of free speech. 
Racist massacres that claim the lives of our 
citizens are trivialized using casual phrases 
such as “kebab murders”. I am afraid that 
the future of the Muslim diaspora will be 
a dark one unless we adopt a united stance 
against these attacks. 

We took some steps in this context during 
our presidency of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation after the Christchurch 
terrorist attack which claimed the lives 
of 52 Muslims. As the President of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
we called an Emergency Executive 
Committee meeting after this serious 
incident. We called on the United Nations 
and other international and regional 
organizations to declare March 15 as “the 
Day of International Solidarity Against 
Islamophobia” in the final statement we 
released after the meeting. We worked hard 
to draw attention to this issue in the Islamic 
world and the international community. 
Then we called a United Nations General 
Assembly meeting and led the efforts for 
the adoption of a resolution in this context. 

We had emphasized some issues and set 
concrete goals when we took over the Pre-
sidency of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation in 2016. In this respect, we laid 
the foundations of many important mec-
hanisms during our presidency after the 
adoption of the 12th OIC Ten-Year Prog-



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

357356

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

ram of Action. These include the Youth 
Strategy, the Advisory Women Council, 
the Contact Group of Friends of Mediati-
on, the OIC Red Network and the Centre 
for Police Cooperation and Coordination. 
I would like to express my gratitude and 
the gratitude of my country to all member 
countries who supported us during our 
presidency, immediately responded to our 

calls, and never shied away from assuming 
responsibility. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
wish success to Saudi Arabia who assumed 
the Presidency until 2021 following the 
14th summit. I thank Secretary General 
Al-Othaimeen and his colleagues for their 
contributions to our joint efforts. 

Distinguished President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan İlham Aliyev, Esteemed Prime 
Minister of Georgia Giorgi Gakharia, Bos-
nian Member of the Presidency of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina Šefik Džaferović, Spe-
aker of the National Assembly of Serbia 
Maja Gojkovic, Distinguished Ministers, 
Ambassadors, Esteemed Representatives 
of the Energy Industry,

I greet you all with my most heartfelt fee-
lings and regards.

I hope that the European connection of 
the Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
TANAP which is the backbone of the Sout-
hern Gas Corridor Project will be benefici-
al for everyone. I am pleased to host you 
in our country on the occasion of this im-
portant opening ceremony. I would like to 

TANAP is the most concrete
sign of our peaceful vision

The Opening Ceremony of TANAP - Europe Connection
Edirne | November 30, 2019
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thank all our guests for coming to Edirne 
on this special day. 

We are witnessing a historic moment for 
our countries and our region today. We 
are justifiably proud to have successfully 
completed a seven-and-a-half-year long 
challenging project through patience, de-
termination and the united efforts of Tur-
key, Azerbaijan and Georgia. TANAP is 
connected to the European TAP line, the 
Trans Adriatic Gas Pipeline, through the 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey route. The 
line also benefits Bulgaria, Greece, Ma-
cedonia, Albania, Serbia, and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina by extension. I would like 
to emphasize that this regional project is 
a project of peace. We cannot ignore the 
contributions of Georgia which serves as 
a bridge to Anatolia.

First and foremost, this project is a symbol 
of the deep-rooted friendship between our 
countries. TANAP owes its progress to the 
Turkish-Azeri relations that are based on 
mutual trust. The cooperation between the 
producing, transit and consuming countri-
es and the stakeholder companies was also 
instrumental in the success of the project. 
As you may recall, we took the first step re-
garding TANAP when we signed the Inter-
governmental Agreement and the Host Go-
vernment Agreement in Istanbul in June 
2012. We finalized the Shah Deniz 2 Final 
Investment Decision Agreement with a ce-
remony held in Baku in December 2013. 
Then the Presidents of Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia attended the groundbreaking 
ceremony of TANAP in Kars on March 17, 

2015. We held the opening ceremony for 
TANAP three years later on June 12, 2018 
in Eskişehir with the participation of all 
friendly and brotherly countries. We have 
been working hard to bring the TANAP 
project to life since June 2012. We moved 
forward with TANAP as planned, despite 
many hurdles both domestic and interna-
tional as well as regional disputes which, 
at times, evolved into hot clashes. TANAP 
owes its progress to the personal interest of 
my dear brother Aliyev, the cooperation of 
Georgian authorities and the efforts of all 
our brothers who put their hearts and so-
uls into this project. We are witnessing the 
results of our hard work today. As of today, 
we have completed the part of this mag-
nificent project, which is dubbed the Silk 
Road of Energy, that lies in our countries 
within the planned time frame and in line 
with our goals and commitments. 

The amount of gas transported 
to Turkey via TANAP reached 
3.23 billion cubic meters 

With this project, we have reaffirmed our 
will to put our wealth to the service of our 
citizens, the peoples of the region and all of 
humanity. Our aim with TANAP was to se-
cure the energy needs of our country and 
to contribute to the energy supply security 
of Europe. TANAP is the most of important 
part of the 3 thousand 500-kilometer-long 
energy corridor that runs between Azerba-
ijan and Europe. As of today, Azeri natural 
gas goes through 20 provinces, 67 districts 
and 600 villages in our country on its way 
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to Europe. Our collective vision of making 
16 billion cubic meters of Azeri natural gas 
available to Turkey and Europe has beco-
me a reality thanks to TANAP. Six billion of 
the 16 billion cubic meters of natural gas 
will be used within our country, while the 
remaining 10 billion will be transported 
to Europe. The volume of gas transported 
to Turkey via TANAP reached 3.23 billion 
cubic meters as of November 18, 2019. We 
plan to raise the capacity of TANAP first to 
24 billion cubic meters and then to 31 bil-
lion cubic meters in the future. From now 
on, the responsibility falls on our neigh-
bors across the border. The Trans-Adriatic 
Natural Gas Pipeline TAP must be comple-
ted as soon as possible for the delivery of 
natural gas to Europe to begin. God willing, 
we expect TAP to be completed in 2020.

Dear Friends,

Humanity fought for control over energy 
resources for the last two centuries and 
millions of people died as a result. Our 
region is special in that it has witnessed 
more than its fair share of violent compe-
tition over these resources. This struggle is 
the underlying cause of instability that has 
been plaguing the Middle East for decades. 
The mentality that values a drop of oil over 
a drop of blood has failed to bring peace 
and security to our world. However, this 
mentality remains in place for certain po-
wers even today, despite the massive amo-
unts of pain, death and destruction it cau-
sed. Certain groups prefer creating tension 
instead of a fair distribution, especially in 
the case of the hydrocarbon resources in 

the Eastern Mediterranean. They resort to 
threats and extortion even though it is pos-
sible to distribute these resources fairly. 
But they need to know that no individual 
or country is above international law. Im-
positions will not yield any results. Faits 
accomplis will not get anybody anywhere. 
No country can force another to relinquish 
its rights through veiled threats. Turkey in 
particular will never bow to such nonsen-
se. We will neither give up our rights nor 
let the rights and interests of the Turkish 
Cypriots be usurped. 

It is impossible to exclude the country 
with the longest sea borders in the Eastern 
Mediterranean from any projects to be 
conducted there. Our two state-of-the-art 
drilling vessels, Fatih and Yavuz, and two 
seismic research vessels currently conti-
nue their exploration in the region. Our 
Navy ensures the security of our vessels 
and their crew at the highest level. I belie-
ve that we will see results from the activi-
ties conducted by these vessels in the near 
future. I am confident that our exploration 
efforts will find peace and prosperity ins-
tead of conflict and blood. I would like to 
take this opportunity to call upon all par-
ties in the Eastern Mediterranean. Let us 
turn energy into a tool for cooperation rat-
her than a tool for conflict; let us revert to 
diplomacy instead of resorting to methods 
that will harm our region.

Dear Friends,

We all know that energy is a key global is-
sue as a result of the growing population 

and global economy. We also observe that 
the world energy map is shifting, and that 
new players, new projects and new models 
of cooperation are emerging, such as the 
one that brings us together today. We beli-
eve that effective cooperation between pro-
ducing, transit and consuming countries 
is important in ensuring energy security. 
Turkey is strategically located between 
countries that produce energy and count-
ries that consume it. Our neighbors hold 
70 percent of the total natural gas reserves 
and 60 percent of the total oil reserves in 
the world.

Our country is the 4th largest natural gas 
market in Europe and the 18th largest in 
the world. All 81 cities in Turkey have 
access to natural gas today, compared to 
five in 2002. We extended our natural gas 
distribution network to over 144 thou-
sand kilometers as of August 2019. We de-
livered natural gas to 66.5 million people 
who make up 81 percent of our populati-
on. Our natural gas demand reached 49.3 
billion cubic meters in 2018. We plan to 
increase our natural gas storage capacity 
from 4 billion cubic meters to 11 billion 
cubic meters. We launched two floating 
gas storage and re-gasification vessels. 
God willing, we will add one more. This 
year, we laid the foundations of the final 
expansion of the Tuz Gölü Natural Gas 
Storage Facility which has a capacity of 
5.4 billion cubic meters. Once this expan-
sion becomes operational in 2023, we will 
have the biggest natural gas storage faci-
lity in the world.

We will not give up our rights, 
nor will we allow the rights 
of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus to be usurped

We are aware that these figures and sta-
tistics, alongside their benefits for our 
country, burden us with serious responsi-
bilities. In fact, we have always been fully 
aware of these responsibilities in our acti-
ons. We never abandoned dialogue, diplo-
macy and international law despite facing 
many double standards. We favored coope-
ration over competition, negotiation over 
tension, and dialogue instead of conflict. 
We ran towards those who took one step 
towards us. We will continue to act with 
the same best intentions in the future. We 
will neither give up our rights or let the 
rights of the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus be violated, nor will we try to usurp 
the rights of others. We will continue to 
work for justice, stability and regional co-
operation.

TANAP, which we inaugurate today at this 
European connection ceremony, is the most 
concrete sign of our country’s peaceful vi-
sion. With TANAP, we are reconnecting Eu-
rope and Asia at a time when trade wars, 
terror, street incidents and instabilities oc-
cupy the global agenda. We are sending a 
message of partnership and cooperation to 
our region and the world today. We are one 
step closer to transforming Turkey into the 
energy trading center for three continents.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

363362

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

While I end my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I wish for the Opening Ceremony of 
TANAP European Connection to be benefi-
cial for everyone. I express my gratitude to 
everyone who contributed to the project. I 
offer my thanks to my dear brother Ilham 
Aliyev for his leadership. I express our gra-
titude to our neighbor Georgia for their 
cooperation and for making this project 
possible. I believe that we will realize new 

win-win projects in the future. I greet all of 
you wholeheartedly. Long live the Azerbai-
jan-Turkey brotherhood.

Are we all ready? Let the whole world hear! 
Now we press the button and release the 
gas into the thousands-of-kilometers-long 
TANAP pipeline through Azerbaijan and 
Georgia. 

All the best.

Dear Citizens, Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Dear Young People whose eyes shine with 

the bright light of future, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly. 

I send my greetings to the oppressed in 
Asia, Africa, Turkistan, Kashmir, Arakan, 
Yemen, Libya and Syria whose hearts beat 
with ours. I send my heartfelt regards to 
my Palestinian brothers and sisters who 
defend Jerusalem, our first Qibla, with the-
ir lives. I am happy to be here with you on 

Those who shamefully dared 
to strong-arm Turkey with 

terrorism have failed

Address to Turkish Citizens in the United Kingdom
London, United Kingdom | December 04, 2019



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

365364

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

the occasion of the NATO Leaders Summit. 
I would like to express my gratitude to the 
people who brought us together tonight. I 
thank my brothers and sisters who are gat-
hered in this hall for your love and loyalty. 
I would also like to extend my thanks to 
my brother Anas Altikriti, the CEO of the 
Cordoba Foundation, on behalf of all NGOs 
represented here. 

I would like to welcome our dear guests 
to this wonderful program organized with 
the participation of our citizens and our 
brothers and sisters. We bring the sincere 
regards of your brothers and sisters, famili-
es and friends in Turkey. We also bring the 
love of Anatolia; the abundance of Thrace; 
the tolerance of Konya; the brotherhood of 
Mardin and Diyarbakır; the magnificence 
of Istanbul entrusted to us by Fatih; the 
adoration of Urfa, the city of Prophets; and 
Hatay, the city of Habib’i Neccar. I know 
that even in London, you keep your mot-
herland, your home and your nation in 
your heart at all times. I am aware that 
your prayers and support are always with 
us during these difficult times for our co-
untry. Some of you immigrated here to 
study, others to work or to build yourselves 
a better and free life when our country was 
struggling with tutelage. When you came 
here, you left tearful families, friends and 
loved ones behind. The late Erdem Beyazıt, 
one of the seven great artists in Turkish li-
terature, expresses this departure with the 
following verse:

“Farewell, my homeland, the place I was 
born

The cure for all my ailments;

Whose rivers and fruit

Are the blood and flesh of my body.

The fields of my memories

Where I grew my seeds of hope

When I felt helpless and sad.

The streets, gardens, and fountains

That I know all too well.

The land where I became who I am;

Where I raised my children;

Met the love of my life;

And left my mother and my father,

Farewell!”

You built new lives in this land thousands 
of kilometers away from your homeland 
which you left with these sentiments. You 
persevered through many hardships and 
never gave up. You created a new home-
land for yourselves by saying, “If there is a 
will, there is a way.” You make us and your 
families proud with your success. You pro-
udly represent our nation whose history is 
full of glorious victories. This country that 
was once “the bitter land” is now your new 
home. I would like to thank each and every 
one of you on behalf of my country and my 
nation. I pray that Allah will keep you safe 
from any trouble.

We have no interest in Syrian 
territory, but those who do 
should please leave

Dear Brothers, 

I would like to state one thing with great 
pleasure: Turkey is in good hands. Peace, 
prosperity and security prevail in Turkey; 
we are much stronger than we were 17 ye-
ars ago. Turkey today is both a deal maker 
and a deal breaker in its region, not a figu-
rine manipulated by other countries. Tur-
key today is no longer a country begging 
for a couple of billion dollars, but the most 
generous country in the world in terms 
of humanitarian aid relative to GDP. Our 
economy is 3.5 times bigger compared to 
2002, the GDP per capita has increased 
from three thousand 500 dollars to nine 
thousand 700 dollars and our exports 
break new records every year. Turkey to-
day has fully completed its transportation 
network with divided highways, bridges, 
high-speed railways, tunnels, intersecti-
ons, bridges, viaducts, airports and other 
connections that adorn the links between 
Europe and Asia. We have a strong navy 
protecting our rights and interests in the 
Aegean, the Black Sea and the Eastern Me-
diterranean. Turkey hosts and cares for 
more than four million refugees and vic-
tims of oppression. No other country in 
the world hosts more refugees than Turkey 
today. Approximately three million 250 
thousand of the four million refugees in 
Turkey are Arabs while 350 thousand are 
Kurds. Others are Yazidis, Chaldeans and 

Arameans. What did the European Union 
do for them? They promised 6 billion euros 
but only gave 3 billion. Furthermore, that 
money does not go into our national bud-
get. And how much did we spend? More 
than 30 billion dollars so far. This is what 
makes Turkey different.

Turkey today conducts operations within 
and outside its borders to protect its natio-
nal security without seeking anyone’s per-
mission thanks to its independent foreign 
policy. Everybody tries to offer us advice. 
“What are you doing in Syria?”, they ask. 
They also ask, “When will you leave Syria?” 
And in response, we ask them: “What are 
you doing in Syria?” Do they have a border 
to Syria? No. So, what business could they 
have there? We have a 911-kilometer-long 
border with Syria, but they have to travel 
three, five or ten thousand kilometers to 
reach this region. The terrorist organizati-
ons, namely the YPG/PYD, Daesh and the 
PKK, fire mortars and missiles on our citi-
es. Our citizens are martyred and injured 
in these attacks. So, are we to sit hands tied 
and watch this happen? Yes, our forces are 
in Syria and they will not leave until we cle-
ar the region from terrorists. I can say with 
utmost sincerity that we have no interest 
in Syrian territory, but those who do sho-
uld please leave.

Turkey today ensures the security of 82 
million people living within its borders 
while wielding its diplomatic weight to de-
fend the rights of the 6.5 million Turkish 
citizens who live abroad. These achieve-
ments show that Turkey has gained self-
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confidence and self-esteem and is ready to 
realize its true potential which remained 
unfulfilled for decades. No doubt, these 
achievements belong to us all. This success 
belongs to our people who are ready to sac-
rifice their lives for their country, national 
will and democracy as well as their future 
and independence as they did on the night 
of July 15. Our country made progress 
thanks to a sense of mobilization adopted 
by all of its citizens, including the Presi-
dent, bureaucrats, politicians, workers, 
students, industrialists, shopkeepers and 
its diaspora. I encourage you to rest easy. 
I ask you to have faith in Turkey and have 
confidence in your government.

Our country is taking decisive steps to gu-
arantee its future and the future of our re-
gion. Our efforts contribute to building a 
world based on solidarity instead of conf-
lict, justice instead of persecution, and pe-
ace instead of war. All machinations aga-
inst Turkey that include weapons, death, 
pain, blood, oppression and threats are 
unravelling one by one. Those who shame-
fully dared to strong-arm Turkey with ter-
rorism have failed. Our 82 million citizens 
continue their sacred journey in complete 
solidarity, peace and brotherhood.

Dear Brothers,

Dear Citizens,

Turkey and the United Kingdom have a 
history spanning more than four centuri-
es. Our deep-rooted cooperation continu-
es to expand, grow stronger and gain new 

dimensions every day. There is a dynamic 
and productive Turkish community of al-
most half a million in the United Kingdom. 
Your presence builds a human bridge bet-
ween our two countries. The Turkish dias-
pora in this country is much more active 
and organized compared to 15 or 20 years 
ago. The Turkish community plays an ins-
trumental role in the development of our 
relations with the United Kingdom. The 
growing presence of our citizens in trade 
is especially a source of pride for our co-
untry. Turkish entrepreneurs make sig-
nificant contributions to the economy of 
the United Kingdom through the projects, 
partnerships and businesses they establish 
in various industries.

You must be better organized 
and act in solidarity with each 
other 

Thanks to your efforts, we reached and in 
fact exceeded our bilateral trade volume 
target of 20 billion dollars that was deter-
mined at the beginning of 2017. Likewise, 
our tourism numbers are increasing expo-
nentially every year. We hosted two milli-
on 250 thousand tourists from the United 
Kingdom in Turkey last year. This figure 
increased by 13.5 percent and reached 
two million 443 thousand in the first 10 
months of this year. God willing, we will 
reach a new record in tourism by the end 
of 2019. I believe that the momentum we 
captured in the economy, tourism, defen-
se industry and investments will continue 
to grow.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to engage in some self-criticism. We ob-
serve that our citizens are not as success-
ful in politics as they are in economic life. 
However, the unique circumstances in the 
United Kingdom make it imperative for 
our citizens to participate in politics. If the 
Turkish diaspora is not properly represen-
ted in politics and civil society, then its inf-
luence over policies that concern its future 
will be limited. Our non-governmental or-
ganizations in the United Kingdom must 
act keenly to preserve their national ties, 
more so than anywhere else. Thus, we ex-
pect you to be better organized and to act 
in solidarity at all times. Praise be to Allah; 
no obstacle will deter you so long as you do 
not allow hopelessness and lack of confi-
dence in your lives. Nobody can divide you 
if you stand united around the same ideals.

Dear Friends,

I expressed my condolences at the NATO 
Meeting today. Turkey has lost many citi-
zens to terrorism in the last 40 years. Ho-
wever, no one expressed their condolences 
or reached out to us in these many years. 
Those who sent thousands of truckloads 
of weapons, ammunition, tools and equ-
ipment to terrorist organizations did not 
sell us weapons, tools or equipment when 
we were prepared to pay for them. Yet we 
worked hard, and we persevered. Bad ne-
ighbors forced us to put our house in order. 

We told those who advised us in our fight 
against terrorism to keep their own advi-
ce and we invited those who insisted on 

using the phrase “Islamic terrorism” to 
have a look in the mirror. The word Islam 
comes from the Arabic word “silm”, which 
means “peace”. Islam is a religion of peace. 
One cannot associate our religion of peace 
with terrorism and use the word Islam to 
characterize acts of terrorism. I condemn 
all who use this expression. And I ask them 
this: who killed 51 Muslims while they pra-
yed in New Zealand? It was a Christian. Yet 
do we refer to him as the Christian terro-
rist? Have we ever said anything like that? 
We never have and we never will. Why? 
Because our religion, Islam, would not al-
low it. Let us talk about how we can restore 
the relations between our religions first. 
Some disrespectful leaders of respectab-
le countries are unfortunately still using 
the phrase “Islamic terrorism”. This can-
not be allowed. We cannot accept this. In 
bilateral meetings, I tell leaders to refrain 
from using these expressions because they 
offend Muslims. In our religion, we do not 
“turn the other cheek”, a twisted version of 
which seems acceptable in this context to 
some in Christianity. Similarly, our religion 
does not condone oppression.

Dear Friends,

Turkish community in the United King-
dom can enjoy a stronger political, eco-
nomic, social and cultural presence only 
if our children and young people recei-
ve a good education. It is crucial that our 
children and youth learn their language 
and their culture and maintain their ties 
to their homeland. However, this is not an 
obstacle preventing integration. It is na-
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tural for individuals to feel that they be-
long to more than one country in the age 
of globalization. In this context, expecting 
immigrants to deny their roots in order to 
integrate them with their adopted society 
is immoral. To date, assimilation did not 
work anywhere in the world and it will not 
work in the future. 

To ensure the integration of immigrants in 
society, the host community must first ack-
nowledge them and respect their rights. 
We are aware that the United Kingdom has 
an inclusive mindset that is exemplary as 
compared to many Western countries. God 
willing, the Cambridge Mosque that we 
will inaugurate on Thursday will be one of 
the symbols of this mindset. I believe that 
this mosque which was built with contri-
butions from the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs and the efforts of my brother Yusuf 
Islam will be a source of pride for all Mus-
lims living in these lands.

Rising Islamophobia is a 
concern not only for us, but also 
for the Western world as a whole

We are closely following Brexit. Relevant 
Ministries are working hard to ensure that 
our citizens who live and work in the Uni-
ted Kingdom are not adversely affected by 
this process. We place great importance to 
protecting the rights of our citizens post-
Brexit with respect to migration granted 
on the basis of the association agreement 
between Turkey and the European Union. 
We will continue our close cooperation 

with the United Kingdom authorities on 
this matter in the future.

Unfortunately, racism, discrimination 
and Islamophobia are on the rise thro-
ughout Europe recently. Far-right move-
ments mostly target Muslims and the Tur-
kish community. Recent elections in the 
European Parliament show that identity 
politics is becoming increasingly preva-
lent across Europe. Long-standing preju-
dice no doubt plays a big role in this out-
come. Reckless remarks by the media and 
some politicians only serve to exacerbate 
such prejudice. Rising Islamophobia is a 
concern not only for our citizens, but also 
for the Western world as a whole. Neo-Na-
zi organizations threaten the peace, secu-
rity and future of humanity just as much 
as Daesh and the PKK. We must fight aga-
inst these organizations with the same de-
termination we have in our fight against 
Daesh and Al-Qaeda. Ignoring and unde-
restimating this problem or, even worse, 
stoking it for political gain cannot pos-
sibly result in a good outcome for anyone.

Dear Brothers, 

We express our outrage against racist 
trends and hate speech on every platform. 
We make every effort on the ground and 
at the negotiating table to protect your 
rights. We expect you to support our ef-
forts by making full use of the opportuni-
ties presented by democracy and the rule 
of law. We ask you to stand up to the PKK/
YPG terrorists and heinous FETO suppor-
ters who abuse the freedoms in this co-
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untry. Please reveal the true face of these 
malicious organizations to your counter-
parts. As a Turk living in the United King-
dom, express your dismay regarding the 
tolerance shown to these organizations. 
Emphasize that these organizations are 
enemies of the United Kingdom as well, 
and that terrorism threatens the future of 
all of humanity regardless of country or 
nationality. 

In the meantime, do not fall into their 
traps. Please do not allow fanatics from 
these terrorist organizations to sway our 
youth. Never lose your vast tolerance 
which sets an example to the world. Do 

not abandon the platforms of law, democ-
racy and legitimacy as you fight against 
any injustice you face. Lies and slander 
spread by the supporters of such terrorist 
organizations will be exposed eventually, 
as long as you uphold justice and equality. 
The Republic of Turkey stands by you in 
your efforts. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to thank you for your hospitality. I would 
like to thank the United Kingdom for al-
ways supporting our country.

I extend my greetings and respect to every 
one of you. Be safe and may Allah be with 
you. All the best.

This mosque is the best 
response to rising Islamophobia

Cambridge Central Mosque Opening
Cambridge, United Kingdom  | December 5, 2019

United Kingdom Minister of State Lord 
Ahmad, Mayor of Cambridgeshire and Pe-
terborough James Palmer, Mayor of Camb-
ridge Gerri Bird, Distinguished Members 
of the Board of Trustees of the Cambridge 
Central Mosque, Distinguished Members 
of the Muslim Community in the United 
Kingdom, My Dear Citizens, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I greet you with my deepest regards.

I extend my deepest regards to my citizens 
across the United Kingdom. I would also 
like to greet Muslim brothers and sisters 
of all ethnicities, countries, languages and 
color whose hearts beat with us.

I am very happy to be here on the occasion 
of the opening ceremony of the Cambrid-
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ge Mosque and Complex, which is the first 
environmentally friendly place of worship 
in Europe. I thank and praise Allah for bes-
towing such a great opportunity upon me. 
I would like to thank each and every one of 
you for sharing our enthusiasm and parta-
king in our joy. 

Today, we are not only opening a mosque 
and a complex in Cambridge; we are also 
presenting this city with a monument that 
rejects conflict and hostility in every stone 
and engraving. I hope that the Cambridge 
Mosque, which is the fruit of more than 10 
years of effort, will be beneficial to all Mus-
lims living in the UK including our fellow 
Turkish citizens and people of Turkish des-
cent. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mr. David Marks, the architect of our 
mosque, who sadly passed away in 2017. 
I also pray that Allah will have mercy on 
our sister Baraka Khan, a student at Camb-
ridge University who sadly passed away 
very young. Our sister Baraka launched a 
campaign to raise money for our mosque 
whilst she was fighting a serious illness. 
The money raised by Baraka’s campaign 
was used in the making of the women’s 
chamber in our mosque. In order to keep 
her memory alive, it was called “The Room 
of Baraka”. I pray that Allah will welcome 
our sister Baraka and the benevolence of 
other donators.

I would like to take this opportunity to exp-
ress my condolences on the death of two 
victims, who were both Cambridge Uni-

versity graduates, on Friday at the London 
Bridge terrorist attack.

Cambridge Mosque is Europe’s 
first environmentally friendly 
mosque

Cambridge Mosque is the product of a 
truly strong solidarity and cooperation. 
Several Turkish institutions, the Türkiye 
Diyanet Foundation in particular, sup-
ported the process of gifting this city with 
this mosque. I would like to congratulate 
Mr. Abdul Hâkim Murat, Mr. Yusuf Islam 
and the esteemed members of the Board 
of Trustees of the Mosque, who led the 
project along with our Diyanet Foundati-
on. Of course, I cannot overlook Zeynep’s 
efforts, am I right my brother Yusuf? She 
put in great effort, she worked very hard 
and made me work hard, too. I would like 
to thank her for that. I wholeheartedly 
congratulate everyone, including the wor-
kers, engineers, architects, calligraphers 
and illuminators. Of course, we are most 
obliged to master calligrapher Mr. Hüse-
yin Kutlu in particular. Master calligrap-
her Hüseyin Kutlu is well-known with his 
masterpieces that we enjoy so much. May 
Allah grant him a long life. I hope that we 
will get to see more of his works in the 
near future.

A masterpiece of woodwork and win-
ner of several awards in this regard, the 
Cambridge Mosque has a capacity of one 
thousand three hundred people. The cul-
tural diversity of its supporters is reflec-

ted in the architecture of the Cambridge 
Mosque. The Complex is built on five tho-
usand 270 square meters and incorpora-
tes various social facilities including an 
exhibition hall, a conference room, class-
rooms, a space for mothers and children, 
and a cafeteria. In addition to all these fe-
atures, the Cambridge Mosque is the first 
of its kind in terms of environmental awa-
reness. As Europe’s first environmentally 
friendly mosque, state-of-the-art tech-
nology was used in the construction of 
this place of worship, including a natural 
ventilation system, solar panels, airborne 
heat pumps, rainwater treatment, roof 
lights that reduce the need for artificial 
lighting, and a green roof.

The Cambridge Mosque Complex is a 
masterpiece that has the potential to per-
petuate and extend our tradition of hospi-
tality in these lands. The front garden of 
the mosque was arranged with an authen-
tic understanding that refers to heaven as 
well as the beauties of life on earth.

Cambridge is a culturally diverse city 
that has been acknowledged as a global 
brand in the field of education. I believe 
that such a place of worship established 
in a city of education that hosts thousands 
of students from different corners of the 
world will be the best response to rising 
Islamophobia. God willing, this mosque, 
which has been the symbol of solidarity 
against discrimination from the begin-
ning, will continue to be the center of 
unity, love and peace in the future. I belie-
ve that this mosque, which reflects the ele-

gance of our civilization, will be the pride 
and joy of our citizens living in the United 
Kingdom as well as all other Muslims.

Dear Friends,

Humanity is going through challenging 
and difficult times. We see that the values 
that kept humanity together for centuries 
are under greater threat than ever befo-
re. Racism, discrimination and Islamop-
hobia spread like poison ivy in Western 
countries that have been the cradle of 
democracy for many years. Workplaces, 
houses and places of worship belonging 
to Muslims and foreigners are targeted 
by racists and fascist groups almost every 
day. Muslim women are harassed on the 
street, in stores, and in the workplace 
just because they wear a headscarf. It is 
not only Muslims that suffer from these 
actions. Jews, blacks, and other minority 
groups with different ethnicity, appearan-
ce and faith also suffer from such actions. 
The attacks targeting mosques and other 
places of worship have increased signifi-
cantly. Recently, there have been terrorist 
attacks targeting mosques in New Zea-
land, churches in Sri Lanka and synago-
gues in the United States. Hundreds of 
innocent people with no aim other than 
fulfilling their religious duties have lost 
their lives and many have been injured in 
these attacks. 

However, places of worship are among 
the few places that are never to be tar-
geted even in war. Historically, the lives, 
honor and belongings of people who seek 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

375374

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

refuge in places of worship have always 
been protected. If places of worship are 
targeted, bombed and burned down with 
civilians brutally killed, then alarm bells 
should be ringing for humanity. That is 
why Turkey takes every opportunity to 
reiterate the fact that terrorism is not our 
national problem but the common enemy 
of humanity as a whole. We draw attenti-
on to how wrong it is to use the name of a 
religion that derives from the word “silm”, 
meaning peace, in the same context as 
terrorism. You cannot use the words Is-
lam and terrorism together. You cannot 
tarnish Islam simply because a terrorist is 
affiliated with Islam or is a Muslim. Such 
acts cannot be characterized as “Islamic 
terrorism”. My country Turkey is putting 
up the fiercest fight against Daesh. The-
re is no other country fighting Daesh as 
much as we do. 

A Muslim cannot be a terrorist 
and Islam does not breed 
terrorism

A structure that is infected with terro-
rism, supports violence or makes an at-
tempt to kill innocent people can have no 
connection whatsoever to Islam, Muslims 
or our faith. The expression “Islamic ter-
rorism” is as wrong as expressions such 
as Christian terrorism, Jewish terrorism 
or Buddhist terrorism. In our religion, kil-
ling an innocent person is equivalent to 
killing all humanity. A Muslim cannot be 
a terrorist and Islam does not breed ter-

rorism. That is why we do not accept the 
label of “Islamic terrorism”, which some 
people insistently put emphasis on. We 
also refuse to categorize terrorist organi-
zations as good or bad. All terrorists who 
drown our geography in blood and tears 
are the product of the same mentality, re-
gardless of their organization, be that Da-
esh, FETO, PKK/YPG or the Neo-Nazis as 
in the Christchurch attack. Whatever the-
ir name, reputation or ideology, they are 
all bloodthirsty vampires and inhuman 
murderers. We see no difference between 
those who killed civilians on the London 
Bridge, those who attacked synagogues 
or the FETO members who martyred 251 
Turkish citizens in Turkey on the night of 
July 15. We treat Daesh terrorists in the 
same way as we treat PKK terrorists who 
murdered tens of thousands of people, 
including children, teachers and unborn 
babies in the last 35 years.

As a country, we are very familiar with the 
scourge of terrorism and we expect our 
friends to fight more vigorously against 
terrorist organizations. We must categori-
cally reject and oppose any action targe-
ting innocent civilians. We must leave his-
torical prejudice aside and fight against 
hate crimes together. We were all proud 
of the response of a woman of Libyan des-
cent in the face of a hate crime targeting 
Jews on the London underground a few 
weeks ago. It is very important that poli-
tical and religious leaders and the media 

in particular act with a sense of responsi-
bility in this process. We ask Western po-
litical and media organizations to avoid 
statements that marginalize, exclude or 
blame Muslims. Turkey will continue to 
support the British authorities who have 
always approached this subject with com-
mon sense.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The azaan which is called out from mos-
ques five times a day invites Muslims to 
worship and humanity to peace, salvation 
and unity. Each mosque is the manifes-
tation, reflection and embodiment of “Al 
Jami”, one of Allah’s names, on earth. The 
mosques where we go to worship unite us, 
embrace us and soften our hearts which 
become callous with the struggles of da-
ily life. These holy places remind us of our 
servitude, that is, the true reason of our 
existence in this world. Under this dome, 
there is no difference between ranks, rich 
or the poor, workers or employers, Arabs, 
Turks, Kurds, Africans and Asians. There 
is no distinction due to a person’s ethni-
city, color or language under this roof. All 
those who stand to pray in the same row 
are equal before Allah and they are brot-
hers. Our mosques are the symbol of unity 
for mankind and the symbol of brother-
hood for Muslims. 

Since our Prophet (pbuh), mosques have 
also been centers of learning and teac-
hing. This holy roof is a school where our 

children learn the Quran; a madrasah 
where religious studies are taught; and a 
training center where women and men of 
all ages attend sermons to develop their 
spirituality. Therefore, our mosques sho-
uld not just be considered as places of 
worship only. We must consider them not 
just places of worship, but also as centers 
where we can develop ourselves. Child-
ren are the joy of our homes and the gu-
arantee of our future and we should take 
them to mosques more often. We must 
ensure that our sisters also benefit more 
from these places. We must ensure that 
our non-Muslim friends can feel at ease 
when they come here and do not feel shy. 
We must create opportunities for the poor 
and destitute in our cities so that they can 
benefit from the abundance and blessings 
of our mosques regardless of their faith. 

I find it useful to recite the following ver-
se from the Quran, which our ancestors 
engraved on the crown gate of each mos-
que. Allah says, “Odkhulooha bisalamin 
amineen” in the Quran which means, 
”Enter in peace and safety!” This appe-
al dating back centuries is not only for 
Muslims but for humanity as a whole. I 
urge all of our brothers, sisters and fri-
ends living in Cambridge to feel safe to 
come here with a peace of heart. I would 
like to conclude my remarks with the fol-
lowing verse by Yunus Emre, the spiritu-
al architect of Anatolia; his words are a 
lesson in humanity:
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“If you have broken a single heart

Your prayers are null and void

Seventy-two nations of the world could not

Wash the dirt off your hands if they tried

If you have mended a broken heart

If you have shown respect to a true hero

If you have done good even once

Even one in a thousand will suffice

The true path never leads you astray

A truly open eye sees nothing but God

A true hero is the one with a humble heart

A true eye never looks from above”

May Allah grant us all the chance to lead a 
life in line with this wise advice. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to once again extend 
my gratitude to the British authorities 
for their hospitality. I would like to thank 
the Government of the United Kingdom, 
Cambridge City Council and the people of 
Cambridge for their support for the buil-
ding of this mosque on behalf of my nati-
on and the Muslim community. I hope that 
the Cambridge Mosque and Complex will 
be a center for peace, order, safety and se-
curity in Europe. I hope that the prayers in 
this mosque will be heard and accepted in 
the presence of Allah. All the best.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Leaders of Islamic countries, 
Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed Secretary Ge-
neral, Vice President of the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank, Distinguished Representatives 
of the Public and Private Sector, Dear Brot-
hers, 

I greet you wholeheartedly and with respect. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi  
wa barakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 
be upon all of you and all of us.

I would like to welcome you to Istanbul and 
express my gratitude to each of you for hono-
ring our meeting with your presence. I pray 
to Allah that this High-Level Public and Pri-

We must combine
our strength

Organization of Islamic Cooperation High-Level Public and Private
Investment Conference | Istanbul | December 8, 2019
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vate Investment Conference held by the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation will yield 
beneficial results for our countries, entrepre-
neurs and the entire Islamic world. I would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to 
the organization of the first High-Level Pub-
lic and Private Investment Conference by our 
Organization, especially the office of the Sec-
retary General and the Islamic Development 
Bank. I would like to congratulate the Invest-
ment Office at the Presidency in particular 
for their contributions to the conference.

God willing, you will have many opportuni-
ties for productive discussions and consul-
tations in the next two days. You will discuss 
steps we can take to increase investments 
between Islamic countries as well as threats 
and opportunities such as trade wars. You 
will assess the global economic outlook and 
take decisions that will guide us as states-
men. I hope that the decisions that will be 
taken at the conference will guide all mem-
ber countries of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.

I would like to underline that the decisions 
taken in a sincere environment such as this 
one must also be implemented and acted on 
in order for these consultations to fulfill their 
aim. Therefore, it is very important to work 
together so that we can implement the deci-
sions that we discuss and agree on. Our mee-
tings will achieve their true potential only if 
we implement our decisions. This is the way 
in which our meetings shall become plat-
forms for finding solutions to the problems 
of the ummah. Otherwise, our work and the 
decisions taken here will have limited effect. 

God willing, this Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation High-Level Public and Private 
Investment Conference which convenes for 
the first time will set an excellent example 
through our joint efforts. 

Income levels in the wealthiest 
Islamic country is more than 
200 times the income levels in 
the poorest Islamic country 

Distinguished Guests,

The Muslim community has an enormous 
human resource of 1.7 billion. Citizens of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
member countries make up approxima-
tely 24 percent of the global population. In 
addition to their large population, Islamic 
countries have great potential owing to an 
abundance of natural resources and the-
ir strategic location. I would like to share 
some striking figures with you in order to 
illustrate our true potential. Islamic count-
ries represent 65 percent of global oil pro-
duction, 55 percent of natural gas produc-
tion, 70 percent of rubber production and 
40 percent of known uranium deposits. 
Additionally, Muslims produce 93 percent 
of dates, 35 percent of coconuts, 15 percent 
of wheat, 17 percent of rice and 39 percent 
of all spices in the world. Furthermore, Is-
lamic countries are located at the center 
of many global trade routes. The Straits of 
Istanbul and Çanakkale that connect the 
Black Sea to the Mediterranean, the Suez 
Canal that connects the Mediterranean to 
the Indian Ocean, and the Strait of Hormuz 

which connects the Persian Gulf to the In-
dian Ocean are only some of these strategic 
connections. 

However, the share of all Islamic countries 
in the global economy fails to reach even 10 
percent, despite this potential. Even wor-
se, approximately 21 percent of the total 
population of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, in other words 350 million 
people, are struggling with extreme po-
verty. There are large disparities in terms 
of national income and level of develop-
ment between our countries. Income levels 
in the wealthiest Islamic country is more 
than 200 times the income levels in the 
poorest Islamic country. While one part of 
our geography enjoys luxury and opulen-
ce, the rest faces famine, scarce resources 
and poverty. The European Union, which 
constitutes less than seven percent of the 
global population, accounts for more than 
22 percent of the global economy. The Uni-
ted States alone, with only 330 million citi-
zens, accounts for 24 percent of the global 
economy. Total fixed capital investments 
of the OIC member states stand at about 
1.5 trillion dollars even though fixed capi-
tal investments have surpassed 20 trillion 
dollars globally.

Given these figures, it is clear as day that 
we are faced with a disparity. Therefore, we 
must engage in honest self-criticism. Igno-
ring our problems will do us no good. We 
need to think carefully about why we are 
falling behind in trade, income equality, in-
vestments and foreign policy despite many 
riches and opportunities bestowed upon 

us by Allah. Instead of blaming others for 
our own problems, we must first hold our-
selves accountable. We should be able to 
talk about our problems openly and since-
rely. We must look for ways to expand and 
diversify our cooperation, and to increase 
our trade through win-win projects. 

Turkey has made extraordinary efforts in 
this context during its Presidency of the 
Islamic Summit in the last three years. We 
made efforts to increase trade and invest-
ment opportunities between Islamic co-
untries and to eliminate any obstacles and 
delays caused by legal procedures. We es-
tablished mechanisms such as High-Level 
Strategic Cooperation Councils, Joint Eco-
nomic Commissions and High-Level Stra-
tegic Committees with many countries inc-
luding the members of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation. We held working 
groups with the themes of “Facilitating 
Trade and Improving Customs Risk Mana-
gement” and “Food Safety” at the 34th and 
35th COMCEC Meetings, respectively. We 
focused not only on identifying our prob-
lems, but also on solutions. More impor-
tantly, we implemented these solutions. In 
line with my appeal in Istanbul in 2016, we 
completed the establishment procedures 
for the Istanbul Arbitration Center which 
will settle commercial and investment 
disputes between member countries. God 
willing, the Arbitration Center will beco-
me operational this year. I hope that the 
restructuring of the Islamic Chambers of 
Industry, Commerce and Agriculture will 
also be successfully completed as soon as 
possible. 
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We place great importance on the initiati-
ves of the Standing Committee on Science 
and Technological Cooperation regarding 
innovation. I consider the work of the Is-
lamic Corporation for the Insurance of In-
vestment and Export Credit at the Islamic 
Development Bank to be very important. 
The work done by the Islamic Corporation 
for the Development of the Private Sector 
and the Islamic Trade Finance Corporati-
on is also commendable. I would especially 
like to underline the importance we attach 
to the Preferential Trade Agreement, which 
will expand the market as well as the trade 
volume between member countries. I beli-
eve that the swift implementation of this 
agreement by all member countries will be 
very beneficial.

Turkish Airlines flies to more 
destinations than any other 
airline in the world 

Dear Friends, 

The last 17 years represent a great success 
story for Turkey in terms of economic achi-
evements and direct investments. We did 
not waver off course despite numerous glo-
bal and regional challenges, and even at-
tempts to sabotage our economy last year. 
We achieved an average growth rate of 5.5 
percent between 2002 and 2018, making 
our country one of the fastest growing 
economies in the world. We increased our 
exports from 36 billion dollars to over 180 
billion dollars. We increased our trade 
with Africa by more than sixfold in the last 

15 years through regional initiatives. Our 
trade with Asia Pacific and Latin America 
increased tenfold in the same period. Our 
total trade volume with ASEAN countries 
increased from just 1.3 billion dollars in 
2002 to 9.1 billion dollars in 2018. Turkey 
moved up 27 places in the World Bank’s 
Ease of Doing Business Index in the last 
two years. We received 46 million tourists 
in 2018 and moved up two places among 
the world’s most attractive tourism desti-
nations to become sixth in the world. We 
expect to receive more than 50 million tou-
rists this year. Our banking industry rema-
ins strong thanks to its technological inf-
rastructure and resilience to shocks. The 
capital adequacy ratio of 17 percent in the 
banking sector is well above the internati-
onal standard which is 8 percent. Turkish 
Airlines flies to more destinations than 
any other airline in the world with flights 
to 126 countries and 326 cities. Our young, 
educated and qualified population is a sig-
nificant asset.

Turkey is a member of the G-20 and has 
the 13th largest economy in the world and 
5th largest economy in Europe according 
to purchasing power parity. The macroeco-
nomic indicators and the fundamentals of 
the Turkish economy are quite strong and 
robust. 220 billion dollars of direct invest-
ments received by Turkey since 2002 is a 
further testament to the strength of the 
economy. Direct investments to Turkey 
increased by 13 percent and reached 13 
billion dollars in 2018 while global direct 
investments decreased by 13 percent in the 
same period. In 2018, Turkey moved up 

four places compared to the previous year 
in the list of 199 countries that received 
the highest level of foreign investments. 

Turkey decouples in a positive way from 
comparable states with its strong growth 
performance, sound public finances and 
resilience to global shocks. We are one of 
the best-prepared countries against global 
trade wars and fluctuations in the finan-
cial markets. We are steadily moving to-
wards achieving sustainable and balanced 
growth in the medium and long term with 
the New Economy Program. We provide 
all moral and material investment support 
within our means in order to help increa-
se the amount of direct investments in our 
country. Our Investment Office, which ope-
rates under the Presidency, provides ent-
repreneurs support before, during or after 
their investment.

We also pay special attention to making 
sure that political tensions with countries 
regarding regional developments do not 
undermine our commercial cooperation. 
We do not want our investors or our busi-
nesspeople to deal with meaningless hurd-
les or artificial obstacles. In our opinion, 
we must prioritize the prosperity, interests 
and commercial cooperation of the Islamic 
world over any political agenda.

My Dear Brothers,

Financial conditions and historical ties 
to improve the prosperity and economic 
growth of Islamic countries are extremely 
favorable. The key is to create an effective 

cooperation mechanism between Islamic 
countries and be determined to use this 
mechanism. Some opportunities may be 
missed only once. Therefore, we must com-
bine our strength and stand united. We are 
ready to share our means and experience 
so that we can achieve our goals together. 
Our resources are at the disposal of our 
brothers. We consider your achievements 
and the steps you take towards sustainable 
development both as our own success and 
as an achievement for the entire Islamic 
world. This conference offers an opportu-
nity to start improving our cooperation 
and can pave the way for new projects in 
new areas that will set an example to the 
whole world. 

It is unbecoming for a Muslim 
to ignore the problems of his 
brothers

Before I conclude my remarks, I would 
like to repeat the call I made at the 35th 
COMCEC Meeting. As our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh) said, “Muslims are like the limbs 
of a body.” To us, the problems facing our 
brothers are problems of our brotherho-
od as whole, much like pain from a sing-
le limb that can be felt in every part of the 
body. It is unbecoming for a Muslim to ig-
nore the problems of his brothers. As you 
all know, our brothers in Durres, Albania 
were struck by an earthquake with a mag-
nitude of 6.4 on November 26. More than 
50 Albanian citizens lost their lives and 
nearly one thousand people were injured. 
I would like to extend my condolences to 
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the relatives of those who lost their lives in 
this tragic event and I pray for a quick reco-
very for the injured. 

I have been in contact with my dear fri-
end Prime Minister Rama since the first 
day. Search and rescue teams from AFAD, 
national medical rescue teams from our 
Ministry of Health, the Red Crescent and 
other non-governmental organizations ar-
rived in Albania on the day of the earthqu-
ake to work in the field. Efforts are under-
way to build 500 new houses in Albania.

All 50 member states of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation must work toget-
her to help Albania get back on its feet. 
Sending our best wishes is good, but as the 
saying goes: “you can’t taste honey simply 
by speaking the word”, actions must spe-
ak louder than words. This is our duty as 
brothers. I believe the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank has the most important task 
in this regard. Turkey has also taken some 
steps. However, we must all do more. The 
Prime Minister sent letters to many co-

untries. God willing, these countries will 
also respond to his call. 

An earthquake is one of the most devasta-
ting disasters. Standing with the people of 
Albania at this difficult time is our huma-
nitarian duty. I urge all of you to support 
brotherly Albania in every possible way as 
it recovers from this devastating event.

As I conclude my remarks, I extend my 
best wishes to the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation High-Level Public and Private 
Investment Conference which is held for 
the first time and hope that it will be bene-
ficial for the Islamic world and humanity. I 
would also like to congratulate the organi-
zers who will contribute to this conference 
greatly with their knowledge, experience 
and individual achievements. You can give 
your zakat to Albania.

Finally, I would like to express my pleasure 
in hosting you in Istanbul. May Allah gui-
de and help us all. I salute you wholehear-
tedly. All the best.

Some Arab countries encourage 
Israel’s brutality

1st Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Ministerial
Conference on Social Development | Istanbul | December 9, 2019

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Deputy 
Secretary General, Esteemed Heads of De-
legation, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I extend my deepest regards to all partici-
pants visiting our country to attend the 1st 
Session of the Organization of Islamic Coo-
peration Ministerial Conference on Social 
Development with my deepest regards. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon all of you and all of us.

Welcome to Istanbul and to our country. I 
hope that our meeting will be beneficial for 
the Islamic world and humanity. I would 
like to thank everyone, including the rele-
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vant bodies of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation and our Ministry of Family, 
Labor and Social Services, who contribu-
ted to the organization of the conference. 

Yesterday we met with our brothers and 
sisters from all over the Islamic world at 
the High-Level Public and Private Invest-
ment Conference of our organization. Last 
week, we held the 35th Ministerial Session 
of COMCEC, the Standing Committee for 
Economic and Commercial Cooperation of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
Furthermore, Istanbul frequently hosts va-
rious events organized by the various bo-
dies of our organization. I believe that all 
of these meetings will further improve and 
strengthen the relations between Islamic 
countries at all levels and in all areas. 

Unfortunately, Muslims lack the political 
influence and the economic, social and 
cultural development that they deserve 
although they make up one quarter of the 
world population. We must consider and 
analyze the reasons why Muslims suffer 
so much even though the foundations of 
humanity’s current level of development 
were laid in the Islamic geography, and 
try to resolve these problems. Otherwise, 
complaining, lamenting and talking will 
not get us anywhere on its own. Above all, 
we cannot achieve anything by expecting 
others to solve our problems. It is up to us, 
Muslims, to raise the Islamic civilization 
to the place it deserves. So, we must focus 
on areas of improvement to take swift and 
concrete action to solve the problems of 
one billion 700 million Muslims and hu-

manity as a whole. It is the order of Allah 
and the path determined by the heritage of 
our civilization dating back one thousand 
400 years to take such action. The Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation is the most 
important tool we have in this regard since 
it brings together all countries with predo-
minantly Muslim populations.

It is always Muslims who are 
victimized and oppressed

We all know that our organization currently 
lacks the mechanisms and effectiveness 
needed to meet this expectation. However, 
we also know that it is possible to achieve 
this goal. On the other hand, Islamic count-
ries have their individual problems. Some 
suffer from administrations that do not lis-
ten to the voice of their people. Some are 
struggling with poverty and destitution. 
Some are fighting terrorism or against the-
ir own brothers. Islamic countries that, for 
one reason or another, are focused only on 
domestic issues waste away their resources 
and energy. I believe that we can overcome 
such difficulties if we work together to ma-
ximize the impact of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, its various bodies and 
activities. There are many organizations in 
the world that have managed to show soli-
darity in this respect. I see no reason as to 
why we should not achieve the same thing. 
Moreover, we are an ummah that our belo-
ved Prophet described as the “limbs of the 
same body”. Since we are all brothers and 
sisters, we must act accordingly. I believe 
that those days are near. 

Distinguished Guests, 

As you know, the cause for Jerusalem lies 
at the heart of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation. Unfortunately, the situation 
in Jerusalem and Palestine, which is inse-
parable from Jerusalem, gets worse by the 
day. Israel’s policy of ignoring rights, law, 
justice and humanity deepens the crisis 
in the region to the detriment of Muslims. 
The fact that some countries have recently 
recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Is-
rael in violation of international law and 
lent their support to illegal settlements in 
the region added a whole new dimension 
to the issue. Today, innocent young girls, 
fathers, mothers, elderly people, children 
and young people are being killed on the 
streets by Israel. Moreover, I would like 
to point out that Western countries, and 
sadly, some Arab countries continue to en-
courage Israel’s brutality. It feels like Tur-
key is often alone in voicing its objections 
regarding the oppression in Jerusalem and 
Palestine. As a matter of fact, we know that 
our principled stance in this regard is one 
of the reasons why we have suffered ter-
rorist attacks and economic sabotage in 
recent years. However, whatever the price 
may be, we will continue to stand behind 
justice, truth and the oppressed. We will 
pursue the cause for Jerusalem, defend the 
rights of Palestinians and act in solidarity 
with the oppressed. 

Similarly, there are developments taking 
place against Muslims in many places, es-
pecially in Kashmir, Arakan and Turkistan. 
Rising Islamophobia and anti-Muslim sen-

timent in Western countries is another im-
portant problem facing us. Some of these 
problems manifest themselves in the form 
of direct attacks on life and property, some 
in the form of insidious assimilation polici-
es, and others in the form of blind hostility. 
In any way, shape or form, it is always Mus-
lims who are victimized and oppressed. 
Do they attack our mosques? They do. Do 
they kill Muslims? They do. So, how much 
longer are we going to remain silent? Even 
if we fail to speak out or take matters into 
our own hands in the face of these prob-
lems, we still have the obligation and res-
ponsibility to reject wrong and do what is 
right. We will continue to be attacked if we 
do not take these steps.

By design, terrorist organizations that sully 
the good name of our religion serve as an 
excuse for oppressing people. As you know, 
the President of France dared to talk about 
Islamic terrorism at the latest NATO sum-
mit. I have told him many times that the 
word “Islam” derives from the word “silm” 
which means peace. How can he use the 
phrase Islamic terrorism and put peace and 
terrorism together? There can be no such 
thing. He does not say anything when we 
meet in person. But he used these words at 
the last NATO Summit. What is happening 
now? Yellow vests appeared in Paris. Let us 
see him go ahead and solve this problem, 
let us see how he will stop them. Why can’t 
he stop them? Why can’t he bring them to 
reason through peaceful means? We must 
never forget that there is always a price to 
pay for disparaging others.
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The responsibility of everyone who gather 
under this roof is to stand by every Mus-
lims whose rights are trampled on and 
whose existence is under threat. I whole-
heartedly believe that the future will be 
ours in Asia, Africa, Europe, America and 
all parts of the world. None of these at-
tacks will be enough to stop our blessed 
ascent. However, we are responsible for 
each broken heart, tear and heartache that 
our brothers and sisters unjustly suffer. 
Our job is to help our brothers and sisters 
stand proud with honor and confidence on 
our journey to a bright future. It is our task 
to transform the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation into an institution that ful-
fills this mission. Turkey is ready to do its 
part in this regard as it has done during its 
presidency. We want other member states 
to show the same level of determination. 
Rest assured that the doors to a new era 
of justice, peace, order and prosperity will 
open when we manage to do this. May Al-
lah grant us the opportunity to enjoy those 
beautiful days ahead of us. 

Protecting family will help 
us look to the future with 
confidence

Distinguished Guests, 

One of the hallmarks of Islam is the power 
of family. Societies which feel that their fu-
ture is under threat all suffer from a weake-
ned, twisted and distorted understanding 
of the family concept. In such a situation, 
no incentive, financial support or recom-

mendation helps to revive the concept of 
family in these countries. This is because 
the very foundation of family has collap-
sed in these countries. As Islamic count-
ries, protecting family will help us look to 
the future with more confidence. 

All countries including my country have 
crucial responsibilities to shoulder in this 
matter. We must always remind ourselves 
that the future of our society depends on 
stronger society which, in turn, is contin-
gent upon building a strong family. In this 
regard, domestic violence is one of the big-
gest threats that we must tackle. We can-
not build strong families without ending 
psychological and physical violence faced 
by women and children. We must mobilize 
our efforts based on the understanding of 
“We love those who are created for the sake 
of the Creator,” so that we can reach our 
goal of building a peaceful society as soon 
as possible. We are familiar with the histo-
rical troubles between whites and blacks 
in America. Such problems never occurred 
in the Islamic world. I believe that we will 
be able to overcome our problems more 
swiftly through collaboration and sharing 
of experiences. I am pleased to learn that 
concrete decisions will be taken in this re-
gard. 

The wealth of Islamic countries lies not in 
our underground resources but in our yo-
ung population. We must strengthen our 
families, ensure a robust education system 
and make use of strong social solidarity 
mechanisms in order to raise young gene-
rations in the best way possible so that we 
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can entrust our future to them. Protecting 
our families is possible only by protecting 
our children, women, the elderly and di-
sabled people against Western threats. 
We must be vigilant against the erosion 
resulting from the spread of social media 
and television content originating from 
Western countries. While we protect our 
borders, we must also cover all gaps, any 
oversight or cracks to prevent the surren-
der of our minds. Unfortunately, we have 
to admit our failure in this respect. Ne-
vertheless, it is not too late to reverse this 
negative trend. We must meet and discuss 
what to do, reach a consensus and take ac-
tion as soon as possible. 

On another note, the number of children 
who have lost their parents due to clas-
hes and crises in Syria and other regions 
has reached millions. We all know what 
is going on in Syria, Palestine, Somalia, 
Sudan, Iraq and Iran. We hear that some 
of these children have been taken away to 
other countries and raised in ways we do 
not approve of. We also know that these 
children are exploited by criminal orga-
nizations and drug dealers in particular. 
As Muslims, it is our duty to live up to the 
trust of our brothers and sisters. We carry 
the burden of each lost child if we remain 
indifferent. We must galvanize our efforts 
to ensure full social integration of these 
children through foster families instead 
of isolating them in orphanages and simi-
lar places. 

Distinguished Guests,

Changing circumstances in today’s societi-
es force us to revise our social policies. A 
country that ignores the principle of a so-
cial state will never reach its goals. In fact, 
the warning of our beloved Prophet is the 
most striking guide for our social policies: 
“Those who sleep on a full stomach when 
their neighbors are hungry are not one of 
us.” Individuals as well as states and their 
institutions in particular must pay heed to 
this advice as populations grow and cities 
become more crowded. Non-governmental 
organizations have a key role to play in this 
regard through effective and widespread 
action. We should encourage and support 
our non-governmental organizations who 
are working on strengthening the family 
and implementing the principles of a soci-
al state in practice

We share our bread with the 
oppressed while some Arab 
countries close their borders to 
them

Turkey is one of the few countries in the 
world that implements the most compre-
hensive and effective social policies. We 
always provide minimum safeguards for 
the employed and pensioners. Our gene-
ral health insurance scheme covers almost 
the entirety of our population. Every sing-
le person, including refugees benefit from 
the high-quality health services offered in 
our country. Our social policies are based 
on protecting those who are in need. Last 

year, we provided 43 billion TL in social 
aid to 12 million people. We expanded our 
social welfare network to cover everyone 
in need. Our recent projects for the disab-
led set a great example. We ensured the 
social integration of our disabled citizens 
via a host of services including regular di-
sability pensions, home care services, care 
centers and special education centers. We 
have a robust family structure in our co-
untry with only 33 thousand 500 elderly 
people staying in public or private nursing 
homes in a population of 82 million. We 
would of course like to see this figure go 
down to zero... I believe that we will get clo-
ser to this goal as we strengthen our family 
structure further. 

Turkey provides for 5.5 million refugees 
and asylum seekers including 3 million 
650 thousand Syrians, thereby hosting the 
highest number of refugees in the world. 
This year alone, we saved nearly 57 thou-
sand people who were left to drown at sea 
by other countries. Refugees in our co-
untry receive the same services as our citi-
zens. Moreover, we provide these services 
with our own means, without any signifi-
cant support from outside. We have spent 
more than 40 billion dollars to maintain 
these services so far. The European Union 
provided only three billion euros in finan-
cial aid. 

We send illegal migrants to their respecti-
ve countries after completing relevant pro-
cedures. Likewise, we have settled about 
370 thousand people voluntarily in the re-
gions we secured in Syria. We commenced 

our work relating to the settlements in the 
region between Ras al-Ayn and Tal Abyad 
where we will settle hundreds of thou-
sands of people in the first phase. In total, 
we can settle one million refugees along 
the border. 

Despite our appeals, only one country 
has offered concrete support to Turkey in 
this effort. On the other hand, Turkey has 
a difficult burden to bear because half of 
the Syrians in our country are under the 
age of 18. We do not refrain from sharing 
our bread with the oppressed while some 
European and Arab countries with prospe-
rous economies close their borders to the 
oppressed. No country has the means to 
shoulder the burden of potentially 9 mil-
lion refugees which is the total number of 
refugees in our country and the potential 
number of refugees in the bordering regi-
ons. Consequently, support will have to be 
provided to our construction projects for 
new settlements as well other services we 
provide for refugees. In this respect, we 
are doing our part and we will continue 
to do so. 

Distinguished Guests,

We are pleased to host the first Ministeri-
al Conference of the Organization of Isla-
mic Cooperation on social development as 
well as many other conferences on various 
topics. We will continue to support the ef-
forts towards making our social structure 
more resilient against the social ailments 
of our time. This meeting is an important 
opportunity to coordinate our efforts, de-
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termine our shared priorities and act ac-
cordingly. We should make good use of this 
opportunity to analyze and find ways to eli-
minate the social threats faced by families 
and individuals. Our Ministry of Family, 
Labor and Social Services will undertake 
the presidency of the conference for two 
years. In this period, I believe that our col-
laboration with brotherly Islamic countri-
es will yield positive results in terms of ca-
pacity building in our institutions, sharing 
our experiences, technical assistance, and 
policy coordination. 

Turkey entered the Very High 
Human Development category

I would like to take this opportunity to 
make an appeal to all of you. As you know, 
Albania was hit by a 6.4 magnitude eart-
hquake last week. This earthquake took 
the lives of 51 brothers and sisters, and we 
extend our condolences to their families. 
Hundreds were injured. The city of Dur-
res in Albania is completely ruined. Alba-
nian Prime Minister Edi Rama attended 
the Public and Private Sector Meeting of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
yesterday and informed us about the situ-
ation. As I have just said, we are the limbs 
of a single body. That is why we must do 
everything in our power to help our brot-
hers and sisters in Albania. From the very 
first moment, the Red Crescent and the 

Disaster and Emergency Management Pre-
sidency (AFAD) sent emergency supplies 
including food, medicine, clothing and 
tents to the area. We also made a promise 
to them; we will build 500 housing units in 
the area. 

We will follow-up on the implementation 
of the decisions taken here today in coo-
peration with relevant institutions. I hope 
the conference will yield successful results 
and become a milestone in terms of laying 
a strong foundation for our social policies. 
I would like to express my gratitude to the 
esteemed representatives of the member 
states for their efforts and hard work on 
behalf of my country and the entire Isla-
mic world.

I want to give you some good news, which 
we received only this morning. According 
to the Human Development Report, Tur-
key achieved an HDI value of 0.806 for 
2018 and climbed to 59th place among 
189 countries. So, Turkey entered the Very 
High Human Development category for 
the first time. I hope that it will yield bene-
ficial tidings. God willing, we will improve 
our ranking even further in the future.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh

Europe is home to Turks today as 
it has been throughout history

50th Anniversary of the Migration of Turks to Switzerland
Geneva, Switzerland | December 16, 2019 

My Fellow Citizens, My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I greet you with my warmest regards.

At the outset, I would like to thank the Swiss 
authorities for their sincere hospitality and 
participation in this event. I am very ple-
ased to be among you on the occasion of 
the “50th Anniversary of the Migration of 

Turks to Switzerland” and to meet you to 
alleviate our longing for each other. I wo-
uld like to thank each of you personally for 
your dedication, loyalty and sincerity. Thro-
ugh you, I would like to send my greetings 
and respect to all my fellow citizens around 
Europe whose hearts and minds are with us 
today. I would like to thank our Presidency 
for Turks Abroad and Related Communiti-
es and the non-governmental organizations 
who organized this wonderful event.
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This year is the 50th anniversary of the 
migration from Turkey to Switzerland. 
Currently, about 130 thousand Turkish 
citizens live in Switzerland. We no longer 
refer to our brothers and sisters who set 
up a new life, a new business and a new 
future for themselves in this country as 
guest workers, but as Europeans. Europe 
used to be the “bitter homeland”, but now 
it is your new home and adopted country. 
Our history is full of people movements; 
our ancestors emigrated from Central 
Asia and adopted Anatolia as their ho-
meland a thousand years ago. Not only 
that, they set one foot in Anatolia and ex-
tended the other to three continents and 
seven different climates. 

Today, our brothers and sisters who 
came to Europe 50-60 years ago to earn a 
decent living have settled for good across 
the continent. The first generation, who 
arrived half a century ago, was replaced 
by the second, the third and even the 
fourth generation today. Today, we talk 
about not only workers, but also our bu-
sinesspeople, politicians and academics 
living abroad. We talk not only of guest 
workers, but also of more than six mil-
lion European Turks with strong ties to 
their homeland and a significant presen-
ce in every field of life including politics, 
commerce, civil society and business. We 
are proud of all your achievements in the 
last 50 years.

Our brothers and sisters living 
abroad represent the Turkish 
nation

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Undoubtedly, the journey that took you 
here has not been an easy one. Your success 
in the last 50 years depended on an enor-
mous day-to-day struggle filled with pain, 
longing, and, at times, exclusion. We owe 
whatever we achieved first to the grace of 
Allah and then to hard work. You tried to 
set up a new life and stand on your own 
feet in this country with perseverance, de-
termination and fortitude. You did not give 
up on your goals although your longing for 
the ones you left behind grew deeper every 
day. 

I know that every one of my fellow countr-
ymen and women who turned this foreign 
land into their homeland has a heartbrea-
king story. I would like to share with you 
a couple of anecdotes that break my heart 
whenever I read them. 

A fellow citizen describes his own journey 
of being a guest worker:

 “I only found out that I would be working 
in a coal mine when they took me there. I 
could not tell anyone, but I was scared of 
the dark. So much so that I always slept 
with a light on. And yet, I worked hard 
1,200 meters below ground in total dark-

ness for 18 years to earn my bread. But my 
fear of the dark never went away, and it ne-
ver will.” 

Here is what another brother says: 

“I worked in a European city for 18 years, 
but I couldn’t find my way without asking 
for help. How could I know my way aro-
und? I worked under ground for 18 years. 
I never got to see what the city looked like.” 

These 50 years must have been really dif-
ficult not only for those who left but also 
for the ones left behind. One of the child-
ren whose parents went to Europe for work 
describes this separation as follows:

“I could never give my mother a tight hug, 
not even once. I would wait for 11 months, 
for 11 long months so that I could spend 
one month with her. I spent my whole 
childhood waiting for the summer holiday 
so that I could hug my mother, hear her vo-
ice and smell her. Then, she would arrive 
on a summer day. However, she would di-
sappear from my life like a dream before 
I could fulfill my longing, before I could 
even get a chance to say “mommy”. My 
childhood grew older as I waited for my 
mother.”

Indeed, every minute of this migration 
process of 50 years is filled with stories of 
longing, suffering and tears. We owe our 
considerable presence in education, arts 
and commerce today to the sacrifice of pre-
vious generations whose yearning for the-
ir homeland never ceased until their last 

breath, and to their children who longed 
for their parents.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Our citizens who set up a new life in Swit-
zerland or anywhere in Europe are like a 
human bridge for us. We are proud of the 
achievements of the Turkish community 
in politics, commerce, education, social life 
and civil society. Regardless of their ethni-
city, faith or sect, our brothers and sisters 
living abroad represent the Turkish nati-
on; in our eyes, they are no different than 
our 82 million citizens. With this unders-
tanding, we reach out to our people across 
100 countries and concern ourselves with 
their troubles and problems.

In that sense, we have taken many steps in 
the last 17 years that were unimaginable 
before. We established the Presidency for 
Turks Abroad and Related Communities 
to exclusively deal with the issues of our 
citizens living abroad. We are opening Yu-
nus Emre Institutes all around the world to 
promote Turkish language and culture and 
to transfer these values to younger genera-
tions. We increased the number of consu-
lates and embassies around the world to 
facilitate access to state services. The new 
office area of our Consulate General in 
Geneva, which will provide better quality 
service to our citizens, was inaugurated 
last October. We made use of technology 
to ensure that our citizens abroad are able 
to conduct their transactions electroni-
cally to the greatest extent possible. To en-
sure that you exercise your fundamental 
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democratic right to vote, we set up ballot 
boxes not only at customs but also in our 
diplomatic missions. You were able to vote 
in this way for the 5th time in the elections 
on June 24, 2018. We continue to develop, 
update and enhance this system in light of 
the experiences we have obtained in each 
election. We simplified many procedures 
including those pertaining to title deeds, 
civil registry transactions, passport fees, 
diplomas and more. We reduced passport 
fees by half for our citizens living abro-
ad. Our citizens who live abroad are now 
exempted from VAT when buying real es-
tate in Turkey. We also ensured that our 
brothers and sisters living abroad can be-
nefit from birth aid as well as dowry and 
first property assistance accounts.

Turkey is your homeland, but 
Switzerland is your adopted 
home

We always supported the civil society ac-
tivities of our citizens living in Europe. 
In education, we provided considerab-
le support to our students both in their 
countries and in Turkey, including for 
admission and finding accommodati-
on. We also organize many programs to 
bring thousands of children living abro-
ad to Turkey to give them an opportunity 
to closely experience their own history, 
culture and civilization. We removed a 
major difficulty by extending the permis-
sion to drive to 2 years for citizens who 
travel to Turkey by car. 

We also solved an important problem for 
our young people and the elderly with two 
regulations that we enacted in our Parlia-
ment a few days ago. Foreigners appointed 
as guardians of our citizens living abroad 
used to face many problems because of 
their unfamiliarity with the system in Tur-
key. Most of these issues arose during pass-
port extension transactions conducted by 
guardians on behalf of our citizens in care 
homes, nursing homes, hospitals or in jail. 
You were also faced with the risk of losing 
your fundamental rights and benefits such 
as social security, social aid and residency. 
With the new regulation, we paved the way 
for the custodian or the guardian appoin-
ted by foreign authorities to perform pass-
port transactions at our diplomatic missi-
ons in that country.

We amended our citizenship law and re-
moved the provision which led to an au-
tomatic loss of citizenship for children 
whose parents both lose citizenship. So, we 
made it possible for minors to maintain 
their Turkish citizenship until the age of 
18. God willing, we will continue to take 
steps that will make your lives easier and 
solve the problems you face.

My Dear Citizens,

Turkey is your homeland, but Switzer-
land is your adopted home. You live here, 
engage in gainful employment and raise 
your children here. We support your equ-
al participation in Swiss society in all are-
as without ever losing your connection to 
your homeland. We support integration as 
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much as we are against assimilation. You 
are not unwelcome visitors, you are not fo-
reigners, you are definitely not “the others” 
in Europe. Europe is home to Turks today 
as it has been throughout history. 

As the Swiss Turkish community, you 
work and live in the most pluralistic and 
culturally rich country in Europe. You are 
also the citizens of the Republic of Turkey, 
which is one of the greatest countries in 
the world with its history, culture, toleran-
ce, civilization, heritage and the protection 
it provides to the oppressed. You are the 
children of a conscientious nation that has 
for centuries set an example to all huma-
nity by opening its doors to the oppressed 
and persecuted. I want you to be proud of 
your nation, your language, your cultu-
re and most importantly, your flag. That’s 
why we always say One Nation, One Flag, 
One Homeland, One State. 

Our priority is for our young people who 
are living abroad to grow up feeling con-
nected to, but not dependent upon Turkey. 
Our biggest wish is for you to enhance your 
participation and activity in politics, eco-
nomy and culture by taking part in local 

political parties, non-governmental organi-
zations, business circles, professional orga-
nizations and educational institutions. It is 
very important for you to act in solidarity 
against issues such as xenophobia, Isla-
mophobia and cultural racism, which pose 
a direct threat to the safety of your lives 
and to your property. The Breivik massacre 
in Norway in 2011 has clearly shown the 
possible repercussions of racism unless we 
take measures and exercise caution.

The incidents that took place in some Eu-
ropean countries in the aftermath of Ope-
ration Peace Spring are the harbinger of 
tough times ahead for our citizens living 
abroad. Nevertheless, I am convinced that 
we will overcome these challenges through 
greater effort, better organization and by 
enhancing our unity and solidarity.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to thank each of you 
for your love, interest and enthusiasm. I 
would like you to convey my heartfelt gre-
etings and warmest regards to my citizens 
who are not here with us today. 

May Allah bless you. Thank you.  
All the best.

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished High Commissioner, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I would like to greet you on behalf of my 
country and my nation.

I would like to thank the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees Mr. 
Grandi and the Head of the Swiss Fede-
ral Department of Foreign Affairs Mr. 
Cassis for their hospitality. I would like 
to express my gratitude to the Secretary 
General and the High Commissioner for 

Not even a fraction of the 
energy spent on protecting 
oil wells was spared for the 

children fleeing bombs

Global Refugee Forum | Geneva, Switzerland | November 17, 2019
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inviting me to this important and mea-
ningful event as co-chair.

The international community is faced with 
an unprecedented migrant crisis. There 
are approximately 260 million migrants, 
more than 71 million displaced persons 
and 25 million refugees in the world today. 
This number continues to increase every 
day due to famine, scarce resources, civil 
wars, terrorist attacks and political uncer-
tainties in addition to economic reasons. 
People do not migrate for a better job or 
higher standards of living today; they are 
forced to migrate for survival and to provi-
de for their families and raise their child-
ren. These journeys of hope unfortunately 
end in death and disaster most of the time. 
Twenty thousand people, mostly women 
and children, succumbed to the billowing 
waves of the Mediterranean in the last se-
ven years alone. Thousands of innocent li-
ves were lost in the scorching heat of the 
Sahara Desert.

There is tremendous drama and a sad 
story underlying these developments 
which we generalize as a refugee problem. 
Bodies of small children that wash up on 
shore is reason enough to acknowledge 
that this problem can no longer be igno-
red. I do not speak as the president of a 
country that is far removed from conflict 
and irregular migration. I speak as the 
president of a country hosting the highest 
number of refugees in the world accor-
ding to United Nations data.

Turkey is also the most generous country 
in the world in terms of humanitarian aid 
relative to GDP. No country has the luxury 
of assessing the refugee problem as a mat-
ter of proximity today. We share a common 
destiny as the world becomes a global vil-
lage and distances do not mean much any-
more. I hope that our meeting today will 
encourage us to reconsider the refugee 
and migration crisis from a humanitarian 
perspective. I hope that the Global Refugee 
Forum will give hope to all victims who are 
watching us.

We could not have closed our 
borders to people fleeing barrel 
bombs 

Dear Friends, 

Turkey is one of the countries that is most 
severely affected by the influx of refugees 
and waves of irregular migration. We host 
approximately 5 million refugees, inclu-
ding 3.7 million Syrians. We adopted an 
open-door policy after the beginning of 
the conflict in Syria and we did not refuse 
anyone who sought refuge in our country. 
We welcomed everyone regardless of their 
race, religion, language or ethnicity, while 
countries that had infinitely more resour-
ces than Turkey set up quotas expressed 
in double digits only. Thankfully, no tragic 
event that would marginalize, alienate or 
demonize the refugees in my country has 
occurred, except for a few isolated inci-
dents. We provide our refugees with the 
same means and opportunities as we offer 

our own citizens. We could not have closed 
our borders to people who were fleeing 
barrel bombs. They are human beings just 
like us. We provide our Syrian brothers 
and sisters access to education, healthcare 
and employment, and protect vulnerable 
groups such as women and children in or-
der to help them become self-sufficient.

I would like to share some important figu-
res to summarize the situation. We provide 
education to 685 thousand of the one mil-
lion school-age Syrian children. We increa-
sed enrollment rates for school-age Syrian 
children from 30 percent to 63 percent in 
five years. We made it possible for 34 thou-
sand Syrians to receive undergraduate and 
graduate education in our country. Six per-
cent of the refugees in Turkey have access 
to higher education compared to the glo-
bal average of one percent. We extended 
higher education and Turkish language 
scholarships to 21 thousand 300 Syrians 
so far. We made sure that refugee children 
from Syria and other countries received 
education in the same classrooms with our 
children. We built Migrant Health Centers 
in areas where the Syrian population is 
dense to facilitate their access to healthca-
re services. 678 Syrian physicians and 954 
Syrian midwives and nurses are employed 
in these centers. Approximately 516 tho-
usand Syrian babies were born in our co-
untry in the past eight years. We provided 
proper healthcare for these babies.

We are making every effort to integrate 
Syrians to the Turkish community. We or-
ganize social and cultural activities in ci-

ties where the Syrian population is large 
in order to allow the local population and 
the refugees to get to know each other. We 
launched various projects to ensure the-
ir self-sufficiency, which is one the four 
main objectives of the Global Compact. 
We completed the legislative framework to 
allow Syrians to obtain work permits. We 
also encourage the employment of Syrians 
by providing incentives to businesses such 
as reducing work permit fees. We provide 
language and vocational courses for refu-
gees in all provinces. Many of the Syrians 
in our country are able to support themsel-
ves today. Our humanitarian aid activities 
are also ongoing. 

The Turkish Red Crescent, AFAD and other 
non-governmental organizations work hard 
to provide psycho-social and subsistence 
support to more than one million Syrians 
in our country. We also provide regular hu-
manitarian aid to displaced people living in 
Syrian territory. Turkey places great impor-
tance on identifying and protecting refugees 
in vulnerable situations. We established pro-
tection desks to respond to the needs of refu-
gees in accordance with the United Nations 
vulnerability criteria. 

The amount we spent on refugees from our 
national budget has exceeded 40 billion dol-
lars according to United Nations criteria. 
However, the amount of financial aid we re-
ceived from the international community is 
very limited. Only 2 billion euros out of the 
3+3 billion euros promised by the European 
Union has reached the Syrian refugees. The 
second 3 billion euros was approved only at 
the end of last year.
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees for showing solidarity 
with our country. Both Mr. Guterres and 
Mr. Grandi have always supported our co-
untry and acknowledged the significance 
of the problem. 

We place great importance 
on the implementation of the 
Global Compact on Refugees

Dear Guests,

It is clear that the refugee problem cannot 
be solved with the best efforts of a few host 
countries such as Turkey alone. A susta-
inable solution to this issue which sears 
our conscience may be found only through 
cooperation on a global scale. We observe 
that the world is still far from embracing 
the refugee issue. We place great impor-
tance on the implementation of the Global 
Compact on Refugees which was adopted 
last year. I hope that the Global Refugee Fo-
rum will be instrumental in implementing 
the Compact. 

On the other hand, hosting refugees within 
our borders cannot be the only solution to 
the Syrian refugee crisis. Other countri-
es are obliged to share this responsibility 
with Turkey, which has been bearing this 
burden alone on behalf of the internatio-
nal community for the past nine years. We 
need to implement formulas that will keep 
refugees in their homeland and allow tho-
se in our country to return. The right of 

refugees to return to their homeland, from 
which they were forced to flee, is indis-
putable. Return of refugees to Syria after 
establishing long-lasting stability and nor-
malcy is just as important as fighting aga-
inst terrorism. I discuss these issues with 
many leaders and heads of state. When 
I propose to establish a safe zone in nort-
hern Syria, they all reply “very well” becau-
se the existence of a terror corridor in the 
region is undeniable. But when we say, 
“the project is ready, give us some support 
and let us act at once”, all these world lea-
ders who sit on mountains of money just 
smile back.

There are people who set out from Afgha-
nistan to Iran and, from there, try to go to 
Greece and Europe. We have no choice but 
to send them back to Afghanistan. The Pri-
me Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan also 
mentioned the issue of refugees leaving 
Afghanistan for Pakistan. The numbers are 
very high. 

I would also like to refer to the issue of 
Myanmar, Arakan. It is impossible to igno-
re what is happening in that country. Fami-
ne and poverty run rampant, and people 
have no shelter. Any country who cares the 
slightest about human beings must help 
these innocent people. We should not leave 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
alone in this matter.

Many of our Western friends preferred to 
view the issue of irregular migration ori-
ginating from Syria solely based on their 
security and interests. It was believed, er-

roneously, that barbed wires would protect 
Europe from the influx of refugees. We 
even heard suggestions such as sinking 
refugee boats in the Mediterranean which 
I am sure the world will remember with 
great shame in the future. They sunk the-
se boats using spears and buried people in 
the waters of the Mediterranean. We have 
seen certain politicians, especially from 
racist parties, perpetrate hatred against 
refugees to garner votes. Terrorist organi-
zations that attack our borders and engage 
in ethnic cleansing in Syria were suppor-
ted under the pretext of fighting against 
Daesh. This graffiti in Aleppo summarizes 
very well the human tragedy that has been 
going on in Syria for nine years: “The world 
would have intervened immediately had 
oil, and not blood, run in the veins of child-
ren who died in Syria.” Indeed, not even a 
fraction of the energy spent on protecting 
oil wells was spared for the children flee-
ing barrel bombs. 

These grave circumstances led us to take 
the matter into our own hands, especially 
after realizing that we were not going to 
receive any support from the international 
community. We first cleared an area cove-
ring four thousand square kilometers from 
Daesh and YPG/PKK terrorist organizati-
ons with the Operations Euphrates Shield 
and Olive Branch. With the Sochi Agree-
ment, we prevented a great humanitarian 
tragedy that could have affected four milli-
on people in Idlib. We cleared an area 120 
kilometers wide and 30 kilometers deep 
on our Syrian border from all terrorist ele-
ments with Operation Peace Spring which 

we launched on October 9. As a result, we 
freed an area covering 8,200 square kilo-
meters from terrorist organizations. 

Here is my call to the international com-
munity: let us extract oil from these wells 
together. Let us use the money from these 
resources to build houses, schools and hos-
pitals for the victims of this conflict. Howe-
ver, this proposal is turned down. Because 
oil is more valuable to them...

We are hoping to organize a 
Donors’ Conference

These areas are the safest, most peace-
ful regions in Syria despite attacks by the 
YPG/PKK terrorist organization targeting 
civilians. We know that certain groups and 
powers are disturbed by the idea of Syrian 
refugees returning to their homeland sa-
fely and of their own accord. We must not 
allow those who condemned Palestinian 
refugees to years of longing for their home-
land to repeat the same scenario in Syria. 
Where do the Palestinian refugees live to-
day? They live in Jordan and Lebanon. Are 
there any plans to help them return to their 
homeland? No. On the contrary, plans are 
underway to usurp the rest of their lands. 

So far, 371 thousand Syrian refugees vo-
luntarily returned to the regions we secu-
red. We believe we can return one million 
initially, if we can realize the project that 
I talked about at the United Nations 74th 
General Assembly Meeting. We hope to re-
alize this project which I shared with the 
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Secretary General and the High Commissi-
oner with your contributions and support. 
In this context, we are planning to organize 
a donors’ conference in the near future. We 
believe the support of the United Nations 
in this regard is very important.

Distinguished Guests,

Another way to find a long-lasting solution 
to the refugee crisis is to give refugees an 
opportunity to resettle in third countries. 
Unfortunately, we are also far from the de-
sired level on that front. We observe that 
third country resettlement quotas are seve-
rely limited, especially for refugees in vul-
nerable situations. 

One of the most frequent issues faced by 
refugees is xenophobic and anti-immig-
rant rhetoric that has been on the rise re-
cently. It is shameful to exploit the trage-
dies of people who had to leave everything 
behind and stoke prejudice against them 
as a means to pursue political gains. Ke-
eping Palestinian refugees under check 
with poverty and famine by cutting off the-
ir aid is also an inhumane course of action. 

It is important to combat discriminatory 
policies and promote the integration of re-
fugees in society to ensure social cohesion 
and peace and to overcome this crisis. Our 
country makes special effort to use social 
media and the press to correct false myths 
and challenge the negative perception and 
prejudice about refugees. I believe that the 
Global Refugee Forum which convenes for 
the first time will be an opportunity for us 
to acknowledge our shared responsibility 
for our common future and help improve 
the living standards of refugees. 

We will continue to do our best as the des-
cendants of a people who protected Jews 
fleeing the inquisition in the 15th century; 
our ancestors are known to have said three 
centuries ago, “I will give up my throne, I 
will give up my crown, but I will not hand 
over people who take refuge in my co-
untry.”

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to extend my thanks to the 
Secretary General and the High Commis-
sioner.

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Ministers, Distinguished 
Guests, My Dear Brothers,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah 
be upon you.

I greet you with love and respect. I extend 
my heartfelt greetings to our friends all 
over Asia and the world. I bring greetings 
and love from every single one of your 82 
million brothers and sisters in Turkey.

For two centuries, Muslims 
suffered because they did not 

face their problems with courage

Opening of the Kuala Lumpur Summit
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia | December 19, 2019
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I am excited to be here on the occasion of 
the Kuala Lumpur Summit held at leaders 
level for the first time this year under the 
leadership of Malaysia. First of all, I would 
like to express my gratitude to the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia, my dear friend Tun 
Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad, for his kind 
invitation and sincere hospitality on behalf 
of my country, my nation, and my delega-
tion. I would like to welcome the academi-
cians, politicians, valuable representatives 
of non-governmental organizations and 
all participants who came to our meeting 
from different corners of the Islamic world. 
I would like to emphasize that the experi-
ence, observations and criticism of each 
of our brothers here are invaluable for me 
and your brothers in Turkey. I hope that the 
Kuala Lumpur Summit will strengthen our 
solidarity and the unity of the ummah.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

God willing, we will have the opportunity to 
talk about many issues such as Islamopho-
bia, terrorism and the divisions and inter-
nal conflicts we face today. We will assess 
possible opportunities for cooperation in 
the fields of sustainable development, secu-
rity, defense, trade, investment, technology 
and the internet. We will discuss possible 
solutions to the issues that concern the fu-
ture of our citizens based on our collective 
wisdom. We will discuss the current situ-
ation, resources and the potential of the 
Islamic world which make up a quarter of 
the world’s population with 1.7 billion pe-
ople. We will also address the issues that 

prevent the Islamic world from realizing 
its potential. I offer my gratitude to all my 
brothers here who have shared or will sha-
re their ideas for creating a stronger, more 
prosperous and economically independent 
Islamic world.

I find it useful to highlight one very upset-
ting problem. The biggest problem with the-
se platforms that bring the Islamic world 
together on a regular basis is the lack of 
implementation. This is the reason why we 
make no progress on the Palestinian issue, 
why we fail to stop the exploitation of our 
resources, and why our geography is torn 
into pieces by others using sectarianism. 
The Islamic world is not weak or helpless. 
The Holy Quran orders us dozens of times 
to use our minds. Our Prophet (pbuh) says 
that those who have faith have prudence 
and foresight; they do not repeat a mistake 
they make once. If a significant part of the 
Muslim community is still struggling with 
famine, poverty and ignorance despite the 
riches, oil, a large population and the we-
alth of natural resources bestowed on us 
by Allah, we must first look to ourselves. 
Blaming others for our problems would 
be taking the easy way out. Muslims have 
suffered for the past two centuries because 
they never faced their problems and always 
avoided challenges. I believe that we can 
create change if we begin to implement our 
decisions. I hope that the Kuala Lumpur 
Summit will be the beginning of a new era 
in this respect.

The end of the current world 
order is imminent

Dear Brothers, 

Located in the middle of Asia, Europe and 
Africa, our country is affected directly or 
indirectly by almost every event in the 
region. We host 3 million 700 thousand 
brothers and sisters who are fleeing from 
war, persecution and terrorist organiza-
tions in neighboring Syria. We also act as 
ansar to hundreds of thousands of refuge-
es from Iraq to Afghanistan in addition to 
the Syrian refugees. I travelled to the Kuala 
Lumpur Summit from the Global Refugee 
Forum organized for the first time under 
the leadership of the United Nations. Du-
ring that meeting in Geneva, I drew atten-
tion to the humanitarian tragedies in Syria 
and our region. I expressed that we must 
solve these global issues conscientiously 
and with a focus on humanity instead of 
adopting an interest-based approach.

In recent years, we have been drawing at-
tention to the problems faced by humanity, 
and especially Muslims, in every platform 
we are associated with. We always state 
that problems cannot be solved by words 
only, and that we need mechanisms to re-
solve injustices as well as the will to put 
these mechanisms into action. We say that 
the world order needs to be restructured 
on the basis of justice and fairness. The 
current world order which was established 
by the victors of World War II in order to 
protect their own interests has outlived its 
usefulness. 

Platforms such as the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation that bring the Islamic 
world together must also be reformed to 
increase their effectiveness. We must qu-
estion our methods and steer ourselves 
towards a future where we have a say in 
global matters, instead of dwelling on our 
past. We put a great deal of emphasis on 
these matters during our three-year term 
as the President of the Organization of Isla-
mic Cooperation. In addition to identifying 
and talking about our problems, we made 
efforts to personally follow up on our deci-
sions and to implement them. We fought 
to protect the dignity of Jerusalem and 
Palestine against the unlawful harassment 
of the Israeli administration. We opposed 
many injustices happening in Turkistan, 
Kashmir, Yemen, Libya and Arakan. We 
carried out projects to utilize the potenti-
al of the Islamic world, increase our trade, 
and strengthen our cooperation in tech-
nology and finance. We organized a High-
Level Public and Private Sector Investment 
Conference and a Ministerial Conference 
on Social Development for the first time in 
the history of the Organization. 

We also caused a great deal of annoyance 
to certain groups that benefited from the 
division, lethargy and indecisiveness of 
the Islamic world. These people used terro-
rism and unrest as a tool to manipulate our 
countries and further their secret agendas. 
They tried to divert us from our path by 
using their FETO proxies and missionaries 
who pretended to be Muslim. They slande-
red my country and myself through nume-
rous international media outlets on their 
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payroll. They attempted to surround our 
country with a terror corridor by sending 
weapons to terrorist organizations with 
thousands of trucks and planes. They tri-
ed to silence Turkey inside and outside our 
borders with every means available inclu-
ding slander, coups and economic terro-
rism. Praise be to Allah; we did not fall for 
any of their traps. We talk about Palestine, 
Gaza, Arakan, Libya, Somalia, Egypt and 
Syria when they try to silence us. We shout 
“The world is bigger than 5” when they try 
to intimidate us. We embrace our brothers 
even more closely when they work hard to 
divide us. We fight against all terrorist or-
ganizations without exception in spite of 
their attempts to legitimize terrorism. We 
are chasing PKK/YPG terrorists from the 
regions they occupy one by one, much like 
the way we cornered Daesh, the despicable 
murderers of our Muslim brothers in Syria. 
We draw attention to Neo-Nazi terrorism, 
which is intentionally trivialized on many 
platforms, and emphasize the importance 
of fighting against such organizations. God 
willing, we will carry on with our efforts 
with the same determination in the future.

Muslims waste their energy on 
meaningless internal strife

Dear Brothers,

Figures representing our relations are far 
below our potential in almost every field 
such as trade, politics, foreign policy, de-
fense industry and technology. The share 
of all Islamic countries in the global eco-

nomy fails to reach even 10 percent. Inco-
me level in the wealthiest Islamic country 
is more than 200 times the income level in 
the poorest Islamic country. Islamic count-
ries possess 59 percent of global oil reser-
ves and 58 percent of natural gas reserves. 
However, 350 million brothers are strugg-
ling to survive under extreme poverty. The 
share of Muslims, who constitute a quarter 
of the global population, in global health 
expenditure is merely four percent. Lite-
racy rate in the Islamic world is around 70 
percent compared to the global rate of 82.5 
percent. Islamic countries allocate only 3.7 
percent of their GDP to education while 
this ratio is 4.8 percent in other countries. 
Currently, 94 percent of the people killed 
in conflicts around the world are Muslims. 
One out of every three weapons sold in the 
world goes to the Middle East. Muslims 
turn on each other over trivial matters 
most of the time and spend their resources 
on weapons instead of education, health 
or research and development. The Western 
arms dealers become even richer as a re-
sult. 

We are unfortunately wasting our energy 
on internal strife in an era where the rest 
of the world discusses artificial intelligen-
ce, quantum computing and robotics. I am 
aware that no leader here who bears the 
responsibility of millions of Muslims is 
happy with the current state of affairs.

However, we are believers of a religion 
that heralds “a relief with every difficulty”. 
We are the ummah of a Prophet who says, 
“Even if the end of time is upon you and 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

409408

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

you have a seedling in your hand, plant it.” 
It is not becoming of a Muslim to give up 
hope. Never lose hope in Allah, the Lord of 
the worlds. Let us not forget that in every 
crisis, there is an opportunity. Allah will 
bestow His blessings upon us so long as we 
stand united as brothers and focus on our 
future instead of dwelling on our past. 

Our responsibility is not to be angry at the 
darkness, but to be a beacon of light that 
will pierce that darkness. The crises we 
face indicate that the Muslim world needs 
a shake-up or an awakening. We must close 
ranks even tighter in line with the hadith 
of our Prophet, “mercy in unity, punish-
ment in division”. We must focus on pro-
jects that will allow us to help each other 
and realize our true potential. We need to 
develop our cooperation in areas of high 
strategic importance, especially defense, 
energy and advanced technology. There 
are many steps we can take in a short time, 
such as trading in national currencies, ma-

king investments, rebuilding the instituti-
on of zakat, and eliminating bilateral trade 
barriers.

God willing, we will share some concrete 
suggestions regarding these ideas in the 
next session. I would like you to know that 
we are ready to share all of our resources 
and experience in order to reach this goal 
and ideal. I pray that Allah will never sepa-
rate us from the light of the Quran and the 
blessed path of our Prophet (pbuh). 

At the end of my remarks, I would like to 
express my wish for the Kuala Lumpur 
Summit to be beneficial for everyone. I of-
fer my thanks to my dear friend and a very 
wise man, the Prime Minister of Malaysia, 
Tun Mahathir Mohamad. I extend my sin-
cerest regards to my Malaysian brothers 
who have always shown us their love.

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
May Allah bless you. Let us turn the Mediterranean 

into a region of collaboration 
instead of conflict

TurkStream Natural Gas Pipeline Opening Ceremony
Istanbul | January 8, 2020

My Dear Friend President Putin, President 
of Serbia Mr. Vučić, Prime Minister of Bul-
garia Mr. Borissov, Esteemed Ministers, 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle-
men, 

I greet you with my deepest regards. I wo-
uld like to welcome all our guests and Rus-

sian President Putin and his delegation in 
particular to this inauguration ceremony. I 
am pleased to welcome you to Istanbul on 
the occasion of such a significant opening 
ceremony for our countries and the region. 
Before I start my remarks, I hope that 2020, 
the first week of which is already behind 
us, will bring peace and prosperity to our 
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countries, peoples and the whole world. I 
wish you and all our friends a happy new 
year.

We meet to mark the opening of the TurkS-
tream natural gas pipeline, which is the 
latest symbol of the close cooperation 
between Turkey and Russia. TurkStre-
am is a historic project both in our bila-
teral relations and for the energy map in 
our region. We worked very hard with 
our Russian friends on this project. Last 
year, my dear friend President Putin and 
I held a ceremony in Istanbul to mark the 
completion of the offshore section of the 
pipeline. Praise be to Allah, we have reac-
hed our target and successfully comple-
ted the pipeline, and now we are here for 
the opening ceremony. With this project, 
15.75 billion cubic meters of natural gas 
out of 31.5 billion cubic meters will be 
directly delivered to our country without 
going through a transit country. This will 
enable us to meet the annual natural gas 
requirements of 15 million households. I 
hope that the TurkStream Project will be 
beneficial to our country and our friends 
who will also benefit from the pipeline. I 
would like to express my gratitude to all 
who have contributed to the implementa-
tion of the project.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is the 10th largest energy market 
among OECD countries. As of today, we 
are able to provide natural gas to all 81 
provinces in Turkey. 53 million people in 
total, which is 79 percent of our populati-

on, actively use natural gas. We are incre-
asing this number everyday with our inf-
rastructure investments. In this context, 
Russia is one of Turkey’s top natural gas 
suppliers. In the last 33 years, we impor-
ted close to 400 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas from the Russian Federation. 
These figures show that the cooperation 
between our countries is based on mutual 
interest and a win-win approach. We have 
successfully overcome all kinds of chal-
lenges in our cooperation in the field of 
energy as in other areas. Turkey and Rus-
sia will continue to work on new projects 
based on the exemplary cooperation we 
established in this project.

We plan to increase the capacity 
of TANAP to 31 billion cubic 
meters

We see that European countries are very 
interested in the Russian natural gas to be 
delivered from the second pipeline of the 
project. As a result of recent investments, 
Turkey has developed a significant natural 
gas supply capacity for itself and the neces-
sary infrastructure to become a commercial 
hub. About a month ago, my dear brother 
President Aliyev of Azerbaijan and I offici-
ally inaugurated TANAP, which is one of the 
most strategic pipelines in our region. We 
put 16 billion cubic meters of Azeri natu-
ral gas to the service of Turkey and Europe 
thanks to TANAP, which is considered to be 
the “Silk Road of Energy”. We plan to raise 
the capacity of TANAP to 24 billion cubic 
meters initially and finally to 31 billion.

Furthermore, we are working to increase 
our onshore and offshore hydrocarbon 
exploration and production activities in 
order to discover new sources of supply 
and to improve our existing reserves. 
Our goal is to make our country a global 
energy hub. Turkey is definitely not after 
creating regional tensions; it never has 
been. The sole purpose of our hydrocar-
bon exploration activities in the Eastern 
Mediterranean is to protect the interests 
of our country and the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus. As we always say, 
no project that excludes our country can 
come to fruition in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean from an economic, legal and diplo-
matic perspective. Turkey has the longest 
coastline in the Mediterranean, so it goes 
without saying that it has a say in the mat-
ters concerning this region. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
reiterate our call for cooperation with all 
littoral states in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Let us turn the Mediterranean, which has 
been the cradle of civilization througho-
ut history, into a region of collaboration 
instead of conflict. We are ready to run 
towards those who take one step towards 
us. We are open to all kinds of cooperati-
on based on mutual respect and equitab-
le treatment. Both TANAP and TurkStre-
am, which we are proud to inaugurate 
today, are the most concrete signs of our 
country’s vision in that regard. We invite 
our counterparts to reciprocate the sin-
cere hand that Turkey extends for future 
cooperation.

Dear Guests,

This year, we are celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of the establishment of our 
diplomatic relations with the Russian Fe-
deration in modern times. However, our 
relations with our neighbor Russia go a 
long way back. The letter sent to the Otto-
man Sultan Bayezid II by Tsar Ivan III in 
1492 is considered as the beginning of Tur-
kish-Russian relations. Therefore, the rela-
tions between the two neighboring count-
ries date back more than 500 years. We all 
know that the cooperation between these 
two long-established states in the Eurasian 
geography has yielded great benefits for 
our peoples and the region. It is impossible 
to forget the support of our Russian friends 
during our War of Independence. Russia 
and Turkey have always maintained good 
neighborly relations, even in the most chal-
lenging times during the Cold War. 

Similarly, we do not allow our differences 
of opinion to get in the way of our common 
interests today. We have achieved a new 
momentum in our relations thanks to Pre-
sident Putin’s strong will. We used to have 
a trade volume of 300-400 million dollars 
in the 1980s, but we are now talking about 
a target of 100 billion dollars. We observe 
a consistent increase in our bilateral trade, 
particularly in the last 3 years. We break a 
new record in tourism every year. The to-
tal value of the projects undertaken by our 
contractors in Russia has reached 75 billi-
on dollars. Mutual investments have exce-
eded 10 billion dollars each way. We have 
also made considerable progress in the Ak-
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kuyu Nuclear Power Plant project. Hope-
fully, we will complete this project which 
is extremely important for our countries 
according to plan and in time. 

The TurkStream project, which we are ina-
ugurating today, will be one of the symbols 
of the new era ahead of us. We believe 
that the whole region will benefit from 
the added value to be generated when we 
fully mobilize our potential. As the Russi-
an proverb says: “Smart companion me-
ans half the journey.” We are a nation that 
says, “First the companion, then the road,” 
which means your companion is as impor-
tant as the journey itself. Our joint projects 
in recent years are a testament to Turkish-
Russian friendship. I hope that Turkey and 
Russia will show determination and conti-
nue to accompany each other on this jour-
ney in the future as well.

Our goal is to reduce tensions 
and let common sense prevail 
once again

Dear Guests,

As you know, we are going through chal-
lenging times regarding regional events. 
Tensions between our ally, the United Sta-
tes and our neighbor, Iran, reached an un-
desirable level. Turkey does not want Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon or the Gulf region, where 
more than 30 percent of maritime energy 
trade take place, to become the battleg-
round for proxy wars. Our neighbor Iraq 
in particular already faces challenges in 

terms of its stability and is in danger of lo-
sing its stability altogether. We also value 
the well-being of the Iraqi Turkmens as 
much as that of our own citizens. The Ira-
qi people, including all the Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkmens, Shia and Sunni Muslims, are 
our brothers and sisters.

Turkey has clearly expressed its sensiti-
vity on this issue on different occasions. 
We have made great efforts to ensure that 
Iraq, which has been plagued by turmoil 
and conflict for nearly 30 years, maintains 
its territorial integrity and restores peace 
and order within its borders. We have sup-
ported Iraq in all areas in the fight against 
Daesh and PKK terrorist organizations. We 
have been in regular contact with different 
groups that make up Iraqi society to pre-
vent sectarian fanaticism from consuming 
the country. We are trying to reduce tensi-
ons by means of diplomacy at this critical 
time when war drums beating. In this con-
text, I had phone calls with many leaders 
in the last week. Our Foreign Minister is 
also conducting rigorous diplomacy with 
his counterparts. Our goal is to reduce ten-
sions and let common sense prevail once 
again. 

Our region is already exhausted due to 
ongoing conflicts in the last 20 years. Un-
fortunately, millions of innocent brothers 
and sisters from Iraq to Syria have paid the 
price for the proxy wars between different 
powers. Ancient cities of Islamic civilizati-
on, once a land of peace and prosperity, are 
now in ruins. It is the external powers who 
have benefited the most from this situation 
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where brothers are turned into enemies. 
No one in our geography has strength left 
to suffer any longer. No one has the right to 
throw the entire region, Iraq in particular, 
into a new ring of fire for the sake of their 
own benefit. 

As a country that can talk to all parties in-
volved, we will continue to engage in dip-
lomacy. We will mobilize all our means to 
prevent our region from drowning in blo-
od and tears. In the process, we will be in 
constant dialogue and consultation with 
the Russian Federation and my dear fri-
end President Putin. God willing, we will 

overcome these challenging times with the 
contribution and support of our Russian 
friends. 

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I once again hope that the TurkStre-
am Project will be beneficial to our count-
ries and the region. I would like to thank 
my dear friend President Putin, who is 
the architect of this project, and his dele-
gation. I also express my gratitude to Pre-
sident Vučić and Prime Minister Borissov 
for their presence and for sharing our ex-
citement. I greet you once again with my 
deepest regards.

We will improve our
relations with the African 

continent further

Turkey-Algeria Business Forum | Algiers, Algeria | January 26, 2020

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, Prime Minis-
ter Djerad, Distinguished Ministers, Estee-
med Members of the Turkish-Algerian Bu-
siness Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with my deepest regards.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh

I am very happy to visit Algeria for the se-
cond time in the last two years. I express 
my gratitude to the Algerian authorities 
and to President Tebboune in particular, 
for the sincere hospitality extended to me 
and my delegation. It is my pleasure to 
meet the entrepreneurs who constitute the 
dynamic power and potential of Turkey 
and Algeria on the occasion of my visit. I 
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would like to thank DEİK, the Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board, for organizing this 
valuable meeting. I hope that the Business 
Forum will pave the way for new partners-
hips, initiatives, projects and investments 
for our entrepreneurs and our business 
community. 

We have always included investors in our 
delegations during my foreign visits both 
as Prime Minister for 12 years and now 
as President for the last 5.5 years. In our 
bilateral meetings, we took many decisi-
ons that will encourage you and facilitate 
your business activities. It has always been 
one of our main agenda items to solve the 
problems faced by our businessmen. Prai-
se be to Allah; we have managed to reap the 
fruits of our efforts in almost every sector 
over the past 17 years. Turkey now exports 
to 210 economic regions and imports from 
222 countries. We also increased our ex-
ports from 36 billion dollars to over 180.5 
billion dollars as a result of our recent ef-
forts. 

Our total trade volume with African count-
ries increased by 381 percent and reached 
26 billion dollars over the last 17 years. 
Our exports to this continent reached 16 
billion dollars. Turkey’s net investment 
stock in this geography reached two billion 
dollars. The market value of these invest-
ments exceeds six billion dollars. The total 
number of Business Councils between Tur-
key and African countries increased from 
30 in 2015 to 45 in 2019. 

We are also accelerating our activity in the 
nine African countries where we do not 
have a Business Council. We continue our 
humanitarian and development aid acti-
vities across the entire continent, regard-
less of ethnicity, language, religion, color 
or belief. TİKA leads the implementation 
of a new and unique development model 
across the continent with 22 Program Co-
ordination Offices. Our flagship carrier, 
Turkish Airlines, operates flights from 
Istanbul to 58 destinations in 38 African 
countries. Our Maarif Foundation offers 
high quality education opportunities to 
our young people who are the guarantee 
of our future. We provide free education to 
approximately four thousand 500 African 
students at undergraduate, graduate and 
doctorate level with the Türkiye Scholars-
hips. Hopefully, trade volume between Tur-
key and African countries will exceed the 
50-billion-dollar mark in the future. 

Our aim is to work together to 
increase production and achieve 
prosperity

Dear Guests,

We see Algeria not only as a friendly and 
brotherly country but also as one of our 
strategic partners in North Africa. In terms 
of trade, Algeria is one of Turkey’s critical 
gateways to the Maghreb and the African 
countries. In the early 2000s, we initia-
ted an outreach policy to make up for the 
century-long gap in our relations with the 
African continent. We declared 2005 the 

Year of Africa, which added significant 
impetus to our outreach policy. We crow-
ned this new impetus with the Turkey-Af-
rica Partnership Summits held in 2008 
and in 2014. Our preparation for the third 
summit is ongoing; we are in the process 
of finalizing the exact date for the summit 
with the African Union. I believe that Al-
geria will also be represented at the Tur-
key-Africa Partnership Summit as one of 
the important countries on the continent. 
Following the summit, we are planning on 
hosting the 3rd Turkey-Africa Economy 
and Business Forum in Istanbul, which 
will be organized by our Ministry of Trade 
and DEİK.

Undoubtedly, our business community has 
the biggest responsibility in terms of brin-
ging these efforts to fruition. If you make 
the most of this opportunity, this summit 
can be another steppingstone for our co-
untries in terms of politics as well as trade 
and investments.

For Turkey, embracing the African con-
tinent starting with North Africa is not 
merely a commercial or economic under-
taking. Turkey does not seek a self-serving 
ambition in its relations with the African 
continent; it never has. Our aim is to work 
together to increase production and achi-
eve prosperity. The reason for this is the 
fact that trade is not just the exchange of 
commodities and money between countri-
es. Trade also makes it possible for the pe-
oples of two countries to get to know each 
other better. 

Whenever I come to Algeria, I admire not 
only the natural beauty and cultural diver-
sity of the country but also the projects, ro-
ads and factories, most of which were built 
by our businessmen. As President of Tur-
key, I am proud of the contributions that 
our investors made to Algeria’s develop-
ment on behalf of my country and nation. 
As always, we will continue to do our best 
to facilitate your efforts. We will make up 
for the things we have neglected in the past 
and, God willing, achieve greater success 
together.

My Dear Friends,

The trade volume between Turkey and Al-
geria has been about four billion dollars for 
a long time. Although this is a significant 
figure, it is certainly not enough for two 
countries that are hubs for production and 
trade in their respective regions. In today’s 
meeting, the President and I have decided 
to increase our bilateral trade volume to 
five billion dollars as soon as possible. 

For this, we must first eliminate the chal-
lenges that keep our business community 
from unleashing the true potential of our 
bilateral trade. That Turkey and Algeria 
still do not have a Free Trade Agreement 
despite their well-established and strong 
ties is a serious obstacle. Unfortunately, 
this fact puts Turkish companies in a di-
sadvantageous position compared to their 
European competitors. I believe that we 
must start negotiations on a Free Trade Ag-
reement in order to amend this situation 
and deepen our economic relations. This 
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issue was one of our agenda items in our 
meeting with my dear brother President 
Tebboune. We signed a joint declaration 
on the establishment of a High-Level Stra-
tegic Cooperation Council. We agreed to 
organize the Joint Economic Commission 
meeting, which was last held in Ankara in 
2012, as soon as possible.

Additional import duties have a 
negative impact on our trade

Another obstacle to increasing our trade 
volume is the trade policy measures. Addi-
tional import duties and the tariff quotas 
on automobiles introduced in 2019 have a 
negative impact on our companies and the 
improvement of our bilateral trade. Like-
wise, providing some flexibility in the visa 
requirements will consequently increase 
your mobility. 

Turkish contracting companies are among 
the most successful companies of our co-
untry. Turkey ranks in second place in the 
world in the contracting sector. Our inter-
national contracting sector has underta-
ken 438 projects across the globe with a 
total value of 18 billion dollars last year 
alone. Turkish companies have success-
fully completed 377 projects with a value 
of 16.1 billion dollars in Algeria so far. The-
se figures mean that Algeria is the eighth 
country in terms of the number of projects 
undertaken by the Turkish contractors. 
I believe that these figures will increase 
when we overcome your recent problems 
regarding the letters of guarantee.

At this point, I would like to underline 
a fundamental issue. We do not merely 
sell goods to Algeria, but we embark on 
long-term investments that will provide 
employment in this country. More than a 
thousand Turkish companies operate in Al-
geria. The total value of investments made 
by these companies exceeds one billion 
dollars. With these investments, Turkish 
entrepreneurs offer employment oppor-
tunities to approximately 10,000 Algerian 
brothers and sisters. As I said during my 
previous visit, agriculture, tourism, food 
and energy are areas with great opportuni-
ties for cooperation. We see halal food in 
particular as a strategic area for our futu-
re. For this purpose, we opened the Halal 
Accreditation Agency in our country. The 
agency conducts its activities in accordan-
ce with the standards of the Standards and 
Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries. 
We are ready to share our expertise in ha-
lal accreditation with Algeria and establish 
a framework for technical cooperation.

Defense industry is another area where 
Turkey has made considerable progress 
in recent years. We increased the domes-
tic content in our defense industry from 
20 percent 17 years ago to 70 percent to-
day. Our annual turnover in the defense 
industry and aviation reached nine billion 
dollars while our exports rose to 2.7 billion 
dollars. We are one of the top four count-
ries in terms of state-of-the-art production 
of Armed Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. In 
addition to meeting our own needs, we ex-
port battleships, helicopters, tanks, armo-
red vehicles and missiles to friendly count-
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ries. Products such as our locally produced 
armed UAVs, UAVs, helicopters, battles-
hips, rifles, training aircraft, electro-optic 
systems and ammunition are extremely 
important in terms of showing the success 
and capabilities of Turkish engineering. 
As Algeria’s friend and brother, we want 
to improve our cooperation in the field of 
defense industry further at a time when re-
gional tensions are on the rise.

Distinguished Guests,

We closely follow the steps taken by the Al-
gerian authorities to facilitate business ac-
tivities and to diversify the economy of the 
country. Within this framework, removing 
the 51 percent local partner requirement 
in foreign investments is an important 
step. I sincerely congratulate my Algerian 
brothers and sisters for the value they at-
tach to new technologies, investment and 

development. I believe that there will be 
more incentives for the business commu-
nity in the future.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I hope that this meeting will inspire 
new ideas and projects. I hope that this vi-
sit held at a critical time will be a milestone 
for the future of our relations and friend-
ship.

I would like to once again thank my Algeri-
an brothers and sisters for their hospitality. 
I would like to congratulate all institutions 
and organizations that contributed to the 
organization of the business forum. I hope 
that our meeting will be beneficial for all.

May the blessings and mercy of Allah be 
upon you. I hope and pray that Allah will 
guide your path and help you in your en-
deavors. All the best.

Ukraine is our
strategic partner

Turkey-Ukraine Business Forum | Kiev, Ukraine | February 3, 2020

My Dear Friend President Volodymyr Ze-
lensky, Esteemed Ministers, Distinguished 
Representatives of the Business Commu-
nity, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with my warmest regards. 

I wish success to the Turkey-Ukraine Bu-
siness Forum and hope that it yields new 
partnerships for our businessmen. I would 
like to thank DEİK and its Ukrainian coun-

terparts for bringing our entrepreneurs to-
gether in such a wonderful event. I would 
also like to express my gratitude to Presi-
dent Zelensky and all Ukrainian authoriti-
es for their hospitality.

We attach great importance to strengthe-
ning our commercial and economic coo-
peration as well as our bilateral relations. 
I am very happy to see that the same will 
is reciprocated by our Ukrainian friends. 
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As a matter of fact, the Investment Forum 
held in Istanbul last year with the partici-
pation of President Zelensky is one of the 
most concrete examples of this shared will. 
We see today’s Business Forum as a conti-
nuation of the meeting previously held in 
Istanbul. I believe that, like the Investment 
Forum last year, Turkey-Ukraine Business 
Forum will pave the way for new opportu-
nities for all of you.

Dear Guests,

Our relations with Ukraine, our neighbor 
in the Black Sea, grow stronger by the day. 
Ukraine is not only our friend but also our 
strategic partner. Our geographical locati-
on and economies make Turkey and Uk-
raine valuable partners, not competitors. 
The best outcome of this perspective is the 
High-Level Strategic Council mechanism 
between our countries. 

My dear friend the President and I held the 
8th meeting of our Council today. Our one-
on-one meetings and the talks between our 
delegations focused on our bilateral rela-
tions and regional issues. We also signed 
agreements to further reinforce the legal 
basis of our relations. We took decisions 
that will facilitate your business activities, 
solve your problems and provide new op-
portunities for the business community. 
The solid political basis of our relations 
with Ukraine is one of the most important 
assurances for the business communities 
in both countries. We do know that you 
all make great efforts to build on this so-
lid basis.

Our trade volume with Ukraine increases 
every year with our support as the state as 
well as your efforts as the business com-
munity. In 2019, our bilateral trade volu-
me increased by 10.2 percent and reached 
4.8 billion dollars. The Turkish contracting 
sector has completed 184 projects with a 
total value of 6.3 billion dollars in Ukraine 
so far.

The total value of our 
investments in Ukraine exceeds 
three billion dollars

In recent years, Turkey has become one of 
the main destinations for Ukrainians for 
health tourism. Last year, more than 20 
thousand Ukrainians come to our country 
for treatment purposes. We achieved great 
momentum in the tourism sector as well. 
We lifted visa requirements between our 
countries and allowed travel between Tur-
key and Ukraine with national identity 
cards. As a result, we hosted a record one 
million 550 thousand Ukrainian tourists 
in Turkey in 2019. This was a 12 percent 
increase compared to the previous year. 
In the same period, 217 thousand Turkish 
citizens traveled to Ukraine. In addition, 
we further strengthened our partnership 
in strategic areas including the defense 
industry, technology, communication inf-
rastructure and telecommunications.

Turkish companies have considerable in-
vestments in Ukraine especially in commu-
nication, food, textile, banking and cons-
truction materials. The total value of our 

investments in this country exceeds three 
billion dollars. We also believe that there is 
significant potential between Ukraine and 
Turkey in areas like automotive, iron and 
steel, defense and 4.5G technology. In the 
future, we aim to strengthen our cooperati-
on in these areas.

Dear Friends,

The private sector is the driving force of 
the economy in the world today. As heads 
of state, our job is to remove bureaucratic 
challenges and obstacles facing the busi-
ness community. Once we remove these 
obstacles on this road, your job is to tra-
vel on this path as fast as you can. As you 
know, we aim to achieve a two-fold incre-
ase in the trade volume between Turkey 
and Ukraine from 4.8 billion dollars to 10 
billion dollars. Today, my dear friend and I 
reconfirmed our goal in this regard.

However, it takes more than our govern-
ments to achieve this target. The business 
community also needs to take responsibi-
lity and support us. We know that a Free 
Trade Agreement is necessary for you to 
reach this goal. The President and I reac-
hed an agreement on this point and our 
ministers of trade signed a memorandum. 
God willing, we are hoping to communica-
te the good news to our business commu-
nity as soon as possible. 

We are planning to organize the Turkey-
Ukraine Trade and Economic Cooperation 
Committee meeting in March.

Ukraine is an increasingly attractive co-
untry for entrepreneurs as a result of the 
reforms it has implemented to improve 
the investment climate. Turkish and Uk-
rainian exporters need to discover the ad-
vantages and opportunities offered by our 
countries. I would like to emphasize an im-
portant issue. Turkey has never considered 
international entrepreneurs as foreign in-
vestors, and it never will. We provide the 
entrepreneurs who believe in Turkey and 
its investment ecosystem with the same 
opportunities we offer our own citizens. 

In the last 17 years, our economy received 
a total of 220 billion dollars in foreign di-
rect investment. Turkey consistently mo-
ves up in the ease of doing business index 
as a result of our efforts. The Turkish ban-
king industry has a capital adequacy ratio 
of 17 percent, which is well above the inter-
national standard of 8 percent. Today, Tur-
kish Airlines has one of the largest flight 
networks in the world with 328 flight des-
tinations in 126 countries. It is possible to 
reach 1.6 billion people within a four-hour 
flight radius from Istanbul. We also have 
significant human capital with our young, 
educated and skilled population. Turkey 
has the 13th largest economy in the world 
according to purchasing power parity. We 
increased our exports from 36 billion dol-
lars in 2002 to 181 billion dollars accor-
ding to the figures announced this mor-
ning. Our exports in January increased 
by 6.1 percent compared to the previous 
month and reached 14 billion 765 million 
dollars. Ratio of our exports to imports has 
risen to 86 percent
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Our goal is to increase our trade 
volume to 10 billion dollars

The Turkish economy continues to raise the 
bar of success despite trade wars and regio-
nal instability. We aim to increase our exports 
to 500 billion dollars by the year 2023 when 
we celebrate the centenary of our Republic. 
Last year, we inaugurated the first phase of 
the Istanbul Airport, one of the biggest air-
ports in the world, with an interim capacity 
of 90 million passengers. We also increased 
domestic content in our defense industry 
to 70 percent. We are one of the top four 
countries producing state-of-the-art Armed 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles. Not long ago, we 
launched our national automobile, which is 
set to become a global Turkish brand. The 
battery-powered national automobile will be 
produced using next-generation technology 
and, God willing, it will be available in three 
years. In addition, we are accelerating efforts 
to promote the use of national currencies to 
eliminate the currency pressure on our eco-
nomy and trade.

Dear Friends,

Turkish firms have a proven track record 
of success when they are provided with the 
right opportunities. Three billion dollars of 
Turkish investment in Ukraine is a mani-
festation of the trust that our country and 
companies have in Ukraine. I am especially 
pleased to see the positive attitude by Presi-
dent Zelensky towards Turkish investors. I 
would like to take this opportunity to once 
again thank His Excellency on behalf of my 
country, nation and the Turkish business 

community. As was mentioned, there are 
many things that need to be done in Ukraine 
in terms of infrastructure and superstructu-
re. I believe that Turkish entrepreneurs will 
continue to successfully implement projects 
that will be worthy of President Zelensky’s 
trust. 

The doors of our country are wide open to 
Ukrainian investors as well. Our Investment 
Office, which operates under our Presidency, 
provides all kinds of support you may need.

You can invest jointly in third countries as 
a result of your discussions here today. I be-
lieve that Turkey and Ukraine will succeed 
together if these plans come to fruition. Both 
countries have this potential. These issues 
were discussed during our one-on-one mee-
tings and the talks between our delegations. 
In the context of our strategic partnership, 
it will be very important for our ministers 
to stay in touch and evaluate future invest-
ments. We also decided to organize a Minis-
terial Meeting at least once a year and take 
turns in hosting this meeting.

As I conclude my remarks with these tho-
ughts, I would like to underline once again 
that, as heads of state, we will continue to fa-
cilitate your business endeavors.

I would like to thank all who have contribu-
ted to making this important event possible. 
I hope that we will have exceeded our target 
of 10 billion dollars in our bilateral trade vo-
lume when we convene again for the next 
Business Forum. I greet all of you with my 
warmest regards. All the best.

No border or distance can
keep Muslim hearts apart

Address to the National Parliament and Senate of Pakistan
Islamabad, Pakistan | February 15, 2020

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Speaker of the Parliament, 
Esteemed Members of the National Parli-
ament and Senate of Pakistan, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I greet all of you with my deepest regards. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

I would like to convey my greetings to the 
people of Pakistan through the distinguis-
hed representatives of your nation. 

It is a great honor for me to address you 
on the occasion of my official visit to Pa-
kistan. I am grateful to Almighty Allah for 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

427426

The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 3

bringing us together in this wonderful spi-
rit of brotherhood. I would like to extend 
my gratitude to you all for this opportunity 
to address you today. 

I would like to start my remarks by conve-
ying the greetings of your 83 million brot-
hers and sisters in Turkey and the members 
of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
who represent the national will. I would like 
to thank all my brothers and sisters and the 
Pakistani authorities for the sincere hospi-
tality they extended to us from the moment 
we set foot in Islamabad. 

We do not feel like strangers here in Pakis-
tan. We feel at home in Pakistan which lies 
in one of the meeting points in Asia at the 
heart of the fertile geography of the Islamic 
world. Turkey and Pakistan share strong 
ties of brotherhood that very few countries 
and nations in the world have. The brother-
hood between Turkey and Pakistan which 
is envied by others is a genuine brotherho-
od strengthened by history and reinforced 
by historical events. Since the era of Mah-
mud of Ghazni, the founder of the Dynasty 
of Ghaznavids, Turks have always been an 
integral part of this vast geography. The 
Mughal Empire, who were the descendants 
of Chagatai Turks, ruled the region where 
today’s Pakistan is also located for 350 ye-
ars and left profound marks in our mutual 
history. The Moghul Empire and the Ghaz-
navids are two of the 16 states that Turks 

have founded throughout history and they 
are represented on our Presidential Seal. 
Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib who was one 
of the pioneers of Urdu literature, Ali brot-
hers who were the leaders of the Khilafat 
Movement, and Abdurrahman Peshaveri 
who arrived to help the Ottomans during 
the Balkan Wars are some of the golden 
links that unite us in history.

Turkey-Pakistan relations grew stronger on 
the legacy of Shair-e Azam Muhammed Iq-
bal and Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah. History remembers the unforgettable 
demonstration organized here, 6,000 kilo-
meters away from the battlefront where the 
Turkish army put up a glorious resistance to 
defend the Strait of Çanakkale in 1915. The 
theme of that historic demonstration or-
ganized in Lahore Square was Çanakkale... 
The demonstration was organized to find 
volunteers and collect donations to support 
the Turkish nation fighting in Çanakkale. 
On that day, Lahore Square was filled with 
Muslims. As our nation was fighting for sur-
vival, our brothers and sisters in this geog-
raphy were being oppressed by colonialists. 
They managed to collect a huge amount of 
donations in the square despite the challen-
ges and threats they faced. Pakistani women 
donated their bracelets and earrings while 
Pakistani fathers gave the money they had 
saved for a rainy day.

We have not forgotten the help 
sent by the people of Pakistan 
during our War of Independence 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Shair-e Azam Muhammed Iqbal was one of 
the people who addressed the public gathe-
red in Lahore Square on that day. Muham-
med Iqbal shyly narrated the dream he 
had a few days prior to the demonstration. 
Having seen our beloved Prophet (pbuh) 
in his dream, Iqbal described his feelings 
with the following verse:

“Muhammed (pbuh) said: 

You approached me from the garden of the 
world like a scent

Tell me, did you bring me a gift?

And, I said: Oh, Muhammed, there is no pe-
ace in the world

I have lost all hope for my longings now

The garden of abundance has thousands of 
roses and tulips

But no color and no smell... 

They are all disloyal

But I brought with me one thing 

That is celebrated with takbirs

It is a bottle of blood, no other can match it 

It is their honor and moral compass

Please accept it, it is the blood of Çanakka-
le martyrs...”

At the end, hundreds of thousands present 
in Lahore Square were crying just like the 
poet. We have not forgotten the help sent 
by the people of Pakistan who sacrificed 
their own daily bread to support us during 
our War of Independence; we never will. 
We have not forgotten Chaudhry or Shau-
kat Ali and his brother who sacrificed their 
own lives to help their brothers during the 
War of Independence; we never will. We 
have not forgotten how our brothers from 
Hyderabad to Islamabad prayed for Turkey 
and its future and independence; we never 
will. We will never forget our brothers and 
sisters who are the embodiment of loyalty 
and never stopped supporting Turkey des-
pite pressure and threats, and against all 
odds. We will always protect and maintain 
our eternal brotherhood with Pakistan. For 
our brotherhood is not by blood, it comes 
from the heart. Our friendship is not born 
out of one-sided interest but of pure love. 
We always embrace Pakistan’s suffering, 
joy and success as our own. 

With this understanding, we rushed to 
the aid of our brothers and sisters with all 
available resources during the floods and 
earthquakes Pakistan has endured in the 
last few years. The prayers of the people of 
Pakistan in the aftermath of the treachero-
us coup attempt on July 15, during which 
251 Turkish citizens were martyred, sup-
ported us through that ordeal. Pakistan 
authorities showed that they stood with 
our nation by transferring the FETO scho-
ols to our Maarif Foundation. We also re-
ceived great support from the people and 
government of Pakistan during Operation 
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Peace Spring, which we launched in nort-
hern Syria in October. Pakistan stood with 
Turkey in its righteous and proud strugg-
le while those who are the self-appointed 
guardians of democracy and human rights 
were busy saving terrorists. Likewise, we 
received messages of solidarity from the 
government and people of Pakistan in the 
aftermath of the earthquakes in Elazığ and 
Malatya. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
once again thank all Pakistani brothers 
and sisters for standing with Turkey in 
our joy and sorrow. May Allah protect our 
solidarity. I want my Pakistani brothers 
and sisters to be certain of the friendship 
extended to them by Turkey and the Tur-
kish nation. As always, we will continue 
to stand by Pakistan in the future. In this 
framework, I would like to underline that 
we are going to extend our support to Pa-
kistan against those trying to put political 
pressure on Pakistan in the ongoing Finan-
cial Action Task Force meetings.

We appreciate Pakistan’s 
counterterrorism efforts

Distinguished Speaker,

Distinguished Members of Parliament,

Pakistan continues to make progress to-
wards further development and prospe-
rity. Without a doubt, economic develop-
ment cannot happen overnight. One must 
work hard, act with a plan, and show perse-
verance, dedication and self-confidence to 

succeed. There can be no development wit-
hout stability and security. I believe that 
Pakistan will soon reap the fruits of the 
efforts it conducts in cooperation with its 
legislative, executive, judicial and military 
institutions.

The steps focusing on improving the bu-
siness and investment ecosystem makes 
Pakistan a much more attractive country 
for investors. I have come here with a big 
group of businesspeople from different 
sectors. God willing, we are going to meet 
with investors at the Turkey-Pakistan Bu-
siness Forum following Friday prayers. In 
this way, we will confirm our confidence in 
Pakistan’s prosperous future and economy.

We had previously agreed to deepen our re-
lations further during the Prime Minister’s 
visit to Turkey, and we had asked our colle-
agues to undertake this task. The “Strategic 
Economic Framework” and “Action Plan” 
agreements that we will sign today will 
constitute our road plan in trade, infrast-
ructure, investments, tourism and other 
areas. Furthermore, we are going to hold 
the 6th High-Level Strategic Cooperation 
Council, which was launched by Turkey 
and Pakistan in 2009. We are going to join 
hands with 210 million Pakistani and 83 
million Turkish people and bring our eco-
nomic relations to a level we all deserve.

Furthermore, we appreciate Pakistan’s co-
unterterrorism efforts. Pakistan has suffe-
red a lot because of the instability, terro-
rism and conflicts in its region. Turkey has 
been targeted by separatists and many of 

the most brutal terrorist organizations of 
the world including Daesh, PKK and FETO 
for the last 35 year. Therefore, we unders-
tand the challenges Pakistan faces. We will 
continue to support Pakistan in its fight 
against terrorism. 

The Islamic world is struggling with a host 
of challenges from terrorism and conf-
lict to sectarianism, poverty and famine. 
Unfortunately, Turkey and Pakistan are 
among the countries that are impacted 
seriously by these crises due to their geog-
raphical location. The law of brotherhood 
in Islam requires supporting other beli-
evers, sharing their problems and being 
involved in solving them. Allah refers to 
this in the Surah-al-Hujurat as, “Believers 
are but brothers.” As members of the um-
mah, we all share a common responsibility 
for ourselves, our families, neighbors and 
billions of brothers and sisters. Short-term 
interests and daily gains cannot come befo-
re our eternal brotherhood. Differences of 
faith, sect, tribe or language cannot come 
before our global brotherhood. No border 
or distance can keep Muslim hearts apart. 
It is our duty to listen to the problems of 
our Muslim brothers and sisters across the 
world and stand with them if they are be-
ing oppressed. For, in our religion, consen-
ting to oppression is also a form of oppres-
sion.

With this understanding, Turkey makes 
efforts to bridge the divisions in the um-
mah, tries to solve conflicts, and embraces 
our righteous cause in Palestine, Cyprus 
and Kashmir. Turkey hosts nearly four 

million refugees who fled clashes and the 
oppression of the regime in Syria. We have 
spent more than 40 billion dollars to host 
the refugees while the wealthiest countries 
of the world left them to their own destiny. 
The aim of our recent steps in Idlib was to 
protect 3.5 million oppressed people from 
being killed with the barrel bombs fired by 
the regime. Turkey’s aim has always been 
to stop the bloodshed, tears and destruc-
tion in all conflict areas from Libya to Ye-
men.

Jerusalem is our red line

We have always been actively engaged in 
the issues that involve the ummah, especi-
ally during our Presidency of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation. We have ta-
ken a firm and proud stance in the face of 
Israel’s attacks targeting our first Qibla, Je-
rusalem. The recent step taken by Trump 
and Netanyahu is not part of a peace plan 
but a plan for occupation. By saying “Je-
rusalem is our red line”, we let the whole 
world know that we are not going to leave 
Haram al-Sharif to the mercy of Israeli oc-
cupiers. We voiced the strongest reaction 
to the occupation, annexation and destruc-
tion plan which has been promoted as the 
plan of the century by the United States 
government, and we will continue to do so.

We stood up for Kashmir at the 74th Ses-
sion of the United Nations General As-
sembly and once again reiterated Turkey’s 
sensitivity on this issue. We see that the 
decades-long suffering of our brothers and 
sisters in Kashmir have been aggravated 
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by the one-sided steps taken recently. Steps 
that lead to the deterioration of the current 
situation and deprive the people of Kash-
mir of their rights and freedoms will not 
be of benefit to anyone. The issue of Kash-
mir cannot be resolved by clashes and opp-
ression but with justice and fairness. This 
would be in the interest of all parties invol-
ved. Turkey will continue to promote a so-
lution based on justice, peace and dialogue 
regarding the issue of Kashmir.

I would like to take this opportunity to un-
derline that we attach great importance 
to the positive contributions of Pakistan 
in the Afghanistan peace process. Turkey 
supports the brotherly countries of Pakis-
tan and Afghanistan in this process. As I 

conclude my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to say goodbye with the follo-
wing verse by Hafez-i Shirazi:

“Oh, holy country, may you be sacred,

Oh, beautiful land, may you be merry,

Oh, highest symbol of glorious perseveran-
ce,

The land of Pakistan,

The center of our faith, may you be happy.”

I would like to thank all of you for your 
attention. May Allah guide us. May Allah 
bless you all. All the best.

We are faced with a global 
socioeconomic crisis due to

the pandemic

Extraordinary Summit of the Cooperation Council of
Turkic-Speaking Countries | Istanbul, Video Conference | April 10, 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Distinguished 
Secretary Generals of our Council and 
the World Health Organization,

I greet you with my deepest regards on 
behalf of myself and my nation. I pray 
to Allah that our consultations will yield 
beneficial results for our countries.

I would like to thank all my friends who 
have shared their valuable opinions and 
proposals with us. I express my gratitu-
de to my dear brother Ilham Aliyev, the 
President of the Turkic Council and Pre-
sident of Azerbaijan for taking the initia-
tive to call this meeting. I would also like 
to take this opportunity to wish Happy 
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Easter to our esteemed friend Mr. Orbán 
and the Hungarian people. We are happy 
to see our brother President Berdimuha-
medow of Turkmenistan among us. I wo-
uld like to reiterate that we hope to see 
Turkmenistan as a full member at our 
next regular summit.

Humanity is fighting a difficult war aga-
inst an invisible enemy. The extraordi-
nary summit of the Turkic Council will 
strengthen our solidarity in our fight 
against the coronavirus pandemic. I who-
leheartedly believe that the Turkic world 
will overcome these challenging times 
and become even stronger by the grace 
and mercy of Allah. At the outset, I wish 
a speedy recovery to all patients and ex-
tend my condolences to the loved ones of 
our brothers and sisters who lost their li-
ves due to the pandemic. May Allah have 
mercy on their souls.

Turkey put in place necessary measures 
from the first day that the virus started 
to spread around the globe. We continue 
to take measures against the virus based 
on the recommendations of the Scien-
tific Committee established within the 
Ministry of Health. We established a se-
parate mechanism called the Social Sci-
ences Committee, which will assess the 
situation and make recommendations 
regarding the effects of the pandemic 
on social psychology. Praise be to Allah; 
we were relatively more prepared for 
the pandemic thanks to our investments 
in the health sector in the last 17 years. 
Likewise, we have not had any serious 

problem in the production and supply of 
healthcare products so far. 

We not only meet our own needs but also 
try and support brotherly countries by 
mobilizing all our means. We prioritize 
your demands. We are delighted to see 
the solidarity and cooperation among 
the Council members. The Turkic Co-
uncil has already proven its value as a 
useful platform in terms of making our 
cooperation in this field more efficient. 
In this regard, I believe that our Health 
Ministers can also hold video conferen-
ces to exchange views and make use of 
the knowledge, data and experience of 
one another when needed.

Dear Friends,

We are faced with a global socioecono-
mic crisis due to the pandemic. The me-
asures we take can have a detrimental 
effect on our trade. Therefore, we must 
implement the most practical solutions 
possible in areas such as transportation, 
customs and border crossings without 
jeopardizing public health. The continu-
ity of the supply chain relies on the con-
tinuity of international trade and cargo 
transportation within the framework of 
a free, open and rules-based system. The 
national measures we put in place must 
be based on the recommendations of the 
World Health Organization and the ru-
les of the World Trade Organization and 
should prioritize our trade cooperation 
as per our solidarity.

Our Council must play a role 
in the development of cyber 
security

Recent developments once again highligh-
ted the importance of strengthening the 
Trans-Caspian Middle Corridor. In this 
transport corridor, we need to intensify our 
cooperation to take concrete steps towards 
ensuring the development of contactless 
foreign trade and multimodal transport 
systems. We can extend the scope of rail-
road transportation for freight, which is 
widely used between Turkey, Azerbaijan 
and Georgia, to Central Asia. We are wor-
king to increase daily freight along the 
Baku-Tbilisi-Kars line by 3,500 tons. Azer-
baijan and Kazakhstan are now an impor-
tant transit route for Turkish transporters 
due to closed highway crossings. In this 
context, I expect our Council members to 
facilitate transportation in terms of transit 
document quotas, visa requirements for 
drivers and similar matters. It is especially 
important to reduce the fees on the Ro-Ro 
lines, provide additional transit documents 
when needed and remove tolls on the basis 
of reciprocity. As you know, we introduced 
restrictions on passenger transportation in 
order to counter the pandemic. However, 
we have not stopped a single cargo transit 
as long as the receiving party gave permis-
sion. In this framework, we expect all our 
friends to show necessary flexibility. 

The communications sector is also being 
tested due to the pandemic. The pandemic 
once again demonstrated the need for the 

uninterrupted functioning of this sector 
in emergency situations. I believe that our 
Council can play a role in the development 
and implementation of cyber security. 
Therefore, I propose for our Ministers of 
Transport and Trade to convene via vide-
oconference in order to address all these 
issues.

Dear Friends,

Since the outbreak started, we have ensu-
red the safe return of more than 25 thou-
sand Turkish citizens from 64 countries to 
Turkey. We have also facilitated evacuati-
on flights for your citizens in Turkey and 
we continue to do so. While the measures 
are in effect, we have decided not to enfor-
ce any criminal procedure for foreigners 
in Turkey who violate visa and residence 
permit requirements. By the same token, I 
believe that you will also facilitate the eva-
cuation of Turkish citizens.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We will certainly win the war against the 
coronavirus with the help of Allah. We will 
then face the reality of a new world. The-
refore, we must also prepare for the post-
pandemic world while continuing our 
struggle against the virus. Under the emer-
ging circumstances, we must adopt a holis-
tic approach in all areas including coope-
ration in healthcare, trade, economy and 
social psychology, and take necessary steps 
as quickly as possible by identifying areas 
of cooperation. In this regard, I propose es-
tablishing a new mechanism for coordina-
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tion and cooperation between our national 
crisis centers in order to solve problems 
during the pandemic, share knowledge 
and experience, and develop strategies for 
the post-pandemic world. Taking such an 
action will further promote the internati-
onal visibility of our Council and increase 
its regional and global influence.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
remind all of us the following advice from 

Kutadgu Bilig: “There is a fall to every rise 
and a rise to every fall, all lights will fade 
away and all that rises will stop.” Indeed, as 
Yusuf Has Hacip said, these troubled times 
will hopefully end soon and there will be 
brighter and more peaceful days ahead of 
us. May Allah be with us and help us.

I hope that our meeting will yield auspici-
ous results. Greetings to the Turkic world 
from Turkey. All the best.

Islamic Economics is the key to 
overcoming the crisis

International Conference on Islamic Economics and Finance (ICIEF)
Istanbul, video conference | June 14, 2020

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Esteemed Professors, Distinguished Parti-
cipants,

I greet you with my deepest regards.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa ba-
rakatuh 

I would like to thank everyone who contri-
buted to the organization of the 12th Inter-
national Conference on Islamic Economics 
and Finance. I pray to Allah that the confe-
rence will yield auspicious results for our 
country, region, the world and humanity. 
At the outset, I would like to extend my 
gratitude to Turkish and foreign scholars 
participating in the conference and the 
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representatives of the industry for their 
contributions.

The 12th edition of the conference, 
which was first organized in Makkah Al-
Mukarramah in 1976, takes place under 
the presidency of Istanbul Sabahattin 
Zaim University. The university is named 
after the great scholar and professor, Prof. 
Dr. Sabahattin Zaim, who created a great 
volume of groundbreaking work in the 
field of Islamic economics and finance. I 
pay homage to the late Professor Sabahat-
tin Zaim who dedicated his life to scho-
larly work, charity and educating people. 

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to remember Prof. Dr. Sabri Orman who 
sadly passed away on Thursday. May Al-
lah bless his soul. Just like his master the 
late Sabahattin Zaim, Professor Sabri Or-
man was also a distinguished person re-
nowned for his valuable works on Islamic 
economics. He contributed a great deal to 
making this university one of the leading 
institutions in Turkey in the field of Isla-
mic economics. 

It is important to protect the scholarly he-
ritage of these two professors, whose inf-
luence will always be felt with the books 
they wrote and the students they educa-
ted. I see the 12th International Conferen-
ce on Islamic Economics and Finance as a 
valuable step in this direction.

We are already witnessing the 
aftershocks of the pandemic 

My Brothers,

With the coronavirus pandemic, we have 
entered a new era where radical changes 
will take place across the world. Although 
the pandemic is primarily about health, its 
consequences have an impact on almost 
every aspect of our lives. We have already 
started to see the aftershocks of the pande-
mic in many areas including in the labor 
market, in trade, personal relations, public 
safety and more. Racism as well as injusti-
ces brought to light with the pandemic lie 
at the heart of the protests taking place in 
some of the Western countries. In this pro-
cess, we have seen that some of the most 
prosperous countries have had difficulty 
providing masks and basic healthcare ser-
vices to their citizens. We witnessed sha-
meful scenes where people without health 
insurance were left to die. Images from 
care homes have shocked us all deeply and 
aggravated our concerns for the future and 
for humanity. It has become painfully ap-
parent that wealth alone is not enough to 
ensure social justice and equality.

It would be wrong to attribute the loss 
of almost 450 thousand lives worldwide 
only to Covid-19. Unfortunately, systems 
in many countries around the world are 
based on the protection of the powerful, 
not the weak; the rich, not the poor; and a 
handful minority, not the majority. People 
benefit from services in proportion to their 
wealth, power and financial means. People 

who are marginalized in society and who 
lack economic power are left to their fate 
in such crisis situations.

Praise be to Allah; Turkey has been one of 
the countries that survived the pandemic 
with the least damage. Turkey successfully 
met this challenge with a strong healthcare 
infrastructure as well as with the compre-
hensive economic and social support pac-
kages we offer to our citizens. We did not 
leave anyone unprotected regardless of 
their income bracket. We provided medical 
aid to 125 countries around the world in 
addition to meeting the needs of our own 
people. In line with the recommendation 
of “Hayrün-nâs men yenfeun-nâs”, “Whoe-
ver helps other people is the most benefici-
al of all people”, we offered our support to 
all mankind without any discrimination.

In this process, we mobilized our own re-
sources instead of borrowing from interna-
tional institutions. We developed a coope-
ration model based on a win-win approach 
by arranging clearing agreements with the 
Central Banks of the countries that we have 
extensive trade relations with. As a result, 
we were able to provide much needed liqu-
idity in our economy without compromi-
sing our financial independence or forcing 
Turkey into tutelage. 

The 4.5% growth rate for the first quarter 
of 2020, which was announced only re-
cently, shows that Turkey is on a better tra-
jectory than other countries not only in the 
healthcare sector but also in the economy. 
Likewise, we have also achieved a positive 

momentum in our employment figures. 
We expect positive results for this year 
despite the partial decline recorded in the 
second quarter due to the measures taken 
during the pandemic. 

We do not take into account the forecasts 
of credit rating agencies that have lost the-
ir objectivity and credibility. We will di-
sappoint those scaremongers once again. 
As a matter of fact, production, trade and 
tourism are beginning to pick up with the 
start of the normalization period. Turkey’s 
success in managing the pandemic has 
further increased the attention paid to our 
country. We are planning to translate this 
attention into an opportunity and come 
out even stronger at the end of this pande-
mic.

Dear Guests,

For a long time now, Turkey has been exp-
ressing the need for restructuring the glo-
bal system based on justice and compassi-
on. It is impossible for the current global 
economic architecture, which is built upon 
ambition, dominance, profit and interest 
to protect human beings and the environ-
ment. I believe that the following confes-
sion by a Western professor of economics 
is crucial in terms of understanding the 
nature of the current system. “We got we-
althy because other continents and count-
ries became desolate for us. People died for 
us.” 

Indeed… People starving to death despite 
all the wealth in the world and the eco-
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nomic crises that take place every decade 
clearly indicate the need for restructuring 
on a global level. The global financial cri-
sis in 2008 disclosed the dilemmas of an 
economic system built solely on interests 
and the ambition to win no matter what 
the consequences may be. The financial 
system, which is supposed to contribute 
to production and welfare, now dominates 
all economic activity. An economic system 
where the financial sector should support 
production and trade has been replaced 
by an unreliable and unsustainable struc-
ture in which all other sectors support the 
financial sector. Excessive financializati-
on has created an obese economic model 
that is concerned only with profit, witho-
ut considering the human and social cost. 
Contrary to what is promised, income and 
wealth distribution has gradually deterio-
rated around the world with the gaps bet-
ween countries growing even wider.

We aim to make Istanbul the 
center of Islamic finance and 
economy

Any crisis in the financial sector rapidly 
spreads to the real sector and creates an 
army of unemployed people. The alterna-
tive to this skewed system is the Islamic 
economic and financial model that puts 
human beings to the center, glorifies labor 
and prohibits unfair profit. Islamic econo-
mics, with a humane, ethical and environ-
mental character that rejects interest and 
exploitation, is the key to overcoming the 
crisis. In the future, I believe that the cur-

rent economic system based on interest 
and exploitation will be replaced by parti-
cipation, which promotes risk sharing. In 
fact, we see that Islamic finance tools are 
becoming more popular across the globe 
thanks to the developments in technology 
and fintech. Furthermore, Islamic financi-
al institutions working with a profit-loss 
partnership model meet the needs for 
hundreds of millions of people who do not 
want to deal with interest. These instituti-
ons have successfully overcome the econo-
mic shocks in recent years and attracted 
the attention of large masses.

According to the United Nations Conferen-
ce on Trade and Development, the total an-
nual investment needed in developing co-
untries is about 3.9 trillion dollars. There is 
a big gap in achieving this target since the 
current level of investment is only about 
2.5 trillion dollars. Institutions in partici-
pation finance can take initiative and play 
a leading role in addressing this gap. The 
use of products such as “sukuk” should be 
expanded in order to finance long-term 
mega infrastructure investments. 

There is no doubt that academics and uni-
versities as well as politicians need to take 
on important duties to realize these aims. 
I believe that when we all fulfill these res-
ponsibilities, new windows of opportunity 
will open in front of us.

My Dear Friends, 

Turkey has taken important steps in the 
last 18 years to integrate alternative mo-

dels based on participation partnership to 
our financial systems. The share of Islamic 
financial institutions in the Turkish ban-
king industry increased from less than 2% 
in 2002 to 6.3%, which is a threefold incre-
ase. Studies show that participation finan-
ce has the potential to reach 20% in our 
country. God willing, we aim to reach this 
level by 2025. The number of partnerships 
based on participation has increased to 6 
through the facilitation of our state. The 
asset size of participation finance institu-
tions increased from 10 billion TL in 2005 
to 319 billion TL as of March 2020. We also 
enabled the establishment of participation 
companies under public ownership to de-
velop an interest-free system. We launched 
the first public participation initiative with 
Ziraat Katılım in 2015. We then added Va-
kıf Katılım and Türkiye Emlak Katılım to 
the system. Furthermore, we have made 

significant progress in capital markets and 
insurance in recent years. 

Turkish treasury began to issue “Sukuk”. 
We worked hard to remove obstacles to 
participation partnerships during our pre-
sidency of the G-20 and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation. We aim to make 
Istanbul, which is located at the crossroads 
of different continents and cultures, the 
center of Islamic finance and economics. 

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, I 
hope that the 12th International Conferen-
ce on Islamic Economics and Finance will 
be beneficial. I congratulate everyone who 
contributed to the organization of the con-
ference. 

I greet you with my warmest regards. May 
Allah guide your efforts. All the best.




