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In the elections on August 10, 2014, the public directly elected the Presi-
dent for the first time, making this day one of the most important turn-
ing points in the political history of our Republic. Due in large part to 
the coups d’état in our country, the Office of the President, instead of 

exercising the broad powers granted to it in the Constitution, was relegated al-
most to the position of caretaker for a tutelage regime. The election on August 
10 was the first time since 2007 that the constitutional amendment stipulating 
the election of the President by popular vote was put into effect, thereby mak-
ing the President truly the one who Presides over the People.

Those who viewed the Office of the President - and the Çankaya Palace which 
had become synonymous with the Presidency - as the defender of their elitist 
regimes instead of a position representing the people’s will were extremely up-
set by the change that occurred in 2014. When the complex in Beştepe where 
construction began when I was Prime Minister was passed on to the Office of 
the President, they were even more upset. Massive smear campaigns were initi-
ated about the Beştepe Complex in order to damage the reputation of the Office 
of the President.

However, I have always tried to fulfill my promise to my people. I promised that 
when elected as President, I would “be different, work hard, be busy and fight 
the good fight”. On issues that concerned my country and my people, I took the 
initiative and led the way by explaining my views to the public, conveying my 
recommendations to the government and sending messages to the entire world. 

During this time, I maintained close ties with the people by visiting provinces 
at every opportunity and participating in opening ceremonies and official vis-
its. I took part in programs organized by public bodies and institutions, civil 
society organizations and the private sector. I did not stop there; I had the op-
portunity to converse and consult with people from every walk of life on na-
tional and international matters by hosting them at the Presidential Complex 
in Beştepe on various occasions. I also defended the interests of my country 
and people in the international arena on my foreign trips.

On July 15, terrorists who were members of the treacherous Fethullah Gülen 
Terrorist Organization (FETÖ) attempted a coup. Their most important targets 
were the Presidential Complex and my person because the Office of the Presi-
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dent truly represents the people and the country. That is why our people con-
structed a wall of flesh around the Presidential Complex to protect it during 
the democracy watch that lasted for 29 days.

The July 15 coup attempt clearly demonstrated that Turkey can no longer be 
governed with the current system of government. The political establishment 
lent an ear to the calls for change by our nation and initiated the process that 
culminated in the referendum that was held on April 16, 2017. In accordance 
with the constitutional amendments approved by our nation, the new system 
of government in Turkey was foreseen to come into force with an election in 
November 2019. However, the opposition called for early elections. As a re-
sult, early elections on June 24, 2018 marks the entry into force of the new 
system of government in Turkey. 

This book includes some of the speeches I made as President from August 2014 
to June 2018. It is one of four books in the series which we called “Turkey: A 
New Vision”. The first book is called “People’s House” and contains speeches I 
delivered during the events at the Beştepe Presidential Complex. The second 
book is called “Towards 2023” and includes speeches at domestic events. The 
third book contains speeches I made at home and abroad about foreign pol-
icy and is called “The World is Bigger than 5”. The fourth book titled “On the 
Path Towards Renewal” consists of my speeches during party events after my 
election as the Chairman of AK Party.

I believe that these books about “Turkey: A New Vision” that include People’s 
House, Towards 2023, The World is Bigger than 5 and On the Path Towards 
Renewal will provide valuable historical insight; they will be a lasting source 
for politicians and scholars since they include our analysis of an extremely 
important period of time for Turkey.

         Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN  
              President
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The presidential elections held on August 10, 2014 is one of the significant 
turning points in our political history during the Republic era. In this elec-
tion, the President who represents the highest office of the state was elected 
directly by the people for the first time. A new era began in Turkey after 
this election which made the President truly the one who “Presides over 
the People”. This era is defined by the strong link between the state and the 
people where the preferences and values of the people play a determining 
role in state administration. 

As a President who was elected with 52 percent of the votes, I have been 
working from the first day I took office to fulfill the promises I made to our 
people. Inspired by the compass metaphor from Rumi, we firmly planted 
one foot in Turkey while visiting the world with the other one in order to 
pursue the policies of our country and people at the highest level. We never 
shied away from speaking the truth on matters that concern my people, my 
country, my brothers and those who are oppressed and who suffer around 
the world. Instead of the formerly passive and one- dimensional under-
standing of foreign policy, we engaged in active diplomacy by prioritizing 
the interests of our people and country, and by raising our voice against 
injustice. Our understanding of foreign policy based on peace, justice and 
values was not rhetorical; it manifested itself in many regions including in 
Syria, Palestine, Iraq, Somalia, the Balkans and Central Asia. As a result of 
our efforts, Turkey is now providing the highest amount of humanitarian 
aid in the world as a ratio of its gross national product. At a time when the 
most developed countries in the world closed their doors to the oppressed 
who are fleeing war, hunger and terrorism, our country has been hosting 
3 million refugees from Syria and Iraq for the last 6 years without making 
any discrimination based on ethnic origin, language or religion.

Introduction
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These developments took place at a time of major changes in the interna-

tional system due to shifting political, economic and sociocultural fault 

lines. While the effects of the 2008 global economic crisis still linger, pover-

ty, income inequality and competition over energy resources are also grow-

ing. The policies of intimidation and violence employed by the regimes in 

Syria, Egypt, Iraq and many other countries towards their people cause 

serious destruction and social unrest. In addition, oppression and otheri-

zation policies provide fertile ground for terrorist organizations. As a re-

sult, we see terrorist organizations such as Daesh and Al-Qaeda extending 

their global reach to cover broader geographies, thereby threatening man-

kind as a whole. Turkey has to face the consequences of regional instabili-

ties as well as the threats emanating from various terrorist organizations.

In addition to the separatist terrorist organization which we have been 

fighting against for more than 30 years, we now find ourselves confronted 

with Daesh and YPG terrorist organizations as a result of the civil war 

and subsequent collapse of state administration in Syria. Currently, the 

most important threat of terrorism against our country originates from 

Syria due to the developments in that country. Since 2011, hundreds of 

thousands of innocent people have been massacred by a regime in Syria 

that perpetrates state terrorism against its own citizens by using ballistic 

missiles, chemical weapons and barrel bombs. More than 13 million peo-

ple had to leave their homes to flee this oppression and violence. Similar 

waves of migration are also the case from Iraq which has been embattling 

instability and conflict for many years. On the other hand, the Palestinian 

issue which remains a bleeding wound in the heart of the Islamic world 

for half a century is the root cause of the tensions and crises in the region. 

This fire in the Islamic geography is spreading by engulfing other countries 

such as Yemen, Libya, Egypt and Somalia.
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This Scale Cannot Bear This Weight

While these images showing the blood of innocent people being spilled tor-
ment us every day, the international system and the international organi-
zations do nothing other than simply watch these developments. The Unit-
ed Nations which should be the first place to devise solutions to crises is 
unfortunately unable to effectively deal with such instability, terror and 
waves of migration. The United Nations defines itself as “an internation-
al organization aiming to provide justice and security, economic develop-
ment and social equality between all nations and countries” in its Charter 
but falls short of fulfilling this objective.

The inability of the United Nations to take action in face of conflict, mi-
gration and oppression in the Islamic geography in general and in Syria 
and Iraq in particular raise questions about the United Nations and, more 
specifically, the Security Council. In fact, this indifference is not the case 
only today; the position of the United Nations regarding various problems 
such as the Palestinian issue with a history of 50 years has always been 
criticized. The indifference of the United Nations to the massacres during 
the Bosnian War in the 1990s and its inability to prevent massacres in 
Rwanda go down in history as shameful illustrations of its incapacity. To-
day, we can further enumerate these examples. 

The events in Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Ukraine show that the existing in-
ternational structure is not capable of achieving justice and finding solu-
tions. This assessment is shared by many countries in the world. We, as 
Turkey, believe that the current system must change to respond to current 
needs. For this purpose, we are engaged in an effort for the establishment 
of a more effective structure that will contribute to global peace, order 
and stability. To ensure a fairer representation, we demand fundamental 
changes with respect to the structure of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil which has the power to impose sanctions. 
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 “The League of Nations” which was established after World War I could 
not fulfill its duties and remained simply a bystander to the process that 
led to World War II; in the same way, maintaining the current makeup of 
the United Nations Security Council may lead to new suffering and major 
destruction.

It is impossible for the Security Council to fulfill its founding objectives 
without a restructuring that takes into consideration current circumstanc-
es. This is necessary because the Security Council with its existing struc-
ture does not serve global peace and justice, but rather the politics of the 5 
permanent members. There is no possibility for a decision to be approved 
unless all 5 permanent members agree to it. The permanent members of the 
Security Council represent the Asian, European and American continents 
only. From a religious point of view, it is predominantly Christian. The 
other important religious groups such as Muslims and Buddhists are un-
fortunately not represented at the Security Council. The Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation with 56 members making up one third of the world’s 
population has, unfortunately, no weight in this important mechanism. 
In terms of origin, some of the leading races in the world such as Arabs, 
Turks, Indians, Indonesians and Africans are not represented at the Se-
curity Council at all. The non-permanent members who are elected for a 
period of two years have no say in the decisions of the Security Council.  

It is clear that the Security Council can make greater contributions to 
world peace and security if all states, not just a few, are represented and 
have a say in its decisions. United Nations reform and the re-composition 
of the United Nations Security Council will, no doubt, be possible based on 
an agreement of all countries in the world. As Turkey, we have been voic-
ing our proposals in this regard for some time and asking other countries 
to discuss this issue. Our proposal regarding changes to the structure of 
the United Nations Security Council is expressed as “The World is Bigger 
than 5”. This proposal aims at ensuring that the structure of the Securi-
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ty Council represents the continents, faiths, origins and cultures as fairly 
as possible. We foresee the number of permanent members of the Security 
Council as 20 instead of 5 with due consideration given to the distribution 
between continents, faiths, origins and other factors. A rotation of the 20 
countries in the Security Council may be considered. This will ensure the 
participation of all countries in the world in this important decision-mak-
ing mechanism. Ensuring decision-taking by qualified majority without 
granting any veto powers shall prevent any single country from blocking 
the whole system.

We are also aware that this criticism and the proposal by Turkey bother 
some countries that are in favor of the status quo. These circles do not wish 
to change the balance that was established after World War I and trans-
formed into its current form after World War II. Despite the major changes 
in the lives of people and societies and the shifting balance of power in the 
70 years since then, these circles still want to preserve this old and outdat-
ed structure for their own interests. However, this system is the underlying 
cause for many of the current disputes, clashes and tensions in the world 
today. Resisting the undeniable need for change casts a dark shadow not 
only over the present day, but also our future.

We must remember that the legitimacy of an international system that 
is incapable of preventing political conflicts and social and economic cri-
ses will eventually be questioned. In fact, the lack of trust in people’s con-
science with respect to the United Nations and other international organ-
izations undermines the expectations for justice and discourages millions 
of people. This lack of trust has become one of the fundamental sources of 
international terrorism that we face today. The double standard against 
the oppressed and the indifference to the massacre of children provide ox-
ygen to terrorism around the world. Without justice, it is only natural to 
see insidious terrorist organizations flourish.
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As Turkey, we take every opportunity to express this sad truth as plain-
ly as we can. We try to fulfill our duties for mankind not only by point-
ing out to the discrepancies in the system and asking for change, but also 
by providing humanitarian assistance. We provided more than 5 billion 
dollars in international humanitarian aid and development aid in 2015. 
Turkey is among the greatest contributors to many organizations such as 
the United Nations, World Food Program and the Development Fund. Our 
organizations such as the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA), Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) and the 
Red Crescent are able to conduct humanitarian aid missions around the 
globe. We conduct such efforts in an inclusive manner without making any 
discrimination based on the religion, identity or origin of those in need. We 
expect international organizations to act with the same understanding. 
We will maintain our firm and principled stance in order to find sustaina-
ble solutions to the problems facing mankind. In this framework, we shall 
continue to strongly express our call for reforming the United Nations and 
the Security Council, particularly for the purpose of creating a more inclu-
sive and effective structure.

A majority of the countries under the United Nations roof now share our 
view with respect to “The World is Bigger than 5”. We believe that being 
the voice and conscience of mankind will not cause harm to Turkey; on the 
contrary, it will add to our power and reputation. We are determined to 
proceed on this path in the future.
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Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Distinguished Guests, 

I would like to start by greeting you with 
respect and affection. I am very pleased to 
see you on the occasion of the B20 Summit 
which brings together the business repre-
sentatives of the G20. I think it is extreme-
ly important to hear the opinions of the 
business community before the Leaders 
Summit.

Two factors lie behind Turkey’s economic 
growth in recent years. The first is politi-
cal stability which provided a predictable 
basis for the economy. The second factor is 
the fact that the public and private sectors 
have been working together hand in hand 
and in cooperation.

In fact, the state’s basic function in the 
management of the economy should in-
clude these two factors. We are sometimes 

July 15 Had Limited 
Repercussions On Our Economy 

B20 Summit Inclusive and Interconnected Development Panel 
Hangzhou, China | September 4, 2016 
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faced with attacks against both of these 
functions of the state. The most recent 
example occurred on July 15. Hiding be-
hind the veil of education, aid and dialog, 
the Fethullah Gülen Terrorist Organiza-
tion attempted a heinous coup on July 15, 
2016. This organization had made a simi-
lar attempt on December 17-25, 2013 with 
their members in the police force and the 
judiciary. On July 15, they mobilized their 
militants in the Turkish Armed Forces. The 
coup attempt which failed thanks to our 
nation’s determined resistance proved the 
resilience of the Turkish economy as well 
as Turkish democracy. In fact, the coup at-
tempt had very limited repercussions on 
the economy.

The government and its relevant institu-
tions immediately took necessary steps to 
reverse the unfavorable conditions which 
arose in the financial markets immediately 
after the coup attempt. Our nation helped 
the economy on the day following the coup 
attempt by selling, rather than buying, for-
eign currency. We used all channels to in-
form international investors that the state 
was taking necessary measures through its 
relevant institutions and that the markets 
would continue to function normally.

The fact that the impact of July 15 was very 
limited proves the power of the Turkish 
economy and its resilience against crises. 
As we continue to fight against the FETÖ 
terrorist organization, we also continue to 
implement structural economic reforms. 
Our aim is to ensure sustainable, balanced 
and inclusive growth in order to make Tur-
key a high-income country and increase its 
international competitive power.

I would like to reiterate our determination 
to reach our 2023 targets. We will definite-
ly reach our goals which include making 
Turkey one of the top 10 economies of the 
world and increasing our foreign trade vol-
ume to 1 trillion dollars, our national in-
come to 2 trillion dollars and our per capi-
ta income to 25 thousand dollars.  

We need to provide more support 
to women entrepreneurs 

Dear Businesspeople,

We put special emphasis on inclusiveness 
during our presidency last year. We are 
very pleased to see that the Chinese pres-
idency is maintaining the emphasis on in-
clusiveness. Inclusive growth means that 
all social groups can benefit from more 
welfare. We must focus especially on wom-
en and young people. Economic growth 
cannot be sustainable if women’s partici-
pation in and contribution to the economy 
are limited. It is very important to support 
women’s entrepreneurship and increase 
the participation of women in the work-
force.

We must continue to engage in efforts 
towards realizing the G20’s quantitative 
targets for women’s participation in the 
workforce. The Women 20 engagement 
group started its work during Turkey’s 
presidency. This engagement group should 
continue its work effectively. Likewise, it 
is vital to offer young people job opportu-
nities and to increase their contribution 
to the economy so that we can guarantee 
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our future. Meeting the quantitative target 
for youth unemployment that we set at the 
Antalya Summit will contribute to sustain-
able and inclusive growth.

Dear Guests,

Economic growth and development, the 
topic of this panel, happen in the context 
of globalization, a phenomenon which con-
nects all countries of the world. Therefore, 
the distinction between developed and de-
veloping countries is essentially an artifi-
cial one. For example, keeping Sub-Saharan 
Africa with a population of about 1 billion 
out of the global economic system cannot 
be an option. Such a scenario would have a 
negative impact on the stability of the glob-
al economy and all countries, regardless of 
whether they are developing or developed.

The private sector should 
contribute to sustainable 
development 

The G20, which brings together the world’s 
developed and emerging economies 
around the same table, should be able to 
set a vision for sustainable and inclusive 
growth. The business community plays a 
key role in this respect. The private sector 
should contribute to realizing the Sustain-
able Development Goals.

We added “inclusive business” in the G20 
development agenda last year. I am pleased 
to see that the Chinese presidency has kept 
this important topic on their agenda as 
well.

One of the most important contributions 
that the private sector can make is financ-
ing. We use the public-private partnership 
model for large infrastructure projects in 
Turkey. The most important advantage of 
this model is that it strikes an economical-
ly rational balance between the needs of 
the private and public sectors.

We know that there is a need for major 
infrastructure investments around the 
world, especially in developing countries. 
It is impossible to meet these needs with 
public funds alone. Such investments need 
the support of the private sector. SMEs play 
a key role in this respect as the engine of 
the economy in both developed and devel-
oping countries. I would like to underline 
the fact that supporting SMEs is vital in en-
suring sustainable and inclusive growth.

Distinguished Businesspeople,

The Hangzhou Summit is held in this city 
which hosts the headquarters of Alibaba, 
which has recently grown significantly. I 
think it is very meaningful that the head-
quarters of one of the most successful in-
novation companies is in this lovely and 
historical city. Supporting innovation is 
one of the means to ensure sustainable 
growth in the global economy. I would like 
to emphasize that innovation should be en-
couraged in an inclusive manner.

We must remember that innovation can be 
encouraged through technology transfer, 
as well as intellectual property. The most 
important secret of corporate success is 
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the ability to create team spirit; likewise, 
the secret to the success of globalization 
lies in everyone feeling part of the same 
team. In times of crisis, we all realize that 
we are on the same boat; we need to keep 
this fact in mind when we develop long-
term economic policies after crises.

Since Turkey takes this issue seriously, we 
insisted on making inclusiveness an insep-
arable part of the G20 agenda. To overcome 

the obstacles threatening global stability 
and the economy, we must be aware of the 
fact that we are part of a whole. As political 
leaders, we have a lot to learn from the rep-
resentatives of the business community. 
Therefore, I sincerely believe that the B20 
should continue to make even greater con-
tributions to the work of the G20.

I would like to end my remarks by saluting 
you once more. All the best.
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Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Secretary General, Distinguished Heads of 
State and Government, Distinguished Del-
egates,

I would like to greet you on behalf of my-
self, my country and my nation.

I wish success to the 71st Session of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
and hope that it yields beneficial results 
for all countries and peoples. I would like 
to congratulate Mr. Peter Thomson who 
has taken over the presidency and thank 
Mr. Mogens Lykketoft for his work during 

The United Nations Cannot 
Ensure Justice Around 

The World With Its Current 
Structure

71st Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
New York, USA | September 20, 2016
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his term. I would also like to thank Mr. Ban 
Ki-moon, who will soon complete a decade 
full of global challenges, for his invaluable 
contributions.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,  

Humanity is experiencing a historic peak 
in science, technology, economic devel-
opment and health conditions in the first 
quarter of the 21st century. However, this 
brilliant picture also has a dark, shameful 
side to it. Hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren, women, young people and old people 
continue to die in Syria, Iraq and many oth-
er countries; they suffer in the grip of death 
and persecution. Refugees fleeing death 
and persecution receive degrading treat-
ment in European cities. Terrorist organi-
zations such as Daesh, Al-Nusra and PYD/
YPG carry on with their activities in this 
region. The disputes in the Caucasus run 
the risk of turning into hot conflicts. There 
are many problems waiting for solutions in 
places ranging from Yemen to Ukraine.

Meanwhile, people in many countries have 
to deal with famine, epidemics, poverty 
and ignorance. This is a disgraceful situa-
tion hurting humanity’s dignity and con-
science. Sadly, many of these crises and 
problems can in fact be solved easily. The 
peace, welfare and safety of future gen-
erations depend largely on the measures 
that we will take today. It is time to show 
leadership with an awareness of our moral 
responsibilities and to solve our problems 
with determination.

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates,

Today, terrorist organizations use a wide 
variety of methods. On July 15, Turkey 
faced a heinous coup attempt by the Fethul-
lah Gülen Terrorist Organization, shortly 
known as FETÖ. This terrorist organiza-
tion martyred 241 citizens and wounded 2 
thousand 194 citizens. It used fighter jets 
to bomb the Parliament, the Presidential 
Complex and the police force. Their tanks 
roamed the streets to run over people; they 
used helicopters and military vehicles to 
shoot civilians.

The coup attempt was defeated thanks to 
our people who bravely protected our de-
mocracy, government, freedom, future 
and constitutional order. I am proud of 
my nation for protecting democracy. I am 
proud of my nation for keeping democracy 
watches through the night for 29 days. I am 
proud of my nation for defeating the hei-
nous coup attempt by lying down in front 
of tanks and putting their lives in danger. 
I am able to speak before you today thanks 
to my nation’s brave and noble behavior. 

The July 15 coup was against 
democracy in the world 

We should keep in mind the fact that the 
coup attempt against Turkey was also 
against democracy in the world. Our na-
tion taught a historic lesson to the putsch-
ists and also became a source of inspiration 
for all peoples who believe in democracy. 
This “new generation terrorist organiza-
tion” is a threat against the national securi-
ty of not only Turkey but also of all the 170 
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countries where it is active. In other words, 
a significant majority of the countries rep-
resented in the General Assembly are un-
der threat from this organization. 

This organization is so intellectually de-
generate that it wants to control not only 
Turkey but the whole world. Its basic strat-
egy is to shroud itself with the cloak of ed-
ucation, dialog, tolerance and non-govern-
mental organizations in order to infiltrate 
public institutions, influence society and 
dominate economic resources.

I would like to call on all of our friends to 
urgently take necessary measures against 
the Fethullah Gülen Terrorist Organiza-
tion for their own security. Our experience 
shows that if you do not fight against FETÖ 
today, tomorrow may be too late. I would 
like to emphasize that this organization’s 
entities and followers use words such as 
“Turkey” and “Turkish”; in fact, they have 
nothing to do with our country.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,

We are approaching the sixth year of the 
humanitarian crisis in Syria. So far, ap-
proximately 600 thousand people lost 
their lives in this war where 12 million peo-
ple were displaced, 5 million of whom took 
refuge in other countries.

There are 2.7 million Syrians only in Tur-
key. We do not ask our brothers and sisters 
“why they came to Turkey”. We have never 
closed our doors on aggrieved people. We 

fulfilled our human and conscientious re-
sponsibility to people fleeing bombs, barrel 
bombs. We will continue to help them. The 
world and the West may close its doors on 
Syrians victims, but we will never close our 
doors. Why? Because we are all human be-
ings. We must keep our doors open to hu-
manity in the face of such a catastrophe.

I know that the international community 
has been listening to these figures indif-
ferently and without reaction for a long 
time. In fact, each figure corresponds to a 
person. The people of Syria are perishing in 
the claws of proxy wars shaped by a cruel 
government, merciless terrorist organiza-
tions, and global and regional hostility.

Unfortunately, the international commu-
nity has failed the test for humanitarian 
values and conscience. The documented 
amount of money we spent for Syrian refu-
gees until now has totaled 12.5 billion dol-
lars. Non-governmental organizations and 
municipalities spent as much as we did. So, 
the overall spending amounts to approx-
imately 25 billion dollars. And how much 
did the world send us? The support sent 
by the United Nations, under whose roof 
I now stand, is only 525 million dollars. 
Did the European Union send aid? Unfor-
tunately, the European Union did not keep 
its promise either. We received 178 million 
dollars through UNICEF. We do not spend 
these small amounts of aid on Turkey, we 
spend them on refugees.

We have been careful to act in communi-
cation and cooperation with regional and 
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global actors since the beginning in the be-
lief that this is humanity’s common prob-
lem. We could not have remained silent 
in the face of the catastrophe our Syrian 
neighbors and relatives are living through; 
we did not and will not remain silent. We 
embraced approximately 3 million Syrians 
who took refuge in Turkey without any eth-
nic, sectarian or religious discrimination. 
We will continue to support the people we 
are hosting in tent and container cities. 

The European Union should keep 
its promise 

Those who promised to make contribu-
tions to Turkey, especially the European 
Union, have still not kept their promise. 
We are waiting for these promises to be 
kept. The United Nations should also keep 
its promise. The 71st Session of the United 
Nations is vital in making this voice heard 
throughout the world. The international 
community’s contribution to the Syrian 
victims should not be only 525 million dol-
lars.

I would like to address the international 
community and my European friends who 
see Syrian refugees as a vital threat against 
them: it is futile to try to find peace behind 
barbed wire and high walls.

We cannot prevent irregular migration, so-
cial problems and security risks unless we 
urgently find solutions to problems such as 
education, employment and housing that 
the Syrian refugees are facing. The root 

cause of the problems lies in Syria and we 
cannot lose any more time to put an end 
to the atmosphere of conflict, terror and 
persecution and find a political solution in 
Syria.

Dear Friends,

Turkey takes the territorial integrity and 
political unity of Syria more seriously than 
any other country. We have never had our 
eyes on Syrian territory. Syria belongs to 
Syrians. No one should have their eyes on 
Syrian territory.

The Operation Euphrates Shield, which 
started with our support to the Syrian 
opposition, is of critical importance to 
re-establish stability, peace and balance 
in a region marked by hopelessness. This 
operation has clearly shown that fighting 
against Daesh is not a priority for the PKK/
PYD terrorist organization. This operation 
boosted the confidence of the moderate op-
position in Syria. In fact, it also encouraged 
local forces in Iraq who want to rid them-
selves of Daesh terror. 

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilom-
eters long. We are under threat, but we 
have always been patient. As you know, 
they used a 14-year-old suicide bomber at 
a wedding ceremony in Gaziantep on Au-
gust 24. We lost 56 citizens and approx-
imately 100 people were wounded. This 
incident was the last straw. Turkey could 
not have remained patient any longer. We 
went into Jarabulus with the moderate op-
position in Syria and intervened. We then 
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defeated Daesh in Al-Rai. As a result, the 
people of Jarabulus settled in Jarabulus, 
those of Al-Rai settled in Al-Rai. The region 
from Azaz to the Euphrates is no longer a 
terror corridor.

The objective of the operation was to set 
up this safe zone. The people of Jarabulus 
whom we saved from terrorist organiza-
tions started to go back to their homes in 
safety and peace. We then started working 
on repairing the region’s electricity and 
water infrastructure. The Red Crescent, 
AFAD and non-governmental organiza-
tions meet the local people’s needs locally. 
We also plan to build settlement areas with 
all necessary social facilities to benefit the 
refugees who had to leave the country. We 
must be determined and work together to 
ensure that the areas we have secured are 
declared “no-fly zones”.

In addition, the Syrian regime does not al-
low aid under United Nations supervision 
to reach the people of Aleppo who are in 
urgent need of humanitarian aid. How 
much longer will the United Nations and 
the Security Council tolerate the Syrian 
regime’s “surrender or die” policy which 
forces people to famine?

Turkey ranks in first place in 
humanitarian aid 

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates,

It looks like it will not be easy to estab-
lish an ideal political system to preserve 

the ethnic and sectarian diversity which 
is Iraq’s biggest strength. Therefore, the 
Mosul Operation should be carried out by 
taking into consideration the sensitivities 
of the people in the region. Otherwise, a 
new humanitarian crisis which can cause 
new problems in the region and turn more 
than one million people into refugees will 
be inevitable. We should not leave the Iraqi 
people alone at this critical time when they 
need the full support of the international 
community.

The international community owes Pales-
tinian children the opportunity to live in 
free Palestine based on a two-state solu-
tion, with East Jerusalem as its capital. In 
particular, Israel should respect the sanc-
tity of Haram al-Sharif and put an end to 
the violations against its status. We will 
try to benefit from our relations with Isra-
el, which are normalized, to facilitate the 
peace process and to overcome the eco-
nomic and humanitarian difficulties our 
Palestinian brothers and sisters are facing. 
We are continuing our work on delivering 
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

I would like to talk about an important 
topic: Turkey hosted the World Humani-
tarian Summit for the first time in history 
last May. We believe that the summit is an 
important opportunity to find new ways to 
effectively intervene in crises.

Let me be clear about one point: top three 
countries providing aid to the least de-
veloped countries are the United States, 
the United Kingdom and Turkey. Turkey 
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is ranked in first place in aid as a ratio of 
gross national product. As the country 
which hosts the highest number of refu-
gees, we do our best to prevent irregular 
migration.

On Turkey’s initiative, the General As-
sembly of the United Nations discussed 
Syrian refugees for the first time last year. 
Likewise, migration and terrorism were 
included in the G20 agenda upon Turkey’s 
initiative. We work in cooperation with the 
European Union on the refugee crisis. In an 
effort to prevent deaths in the Aegean Sea, 
we were able decrease the number of irreg-
ular migrants from 7 thousand per day in 
October 2015 to approximately 50 in re-
cent months. This shows that Turkey has 
successfully fulfilled its obligations within 
the framework of its agreement with the 
European Union. However, it saddens us 
to see that the European Union seems to 
have forgotten the promises it made with 
that agreement and keeps giving us flimsy 
excuses.

Distinguished President, Distinguished 
Delegates, 

The United Nations needs reform. We ap-
preciate the steps taken under the leader-
ship of Ban Ki-Moon to reform the United 
Nations and the efforts to make its peace-
keeping and peacebuilding activities more 
effective. However, these efforts clearly 
cannot reach their objectives unless the 
Security Council which is the main body 
for international peace and security is re-
formed. Therefore, I take every opportuni-

ty to remind the international community 
that “The world is bigger than 5”.

The world cannot be limited by 
what 5 countries want 

The United Nations Security Council, 
which was set up under the conditions of 
the World War, cannot remain the same 
under current circumstances. The whole 
world cannot be limited by what the five 
Security Council countries want. The Se-
curity Council with 5 permanent and 10 
non-permanent members cannot create 
peace. A United Nations Security Council 
without representation for all countries 
cannot establish justice.

3 members of the Security Council are 
from Europe, 1 from Asia and 1 from 
America. How about the other countries 
of the world? This needs to be taken into 
consideration. We suggest that the United 
Nations should have 20 permanent mem-
bers and that all countries should be repre-
sented in rotation. Global justice can only 
be ensured by such a system.

We must reach the most comprehensive 
consensus possible for a Security Council 
reform to make it more representative, 
democratic, equitable, transparent and 
effective. You are in trouble if you have to 
consider “what happens if you speak up”. 
This would not allow you to engage in pol-
itics. A politician should have a backbone, 
speak up and stand for what he believes in. 
Such an approach will give the world the 
justice it needs.
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Islamophobia, which is another face of 
racism and xenophobia, is a very impor-
tant topic for Turkey which has millions of 
citizens living abroad. About a decade ago, 
the then Prime Minister of Spain and I led 
the Alliance of Civilizations Project which 
aims to find lasting solutions to such dan-
gerous trends that presently threaten us. 
Similarly, we are glad to see that there is 
now more interest in the Mediation for 
Peace initiative which we led with Finland 
under the umbrella of the United Nations 
in 2010.

The 2030 Sustainable Development Agen-
da contains ambitious and transformative 
goals for all of us. Official Development 
Assistance is the most important source 
to support the development efforts of the 

least developed countries in particular. 
Turkey’s Official Development Assistance 
reached 3.9 billion dollars in 2015. This 
corresponds to 0.54 percent of the GNP 
which is significantly above the OECD av-
erage and brings us very close to the Unit-
ed Nations target of 0.7 percent. Turkey ex-
ceeded its commitment to give 200 million 
dollars per year in assistance to the least 
developed countries and gave more than 
1.5 billion dollars in 5 years.

As I end my remarks, I hope that the 71st 
Session of the General Assembly will be 
a good beginning to end suffering and to 
change the world. I salute all United Na-
tions member states and peoples whole-
heartedly. All the best.
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Distinguished Secretary General, Distin-
guished Heads of State, Distinguished Del-
egates, 

I would like to greet you on behalf of my 
country and my nation.

On behalf of myself and my nation, I would 
like to thank the President of the United 
States Mr. Obama for organizing this sum-
mit at the peak of global refugee crisis.

Unfortunately, the number of refugees 
around the world breaks new records 
every year. Approximately 600 thousand 
people lost their lives in the civil war in 
Syria which has been going on for almost 
six years. 12 million people have been 
displaced and 5 million have had to leave 
their country. Turkey hosts approximately 
3 million Syrians who have left their coun-
try. Let us not forget that these numbers 

The Refugee Problem Cannot 
Be Solved Without Equitable 

Burden-Sharing

UN Leaders Summit on Refugees | New York, USA | September 20, 2016
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are about “people”. We cannot solve this 
problem swiftly unless we remember our 
own experiences and that of our friends in 
order to empathize with the tragedy of so 
many people.

I would like to comment on the tragedy 
that President Obama and the Secretary 
General just talked about because I believe 
there is benefit in drawing attention to this 
matter. I am sure you remember the tragic 
image of baby Aylan’s dead body washed 
ashore. You probably still remember Om-
ran, the little child who was taken to an am-
bulance after he was pulled out of the rub-
ble of his home bombarded in Aleppo and 
who innocently sat in the ambulance cov-
ered in dust and blood. I am sure you also 
recall how a refugee who had risked death 
to reach European countries was tripped as 
he was running towards hope while carry-
ing his child. These are just a few examples 
of the hundreds of thousands and millions 
of people I just talked about.

Unfortunately, the international commu-
nity failed this test miserably and did not 
uphold humanitarian and conscientious 
values. No one can remain innocent in a 
world where babies, women and civilians 
die and are killed. We know that the hu-
manitarian and moral destruction wors-
ens with every passing hour and day. We 
must act urgently and with determination 
to stop these crises; we are already running 
late. Otherwise, we will be unable to ex-
plain to future generations and to history 
why we were late in preventing such per-
secution even though we had the means to 
do so.

We do not want to condemn 
refugees to life in camps

Distinguished Friends,

As the representative of the country which 
hosts the highest number of refugees, I 
would like to share with you our opinions 
about what we need to do and what we 
should refrain from doing. Since the be-
ginning, Turkey has focused on people and 
kept its borders open to everyone fleeing 
persecution. We approach everyone with 
the same compassion regardless of their 
ethnicity, belief, sect or disposition. We try 
to meet all of the needs of approximately 3 
million Syrian and Iraqi refugees.

So far, we spent approximately 25 billion 
dollars on refugees, 12 billion dollars 
of which came from the central budget. 
Non-governmental organizations spent al-
most the same amount of money. However, 
the support we received from the whole 
world totals only 512 million dollars. We 
do not want to condemn refugees to life in 
camps. Currently only 300 thousand refu-
gees out of 3 million are hosted in tent and 
container cities; the others live in homes 
in different cities. We started to naturalize 
our Syrian brothers and sisters. In fact, this 
step creates a potential social problem and 
security risk for us, but we took this risk 
and do not regret it. 15 thousand Syrians 
completed their vocational training and 
are now employed.

Turkey has always emphasized the strong 
link between migration and development 
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and tried to put the refugee crisis at the top 
of the international agenda. We brought 
this issue up during our presidency of the 
G20 last year and at the G20 meeting last 
month. We also tried to raise awareness 
about it during our chairmanship of the 
Global Forum on Migration and Develop-
ment. The World Humanitarian Summit 
Turkey hosted last May for the first time 
was a historic meeting from this perspec-
tive. We will continue with such work in 
the future.

Distinguished Participants, 

There are approximately 835 thousand 
school age Syrian children in Turkey. We 
were able to put 310 thousand children in 
schools thanks to public means and civil 
society organizations. Our objective is to 
ensure that not even a single child is de-
prived of education. I would like to call on 
all countries and civil actors to contribute 
to our country’s efforts.

Another important issue is to give refugees 
the opportunity to live in other countries 
through resettlement programs. I hope 
that we will soon be able reach the reset-
tlement targets of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. While we pro-
tect the Syrians within our borders, we also 
take concrete steps to prevent irregular mi-
gration.

In the past year, we developed a significant 
cooperation framework with the European 
Union about the refugee crisis. We made 
mutual commitments with the under-
standing that we can overcome this prob-
lem by sharing the burden and responsi-
bilities. We were able decrease the daily 
irregular migration numbers from 7 thou-
sand in October 2015 to an average of 50 
in recent months thanks to the measures 
we took. This means that Turkey has suc-
cessfully fulfilled its commitments in the 
agreement with the European Union.

However, the European Union, unfortu-
nately, has not kept the promises it made in 
the agreement dated March 18, 2016. Tur-
key, which has been left on its own since 
the beginning of the Syrian crisis, is once 
more facing the same fate. We will solve 
this problem somehow or other. However, 
the international community and the Eu-
ropean Union in particular can never ac-
count for their inconsistency in the face of 
such a fundamental humanitarian crisis.

It is impossible to meet our goals in solv-
ing the refugee crisis without equitable 
burden-sharing. I hope that today’s sum-
mit will create a new level of awareness; I 
also hope that this summit will make new 
commitments and honor them. I salute all 
of you with respect.
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Distinguished Heads of State and Gov-
ernment, Esteemed Ministers, Esteemed 
Representatives of the Energy Community, 
Dear Guests, 

I would like to greet you with respect and 
affection. I would like to welcome you to 
our country and Istanbul, this beautiful 
city which brings together continents and 
civilizations.

It is a pleasure to host you on the occasion 
of this important and historic meeting. I 
hope that the 23rd World Energy Congress 
will be fruitful for our country and for hu-
manity.

I wish success to this congress which brings 
together the leading actors from interna-
tional organizations and the energy com-

We Are Fighting For Our Energy 
Security, As Well As That of 

The World

Opening Ceremony of the World Energy Congress 
Istanbul | October 10, 2016
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munity, as well as country representatives. 
I would like to congratulate the organizers.

Distinguished Guests, Dear Friends,

We hope to send the message of “Let’s 
Share for Peace” to the world in this con-
gress known as the world’s “Energy Olym-
pics”. Our aim is to make this congress a 
platform to exchange ideas about our vi-
sion and scenarios on energy and to turn 
energy into an instrument for peace and 
justice.

Access to energy in Africa, a topic that Tur-
key takes every opportunity to voice in all 
international platforms, will undoubtedly 
be an important agenda item in this con-
gress. We examined this topic in detail at 
the World Humanitarian Summit held in 
Istanbul in May. Turkey has a different 
perspective on the problems in Africa than 
most of the countries interested in this 
continent. First of all, I would like to re-em-
phasize the fact that our country’s and na-
tion’s history does not include the shame 
of colonialism. Today Turkey’s approach to 
Africa is not based on its natural resources, 
human resources or other interests.

Our primary aim is to rekindle the strong 
historical ties with Central and North Af-
rica based solely on humanitarian values. 
We are trying to embrace all of Africa as 
part of our efforts to extend a helping hand 
to all aggrieved and oppressed people in 
the world. Our work on this continent is 
based on the principle of “seizing Africa’s 
opportunities with Africans”. The expecta-

tion of the people on the continent is not 
exploitation based on hidden agendas, but 
the creation of “African solutions to Afri-
ca’s problems”.

With this principle in mind, we made “in-
clusive” growth one of the basic aims of the 
G20 during our presidency in 2015, in ad-
dition to “strong”, “sustainable” and “bal-
anced” growth. We believe that one of the 
most critical problems is the lack of access 
to energy in the continent.

We are working on diversifying 
our energy mix 

It is impossible to talk about development, 
investment, growth, health, nutrition and 
heating without solving the energy prob-
lem. Out of the 1.1 billion people deprived 
of energy around the world, 650 million 
live in Sub-Saharan Africa. While the 
North lives in wealth, the South has diffi-
culty meeting its basic needs. We focused 
our work in this region due to the urgen-
cy of the situation. The leaders approved 
the G20 Energy Access Action Plan during 
our presidency. I believe that this plan will 
ensure better coordination of the existing 
work on energy access.

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey is largely dependent on foreign en-
ergy sources. In addition, Turkey’s growth 
rate in the past 14 years in particular has 
been above the global average. As a result, 
our energy demand has been growing by 
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6-8 percent annually. We are working on 
ensuring the security of supply and diver-
sifying our energy mix to meet the demand 
for energy.

Turkey is located in a region which holds 
approximately two thirds of the world’s 
proven natural gas reserves, including the 
Middle East and the Caspian Basin. Turkey 
led very important projects to bring the re-
gion’s energy resources to global markets. 
Blue Stream, Iran and the Baku-Tbilisi-Er-
zurum natural gas pipelines and Intercon-
nector Turkey-Greece projects confirmed 
Turkey’s position on a global scale. We also 
commissioned the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil 
pipeline which ensures the flow of Caspian 
oil, especially Azeri oil, to Ceyhan.

We are constructing the Trans-Anatolian 
Natural Gas Pipeline TANAP which we de-
veloped with Azerbaijan as the backbone 
of the Southern Gas Corridor. TANAP and 
the Trans-Adriatic pipeline to which it will 
connect will take Azeri gas to European 
markets as well as Turkey. We are working 
hard to make Turkmen gas a part of this 
project.

We look favorably on Russia’s TurkStream 
Project which aims to transport gas that 
we currently get over the Balkans directly 
across the Black Sea. The second phase of 
this project will be developed according to 
the developments in the European natural 

gas markets. East Mediterranean gas is a 
new alternative in our efforts to diversify 
our resources. Studies show that Turkey is 
the most profitable and economical route 
for this gas.

We are an energy consumer and 
transit country 

We are on the eve of making new invest-
ments to make our country a hub for natu-
ral gas and energy. We will be taking very 
critical steps and making large investments 
in this area at the end of this year and in 
2017. They will bring us one step closer 
to becoming a reliable natural gas trading 
partner for the countries of the region.

Energy has three dimensions: supply, 
transportation and consumption. Turkey 
is not a supplier country. It is a transit 
country. We want to contribute to the secu-
rity of Europe’s natural gas supply. We aim 
to create the fourth natural gas corridor to 
Europe in addition to the Russian Federa-
tion, Algeria and Norway. When it is oper-
ational, TANAP will have created a new al-
ternative for natural gas supply to Europe. 
Interconnector Turkey-Greece was the first 
concrete step in this important project for 
Europe.

Nuclear energy is another important topic. 
Turkey and the Russian Federation signed 
an intergovernmental agreement for the 
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Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant in 2010. 
We also signed an agreement with Japan 
for the construction of the Sinop Nuclear 
Power Plant on the Black Sea shore. We are 
now working on the third nuclear power 
plant project because we need a lot of ener-
gy for advanced technology projects. Our 
objective is to generate approximately 10 
percent of our energy from nuclear sourc-
es in the years ahead.

Turkey is in a special and privileged posi-
tion in renewable energy. We are working 
to increase the share of solar, wind and hy-
droelectric energy in our energy basket to 
30 percent.

As you can see, Turkey has a significant in-
vestment potential in all aspects of energy. 
Therefore, I call on all energy companies 
to invest in Turkey. Those who believe and 
invest in Turkey have not regretted it and 
will not regret it.

Esteemed Guests,

Energy represents a very significant part 
of the global infrastructure investment 
needs. However, I believe that we need to 
pay attention to the possibility that the re-
cent drop in oil prices may have a negative 
impact on energy investments. Natural gas 
prices will probably follow this trend. In-
vestment decisions that are delayed today 
will inevitably have a negative impact on 

energy security in the future. We need to 
work in closer cooperation and coordina-
tion to prevent such a development. 

Likewise, it is vital to have close coopera-
tion between the public and private sec-
tors to finance global infrastructure in-
vestments, especially energy investments. 
I believe that we can combine the private 
sector’s dynamism with the public sector’s 
investment needs for a fruitful coopera-
tion. Making the necessary energy invest-
ments will have a very positive impact on 
global growth.

We must always remember that these pro-
jects and investments should be in line 
with sustainable development. Last year, 
we witnessed historic developments in this 
respect. We adopted Agenda 2030 in New 
York in September 2015 and the Paris Cli-
mate Agreement in December. This inter-
national platform created new cooperation 
opportunities in the fight against climate 
change as a global challenge. 

Let us try to stop the conflict in 
Syria

Esteemed Guests,

Rich hydrocarbon resources do not always 
ensure wealth, peace and a secure future. 
We have seen and continue to see many 
manifestations of this fact in the Middle 
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East, North and West Africa and Latin 
America. In fact, there are large parts of 
society in these regions which face serious 
problems in accessing basic human needs 
and energy in particular. Today the head of 
state of Venezuela and I talked about these 
issues in great detail. Our neighbors in the 
Middle East offer many striking examples 
of this fact.

I would like to call on the distinguished 
heads of state from around the world and 
distinguished participants: let us work 
hand in hand to bring peace to Syria, Iraq 
and the Middle East. A small child should 
be filled with hope as he looks at the ho-
rizon in Aleppo. However, when children 
look at the horizon in Aleppo, they see 
bombs from planes and helicopters which 
target them. A child looking at the horizon 
in Mosul should dream freely about the fu-
ture. However, when children look at the 
horizon in Mosul today, all they can do is 
to compare the sectarian threats against 
them before and after the persecution by 
Daesh.

Therefore, let us work together to stop the 
conflict in Syria and to ensure that hu-
manitarian aid reaches those in need un-
conditionally. Let us work together to rid 
Mosul of Daesh and sectarian pressures. 
Let us make the best use of our resources 
for peace and let us embrace new horizons 
together, as stated in the theme of the con-
gress.

Esteemed Guests, 

Our call to the world for justice, peace, 
stability and security is not an insincere, 
rhetorical declaration. To the contrary, my 
country has always paid a heavy price for 
every value it defends. The price is some-
times only material such as economic cri-
ses; however, we sometimes pay the price 
in blood, as it was the case on July 15.

Approximately 3 months ago, a group of 
terrorists from the Fethullah Gülen Ter-
rorist Organization which infiltrated the 
armed forces attempted a coup targeting 
our nation, democracy and independence. 
They bombed the Grand National Assem-
bly of Turkey, the Presidential Complex, 
buildings of the police force and many 
other institutions. They used helicopters, 
tanks and heavy arms to fire on civilians. 
The coup attempt failed thanks to the cour-
age, resistance and heroism of our nation. 
241 citizens fell martyr and 2 thousand 
194 were wounded in this heinous attack. 
The Fethullah Gülen Terrorist Organiza-
tion and its ringleader who lives in Penn-
sylvania are behind the July 15 coup at-
tempt.

You show your support to our country, 
nation and democracy by coming to Istan-
bul on the occasion of this congress three 
months after this heinous act of terrorism. 
I would like to thank everyone on behalf 
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of myself and my nation. I hope that your 
noble stance will set an example to those 
who still refrain from openly supporting 
Turkey and insist on using the putschist 
terrorists as an excuse to lecture us on hu-
man rights and democracy.

It is our right to expect 
international support on 
terrorism

Turkey has other problems in the fight 
against terrorism. In addition to FETÖ, 
we are under heavy attack from terrorist 
organizations such as the PKK and Daesh. 
One of the main reasons for Turkey’s inter-
est in Syria and Iraq is the attacks against 
Turkey by Daesh and PKK/YPG terrorists. 
Daesh carried out suicide bomb attacks 
which cost the lives of hundreds of citizens 
in Ankara, Istanbul, Gaziantep and Diyar-
bakır. The PKK organizes attacks against 
our security forces and citizens in different 
cities almost on a daily basis.

Two days ago, two PKK militants who were 
preparing a terrorist attack involving a car 
loaded with bombs blew themselves up as 
the security forces were about to capture 
them. 

Yesterday the bloody-handed murderers 
moved to action again to martyr 10 sol-
diers and 8 civilians and to wound 27 peo-

ple, out of whom 11 were soldiers. Once 
more, I pray that Allah will have mercy on 
our martyrs and help our veterans in their 
recovery. 

The treacherous attacks against our coun-
try’s unity, integrity and peace cannot and 
will not succeed. They are the final efforts 
of the terrorist organization whose actions 
are curtailed on a daily basis, thanks to the 
successful operations by our security forc-
es. Turkey has the means and willpower to 
fight against all of these terrorist organiza-
tions.

However, since terrorism is a global prob-
lem, Turkey has the right to expect the sup-
port of other countries in the fight against 
terrorism. I believe that we are justified in 
fighting against terrorism in Syria and Iraq 
where there are terrorist threats against 
our country, in the same way as we fight 
against similar threats fiercely in Turkey. 
Turkey’s fight in Syria and Iraq is not out 
of choice; it is out of vital necessity.

The security of the world’s energy resourc-
es depends on rooting out terrorist or-
ganizations and their activities from the 
region. Therefore, we are fighting for the 
energy security of the world as well as our 
national security. I believe that the messag-
es from this World Energy Congress will 
reach their target audience clearly.
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Once more, I would like to wish this con-
gress success and hope that it yields ben-
eficial results for the energy sector and all 

of humanity. I would like to congratulate 
the organizers again and salute you with 
respect and affection.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Esteemed Guests from the Muslim World 
in Europe and Asia, Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with heartfelt respect and affec-
tion.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, blessings and 
mercy of Allah be upon you.

I wish success to the 9th Eurasia Islamic Coun-
cil organized by the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs and hope that it yields beneficial re-

Muslim Scholars and 
Administrators Should Be 

Aware of Religious Deviances 

9th Eurasia Islamic Council | İstanbul | October 11, 2016
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sults for Muslims and humanity. I would like 
to welcome the scholars, religious leaders 
and friends who came to Turkey from Eu-
rope, the Balkans, the Caucasus, the Black 
Sea basin, Volga region and Central Asia.

It is significant that this meeting is held 
in Istanbul which connects Europe and 
Asia, and at the Dolmabahçe Palace which 
reflects the beauty of this city in the most 
striking manner. Naturally, the most im-
portant aspect of this meeting is that it 
takes place after the coup attempt on July 
15. Had it been a classic coup attempt, it 
probably would not have been on this 
Council’s agenda. Two aspects which make 
July 15 unique and important for this 
group are that those who attempted the 
coup see themselves as a religious commu-
nity and their leader as an alleged Mahdi.

We must analyze thoroughly what moti-
vated the putschists, what forced them to 
lead a double life in an effort to hide them-
selves over the years, and what blinded 
them to the point of pulling guns on their 
own nation and country to shed blood. 
This threat is not unique to Turkey. We 
must not forget that organizations such as 
Al-Qaeda or Daesh, which shed blood in 
and fire on Muslim countries, are also com-
posed of individuals who think they serve 
noble causes. The Fethullah Gülen Terror-
ist Organization, FETÖ for short, is as big 
a threat against Muslims and the world as 
Daesh due to its religious deviance and its 
methods focused on education and trade.

As a matter of fact, the Extraordinary Reli-
gious Council, which was held at the begin-
ning of August immediately after the July 
15 coup attempt and brought together the 
country’s leading scholars, religious lead-
ers and educators, made some significant 
observations about this matter. First of all, 
they reached an agreement on the fact that 
FETÖ is not a religious community or a reli-
gious group. This organization is a seditious 
movement abusing religion: it has question-
able resources, believes that the end justi-
fies the means, aims to create divisions in 
the ummah to damage our unity, and hides 
its real face behind a secret structure.

FETÖ took its first steps outside of Turkey 
in Eurasia and concentrated its activities 
there. It abused the free environment that 
emerged in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia after a long period of interregnum. The 
organization became active at a time when 
the Muslims in the region needed services, 
development and guidance most. Unfortu-
nately, it worked solely to create a hegemo-
ny. I believe that, thanks to this Council, the 
real face of FETÖ will be revealed in all four 
corners of Eurasia more rapidly. We expect, 
I expect your support and efforts.

They use terrorism as an excuse to 
divide the Islamic world 

Dear Brothers,

The Islamic world is not suffering only 
from terrorist attacks; it is also faced with 
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attempts to divide it and with serious al-
legations that use terrorism as an excuse. 
Those who die in terrorist attacks in the 
Middle East, North Africa and South Asia in 
particular are Muslims; the killers are also 
Muslims. The killers say “Allahu Akbar” as 
they kill, those who die say “Allahu Akbar” 
in their last breath. This is a very important 
problem. This situation makes the Muslim 
world susceptible to interventions by oth-
ers using terrorism as an excuse.

This is not the only problem. Another im-
portant factor which makes the Muslim 
world susceptible to interventions is the 
division due to sectarianism. Today the 
same scenario is playing out in Iraq, Syria 
and Yemen. It was played out in Lebanon 
and even in Turkey at some point; it is still 
an issue. I would like to repeat something 
I use every opportunity to say. My religion 
is not Sunnism, my religion is not Shiism. 
My religion is Islam. I respect all genuine 
interpretations of Islam. Naturally, there 
is one interpretation to which I adhere. 
However, Islam has always taken and will 
always take precedence over any specific 
interpretation as far as I am concerned. 

Unfortunately, we know and see that there 
are groups and countries which wrongly 
and dangerously make this distinction. 
Nobody has the right to act this way. The 
seeds of division sown in the Islamic world 
eventually lead to the shedding of Muslim 
blood. Organizations such as Al-Qaeda, 
Daesh and Boko Haram benefit from such 
weaknesses to create space for themselves 

and to find supporters. Such terrorist or-
ganizations would never be effective if the 
Muslim world and Muslims were to unite 
in consultation, respect and tolerance to 
solve their problems, instead of engaging 
in conflict.

We know that these organizations are the 
product of some schemes supported by 
various powers. However, we should not 
oversimplify the matter by putting all the 
blame on foreign powers and centers of 
global power. We must remember that 
what started this scheme is our weakness-
es, mistakes, ambitions and hostilities. As 
we say in Turkish, “Prick yourself with a 
needle before pricking others with a pack-
ing needle.” In other words, we should try 
to find the root cause of the problem first 
by looking at ourselves, then by looking at 
others. We cannot prevent the shedding of 
Muslim blood as long as we provide a pre-
text to Islamophobes.

Dear Brothers, 

We have with us friends from regions in 
Europe and Asia where Muslims are a mi-
nority. The anti-Islam sentiment or more 
clearly Islamophobia, which started in 
Western countries following the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks in the United States, is grow-
ing stronger.

Although the motives behind the actions 
of Daesh in Iraq and Syria remain murky, 
they nonetheless add strength to anti-Islam 
movements in Western countries. In fact, 
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I believe that both the terrorist organiza-
tions and the rising anti-Islam movements 
in the West aim to marginalize Muslim 
identity and force it to go underground. 
Western countries who try to impose their 
order on the whole world by using the val-
ues of democracy and freedom can isolate 
Muslims only if they use this method.

There is an issue I would like to draw your 
attention to: people from different faith 
groups organize terrorist acts everywhere 
around the world. However, such acts are 
called “Islamic Terrorism” only if the per-
petrator is Muslim. If the perpetrator is 
of another faith, then such acts are often 
not even classified as “terrorism” and fade 
from the agenda as only “criminal offens-
es”. Have you ever heard of “Christian 
terrorism”, “Jewish Terrorism”, “Buddhist 
Terrorism” or “Atheist Terrorism” if the 
person in question has no faith? You have 
not because such characterizations apply 
only if the terrorist is Muslim; if he is not 
Muslim, there is no such characterization. 
This is the result of the efforts by Western 
countries and even the world to associate 
Islam with terrorism and to put the two 
concepts together. The media is not in-
nocent either. Similarly, individuals and 
especially politicians who characterize 
events in such a manner are not innocent. 
The biggest responsibility in this respect 
falls on our shoulders as the Islamic world, 
Muslims, religious leaders who represent 
Muslims, and politicians. No one will help 
us or solve our problems unless we gener-
ate solutions to our own problems. 

Turkey has the right to intervene 
in the problems in Syria and Iraq 

Today, exactly 63 countries from around 
the world are, in one way or another, in-
volved in the operation against the Daesh 
terrorist organization in Iraq. The situation 
in Syria is similar. The situation regarding 
other countries is also quite similar.

Those who do not want Turkey to get in-
volved do not object to the involvement 
of other countries, but we have a right 
to intervene on account of the terrorist 
threats emanating from these countries 
against Turkey and our thousand-year-
old relations as neighbors and brothers. 
In fact, if Iraq and Syria are in trouble, 
the biggest responsibility to do its best to 
solve the problem and take all necessary 
measures falls on the shoulders of Turkey. 
This is what being brothers and neighbors 
means. We do not need to get permission 
to act in this manner; we do not plan to 
ask for permission either. Some countries 
from thousands of kilometers away go to 
Afghanistan and many other places to car-
ry out operations based on the claim that 
there are threats against them. And Turkey 
is expected not to step in, given the danger 
right next to it? We cannot accept such a 
state of affairs. 

We said “patience, patience, patience” in 
Syria. They put a jersey on a 14-year-old 
boy who was a fan of Messi and blew him 
up at a wedding in Gaziantep. 56 people 
lost their lives and 100 were wounded. Did 
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anyone from the West speak up about this 
brutal event? No.

This incident where we lost 56 people was 
the last straw; we were forced to go to Ja-
rabulus. We kicked Daesh out of Jarabulus. 
However, we did not stop there. We then 
worked in cooperation with the moderate 
opposition and entered Al-Rai. We rooted 
out all terrorist elements from Al-Rai.

We said to the United States, “PYD and 
YPG will not be in Manbij.” The President 
said that “they will not”, in response to our 
request. We said to the President, “90-95 
percent of this region is Arab. Why do you 
allow PYD and YPG in here? The coalition 
forces should root out terrorism in the re-
gion. Why do you feel the need to root out 
terrorists in one area by using other terror-
ists?” Although they promised to act in line 
with our demands, they did not keep their 
promises. In the end, we are implementing 
our own plan.

Dear Brothers,

Someone is insulting me personally due to 
recent developments. He is not my counter-
part, we are not at the same level or quality. 
It is futile for him to speak up and shout 
in Iraq. We will do whatever we want. Who 
is this person shouting? He is the Prime 
Minister of Iraq. He should know his place. 
When Mr. Davutoğlu was Prime Minister, 
he had asked Turkey to set up a base in 
Bashiqa. We have live recordings of his de-
mands; these recordings will be broadcast 
on TV. We set up a base in Bashiqa upon 

the request of the Iraqi government. They 
now want us to pull out. The army of the 
Republic of Turkey has not sunk to the lev-
el of taking instructions from you! 

We must react to the Anti-
terrorism Act in the United States 

I would like to talk about another very im-
portant topic. I would like to call on the 
rest of the world as I address you here at 
Dolmabahçe Palace: as the President of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, I am 
sending a letter to the heads of state and 
government of 56 countries. The text of 
the letter is as follows:

“I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you as the President of the Summit 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. 
I would also like to share with you my con-
cerns and my appeal regarding the Justice 
against Sponsors of Terrorism Act passed 
by the Congress of the United States of 
America.

As underlined in the press release which 
my country issued on September 23, 2016 
and which was later distributed to the 
member states of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we believe that this Act 
is in violation of international law and es-
pecially the fundamental principles of the 
United Nations Charter such as the sover-
eignty and equality of states, and individu-
al criminal responsibility.

In addition, this Act is the product of dou-
ble standards and has the potential to se-
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riously harm international cooperation in-
cluding in the fight against terrorism. We 
are concerned that the potential divisions 
this Act can create may have a negative 
impact on the international community 
which is already dealing with significant 
global and regional challenges and threats. 
I am sure that all members of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation will share this 
concern.

In fact, one of the first international reac-
tions against this flawed approach came 
from the Secretary General of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation who made 
a statement on September 14, 2016. I be-
lieve that, as Muslim countries, we must 
strengthen our solidarity and coordina-
tion, and our organization must adopt a 
common position regarding the potential 
repercussions of this law on the interna-
tional fight against terrorism. I would like 
to extend my warmest regards and respect 
to you”.

We will be sending this letter to the heads of 
state and government of Muslim countries. 
What does this initiative mean? All 56 coun-
tries will make their position clear and ask 
the US Congress to revise and repeal this 
Act. Why? We remained silent until now, 
we turned the other cheek when slapped. 
We must now protect our own rights.

A terrorist may have left a Muslim country 
and gone to other countries to engage in 
bloodthirsty acts. If an American terrorist 
bombs a place in my country, and this has 
happened, are we supposed to condemn 
the country where that terrorist was born? 

International law adopts the principle of 
individual criminal responsibility. Who-
ever commits a crime pays the price. You 
cannot make a country pay the price for a 
crime a person committed, you do not have 
the right to do so.

Esteemed Brothers,

The situation in Iraq and Syria is similar. 
How can terrorists be good or bad? How 
can you say “My terrorist is good, yours is 
bad?” We cannot remain indifferent to Iraq 
in face of these developments. As a coun-
try whose citizens fall victim to PKK and 
Daesh terror almost on a daily basis, we 
follow the developments there very close-
ly. There is no sense in the allegations and 
statements by the Syrian and Iraqi govern-
ments regarding our country; they test the 
limits of reason.

The hundreds of thousands of lives lost 
and history damaged in the past five years 
have shown us bitterly that the main con-
cern of a majority of the countries who are 
allegedly fighting against terrorism in Iraq 
and Syria is not the people of the region. 
Given this situation, everyone who has a 
conscience, respect for his religion and for 
the victims in these lands should help and 
support Turkey.

Allow me to underline one point. Turkey 
does not have its eyes on anyone’s land or 
sovereignty. We share our destiny and sor-
row with these lands where we have been 
living as brothers for a thousand years. We 
have no objective other than ensuring the 
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security of our own land and the well-be-
ing of the Muslims in the region. 

We must capture the spirit of 
the times as we walk towards the 
future

Dear Brothers,

The crises we are living through indicate 
that the Muslim world needs a shake-up 
or an awakening. As Muslims, we must 
unite under genuine Islamic tradition to 
build a new future for ourselves. We must 
all work together to start a revival in order 
to overcome existing conflicts that start-
ed in the Muslim world after our Prophet 
(pbuh) passed away and make the most of 
the knowledge accumulated over 1,400 
years. We must be able to walk towards the 
future without neglecting local elements, 
ignoring traditions or missing the spirit 
of the times. Let us not forget that we are 
obliged to act in line with the order that 
says “There is mercy in unity and torment 
in division.”

The solution is to stand as tough as steel 
against religious deviance and to be as tol-
erant as possible about differences in in-
terpretation. It is also a fact that all organi-
zations involved in terrorism deviate from 
faith. The members of a religion which 
says “whosoever kills a human being, it 
shall be as if he had killed all mankind” do 
not and cannot engage in massacres. Other 
cultures may believe that “the death of one 
man is a tragedy and the death of millions 

is a statistic”; however, the life of every in-
nocent person is worth the world for Mus-
lims.

As far as we are concerned, Daesh which 
massacres those who do not submit to 
them is identical to FETÖ which fired on 
its own people on July 15, or anyone else 
using similar methods.

The opinion leaders of Muslim societies, 
their scholars, wise men and administra-
tors must be vigilant about and act against 
all kinds of religious deviances. History will 
hold accountable those who do not react or 
adopt a rigid stance against such deviance 
and question their legitimacy. We must 
work on this issue in cooperation and sol-
idarity. We must all comply with the com-
mandments of the religion we believe in. 

Eurasia, where different civilizations over-
lap, is very well-placed to be a pioneer and 
to start a new era. If we succeed in this pro-
cess in Eurasia, our work in other regions 
will be much easier. As the successor of the 
Ottoman Empire which brought the East 
and West together, Turkey will be with you 
in this matter, as it has been on all matters 
concerning Eurasian Muslims. The strong 
position this Council will adopt in the face 
of religious exploitation will give hope to 
and guide all Muslims. God willing, this 
Council will mark the beginning of a pro-
cess of ridding the Islamic world of all 
organizations, first and foremost FETÖ, 
which exploit our religion and harm Mus-
lims with their deviant ways.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

46

We had 241 martyrs and 2 thousand 194 
veterans on the night of July 15. I pray that 
Allah will have mercy on our martyrs and 
help the recovery of our veterans. The sepa-
ratist organization recently raided the home 
of the Deputy District Chair in Özalp of the 
party which I founded and martyred him. 
Likewise, it raided the office of the Chair of 
the Diyarbakır District and killed him. And 
when we ask them about these events, they 
say, “We have nothing to do with civilians.”

From now on, we will not have only one an-
ti-terrorism strategy, we will fight against 
terrorism using a number of different strat-
egies. The perpetrators will pay a heavy 

price for the people they martyred simply 
because they were Kurdish and worked for 
a political party they did not like. 

I pray for peace and security for Muslims 
in this holy month of Muharram and es-
pecially on this day of Ashura. I hope that 
the 9th Eurasia Islamic Council will yield 
beneficial results for the ummah. I would 
like to congratulate the organizers of this 
Council and extend my gratitude to each 
and every one of you for your participation 
and contributions. I ask you to please send 
my greetings to my brothers in your coun-
tries and regions. May Allah be with you. I 
wish you all the best.
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Dear Guests, Esteemed Representatives of 
Judicial Bodies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet all of you with respect 
and affection.

I would like to welcome our foreign guests 
to Turkey and Istanbul. I hope that the 
International Istanbul Law Congress will 
yield beneficial results for our country 

and the whole world. I believe that it will 
be a productive meeting inspired by this 
historical venue on the Bosphorus which 
separates Asia and Europe. I would like to 
thank everyone who helped organize this 
congress. I believe that the presentations 
and academic discussions in the congress 
will open new horizons for my country and 
for the participating countries. I hope that 

No One Can Lecture Us on Law

International Istanbul Law Congress | İstanbul | October 17, 2016
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this congress organized for the first time 
will become a global platform in this field 
and continue to be organized in the future.

Ministers of Justice, Heads of Constitution-
al Courts, Courts of Cassation, Councils of 
State, as well as Chief Public Prosecutors 
and Heads of Justice Academies and the 
High Councils of Judges and Prosecutors, 
scientists and jurists from approximately 
40 countries are participating in the con-
gress. You have given the most meaningful 
message against the rule-defying and de-
structive mentality of the putschists and 
the powers behind them by accepting our 
invitation after the July 15 coup attempt. I 
would like to thank you for the strong sol-
idarity you showed to our nation, country 
and democracy.

Esteemed Guests,

Recently, Turkey has been subject to some 
unique coup attempts. The incident on 
July 15, 2016 was an armed coup attempt 
by members of the Fethullah Gülen Ter-
rorist Organization in the army. Turkey 
was subject to another coup attempt by the 
members of the same organization in the 
judiciary and the police force on Decem-
ber 17-25, 2013. They used fabricated evi-
dence, unlawful acts and lies to manipulate 
perception in an effort to put the country’s 
elected prime minister under siege by us-
ing his family, colleagues and the business 
people who are engaged in large projects. 
We did not succumb to this organization 
which tried to use its authority, means and 

support that should have been used for 
the purpose of ensuring justice, peace and 
security in the country, to carry out a po-
litical coup attempt. We strongly resisted 
this coup attempt by the judiciary and the 
police force with the support of our nation 
and rapidly took necessary action.

FETÖ realized that it would not be able to 
achieve its goals in this manner and de-
cided to use arms as the last resort. These 
terrorists who seized the arms that were 
issued to them for the protection of the 
country spit fire and blood on the nation 
on the night of July 15. Members of FETÖ 
in the army tried to achieve what the gang 
in the judiciary and the police force had 
failed to do. Frankly, we did not think that 
such treachery was possible. However, that 
night it became clear that the putschists 
had not at all expected our nation to stand 
up to them in city squares. The war planes 
dropping bombs, helicopters spitting fire, 
tanks running over people, guns shooting 
randomly did not scare our people or force 
them to retreat. Such resistance is an im-
portant example to the world. Our nation 
which had 241 martyrs and 2 thousand 
194 veterans that night put up an epic 
struggle to protect its independence, fu-
ture and democracy. The judiciary, as well 
as the police forces, supported us as we de-
feated the putschists by working hand in 
hand and heart to heart with our nation.

The Turkish judiciary passed 
the test on July 15 
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We all worked together against the wave 
of attacks to kill me and to take control of 
strategic places. The judiciary, which was 
an instrument in the coup attempt on De-
cember 17-25, showed the quickest and 
most effective reaction against this coup 
attempt because, thanks to recent regula-
tions, it was no longer under the control 
of the FETÖ terrorist organization and had 
gone back to being the judiciary of the na-
tion.

Today we are removing the members of 
this terrorist organization from all insti-
tutions in the armed forces and the judici-
ary in a determined manner and without 
compromising the rule of law. Every step 
we take is in line with our constitution and 
laws. Those in the West who are seeming-
ly our friends criticize us and ask “if these 
steps lawful”. We know about law at least 
as much as you do. We take lawful steps. 
Those who try to lecture us on law should 
look at the period when East and West 
Germany were united. They can better un-
derstand the intricacies of our situation if 
they were to look at the number of employ-
ees dismissed from state institutions back 
then.

They should also look at France on the is-
sue of the state of emergency. What is the 
attitude France adopted in the face of a 
simple act of terrorism? We are not faced 
with a simple act of terrorism. We are faced 
with a movement to destroy the Republic 
of Turkey. Can simple measures suffice in 
this situation? These are very important 

steps; they are steps in our country’s fight 
for welfare, freedom and democracy. No 
one can keep us from taking these steps.

None of our practices, including the decla-
ration of a state of emergency, fall outside 
the scope of other examples from around 
the world. Turkey is determined to root out 
the terrorist organization which has infil-
trated our country like cancerous cells.

Esteemed Guests,

The judicial institutions in Turkey dispense 
justice independently and impartially. It is 
of course very important for members of 
the judiciary to fulfill their duties without 
any pressure or influence and without the 
guidance of any opinion, ideology or pow-
er. The fight against FETÖ serves exactly 
this purpose. People who take instructions 
from an organization rather than the law 
and whose conscience is shaped by the 
ringleader of an organization cannot dis-
pense justice.

Turkey has lived through very difficult 
times due to the judicial disasters this or-
ganization’s members have created. They 
damaged the sense of trust to the justice 
system. First, it is necessary to duly punish 
those who caused such disasters in order to 
alleviate the damage to the sense of justice. 
We must make sure that the operations in 
the public sector, business community and 
other areas are so strict and determined 
that no one in Turkey will dare to attempt 
to carry out a coup again.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

50

No one should expect this great nation and 
long-established state to act helplessly in 
the face of terrorist organizations. We want 
and expect the judges and prosecutors re-
sponsible for keeping terrorists, putschists 
and invaders accountable on behalf of the 
“Turkish nation” to act as boldly as our 
people who stood up against guns on the 
night of July 15. We cannot be confident 
about the future unless the justice system 
and its members can instill enough confi-
dence in the nation. I trust and believe in 
our judges, prosecutors, justice system and 
institutions.

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend my gratitude to all of our friends in 
your countries whose hearts and prayers 
were with us during the July 15 armed 
coup attempt.

We are very sensitive about 
terrorism 

Esteemed Guests,

Terrorism has become a multidimensional 
instrument which uses various methods, 
disguises itself in different forms and is 
unfortunately used by some countries as 
a tool to exert diplomatic pressure. Turkey 
has suffered the highest number of terror-
ist attacks and lost the highest number of 
people. Consequently, we are more sensi-
tive about terrorism than others.

There are friends here who have suffered 
from terrorism. We all know the situation 

in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and 
Somalia. Our brothers there live with ter-
rorism on a daily basis.

What we are experiencing in Syria is 
self-evident. We have always been patient 
about terror attacks from Syria to Turkey. 
Rockets and mortar from the Syrian side 
martyred hundreds of our people. Finally, 
we had the deplorable explosion in Gazian-
tep. 56 brothers and sisters were martyred 
there. My heart broke when I visited the 
children in hospitals after the explosion. 
The children were still smiling and laugh-
ing, unaware of the fact that they had lost 
their feet. Having seen those events, how 
can I do nothing as the person who is re-
sponsible for this nation and who repre-
sents it in the world? We naturally took ac-
tion and entered Syria with the Free Syrian 
Army.

Dear Friends,

Turkey’s border with Syria is 911 kilome-
ters long. Countries that have no relations 
with Syria think that they have the right 
to enter Syria, but they turn to us and ask 
“Al-Assad (the murderer) did not ask you, 
how can you go there?” Well, we can be-
cause if we are under a terrorist threat and 
mortar and rockets from a country threat-
en us, then we will fully exercise our right 
to self-defense. We removed all terrorist 
elements in Jarabulus and Al-Rai. Praise 
be to Allah, Dabiq has also been cleared of 
Daesh as of tonight. The people who used 
to live there settled in these regions once 
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again. We are not taking other people from 
Turkey to the region, we are resettling the 
people who used to live in the region.

The United States and the coalition forces 
did not keep their promises about Manbij. 
They said, “PYD and YPG will never enter 
it.” They then got PYD and YPG into the re-
gion. Since they did not keep their prom-
ise, we did and went on to do what we had 
to do.

We are strategic partners with the coali-
tion forces and the United States in NATO. 
If they do not act with us, who will they act 
with? With terrorist organizations? Is this 
logical or rational? How can this be law-
ful? They are violating the law, trampling 
on international law. Where there is no jus-
tice, there is persecution; and this is what 
is happening there. We need to settle this 
matter; this congress must discuss these is-
sues in detail.

The operations in Mosul continue. What do 
they say? “Turkey should not go into Mo-
sul.” How can it not? We have a 350-kilom-
eter border and we are under threat. Those 
who have nothing to do with Mosul go 
there. What do they claim? That Baghdad 
asked them to. As jurists, you speak the 
language of law, not the language of the 
acts. Justice will prevail if you continue to 
speak this language.

My Chief of General Staff recently talked 
about Mosul with his counterpart in the 
United States. The Chief of General Staff 

told our counterparts that we cannot be 
held responsible for the results of an op-
eration without Turkey. Mosul is part of 
our history. One may read the Misak-ı Milli 
(the National Pact) to understand our his-
torical ties with this region. We have Turk-
men, Arab and Kurdish brothers in Mosul. 
We cannot possibly remain indifferent to 
Mosul.

Likewise, they tell us to pull out of Bashiqa. 
No one can expect us to pull out of Bashiqa. 
We carried out and continue to carry out 
all kinds of operations there against the 
Daesh terrorist organization. Turkey is 
the only country there fighting honorably 
against Daesh.

Terrorist organizations are like 
boomerangs, they also hit those 
who use them 

One of the issues we emphasize in the fight 
against terrorism is to adopt a principled 
stance against all terrorist organizations. 
We sincerely warn and will continue to 
warn those countries which support ter-
rorist organizations as a tool for their stra-
tegic aims and give political and military 
support to terrorists. Let me repeat once 
more: terrorist organizations are like boo-
merangs, they eventually hit those who use 
them.

It is impossible to solve the problem of ter-
rorism unless we act with determination 
and principle, and cooperate. There are 
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terrorist organizations such as the PKK, 
Daesh and DHKP-C in addition to FETÖ in 
and around Turkey. Almost no day passes 
without them hurting us or shedding our 
blood. Does Turkey have the power to de-
stroy these organizations? We definitely 
have the power, the means and the deter-
mination. We totally destroyed the PKK, 
which has the longest and bloodiest histo-
ry among these organizations, 7 or 8 times 
in the past 35 years. However, the PKK still 
carries on with its activities because new 
people from this organization’s camps in 
Iraq and Syria replace every single one of 
the terrorists Turkey eliminates.

Many countries give their covert support 
to this organization. Although it is con-
sidered a terrorist organization, it can set 
up tents in European capitals as if it were 
a legal organization and easily collect mil-
lions of euros in many countries. You, our 
esteemed friends, are aware of this fact. 
Terrorist organizations can collect aid in 
the headquarters of the Council of Europe 
and the European Union using the terror-
ist leader’s photograph. The European Un-
ion declared them terrorist organizations, 
right? How can they give them such an 
opportunity if they are terrorist organiza-
tions? Unfortunately, they offer terrorist 
organizations all kinds of opportunities. 
We give them files about terrorist organi-
zations but achieve no progress.

Similarly, we know that the organiza-
tion called Daesh recruits members from 
around the world. There are foreign fight-

ers who come even from Australia. We 
send them back when we capture them. So 
far, we deported 3 thousand 800 foreign 
terrorists who came to join Daesh and we 
imposed an entry ban on 52 thousand 500 
people. On the other hand, the countries 
these people come from did not lift a finger 
to prevent them from leaving their coun-
tries.

As you witnessed, Daesh was used as an 
excuse to cause great destruction in Syria 
and Iraq through operations involving 63 
countries. The number of people who lost 
their lives in Syria reached 600 thousand 
in 6 years. When we started the Jarabulus 
operation, it became clear that Syria does 
not need to be destroyed to fight against 
this organization.

We, of course, know very well that Daesh is 
merely a tool or a Trojan horse which one 
can neutralize in a short time.

They insist on trying to keep Turkey out of 
the Mosul operation since they know that 
we will undo the sectarian conflict trap 
they are setting up by using Daesh as an 
excuse. They do not want us in Mosul for 
this reason. We told those carrying out the 
Mosul operation that “We cannot say yes to 
a Sunni-Shiite conflict.” Do you know what 
their reply was? “We will not allow a Shi-
ite-Sunni conflict.” But who constitutes the 
Iraqi army? A majority of the Iraqi army 
are Shiite. Who will they fight against 
when they go to Mosul? Against Sunnis. 
Who will they place there? Hashd al-Shaa-
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bi. Who is against them? Hashd al-Watani. 
Who is Hashd al-Watani? The local people 
of Mosul. Where do Hashd al-Shaabi come 
from? From outside. We are certainly not 
going to allow new sectarian conflicts in 
the region.

Likewise, they support, arm and pamper 
the PKK’s Syrian arm PYD/YPG by using 
Daesh as an excuse. We talked to them and 
warned them repeatedly. Where do some 
of the arms given to PYD go? To Daesh. 
Also, a significant part of these weapons 
goes to the PKK to be used against us. We 
seize these arms and determine which 
countries they belong to. Our objections 
are disregarded literally with lies. DHKP-C 
and similar organizations can easily en-
gage in activities in Europe. This organiza-
tion’s bloody-handed murderers can live 
freely in Europe for many years. I now ask 
you: is it possible to fight against terrorism 
with such a mentality?

How can a legal system protect 
a terrorist organization’s 
ringleader? 

Turkey duly requested from the United 
States the extradition of the ringleader of 
the organization that carried out the July 
15 coup attempt, in accordance with the 
agreement on the extradition of criminals. 
The United States is not fulfilling this re-
quest based on claims involving its own 
legal and judicial systems. How can a legal 
system protect terrorism, terrorist organi-

zations and their ringleaders? Can it issue 
a Green Card to a terrorist? Terrorists with 
Green Cards live in the United States. Who 
do they think they are fooling?

Didn’t the same legal and judicial systems 
exist when Al-Qaeda engaged in terrorist 
activities in the United States? What was 
the basis of so many operations the Unit-
ed States carried out at home and abroad? 
Which legal system was the shooting of 
Osama bin Laden in Afghanistan based 
on? Apparently, they can shoot people so 
far away when they get hit. If you apply 
double standards in law, you cannot com-
plain when you get into trouble in the fu-
ture. Therefore, I would like to invite all 
countries to act against terrorism in a prin-
cipled and consistent manner. Countries 
that consider terrorism as an instrument 
for their own ends dig their own grave. 

We see similar inconsistencies in the ref-
ugee problem. We now have 3 million 
refugees in Turkey. The European Union 
was supposed to give us 3 billion euros in 
support until July. Another 3 billion euros 
is supposed to arrive next year. They have 
not kept their promise for such a long time. 
So far, Turkey spent 13 billion dollars on 
refugees. Non-governmental organizations 
spent as much as we did. We do not need 
the West’s help. Our only objective is to 
help the victims and the aggrieved.

On the one hand, there are countries like 
Turkey which is hosting 3 million vic-
tims; on the other hand, there are coun-
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tries which cannot tolerate even a couple 
of hundred refugees. While the countries 
with limited resources share all of them 
with the refugees, the well-off countries 
use their resources to put barbed wire 
along their borders. This situation creates 
a deep wound in humanity’s conscience. 
I would like to ask you to state these facts 
in your countries and on all international 
platforms where you have a say in order to 
persuade those who are responsible. I be-
lieve this is the least we owe to future gen-
erations in order to give them a safer and 
more secure world.

Esteemed Guests, 

Law is the oldest and most important tool 
to create balance in the lives of the state, 
society and individuals. Consequently, jus-
tice plays a key role in all religions. The 
Quran states “Allah orders justice, good 
conduct and giving to relatives.” Naturally, 
the fine line between justice and persecu-
tion makes it very difficult to dispense jus-
tice. You may be dispensing justice when 
you water a flower or a tree, but that same 
water may be persecuting a thorny bush. 
Confucius was probably emphasizing the 
historical significance of this issue when he 
said, “Justice is like the North Star which is 
fixed and all the rest revolve about it.”

“Justice is the foundation of the state” is 
written on the walls of my country’s judi-
cial buildings. This statement signifies the 
importance of justice for the stability and 
survival of the state. The concept of “let 

man flourish, so that the state can flour-
ish” requires an administration based on 
justice. Therefore, when we took on the re-
sponsibility of running the state in Novem-
ber 2002, we set four priorities: education, 
health, justice and security.

We implemented the biggest reforms in 
the history of the Republic in all areas 
ranging from the amendment of basic laws 
to strengthening the physical infrastruc-
ture by building modern judicial buildings 
with traditional architecture and setting 
up UYAP, the national judicial network. 
Recent important reforms include the 
right to make an individual application to 
the Constitutional Court and a two-tiered 
judicial system with the Ombudsman In-
stitution and Appeals Courts. I hope that 
we will soon be able to resolve the issue 
of a new constitution which we have been 
promising our nation for years. So far, we 
have not been able to take concrete steps 
on this issue due to a lack of political con-
sensus. 

Like life, justice is a dynamic, ever-chang-
ing area which needs to adopt to change. 
It is necessary to find new solutions when 
classic legal tools and arguments are insuf-
ficient. Dispute settlement methods such 
as arbitration and mediation are now used 
more often.

I believe that this congress will discuss all 
of these issues in great detail and that the 
experience of various countries will be 
used to draw conclusions that will benefit 
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the world. Once again, I wish success to 
the International Istanbul Law Congress. I 
would like to thank everyone who helped 
organize this congress and who will con-

tribute to its work with their presentations 
and comments. I salute you with respect 
and affection. All the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Ladies, 
Brothers,

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, blessings and 
mercy of Allah be upon you.

I hope that the 6th Conference on the Role 
of Women in the Development of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation Member 
States will yield beneficial results.

I Question The Humanity of 
Anyone Who Does Not React 

Against How Muslims Are Held 
in Contempt 

6th Conference on the Role of Women in the Development of OIC Member 
States, İstanbul | November 2, 2016
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At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to thank Mr. Iyad Madani, who has had 
to leave his position as Secretary General 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
due to health reasons, for his services. I 
congratulate the next Secretary General. I 
would also like to extend my gratitude to 
the Office of the Secretary General of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
to our Ministry of Family and Social Policy.

I would like to welcome all guests who 
came to Istanbul for this conference. I sug-
gest that you also enjoy the beauty of Is-
tanbul while you discuss the issues on the 
agenda. This historical city will be proud to 
host you.

Esteemed Brothers and Sisters,

We took over the presidency of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation at the 13th 
Session of the Islamic Summit Conference 
held in Istanbul on April 14-15, 2016. Our 
aim is to be very productive during our 
presidency at this trying time for the Mus-
lim world and countries.

We must work in close cooperation and 
harmony to resolve the essential problems 
on our agenda. The problems the Muslim 
world faces are due to the fact that we 
lead lives that are detached from Allah’s 
commandments. We say that all believers 
are brothers but, unfortunately, we do not 
fulfill the requirements of brotherhood. 
Although Allah commands us to “Hold 

fast all of you together to the rope of Al-
lah”, there are unfortunately those who do 
not hold fast to the rope of Allah but hold 
fast to other things. Therefore, the Islamic 
world is in disarray.

We are constantly faced with new, bigger 
problems although we have not been able 
to solve the problems, such as the Palestin-
ian issue, which are on our agenda for the 
longest time. It is interesting to note that 
it is always the Muslims who suffer when 
blood is shed and lives are lost or when 
there is persecution and suffering. It is also 
sad that those who shed Muslim blood are 
usually Muslims themselves. Others bene-
fit from the resources and opportunities in 
Muslim countries but our people lose their 
lives.

We cannot allow this imbalance to contin-
ue. We must find answers to the following 
questions: why can’t Muslims themselves 
find solutions to the problems in Iraq, Syr-
ia, Afghanistan and many other places? 

How much longer will we 
tolerate this dirty game?

How much longer will ethnic and sectarian 
conflicts last? How can the Muslim world 
have a single peaceful moment when Mus-
lim men are massacred and Muslim wom-
en, children and elderly people are treated 
with contempt? How much longer do we 
need to suffer before we see that the sav-
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iors that people seek on the outside are the 
very root of the problems?

How long will we tolerate this dirty game 
that has been going on in this region for 
a century? A Muslim who does not seek 
sincere answers to these questions has suc-
cumbed to slavery in his heart and mind, 
but Islam is the religion of those whose 
hearts and minds are free. Anyone who 
submits to someone else’s will turns his 
back on Allah. No Muslim will find or put 
himself in such a position.

Let me be clear: as a Muslim from Tur-
key and regardless of my other titles, I 
am ashamed of what is happening in Syr-
ia. I am ashamed of what is happening in 
Iraq. I am ashamed of what is happening 
in Afghanistan. I am ashamed of what is 
happening in Somalia, Yemen and Libya. 
I am ashamed of seeing Muslims who try 
to reach European countries on makeshift 
boats being pushed around at European 
border crossings. I am ashamed of the dif-
ficulties Muslims living in Europe experi-
ence. We should not do such injustice to 
Islam which is the biggest gift to mankind 
in thousands of years.

Such injustice also kindles my anger and 
resentment. My anger and resentment 
grow when I see people who try to profit 
from publishing photographs of Aylan on 
magazine covers. They are neither honest 
nor sincere. What are the reasons that got 
Aylan there? Who caused all of this? Let us 

first be accountable. I question the human-
ity - let alone faith - of anyone who does not 
react against how Muslims are held in con-
tempt.

As you know, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation was formally known as the 
“Islamic Conference”. What does Islam-
ic Conference mean? It may simply mean 
holding a conference on Islam. But we said, 
“This won’t do.” Why? 56 Islamic countries 
needed to unite under the roof of a cooper-
ation organization. Therefore, this organi-
zation was founded.

You cannot create a strong nation and civ-
ilization by keeping women out of science, 
education and politics. We should analyze 
the current situation thoroughly. During 
our presidency, we will continue to work 
with the Secretary General in an effort to 
find solutions to make Muslims happy and 
rekindle hope in their hearts. We are ready 
to take on more responsibility as a country 
hosting approximately 3 million refugees 
from Syria and Iraq, and we are willing to 
take risks to put out the fire in this region. 

Muslim countries should stand 
tall in face of the drama in Syria 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are currently hosting 2.7 million Syr-
ian and 300 thousand Iraqi brothers and 
sisters. There are people who say to us, “Do 
not show such interest in Iraq and Syria. 
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Simply watch from the sidelines.” Our bor-
der with Syria is 950 km long and the bor-
der with Iraq is 350 km long. Quite natu-
rally, we are interested in the problems of 
these countries.

Following the explosion in Gaziantep, we 
entered Jarabulus and Al-Rai with the Free 
Syrian Army and rooted out Daesh from 
these areas. Our objective is to go all the 
way to Al-Bab because we want to create a 
terror-free zone there. Although Arabs live 
in Jarabulus and Al-Rai, they are trying to 
settle PYD and YPG in these regions. In 
other words, they are trying to create a new 
terrorist state against Turkey. Turkey will 
not allow the formation of such a state; so, 
we did what had to be done.

We shoulder a responsibility here and our 
fight continues. We are now taking care 
of 2.7 million Syrians. We spent approxi-
mately 14 billion dollars for our brothers. 
However, we did not receive much support 
from Western countries or international 
institutions. 

I voice these issues in all international 
meetings and will continue to do so. Why? 
Because unfortunately those who should 
be aware of these issues are not. We would 
like the members of this organization to 
support us in this matter. The Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation and the Arab 
League must stand tall. Why do they not 
stand tall? Can a true Muslim defend Al-As-
sad the murderer?

If Muslim countries act in unity, then we 
can solve the problems in the region with-
out the need for another power. I would 
like to state once more that we are ready to 
make whatever sacrifice is necessary.

Esteemed Guests,

Women are one of the most important pri-
orities of our presidency. Solidarity and 
cooperation among Muslim women are 
an inseparable part of Muslim solidarity. 
As Muslim countries, we must revisit and 
strengthen the role of women, who make 
up half of the population, in solving our 
problems. The Organization of Islamic Co-
operation took some significant steps in 
recent years. However, these steps need to 
translate into concrete decisions and prac-
tices. Turkey is happy and proud of its im-
portant contributions to the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation since its foundation 
in 1969. Turkey hosts various bodies of the 
organization and has led many initiatives. 
We put a lot of emphasis on ensuring that 
women take the positions they deserve in 
social and professional life.

These conferences started in Istanbul in 
2006 and we are holding the 6th confer-
ence today. I had the pleasure of address-
ing the first conference, which was a his-
toric development for the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, as Prime Minister. I 
had drawn your attention to two issues at 
that conference.



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

61

First of all, I opposed the view which 
claimed that some societies had solved all 
women’s issues whereas others had not. I 
said that Western countries ignored the 
problems that women experience in dif-
ferent ways in different parts of the world 
when they characterize women’s issues in 
such a simplistic way, mostly with wom-
en in Muslim societies in mind. Second, 
although we believe that discrimination 
against women is as dangerous as racism, 
we also reject any approach which seems 
egalitarian but disregards the dignity of 
women. When I look at the past decade, I 
see that there have been important devel-
opments on both issues, but we are very far 
from where we would like to be.

We believe that there are important devel-
opments in Turkey in education, health, 
employment and regarding the prevention 
of violence against women. Our Minister 
for Family and Social Policy just shared 
with you the steps we took on this issue. I 
am sure that the organization and its mem-
ber states will assess the past decade in this 
meeting. This assessment will also shed 
light on the years ahead of us. We must 
analyze correctly the efforts that Turkey 
initiated and which are ongoing with the 
support of this organization.

If we want women to contribute to devel-
opment goals in our countries, we must 
first ensure that they can effectively bene-
fit from various rights and responsibilities. 

It is unrealistic to expect women to make 
the contributions their countries expect of 
them without ensuring their full participa-
tion in the workforce and decision-making 
mechanisms.

I would like you to know that mother and 
child health, the education of girls and the 
prevention of violence against women are 
of special importance for me, my spouse 
and my country. As the President of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation Summit 
and the Women’s Conference, we support 
and will continue to support such initia-
tives in all countries.

Our women acted very bravely 
on July 15 

Esteemed Guests, 

The deplorable event Turkey experienced 
recently is a harbinger of the great danger 
facing the Muslim world. As you know, an 
evil organization which grew by abusing 
Muslim values and concepts carried out a 
coup attempt with its members in the army 
on July 15. These militants dressed as mem-
bers of the armed forces slayed people with 
our nation’s planes, helicopters, tanks and 
cannons. The Turkish nation stood up to 
the putschists with unparalleled courage 
and heroism and prevented this treacher-
ous attempt.
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It is important to note that my people did 
not have guns, they only had flags. My peo-
ple only had their faith and conviction; 
they performed ablution to prepare for 
martyrdom. Our women led the way in 
running towards martyrdom against these 
traitors. The nation filled the squares and 
went to the airport upon hearing our call. 
Our women were among the most impor-
tant heroes of July 15. The Nene Hatuns of 
today exhibited great heroism on the night 
of July 15.

The putschists bombarded the Gölbaşı 
Special Operations Center in Ankara with 
military aircraft and martyred 56 strong 
male and female police officers. Likewise, 
they martyred 29 citizens around the 
Presidential Complex. We had martyrs in 
many places including in front of the Gen-
eral Staff Headquarters and on the July 15 
Martyrs Bridge.

Esteemed Brothers and Sisters, 

We saw with pride and tears in our eyes the 
images of women who stood up in front of 
tanks and barrels, and taught the putsch-
ists a lesson in Istanbul. We still have and 
will continue to have tears in our eyes.

The most loyal followers of the democra-
cy watch which lasted 29 days were also 
women. Many generations will talk about 
and remember the sacrifices of our nation 
and especially women who upheld our de-
mocracy by preventing the coup and pro-
tected their faith, freedom, flag and future.

FETÖ, which drove Turkey to the brink of a 
disaster on July 15 and which itself states 
that it is active in 170 countries, is at least 
as dangerous as Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko 
Haram or Al-Shabaab. This global criminal 
organization aims at brainwashing Mus-
lim youngsters to convert them; it abuses 
our religion, as well as education, trade 
and feelings of solidarity. I used to say that 
their ground is religion, middle section is 
trade and roof is treachery. Now I hesitate 
to say that their ground is religion. I hope 
that Allah will guide them in the right way.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
held the 43rd Session of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers in Tashkent on October 
18-19 and took a historic decision about 
FETÖ. In the Tashkent conference, the for-
eign ministers of the member states de-
clared FETÖ a terrorist organization. This 
was another acknowledgment of the fact 
that FETÖ threatens the public order, secu-
rity and stability of Turkey, Muslim coun-
tries and the rest of the world, uses covert 
methods and has secret objectives. Within 
the framework of this decision, I invite all 
member states to take necessary measures 
against FETÖ and to cooperate with Turkey 
concerning the organizations established 
and managed by FETÖ.

As you know, we established the Turkey 
Maarif Foundation. I would like to remind 
the representatives of all guest countries 
that FETÖ has schools in your countries. I 
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ask you to work in cooperation with your 
Ministries of Education to lead the takeo-
ver of these schools and to allow the stu-
dents to be educated by the Maarif Foun-
dation.

There should be no distinction 
among terrorist organizations 

Esteemed Brothers,

Turkey and the Muslim world have serious 
problems with other terrorist organiza-
tions besides FETÖ. The events in neigh-
boring Syria and Iraq, which are important 
Muslim countries, provide growth oppor-
tunities for terrorist organizations. The 
signs of the damage Daesh caused in this 
region will be evident for many years to 
come. There is still the risk of Daesh’s activ-
ities spilling over to other countries. Fue-
led by ethnic ambitions, PYD/YPG take 
every opportunity to seize the areas where 
Arabs and Turkmens live. Structures or-
ganized around sectarianism seek to shed 
blood and end lives in an un-Islamic and 
irrational manner. Organizations such as 
Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al-Shabaab 
continue to shed blood in various regions 
and to destabilize the countries where they 
are active. As member states of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation, we must 
fight against these terrorist organizations 
with determination.

Turkey always issues the same warning to 
Western countries. We say that there should 
be no distinction among terrorist organiza-
tions. Saying “My terrorist is good and your 
terrorist is bad” means disaster for human-
ity. Since terrorist organizations feed on 
blood and atrocity, they can hit the coun-
tries that support them at any moment.

We see that we need to issue the same 
warning to the member states of this or-
ganization. Muslims need to be on the side 
of justice and right. If people of a certain 
ethnic group or origin have been living in 
an area for a long time, everybody should 
respect this fact. Once you move ethnic or 
sectarian pieces, you cannot tell how wide 
an impact such a move will have or how 
deep its repercussions will go. We cannot 
spend our energy on internal conflicts 
when the Muslim world has so many prob-
lems to solve and so many people to reach 
out to. That would only make our friends 
sad and our enemies happy. None of us has 
the right to act this way. Turkey aims to ful-
fill its duties and responsibilities as presi-
dent with this understanding in mind. 

Esteemed Brothers,

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
can begin to build the infrastructure we 
need to solve our basic problems only if we 
make the right analysis and work produc-
tively. We aim to conduct the activities and 
initiatives within the organization success-
fully. For example, our Directorate General 
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of the Police hosted legal and security ex-
perts from member states on September 
1-2. The draft statute of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation Police Cooperation 
and Coordination Center, the establish-
ment of which was approved during the 
13th Session of the Islamic Summit, was 
discussed in this meeting. Our objective 
is to complete the work on the statute as 
soon as possible and to approve it during 
the 44th Session of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers. When this center opens, the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation will 
have concrete cooperation mechanisms to 
fight against terrorism and cross-border 
organized crime.

The 3rd Ministers for Youth and Sports Con-
ference held in Istanbul on 5-7 October 
was a successful meeting where important 
decisions were taken.

The Standing Committee for Economic 
and Commercial Cooperation (COMCEC), 
which I currently chair, will hold its 32nd 
Ministerial Meeting in Istanbul on 22-24 
November. COMCEC will contribute more 
significantly to economic and commer-
cial relations between Muslim countries 
through its sectoral working groups and 
project finance mechanisms within the 
framework of its new strategy. We will 
ensure that women entrepreneurs bene-
fit from these activities. I believe that the 
world will become more livable and peace-
ful if we can duly integrate women’s intel-

lectual and emotional contributions to de-
cision-making mechanisms.

Women have always supported my politi-
cal life and I have always encouraged them 
to engage in politics. During my tenure as 
Prime Minister and President, I supported 
and continue to support women in all are-
as including in efforts to have greater rep-
resentation of women in parliament, fight-
ing against violence against women, and in 
education and health.

When Turkey held the presidency of the 
G20, we tried to use this platform to ensure 
that women and young people get a bigger 
share of increasing economic wealth. Our 
efforts were successful and Women 20 is 
now on G20’s permanent agenda as the 
sixth engagement group. I believe that we 
will have similar success at the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation. In fact, our 
Minister for Family and Social Policy told 
me that there is now consensus on this 
matter. Now, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation has a women’s commission. 
Congratulations!

During the Istanbul Summit in April, I 
suggested that the organization set up a 
permanent Women’s Council. I hope that 
you, the distinguished Ministers, will ap-
prove the decision to establish this council. 
As the President of the Islamic Summit, I 
would like to express my support to estab-
lishing the Women’s Development Organi-
zation in Cairo as soon as possible.
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I would like to wish success to the 6th Con-
ference on the Role of Women in the De-
velopment of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation Member States. I would like 

to congratulate the organizers once more. I 
salute you with respect and affection. May 
Allah guide your efforts. All the best.
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Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Directors 
of the Turkish Capital Markets Associa-
tion, Esteemed Members of the Business 
Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet all of you with respect and affection.

I hope that the Capital Markets Congress 
will yield beneficial results for our econo-

my, our investors and the world. I would 
like to welcome our guests from abroad to 
Turkey and to Istanbul.

I would like to thank in advance the es-
teemed participants who will contribute to 
this congress on “Strong Capital Markets, 
Strong Turkey” with their assessments, ob-
servations and suggestions.

Our Financial Sector is 
Competing With Usurers in 

Interest Rates 

Capital Markets Congress | İstanbul | November 4, 2016
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I believe that this congress will further en-
hance our efforts to make Istanbul a finan-
cial center. I hope that it will continue in 
the years ahead as a global platform with 
more participants and relevant discussion 
topics. I would like to congratulate the or-
ganizers of this congress.

Distinguished Guests,

The impact of the global financial cri-
sis can still be felt although it occurred 8 
years ago. We have not covered sufficient 
distance in alleviating the unfavorable 
conditions from the crisis and in imple-
menting reforms. Unfortunately, the coun-
tries which caused the crisis are not trying 
hard enough or making enough sacrifices 
to solve the problem. Therefore, the glob-
al economy still has not reached pre-crisis 
growth rates and stability.

When the global financial crisis started, I 
said that it would “hardly touch” Turkey. 
At the time, some took my words lightly. 
In the end, Turkey lived through this crisis 
period with record-breaking growth rates, 
except for the contraction in 2009. The av-
erage annual growth rate was 4.7 percent 
in 2003-2015. Although we had signifi-
cant problems in the past three years, our 
growth rate was still above average. For ex-
ample, our growth rate in 2015 which was 
marked by two consecutive elections and 
serious acts of terrorism was 4 percent. In 
the meantime, average global growth rate 
was 3.1 percent last year and the growth 
rate for developed countries was 2 percent. 
Except for China and India, the developing 

countries grew by approximately 2 per-
cent. We believe that our country’s growth 
rate for this year will be similar to last year. 

Export figures were significantly unfavora-
ble in Turkey last year. Our exports dropped 
by 8.7 percent. However, the global export 
volume decreased by 11 percent last year, 
too. Therefore, Turkey is in a much better 
position than the world, especially Europe. 
What makes Turkey unique is its proxim-
ity to crisis areas such as the Middle East, 
North Africa, the Caucasus and the Black 
Sea. The developments in our neighboring 
countries and in Syria and Iraq in particu-
lar are of great interest to us. Turkey’s pro-
gress towards its targets despite this unsta-
ble environment is praiseworthy.

The coup attempt did not 
interrupt our giant projects 

Esteemed Guests,

Our country’s determination regarding 
infrastructure investments and mega pro-
jects attracts the attention of the world. Al-
though there was a coup attempt this year 
in addition to other unfavorable circum-
stances, we commissioned many globally 
important projects and we are working on 
new projects. On June 30, we inaugurated 
the Osman Gazi Bridge crossing the Izmit 
Gulf, as part of the 9-billion-dollar Istan-
bul-Izmir Highway project. On August 26, 
we inaugurated the Yavuz Sultan Selim 
Bridge, a 3-billion-dollar project which also 
includes a highway and is the third cross-
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ing over the Istanbul Strait. In 2013, we 
inaugurated Marmaray, a mass transporta-
tion rail system crossing under the Bospho-
rus. God willing, next month we will inau-
gurate the Eurasia Tunnel which provides 
a crossing under the Bosphorus Strait for 
vehicles.

The high-speed train projects are also ongo-
ing. In addition to the Ankara-Istanbul and 
Ankara-Konya lines, we will commission 
the Ankara-Sivas, Ankara-Izmir and Bur-
sa-Bilecik lines in 2018. The Kars-Tbilisi 
Railway is complete; we will inaugurate it 
very soon. This will complete the most im-
portant phase of the uninterrupted railway 
project from London to Beijing.

A new project on the agenda is the 1915 
Çanakkale Bridge, the most important 
route in the Tekirdağ-Çanakkale-Balıkesir 
Highway. God willing, the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for this bridge which will 
cost approximately 5.5 billion dollars will 
be on March 18 next year. The Kanal Istan-
bul project will be a unique masterpiece. 
The preparations for this project are also 
ongoing.

The new airport project under construc-
tion in Istanbul will make Turkey num-
ber one in the world in this field. Just the 
construction of the project will cost up to 
12 billion dollars and the state expects to 
make approximately 25 billion dollars in 
25 years. When completed, the airport will 
have an annual capacity of 150 million pas-
sengers. The first phase with a capacity of 
90 million passengers will open in 2018.

City hospitals with a total capacity of 41 
thousand beds and a total investment of 10 
billion dollars will place Turkey in a very 
different position in this sector. 21 city hos-
pitals are in the construction or contract-
ing phase at the moment. We are rapidly 
working on the remaining 8 hospitals out 
of a total of 29 city hospitals.

God willing, we will start opening city hos-
pitals next month. In these hospitals, pa-
tients will not be carried from one building 
to another on gurneys as they used to. All 
treatment will be provided under the same 
roof. We plan to commission all hospitals 
by 2019. Recently, I personally witnessed 
the signing of a 637-million-dollar agree-
ment for the Izmir and Kocaeli City Hospi-
tals as part of a foreign investment project 
totaling 1.1 billion dollars.

We set an example to the world 
with public-private partnership 
projects 

The work on the Sinop and Mersin-Akkuyu 
nuclear power plants continue. Our urban 
transformation projects aim to renew 6.5 
million residences in 20 years. The citizens 
whose homes were damaged in the South-
east and East Anatolia due to terrorism will 
not suffer. We are rapidly building houses 
there. These projects prove that the state 
looks after the people.

All of this work corresponds to approxi-
mately 400 billion dollars. In addition, the 
public and private sectors in Turkey make 
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very large investments in a variety of are-
as. The state and private companies work 
every day to produce more and contribute 
to the growth of our country through new 
projects.

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey also hosts some of the most compre-
hensive and successful public-private part-
nership projects in the world. The OECD 
estimates that the global need for infra-
structure investments until 2030 is at least 
70 trillion dollars. 1.5 trillion dollars per 
year will have to be invested in developing 
countries including Turkey. It is impossible 
to meet such large scale investment needs 
with only the resources of the public sector. 
The private sector needs to be involved, es-
pecially in finance. We put this issue on the 
agenda of the member states during our 
G20 presidency. Our proposal is to execute 
infrastructure projects through public-pri-
vate partnership, as was done in many pre-
vious projects. In this way, the state will 
have the financial power and dynamism 
of the private sector on its side and will be 
able to allocate more resources to other ar-
eas such as social welfare and aid.

Turkey has not had trouble financing its 
investments since it offers attractive op-
portunities to international investors and 
has a strong banking system. We have very 
ambitious targets. We need to think big, we 
cannot think small. We must increase and 
accelerate our investments considerably in 
order to reach our 2023 targets. Therefore, 
we have been working on facilitating ac-

cess to finance for domestic and foreign in-
vestors. However, we have been provoked 
and we faced many obstacles in finding fi-
nancing. For example, they tried to prevent 
the Gulf Crossing Project. At first, global 
capital did not grant loans to this project; 
then, the private financial sector in Turkey 
opposed it. We were able to find financing 
through public banks. Encouraged by the 
loans granted by public banks, the private 
financial sector finally started extending 
credit to many projects. We had a similar 
experience with the airport project.

Let me be clear about one point. First of all, 
we should all support the growth of Turkey. 
It is a mistake to keep one’s money at home 
“under the pillow”. Similarly, it is a mistake 
for the financial sector to keep its money 
in safes and not use it in financial markets. 
A significant part of the money is not the 
financial sector’s own equity. The financial 
sector uses the deposits of citizens. 

The interest rates in Turkey are very high. 
The financial sector offers loans with an in-
terest rate of 15-17 percent. In fact, some 
of them almost compete with usurers. The 
main objective of banks should not be usu-
ry; it should be to develop Turkey. Rather 
than boasting and saying “my bank’s year-
end profits are x”, they should say “we made 
money and we gave x in financial support 
to develop our country”.

How can investors enter the market with 
these interest rates? How can they take 
steps? The money the real sector makes 
goes to interest payments. They cannot 
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make new investments since they are left 
with hardly any profit. The system cannot 
go on as is. Therefore, the capital markets 
need to take a very serious step. In addi-
tion, the financial sector based on partici-
pation must support investors. In this con-
text, the Turkey Wealth Fund we founded 
will increase our national and internation-
al power.

Interest rates in Turkey are still 
very high

The Capital Markets Law which entered 
into force in 2013 contains new methods. 
Investors now have access to many solu-
tions other than banks, such as stocks, se-
curities, bonds, sukuk, real estate invest-
ment trusts, infrastructure investment 
trusts and real estate certificates. We call 
on investors to use these tools in addition 
to or in place of bank loans so that they 
can decrease their interest burden or costs. 
This will help decrease the public sector’s 
financial burden and increase the private 
sector’s productivity.

In the first ten months of the year, the Capi-
tal Markets Board approved the issuance of 
such instruments by companies to the tune 
of 300 billion liras. The companies gener-
ated significant funds through the shares 
they sold in Turkey and abroad. I believe 
that the financing secured through capital 
market instruments will soon exceed the 
total amount of bank loans.

Esteemed Guests,

We also need to pay attention to the bor-
rowing problem which ails companies, 
states and individuals. The whole world 
is suffering from excessive borrowing and 
the pressure from interest rates. For exam-
ple, there are now only two or three Euro-
pean Union member states that meet the 
Maastricht criteria; all of the others are 
debt-ridden.

Turkey’s public debt to national income ra-
tio decreased from 76 percent in 2002 to 
32 percent. Likewise, the ratio of interest 
expenses to the gross domestic product fell 
from 15 percent to less than 3 percent. We 
also reduced the share of interest expenses 
in the budget from 43 percent to 11 per-
cent. However, this is not enough; we are 
trying to reduce it even further.

I know that interest rates in Turkey are still 
very high and I use every opportunity to 
state this fact. I think that capital market 
instruments will make a significant contri-
bution to overcoming high interest rates 
which have become a serious obstacle to 
investments. The global financial system 
based on interest needs a new direction 
based on “conscientious financial” instru-
ments such as sukuk and infrastructure in-
vestment trusts. Making money out of in-
vestments rather than interest rates offers 
not only a conscientious but also a sustain-
able model. I believe that countries which 
fail to focus on these financial instruments 
will not be able to overcome the crisis they 
have been experiencing for many years.
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Turkey has taken significant steps in the 
past 14 years to create a legal infrastruc-
ture that includes measures to protect 
investors. We amended all of the impor-
tant laws and regulations and passed new 
laws in line with our targets. We also took 
measures to increase savings. Today, there 
are 110 billion liras in the pension and in-
vestment funds and 100 billion liras in the 
unemployment fund. The Turkey Wealth 
Fund, which will be founded at the be-
ginning of the year, will hold significant 
resources. The automatic enrollment pen-
sion fund covers approximately 13 million 

people with a value of 100 billion liras per 
year. These developments will ensure that 
we meet our investment needs for long-
term, low-cost financing.

I hope that this congress will discuss these 
issues in great detail today and tomorrow 
and express visionary opinions for the 
public and private sectors.

Once more, I would like to wish success to 
this congress. I salute you with respect and 
affection. All the best.
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Distinguished Heads of State, Distin-
guished Prime Ministers, Distinguished 
Ministers, Distinguished Business People, 
Esteemed Guests,

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly.

I hope that the 16th EXPO and the 20th In-
ternational Business Forum organized by 

the Independent Industrialists and Busi-
nessmen Association will be a great suc-
cess. I would like to welcome all local and 
international guests who are here to attend 
the fair and the business forum. 

I hope that our guests will enjoy Istanbul 
which the poet describes as “a city where 
each neighborhood is more beloved than 

It is Absurd to Make a Nazi 
Analogy

16th MÜSİAD EXPO and 20th International Business Forum 
Congress, İstanbul | November 9, 2016
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life itself ”. This meeting is all the more sig-
nificant for me because it takes place at a 
time when the Turkish state and people are 
engaged in an unprecedented struggle to 
protect democracy and freedoms. I would 
like to express my special thanks to our in-
ternational guests for their support as well 
as their trust and faith in Turkey. 

I commend the activities of MÜSİAD that 
is guided by the principle of “high morals, 
high technology” since the 1990s. MÜSİ-
AD serves as a platform for the problems, 
expectations and opinions of business 
people. Today, MÜSİAD continues to make 
significant contributions to our country 
nationally and internationally with more 
than 11 thousand members represent-
ing 46 thousand enterprises that employ 
1,600,000 people. I congratulate members 
and the Board of MÜSİAD for their dedi-
cation to their country and nation as well 
as for their efforts “to make halal profit” 
instead of “making profits at whatever the 
cost”. I would like to congratulate all partic-
ipants who will contribute to the sessions 
at the business forum and to the activities 
at the fair for their participation, opinions, 
analysis and presentations. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle-
men,

In the last 14 years, Turkey has achieved 
unprecedented success in the economy. For 
example, our average annual growth rate 
was around 4.7 percent between the years 
2003-2015. Despite the many obstacles we 
faced in the last three years, our growth re-

mained considerably higher than the glob-
al average. Annual growth was 4 percent 
in 2015 when two elections were held and 
there were major terrorist attacks. In the 
same period, average global growth was 3.1 
percent and the growth rate for developed 
countries and, with a few exceptions, de-
veloping countries remained at 2 percent. 
Our growth rate in the first half of this year 
reached 3.9 percent. 

The true potential of Turkey can be judged 
not by terrorist attacks or the crises sur-
rounding the country, but by the invest-
ments and projects that are taking place in 
Turkey. I will give you a few recent exam-
ples. As you know, Turkey faced a coup at-
tempt on July 15 this year as well as a num-
ber of attacks by terrorist organizations. 
However, Turkey was nonetheless able to 
inaugurate a number of world-class pro-
jects and prepare for other projects. 

Turkey never fails investors

The Osman Gazi Bridge over the İzmit Bay 
which is part of the highway between Istan-
bul and İzmir was inaugurated on June 30. 
This is a 9-billion-dollar project. On August 
26, Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge which is the 
third bridge adorning the Bosphorus was 
inaugurated. This project has a value of 3 
billion dollars including the highways. The 
rail transportation system Marmaray un-
der the Bosphorus which is one of the most 
important waterways in the world was 
completed in 2013. Next month, we will 
inaugurate the Eurasia Tunnel for vehicle 
traffic under the Bosphorus. 
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Another important project we will inau-
gurate soon is the Kars-Tbilisi railway. The 
opening of this line will revitalize the an-
cient Silk Road and ensure uninterrupted 
rail transportation from London to Beijing. 

We are investing in new projects as we 
complete the projects mentioned above. 
The 1915 Çanakkale Bridge which is part 
of the Tekirdağ-Çanakkale-Balıkesir High-
way is one of our new projects. We plan to 
break ground for this bridge that will cost 
approximately 5.5 billion dollars on March 
18 at the 101st anniversary of the Çanak-
kale Victory. 

We also have the Kanal Istanbul Project 
which, God willing, will be a unique pro-
ject. Kanal Istanbul will be a most coveted 
project. Initial preparations are under way 
for Kanal Istanbul. The new airport in Is-
tanbul is currently being constructed and, 
when finished, it will be the largest airport 
not only in our country but in the world. 
The cost of construction for this project is 
12 billion dollars and the state will receive 
around 25 billion dollars in 25 years from 
this project. We hope to inaugurate the first 
phase of the airport with a capacity of 90 
million passengers in 2018. The airport will 
have a total annual capacity of 150 million 
passengers when completed in 2023. 

Another important project for Turkey is 
City Hospitals with 41 thousand beds and 
an investment value of 10 billion dollars. 
We will start inaugurating these hospitals 
next month. We hope to commission them 
all by 2019. Reforms in the healthcare sec-
tor in Turkey are revolutionary.

We also have ambitious plans in energy. In 
2023, we plan to commission the Mersin 
Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant which is cur-
rently under construction. We collective-
ly inaugurated 158 power stations with a 
total investment value of 5 billion dollars 
two days ago in Ankara. We aim to increase 
our installed capacity of 78,000 MW to 
125,000 MW by 2023. We aim to rebuild 
6.5 million homes in 20 years through ur-
ban transformation projects with an eco-
nomic value of 400 billion dollars. 

The list of investments and projects in Tur-
key is so long that it would take me many 
days to go through it all. My message to 
the business community and our friends 
is as follows: rest assured that this country 
never fails the people and institutions that 
trust, have faith and invest in Turkey. 

Africa is the right destination

Dear Friends,

I see that Africa and Asia have a special 
place in this MÜSİAD forum and fair just 
like in previous fairs and fora. The discus-
sion around the concept of “the east” and 
“the Orient” as a product of self-serving 
Western imagination is an important one. 

We announced 2005 as the year of Africa. 
At that time, we had only 12 embassies in 
Africa. Now, we have 39 embassies. Our 
goal is to have an embassy in every coun-
try in Africa. The business community and 
non-governmental organizations should 
not neglect Africa because we must put an 
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end to the influence of that well-known or-
ganization in Africa. As MÜSİAD, you are 
on the right path in Africa. I ask you to car-
ry on with determination on this path. 

Unfortunately, the West continues to view 
the East through the prism of Oriental-
ism. For many Westerners, someone from 
the East represents dark medieval times, 
backward ideas, primitive habits and 
close-mindedness; the expectations and 
challenges faced in the East which has 
been the cradle of many ancient cultures 
and civilizations have no place in their “val-
ue system”. You are always second class in 
their eyes no matter what you do and how 
far you progress economically, culturally, 
politically and in trade. We have first-hand 
experience of this sad truth in our acces-
sion process to the European Union which 
we have pursued for over half a century de-
spite all kinds of obstacles.

You all see what has been taking place re-
cently. Our judiciary recently took a step 
with respect to the parliamentary arm of 
the separatist terrorists in Kandil. Were 
immunities removed? Yes, they were, and 
not only for those who serve as the polit-
ical arm of the separatists, but for many 
members of parliament from other polit-
ical parties. The judiciary is doing its job. 
In the meantime, did some of these people 
flee to the West? Yes, they did. Who opens 
its doors to these fleeing terrorists? The ad-
ministrators, presidents, prime ministers 
and ministers in the West. I wonder how 
they would react if Turkey had opened its 
doors to their terrorists in the same way? In 

any case, their actions will, one day, have a 
boomerang effect and come back to haunt 
them.

They announce the PKK as a terrorist or-
ganization, but open wide the doors of the 
European Parliament to the members of 
this terrorist organization. How can they 
do this? How can they be so flawed? This 
is so lame! How can we agree with such be-
havior? This is hypocrisy itself. The West 
should be honest and conduct its politics 
accordingly.

Issues not worth mentioning or deemed 
unimportant with regard to other coun-
tries all of a sudden become imperative 
in Turkey’s case. This was most clearly 
observed in the context of the recent visa 
liberalization discussions regarding the 
fight against terror. They are neither em-
barrassed nor ashamed to say that Turkey’s 
accession negotiations with the European 
Union should be reviewed. Well, you are 
late! You may try reviewing accession ne-
gotiations! However, do not postpone your 
decision when you do conduct the review 
and make up your mind. We shall contin-
ue to fight honorably against terrorism. We 
will follow the path of those who fought the 
IRA and Batasuna. 

We invited those members of parliament 
“to act in the political arena”. Did they 
understand our good intentions? They 
did not. They came to the Parliament and 
challenged the state. They say that the ju-
diciary cannot investigate them. Who are 
they? They no longer have immunity and 
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the judiciary has the right to investigate 
them. They will be held accountable for 
their illegal actions. This political arm of 
the terrorists openly challenged us by say-
ing that “the PKK and the PYD are behind 
them”. Now, they can wait in vain for these 
organizations to rescue them. We have no 
terrorist organization supporting us, we 
have Allah and the people. This is what dis-
tinguishes us from them.

They keep testing Turkey’s 
patience

They try to openly prevent Turkey from 
taking measures against terrorism while 
they take any and all steps and introduce 
very strict measures against terrorism. In 
fact, none of this is new. Turkey’s patience 
was tested for half a century during the 
negotiations with the European Union for 
accession. Today, we witness the same ar-
rogant and orientalist attitude regarding 
the refugees and the migration crisis. Do 
you know why the European Union is post-
poning negotiations with Turkey? They say 
that, “There are 3 million asylum seekers 
in Turkey. If Turkey opens the doors when 
the negotiations are complete, where do we 
place 3 million refugees?” This is why the 
negotiations are stalled.

I believe that the attitude towards Syri-
an and African migrants in particular is 
very telling in terms of the true colors of 
the West. For the last 6 years, our Syrian 
brothers have been fighting for their sur-
vival. 600 thousand people lost their lives 

due to state-sponsored terrorism and the 
heinous attacks by terrorist organizations. 
12 million people were displaced. Cities 
with thousands of years of history, librar-
ies, mosques and hospitals are in ruins. 
So-called Western values such as human 
rights, democracy and freedom have not 
even been mentioned in Europe since the 
beginning of the Syrian crisis. Syrian peo-
ple were abandoned in their plight for free-
dom. For 6 years now, Syrians have been 
left at the mercy of a regime which does 
not hesitate to use all kinds of weapons, 
including chemical weapons, on its people, 
revels in these actions, and turns a blind 
eye to the suffering of children.

Western conscience that purportedly tries 
to teach us a lesson in human rights and de-
mocracy did not shed a single tear for the 
tens of thousands of people who were lost 
in the dark waters of the Mediterranean 
and the Aegean in recent years. Those who 
miserably failed the refugees who were 
abased, degraded and exploited when they 
managed to reach Europe roar like to lion 
to our face. They liken us to the Nazis! They 
have no shame and are completely oblivi-
ous to the irony of their position. They do 
not care to look at the blood in their hands 
and turn a blind eye to the plight of the 
refugees. You are the Nazis! They go even 
further and shamelessly say that they will 
embrace “political asylum seekers” whoev-
er they may be. 

First of all, let me stress that Nazism as an 
ideology emerged in the West, not in the 
East, and caused vast devastation. The or-
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igin of the idea of massacring masses be-
cause of their beliefs or origin comes from 
the West, not the East. Our ancestors ex-
tended a helping hand to those who were 
expelled by the West for these inhuman 
reasons. Drawing an analogy between Tur-
key and the Nazis at a time when Neo-Na-
zis are rearing their ugly heads in Europe 
and racist political parties are becoming 
mainstream can only be characterized as 
absurd. Those who still have not account-
ed for the lives of our citizens who were 
burned to death at Solingen and summar-
ily covered up many crimes as “Doner Kill-
ings” cannot malign us like this. 

Welcome terror victims, not 
terrorists

Dear Friends,

Some in Europe say that they are “ready to 
welcome anyone who arrives as a political 
asylum seeker”. If so, we appeal to them 
to do some good and, instead of welcom-
ing terrorists, welcome as political asylum 
seekers the Syrians who are being perse-
cuted for the last 6 years and the Africans 
who are suffering. If you have sufficient re-
sources to welcome even the terrorists, why 
then do you shut your doors to refugees 
and subject them to inhuman treatment at 
your borders? If you are to host someone in 
your country, do not host the terrorists, but 
their victims. Those who receive the terror-
ists fleeing Turkey and lend credibility to 
villains certainly have the means to host a 
few million refugees. 

We know their true colors and aims. We 
know that they do not care at all about the 
suffering of the people in Africa, Asia and 
the Middle East. Their only aim is to make 
life difficult for Turkey, to create trouble 
for Turkey. There is no other way to explain 
the irony in hosting the supporters of ter-
rorists in palaces while refusing to provide 
for the downtrodden who arrive at their 
door step. Meanwhile, the accomplices of 
the terrorists who make a habit of howling 
at others in their own countries are proba-
bly humbled and proud to be hosted in Eu-
ropean palaces. 

These gentlemen get upset when we point 
to this Western hypocrisy and inconsisten-
cy. You should know that those who criti-
cize us make no mention of the more than 
800 security personnel and 300 civilians 
killed by the PKK since July last year or the 
thousands who were injured. They have no 
empathy for the imam who was massacred 
as he was going to morning prayer or my 
Kurdish brothers who were blown apart 
with a bomb weighing 15 tons or for the 
15-year-old Yasin Börü who was martyred 
while he was distributing meat during 
the religious holiday. They never discuss 
the politicians who were killed with their 
children watching. These same circles also 
refrain from acknowledging the serious 
threat that Turkey faced on July 15 or men-
tioning the hundreds who were martyred 
and thousands who were injured. 

However, the very same circles rise up 
when the politicians who support these 
murderers are held accountable by courts 
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of law. Those who are unhappy about the 
operations against the coup plotters have 
no qualms about hosting members of that 
organization in their countries. Those who 
choose to side with terror and the terror-
ists instead of democracy and law should 
know that they are destined for a bitter end 
because insidious means do not lead to a 
virtuous end.

God willing, we will overcome this obsta-
cle, too. But when they find themselves suf-
fering in the hands of terrorists, there will 
be no one extending a helping hand. 

Akif says:

“I am compassionate to the bone,

Ready to be whipped and kicked to ease 
your pain.

I can’t say never mind, I do mind!

I’ll crush and be crushed to uphold justice.”

Yes, we, too, shall pay no heed to injustice, 
treachery or betrayal and will continue to 
fight no matter the consequences. 

I am worried about what is 
taking place in Europe

Dear Friends,

We are deeply worried about the fact that 
the European Institutions and Western 
countries in general are moving away from 
the very values that ensured their securi-

ty and prosperity. Since the Europeans are 
worried about what transpires in Turkey, I 
would like to respond in kind and say that 
the developments in Europe are worri-
some to us. This is because Europe is on the 
wrong path. Nothing is omnipotent in this 
world and nothing exists in isolation. 

Like the current challenges to the east and 
south of our country, any future crisis in 
the West would be a cause of great con-
cern for our country since we have very 
close ties to the West. First and foremost, 
millions of our kin and Muslims live in the 
Balkans and Europe. Their social, cultural, 
political and economic issues are our own. 
In addition, almost half of Turkey’s exports 
are sent to the eurozone. In other words, 
we have strong economic ties that are irre-
placeable and very important to Turkey. 

Therefore, we are very frank with respect 
to our concerns, observations and sugges-
tions regarding the European Union and 
the West. We do not make-believe or en-
gage in hypocrisy. We express our objec-
tion to “supporting terrorism under the 
guise of democracy” because we believe in 
a common future and common interests. It 
is with this understanding that we will con-
tinue to speak the truth.

MÜSİAD and similar organizations and 
business people in Turkey and around 
the world have important responsibilities 
in this regard. We must explain ourselves 
everywhere we go and disseminate this un-
derstanding. Since we are all on the same 
boat, we must engage in this effort jointly. 
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Dear Brothers,

As you know, there was an election in the 
United States where Republicans won 
against the Democrats who were in of-
fice for two consecutive terms. This was 
the choice of the American people and it 
signals the beginning of a new era in the 
United States. I hope that the choice of the 
American people will result in positive de-
velopments in terms of fundamental rights 
and freedoms, democracy and develop-

ments in our region. On behalf of myself 
and my nation, I hope that the choice of the 
American people will bode well for us all. 

With these thoughts, I would like to, once 
again, wish all the best to the 16th EXPO 
and 20th International Business Forum of 
MÜSİAD. I would also like to express my 
thanks to the Board of MÜSİAD and every-
one involved in the organization. I salute 
you all with respect and affection. All the 
best.



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

81

Distinguished Speaker of the National Par-
liament, Distinguished Speaker of the Sen-
ate, Distinguished Members of the Nation-
al Parliament and Senate, Dear Brothers,

I would like to greet you wholehearted-
ly on behalf of myself, my delegation, my 
country and my nation. I would like to con-
vey heartfelt greetings from Turkey. Once 
again, I would like to express my best wish-

es, affection and respect for our brothers 
and sisters in Pakistan. 

I had the pleasure of addressing a joint 
session of the National Parliament and the 
Senate during my visit to your country in 
2012. It gives me great pleasure to meet 
you four and a half years later under the 
same roof to address your Parliament, the 
symbol of your national will. 

We Must Unite as Muslims 
Against Those Who Try to 

Divide Us

Joint Session of the National Parliament and Senate of Pakistan
Islamad | Pakistan | November 17, 2016
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Pakistan successfully combines democracy 
with its national values and constitutes a 
significant example for the Islamic world. 
I would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate you for this achievement.

Dear Brothers,

The relations between Turkey and Pakistan 
are much more than routine diplomatic 
contacts between any two countries. We 
are truly two brotherly countries, not just 
in words, but also in deeds. The bond of 
friendship and love between our people is 
so strong that we rejoice with our brothers 
from Pakistan when they are happy and 
share their grief when they are sad. We also 
know that these feelings are mutual. This 
understanding has always guided us in our 
relations throughout history. 

We both cherish Jalaluddin Rumi who was 
born to this vast geography and revealed 
his inspiration and wisdom from Anato-
lia to the rest of the world. One need not 
travel too far in time to affirm the depth of 
our friendship; remembering the develop-
ments in the last century alone will do. We 
never forget that thousands of our brothers 
from Pakistan came to our aid during the 
Battle of Çanakkale despite facing many 
hardships themselves. Your support and 
solidarity during our War of Independence 
is forever etched in our memory. Modern 
Turkey owes a lot to many Pakistani he-
roes such as Abdurrahman Peshaveri who 
arrived to help the Ottomans during the 
Balkan War, stayed on to fight in the Bat-
tle of Çanakkale and the War of Independ-

ence, and continued to toil and sweat for 
our country after the establishment of 
the Republic. Such was Abdurrahman Pe-
shaveri’s dedication that when his mother 
called him back home, he said, “I cannot. 
Not when Anatolia is under occupation.” 
To our mind, Muhammad İqbal and Meh-
met Akif are the same; both are the poets of 
our independence and future. 

Similarly, we never forget that we received 
great support and help from our Pakistani 
brothers during the earthquake in 1999. Pa-
kistan declared a day of mourning in 2014 
after the mine disaster in Soma. We shared 
your grief deep in our hearts and declared 
a day of mourning in Turkey when tens of 
students lost their lives in Peshawar after a 
heinous terrorist attack in December 2015. 
Our strong ties have withstood the test of 
time and remain vibrant as ever, making 
the relations between Turkey and Pakistan 
a special one. God willing, we shall extend 
this spirit of solidarity and brotherhood to 
the rest of the world.

Pakistan stood with the Turkish 
people on July 15

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

I would like to underline that the govern-
ment, parliament and people of Pakistan 
were the first to stand with Turkey in the 
aftermath of the July 15 coup attempt. In 
this context, we welcomed the unanimous 
decision of your Parliament to support us. 
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The visit to Turkey in August by a delega-
tion of parliamentarians from Pakistan 
representing a broad political spectrum 
gave us strength in our fight against this 
terrorist organization. 

Pakistan’s stance against the July 15 coup 
attempt perpetrated by the Fethullah Ter-
rorist Organization (FETÖ) shows that Pa-
kistan stands with the Turkish nation in 
this Second War of Independence. Thank 
you and may Allah protect our solidarity 
into eternity. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my gratitude once again.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
state that FETÖ is a terrorist organization 
with blood on its hands. FETÖ constitutes 
a threat not only to Turkey, but to all coun-
tries where it operates. 

In a statement to the Egyptian press, the 
ringleader of this organization claims to 
be the “Imam of the Universe”. Where does 
this person who leads this organization 
that is active in 170 countries reside? In 
Pennsylvania. What does he do? He is man-
aging world affairs from Pennsylvania. 

This organization poisons people under 
the guise of education, dialog and toler-
ance. Its ringleader can establish an in-
terfaith dialog with the Vatican. How can 
there be such an interfaith dialog? What is 
the manner in which such dialog between 
Islam and other religions is foreseen? How 
is this possible? This person is trying to do 
it in his own way. 

In fact, members of this organization went 
so far as to say that this charlatan in Penn-
sylvania “is closer to us than our jugular 
vein”. In the Quran, Allah says, “I am closer 
to you than your jugular vein.” Therefore, 
it is only Allah and no other who is closer 
than the jugular vein. This organization 
dares to play God and commits heresy. 

I wholeheartedly believe that this terrorist 
organization will be wiped out in Pakistan 
as soon as possible before they hurt our 
brothers. I consider the most recent deci-
sions in this regard by the Pakistani gov-
ernment to be very appropriate and thank 
them for the strong support they extend to 
us in our fight against FETÖ. I firmly be-
lieve that we must expand our solidarity 
and cooperation against terrorist organiza-
tions.

Westerns countries are behind 
terrorists

Terrorist organizations such as Al-Qaeda 
and its offshoot Daesh harm only Muslims 
and serve as a tool in the war against Islam. 
As Turkey, we are waging a war against 
Daesh. We will not give up this fight be-
cause this organization has nothing to 
do with Islam. Greatest damage to Islam 
comes from none other than the terrorists. 
These terrorists ruthlessly massacre peo-
ple whereas killing innocent people is the 
greatest sin in our religion. 

But who stands with these terrorists? Cur-
rently, the West stands with Daesh. The 
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weapons captured from the terrorists are 
Western. Who do they massacre? Muslims, 
of course. Which countries are divided? 
Countries like Syria, Iraq, Libya and Af-
ghanistan.

In addition, these terrorist groups are driv-
ing a wedge between Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. Is Pakistan fighting terror? Yes. Is ter-
ror eradicated? No. Did Turkey eradicate 
terrorism? No. We, too, continue to fight. 
We fight not only Daesh, but also the PKK, 
PYD and YPG. These organizations receive 
all of their weapons from the West. I point 
out to these facts at every opportunity. I 
will continue to do so because a Muslim 
must not allow himself to be stung from 
the same hole twice.

We must eliminate these packs of murder-
ers who have no craft other than spilling 
the blood of Muslims as soon as possible 
from the Islamic world and everywhere 
else. Otherwise, there will be no peace for 
Turkey, Pakistan, the Islamic world or for 
mankind as a whole. If we, as members of 
this holy religion, do not cooperate to solve 
our problems, we will fail to pull Muslims 
out of this deplorable situation. 

Islam is the religion of unity and oneness. 
We are proud to be the followers of Islam 
which aims for goodness to prevail over 
evil in the world. Therefore, Muslims must 
stand up to persecution, unfairness and 
injustice irrespective of the location or 
identity of the perpetrator to live up to the 
teachings of their religion. Only in this way 
may we become the benevolent ummah as 
ordained by Allah. 

Terrorist organizations try to create fertile 
ground for themselves by fomenting exist-
ing divisions between Muslims. We must 
remove all means of such exploitation by 
eliminating the causes of these divisions 
such as rampant sectarianism and ethnic 
discrimination in Muslim societies, so that 
Muslims may extricate themselves from 
current ills. Do we have sectarianism in our 
religion? No. You may be a member of any 
sect; it is only a matter of interpretation. 
More important is the fact that Islam is our 
overarching faith above and beyond sects. 
We must unite under this true religion. We 
must fight together against those who aim 
to transform the Islamic world into a geog-
raphy besieged by divisions, defeatism, se-
dition, hate and ignorance. As Muhammad 
İqbal said; “Unity of thinking without unity 
of action is useless.” 

Together, let us clear the way for 
the Islamic world

Turkey and Pakistan are two countries 
with the potential to act and show global 
leadership on this issue because of their 
geographical location and the legacy of the 
ancient civilizations they represent. We 
take all necessary risks on this subject and 
do not shy away from struggle. We speak 
about the humanitarian crises in our re-
gion and the injustice around the world 
on every platform and suggest solutions to 
these issues. 

In addition, we show solidarity with our 
brothers through humanitarian and de-
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velopment aid projects as well as political 
and military support as required. We shall 
carry on with these efforts until we prevent 
the unfair spilling of every single Muslim’s 
blood in the world. We offer to clear this 
path before the Islamic world in collabora-
tion with our brothers from Pakistan. 

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

Our countries share common values, have 
long-standing ties and support each other 
on regional and international issues. We 
have taken significant strides in recent 
years to further enhance our relations. 
High-level bilateral contacts contribute 
significantly to the development and flour-
ishing of our relations in every area. In this 
context, I would like to underline the criti-
cal importance of inter-parliamentary con-
tacts in bolstering relations between the 
politicians and people from both countries. 
Last night I met the President and today 
I had a meeting with the Prime Minister. 
These meetings gave us the opportunity to 
discuss existing and prospective steps re-
garding our bilateral relations. I am of the 
opinion that we shall take significant steps 
forward as a result of our ongoing cooper-
ation and the High-Level Strategic Coun-
cil Meeting. God willing, our goal is to in-
crease our trade volume to 1 billion dollars 
as soon as possible. Future development in 
Turkey and Pakistan must move forward 
on a win-win basis as a result of the steps 
we must take in the political, military, eco-
nomic, cultural and energy spheres. 

We must ensure the continuation of the 
close dialog that exists between our parlia-
ments in the future. We must also enhance 
our cooperation in trade and investments. 
The High-Level Strategic Council that was 
established in 2009 between Turkey and 
Pakistan provides an institutional frame-
work for our relations. We were able to 
cover significant distance in a short time 
as a result of the 51 agreements and docu-
ments signed within the scope of the work 
of the Council. However, we must do more. 
We must initiate new projects and partner-
ships to create employment opportunities 
for our people.

Turkey and Pakistan both have great po-
tential. We must not allow obstacles to pre-
vent us from fully exploiting this potential. 
We must remain firmly committed to our 
partnership in order to deepen our cooper-
ation in healthcare, defense, investments 
and infrastructure investments.

In addition, Turkey is supporting our Pa-
kistani brothers through cooperation pro-
jects focusing on development. The imme-
diate arrival of the Turkish Red Crescent 
and other humanitarian organizations 
from Turkey after the recent floods in 2010 
is a testament to the strength of the solidar-
ity between our nations.

In addition, “Turkey Scholarships” in un-
dergraduate, graduate and doctoral studies 
allow our country to benefit from the expe-
rience of Pakistani students and contribute 
to the qualified workforce in Pakistan. In 
this context, the memorandum of under-
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standing to be signed next month between 
the Turkish Council of Higher Education 
and its counterpart in Pakistan to offer doc-
toral studies to 500 students from Pakistan 
every year is also of great value.

The coordination office of the Turkish Co-
operation and Coordination Agency TİKA 
is involved in many important projects on 
development aid. God willing, these pro-
jects will continue to be implemented in 
many areas in the future.

Distinguished Speakers, Esteemed Mem-
bers of Parliament, 

Enhancing cooperation between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan based on good neighborly 
relations is important to us. Such coopera-
tion is necessary for peace and security in 
the region as well as for the realization of 
the economic potential of the region and 
important infrastructure projects.

It is unconscionable to see that the Kash-
mir conflict has not been resolved for the 
last 70 years. We follow developments very 
closely and emphasize the importance and 
urgency of reaching an agreement, espe-
cially in light of the recent developments 
in Kashmir. We are aware of the difficulties 
and suffering of our brothers in Kashmir 
and remain deeply concerned about the es-
calation of tensions. 

The international community must strive 
harder to resolve this political and human-
itarian conflict in a fair manner. We hope 
that the Kashmir conflict may be resolved 
through direct dialog between India and 
Pakistan and by taking into consideration 
the demands of the people living in the re-
gion. Turkey stands ready to do its utmost 
in this regard.

With these thoughts, I would like to end my 
remarks and thank you once again for the 
hospitality extended to me. I affectionately 
salute you all with respect. May the mercy 
and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
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Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, Es-
teemed Members of Parliament, Ladies 
and Gentlemen,

I respectfully greet you.

I am honored to host you in our country 
on the occasion of the 62nd Annual General 

Assembly of the NATO Parliamentary As-

sembly. Welcome to Turkey and the beau-

tiful city of Istanbul where continents and 

civilizations meet. I hope that this meeting 

which ends today will contribute to peace, 

stability and cooperation for our countries, 

region and mankind. 

NATO Must Stand With Us in Our 
Fight Against Terrorism

NATO-PA 62nd Annual General Assembly Closing Session
İstanbul | November 21, 2016
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Distinguished Guests,

We face new global challenges and threats. 
Terrorism and climate change are at the 
top of this list. At the same time, xenopho-
bia and Islamophobia have far reaching 
consequences that transcend borders. To-
day, we cannot afford to believe that fire 
will not spill over from its source; sooner 
or later its flames and smoke will engulf 
us. Institutions must take stock of their 
own position as threats become more glob-
al and the balance of power shifts. We need 
more comprehensive platforms to trans-
late opportunities into achievements while 
addressing threats and eliminating them.

As a well-established mechanism for parlia-
mentary diplomacy, NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly has been guided by these goals 
for more than 60 years. Consultations be-
tween parliamentarians from NATO-PA 
countries add dynamism to intergovern-
mental relations. In addition, these meet-
ings play a significant role in achieving the 
goals of the Alliance. We need more dialog 
and cooperation to deal with the growing 
complexities of security issues.

Today, we have in this room representa-
tives from 28 member states of NATO as 
well as representatives of the associate and 
partner countries and observers from the 
Balkans, the Caucasus, the Middle East 
and the Far East. This broad participation 
is a clear expression of our desire to create 
new partnerships out of our differences 
and a testament to our common perspec-

tive based on shared interests. Your pres-
ence here is also a reflection of the trans-
formation in NATO in the aftermath of the 
Cold War. More importantly, I consider this 
gathering as a rehearsal where we test our 
ability to act together and in solidarity with 
each other. 

As NATO members and observers, we 
must emerge from these difficult times by 
strengthening the rule of law, justice and 
fundamental human values for our sake as 
well as for the sake of the world. Otherwise, 
the emerging imbalance will be the bearer 
of very bad news for us all. Therefore, we 
must work harder than ever to equip NATO 
with the right perspective and appropriate 
power to tackle global tasks. 

Turkish democracy proved its 
mettle once again on July 15

Distinguished Guests,

The fact that the 62nd General Assembly of 
the NATO Parliamentary Assembly is held 
in Istanbul is a message in itself. It is sig-
nificant that you meet in Istanbul at a time 
when important developments in Syria, 
Iraq, Ukraine and Libya continue to draw 
the world’s attention to the region around 
Turkey. Turkey has had to deal with these 
crises that are high on NATO’s agenda on 
a daily basis. We must make sure that this 
meeting sends a signal refuting the impres-
sion that we are indifferent to the crises 
that are at the top of the global agenda.
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At the NATO Summit in Warsaw in July, 
critical decisions regarding the security 
of the Alliance were made. The NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly Session in Tirana in 
May was an important occasion for consul-
tation between the delegates in preparation 
for the Warsaw Summit. I believe that the 
impetus from Warsaw is further strength-
ened with the debate and discussions tak-
ing place in Istanbul. We should not for-
get that NATO was never solely a defense 
organization established against common 
threats. NATO has been a security platform 
convening states that believe in democratic 
ideals and must maintain this character.

Distinguished Guests,

This meeting is also special because it is 
held in a country that showed its dedica-
tion to democracy when its people risked 
their lives on the night of July 15. A histor-
ic, unprecedented and victorious struggle 
for democracy took place on the night of 
July 15 in Turkey. That night, Turkey and 
the rest of the world witnessed a new form 
of terrorism and a new method of fighting 
against it. Turkish people from all walks of 
life with different political views took to 
the streets on the night of July 15 to protect 
their independence and future by standing 
up to the putschists. The terrorists who 
treacherously bombed the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey faced the strongest re-
sponse from the elected representatives of 
our beloved people when members of par-
liament from all political parties showed 
great solidarity and stayed in the parlia-

ment even as they were bombed. The me-
dia did not stop broadcasting under very 
difficult circumstances and communicated 
our message of unity and solidarity to the 
people.

Turkish democracy proved its mettle once 
again for the whole world to see on the 
night of July 15. If I and my fellow minis-
ters and members of parliament are here 
with you today, it is because of the epic 
struggle of our nation on that night. Our 
biggest responsibility to our beloved na-
tion that lost 248 of its own on that night 
while defending democracy is to ensure 
that we purge the FETÖ terrorist organi-
zation from the state and society. For this 
purpose, we have been fighting against the 
bloody FETÖ terrorist organization with 
great determination since July 15. 

We declared a state of emergency on July 
21 in accordance with the Turkish Consti-
tution. We are taking all necessary meas-
ures to purge the remnants of the putsch-
ists and to defeat terrorist organizations. 
This process derives its mandate from the 
constitution and aims to protect democra-
cy and the rule of law without infringing on 
fundamental rights and freedoms. I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude to our friends who sent messages 
of solidarity to support us after the coup at-
tempt on July 15. 

We must fight together against 
terrorist organizations 
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Threats emanating from terrorist organi-
zations are directed at all of us. Therefore, 
our response must be unified. The support 
that you extend to Turkey will contribute 
to our efforts regarding the fight against 
the terrorist organization which targets 
our common security. We rely on your sup-
port for fighting against organizations that 
have ties to FETÖ. In the same way, we look 
forward to receiving your support against 
all other terrorist organizations such as 
Daesh and the PKK that attack our com-
mon values. We ask you to prevent mem-
bers of terrorist organizations from acting 
freely, engaging in propaganda, recruiting 
militants and extorting money by threats 
in your countries. 

Secretary General of NATO Mr. Stoltenberg 
showed NATO’s solidarity with our coun-
try when he visited Turkey in September. 
It was also important for us to host eight 
international parliamentary assemblies 
during the Democracy and Solidarity Sum-
mit organized under the auspices of the 
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly 
in September.

However, I have to say that Turkey needs 
stronger support from you in the fight 
against terrorism. Countries that remain 
ambivalent vis-à-vis terrorist organizations 
will eventually suffer the consequences in 
their own territory. I recommend that you 
pay heed to Turkey’s warnings because we 
experienced terrorism in different ways 

and forms throughout our history. Our ex-
perience comes at the cost of tens of thou-
sands of lives of our citizens and security 
personnel. In particular, I would like to 
sincerely appeal to countries that take ter-
rorist organizations under their wing for 
their short-term interests to pay heed to 
Turkey’s calls. 

I would like to clearly repeat that we have 
no interest in any territory, nor we do have 
an issue with the sovereignty of others. All 
we try to do is to nip terrorism in the bud in 
light of our previous experience. Turkey is 
like a wall between Europe and the rest of 
the world on one side and terrorist organi-
zations on the other. If we fail and this wall 
comes down, terrorists will flood the world 
to spread their fire and kill people. We say 
that we should strengthen this wall, not 
weaken it. Support to Turkey in fighting 
against terrorism contributes to safeguard-
ing the future of your countries. We invite 
our allies to consider this point of view. 

Dear Friends,

NATO, which we have been a member of 
since 1952, must prove that it is equipped 
to effectively meet the challenges of the 
21st century. When the Cold War came to 
an end, some circles predicted the end of 
NATO’s mission. However, NATO adapted 
to the changing environment after the end 
of the Cold War and initiated a new process 
as a result of a comprehensive transforma-
tion. 
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NATO is active in a vast geography today 
from the Balkans to Afghanistan, North 
Africa and the Baltics, and contributes to 
international security and stability. Tur-
key, with the second largest army in NATO, 
was an indispensable part of Euro-Atlantic 
security during the Cold War. In the new 
era, Turkey provides strong political and 
military support to maintain internation-
al peace. Many of the security crises that 
are of interest to the world and NATO take 
place in our geography. NATO as a collec-
tive entity and all NATO members and ob-
servers individually should support Tur-
key in dealing with these crises. 

As you know, we were at the forefront of ef-
forts to find a political solution to the Syr-
ian crisis from the very beginning. In the 
same way, we did not shy away from what 
we considered to be our responsibility in 
face of the deteriorating humanitarian 
conditions in Syria. We opened our doors 
to approximately 3 million Syrians who 
fled the conflict in their country and host-
ed them. 

Europe failed the asylum 
seekers

In addition, we did not leave the hundreds 
of thousands of Syrians on the other side 
of the border to starve and die; we provid-
ed emergency humanitarian aid to them. 
The fact that Turkey had the wherewithal 
to shoulder this burden protected interna-
tional organizations. Europe’s response to 

this crisis is in plain sight; they panicked 
with the rising prospect of an influx of 
refugees. Some said that they could “take 
100 asylum seekers” while others said 
“200-300”. Such was their absurd response. 
No country showed the humanitarian re-
sponse and attitude of Turkey. We held our 
doors wide open to people fleeing bombs. 
Why? Because to us, all our brothers are 
human first.

Those who shed crocodile tears when the 
lifeless baby bodies of Aylan and Omran 
washed up on shore remain ambivalent to-
day. Turkey’s policy with respect to Syrian 
refugees is, most definitely, a far cry from 
Western policy. We feel their pain in our 
hearts and act in face of this humanitarian 
drama. It is a pity that we are left on our 
own to shoulder the burden of this human-
itarian crisis. 

I must make something clear here. Coun-
tries that are implicated should not be of-
fended; friends always speak the truth. Do 
you know that the organizations we de-
clare to be terrorists in Iraq and Syria have 
weapons made by our friends? We have all 
relevant information about these weapons 
including their serial numbers. Unfortu-
nately, countries in question do not take 
notice when we bring this up. 

Turkey can feel the pulse of the region. We 
know its history because we have common 
historical and cultural ties with the region. 
You all know the situation in Aleppo. We 
all know who hit Aleppo. However, does 
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the West know that people in Aleppo have 
relatives in Gaziantep and Kilis? We are 
that close. That is why we share their grief. 
Others who are not in danger only watch 
events on television and lament. 

It is a sad state of affairs to have been left 
on our own to shoulder the burden of the 
humanitarian crises. It sets a bad example 
for the future. Our people are understand-
ably angry and frustrated because of this 
situation. On the other hand, we try to 
provide military, political, social and hu-
manitarian support to Iraq against Daesh 
as this country faces one of the biggest 
security crises in its history. We will con-
tinue to fight against the scourge of terror-
ism that feeds on the political vacuum and 
sectarian polarization that was inflamed 
by short-sighted administrations in Syria 
and Iraq. Turkey has paid a high price in 
the fight against Daesh, more than any oth-
er country, but we also achieved concrete 
results. All terrorist organizations along 
the border threatened us. Turkey entered 
Syria with the Free Syrian Army to remove 
these threats. I hope that the United States 
and other countries and all international 
organizations work to eradicate terrorism 
in the future. This will ensure that, as a 
NATO member, Turkey will not face a ter-
rorist threat in the region. 

Furthermore, we have been taking effec-
tive measures to prevent foreign terrorist 
fighters from travelling to crisis regions. 

We supported a solution respecting territo-
rial integrity in Ukraine, regarding the se-
rious crisis there. We closely follow human 
rights violations in Crimea where we have 
strong historical ties. Crimea is like a part 
of us.

We have achieved good impetus in our 
relations with Russia during the normal-
ization process after the incident on No-
vember 24. This development will have a 
positive impact on solutions for regional 
issues and the fight against terrorism. 

We lead a number of important regional 
initiatives to help address the challenges in 
Afghanistan. We took on important roles in 
ISAF to ensure security and stability in this 
country. We continue to provide support to 
Afghanistan through Operation Resolute 
Support. We made significant contribu-
tions to the development and rebuilding of 
Afghanistan in 800 projects with a value of 
1 billion dollars since 2001. 

There are many other examples of con-
structive efforts carried out by Turkey to 
contribute to regional peace and stability. 
Turkey will continue to actively engage in 
similar regional policies and cooperation 
initiatives to ensure regional and interna-
tional security.

United Nations remains 
ineffective during crises
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Distinguished Guests,

When I speak of international peace and 
security, I feel compelled to mention the 
need to restructure the United Nations to 
ensure its international legitimacy. 

In fact, the United Nations has led a num-
ber of important initiatives in recent years. 
For example, the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development was adopted. The Paris 
Agreement hailed as a milestone in fighting 
climate change was signed. The first ever 
World Humanitarian Summit was hosted 
in Istanbul to emphasize our common will 
to undertake responsibility for building a 
common future for all. We were honored 
to host this first ever global humanitarian 
summit after our presidency of the G20.

However, these positive developments do 
not change the fact that the United Nations 
has failed to act effectively in many crisis 
situations, especially in Syria. The immi-
nent task before us is to restructure the 
United Nations to make it more effective 
in dealing with crises.

Mr. Ban Ki-moon in his capacity as Secre-
tary General undertook various initiatives 
with regard to United Nations reform in 
general and peacekeeping missions in par-
ticular. We had a close working relation-
ship with the Secretary General in the con-
text of the many initiatives we undertook. 
In this context, I refer specifically to the 
“Group of Friends of Mediation” launched 
with Finland and the “Alliance of Civiliza-
tions” launched with Spain. 

We acknowledge that our efforts to ensure 
international peace and security will not be 
fulfilled unless the United Nations Securi-
ty Council, as the body chiefly responsible 
for ensuring this outcome, is restructured. 
I would like reiterate the need to restruc-
ture representation at the Security Council 
to reflect the current state of affairs in the 
world. This is what we refer to when we say 
“The world is bigger than 5”. We will keep 
repeating this message. 

It is no longer possible to manage the sit-
uation today with a structure that was 
shaped according to the balance that exist-
ed in the aftermath of World War II. A deci-
sion by any single country cannot hold the 
world to ransom; all 196 countries should 
have a say. All countries must have pow-
er at the United Nations. The decision by 
five - or one - of the permanent members 
should not be binding for the whole world. 
The current structure does not represent 
human rights and is not capable of safe-
guarding these rights. We must enforce a 
system which takes into account geograph-
ical distribution as well as the distribution 
of population and faith; it must also hold 
members of the Security Council account-
able for their actions. It is our collective 
responsibility to ensure the broadest pos-
sible consensus on reform that will make 
the Security Council more democratic, fair, 
transparent and effective.
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Dear Friends, 

These are difficult times for the interna-
tional community. However, I do not be-
lieve our problems to be insurmountable. 
So long as we act together based on our 
common goals and in solidarity with each 
other, we can stand tall against these chal-
lenges no matter how complicated they 
may be. In fact, we owe it to the countries 
we represent and the community of na-
tions that make up the international com-

munity to succeed. Our biggest responsibil-
ity is to our children, to future generations. 
We must overcome these challenges and 
problems so that they can live in a peaceful 
world.

I hope that this meeting organized in Tur-
key will yield beneficial results for the 
Alliance, partner and associate countries 
as well as mankind. I wish you success in 
your future endeavors and salute you with 
respect. All the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Secre-
tary General, Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, My Dear Brothers, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you.

I salute you all wholeheartedly with af-
fection and respect as I declare open the 
32nd Ministerial Session of the Standing 
Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation. As Chairman of the COM-
CEC, I would like to welcome all our guests 
to Turkey and the beloved city of Istanbul 
where continents and civilizations meet. I 
am pleased to host you in Istanbul, the city 

We Must Put an End to the 
Exploitation of Our Countries

32nd COMCEC Meeting | İstanbul | November 23, 2016
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that was home to Prophet Yusha, Ayyub 
Al-Ansari and Sultan Mehmet the Con-
queror.

We are here today to share a heavy bur-
den. We are gathered today in Istanbul to 
provide at least some hope to the millions 
of people around the world who belong to 
different religions, sects and ethnicities. 
At a time when hearts have grown numb 
and eyes are blinded with money and am-
bition, we meet here today to show that it 
is possible for everyone to win if we share. 
As representatives of the Islamic world, we 
are here to show that a world with more 
fairness, peace and prosperity is possible. 
We are here to provide a better future for 
our children. Since “he who consults is re-
warded with the best possible outcome”, 
we are here to speak of our issues direct-
ly from our hearts. I pray to Allah that our 
meeting will result in a productive discus-
sion that will facilitate the resolution of 
the many problems facing our ummah and 
mankind as a whole. I extend my thanks to 
all my brothers and guests who will con-
tribute to the discussions with their ideas 
and criticism.

Dear Friends, 

The world, especially the region that we 
are in, has been facing political, social and 
economic turmoil for a long time. Our time 
is characterized with major changes in 
global fault lines as they move, branch out 
and convulse in different directions and, 
in some cases, create major upheavals that 
shake countries like Syria, Iraq, Libya and 
Yemen. We are all impacted by this critical 
process in one way or another. 

Muslims bear the burden of the 
world on their shoulders

In fact, almost all of the crises on the global 
political agenda today take place in Islam-
ic countries. It is as if we, Muslims, bear 
the whole burden of the world. Palestinian 
children, orphans from Arakan and victims 
from Turkistan are forced to face the bitter 
consequences of the many issues which 
are not of their own making. These tidings 
from our geography deeply hurt every one 
of us in our hearts, our most treasured 
gem. We are anguished to watch on our tel-
evision screens unconscionable atrocities 
and developments that defy reason. 

Only a few days ago, the last hospital serv-
ing civilians in East Aleppo was razed to 
the ground by the Regime and its sup-
porters. Only in the last year, more than 5 
thousand people fleeing hunger, poverty 
and destitution were drowned in the dark 
waters of the Mediterranean. The wherea-
bouts of the more than 10 thousand chil-
dren who were forced to migrate to Europe 
because of the civil wars in Syria and Iraq 
is unknown. Countries that take every op-
portunity to lecture us on human rights, 
democracy and freedoms are incapable of 
even caring for the children who seek shel-
ter in their countries.

They do not open their doors to 
the victims and they will not. 
On the contrary, they imprison 
them behind barbed wires
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I know that my brothers and all guests from 
different countries who are present in this 
room are tested with terrorism, conflicts, 
domestic political problems and economic 
woes. I am aware that the spring of hope 
runs dry from time to time in face of what 
we see, hear, read and witness. But rest as-
sured that everything exists with its oppo-
site; greater the test, greater the rewards.

We have many sayings in this regard. Our 
ancestors say, “The right person comes 
along only at the right time.” Allah does 
not desert his believers who are in need 
but helps them in their dire moments. We 
have seen his divine mercy many times for 
thousands of years, both in our own past 
and throughout the history of Islam. It was 
the small rocks thrown by Ababil birds 
that destroyed the ferocious army of Abra-
ha. It was a tiny spider web that protected 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in the cave. It 
was predominantly the faith of our nation 
rather than weapons and ammunition that 
defeated the strongest armies of the world 
and made Çanakkale “impassable”. The 
peace, mercy and blessing of Allah was al-
ways with us when we faced challenges in 
40 years of political life, most recently on 
the night of July 15.

FETÖ is a threat to all Islamic 
countries

I am sure that you are aware of what hap-
pened on the night of July 15 and the dan-
ger that our country faced that night. On 
July 15, a bunch of terrorists who infiltrat-

ed our army received orders from their 
ringleader in Pennsylvania and aimed 
their guns at our nation, the very people 
who entrusted them with these arms. They 
tried to hijack the will of our nation and 
topple the legitimate government by us-
ing tanks, aircraft and helicopters to kill 
people. 248 citizens were martyred and 2 
thousand 193 were wounded on July 15 
by FETÖ militants. I would like to take this 
opportunity to express my condolences to 
our martyrs and pray for the speedy recov-
ery of our veterans.

It was a dark night which ended in light 
with the mercy of Allah. The country risked 
losing its independence, dignity and future 
that night, but we were able to overcome 
this great danger and ensure our path to-
ward a stronger, more democratic and free 
future.

Our nation did not run away from these 
traitors despite the bombs raining down 
from F-16s and helicopters. On the contra-
ry, they responded to these attacks because 
of their faith in Allah, the promise of mar-
tyrdom and their belief in the future of our 
nation.

Millions of Muslims from around the 
world, from Karachi to Cape Town, from 
Mogadishu to Kuala Lumpur, from Indone-
sia to Europe took to the streets, shed tears 
and prayed for us as they did 100 years ago 
in Çanakkale. We will always remember 
your devotion and loyalty. I am pleased to 
see that your moral support has also ex-
tended into concrete measures with regard 
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to our fight against FETÖ. Members of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation unan-
imously declared FETÖ a terrorist organi-
zation at the meeting of the Council of For-
eign Ministers that was held in Tashkent. 
Furthermore, Chad, Guinea, Pakistan, 
Gabon, Turkic Republics and many other 
countries are taking decisions that comply 
with the spirit of our brotherhood.

I would like to underline once again that 
the Fethullah Terrorist Organization and 
its ringleader in Pennsylvania who is delu-
sional enough to consider himself Mahdi 
is a big threat not only to Turkey, but also 
to all countries which they have infiltrated 
in one way or another. Are children of gov-
ernment officials in these countries study-
ing in their schools? Most of them are. Are 
children of elites in these countries study-
ing in those schools? They are. Remember 
that those children will one day hold high 
office. In some cases, they may already do 
so. One head of state told me, “They were 
part of my office and I only found out after 
you warned me.” What does this mean? It 
means the bomb is in the harem; this is a 
most precarious situation. 

As your brother and friend, I feel com-
pelled to tell you about this coup attempt. 
This was 40 years in the making. In those 
40 years, they infiltrated our armed forces, 
police and the judiciary. They were able to 
attempt the coup due to their presence in 
these institutions. 

They are the neo-hashashins. Behind the 
veil of education, dialog, philanthropy 

and service lies deceit, slander, thievery, 
deviance, revenge and blood. Today, we 
see clearly the hand of this organization 
behind many events that took place in our 
country in recent years, including political 
assassinations, terror incidents, economic 
manipulations and corruption. 

We must fight against FETÖ with the same 
determination as we fight against Daesh, 
PKK, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and Al-
Shabaab. Any delay or time lost in fighting 
against FETÖ will lead to major problems. 
In this respect, our Maarif Foundation as 
well as government bodies and non-gov-
ernmental organizations stand ready to 
support you in every way.

The vote at the European 
Parliament is null and void 

Dear Friends,

Brothers understand each other very well. 
Unfortunately, many of the Western insti-
tutions did not show a tenth of the solidar-
ity we received from your countries. Our 
nation paid a heavy price on July 15 and 
was subjected to unfair criticism and un-
founded accusations. Our nation embraced 
democracy and was almost punished for it, 
instead of being appreciated. Such double 
standards and this two-faced attitude are 
still the case. Efforts to manipulate public 
perception about Turkey are widespread.

There will be a meeting at the European 
Parliament tomorrow where a vote will 
take place about Turkey’s accession nego-
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tiations with the European Union. Let me 
say that this vote, no matter what the out-
come, is of no importance to us. No scale 
may weigh our nation’s will that sided 
with democracy and independence at the 
expense of lives on July 15. Our independ-
ence and future cannot be altered by a 
show of hands at the European Parliament. 
This nation has proven its mettle to the rest 
of the world by defending its will, freedom 
and dignity at the expense of lives on July 
15 to show that they are not “so-called dem-
ocrats”, but true democrats. Even though 
this vote is not politically binding, I still 
find it difficult to accept the underlying 
message here. The fact that the European 
Parliament actually resorted to such a vote 
is an indication that it provides sanctuary 
to terrorist organizations and sides with 
them. 

Currently, terrorists are everywhere in Eu-
rope. Many European countries are aiding 
and abetting them. Their declaration of 
the PKK as a terrorist organization is not 
sincere because they allow the heads of 
the terrorist organization and its despica-
ble members to move about freely in their 
cities even as they claim that the PKK is a 
terrorist organization. Terrorists fleeing 
Turkey make public speeches in European 
cities. This is why I do not believe in their 
sincerity. 

We have shown time and again that we 
adopted the values of the European Union 
more than many of their member states. 
However, we did not receive any concrete 
support from our Western counterparts 

except for a few nice words. In fact, none 
of their commitments were carried out, 
nor were their promises kept.

I know that you too have experienced sim-
ilar things. Let us join forces against this 
double standard. Let us not allow them to 
exploit us. My African friends know some-
thing of Western exploitation and tell us 
about it during our visits. The time has 
come to determine our future ourselves.

You know about the decision that the US 
Congress took many years after 9/11, right? 
They said, “Saudi Arabia hit the Twin Tow-
ers. Therefore, Saudi Arabia must face the 
consequences. Any US citizen may bring a 
case against Saudi Arabia if they so wish.” 
Cases are being filed. This is so illogical. 
Are terrorists the nationals of one or the 
other country? Yes. However, punishing a 
country simply because terrorists were of 
that nationality defies logic. Nonetheless, 
US Congress had the temerity to take this 
decision.

The United States is taking other steps, too. 
They are trying to initiate a similar process 
for Kuveyt Türk and the Kuwait Founda-
tion. Secretary General, you should be 
aware of this. We must watch these devel-
opments very closely. This is the game they 
play with Islamic countries. 

Prejudice, racist attacks and otherization 
against Muslims are unfortunately on the 
rise. An association, a masjid or a work-
place belonging to a Muslim is attacked or 
burned every day. 
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As Islamic countries, I believe that we 
must raise our voice and react to double 
standards and actions that harm our peo-
ple. We cannot allow Western countries to 
keep shifting the blame for their issues and 
crises to the Islamic world and Muslims. 
We must express our reaction democrati-
cally, otherwise those who are engaged in 
shifting blame will grow stronger. If we do 
not point out to these injustices, they will 
grow bolder. If we remain silent, terrorist 
organizations such as Al-Qaeda and Daesh 
will be “bad” for the West while other ter-
rorist organizations such as the PKK, YPG, 
DHKP-C, FETÖ that do not harm them for 
the moment will continue to be “good”.

We must all respect the ballot

If we say nothing, they will continue to 
extend the red-carpet treatment to the “ty-
rants with blood on their hands” who do 
their bidding and keep labelling those who 
criticize them as “dictators”. If they call 
someone a “dictator”, I think that person 
is a good person. There was an election in 
the United States. Predictions were proven 
wrong. Trump won the election against all 
odds. What did they start calling Trump 
in America? Dictator. People took to the 
streets in some European countries and 
shouted “dictator”. Where is your democ-
racy? Isn’t the ballot box democratic? Why 
not respect the result? They came to us 
and said “Trump is anti-Muslim, he speaks 
against Islam.” We are used to these politi-
cal maneuvers. This may be the discourse 
now, but mistakes are later corrected. We 
should not fall into this trap. If one believes 
in democracy, then everyone must respect 
the result from the ballot box.

Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

Political and social developments undoubt-
edly have a negative impact on the econo-
my. We observe a significant slowdown in 
global trade since 2012 that does not bode 
well for growth. I am of the opinion that 
the 32nd COMCEC meeting today is very 
important in terms of discussing economic 
issues. We must mobilize all bodies of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation to en-
sure global peace and more prosperity and 
show our capacity to solve problems. 

Last April we held the 13th Summit meet-
ing in Istanbul. We discussed the problems 
encountered in Islamic countries and pos-
sible solutions. We will follow up on these 
decisions and implement them during our 
presidency. Work has been initiated for the 
finalization of the statutes of the Police Co-
ordination Center that will be established 
in Istanbul. I hope that the outcome of the 
meeting in Istanbul between our ministers 
responsible for youth and sports will be 
beneficial for Muslim youth. The Women’s 
Forum organized with the participation of 
ministers responsible for women’s affairs 
is the first of its kind in the history of our 
organization. I am pleased to see that our 
proposal during that meeting to establish a 
Women’s Council was adopted. 

During the summit, we also shared with 
member states the economic cooperation 
activities carried out in COMCEC and the 
progress regarding the implementation of 
COMCEC strategy. In this context, I would 
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like to express my gratitude to all member 
states for their support to the work on our 
strategy. 

At the summit, we also approved and put 
into force the 2025 Program of Action of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
an important instrument for cooperation 
that will guide the work of our organiza-
tion for the next decade. I believe that the 
goals of this program will be successful-
ly realized. The program will contribute 
significantly to cooperation between our 
countries. Member states and organiza-
tions have an important responsibility in 
this regard.

COMCEC will play a very significant role 
in the implementation of the economic 
and trade aspects of the Program of Action. 
In this respect, coherence and cooperation 
between different bodies will remain an 
important point. I would like to take this 
opportunity to congratulate the new Secre-
tary General of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation Yousef Al-Othaimeen and the 
new President of the Islamic Development 
Bank Bandar Hajjar and wish them suc-
cess.

We must develop economic 
relations and increase trade

Dear Brothers,

As you know, COMCEC Strategy which 
was approved in 2012 added new impetus 
to the existing economic and commercial 
cooperation within COMCEC since 1984. 

The two implementation mechanisms of 
the strategy, which are the working groups 
and COMCEC project finance, are working 
well. Working groups on sectors are con-
vening experts from member states in co-
operation areas foreseen in the strategy to 
contribute to the exchange of information 
and experience between our states. The 
implementation by member states of the 
policy recommendations that the working 
groups agree on is of vital importance to 
create maximum benefit from these meet-
ings. I invite member states to actively uti-
lize the working groups and COMCEC pro-
ject finance.

Similarly, we must develop economic rela-
tions and increase trade volume between 
our countries. In 2015, intra-OIC trade vol-
ume increased to more than 20 percent to 
reach a value of 347.1 million dollars.

The new Program of Action envisions a 6 
percent increase in trade between mem-
bers of the organization in the next 10 
years. I believe that this is a modest goal. 
We can raise intra-OIC trade to 30 percent 
in view of the potential our countries pos-
sess in this area. On the same note, I would 
like to say that it is necessary to implement 
the Trade Preferential System for the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation because 
this is the most important COMCEC pro-
ject in the field of trade. I invite member 
states to provide their list of concessions 
to COMCEC to enable the initiation of the 
system. I also ask member states to contin-
ue to support the Standards and Metrology 
Institute for Islamic Countries. 
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As you will remember, I put forth a proposal 
during my speech to the 13th Islamic Sum-
mit about the establishment of an arbitra-
tion center in Istanbul for the settlement of 
disputes. In this framework, the Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of 
Turkey and the Islamic Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry and Agriculture initiated 
some work based on the decision taken 
during the 32nd COMCEC Follow-up Com-
mittee meeting in May. I hope that this pro-
cess may be completed as soon as possible. 

The recent meeting of the COMCEC Pov-
erty Alleviation Working Group discussed 
the very important topic of refugees and 
forced migration in Islamic countries. 
As Islamic countries, we must become 
more resilient against global crises. In this 
context, Islamic finance which offers as-
set-based solutions that adhere to moral 
principles can provide guidance. I am of 
the opinion that a participation approach 
in finance and steps that may be taken for 
a common currency or even a standard of 
gold may be appropriate. The size of the Is-
lamic finance market grew by an average 
of 15 percent annually from 2009 to 2015. 
The size of the global Islamic finance mar-
ket reached 2.1 trillion dollars in 2015. 

However, the potential of this system is 
estimated to be much greater at around 
7 trillion dollars. Therefore, the theme of 
this year’s Ministerial Exchange of Views 
Session was determined as “Developing Is-
lamic Finance Strategies in the OIC Coun-
tries”. 

I welcome the work of the COMCEC Stock 
Exchanges Forum and the COMCEC Cap-
ital Market Regulators Forum in the field 
of financial cooperation. As I stated in pre-
vious speeches, we follow very closely the 
work on the establishment of the COMCEC 
Real Estate Securities Exchange and the 
Gold Exchange. I hope that these efforts 
will be completed soon to the benefit of our 
countries. 

With these thoughts, I would like to end 
my remarks here and once again express 
my pleasure for the opportunity to host 
you in the beautiful city of Istanbul. I hope 
that the 32nd COMCEC meeting has a be-
nevolent outcome for member states. I sa-
lute all participants wholeheartedly. May 
the mercy and blessings of Allah be upon 
you. All the best.
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Distinguished Presidents, Esteemed Min-
isters, Distinguished Participants of the 
Summit, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I wish success 
to the 7th Bosphorus Summit organized 
regularly since 2009 by the International 
Cooperation Platform. I would like to wel-
come our guests who are visiting Istanbul 
on the occasion of the summit. 

Istanbul lies at the heart of a region that 
plays a pivotal role in the growing pains of 
a newly-emerging global structure. In this 
context, I am of the opinion that this sum-
mit where we will discuss the future and 
set global goals meets at the right place and 
with the right spirit. I would like to extend 
my thanks to the International Coopera-
tion Platform which has been organizing 
this summit regularly for the last 7 years. 

We Must Engage in The 
“Human Economy” Model

International Cooperation Platform 7th Bosphorus Summit
İstanbul | November 29, 2016



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

104

In my opinion, this summit complements 
Turkey’s vision as the engine of regional 
policy and economic diplomacy. I would 
like to express my thanks to everyone who 
will contribute to the summit with their 
views, experience and criticism. 

These platforms for the exchange of views 
and collaboration are very important as the 
world and our region face new and grow-
ing problems with each passing day. The 
Bosphorus Summit is also instrumental 
in establishing close cooperation between 
the countries in the region and the private 
sector. I hope that the summit will be even 
more effective in the future. 

Distinguished Presidents, Esteemed 
Guests,

The sessions at the summit this year will 
mostly focus on opportunities and threats 
regarding the future. Technology is the first 
thing that comes to mind when speaking 
of the future. Technological development 
has been one of the fundamental factors 
which led to a global transformation in the 
last 200 years. Therefore, it is quite natural 
for technology which built our past to be 
influential in our future. 

The transformative power of technology 
is truly admirable. Most of the develop-
ments in this area offer greater comfort 
to people and facilitate their lives. We are 
surrounded with technological tools that 
provide hitherto unavailable innovation 
in many areas ranging from transportation 
to health, communication and education. 

In health for example, highly developed 
imaging techniques improve early diag-
nosis and offer treatments with less pain 
or blood, thereby alleviating suffering for 
patients. In education, smart blackboards 
and remote education ushered in a new 
era. The internet allows the swift transfer 
of data that would fill many libraries from 
one end of the globe to the other. It was 
only a few short centuries ago that sailors 
had to navigate the seas by using primitive 
compasses. Today, they are replaced with 
people who can find an address with a nav-
igation system on their smart phone and 
even driverless cars.

Although technology is not equally acces-
sible to everyone, its influence is rapidly 
growing. This leads to greater competition 
between people and technology. Many 
things which used to be the fantastic as-
pects of science fiction movies or litera-
ture in the past are part of our lives today. 
There are farms in Japan which are almost 
completely run by robots. We see more fac-
tories employing robots instead of people 
in the assembly line. Unmanned aerial de-
vices are used in almost every area includ-
ing for the delivery of orders from grocery 
stores, restaurants and shops. Shopping on 
the internet is growing rapidly. 

We are concerned about 
xenophobia in the West

These developments have extraordinary 
ramifications in many areas such as em-
ployment and the distribution of income. 
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Widespread use of technology contrib-
utes to a sluggish-than-expected increase 
in global trade. Trade wars loom larger as 
more candidates make campaign promises 
on limiting international trade. Replacing 
unskilled labor with robots in production 
has created a bigger gap between the rich 
and the poor in terms of quality of life, es-
pecially in developed countries. 

General outlook and trends suggest that 
there is no turning back in this area. In this 
context, the theme of the Bosphorus Sum-
mit this year, “Global Future, Global Goals” 
builds on last year’s theme of “Less Pover-
ty, More Wealth”. 

Distinguished Guests, 

Increasing prosperity while eradicating 
poverty cannot happen on its own as we 
face the consequences of growing injus-
tice in almost every area. Sustainable de-
velopment cannot be achieved when some 
pay millions of dollars for space travel as 
a tourist while a large number of people 
next door lose their jobs to robots and the 
internet. The pressure on employment and 
wages created by technology will grow 
significantly in the near future. Today, it 
is stated that young people in developed 
countries are having to start life with less 
earnings than their parents and settle for 
a much lower level of prosperity. We all ob-
serve the unfavorable impact of these de-
velopments on democracies. 

Governments in the West are falling prey 
to policies of hatred as their societies con-
sider migrants and foreigners a threat to 
their own prosperity. Turkey is greatly im-
pacted by these negative developments. 
For example, since the rise of xenophobia 
and Islamophobia in 2001, there have been 
416 attacks on mosques and Muslims only 
in Germany. 46 of these attacks took place 
in the first 9 months of this year. The ma-
jority of these attacks are directed at our 
citizens in Germany. These crimes of ha-
tred will continue to rise as they find more 
political support.

On the other hand, it should not be sur-
prising to see campaigns, similar to the 
ones against migrants today, taking place 
against robots in the future as they threat-
en the prosperity of Western societies. All 
of these developments show that we can 
ensure the longevity of democracies only if 
we work on technologies that focus on peo-
ple and eradicate poverty while increasing 
prosperity.

We must focus on productive 
economies

As you know, developed countries use 
high-tech tools in the production of very 
sophisticated products. However, econo-
mies in these countries are nevertheless 
dependent on the sale of houses as people 
continue to invest in such areas. Previous-
ly unthinkable developments such as neg-
ative interest rates are now policy tools for 
central banks in developed countries. Nev-
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ertheless, developed countries are unable 
to accelerate their growth because they 
misdiagnose the problem and look for the 
cure in the wrong place. 

Economies are based on demand. Demand 
does not come from robots or financial 
instruments; it comes only from people. 
Therefore, focusing on people and ensur-
ing their peace and prosperity are key to 
sustainable growth. At the end of the day, 
it will be people as well as technological 
superiority that will determine the out-
come of future trade and wars. We need 
population increase, a fair financial system 
that supports production and investments, 
and justice to build a sound global future. 
Since technology cannot be banned, the 
right thing to do is to adapt to technologi-
cal developments. 

Distinguished Guests,

In the past, education and training have 
always been the most important tools in 
helping people acquire the skills needed 
in the job market. The new global system 
that offers new employment opportunities 
through technology is no different. Free 
trade agreements are very important as 
they allow cheaper access to many prod-
ucts. However, allowing access to markets 
without training unemployed people will 
create new and harder challenges for the 
future. Since the jobs of unskilled laborers 
will be the first to be taken over by tech-
nology, we must look for ways to help them 
acquire new skills. For this reason, we in-
troduced some changes to the curriculum 

in our country in order to increase our 
competitiveness in the smart economy.

Productivity is another important aspect in 
this framework. I would like to draw your 
attention to two points. Should we focus 
on more spending or more productivity in 
the economy? Unfortunately, spending has 
taken a significant lead over productivity 
today. In some families, everyone owns a 
car; this is being spendthrift. Investments 
can grow only when we focus on being 
more productive. Investments will create 
employment and our country will create 
added value which, in turn, will lead to 
more competition and growth. 

According to the estimates by the United 
Nations in 2014, global demand for food 
by 2050 will be approximately 60 percent 
more than the current amount. Therefore, 
we must be able to grow more crops on the 
same amount of soil. On the other hand, 
one third of the global food supply is wast-
ed according to the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization. Almost 222 
million tons of food are wasted every year 
in developed countries, an amount which 
is almost equal to the 230 million tons of 
food produced in sub-Saharan Africa each 
year. This suggests that we must do our 
best to prevent waste as part of an econom-
ic approach that is people-based.

Humanitarian values must not 
be disregarded when engaging 
in economic activity 
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Urbanization will be one of the most im-
portant developments affecting people’s 
lives in the near future. Urban population 
in the world which stands at 54 percent as 
of 2015 is expected to reach 66 percent by 
2050. In Turkey, urban population makes 
up 88 percent of overall population. Rising 
urbanization requires a new perspective 
in many areas including in transportation, 
education, health, retail and services. The 
most important legacy we can pass on to 
future generations is a transition from be-
ing “individuals focused on the economy” 
to becoming “an economy focused on the 
individuals” because, as the saying goes, 
“let man flourish, so that the state can 
flourish”. 

We will continue to build basic infrastruc-
ture such as phone and internet infrastruc-
ture to strengthen our economy. In terms 
of information and communication pro-
jects, the education, public services and 
transportation sectors rank highest in Tur-
key with a share of 45 percent, 32 percent 
and 11 percent respectively, showing that 
we are on the right track. Communication 
is very important to help solve problems 
in crowded cities. At the end of the day, we 
must look for ways of developing econom-
ic activity without endangering humani-
tarian values. This is what behooves us as 
heirs to an ancient civilization. Otherwise, 
we will diverge from our path and lose our 
direction.

We must maintain our authenticity and 
independence to make sure that we do not 
face a graver version of the problems that 

advanced countries are facing at the mo-
ment. July 15 symbolizes this struggle for 
us. Our nation defended its independence, 
democracy and will at the expense of lives 
and gave us hope for the future. You may 
rest assured that the path before Turkey is 
clearer and brighter than on the morning 
of July 15. 

Recently, I have been talking about gold 
and I will continue to do so. In addition, we 
must make sure that the markets are not 
negatively impacted by the exchange rate. 
We must look for ways of borrowing in the 
local currency. Many shopping malls and 
office buildings in Turkey rent space in for-
eign currency. This has become an impor-
tant issue. Many shops are struggling and 
are on the brink of bankruptcy because 
of this policy implemented by shopping 
malls. New steps must be taken in this re-
gard. We must overcome these difficulties 
together and in solidarity with each other. 
Our nation stood resiliently against the 
most treacherous coup attempt in recent 
history, an insidious attempt for occupa-
tion and the bloodiest terror attack all at 
the same time. Such a nation can certainly 
tackle all other problems and solve them. 

Europe is not the only pebble on 
the beach

Distinguished Guests,

Turkey is a natural party to any European, 
Asian or African organization due to its 
geographical location and history. Unfor-
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tunately, the European Union does not or 
will not acknowledge this fact and, there-
fore, stalls our accession negotiations. The 
European Union has been keeping Turkey 
waiting at the door for the last 53 years. The 
European Union is not the only pebble on 
the beach. The pressure they apply to Tur-
key will be in vain. Turkey has confidence 
and many resources. We will work twice 
or three times and never surrender to you. 
Turkey will never yield under ideological 
pressure. One must remember that Turkey 
has provided shelter to 3 million refugees 
out of its own resources while Europe has 
failed 200-300 refugees. 

The most recent decision of the European 
Parliament is their own admission of facts 
that we have known for years. We are sad-
dened to face such an affront by the Euro-
pean Union. Nonetheless, we are not giv-
ing up on the European Union. However, 
the current state of affairs does not lend 
itself to positive expectations. 

No one should forget that there are many 
alternatives for Turkey. We will proceed by 
considering these alternatives. We contin-
ue to have discussions with our counter-
parts regarding these alternatives.

Earlier, the President of the Turkish Repub-
lic of Northern Cyprus referred to a num-
ber of important things. For years now, 
they have been playing for time on the is-
sue of Cyprus. Do you know what they tell 
us? They say, “Give us Cyprus, leave it to us 
and don’t get involved.” This is their goal. 
Well, we spilled the blood of our martyrs 

there. They will not achieve their goals. 
Some people shamelessly participate in 
the meetings of the European Union with a 
flag that supposedly represents the whole 
island of Cyprus. They cannot have such 
a flag because it disregards the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus. They repre-
sent only the Greek Cypriots, but there is 
also the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus. 
They must see that. 

We may consider leading the establish-
ment of a new commercial platform 
among our countries that could include 
public and private sector organizations as 
well as individuals. All we need is the com-
mon will of the almost 60 countries in the 
Islamic and Turkish world to activate such 
a platform that could operate completely 
electronically. Countries that participate in 
such a commercial platform where goods 
and services may be entered into the sys-
tem by using standard codes can have easy 
and affordable access to all kinds of goods 
and services. 

It is possible to build a structure that is 
independent from the current global com-
mercial order by integrating logistical sys-
tems and standardizing payment systems, 
financial tools and a commercial language 
between member states. We believe that 
such a large geography on which others 
have their own designs can establish its 
own economic and commercial infrastruc-
ture. Such a commercial platform may 
serve as the foundation of a larger eco-
nomic union. In fact, such new initiatives 
should be seen not as an alternative to ex-
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isting structures, but as a means for inject-
ing greater dynamism to them. 

I am sure that all of these topics will be dis-
cussed at the Bosphorus Summit. In fact, I 
am glad to see that one of the goals of the 
summit is to take the first steps regarding 
a global memorandum on peace defined as 

the World Council. I wish all the best to the 
summit where you will discuss global and 
regional cooperation schemes in greater 
detail. Once again, I would like to welcome 
all guests, friends and brothers attending 
the summit. I salute you with respect. All 
the best. 
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Esteemed President, Distinguished Mem-
bers of the Foreign Economic Relations 
Board, Esteemed Members of the Business 
Community, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you wholeheartedly. 

I hope that the 30th General Assembly of 

DEİK will bring about positive develop-
ments for our country, nation, the busi-
ness community and members of DEİK. 
30th General Assembly means 30 years. I 
would like to extend my gratitude to every-
one who has served DEİK all this time for 
the purpose of developing our foreign eco-
nomic relations. 

Those Who Delay Investments 
and Projects Side With Those 

Who Attack Our Economy 

DEİK 30th General Assembly | İstanbul | December 24, 2016
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I wish all the best to the management of 
DEİK, chairpersons of the Business Coun-
cils and members who regularly accompa-
ny me on my international visits. I would 
like to stress that I will continue to stand 
by you and support you. 

We aim to increase our foreign trade to 1 
trillion dollars and national income to 2 
trillion dollars to become one of the top 10 
economies in the world. We can achieve 
this goal only if we work together. The 
business community in general and mem-
bers of DEİK in particular sincerely believe 
in our 2023 goals and do their utmost to 
achieve them. I would like to express my 
gratitude to you all for this effort. 

Our nation will never forget the business 
people and investors who are willing to 
make sacrifices for the people in times of 
difficulty. The current situation warrants 
such a sacrifice and you have important 
responsibilities together with the state 
to ensure that the attacks on the Turkish 
economy fail. In my opinion, anyone who 
postpones investments or projects at this 
critical time takes the same side with those 
who attack our economy. 

The government is supporting the business 
community and tradespeople by provid-
ing tax relief, removing bad credit history 
from records and facilitating borrowing. 
We will continue to do so. Our expectation 
from the business community is to spin 
the wheels of the economy faster and rein-
vigorate the markets. The most important 
reason for the current difficulties is a gen-

eral wait-and-see attitude. This is why we 
call for a “national mobilization” because 
the wait-and-see attitude feeds the specula-
tions on the exchange rate and the attacks 
on our economy. 

To counter the attacks on our economy, we 
must exhibit the same kind of determina-
tion we have in fighting terrorist organiza-
tions both within and outside our borders. 
Courageous individuals who put their pre-
cious lives at risk to defend their country 
and nation must be taken as an example 
by those who must use their capital for the 
same purpose. 

They try to direct our economy 
through currency speculation

Dear Brothers,

When our economy was attacked, I called 
on our nation and the business communi-
ty to convert to Turkish Lira. I know that 
some of them mocked this appeal. How-
ever, we have seen since 1994 that some 
people are trying to direct our economy 
through currency speculation. There is no 
rational economic reason behind this spec-
ulation; the aim is to create fertile ground 
for political maneuvers. The same game is 
played on countries such as Russia, China 
and Azerbaijan, but we will disrupt this 
game. We will shift to the local currency 
in foreign trade to shake off the pressure 
from the exchange rate. 

They tried to pull us into these traps many 
times in the last 14 years. We always took 
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necessary precautions against these pub-
licly known – or, in some cases, unknown 
– attempts and disrupted this game. Our 
economy shrank only in 2009 and that was 
not because of us, but due to the global eco-
nomic crisis. We have seen in the last 3.5 
years that attacks on our country aim to 
create an economic crisis. 

Remember Gezi Events? What did they 
say? They said, “Do not consume, allow the 
economy to fail.” We also see that some of 
the most prominent business people imple-
menting important projects in our country 
were targeted during the December 17-25 
coup attempt by the police and the judici-
ary. Clearly, the main purpose behind the 
smear campaign against our country is to 
undermine our exports and tourism. If our 
people had not converted 12 billion dollars 
to support the economy after the July 15 
coup attempt, they would have resorted to 
the same game then. However, our nation 
heeded our call right away and converted 
all of their foreign currency in the market. 

We must take a determined and patient 
stance vis-à-vis recent fluctuations in the 
exchange rate as we did after July 15 and 
during previous attacks. This is why I call 
on everyone to invest, switch to the Turk-
ish Lira, and engage in production, exports 
and employment. These are the panacea to 
the poison that others try to inject us with. 

I keep repeating that interest rates must be 
lowered. Why do I say that interest rates 
must be lowered by public banks and oth-
ers? We must remove barriers before the 

entrepreneurs by lowering interest rates 
because we need investments for employ-
ment, production and competition. 

What does the financial sector do? They 
do not use their own capital, but the mon-
ey from the deposits of people. In other 
words, they sell the citizen’s money to the 
entrepreneur. They make a lot of money be-
cause they keep interest rates very high at 
around 15-17 percent. This cannot go on. 
I make them unhappy when I talk about 
these issues openly. 

We spend a lot of money to fight against ter-
rorist organizations. In addition, we spent 
20 billion dollars so far for the refugees. 
What about the rich West? What about hu-
man rights? They move heaven and earth 
when an animal is trapped in an oil spill, 
right? Close to 6 thousand people died in 
the Mediterranean and the Aegean seas in 
2016, but the Commissioner for Refugees 
is simply issuing statements without tak-
ing any measures. 

The European Union made some promises 
to Turkey. They were supposed to provide 
3 billion euros to Turkey until July 1 for 
the refugees. So far, we received only 677 
million euros. We do not need their money. 
Our nation will care for our Syrian broth-
ers as we have done in the past. We will not 
leave them to their fate. 

They forced the Treaty of Sèvres 
on us and we gave in to the 
Treaty of Lausanne
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We have martyrs in the Jarabulus opera-
tion and in our fight against terrorist or-
ganizations. We feel their loss deeply in 
our hearts, but we must acknowledge that 
the blood of martyrs transforms a piece of 
territory into our homeland. Turkish his-
tory is replete with similar sacrifice; we 
were not handed this homeland on a silver 
platter. In the decade preceding the estab-
lishment of our Republic, the total area of 
our lands decreased from approximately 
3 million square kilometers to 780,000 
square kilometers. They forced the Treaty 
of Sèvres on us and we gave in to the Trea-
ty of Lausanne. We were the number one 
country in the world in the 17th and 18th 
centuries only to be reduced to this size 
today. Everyone should know that we will 
not give an inch of our soil to any state or 
terrorist. 

Dear Friends,

Our economy has slowed down recently 
when compared to the previous 14 years. 
If some of this slowdown is due to politi-
cal feuding, some is certainly a reflection 
of the lingering problems from the global 
economic woes that began in 2008. 

In fact, Turkey is still in good shape despite 
many upheavals. Global trade has most-
ly been decreasing or, at best, increasing 
very slowly in the last 2 years. Nonethe-
less, Turkey’s share in global trade volume 
continues to increase regularly. Our share 
in global trade which was 0.98 percent in 
2009 reached 1.07 percent in 2015, and 
1.12 percent in the first two quarters of 
this year. 

We are not pleased to see our export fig-
ures go down. However, even with these 
numbers, we went up from a 0.89 percent 
share in global exports to 0.95 percent by 
the end of the second quarter of this year. 
As you can see, our path is clear. 

Our state provides all kinds of support to 
the business community at 163 commer-
cial attaché offices, commercial counselor 
services and trade offices around the world. 
The Turkish Exporters Assembly will soon 
inaugurate Turkish Trade Centers in 11 
countries to facilitate exports to interna-
tional markets. 

Our country and the business commu-
nity set their sights so high that our past 
achievements sometimes pale in compari-
son. To give you an example, the total size 
of the international projects undertaken 
by our contractors in 2002 was 20 million 
dollars. Today, it is more than 100 million 
dollars. The same is true for almost all of 
our economic data. 

The numbers before us also show our vul-
nerabilities and issues that we need to ad-
dress. Three quarters of our foreign trade 
deficit on a sectoral basis comes from chem-
icals, pharmaceuticals, metal products, 
machinery and equipment and recycling. 
In terms of commodity groups, the deficit 
in investment goods is more than one third 
of our total foreign trade deficit. Similarly, 
the share of hi-tech products in our foreign 
trade deficit is more than 40 percent. This 
data sends a clear message; we will not 
achieve our foreign trade goals unless we 
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focus on innovation, hi-tech products and 
products that have high value-added. This 
is also true for sectors such as the defense 
industry which has a critical importance 
for our future. I believe that the coopera-
tion between the state and the private sec-
tor will help to change our production and 
foreign trade structure in line with these 
requirements as soon as possible. 

If our food, textile, electronic, furniture, 
machinery and cleaning products are not 
flooding the markets in the Gulf region, the 
Balkans and North Africa, then we must be 
doing something wrong. These areas offer 
important opportunities for social, cultur-
al and commercial integration. We must be 
influential in our own geography so that 
we have the strength and courage to move 
on to other areas. As in many other things, 
the formula for success here is obvious: 
work, work hard, work day and night. In 
this respect, I have full confidence in you. 

We moved from 51st to 12th 
place in growth rankings

Dear Brothers,

The final point that I would like to share 
with you is about the national accounts 
system regarding basic economic indica-
tors. Our system was revised in accordance 
with the European System of Accounts. In 
this framework, current economic indi-
cators were corrected retrospectively and 
published again. According to the new sys-
tem of calculation, our GDP was revised 

upward from 800 billion dollars to 949 bil-
lion dollars and per capita income from 10 
thousand 800 dollars to 12 thousand 500 
dollars. 

Similarly, our average growth rate which 
was 4.7 percent since 2003 was revised up-
ward to 5.9 percent. According to this data, 
Turkey ranks third after Qatar and China 
in terms of growth rate between 2010-2015 
among countries with a national income of 
more than 100 billion dollars. In fact, we 
rank first in 2013 according to these crite-
ria. According to the new system of calcu-
lation, Turkey’s ranking for growth among 
all countries in the same period rose from 
51st to 12th place. 

You know other countries very well. I, 
too, have visited many countries over the 
course of these years during my official 
and working visits. Before these visits, I 
receive information about the economic 
outlook of the countries I will be visiting. 
When I visit countries that on paper are 
richer and more developed, I feel that most 
of the time facts on paper do not match 
what I see. The situation is very similar 
with respect to the EU member states. Do 
you think that we are not accepted to the 
European Union because of these econom-
ic indicators? It has nothing to do with it. 
The reason for not accepting Turkey as a 
member of the European Union is not eco-
nomic, but political. They do not accept 
us to the Union because of our faith. They 
know very well that Turkey will strength-
en the European Union in every way. Some 
politicians clearly state why Turkey is not 
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made a member. They say “Turkey is not a 
member because you are Muslim.” 

Europeans exclude not only the Muslims, 
but also all others who are not like them. 
According to the acquis of the European 
Union, no ethnic group may be exiled or 
excluded. What France did to the Roma is 
in plain sight. Roma face ill treatment in 
many other member states of the European 
Union. On the other hand, we live peaceful-
ly with our Roma brothers. For example, I 
grew up with Roma friends in Kasımpaşa. 
Ours is an example of tolerance. 

Comparing Turkey with some of the new 
members states of the European Union 
who supposedly met all criteria points out 
to a very strange state of affairs. I am sure 
that you are also aware of the contradic-
tions between numbers and the actual sit-
uation. 

On the other hand, the criteria for statistical 
calculations inevitably change over time. 
Many communication and software servic-
es that were not available until a quarter of 

a century ago have become an indispensa-
ble part of our lives. Similarly, many prod-
ucts and services that were deemed to be 
very important in the past are, to a great 
extent, no longer needed. We must update 
statistics by taking these changes into con-
sideration in order to correctly assess the 
current situation and make the right plans 
for the future. What we do in Turkey is no 
more than such an update. New data does 
not overstate the facts; on the contrary, it 
helps us determine our actual situation. 
Statistical date confirms our observations. 
This is in keeping with the principle of 
“You must measure it to manage it.”

We must measure correctly so that we can 
manage properly. Therefore, I find the ob-
jections to statistical methods to be mis-
placed. I believe that we must all show re-
spect to science and facts. 

With these thoughts, I would like to reiter-
ate my best wishes to you on the occasion 
of the 30th General Assembly of DEİK and 
salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best.
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Distinguished Members of Parliament, Es-
teemed Ambassadors, Ladies and Gentle-
men,

I greet you all wholeheartedly.

I am very pleased to address you on the oc-
casion of the 9th Ambassadors Conference. 
Welcome to the Presidential Complex, the 

home of the nation and a battle-scarred 
venue. 

I would like to express in advance my grat-
itude to our foreign guests who will share 
their thoughts, ideas and suggestions with 
us. We are glad to have an opportunity to 
host them in our country on the occasion 
of such a meaningful and important event. 

We Will Never Allow a 
“Terror Corridor” on Our 

Southern Border

9th Ambassadors Conference | Ankara | January 9, 2017
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I hope that this conference which has be-
come a regular event for broad consulta-
tion between the members of our Foreign 
Service as well as other institutions and 
organizations will yield positive results for 
our country, nation, region and the whole 
world.

At the outset, I would like to start by say-
ing that I find this year’s theme of the con-
ference to be very relevant. The year 2023 
when we will celebrate the centenary of 
our Republic is an important milestone 
for our nation which has a state tradition 
that dates back thousands of years. As you 
know, we have big and ambitious goals for 
2023 and we are taking confident steps to-
wards achieving them. We hope that 2023 
will be an important leap that will take us 
to our vision for 2053 and 2071. Despite 
the challenges in the world and in our re-
gion, we consider these goals to be achiev-
able and we work day and night in a spirit 
of “national mobilization” to achieve them. 

2023 will also mark 500 years since the 
establishment of our Foreign Service that 
began with the establishment of the senior 
post of Reis-ül Küttab. I know that those 
who admire Turkish diplomacy always 
refer to this deep-rooted and refined his-
tory. I also believe that you will base your 
actions on this 500-year history of the For-
eign Service and the 2,200 years of state 
tradition as you meticulously fulfill your 
responsibilities with knowledge, sacrifice 
and self-confidence. There is no doubt that 
our Foreign Service has an important re-
sponsibility in making sure that we fulfill 
our 2023 goals and become a global actor.

Other institutions such as TİKA, the Presi-
dency for Turks Abroad and Related Com-
munities, AFAD, the Turkish Red Crescent, 
Yunus Emre Institute, Maarif Foundation 
and Anadolu Agency play a vital role to-
gether with the Foreign Service in fulfill-
ing Turkey’s foreign policy vision. I hope, 
God willing, that we will make good use of 
the next six years and work together effec-
tively in order to achieve our 2023 goals.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

When I addressed you on the occasion 
of this conference last year, I specifically 
mentioned FETÖ amongst other organi-
zations that work against Turkey. I stated 
that this organization of evil is far worse 
in terms of treachery then other terror-
ist organizations. The events on the night 
of July 15, unfortunately, confirmed my 
worst fears. The coup attempt on July 15 
was not the first time our state and people 
were betrayed. However, it was the most in-
sidious, insolent and treacherous attempt 
in terms of its goals, its perpetrators and 
consequences.

This gang organized itself within the state 
by claiming to offer service, dialog and 
education, shrouded itself in a cloak of 
secrecy by way of taqiyya, and seized the 
goods, property and children of our na-
tion to finally commit the most nefarious 
terrorist attack in our history. Everything 
exists with its opposite. When the magni-
tude of betrayal is so great, the response 
is equally strong. Men and women, young 
and old, people from all walks of life hold-
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ing differing views rose magnificently as 
a nation against such a great betrayal on 
the night of July 15. That night, our na-
tion stood behind its will, its government 
and its state by risking their lives to put 
down this treacherous coup attempt. 248 
citizens, 29 of them around this Complex, 
were martyred by the putschists. A further 
2 thousand 193 citizens were wounded.

July 15 was a litmus test for our 
friends and allies

The statements, confessions and indict-
ments begin to shed light to the enormity 
of the treachery and reveal the significance 
of the struggle put up by our people. We 
should be grateful that the country was 
able to overcome this disastrous situation. 
We should be proud of our nation for their 
epic struggle for democracy; it sets an ex-
ample to the rest of the world. Personally, I 
am proud to be a son of this glorious nation 
and the President of such a strong nation. I 
know that you hold your head high in your 
posts around the world as you represent 
our country and its President. I would like 
to take this opportunity to express my con-
dolences to the heroes who were martyred 
to protect our independence, homeland 
and state once again. I pay homage to our 
veterans with gratitude. 

I would like to underline another point 
in this context. July 15 helped us identify 
traitors and set them apart from citizens 
who love their country. The same was true 
in terms of our international relations. 

The coup attempt was a litmus test for our 
friends and allies. That night when our peo-
ple were defending democracy by risking 
their lives, those who were lecturing us for 
years on freedom and democracy played 
for time and pursued a wait-and-see poli-
cy. Except for a few countries that showed 
true friendship, the messages of solidar-
ity and support from the others arrived 
only after the coup attempt failed. Those 
who praised the people that stood before 
the tanks in Tiananmen Square turned a 
blind eye to many heroic efforts in Kızılay 
Square, on the Martyrs Bridge, in Kazan 
and elsewhere. People who stopped tanks 
with bare hands and challenged aircraft 
and helicopters were passed over by these 
circles.

I am not speaking here only about a lack 
of empathy. I speak of something worse; I 
speak of indifference and even a desire for 
the coup to succeed. Unfortunately, we ob-
serve a similar ambivalence regarding the 
legal measures that we have taken against 
the putschists. Our nation, martyrs and 
veterans seem not to qualify for the kind 
of attention that is so often extended to 
terrorist organizations and their members. 
Tearful children, grieving mothers and 
spouses widowed for life are never men-
tioned. 

Those who did not live through even a 
tenth of what we have been through take 
many measures themselves, but harshly 
criticize us for the state of emergency and 
other measures that we duly take in accord-
ance with the constitution and internation-
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al law. Worse still, putschists, members of 
FETÖ and murderers with blood on their 
hands are welcomed as victims by some 
European countries and protected. The 
right to seek asylum is extended on a silver 
platter to the terrorists who are members 
of FETÖ and the PKK while it is denied to 
innocent Syrians, victims from Arakan and 
the poor from Africa or Afghanistan. Those 
who expel people arriving at their door-
step to ask for a cup of hot soup as they flee 
death welcome putschists and violent ter-
rorists. We are saddened by this behavior 
from countries which we considered to be 
our allies, if not our friends. A member of 
the FETÖ terrorist organization who fled 
our country because he is on the black list 
is appointed as rector to a university in the 
United States. This is indeed very difficult 
to comprehend. 

We find it hard to accept the trampling of 
European values in this way. However, we 
are not drawn into pessimism despite this 
bleak situation because frustration, inac-
tion or lethargy do not become us. What 
makes a hole in marble is not the strength 
of the water, but the continuous trickle of 
drops. We never shied away from speaking 
the truth and we will never stop telling the 
truth. We will constantly explain our views 
to our counterparts to remove any miscon-
ceptions.

We must remain vigilant 
against FETÖ manipulations

Distinguished Ambassadors,

We had already covered some distance 
against FETÖ as a result of the measures 
taken since December 17-25. We intensi-
fied our efforts further since July 15. We 
purged FETÖ from the public sector to a 
great extent. The organizations that were 
providing financial support to these trai-
tors are now under control.

FETÖ had schools in 115 countries and 
used these schools to recruit militants for 
the organization. So far, their schools in 6 
countries have been shuttered (Gambia, 
Azerbaijan, Libya, Jordan, Dominican Re-
public and Haiti). Their schools were taken 
over in 2 countries (Sudan, Pakistan). Their 
schools in 7 countries were handed over 
to the Maarif Foundation (Guinea, Soma-
lia, Chad, Senegal, Mauritania, Niger and 
Gabon). In addition, terrorist elements at 
FETÖ schools in Malaysia were removed. 
The ownership and management of these 
schools were taken over by Malaysian in-
vestors. 

Fighting against this cancer that was grow-
ing insidiously in our midst for 40 years 
and engulfing the world like an octopus for 
the last 25 years is certainly not easy. The 
struggle will be long and arduous, but we 
will never give up or be complacent.

We must remain vigilant against attempts 
by FETÖ to manipulate and cripple this 
process. We will fight with determination 
by respecting due process and by separat-
ing the wheat from the chaff and the inno-
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cent from the guilty. We will make a dis-
tinction between those who stood by our 
state and nation on July 15 and others who 
pointed a gun at them.

We will continue to support non-govern-
mental organizations and national bodies 
that are part of our nation as they fly our 
flag around the world from Europe to Asia, 
Africa to America. We will not put our 
citizens or our national organizations in 
harm’s way because of a bunch of traitors. 

FETÖ still tries to manipulate public opin-
ion against Turkey wherever they find an 
opportunity. They use all resources availa-
ble to them to smear our country. They at-
tach themselves to anyone and any organ-
ization that is hostile to our country. We 
observed this situation very clearly dur-
ing our visit to the United States last year. 
PKK sympathizers, ASALA supporters and 
FETÖ were demonstrating together. This 
“comradeship of terrorists” has gained mo-
mentum after July 15.

I am aware of your hard work ever since 
the coup attempt. I am also aware that this 
organization which infiltrated every single 
institution has also infiltrated the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and that the Ministry 
has had a hard time since the purging of 
these individuals who are connected with 
the terrorist organization. I would like to 
thank you for working so hard despite the 
reduction in staff. Always remember that 
I and all institutions of our state stand by 
you. We will do our best to support you as 
you do your job. God willing, we will com-

pletely eliminate this scourge that ails our 
state and people with the strength of our 
united effort. 

Our nation does not give credit 
to seditious attempts

Distinguished Friends,

We have had to deal with more than one 
issue at any given time throughout our his-
tory. Today, we deal with FETÖ on the one 
hand while we also fight against Daesh and 
DHKP-C. These terrorist organizations aim 
to drag our country into a conflict based 
on faith and ethnicity. They target differ-
ent parts of our society in an effort to spill 
over the fires that are burning in Syria and 
Iraq. They brutally massacre our guests 
to cripple our tourism. Praise be to Allah, 
they did not succeed despite their efforts, 
insolence and the explicit support from 
never-do-wells in the media, in politics and 
academia. Our nation showed even great-
er unity, prudence and foresight after each 
terrorist incident and did not give credit to 
seditious attempts. God willing, these or-
ganizations will not succeed in the future 
either.

I would like to underline that some peo-
ple are trying to wage a war against Islam 
by exploiting Daesh which is a terrorist 
organization that mostly harms Muslims 
and has Muslim blood on its hands. Some 
Western politicians who fail to solve their 
economic and political problems try to ex-
ploit Daesh to save themselves. This has led 
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to an increase in the number of attacks to 
places of worship, businesses and organi-
zations of our kin in Europe.

I would like to state very openly that this is 
playing with fire. “Cultural racism” that is 
on the rise in the West seriously worries us 
in the context of the safety of the Muslim 
minority in these countries. This is dan-
gerous not only for our 6 million citizens 
living abroad, but also in terms of main-
taining peace and order in the world as a 
whole.

Our country has seen its young people at 
the age of 10-12 in Mölln and Solingen 
fall victim to racism. We lost 8 of our sons 
to Neo-Nazi terror that was covered up 
as “Doner Killings” only a few years ago. 
We cannot allow such violent attacks that 
break our hearts and deeply wound our 
people to take place again.

Islamophobia and xenophobia are now a 
serious threat to our citizens living abroad 
and a top priority for the state. All relevant 
institutions must monitor this situation 
carefully. Turkish society is not alone in 
fighting against Islamophobia and cultur-
al racism. We must join forces with other 
Muslim communities and migrant groups 
facing the same challenge to establish a 
broad coalition to tackle this issue. We 
must engage in a comprehensive legal, 
public relations and civil society effort in 
other countries against anyone who pro-
vokes violence, terror and hatred towards 
our country and citizens around the world.

Distinguished Ambassadors, 

2016 was a busy year in terms of foreign 
policy. We discussed pressing matters 
about the Islamic world during the 13th 
Summit of Islamic Countries in Istanbul. 
We also hosted the World Energy Summit 
in Turkey. 9 thousand people attended the 
first-ever World Humanitarian Summit or-
ganized in May last year which we success-
fully hosted in Istanbul; it was the largest 
United Nations Summit held outside New 
York. We also hosted the leaders of the 
Least Developed Countries in our country. 

We are sharing our food and 
bread with 3 million Syrian 
brothers

Our country provides the highest amount 
of humanitarian aid as a ratio of national 
income in the world. We shared our food, 
bread and work with 3 million people in 
dire straits by opening our doors to the 
largest refugee population in the world. 
We have been working very hard to stop 
bloodshed in Syria. While the world sat 
and watched their suffering, we put our 
diplomacy in the service of peace, stabili-
ty and humanitarian values. Furthermore, 
we evacuated 45 thousand Syrians from 
Aleppo to save them from massacre. 

We took some historic steps in order to 
pave the way for a political resolution of 
the problems in Syria in 2017. We laid the 
groundwork for the Astana process as a 
result of the meetings and discussions we 
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held with Russia and Iran in Moscow. Al-
though the ongoing cease-fire is vulnera-
ble and prone to be violated, it is still an 
important window of opportunity. For the 
first time in a long time, there is greater 
hope for peace through political dialog in 
Syria. We will work to make sure that we 
do not miss this chance.

We launched operation Euphrates Shield 
40 days after the treacherous coup attempt 
in order to expel the Daesh terrorist organ-
ization from our border. While we grieve 
for our martyrs in this operation, we are 
also heartened by the great damage we in-
flicted on Daesh. Lack of action by the in-
ternational coalition against Daesh is note-
worthy. I have to admit that our allies and 
coalition partners have failed in the fight 
against Daesh.

We will never allow the region along our 
southern border to become a “terror cor-
ridor” or a breeding ground for terrorist 
organizations. On issues relating to our na-
tional security, we will engage both at the 
negotiating table and in the field.

On the other hand, we cannot and will not 
remain indifferent to the developments in 
Iraq. We support the Iraqi military effort 
against Daesh. At the same time, we are tak-
ing all necessary military and diplomatic 
measures to address our concerns regard-
ing Mosul, Tal Afar and Sinjar. We initiated 
a difficult but sincere dialog with the Iraqi 
government in this process. My recent tele-
phone conversation with Mr. Al-Abadi and 
the visit of our Prime Minister to Baghdad 

and Erbil were important to determine a 
roadmap. Our joint efforts to eliminate ter-
rorist organizations such as Daesh and the 
PKK will continue.

I would like to reiterate that we cannot 
confine our foreign policy to narrow in-
stitutional or ideological perspectives or 
to a “wait-and-see” policy. Neither can we 
limit our actions by paying too much heed 
to “what others say”. We must continue to 
take initiative and conduct conscientious 
diplomacy to achieve strategic effective-
ness. We must take measures, have faith, 
be involved and stay actively engaged.

Turkish-Russian relations emerged intact 
and stronger after the plane incident in the 
previous year thanks to diplomacy and our 
initiatives. The provocation by the traitors 
who brutally assassinated Ambassador 
Karlov failed due to the mutual trust be-
tween Turkey and Russia. We successfully 
completed the process of normalization 
with Israel after our expectations were 
met. I visited Samarkand which is one of 
the cradles of our ancient civilizations to 
start a new page in our relations with Uz-
bekistan after a gap of 13 years.

Turkey’s diplomatic network is the 6th 
largest network in the world. We are suc-
cessfully implementing our outreach from 
Africa to Latin America and Asia. We say 
that “The world is bigger than 5” and take 
every opportunity to express our concerns 
regarding the urgent need to rebuild the 
global system to ensure that it serves hu-
manity. 
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We also support brotherly communities, 
our kin and those in need through the work 
of TİKA, the Turkish Red Crescent, AFAD 
and the Presidency for Turks Abroad and 
Related Communities. We rank second 
after the United States in providing devel-
opment aid and first in terms of aid as a 
ratio to national income. We rank 7th in 
the world with close to 100 bilateral invest-
ment treaties. 

Turkey has a strategic location as a bridge 
between the largest reserves of energy 
in the world and the biggest consumers. 
Trade is an indispensable part of any re-
lationship to ensure its sustainability. For 
this purpose, all ambassadors must focus 
on developing trade relations with the 
countries they serve in. 

Membership to the European 
Union remains a priority

Dear Colleagues,

A busy foreign policy agenda awaits us in 
2017. As you know, talks that are critical 
to the solution of the Cyprus problem will 
be conducted this week. I would like to un-
derline the following in terms of our rela-
tions with the European Union. The world 
is bigger than 5 and Europe is bigger than 
the European Union. Membership to the 
European Union remains a priority for us. 
European Union membership is a strategic 
choice for our country.

We will take necessary steps in this direc-
tion but will not tolerate inconsistent poli-

cies of the Union against our country that 
are guided by double standards. Efforts 
can only be meaningful if they are mutual. 
Steps must be taken by both sides. 

At the beginning of last year, there was a 
positive atmosphere with the European 
Union as a result of our efforts to put an 
end to the perilous journey that our Syrian 
brothers were taking by risking their lives. 
Unfortunately, this positive atmosphere 
did not remain in place. The time has come 
for the European Union to fulfill its com-
mitments regarding the agreement on mi-
gration and stop evading its responsibility. 

Giving priority to the negotiations regard-
ing the updating of the Customs Union 
will be very important in the context of the 
positive agenda. I consider the suggestion 
by the European Union to hold a summit 
meeting as a very positive development. 

Our relations with the United States are 
going through a sensitive period. The chal-
lenges we face in fighting against terrorism 
were compounded by some of the choices 
made by the Obama Administration in 
recent years that created a lot of debate 
among politicians and in the public opin-
ion. As our ally, we would like the United 
States to show their firm commitment and 
unwavering support to our country to help 
us counter the threats from Daesh, FETÖ 
and separatist organizations. 

We hope to enhance our dialog when Pres-
ident-elect Trump is sworn in on January 
20. We hope to reach a common under-
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standing with Mr. Trump, especially on 
regional issues, and cover significant dis-
tance in a short time.

Finally, I hope that 2017 will be a great year 
for our country in the economy, in trade 
and in diplomacy. Just like the first War 
of Independence, Turkey will crown this 
Second Independence War with a victory 
through our joint efforts and by the will 
of Allah. In this effort, our country is unit-
ed as one. As our Ambassadors, you have 
a heavy responsibility on your shoulders 
and I ask you to act on this responsibility 

with the spirit of July 15 to disrupt vile 
machinations against our country. I have 
full confidence in our foreign service that 
has a 500-year-old tradition and our distin-
guished Ambassadors. I wish you success 
in your work.

I hope that the consultations around the 
theme of “2023 Goals: National Values 
and Global Goals” during the Ninth Am-
bassadors Conference will yield beneficial 
results. I salute you all wholeheartedly. All 
the best.
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Distinguished Directors of the Turkish 
Contractors Association, Esteemed Mem-
bers of the Business Community, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. 

I would like to start by congratulating all 
companies that won the Foreign Contract-
ing Services Achievement Awards. We are 

gathered today to present these awards to 
the companies that rank among the top 
250 in the list of the world’s largest con-
tractors. In 2010, we presented awards to 
33 companies. In the ceremony in 2015, 
this number went up to 42 companies. To-
day, we will be presenting awards to a total 
of 45 companies including the companies 
in the 2015 list. 

The Nation is The Guarantor of 
The Presidential System 

Foreign Contracting Services Achievement Awards Ceremony
Ankara | February 22, 2017
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We rank second in the list of contractors 
after China and, praise be to Allah, we 
strengthen our position with each passing 
year. Our contractors have so far undertak-
en projects with a total value of 340 billion 
dollars and contributed to our economy in 
the fields of logistics, employment, tech-
nology and information generation. 

We do not regard the undertaking of in-
ternational projects by our contractors as 
a merely economic activity. I believe that 
they also take the culture, colors and values 
of our country wherever they go. You build 
bridges between civilizations with your 
construction projects. That is why your op-
erations are just as important as the work 
of other institutions. Each company that 
raises the Turkish flag at its construction 
site becomes a representative of our coun-
try. I am convinced that this is also the way 
you view your own work.

Esteemed Friends,

Our contracting companies have imple-
mented important projects in the regions 
close to Turkey in particular and they car-
ry on with this work. Nevertheless, let me 
point out that our position is far from re-
flecting our potential. For example, Korean 
and Chinese companies have respectively 
a share of 21 percent and 17 percent of the 
projects in the Middle East while our com-
panies have a share lower than 8 percent. 
Likewise, the Chinese and the Italians have 
respectively 55 percent and 10 percent of 
the African market, while our share is low-

er than 5 percent. Yet these are regions that 
we have very strong historical ties with; 
therefore, we should be ranking much 
higher in their lists.

Furthermore, it is true that Turkey’s neigh-
boring region has been going through great 
turmoil in recent years. The impact of con-
flicts, destruction, and human tragedy is 
felt everywhere. One of the consequences 
of this most unfortunate situation is the 
adverse effects on our contractors. I am 
aware of all of their problems. I take these 
up with all of the heads of state and gov-
ernment who visit Turkey or that I meet 
on my foreign visits and make sure to relay 
our messages.

The journey that took us to where we are 
today has been an arduous one. We all 
worked keenly, we worked very hard; we 
fought tooth and nail, so to say. We will 
never let our hard work go to waste. To-
gether we will achieve even greater success 
in reaching our 2023 goals. We achieved 
three-fold growth in Turkey in 14 years 
and, with Allah’s help, we will repeat the 
same success in the upcoming years and 
join the top 10 economies of the world. 
You all know very well that you have to be-
lieve in something to achieve it. We believe 
in our country, in our nation; we trust and 
believe in our business people and contrac-
tors.

Crisis periods are about growth, 
not downsizing
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July 15 has once more shown that a blow 
which does not kill you only makes you 
stronger. Turkey is a country that has 
weathered many attacks, crises, chaos 
and coups, successfully survived all and 
emerged stronger. The same is true of you. 
If you survive this delicate process with pa-
tience, determination and concentration, 
you will see much greater opportunities 
appearing before you. 

As the state, we create new opportunities 
to support you. For example, we recently 
established a new institution which I be-
lieve will help you solve your problems in 
securing guarantees for large tenders. As a 
productive, hard-working and developing 
country, Turkey will be offering extensive 
support to the projects of our contractors 
and in all other fields through the Turkey 
Wealth Fund. Surely, this step, as well as 
the recent Eximbank initiative, will fur-
ther facilitate our journey and strengthen 
our efforts.

Likewise, a new and interesting possibility 
is for us to share our experience in pub-
lic-private partnership projects with other 
countries. This method will take you one 
step further, not only in the contracting 
sector but also in transportation, health-
care, energy, telecommunication and sim-
ilar fields. Rest assured that if you take one 
step, the state will take 10 steps to come 
closer to you.

Dear Brothers,

Recently we have been witnessing the use 
of economic weapons to weaken Turkey, 
since other attempts to create chaos to 
bring our country on its knees have failed. 
The truth of the matter is that Turkey has 
no serious problems on the economic front. 
The economic fluctuations originate from 
the psychological climate triggered by 
global and regional instabilities and their 
reflections on Turkey. Global and regional 
crises do not come about overnight, nei-
ther do they lose their grip so quickly. To 
ensure that we are not impacted, we need 
to implement our own programs, come up 
with our own solutions and find new ways. 
This is why we created instruments such as 
the Turkey Wealth Fund.

When faced with crises, our strategy is 
never to downsize, retreat or withdraw; on 
the contrary, our strategy is to grow, push 
forward and be brave. This is why we pur-
sue an active policy in Syria. This is why we 
are trying to have a say in Iraq. This is why 
we work hand in hand with our exporters, 
tourism operators, contractors and all rele-
vant sectors in our search for new means, 
new tools and new methods.

Praise be to Allah, we have slowly started 
to reap the fruits of our efforts. Our ex-
ports are back on an upward trend. There 
are signs of new activity in tourism. I see 
that our employers are eager to join the 
employment mobilization which we de-
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clared and backed up with serious govern-
ment support. Hopefully, the international 
contracting sector will start experiencing a 
similar momentum.

Let me reiterate this once more: there is 
no turning back in our book. We are de-
termined to advance and always journey 
forward. We made a promise to our people. 
Hopefully, we will take Turkey above the 
level of modern civilization. We have spent 
the past 14 years working towards this goal 
and, along the way, had to fight many chal-
lenges, including powers of tutelage as well 
as failed military coups. Our nation’s sup-
port helped us overcome all obstacles and 
carried us to this day. 

Turkey suffered a great deal 
from an authority conflict 

It is not in anyone’s interest for the cur-
rent crisis in Syria and Iraq to remain in 
its current state. We see how the problems 
escalating in this region had immediate 
and bloody repercussions in the world as 
demonstrated by the terrorist attacks in 
Europe and in the United States. Unfortu-
nately, we have experienced once too often 
that you cannot find peace behind wire 
fences and high border walls. The solution 
to the crisis in our region does not lie in 
total isolation. The solution is to find ways 
of securing the political and economic fu-
tures of the people of the region.

The world, and especially the developed 
countries, have failed the test in the crises 

in Syria and Iraq. I believe that the lessons 
learned here will help, first of all, stop the 
clashes and then pave the way for a solution 
that will be in harmony with the region’s 
historical, cultural, religious, and sectarian 
balances. Turkey offers many types of sup-
port to efforts towards this goal and will 
continue to do so.

Esteemed Friends,

Change is an important fact of life. As a 
nation, we have to work hard to build our-
selves a stronger, bigger and more prosper-
ous future in light of the lessons we have 
drawn from our history. The changes in 
politics, economy and social life are bound 
to have an effect on the system of govern-
ment in a country.

Ever since Turkey adopted a multi-party 
system, crises reigned in many fields, rang-
ing from the election of the president to 
various coalition governments. Instability 
was a product of this fragile atmosphere 
and the lifeline of the bureaucratic oligar-
chy and a tutelage system that we all com-
plain about. Illegitimate centers of power 
permeated through the cracks in the cur-
rent system to gain influence. I assure you 
that people who insist that Turkey contin-
ue on the same path are either unaware of 
the past or they owe their existence to the 
old antiquated system.

Looking back, we sometimes lose sight of 
the ordeals and operations Turkey had to 
live through to arrive at the present stage. 
We did not arrive at this point out of the 
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blue. Turkey suffered greatly from the 
tensions between the legislative, execu-
tive and judicial powers and conflicting 
mandates between these powers. Military 
coups, memoranda and coalitions bred po-
litical chaos and economic crises, which 
in turn created an extraordinary burden 
on our country. The fights between the 
president and the prime minister alone 
are sufficient reason to question the sys-
tem. Furthermore, the 2007 constitutional 
amendment handed us two executive pow-
ers with broad constitutional powers that 
both draw their legitimacy from the people 
and these conflicts will inevitably be more 
destructive in today’s context.

Now some people may claim, “This is the 
way things have been for the past 10 years 
and we have had no problems.” Yet, it is not 
the system we should be thankful to for 
the lack of problems in the past 10 years. 
We have had no problems because we have 
had people in these positions who come 
from the same political school of thought, 
share the same ideals and know each other 
closely. Imagine the turmoil if people with 
different ambitions and goals occupy these 
positions in the future. We cannot throw 
our country into such chaos. The constitu-
tional amendment which will be put to a 
public vote on April 16 is the solution that 
our Parliament, upon the demand of our 
nation, has developed and adopted in case 
of such a risk.

You may remember that I had mentioned 
the same subject two years ago in our meet-
ing in 2015 and had said that the Parlia-
ment had to start working on changing our 

system of government at once. Our Parlia-
ment fulfilled its task. We believe that the 
new presidential system introduced by the 
constitutional amendment is the right one 
and support it wholeheartedly with all our 
might. Our nation will make the final deci-
sion on April 16.

The new system secures stability 

Esteemed Friends,

In your presence, I would like to explain the 
following facts to our business people and 
the whole nation. The opposition is trying 
to confuse our people by insisting on inter-
preting the constitutional amendment in 
completely irrelevant ways. Yet all is clear 
as daylight. The constitutional amendment 
is composed of a total of 18 articles. My re-
quest from you and all of our citizens is to 
read these 18 articles one by one. The truth 
about the arguments of the opposition will 
then become evident.

The main rationale behind the new presi-
dential system is to secure an environment 
of stability and trust. The president and the 
parliament that will draw their authority 
from our nation as a result of the elections 
will govern the country for 5 years. There 
will be no coalition, no fighting or friction 
and each of our citizens, including our 
business people, will have more predict-
ability as they go on with their lives. The 
president will be in charge of the execu-
tive, while the parliament will carry out its 
legislative duties and the judiciary will ad-
minister justice. Thus, none of the powers 
will dominate the others.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

132

Wherein lies the biggest guarantee for this 
system? The nation is the biggest guaran-
tor of this system because you need an 
all-embracing approach with relevant pro-
grams, plans and projects as well as a plu-
ralistic understanding in order to get the 
support of over 50 percent of our citizens. 
Seeing that the party which I helped found 
has been consistently getting 45 to 50 per-
cent of the votes for the past 10 years, they 
think that it is easy to get this level of sup-
port. It is indeed tragicomic that those who 
cannot get even the support of 5 members 
from their family of 10 take a 50 percent 
election result lightly.

In this country, a president who has to get 
the support of over half of the nation will 
always have his eyes on the people because 
5 years go by very fast. Come the next elec-
tion, he will have to appear before the na-
tion and get over 50 percent of the votes. 
Therefore, he will have to meet the expecta-
tions of the majority of the population and 
win their hearts.

In a similar vein, while the president could 
only be prosecuted for high treason in the 

past, he is now subject to parliamentary 
and judicial oversight. In other words, the 
president will be under strict control to the 
day of elections. How could a president un-
der these circumstances foster intentions 
other than to serve his people? Can he ever 
go astray? He can never get away with such 
things.

Let me reiterate once more: the biggest 
advantage of the new system is the way it 
secures an environment of stability for the 
coming 5 years. A president who makes use 
of these 5 years well may be able to carry 
out great projects. If, on the contrary, the 
person elected as president wastes the au-
thority vested in him by the nation, he will 
be buried first in the ballot box and then 
in history. This is the sole truth. The rest is 
empty words. 

As I leave you with these thoughts, let 
me congratulate Turkish companies that 
ranked in the list of the largest interna-
tional contracting companies in the world 
in 2015 and 2016 and wish you success in 
your work. I convey my heartfelt greetings 
to you all and wish you all well. 
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Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Heads of Delegations, Es-
teemed Ministers, Mr. Secretary General, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you all. I am very happy to be among 

you on the occasion of the 13th Summit of 

the Economic Cooperation Organization. I 

pray to Allah that this summit which is tak-

ing place at a critical time brings blessings 

to our countries, our region, and all of hu-

manity. 

We Cannot Jeopardize Our Future 
For The Interests of Those Who 

are Foreign to The Region 

13th Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organization
İslamabad, Pakistan | March 1, 2017
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I would like to thank the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan who organized the summit and 
extended their traditional hospitality to us, 
as well as our host Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif. I would also like to thank the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran and President Rouhani, 
who hosted the secretariat of the organi-
zation and handed over the rotating pres-
idency to Pakistan, for their contributions 
and hard work. I would like to congratulate 
Secretary General Halil İbrahim Akça and 
his team who carried out their secretarial 
duties with great success.

Esteemed Brothers,

The Economic Cooperation Organization 
extends across approximately 8,000,000 
km2 and covers a population of over 400 
million. At the same time, this organiza-
tion which we are a proud member of, 
represents our common values, deep-root-
ed history and brotherhood. The summit 
meeting offers us a major opportunity to 
take stock and make an overall assessment 
of our organization, identify our shortcom-
ings and bolster our vision accordingly.

The current figures clearly show that we 
are not sufficiently mobilizing our poten-
tial. Although the region of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization represents 6.2 
percent of the world’s population, its share 
in world trade is only 2 percent. Therefore, 
it is imperative that we take steps to in-
crease intra-regional trade. That is why it is 
very important to enforce ECOTA. I invite 
concerned member countries to fulfill the 
conditions necessary for realizing this pro-

ject. Likewise, we should increase the qual-
ity of the air, road and railroad connections 
in order to increase trade and contacts be-
tween our countries.

The theme of our summit “Connecting 
Transportation, Communication and 
Trade Lines for Regional Prosperity” is a 
clear manifestation of this need. The effec-
tive implementation of the Transit Trans-
port Framework Agreement will help form 
region-wide transportation corridors. We 
have carried out many big projects in recent 
years in Turkey within this framework. We 
completed and inaugurated the Yavuz Sul-
tan Selim Bridge as well as Marmaray and 
Eurasia Tunnels, all connecting Asia with 
Europe. We connected the northern and 
southern shores of the Marmara Sea with 
the Osman Gazi Bridge. We attach great im-
portance to the ongoing Edirne-Kars High-
Speed Train and Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railroad 
projects and the 1915 Çanakkale Bridge to 
be built over the Dardanelles Strait. In fact, 
these investments are components of the 
modern version of the ancient Silk Road. 
In this context, I believe that the new silk 
Road Project by China called “One Belt, 
One Road” is also very important.

Currently under construction, Istanbul’s 
third airport, which will be the largest air-
port in the world, will contribute greatly to 
our region. We implement these projects 
not only for ourselves but also for over 400 
million sisters and brothers who live in the 
region of the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization.
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Dear Friends,

Energy is one of the areas we must focus on 
in order to strengthen the Economic Coop-
eration Organization further. My country 
will provide support to all initiatives which 
will make this subject an important com-
ponent of our cooperation. In addition, we 
also have to utilize the existing platforms 
in the organization more effectively in 
fields such as agriculture, environment 
and tourism. We attach great importance 
to the 2025 Vision. We believe that this vi-
sion will effectively guide our cooperation 
efforts in the next 10 years. 

In terms of the implementation of the vi-
sion document, we believe that it is impor-
tant to establish the Vision Fund. It will be 
appropriate to set up the fund under the 
ECO Trade and Development Bank (ECO 
Bank) to ensure that it is operated efficient-
ly and productively. We must strengthen 
ECO Bank which is of critical importance 
for project and trade financing and diversi-
fy its activities.

Our solidarity is essential in the 
political arena 

Esteemed Brothers,

The calendar of our organization is full 
of many meetings every year on various 
subjects. However, we have not made suffi-
cient progress in coming up with concrete 
projects and implementing them.

As member states, we also have some prob-
lems with respect to taking ownership of 
this organization. There is no doubt that 
the best way to show that we support this 
organization is to fulfill our budgetary re-
sponsibilities. I am confident that we will 
overcome problems in this area. I hope that 
the reform process launched with a view 
to reinforcing the expertise and human re-
sources capacity of the secretariat will be 
completed successfully. We can strengthen 
our economic and trade relations only by 
overcoming threats against our security 
and stability.

I would like to place emphasis on one spe-
cific point: even though this meeting is a 
summit of the Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization, the underlying framework is 
defined by politics and political perspec-
tives. Therefore, we cannot disregard poli-
tics as we take steps for the benefit of our 
community of brothers. Our solidarity in 
the political arena is of crucial importance.

Many countries have problems regarding 
this issue. For instance, both Afghanistan 
and Azerbaijan have been suffering for 
years. Our organization and its member 
countries cannot ignore the Nagorno Kara-
bakh problem. The talks that are ongoing 
for over 20 years did not yield any results. 
The Minsk Group has not been able to solve 
this problem. This means that we have to 
take matters into our own hands. We have 
to take firm steps in solidarity with both 
ECO and the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration in all matters that concern member 
countries. We must all mention Armenia’s 
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occupation in all international meetings. I 
believe that it will be easier to get results if 
we act together.

The same is also true for Afghanistan. If Af-
ghanistan is left on its own, it will never rid 
itself of the scourge of terrorism.

We have to increase our solidarity and co-
operation against all types of terrorism. 
Today, Turkey is waging a difficult fight 
against bloody terrorist organizations such 
as Daesh, FETÖ, PKK and PYD. We have 
to purge our region from these murderous 
gangs who violently massacre innocent 
people and recognize no principle, morals 
or values. 

We cannot allow Muslims to be held re-
sponsible for the inhuman murders com-
mitted by these terrorist organizations. We 
also need to be alert against schemes that 
try to provoke ethnic and sectarian con-
flict, competition and chaos in our region. 
We cannot jeopardize our future for the 
interests of those who are foreign to the re-
gion. Our primary duty is to stop the blood-

shed in brotherly countries such as Syria, 
Iraq, Yemen and Libya and put out the fire 
of sedition. 

Turkey will continue to work for the 
well-being, peace and security of its own 
citizens as well as the 400 million brothers 
and sisters that live in the countries which 
are members of this organization.

On the other hand, we also need to increase 
our solidarity with our brothers and sisters 
in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus who are unfairly subjected to isola-
tion. In this context, it would be helpful to 
make the Turkish Republic of Northern Cy-
prus which is a temporary observer in the 
Economic Cooperation Organization into 
a permanent observer and encourage our 
organization to hold some ECO activities in 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

On behalf of myself and my country, I 
would like to thank all of our brothers who 
have contributed to the organization of 
this summit. 
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Distinguished Participants, Esteemed 
Guests, Esteemed Ombudsmen from the 
Republic of Turkey and friendly countries, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly with my deep-
est respects and affection. I wish success 
for the proceedings of the 4th International 
Ombudsman Symposium. 

I would like to thank the Turkish Ombuds-
man Institution, the Distinguished Chief 
Ombudsman and his co-workers for organ-
izing this important symposium. I would 
like to welcome all of our esteemed friends 
from Turkey and abroad who are partici-
pating in the symposium and thank them 
in advance for their suggestions, criticisms 
and contributions.

Turkey is a Safe Haven 
For the Oppressed 

The 4th International Ombudsman Symposium | Ankara | March 2, 2017
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There is no doubt that these types of sym-
posia provide opportunities for a general 
assessment and candid introspection while 
they also contribute to an exchange of ex-
periences among different countries and 
enable participants to identify common 
shortcomings and mistakes. I believe that 
the discussions, presentations, and the ex-
change of views which will take place dur-
ing the next two days will strengthen our 
Ombudsman Institution in every aspect.

Distinguished Friends, 

The Ombudsman Institution that we found-
ed in 2012 is a concrete manifestation of 
our will to bring the state and the citizens 
together for the purpose of removing the 
barriers between them. In fact, we wanted 
to establish the Ombudsman Institution 
much sooner in Turkey. Towards this goal, 
we adopted Law 5548 in the Grand Nation-
al Assembly of Turkey in 2006. However, 
as you all know, this law was annulled by 
the Constitutional Court at the time. So, 
the establishment of the ombudsman or-
ganization was delayed. Despite this delay, 
I am pleased to see that this institution that 
is inspired by and rooted in our Ottoman 
history now serves our citizens.

However, let me draw your attention to 
one specific point. The way in which the 
Ombudsman Institution had to be estab-
lished is very telling in terms of the habits 
of old Turkey and the way people take en-
trenched positions. This is a critical exam-
ple as it reveals the reasons for changing 
the system of government in Turkey. The 
approach of those who went to the Consti-

tutional Court for the annulment of the law 
in 2006 is exactly the kind of problem that 
we are trying to prevent with the presiden-
tial system. You know that those who went 
to court for the annulment of Law 5548 
in 2006 were the President and the main 
opposition party. This annulment decision 
was not a surprise to anyone who knew the 
views of the President and the main op-
position party and the composition of the 
Constitutional Court at the time.

Indeed, it has not been easy for Turkey 
to arrive at where it is today. For a long 
time, we had to fight against an attitude 
that blocked, not facilitated, the provision 
of services to the people because this was 
their way of maintaining the status quo. 
We tried to serve our country by stand-
ing up to a mentality which hung over our 
heads like the “sword of Damocles”, exert-
ed continuous pressure on elected officials 
and used public power as a tool to control 
politics. 

Unfortunately, many projects, services and 
works which would have been in the inter-
est of the country and its citizens have been 
sabotaged by mechanisms of tutelage that 
were specifically planted in the system. 
Steps which would have increased efficien-
cy and productivity in the public sector 
and strengthen transparency, accountabil-
ity and oversight were obstructed based on 
a number of excuses. Laws, the constitu-
tion and legislation were interpreted from 
an ideological point of view that complete-
ly upheld the status quo instead of being 
innovative, conciliatory and objective.
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The governance style that 
lorded over the citizens has 
come to an end 

Looking back from our vantage point to-
day, what I have been telling you may seem 
like distant events that took place many 
years ago. I am aware that our foreign 
guests in particular may have difficulty 
in understanding what I am referring to. 
Nevertheless, what we experienced did 
not take place in time immemorial or the 
distant past; it took place only 3-5 years 
ago. You can be sure that if we had not tak-
en a tough stance and grabbed the bull by 
the horns with our hands and bodies, we 
would not have achieved even 10 percent 
of what has been done so far in our coun-
try.

Thankfully, owing to our hard work and 
the strong support of our nation, Turkey 
achieved significant change and trans-
formation also in this field. The biggest 
change took place in the nature of the rela-
tionship between the state and its citizens. 
In the past 14 years, the state adopted a sys-
tem that puts the citizens first and protects 
the rights of the citizens before the state. 
Previously, affairs of the state had always 
prevailed over the benefits to the citizens.

People no longer believe that the state is 
boundless; there are structures in place 
that constrain the state by laws, conscience, 
and international agreements and rules. 
The old relationship between the state and 
the people based on fear of and intimida-

tion by the state has been replaced with 
an atmosphere where people feel fully at-
tached to the state even at the cost of their 
lives, as was seen during the failed coup on 
July 15. In Turkey today, government pri-
oritizes serving its citizens, instead of act-
ing in a patronizing, despotic and arrogant 
manner towards them. We cannot have a 
single citizen turning away from a state 
institution feeling disappointed, heartbro-
ken or aggrieved. We believe that regard-
less of their ethnicity, religion, sect, world-
view or lifestyle, all citizens of this country 
are equal; they have equal rights and we 
fight to secure them every day.

Esteemed Friends, 

We cannot claim to have achieved all of 
our goals to reach perfection. We are aware 
that this is a long and arduous process. 
However, despite the challenges we face, 
we know that the reforms we implemented 
did bring us one step closer to our ideals.

Indeed, the events that unfolded on July 
15 once again prove this. All 80 million 
citizens left their differences aside and 
stood guard over the state. A gang that had 
infiltrated the state over the past 40 years 
and exploited the nation’s property, liveli-
hood and children under the guise of de-
livering service and education to them was 
defeated thanks to the resistance of our 80 
million-strong population. That night, our 
nation was engaged in an epic struggle for 
democracy, now engraved in history, with 
their blood and lives. 
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We are currently taking firm steps to elim-
inate this organization from public insti-
tutions. Despite the challenges, we hope to 
carry on with this effort based on the rel-
evant legislative framework. Likewise, we 
are trying to remove traces of the destruc-
tion caused by this organization on the 
state and our social structure. In addition, 
we are having to deal with the remnants 
of Old Turkey who like to hunt in foggy 
weather and depend on crises and chaos 
for their survival. Hopefully, Turkey’s path 
and fortune will grow brighter once the 
remnants of FETÖ and the powers behind 
the tutelage regime are completely elim-
inated. Our Ombudsman Institution has 
important responsibilities in this process.

Despite all the hurdles it experienced dur-
ing its establishment, praise be to Allah, 
our Ombudsman Institution renders major 
services to our nation today. The number of 
applications made to the Institution in the 
past 5 years is an important indication of 
the need met by the Ombudsman. As was 
mentioned a moment ago, nearly 25 thou-
sand applications have been made to the 
Institution so far. More than 23 thousand 
of these applications have been examined 
and concluded. The rate of compliance 
with the decisions made by the Ombuds-
man Institution is currently at 42 percent. 
Considering that this rate was 27 percent 
in 2013, we can appreciate the gradual in-
crease in the efficiency of this institution 
and the enforcement of its decisions. How-
ever, we do not consider these rates to be 
sufficient. Therefore, we should all work 
together to increase them further. Hopeful-

ly, with the support of our government and 
parliament as well as my personal support, 
this rate will go up to well-deserved levels 
for our country.

Powerful countries are 
indifferent to migrants 

Esteemed Guests,

I believe that the choice of “Migration and 
Refugees” as the theme of this year’s sym-
posium is very apt. Not only our country 
but all regions of the world, including Asia, 
Europe, Africa and America, are now fac-
ing the issue of migration and refugees. We 
just watched a video on migration, show-
ing innocent children running away from 
war and terrorism. We should all embrace 
these people, these children, as required 
by the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. However, powerful countries are 
not sensitive to this issue at all.

At present, politics is mainly focused on 
debates regarding migrants, especially in 
Europe. Debate is good, but there are no ac-
tions taken to solve this problem. Western 
countries and international organizations 
are mere bystanders to this tragedy. 

We have to make a clarification on one 
point: although the issue of migration and 
refugees remains high on the agenda of 
various states and international organiza-
tions, it is mostly discussed in the context 
of its security implications. Unfortunately, 
the humanitarian, social, legal and con-
scientious dimensions of the problem are 
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not sufficiently discussed. There is no doubt 
that terrorist attacks have had a serious 
impact on this discussion. Some centers of 
power in the West, especially racist groups, 
try to build a parallel between the refugees 
and terrorist attacks. Viewing the issue of 
refugees and migration only from a secu-
rity perspective will scar the conscience of 
humanity. 

First of all, it is imperative that we discuss 
what lies at the root of the problem, name-
ly the conditions that have forced people 
to leave their homes, their homelands and 
loved ones behind. No one will put them-
selves or the lives of their families and 
their beloved children at risk by sailing in 
makeshift boats across rough seas, unless 
they have compelling reasons. During the 
past two years, our Coast Guard rescued 
130 thousand migrants from drowning at 
sea and brought them to our country. If 
millions of people take this risk despite so 
many tragic events, it means that we have 
a serious problem we need to think about. 

Unless we identify the reasons that took 
baby Aylan and others like him to their 
death, we cannot accurately determine 
what steps need to be taken to solve this 
problem. In this context, I attach great 
value to the consultation that was carried 
out with humanitarian aid organizations 
in addition to public bodies in order to 
determine the themes and topics for the 
presentations and discussions in this sym-
posium because these institutions have 
first-hand information about the reasons 
that force people to migrate.

The representatives of these organizations 
witness first-hand the planes that destroy 
the hopes of children, the civilians who try 
to survive barrel bombs and prisons where 
all kinds of torture are present. They are the 
ones who know best that this issue cannot 
be addressed only in the context of secu-
rity and as a humanitarian crisis. I believe 
that the contributions that they will make 
to the discussions and the experience they 
will share will be extremely valuable both 
for our guests and the Ombudsman Insti-
tution.

We are the most generous 
country in the world in terms of 
humanitarian and development 
aid 

Distinguished Friends,

Although Turkey recently has had to face 
the issue of migration and refugees due 
to the instability in Syria and Iraq, we are 
not foreign to this subject because of our 
history and geographical location. Anato-
lia is truly a home for migrants. For many 
centuries, these lands have been a safe 
haven to people who were oppressed, un-
der pressure and persecuted in their own 
countries. All persecuted groups, includ-
ing Jews who were fleeing massacres 500 
years ago, Christians in Western Europe 
and Circassians, have found refuge in this 
country. 
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As I have pointed on other occasions be-
fore, Turkey is a safe haven; it is a coun-
try where the oppressed can feel safe. In 
the words of our late brother Fethi Gemu-
hluoğlu, this is the country “of friends who 
wipe your tears without touching your 
eyes”. Our nation has embraced everyone 
who came to its door regardless of their 
religion, language or ethnicity, and shared 
its livelihood with them. We believe in the 
blessing that comes from giving and shar-
ing, and that you have to let live in order to 
live and survive. 

With this understanding, we provided pro-
tection to our neighbors from Syria and 
Iraq; we did not leave them to the mercy 
of murderers and terrorists with blood on 
their hands. We mobilized all our means 
to extend help to our brothers and sisters 
who were trying to hold on to life both in 
our country and on the border. Moreover, 
we prevented loss of lives in the Aegean 
and broke the chain of human smuggling 
by establishing control over irregular mi-
gration. We spent over 25 billion dollars 
for our brothers and sisters from Syria 
and Iraq. In the meantime, the assistance 
by international organizations remains at 
roughly 800 million dollars including the 
most recent contributions. Today, Turkey 
is the most generous country in the world 
with its humanitarian and development 
assistance in over 140 countries.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to underline that, regrettably, developed 
countries did not show even 10 percent of 
Turkey’s efforts. Countries that attempt to 

scold and lecture us on democracy and law 
at every opportunity have remained silent 
in the face of the violations of the most fun-
damental human rights in regions such as 
Iraq and Syria. Unfortunately, the interna-
tional community and organizations have 
failed to resolve these humanitarian crises. 

Turkey’s offer for the establishment of a 
terror-free safe zone which we have been 
constantly mentioning for years has been 
ignored. There was protracted silence as 
terrorist organizations such as Daesh and 
YPG took a foothold in the region and ex-
panded their areas of influence. 

In the past we had proposed the establish-
ment of a “safe zone” to protect innocent 
people in Syria and Iraq. At the time, our 
interlocutors in our bilateral contacts all 
indicated that they found this idea very 
positive. However, Turkey’s plans were 
stalled through policies of diversion.

We are the ones that wage the most seri-
ous struggle against all terrorist elements 
in the region, especially Daesh. Those who 
provide arms to PYD and YPG are indirect-
ly supporting Daesh. We have documents 
to this effect.

We have martyrs, but we also neutralized 
over 3 thousand Daesh fighters, who were 
constituting a threat to us, in the Jarabulus 
Operation which we carried out with the 
Free Syrian Army.

Daesh has nothing to do with Islam. 
Daesh is an un-Islamic organization. Some 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

144

friends talk about “Islamic radicalism or 
Islamic terror”. Please do not bring Islam 
and terrorism together. Islam is a religion 
of peace.

The countries in the region and their in-
nocent civilians are bearing the brunt of 
misplaced policies by becoming the targets 
of bombs, chemical weapons and violent 
murders. We continue to observe the same 
heedlessness and indifference today.

Antep, Brussels and Berlin 
cannot live in peace as Aleppo 
and Mosul burn 

Dear Friends, 

In a globalizing world that is increasingly 
becoming a big village, no one can remain 
indifferent to the problems of others. Pain 
has no color. Our faith and grief are shared. 
We cannot solve problems by ignoring 
them. If we want peace, we should turn our 
attention to the areas of crises and conflict, 
instead of withdrawing within our borders. 
We should remember that our security can 
only be assured through the safety of our 
neighbors. The tragic events of the past few 
years have shown that Antep, Brussels and 
Berlin cannot live in peace while Aleppo, 
Baghdad and Mosul burn. Therefore, we 
must do what is necessary. The solutions 
that will prevent the Mediterranean from 

becoming a giant graveyard swallowing 
the bodies of tens of thousands of refugees 
are all too clear. 

We underline that the problem of refu-
gees and migration cannot be overcome 
without making sacrifices and sharing the 
burden of others. Neither can it be solved 
without changing the current system of ex-
ploitation by blood. We state that provok-
ing conflict for economic gain and escalat-
ing ethnic, religious and sectarian tensions 
are no solution to the problems we face. 
I believe that as a country hosting 3 mil-
lion refugees in its territory, Turkey’s ex-
perience based on its history and the past 
6 years can be extremely valuable in this 
context.

Similarly, I attach great importance to the 
observations and experiences of the coun-
tries represented here today. This is espe-
cially true for African countries. I believe 
that this symposium will set the stage for a 
detailed discussion of all these experienc-
es and produce a set of recommendations 
that will provide guidance to the whole 
world.

With these thoughts, I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to the organizers of 
the symposium. I would like to extend my 
heartfelt and respectful greetings to you 
all. All the best. 
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My Esteemed Friend, Distinguished Mem-
bers of the Delegation, 

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you. Thank you for your kind invi-
tation and sincere hospitality.

Today, we take an important step for our 
two countries and region. I hope that this 

council meeting will yield beneficial re-
sults. If you also agree, let us stop using the 
term “normalization” in our official state-
ments as of today. We believe that those 
days are long gone.

We discussed topics such as the economy 
and Syria in our one-on-one meeting. We 
frequently discuss regional and interna-

We Must Focus on Our 
100-Billion-Dollar Trade Volume 

Target 

Opening Address of the 6th High-Level Russia-Turkey Cooperation 
Council Meeting | Moscow, Russia | March 10, 2017 
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tional matters face to face, or when needed, 
over the phone. In this context, it is essen-
tial that we keep channels for all political 
and diplomatic dialog open for a swift 
solution to potential crises. I am convinced 
that yesterday’s Social Forum will launch 
new activities that will add momentum to 
our relations. 

We attach great importance to the devel-
opment of commercial and economic re-
lations that currently serve as the driving 
force of our bilateral relations. The volume 
of our bilateral trade was 17 billion dollars 
last year with our imports making up most 
of this figure. We must adopt a well-bal-
anced approach to reach our goal of 100 
billion dollars in trade.

The agreements we will be signing today 
will reinforce the legal basis of our eco-
nomic relations. However, we should also 
complete the normalization process from 
an economic perspective. For this purpose, 
I would like to remind my dear friend once 
more that sanctions must be completely 
and swiftly lifted. The elimination of re-
strictions against our companies and citi-
zens who are doing business in Russia is a 
matter of urgency for us.

There are two other points regarding our 
trade that I would like to express here. The 
first has to do with the lifting of restric-
tions on the frequency of scheduled flights 
and the diversification of flight destina-
tions for both sides. The second issue is the 
inclusion of Turkish industrialists in the 
supply chain for the MS21 planes manu-

factured by Russia. We can also focus on 
other subjects that may be brought up by 
the relevant ministers and other officials at 
this stage. 

We have close cooperation in the field of 
energy that is conducted through contacts 
between relevant officials. In this context, 
we are pleased to see that the TurkStream 
Agreement is now in effect. We expect the 
work to gain impetus and look forward to 
the timely completion of the pipeline.

It is of key importance that the Akkuyu Nu-
clear Power Plant project is commissioned 
on time. On our part, we are spending all 
due effort and working hard to ensure this.

We spoke about the issue of military and 
technical cooperation in our one-on-one 
meeting, therefore, I do not want to take 
up your time by revisiting the same sub-
ject. Our cooperation in this field is also of 
utmost significance.

We must recapture the 
momentum in tourism 

A subject I personally find specifically im-
portant is human and cultural relations. 
We are mutually declaring the year 2019 
as the year of Culture and Tourism. I be-
lieve that the activities to be organized in 
this scope will enable our peoples to get to 
know each other more closely. For this pur-
pose, a Yunus Emre statue and the statue 
of Russia’s first cosmonaut will be erected 
in Moscow and in Ankara respectively, as a 
major step. 
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We must recapture the momentum in tour-
ism. We expect you to encourage the peo-
ple of Russia in this respect. The use of Mir 
Card for the facilitation of payments will 
add significant impetus to this process. If 
necessary preparations to launch the activ-
ities of the Yunus Emre Turkish Cultural 
Center in Moscow are completed on time, 
we can inaugurate this center during an-
other high-level visit.

The Social Forum has not yet reached the 
desired level due to the change in the ad-
ministration on the Russian side and the 
interruption last year. I think that it will 
be beneficial to instruct the Co-Chairs, the 
Secretary General and heads of sub-com-
mittees once again that they must increase 
mutual dialog to make the Forum more ef-
fective. 

We also need to revive our Visa Exemption 
Agreement. We understand that you are 
working on some formula regarding the 
visas for business people, Turkish drivers 
working in commercial transportation to 
Russia, airline crews and official passport 
holders. However, our wish is to see full ex-
emption as soon as possible.

Distinguished President, Esteemed Partic-
ipants, 

We just exchanged our views on Syria and 
the fight against terror with my dear friend 
President Putin. We all have important du-
ties in the context of stopping the blood-
shed and reinstating stability in Syria right 

away. It is essential that we act in close co-
ordination in the field of combatting ter-
rorism. The authorities in charge on both 
sides will soon carry out consultations on 
this matter.

Our determination in fighting against oth-
er terrorist organizations must match our 
determination in acting against Daesh in 
Syria. In this context, we expect to see that 
the activities of the PYD in Moscow are ter-
minated as they are the Syrian arm of the 
PKK.

You already know the importance we at-
tach to our fight against the FETÖ terrorist 
organization. I appreciate your sensitivity 
to this matter. However, we should remem-
ber that this organization is good at car-
rying out undercover activities using dif-
ferent names. I am sure that you will take 
necessary steps about individuals and or-
ganizations in Moscow and St. Petersburg 
who are linked to this organization. 

Mr. President, Esteemed Members of the 
Delegation, 

The solution of the Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict is a matter of urgency. Recent clashes 
have clearly shown how critical the situa-
tion is and how it creates an increased risk 
of a new war between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia. Therefore, we regard it as impera-
tive that comprehensive negotiations start 
as soon as possible. We believe that as one 
of the Co-Chairs of the Minsk Group, Rus-
sia can play a pioneering role. 
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Protecting stability and security in the 
Black Sea is in our common interest. We 
will continue to cooperate with you on is-
sues related to security in the Black Sea, as 
part of our regional focus. The Black Sea 
Economic Organization is one of our com-
mon values. Allow me to mention that I will 
be very happy to host you at the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation Summit to be held 
on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 
its foundation in Istanbul on May 22, 2017. 

Distinguished President, Dear Friends, 

This is roughly the framework I said I 

would be outlining in the beginning. I am 

sure that this will be a productive meeting 

with a lot of substance thanks to your val-

uable contributions. At this point, I would 

like to salute all of the participants of the 

Council.
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Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Partici-
pants, Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to salute you with respect and 
affection. 

Welcome to Istanbul where continents and 
civilizations meet. I would like to thank 
each of you for attending the Istanbul 
Summit organized for the eighth time by 

the Atlantic Council. I am very pleased to 
be among such a select gathering and to 
have a chance to address you on the occa-
sion of this important summit. I hope that 
the summit will yield beneficial results for 
our countries and mankind.

I consider the choice of this year’s summit 
theme as “Strengthening Transatlantic En-
gagement with a Turbulent Region” to be 

It is Unacceptable to Find 
Ourselves Alone in The Fight 

Against Terrorism 

8th Atlantic Council Istanbul Summit | İstanbul | April 28, 2017 
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very fitting. I would like to thank all par-
ticipants in advance for contributing to the 
summit with their suggestions, criticisms 
and ideas.

Esteemed Guests,

The world is indeed going through a tur-
bulent period. Due to the uncertainties 
we are facing, it is difficult to predict our 
global future or make projections about 
what lies ahead tomorrow. The inaction, 
deadlock and weakness we face, especially 
recently, in dealing with problems make us 
more pessimistic about the future. 

The existing global order fails to address 
the issues that impact us directly including, 
in particular, the crises in our region. The 
reputation of platforms such as the United 
Nations Security Council and the Europe-
an Union falls victim to the short-term in-
terests of a few influential countries. The 
mechanisms that were established to gen-
erate solutions are now generating prob-
lems as they grow increasingly incapable 
of responding to the need for change. The 
current structure established after World 
War II and strengthened further after the 
Cold War through minor modifications is 
still preserved by a group of countries who 
have vested interests in this system.

I believe that it is time for us to acknowl-
edge a few facts: we will either reboot exist-
ing mechanisms or watch the “pessimism 
virus” run havoc in our bodies. We will 
either be all ears to listen to the demands 
and suggestions of new actors or contin-

ue performing CPR on a system that gen-
erates only deadlock. We will either man-
age the winds of change blowing from the 
grassroots or wait for the wind to turn into 
a tornado and destroy us. The options be-
fore us are all too clear.

There is no doubt that we have the means 
to translate this negative outlook into a 
positive one and crisis into opportunity. 
I believe that we can embark upon a new 
process if we replace destructive compe-
tition with cooperation, conflict with sol-
idarity and tension with reconciliation. 
Regardless of how far away we may be, 
we are not and cannot remain immune to 
problems that emerge in other regions and 
other countries.

A recent example is Macedonia; we all 
witnessed the events there yesterday. The 
events that broke out in the country follow-
ing the election for the speaker of the par-
liament are most disconcerting. Violence 
cannot be a solution to any problem. We 
hope for a speedy recovery for those who 
were injured during the events. We call 
on the Turkish community in Macedonia 
to maintain their moderation; the Turkish 
community was not involved in the events 
at all. We hope that the friendly and broth-
erly country of Macedonia establishes 
peace and stability as soon as possible. We 
invite all political parties in the country to 
solve their problems through dialog and 
reconciliation. As Turkey, we will continue 
to strive for a safe and prosperous future 
for our brothers in regions where we have 
historical and cultural ties.
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An unjust system is not 
sustainable 

All of us are affected by all kinds of de-
velopments, good or bad, today. There-
fore, we must work hand in hand and act 
responsibly to solve our problems. We all 
see how humanity as a whole feels the re-
percussions of the problems in Southeast 
Asia, Africa or the Middle East. The wave 
of migration triggered by the crisis in Syria 
has an impact not only on the neighboring 
countries such as our country, but also on 
a much wider region and even the whole 
world. Organized crime, cyberattacks, food 
safety, climate change, discrimination, 
xenophobia and Islamophobia are some of 
the new threats, problems and challenges 
facing us. Drought in the Horn of Africa 
poses a threat to international security and 
stability as much as nuclear tests and bal-
listic missile trials.

An unjust system is not sustainable. A sys-
tem which prioritizes the interests of the 
powerful over the rights of the oppressed 
cannot establish security and stability. 
Let us speak from our conscience as we 
answer the following questions frankly. If 
the international community and the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council in particular 
had acted more prudently regarding Syr-
ia, would the regime dare to launch new 
chemical weapons attacks? Isn’t it true 
that the Assad regime is able to massacre 
its own people recklessly because he was 
not held accountable for his past crimes? 
Could last year’s attack in Brussels have 

taken place, had there been sufficient co-
operation on foreign terrorist fighters? If 
a principled approach had been adopted 
without discriminating among terrorist 
organizations, would these packs of mur-
derers have so much foothold today? If the 
international community had extended its 
helping hand to a drought-ridden Somalia 
in 2011, like Turkey did, would millions 
of people have suffered from similar prob-
lems this year? We all know the answers to 
these questions very well. I am sure that 
these blatantly obvious double standards 
on such key issues affecting our future and 
the lives of people are a cause of anguish 
for you as much as they are for me.

Dear Friends,  

We know what needs to be done under 
these circumstances. We must either find a 
way or create a way. The scale of problems 
we face will never cause us despair; neither 
will we ever say, “This is just the way it is.” 
We should remember that what makes a 
hole in stone is not the force of the water, 
but the continuous trickle of drops. We 
will take initiative and continue our relent-
less effort for stressing human values, solu-
tions, solidarity and cooperation. We have 
been doing so as a country for the past 14 
years.

Turkey acts conscientiously, takes initiative 
and conducts humanitarian diplomacy to 
find solutions to problems. Our policies re-
garding Syria, Somalia, Iraq and Afghani-
stan are not based simply on rhetoric, but 
are a concrete manifestation of our stance. 
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Turkey has taken genuine responsibility in 
face of many challenging crises that most 
countries chose to ignore or stall. 

We adhere to the principle of “friends al-
ways speak the bitter truth” when dealing 
with regional and global security issues, 
and offer our arguments, assessment and 
proposals clearly. We drew attention to sec-
tarian fanaticism in Iraq that is increasing-
ly becoming a ticking bomb for our region 
and pointed out to the need for inclusive-
ness. In Yemen, Libya and Egypt, we sup-
ported democracy, national will and legiti-
macy. Since 2011 when Somalia was on the 
verge of collapse, we have been working 
with our Somalian brothers and sisters to 
support their livelihood and build a state 
from scratch. From day one, we support-
ed the legitimate claims of the people in 
neighboring Syria. We embraced millions 
of Syrians fleeing persecution and massa-
cres without making any ethnic, linguistic, 
religious or sectarian discrimination. 

For 6 years, we have been hosting 3 million 
asylum seekers in Turkey completely with 
our own funds. In this context, we fulfill 
our responsibilities in fighting terrorism 
as we work towards a ceasefire and the ini-
tiation of a political process. 

Turkey has dealt the biggest 
blow to Daesh 

We were able to remove Daesh from our 
borders with Operation Euphrates Shield. 
Although this operation did not receive 

sufficient coverage in the international 
media, we were able to neutralize around 
3 thousand Daesh terrorists including the 
leaders of the organization. We purged an 
area of 2,500 square kilometers from ter-
rorists and made it possible for around 50 
thousand Syrians to return to their home-
land. This operation which we carried out 
without excluding anyone and in coopera-
tion with the true owners of the region has 
dealt the biggest blow to Daesh so far. We 
are now trying to normalize life in this safe 
region which has been cleared of terrorists.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
reiterate a point that I regularly express. 
The establishment of a large terror-free 
safe zone and a no-flight zone in Syria is a 
must for the safety of not only Syrians, but 
also Americans, Europeans and the whole 
world. This terrorism swamp that has be-
come a big training camp for murderous 
gangs including Daesh, YPG, Al-Qaeda and 
Shabiha cannot be drained in any other 
way.

To achieve this goal, the ambivalence to-
wards terrorist organizations must be 
dropped in the first place. It is essential for 
all to agree that one cannot defeat a ter-
rorist organization through the agency of 
another one. Refraining from condemning 
terrorist organizations such as the PKK/
YPG for the ethnic cleansing activities they 
conduct and the murders they commit in 
the region just because they fight against 
Daesh will only invite new crimes against 
humanity. Terrorist organizations are like 
scorpions; one day, they will sting the hand 
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that feeds them. Daesh can be eliminated 
without legitimizing terrorism or making 
concessions that infringe on internation-
al legitimacy. Operation Euphrates Shield 
has proven to the whole world that this is 
indeed possible.

Our country continues to fight against ter-
rorist organizations without making any 
discrimination among them. It is only nat-
ural for Turkey to exercise its rights aris-
ing from international law at a time when 
terrorist organizations are posing a threat 
to our national security, territorial integri-
ty and the right to life of our citizens. We 
will take all necessary measures as long 
as the threats continue and never allow a 
terror corridor along our southern border. 
We are determined to continue our fight 
against terrorism within and outside our 
borders. We expect solidarity from all of 
our friends and allies.

We need to turn a new page in 
Turkish-American relations 

Distinguished Participants,

The strengthening of bilateral and multi-
lateral cooperation between Turkey and 
the United States is essential for the solu-
tion of regional problems. In the past, we 
all witnessed how the two countries could 
create a “strategic multiplier” and achieve 
great success when they act together. Our 
alliance is of even greater importance at 
this critical juncture. 

Our high-level contacts with the Trump 
administration have been growing since 
January 2017. I am convinced that we will 
turn a new page in Turkish-American rela-
tions. We are receiving signals indicating 
that President Trump, unlike his predeces-
sor, will adopt a more determined stance 
regarding the fight against terror, the use 
of chemical and nuclear weapons, and the 
elimination of state-sponsored terrorism 
in Syria. We appreciate the response, albeit 
somewhat delayed, after the most recent 
chemical attack by the Syrian regime. For 
the first time in 6 years, the Assad regime 
realized that the world will not remain si-
lent in the face of the brutal massacre of 
innocent people.

We hope to have comprehensive talks 
with President Trump on May 16 in Wash-
ington. During our talks, we will address 
everything on our agenda at great length. 
Our bilateral relations include some sen-
sitive topics that we need to work on. Our 
expectation from our American friends is 
for them to understand the threats we face 
and show solidarity. We cannot accept any 
kind of cooperation with a terrorist organ-
ization which threatens our people’s lives, 
under the pretext of fighting Daesh. Ameri-
ca’s joint actions with the YPG/PYD in Syr-
ia and their concrete support to this organ-
ization harm the spirit of our alliance and 
partnership. 

Likewise, our nation is dismayed to see 
that the leader of the July 15 coup attempt 
continues to freely engage in terrorist ac-
tivities in Pennsylvania. This murderous 
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organization that martyred 249 Turkish 
citizens and wounded 2 thousand 193 
should not find any breathing space in any 
of the civilized countries of the world, let 
alone in the United States. Our main expec-
tation from the United States is that they 
either arrest the FETÖ leader or extradite 
him to Turkey to be tried here. 

In the meantime, we need to pay more at-
tention to our commercial and economic 
relations. The United States ranks second 
in the list of countries investing directly 
in Turkey. Our trade volume was 17.5 bil-
lion dollars in 2016. However, this figure 
does not reflect our potential. We would 
like to have more American companies 
invest in our country and take advantage 
of the incentives we offer to international 
investors. We also need to increase the ac-
tivities of non-governmental organizations 
such as DEİK and TOBB in order to devel-
op our bilateral commercial and economic 
relations. Moreover, the strengthening of 
sectoral communication among our com-
panies is also important. I believe that we 
will take the steps necessary to meet our 
expectations and goals in all of these areas 
in the near future.

Turkey is the center of the 
energy corridor 

Dear Guests,

Turkey aims to rank among the top 10 
economies of the world in 2023 when we 
celebrate the centenary of our Republic. 

We hope to increase our per capita na-
tional income to 25 thousand dollars and 
reach an international trade volume of 1 
trillion dollars. There is little doubt that 
energy will be one of the major elements to 
contribute to this vision. Turkey considers 
energy as a key to peace in its region and 
in its foreign policy. That is why we try to 
use energy effectively in our regional and 
bilateral relations with a focus on shar-
ing. As in other areas, Turkey has never 
pursued unilateral interests in energy and 
will never do so in the future. We achieved 
very positive outcomes in projects that we 
developed based on a win-win principle. I 
believe that the United States and Turkey 
have a vast potential for cooperation in the 
field of energy as well. 

We built our energy strategy on three dif-
ferent pillars. These are the security of sup-
ply, localization and market predictability. 
Since early 2003, the public and the private 
sector in Turkey invested 75 billion dollars 
in electricity and natural gas markets. In 
addition to the existing gas and oil pipe-
lines, we are mitigating geopolitical risks 
through historic projects such as TANAP, 
TurkStream, Northern Iraq Natural Gas 
Pipeline and East Mediterranean Pipeline.

With projects of this kind, we place Turkey 
at the center of the energy corridor as we 
contribute to Europe’s security of energy 
supply. In addition to pipelines, we also 
reinforce the infrastructure of LNG, i.e. 
liquefied natural gas. Last year, we took a 
great leap forward in the area of floating 
power plants. We imported LNG from the 
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United States in 2016 for the first time. We 
are also in the process of increasing our 
natural gas and oil storage capacity.

Our country depends on imports for hy-
drocarbon resources. Therefore, we need 
to develop our own resources. One of our 
ships is conducting seismic research along 
the three coasts of Turkey and another ves-
sel that we will purchase soon will conduct 
active drilling in the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea twice every year. 

The development of domestic and renew-
able energy resources is the second strong 
pillar of our energy strategy. In 2016, the 
share of domestic resources within total 
electricity generation was 49.3 percent. 
Our goal is to increase this share up to two 
thirds. In this framework, we will also add 
nuclear energy to our energy mix and meet 
10 percent of our energy demand from nu-
clear energy.

At this point, I would like to underline a 
fundamental issue. In the 21st century, 
energy should be key to cooperation, not 
to destructive competition. With this un-
derstanding, we have been hosting many 
global activities in order to increase inter-
national cooperation. Last year, the 23rd 
World Energy Congress met in Istanbul. 
Hopefully, we will organize the 22nd World 
Petroleum Congress in our country this 
year. Likewise, we will be hosting the sum-
mit of the Organization of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation at the end of May 
and celebrate the 25th anniversary of this 
important organization.

Our allies should continue to 
cooperate with Turkey 

Dear Friends,

Turkey will continue to contribute to secu-
rity, prosperity and peace in the Euro-At-
lantic region in the years to come. We will 
continue to advance without making con-
cessions from democracy, law, free mar-
ket economy and universal values. In this 
process, our expectation from our allies 
is for them to keep cooperating with Tur-
key; they should distance themselves from 
prejudice, black propaganda and double 
standards. As in the past, Turkey fulfills its 
obligations arising from its friendly rela-
tions and alliances. We expect our friends 
to abide by our half-a-century-long ties. 

NATO activated Article 5 of the North At-
lantic Treaty on September 11 when the 
United States faced the biggest terrorist 
attack in its history but, frankly speaking, 
we find it hard to understand NATO’s atti-
tude in the face of the catastrophe that Tur-
key faced on July 15. We absolutely do not 
approve of the leniency towards terrorist 
organizations. It is unacceptable to leave 
Turkey on its own in the fight against ter-
rorism. We cannot accept that murderers 
who threatened to destroy our democracy 
and killed 249 of our citizens are being 
harbored by countries that we regard as 
our friends.

The essence of NATO and the Atlantic Alli-
ance is to support each other and show sol-
idarity in difficult times. We cannot have 
solidarity unless we acknowledge each 
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other’s sensitivities. The support Turkey 
expects from its allies is clear and well-jus-
tified. As in the past, Turkey will continue 
to be a strong and reliable ally for both 
sides of the Atlantic in the future. How we 
breathe new life and add strength to the Al-
liance depends on our attitudes. 

We have to reinforce the foundations of 
our alliance and partnership in these try-
ing times. I believe that it is necessary to 
conduct relations between the states rath-
er than with terrorist organizations to en-
sure this outcome.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 

I would like to thank the Atlantic Council 

who organized this summit, the Turkish 

Representation of the Council and every-

one who contributed to the organization 

of the summit. I hope that the summit will 

provide a platform for thought-provoking 

discussions and strengthen the basis of 

our cooperation. I would like to salute you 

with my deepest affection and respect. All 

the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

The Prime Minister of Palestine and My 

Dear Brother Hamdallah, Secretary Gen-

eral of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-

ation Mr. Al-Othaimeen, Esteemed Minis-

ters, Distinguished Guests, 

I would like to greet you all wholehearted-
ly with feelings of affection and respect. 
Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

I would like to thank each and every one 
of you for your participation in the “The 
International Forum on Jerusalem Endow-
ments” organized under our patronage. It 

“The Law of The Supremes” 
Has Prevailed Over The Issue of 

Palestine For Many Years 

The International Forum on Jerusalem Endowments 
İstanbul | May 8, 2017
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gives me great pleasure to host the friends 
of Jerusalem in Istanbul, the city of civili-
zations and history where continents meet.

I congratulate everyone who contributed 
to the organization of this important event 
including our Directorate General of Foun-
dations, the Islamic Development Bank 
and the International Islamic Endowment 
Institute. I would like to bid a warm wel-
come to our brothers from all corners of 
the world who have accepted our invita-
tion to come here for the sake of Jerusalem 
and for the future of this holy city. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
send our greetings to all lovers of Jerusa-
lem from Istanbul, sister city of Jerusalem, 
its confidante and its true friend. From 
this ancient capital and the city of saints 
and prophets, I greet and pay homage with 
respect and longing to Makkah Al-Mukar-
ramah, the city where the heart of Islam 
lies, and Medina Munawara, our Prophet’s 
(pbuh) favorite. Through you, I extend my 
deepest affection to all the oppressed who 
have turned their eyes, hearts and ears to-
wards us.

Allow me to applaud the brave children, 
courageous youth, valiant women, and 
the bold men of Palestine and Jerusalem 
who stood up to occupation and oppres-
sion and gave life to the poem “Walk my 
fellow, let the power of Quds embrace your 
step.” I especially salute the self-sacrificing 
fathers of Palestine who make their bodies 
a shield for their children against those 
cruel bullets. I am sending my greetings 
and prayers to 8 million Palestinian broth-
ers and sisters who are displaced and have 

to live away from their lands, and some of 
whom passed away with the yearning of 
their homeland still in their hearts. I con-
vey my respects to all conscientious people, 
regardless of their religion or nation, who 
fight for Jerusalem and against injustice 
and occupation in Palestine. I pray to Allah 
that this important forum yields beneficial 
results for all of Palestine, for Jerusalem 
and Haram al-Sharif in particular. 

Esteemed Brothers,

Jerusalem is a holy city for all three Abra-
hamic religions. It represents the essence 
and the history of humanity. Palestine’s 
national poet, the late Mahmoud Darwish, 
describes this quality of Jerusalem won-
derfully when he writes “In Jerusalem, 
and I mean within the ancient walls, I walk 
from one epoch to another (…).”

Likewise, poet Nuri Pakdil expresses the 
significance of Jerusalem that transcends 
time and space in his poetry:

“Go to Mount Sinai

So you shall know where Quds is

I carry Quds with me like a wristwatch

Set it not to Quds

And your time will be wasted

Frozen it will be

Your eyes shall stop to see”

Nuri Pakdil
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Indeed, time in Jerusalem flows not ac-
cording to our time, but in its own time. Je-
rusalem is love, it is yearning; it is the light 
in the eye of humanity, the joy of its heart. 
Jerusalem is the place closest to heavens 
on earth, as it is the second stop in Israa 
and the first step of Miraj. Jerusalem, the 
first Qibla of the ummah and the city of 
prophets, is the dignity and honor of Mus-
lims. 

It is every Muslim’s duty to look 
after and respect Jerusalem 

At this point, I would like to relay a hadith 
to provide us guidance. One day Maymu-
nah Bint Sa’d asks our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh), “Give us a pronouncement about 
Al-Aqsa Mosque.” The Honorable One says, 
“Visit it and pray there.” She further asks, 
“If we cannot visit, what shall we do, oh re-
sullallah?” He responds, “Then send some 
oil to be used for its lamps.” 

Similarly, our Prophet (pbuh) said in an-
other hadith “Journey is only made to 
three masjids; these are Masjid al-Haram, 
Masjid an-Nabawi and Al-Aqsa Mosque.” 
The messages of our Prophet (pbuh) about 
Jerusalem are very clear and obvious.

That is why Muslims have considered each 
day that Jerusalem has been under occu-
pation and trodden by the dirty feet of 
the crusaders, a source of indignity. Sala-
huddin Ayyubi did not have a good night’s 
sleep until Jerusalem was liberated. Sala-
huddin Ayyubi, the second conqueror of 

Jerusalem, mostly slept in his tent even 
when he was not on an expedition with his 
army. Some people asked him, “Oh Sala-
huddin, why don’t you sleep in your home 
like other sultans?” Sultan Salahuddin re-
sponded by saying, “When Allah’s home is 
held captive, how can Salahuddin sleep in 
his own home?”.

Indeed! This is how Jerusalem should be 
seen by Muslims. Looking after Jerusa-
lem and according Jerusalem due respect 
are duties of all Muslims. Jerusalem is not 
only a cause for our Palestinian brothers. 
Praise be to Allah, we are, as a nation, the 
grandchildren of a generation that had 
the honor of serving Jerusalem, Baitul 
Maqdis and Al-Khalil, the city of Ibrahim, 
for 400 years. For four centuries, we held 
the honor of ameliorating, reconstructing 
and protecting this holy and praiseworthy 
land. Today, we continue to appreciate Je-
rusalem in the same way as Suleiman the 
Magnificent did when he had the inscrip-
tion “La ilaha illallah İbrahim Khalilull-
ah” placed on the Jaffa Gate which was 
restored by him, or as the Architect Sinan 
who opened up space for Jews to worship 
outside the Western Wall. 

We fought our biggest battles on the south-
ern front during World War I to protect 
Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem. We were 
not able to stop the occupation despite 
the victories we had in Çanakkale and Kut 
Al-Amara. Jerusalem which we have shed 
blood to protect ever since the First Cru-
sades has, unfortunately, not seen peace 
since then. Due to the responsibility we 
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inherited from our faith and history, we 
attach great importance to Jerusalem, the 
cause for Jerusalem and the struggle that 
our Palestinian brothers wage for their 
rights and justice. We work hard to make 
Jerusalem a city of peace and security yet 
again.

The 13th Islamic Summit which we hosted 
in Istanbul in 2016 made a historic deci-
sion and extended a call for the economic 
strengthening of the Palestinian people 
and the city of Jerusalem. As the current 
President of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, we work hard to contribute 
to this goal.

Jerusalem is a treasure of 
endowments 

Dear Friends,

The institution of endowments is the ide-
al place to further these goals. Our civi-
lization is a civilization of endowments. 
Endowments are the embodiment of the 
divine order that asks us to “compete for 
doing good deeds and piety”. Likewise, 
they have been the keystones of our social 
life for thousands of years. Our tradition 
of endowments has played a major role in 
our survival in spite of many attacks and 
catastrophes throughout history. There is 
no doubt that endowments are very impor-
tant in Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a treasure 
of endowments. We can see the traces of 
endowments in the history of Jerusalem 
from the time of Caliph Umar to Salahud-

din Ayyubi, the Ottomans and the present 
day. Was that not the case with the histori-
cal artifacts in Syria? There was a rich his-
torical heritage in Syria. Unfortunately, it 
is being destroyed as we speak.

Endowments have a big role both in charita-
ble activities and in preserving the Islamic 
character of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. There are 
countless examples for this, so let me share 
only a few of those here. The al-Maghareba 
Quarter founded next to the Al Buraq wall 
following Salahuddin Ayyubi’s conquest 
of Jerusalem is a unique neighborhood of 
endowments. After the 1967 occupation, 
this quarter was bulldozed along with its 
800-year history. This is a small-scale sum-
mary of the Palestinian issue. Another ma-
jor endowment is Haseki Sultan Imaret, 
established by Hurrem Sultan. This estab-
lishment has been helping the hungry and 
the poor for centuries. Visitors to the Is-
lamic Museum at Al-Aqsa Mosque can see 
the cauldrons used to distribute food in 
the past, as well as the wooden schedules 
where the names of the recipients of char-
ity were written down. Similarly, various 
family endowments serve to protect the 
poor and preserve the Islamic character 
of East Jerusalem. We regard our histori-
cal endowments in Jerusalem not only as a 
heritage of the past, but also as institutions 
that will take us into the future.

We work very hard to revive, revitalize and 
strengthen our endowments in Jerusalem, 
a city that has been under occupation for 
50 years. Our duty is to support you as best 
as we can. Endowments do not include 
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only Islamic endowments. We regard the 
endowments from other religions in the 
same framework. In Islam, everyone’s life, 
property, freedom of worship, places of wor-
ship, customs and traditions were secured 
in Jerusalem regardless of their faith. The 
Jewish population of Jerusalem who were 
slain in the Crusades were able to return to 
Jerusalem only after the conquest, under 
the protection of the Muslims. Our view of 
the present and the future is shaped with 
this understanding. 

I believe that this historic forum will shed 
light on the international activities aim-
ing to support the endowments that were 
founded to serve Jerusalem. 

We should never forget that the endow-
ments may be the only refuge in occupied 
Jerusalem for the youth, the elderly, or-
phans and the disabled. Endowments are 
the only way in which places of worship, 
hospitals, schools, orphanages, markets 
and soup kitchens may survive. At this 
point, let me stress that in spite of all ob-
stacles by Israel, the whole Islamic com-
munity should be supporting the activities 
carried out by the Islamic Waqf operating 
under the King of Jordan Abdullah II who 
is responsible for the protection of Haram 
al-Sharif. Our state archives have individ-
ual records of all Ottoman endowments, 
their lands, revenues and expenses. I invite 
all researchers to make use of this source. 
Recently, we gave copies of our archival re-
cords to our Palestinian brothers for their 
title deed investigations in Jerusalem. 
Through TİKA, our international develop-

ment agency, we undertake the restoration 
of homes and shops in East Jerusalem and 
help preserve the historical fabric of the 
city.

These activities that reflect centuries-old 
experience and depth will continue at an 
increasing pace in the future. However, 
let me reiterate one point that I empha-
size everywhere whenever the issue of 
Jerusalem is mentioned. As Muslims, we 
must visit Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque 
frequently. Statistics show that we have 
a long distance to cover in this field. In 
2015, around 600 thousand Americans, 
400 thousand Russians and 300 thousand 
French visited Jerusalem. Among Muslim 
countries, Turkey ranked highest in terms 
of visitors and even that number was only 
26 thousand. We must concede that we 
need to do more. I would like to call on my 
nation from this platform: what is stop-
ping hundreds of thousands of Turks from 
visiting the Al-Aqsa Mosque? There is no 
excuse, everyone should go. The strongest 
support we can offer our brothers and sis-
ters there will be our presence in Jerusa-
lem.

Israel continues to 
“deMuslimize” Jerusalem

Dear Brothers,

It will be impossible to establish peace and 
stability in our region until the Palestinian 
issue is solved fairly. The primary step to 
ensure a fair solution is to respect interna-
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tional law and comply with the decisions 
that are taken. Nobody and no country can 
or should be above the law. Yet, “the Law 
of the Supremes” has prevailed over the 
issue of Palestine for many years. Draw-
ing its courage from various powers, Israel 
persistently and obstinately continues to 
disregard law. In spite of all the decisions 
taken against it, Israel carries on with oc-
cupation, persecution, violence and “de-
Muslimization” of Jerusalem. What is the 
difference between the current practices 
of the Israeli administration and the racist 
and apartheid policies pursued against the 
black populations previously in the United 
States and, until recently, in South Africa? 
What are the legal grounds for the Jewish 
settlements that cover the West Bank like 
poison ivy and lay siege to the lives of our 
Palestinian brothers? How can we come to 
terms with the current restrictions in Gaza 
in our conscience? Is there justice or hu-
manity in that? Surely, not!

Then, where does the Israeli adminis-
tration draw its power and heedlessness 
from? Well, they know well that the crimes 
they commit and the massacres they carry 
out in front of the eyes of the whole world 
will not be met with any retaliation. They 
know very well that they will not be held 
accountable in the slightest for the dead 
bodies of innocent children crushed by Is-
raeli bombs while they were playing ball on 
the beach. They also know that there will 
be no sanctions against their violations of 
even the most fundamental human rights. 
Each unpunished crime will make the per-
petrator more daring. This is the reason 

why Israel keeps committing more and 
more crimes in Palestine. Unless Israel is 
held accountable before international law 
for the murders, massacres and brutality it 
has inflicted, the search for peace and sta-
bility in the region will be futile.

The only solution will be the establishment 
of an independent and sovereign state of 
Palestine within the 1967 borders, with 
East Jerusalem as its capital. There has to 
be pressure on Israel for this to happen. Let 
me tell you that we view recent develop-
ments in the Peace Process with cautious 
optimism. We have been supporting the 
diplomatic efforts by Palestine led by Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas and will continue 
to do so.

In this context, everyone should act with 
respect and care on issues that pertain to 
the status of Jerusalem. Even the discus-
sion of a possible move of the US Embassy 
in Israel to Jerusalem is wrong. This should 
not be on our agenda. We continue to bring 
this up at the highest levels. For some, this 
may sound like a simple change of place 
for a nameplate. Those who think so ignore 
the vast repercussions of stirring the del-
icate balance in the holy lands where dis-
placing even a stone, let alone a nameplate, 
will have ramifications. 

Another important subject is the attacks 
and harassment against our first Qibla, the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. There is a very danger-
ous escalation. Only in 2016, over 14 thou-
sand radical Israelis entered the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, accompanied by armed security 
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forces. Spreading over an area of 144 du-
nums, Haram al-Sharif includes the Al-Aq-
sa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock and, 
as a whole, belongs only to Muslims until 
eternity. We will never consent to provo-
cations that aim to change the character 
of Jerusalem. Israel must end the harass-
ment, as well as excavation and construc-
tion activities that threaten the sanctity 
and integrity of Haram al-Sharif. I had 
commissioned a book on the archeologi-
cal findings in Haram al-Sharif during the 
term of the former Israeli Prime Minister 
Olmert. We sent this book to all relevant 
places around the world and still do so. 

We will never let the azaan be 
silenced under the Jerusalem 
sky

Another subject is the azaan. There is a 
draft law in the Israeli Parliament that 
aims to stop the morning call for prayer in 
mosques. It is shameful to even consider 
this. It is also unfortunate that those who 
preach to us about freedom of religion and 
conscience at every opportunity remain si-
lent and appear to give their implicit con-
sent to this step. God willing, we will not 
permit the silencing of the aazan under the 
Jerusalem sky.

If you have faith, why are you afraid of the 
freedom of religion? We have no such con-
cerns. Why not? Because we have faith. We 
are not afraid of the freedom of religion. 
The rulers of Israel should not be afraid of 
the aazan if they believe in their own faith. 

In this context, we will never treat the Jew-
ish citizens in our country unfairly. We 
have never done this and we never will.

The best response to this repressive men-
tality came from our brothers in Jerusalem 
who called out the morning aazan from 
their homes. This act reminded me of my 
friends who recited the aazan in our ward 
when I was in prison. Sooner or later, we 
will respond to those who transform the 
world into a prison. I communicated our 
clear position on this issue to the Israeli 
President Mr. Rivlin. We will continue to 
monitor the issue closely as the President 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

Esteemed Guests,

I believe that our Palestinian brothers will 
strengthen their unity at this critical junc-
ture and continue to fight for their rights 
and freedoms with a much stronger front. 
We want to see all of our Palestinian broth-
ers including those in Jerusalem, West 
Bank, Gaza and the diaspora acting in uni-
son; this is what is owed to Palestinian mar-
tyrs. This is the yearning and hope of 1.7 
billion Muslims in the world. Palestine is, 
and must be, one with Gaza and the West 
Bank. This is not the time to have divisions, 
this is the time to close ranks. In this con-
text, I regard the Political Document re-
cently declared by Hamas a valuable step 
both for the Palestinian cause and the pro-
cess of reconciliation between Hamas and 
Fatah. This document is a game changer. 
Hopefully, Palestinian’s fight for rights and 
freedoms will become even stronger from 
now on.
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We hope that the year 2017 will be a turn-
ing point for the Palestinian cause as this is 
the year when there will be many critical 
anniversaries. 2017 is the 1,380th anniver-
sary of the establishment of Islamic rule 
over Jerusalem during the time of Caliph 
Umar, 830th anniversary of Salahuddin 
Ayyubi’s conquest of Jerusalem, 500th 
anniversary of the transfer of the control 
over Jerusalem to the Ottoman Empire, 
100th anniversary of the Balfour Declara-
tion that constituted the first step leading 
to the current problems in Palestine, and 
the 50th anniversary of Israel’s occupation 
of East Jerusalem. In the future, we want 
our children to remember the year 2017 as 

the year when full unity and reconciliation 
came to Palestine.

I hope that this meeting yields beneficial 
results for the happiness of the ummah 
and the future of Jerusalem as Salahuddin 
Ayyubi stated in his will. I would like to 
thank each and every one of you for honor-
ing the International Forum on Jerusalem 
Endowments with your presence. I would 
like to commemorate with mercy and grat-
itude all of our martyrs and everyone who 
gave their lives for this cause. 

I wish you a productive meeting and Al-
lah’s blessings on all of you. All the best.
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Dear Brother and His Highness Emir 
Sheikh Al-Sabah, Esteemed Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly and with 
affection. Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatul-
lahi wa barakatuh. May the peace, mercy 
and blessings of Allah be upon you.

It gives me great pleasure to be in Kuwait, 
the beacon of stability in our region, upon 
the invitation of my dear brother His High-
ness Emir Sheikh Al-Sabah.

Today, we are gathered here on the occa-
sion of the groundbreaking ceremony of 
Kuwait’s new International Airport project 
undertaken by Limak Holding, one of the 

Turkish Companies Are 
Always Ready to Contribute to 

Development Projects in Kuwait

The Groundbreaking Ceremony of the Kuwait International Airport
Kuveyt | May 9, 2017
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leading companies in Turkey. I hope that 
this important project will be beneficial 
for Kuwait and our region. I also believe 
that this project will be another token of 
the friendship and brotherhood between 
Turkey and Kuwait.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank my brother Emir Sheikh Al-Sabah 
for his kind invitation once more. Hope-
fully, the airport will be completed in the 
shortest time possible and start serving 
our Kuwaiti brothers and sisters in the best 
way possible.

Dear Brothers,

Praise be to Allah, each time we visit Ku-
wait, we observe greater development and 
more prosperity. There is no doubt that 
the architect of the progress that Kuwait 
has made in every field is my dear brother, 
His Highness Emir Sheikh Al-Sabah. The 
exemplary leadership of His Highness is 
an asset for the people of Kuwait and our 
region. We continue to observe that rulers 
who turn their backs to the prosperity, hap-
piness and demands of their people and 
only think of their own interest, as in Syr-
ia, put their countries in a deplorable state. 
We would like to see, in friendly and broth-
erly countries, rulers who serve their peo-
ple instead of persecuting them. We hope 
to witness the reconstruction of the coun-
tries with a special place in our hearts by 
prudent and just leaders; we cannot bear 
to watch their destruction by tyrants. In 
this sense, we attach great importance to 
the wisdom, leadership and vision shown 

by His Highness Emir Sheikh Al-Sabah in 
Kuwait. We can all be more hopeful about 
the future as long as we have leaders like 
him in our region.

Turkey strives to keep its political, com-
mercial, diplomatic, military and other re-
lations with the Gulf countries, and Kuwait 
in particular, at the highest level possible. 
We must keep expanding the channels 
of cooperation and solidarity and always 
keep them open for the sake of peace and 
stability in our region. We cannot achieve 
our goals unless we reinforce our political 
relations with economic and social ones. 
There is no doubt that we need to act based 
on mutual interest and support. We cannot 
build broad and strong foundations by tak-
ing our own interests into consideration 
only. We must achieve these goals together 
in order to look to the future with confi-
dence. 

This is the context in which Turkey is 
working to strengthen, among others, the 
economic dimension of its relations with 
the members of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council. The fact that our trade volume 
with the member states of the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council reached 17.5 billion dollars 
in 2016 is important. However, this is not a 
sufficient figure considering our potential. 
Likewise, Turkish companies have under-
taken projects with a value of over 51 bil-
lion dollars in the countries of the region 
during the past 14 years. We are pleased 
that the Gulf Cooperation Council coun-
tries designated Turkey as one of the top 5 
countries for cooperation. The Free Trade 
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Agreement to be signed between Turkey 
and the Council will hopefully provide for 
new ways of developing our bilateral trade 
as well as our trade with the Gulf countries.

Our trade volume with Kuwait 
has reached 1.3 billion dollars

Dear Brothers, 

Political relations between Turkey and 
Kuwait that are rooted in our common 
history, culture and values are indeed ex-
emplary. Our economic and commercial 
relations have been developing in line with 
our political relations. High-level visits be-
tween the two countries contribute greatly 
to our relations. Most recently, my valuable 
brother Sheikh Al-Sabah’s visit to Turkey 
on March 21-22 constituted an important 
step in our relations.

Developing our economic and commercial 
cooperation with Kuwait which is one of 
the most stable, safe and prosperous coun-
tries in the region is a top priority for us. 
Since 2016, our bilateral trade volume has 
increased to over 1.3 billion dollars. Sim-
ilarly, the number of Kuwaiti visitors to 
Turkey reached 180 thousand last year. We 
are pleased to observe the efforts made by 
our business people to develop and diver-
sify our economic relations. We appreciate 
the support extended to our business peo-
ple by the official bodies in Kuwait and His 
Highness in particular.

The fact that Kuwait awarded the tender 
for the construction of a new internation-

al airport which is part of their 2023 De-
velopment Plan to a Turkish company is 
a reflection of this support and trust in 
Turkey. This 4.4-billion-dollar project we 
are launching today brings the volume of 
our contracting business in Kuwait, which 
was only 500 million dollars in 2013, to 
around 6.5 billion dollars. We are pleased 
to see that the total sum of projects includ-
ing those undertaken by other Turkish 
companies has increased by 6 billion dol-
lars during the past 4 years. I sincerely be-
lieve that Limak, too, will live up to your 
trust in them and in Turkey. I am sure that 
Limak will do everything in its capacity to 
complete and deliver this modern airport 
before the deadline and will build a facility 
that Kuwait will be proud of.

Turkish companies are always ready to 
contribute to development projects in Ku-
wait. Similarly, we hope that investments 
by Kuwaiti companies in Turkey, currently 
at 1.7 billion dollars, will continue at an in-
creasing pace. As we have done previously, 
we are ready to provide any incentives that 
Kuwaiti investors may need.

Dear Brothers,

World peace depends on the stability of 
our region while the stability of our region 
is contingent upon our firm stance. Co-
operation between Turkey and Kuwait to 
solve current problems in our region will 
pave the way for important developments 
that can help prevent heartbreaking events 
in the region. I believe that our common 
will which is rooted in a sense of responsi-
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bility and transcends our own borders will 
mobilize other countries as well. The level 
of our political relations and the potential 
of our countries show that it is possible to 
develop our economic and commercial co-
operation even further in a short time. It 
is clear that both countries should work 
towards this goal and take necessary steps.

With these feelings, I hope that this fine fa-
cility whose foundations will be laid today 
will bring benefits to the brotherly people 
of Kuwait. I would like to convey my grat-
itude to my dear brother Sheikh Al-Sabah 
for his support in this field. I salute you all 
with my deepest affection and respect. All 
the best.
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Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Participants, 

I greet you all with my deepest respect and 
affection. I would like to thank our hosts at 
this important event, the Chinese officials 
and particularly my dear friend President 
Xi for the hospitality they have extended 
to us.

Dubbed as the New Silk Road, this initia-
tive will have a lasting impact on the future 
as it advances towards its goal of connect-
ing Asia, Europe, Africa and even South 
America. The “Belt and Road” will contrib-
ute to enhancing the infrastructure plans 
and technical standards of the countries on 
its route and help develop intercontinental 
road, maritime and air corridors. The suc-

The New Silk Road Initiative 
Will Contribute to Stability and 

Prosperity in The Region 

Meeting of the Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation
Beijing, China | May 14, 2017
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cess of the project will depend on whether 
the countries on this route facilitate trade, 
cooperate in the field of customs, elimi-
nate non-tariff barriers and encourage in-
vestments. The financial integration of the 
project will be deepened as the national 
funds of the countries on this route join 
the project along with the Silk Road Fund. 
The encouragement of intergovernmental 
cooperation will also enable the flourish-
ing of a strong atmosphere of solidarity in 
the political arena.

Likewise, comprehensive cultural coop-
eration activities in the fields of tourism, 
science, technology and media, and the 
expansion of student and staff exchange 
programs will serve towards reaching the 
goals of the initiative.

The New Silk Road initiative covers more 
than 60 countries around the world and 
extends across an area of more than 40 
million km2. It is a highly significant pro-
ject that covers 4.5 billion people in the 
world. For countries that will benefit from 
the bilateral, multilateral and regional co-
operation schemes, it is essential that this 
initiative is carried out with a “win-win” 
perspective. The setting up of such a sys-
tem that is politically and economically 
compatible will open the door to a new era 
of stability and prosperity in our region.

It is estimated that Asia which is rapidly de-
veloping will need an average of 1.7 trillion 
dollars of investment annually until 2030 
for growth, combatting poverty and for 
taking measures against climate change. 

Efforts on such a large scale require coop-
eration rather than competition. Having 
contributed 2.6 billion dollars to its cap-
ital, Turkey is among the founders of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and 
has a 2.48 percent voting right in the bank. 
Our goal is to set up joint funding mecha-
nisms to enable development projects that 
are much needed by all of us.

The center of the world 
economy is shifting east

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Participants, 

Currently, economic and commercial rela-
tions between Asia and Europe are rapidly 
developing and deepening. The center of 
the world economy is shifting east at 60 
and, according to some, even at 120 kilo-
meters per year. The fact that the trade 
volume between Europe and China alone 
reached 600 billion dollars confirms this 
finding.

Turkey lies at the crossroads of Asia and 
Europe and is one of the leading countries 
on the Silk Road. China’s “Silk Road Eco-
nomic Corridor” initiative integrates with 
our “Middle Corridor” project that aims to 
connect Europe to Central Asia and China 
through Anatolia. As you all know, Middle 
Corridor is a trade route project that starts 
from Turkey and travels to Georgia and 
Azerbaijan, thereafter crossing over the 
Caspian Sea into Turkmenistan, Kazakh-
stan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, ending in China.
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In this framework, we would like to act to-
gether with China and other countries on 
this route. In this context, the memoran-
dum of understanding that we signed with 
China in 2015 during the G20 Summit in 
Antalya has been an important step for bi-
lateral cooperation between our two coun-
tries.

We aim to make the Middle Corridor one of 
the substantial and complementary com-
ponents of the “Belt and Road”. We are tak-
ing steps to realize this initiative through 
various projects we carry out in our coun-
try and region. When the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
Railroad Project is commissioned within 
the next few months, an important pillar 
of the Middle Corridor will hopefully be 
completed. Furthermore, our “Caravanse-
rai Project” will enhance cooperation be-
tween customs authorities and enable the 
rapid movement of goods and services. 

Marmaray which connects Asia and Eu-
rope, Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge which 
was inaugurated on August 26, 2016 and 
the Eurasia Tunnel which was inaugurat-
ed on December 20, 2016, as well as Is-
tanbul’s new airport currently under con-
struction and the Çanakkale Bridge where 
construction has already begun, are major 
steps aimed at building our transporta-
tion infrastructure as part of the project. 
The construction of Zonguldak-Filyos, Iz-

mir-Çandarlı and Mersin Ports are impor-
tant efforts that form the maritime pillar of 
this project. The Edirne-Kars High-Speed 
Train Railroad Project across the country 
is another major project proposed by our 
country. We will be happy to complete this 
historic project with our Chinese friends. 

Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Guests,

I believe that we have a “win-win” project 
before us that will serve peace and stabil-
ity. Therefore, this initiative by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China deserves all forms 
of gratitude. Covering a vast geographical 
area, the initiative means the construction 
of a brand-new system with economic, 
political, social and cultural interconnec-
tions. The common goal is to ensure that 
this project will upgrade the living stand-
ards of our citizens through sustainable 
growth and development. I am convinced 
that this cooperation model will bring ben-
efits to everyone and be very successful. As 
Turkey, we are ready to offer all kinds of 
support to make this happen. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
sincerely congratulate my friend President 
Xi and his team for this successful forum. 
Once again, I would like to convey to you 
my respect and affection. Thank you.
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Esteemed Representatives of the Turkish 
and American Business Community, Dis-
tinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly with my 
deepest respects.

It gives me great pleasure to meet you in 
Washington on the occasion of my visit to 
meet President Trump. I hope that this im-

portant meeting organized by the Invest-
ment Support and Promotion Agency of 
Turkey will help to increase investments 
as well as financial and trade relations be-
tween Turkey and the United States. I am 
convinced that our strategic cooperation 
with the United States that covers a wide 
range of issues will be further strength-
ened through investment and trade. 

Once Our Investments Are 
Complete, Turkey Will Become 
an Investment and Trade Hub 

Reception for Leading US Investors and Fund Managers 
Washington D.C., USA | May 16, 2016
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Today, the United States is one of our most 
important trade and investment partners. 
The United States ranks fifth in our exports 
and fourth with respect to our imports. As 
of the end of 2016, the trade volume be-
tween our countries is around 17.5 billion 
dollars. Surely, we do not consider this to 
be sufficient and hope to increase it by 
many folds. We will do this together with 
you, our valuable partners.

First of all, we need to take simultaneous 
steps in order to address the imbalance in 
our bilateral trade which has existed for 
many years. Last year, our exports to the 
United States was 6 billion 623 million 
dollars, while our imports reached 10 bil-
lion 868 million dollars. This is not a sus-
tainable balance for our country. We can 
improve this situation through a mutual 
increase in investments. 

Today, there are more than 1 thousand 
700 American companies active in Turkey. 
During the past decade, these companies 
invested more than 10 billion dollars in 
direct investment in Turkey. So far, none 
of the international entrepreneurs who in-
vested in Turkey have had any regrets or 
losses. Turkey is a country of opportuni-
ties with a strong banking system, a young 
and dynamic population, political stability, 
unique geographical position and the in-
centives it offers to investors. Since 2002, 
we have been working to expand these op-
portunities.

For the past 14 years, we never lost our 
reformist spirit as the governing politi-
cal body. We aligned ourselves with the 

dynamics of the global economy and con-
stantly updated and renewed ourselves, 
our economy and our political system. 
These reforms resulted in many achieve-
ments. During this period, our economy 
grew by 5.6 percent on average annually in 
real terms. Our per capita income grew by 
three-fold, while we rescued public finance 
from the yoke of populism and established 
firm control over it. We reduced Turkey’s 
public debt from 72 percent of the GDP to 
28 percent and further reduced our budget 
deficit from more than 10 percent down to 
around 1 percent. During the same period, 
we launched world-renowned infrastruc-
ture projects. 

International investor 
confidence in our country 
continues to grow

International investors were quick to no-
tice the economic growth and stability 
achieved by Turkey and invested 180 bil-
lion dollars in direct investments in Tur-
key in the past 14 years. Some may think 
this figure to be too low and, frankly, we do 
not consider it sufficient either. However, 
this achievement can be better appreciat-
ed considering that Turkey attracted only 
15 billion dollars in investments in the 80 
years preceding 2003. I am pleased to say 
that we continue to make good progress in 
this respect. 

Despite regional instability, the threat of 
terrorism and a failed coup attempt in re-
cent years, international investors contin-
ue to remain increasingly confident with 
respect to our country. The first quarter 
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of 2017 saw growing international direct 
investments compared to the same period 
last year. Turkey is the 13th largest econo-
my in the world in terms of purchasing 
power parity and we believe that it has 
much more potential in receiving direct 
investments. 

For this purpose, we offer investors like 
yourselves many kinds of facilities through 
various agencies, including the Investment 
Support and Promotion Agency of Turkey 
attached directly to the Office of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Turkey. Our In-
vestment Support and Promotion Agency 
works to support you in all stages of your 
investments. You can apply to our Agency 
at any stage of your investment.

Dear Guests,

I advise you to take advantage of the in-
vestment opportunities offered by Turkey 
to their fullest. With a domestic market 
of 80 million and a unique geographical 
location, our country offers significant op-
portunities for investors. Nowadays, many 
international companies use Turkey as an 
investment gateway to a large geograph-
ical area. Indeed, its unmatched location 
gives Turkey huge advantages in terms of 
accessing European, Central Asian, Middle 
Eastern and African markets. I can easily 
say that this geo-economic reality provides 
attractive investment possibilities for 
many countries of the world.

In fact, the projects we focused on in my 
visits to India, Russia, Kuwait and China 

during the first half of the month will gen-
erate tens of billions of dollars. Turkey is 
the most effective hub for the transatlantic 
business community thanks to its position 
straddling the continents of Europe, Asia 
and Africa. In confirmation of this, many 
multinational companies have started us-
ing Turkey as a hub for their operations 
in this large geographical area. We are de-
veloping very strong relations with these 
regions to establish a legal basis for trade, 
including the signing of free trade agree-
ments and agreements on the mutual pro-
tection of investments.

Investments such as the new airport in Is-
tanbul, currently under construction, and 
the Istanbul Finance Center reinforce the 
potential of Istanbul as a regional hub. 
Likewise, the vast flight network of Turk-
ish Airlines provides investors with con-
venient access to any significant commer-
cial center in the region. As you can see, we 
work hard to make Turkey a global invest-
ment hub. 

Turkey respects competition 
rules

In this framework, we attach great impor-
tance to the development of infrastructure 
which is essential for direct investments. 
We recently launched Marmaray and the 
Eurasia Tunnel which connect Asia and 
Europe under the Bosphorus Strait. Simi-
larly, Osman Gazi Bridge and Yavuz Sultan 
Selim Bridge that were recently inaugurat-
ed have shortened the distance between 
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commercial and investment centers. When 
the first phase of the new airport in Istan-
bul is completed by the end of next year, 
we will push ahead with a passenger capac-
ity of 90 million. We have the possibility to 
increase this capacity up to 200 million 
when all other phases are complete.

In March, we laid the foundation of the 
1915 Çanakkale Bridge which will be first 
of its kind in the world. Our work on the 
Kanal Istanbul project that will be built to 
twin the Bosphorus Strait continues. Once 
these investments are complete, Turkey 
will become an important investment and 
trade hub for everyone.

Esteemed Friends,

Tonight, we have very important venture 
capital and fund managers among us. I 
believe that they will make best use of the 
opportunities offered by our country by 
investing in the right companies in Tur-
key. Let me indicate at this point that the 
Turkey Wealth Fund which we recently es-
tablished is ready to cooperate with large 
funds such as the ones you represent.

Investors should rest assured that Tur-
key is a country which respects compe-

tition rules. We have a free market econ-
omy where goods and services can be 
exchanged among individuals and corpo-
rations without being subject to any obsta-
cles. The private sector leads economic de-
velopment in Turkey. That is why we attach 
great importance to legal arrangements 
and reforms that will enable the private 
sector to invest easily and freely. In princi-
ple, we believe that the role of the state in 
the economy should be designed in such a 
way that it supports the private sector and 
not deters it.

I hope that this meeting will add a new 
dimension to the economic and trade re-
lations between Turkey and the United 
States. Let me reiterate once more that Tur-
key is determined to offer all kinds of facil-
ities to international direct investors. We 
stand ready to do whatever is necessary.

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I would like to thank all institutions and 
organizations who contributed to the or-
ganization of this meeting. I would like to 
convey my gratitude to the business people 
and investors here for their participation 
and wish you success in your future work. 
All the best. 
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Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Repre-
sentatives of International Organizations, 
Dear Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly 
and with respect. Welcome to Istanbul and 
to our country.

Today, we are hosting a very meaningful 
event. We are celebrating the 25th Anniver-
sary of the Organization of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation with the participa-
tion of you, our valuable friends. Thank 
you very much for your attendance. To-
day I am present among you as your fel-
low countryman who was born to a family 

BSEC is More Than a 
Partnership, It is a Form of 

Neighborly Solidarity

Opening of the 25th Anniversary Summit of the Organization of the 
Black Sea Economic Cooperation | İstanbul | May 22, 2017
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from Rize on the Black Sea and who spent 
most of his life in another Black Sea town, 
Istanbul. That is why the Organization of 
the Black Sea Economic Cooperation is 
very dear to my heart.

There is little doubt that the strengthening 
of our partnership under this roof is con-
tingent upon our efforts. Our common re-
sponsibility is to participate actively in the 
meetings of the organization and work on 
projects focusing on peace and prosperity 
for our peoples. Clearly, these efforts will 
not be sufficient on their own unless we de-
velop people-to-people relations among our 
nations. As member states, we may have 
different languages and cultures, different 
political views or different levels of eco-
nomic development. Yet our troubles, joys, 
pride and worries unite us in the shared 
geography of the Black Sea. As the son of a 
sailor, I can say that all towns and ports on 
the Black Sea are like shops opening into 
the same bazaar. The destiny of workers in 
the ports and shipyards of Odessa, Novor-
ossiysk, Varna, Constanta and Batumi are 
not different from that of their colleagues 
in the ports of Samsun, Trabzon or Zongul-
dak. If the seasonal conditions are right in 
our region, the tea growers in Rize are just 
as happy as those across in Sochi. If the fish-
ing season is poor, fishermen in all corners 
of the Black Sea share the same problem. 
This common thread prevails in every field 
including also for floods, earthquakes, en-
vironmental pollution or forest fires.

In fact, the Black Sea is like a mother that 
blends the abundance of Europe through 
the Danube, the richness of Anatolia 
through Kızılırmak and Yeşilırmak, and 
the plenitude of the Russian and Ukrain-
ian steppes through the Don and Dnieper 
rivers. Altogether, we must do much more 
for the Black Sea that has always given us 
more than it has taken.

Dear Friends,

Organization of the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation is more than a partnership, it 
is at the same time a form of neighborly sol-
idarity, our shared destiny. In Anatolia we 
have a saying: “Neighbors may ask even for 
ash from each other.” If I were asked about 
the biggest achievement of this organiza-
tion, my response would be “its ability to 
bring the countries in the region together 
around the same table and around a com-
mon denominator in one of the toughest 
geographical areas of the world”.

The countries of the region may have cer-
tain political and even military problems 
among them. The Organization of the Black 
Sea Economic Cooperation will be efficient 
to the extent we can keep these problems 
away from the organization. On the other 
hand, I personally believe that we need to 
take a step further and make this organi-
zation an effective tool for the solution of 
these problems as well. To do so, we need 
to avoid futile political discussion and 
work harder by focusing on our common-
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alities, not our differences. In this context, 
it is very important that we strengthen the 
working groups which are the building 
blocks of the organization. Turkey is the 
coordinator of five working groups. We 
would prefer to have each member state 
coordinate at least one group. Our organi-
zation can become more dynamic if we are 
able to increase the level of participation 
in working groups. 

We covered significant distance 
in the elimination of visa 
obstacles 

The more we focus on the projects that 
have an impact on the daily lives of ordi-
nary people, the more we know that we 
are on the right track. In this context, the 
Black Sea Highway Project is a wonderful 
example. We completed part of the project 
located in our country 10 years ago. Like-
wise, we constructed vast transportation 
projects of global importance above and 
under the Bosporus Strait. If other coun-
tries complete similar projects, we will 
have a transportation network that will 
surround the Black Sea and bring our peo-
ples together. 

Esteemed Guests,

Peace and stability are the basic conditions 
for enhancing trade and investment. It 
should be our common goal to ensure that 
the Black Sea region which is facing some 

sensitive issues develops in peace, stability 
and prosperity. 

Turkey extends every form of support to 
all international investors who are inter-
ested in our country. We do not engage in 
any kind of discrimination in this matter. 
We offer equal facilities and opportunities 
to Ramiz from Albania, Todor from Serbia, 
Eldar from Azerbaijan as well as Dmitri 
from Russia, Adrian from Moldova or Vic-
tor from Ukraine.

We are pleased to see that Turkish inves-
tors are similarly welcomed in most of the 
member states of the organization. We 
particularly regard the facilities built by 
Turkish contractors in various cities of the 
Black Sea region as an investment for the 
future.

Despite these good practices, trade and in-
vestment among member states is much 
lower than our true potential. We have to 
find ways of taking better advantage of 
the possibilities offered by this vast region 
extending from the Adriatic to the Pacific 
and from Siberia all the way to the Taurus 
Mountains. Tapping our potential just in 
the field of tourism will usher in a new era 
for the future of the Black Sea. 

We covered significant distance in the 
elimination of visa obstacles between our 
countries in recent years. Turkey even 
made travel without a passport possible in 
the specific cases of Georgia and Ukraine. 
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We want to extend this facility to all mem-
ber states and bring our peoples together 
as much as possible.

On the other hand, we also wish to turn our 
collaboration under this roof into an exam-
ple for other international organizations. 
Therefore, we considered global needs not 
just regional ones as we determined our 
priorities for our Chairmanship-in-Office. 
We aim to capture a good synergy with 
the United Nations in the field of sustain-
able development which our organization 
adopted as part of its agenda for the next 
15 years. In the Belt and Road Summit held 
in China last week, we discussed ways of 
developing our trade and human relations 
across a vast geographical area where the 
Black Sea region can serve as the driving 
engine.

Dear Friends,

We have been the Chairman-in-Office of 
the Organization of the Black Sea Econom-
ic Cooperation since the beginning of the 
year and we try to be fair, objective and 
balanced towards all member states. We 
took into consideration the sensitivities 
of all member states as we prepared the 
draft of the summit declaration which will 
be adopted today. I am happy to note the 
same level of sincerity and support from 
all member states. I truly believe that we 
will advance this organization much fur-
ther in the future with the participation of 
all member states.

May our friendship be as vast as the Black 
Sea, as warm as Anatolia, as strong as the 
Caucasus and as abundant as the Danube. I 
salute you all with my respects and affection.
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Esteemed Leaders of the Union of Europe-
an Turkish Democrats, Distinguished Ad-
ministrators of the Election Coordination 
Center, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to salute you all wholehearted-
ly. May the mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon you.

I have brought to you the greetings of 
80 million citizens in 81 provinces. It is 
a great pleasure to be here with you in 
Brussels where I am attending the NATO 
Heads of State and Government Summit. 
I would like to thank each of you person-
ally for your dedication, loyalty and sin-
cerity. Through you, I would like to send 

Your Noble Stance Should Be 
a Lesson to Those Who Issue 

Report Cards on Our Democracy

Meeting with the UETD Election Coordination Center 
Brussels, Belgium | May 24, 2017
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my greetings and respect to all my fellow 
citizens around Europe whose hearts and 
minds are with us today. I would like to ex-
press my gratitude to those who brought 
us together today. 

The Union of European Turkish Democrats 
UETD is working hand in hand with other 
organizations and achieving successful re-
sults all around the continent. The UETD is 
deploying all its means to protect the rights 
of our citizens, remove the barriers to their 
social, political and economic rights, and 
stand in solidarity against existing chal-
lenges. I would like to commend the UETD 
and all other associations who are working 
so hard for the more than 6 million Turks 
living abroad. As the President of the coun-
try, I know all these efforts are equally im-
portant for us and would like to commend 
them.

Let me reiterate a point I always empha-
size. Irrespective of where and how far 
they may be, the problems of our citizens 
are our problems. Your worries are our 
worries, your success is our success. The 
resources of our state are at your disposal 
where and when needed. 

We never alienated any member of our 
nation, we never left them alone or un-
protected. We never turned our back on 
anyone. We put all the resources available 
to the state at your disposal. In 2010, the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related 
Communities was established to exclu-
sively address your issues. We are open-
ing Yunus Emre Institutes all around the 

world to promote the Turkish language 
and culture and to transfer these values to 
younger generations. We opened new em-
bassies and consulates and increased their 
resources. We enabled our citizens who 
live abroad to vote in elections and referen-
da in their place of residence. Non-govern-
mental organizations have received major 
support for their activities. We extended 
the scope of the religious, educational and 
cultural services provided outside Turkey. 
We introduced a number of key regula-
tions, reduced the fee for paid military ser-
vice from six thousand to one thousand eu-
ros, the fee for new passports by half, and 
launched the Blue Card. Turks who live 
abroad can now keep the cars they bring to 
Turkey for up to two years. We support the 
education of our youth by providing them 
with scholarships and in-service training 
programs.

We know your problems and expectations 
very well. We will be engaged in more de-
liberations on all fronts and continue to 
find solutions to your issues.

You have given the whole world 
a lesson in democracy

My Brothers,

We have just been through a challeng-
ing election period. May the changes to 
the constitution approved with the April 
16 referendum bring the very best to our 
country, people and future. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all Turks 
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living abroad for demonstrating their will. 
You have made history in this election. De-
spite all obstacles, you traveled from afar, 
sometimes hundreds of kilometers, you 
waited for hours under the rain, snow and 
the sun to cast your vote. You did not give 
in to psychological pressure, physical vio-
lence or a flurry of antidemocratic practic-
es. You were not deterred by explicit and 
implicit threats or provocations. With a 
record 48 percent turnout, including the 
ballots at the points of entry, you taught 
the whole world a lesson in democracy. I 
see each of you as a champion of democ-
racy and I would like you to know that the 
whole country is proud of you.

I believe those who issue report cards on 
our democracy and freedom while over-
looking their own shortcomings have a 
lot to learn from your noble stance. No-
where else can you see such a remarkable 
voter turnout of people who live abroad. 
In many elections in the Western world, 
domestic voter turnout hardly reaches 50 
or 60 percent, let alone voters abroad. In 
the elections for institutions such as the 
European Parliament, turnout barely hits 
30 percent. In Turkey, on the other hand, 
voter turnout is generally over 85 percent. 
Our aim is to see similar percentages in 
votes cast in Europe. 

I would like to thank those who taught a 
lesson to the enemies of Turkey and made 
us proud, especially my brothers and sis-
ters in Belgium where 75 percent voted 
“yes”, in Austria where 73 percent voted in 

favor, followed by the Netherlands with 71 
percent, France with 65 percent and Ger-
many with 63 percent. My special thanks 
to the 832 thousand voters around the 
world who said “yes”.

I would also like to thank those who said 
“no” to the package for they exercised their 
democratic right and showed their per-
sonal preference for the country’s future 
with their vote. Naturally, I would have 
wished that they too would have voted 
“yes” and taken ownership of this initia-
tive for democratization. However, we nev-
er alienated or belittled anyone because 
of their preference. We never intervened 
with opinions, lifestyles or the will of the 
people. On the contrary, we fought hard 
to make sure everyone is able to vote and 
vote the way they want. We will continue 
to do so. 

We will also continue to embrace every-
one regardless of whether they support 
us or not – as long as they do not resort to 
violence or treason. The guiding principle 
for us is legitimacy and loyalty to Turkey. 
We consider every single person who puts 
the interests of the country and its people 
above their personal interests as our cit-
izen, our sister, our brother. And yet, we 
will be fierce and unforgiving against those 
who betray this great country for whom so 
many have fallen martyr.

Our people are on the brink of a 
new era
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Distinguished Friends, 

The referendum on April 16 has been one 
of the major milestones of our history. Our 
people are now on the brink of a new era. In 
the past, Turkey suffered greatly from coa-
lition governments, instability, economic 
and political crises. These are now in the 
past. The amendments to the constitution 
secured all the gains that we achieved in 
democracy, politics, health, investments 
and freedoms in the past 14 years. God 
willing, Turkey will be stronger in every 
aspect from now on. 

Turkey has now the chance to move even 
more swiftly towards its targets and ideals. 
It has a say in the international arena and 
much greater credibility. I believe that as 
people living abroad you are in a much bet-
ter position to appreciate this transforma-
tion. You know best where Turkey was 14 
years ago, the issues it faced and the level 
of international prestige it enjoyed.

You are also in a position to best remember 
why the previous generations had to make 
Europe their “bitter home” and what they 
had to go through to make it here. We have 
not forgotten the price they paid for the 
achievements we now take for granted. I 
am talking about our business people, pol-
iticians and scholars who live abroad. Let 
us not forget that the success the previous 
generation attained came with hard work 
and suffering, starting with the day they 
embarked on the long and arduous train 
trip from their homeland. If we are enjoy-
ing a considerable presence in education, 

arts and commerce today, it is thanks to the 
sacrifice of previous generations whose 
yearning for their homeland never ceased 
until their last breath. 

In fact, none of the rights we enjoy, wheth-
er inside and outside Turkey, were given 
for free. None of our achievements were 
presented on a silver platter. We owe what-
ever we achieved, first to the grace of Allah 
and then to hard work. We are here today 
thanks to our perseverance, hard work and 
dedication.

I know that there are so many heart-break-
ing stories you have experienced in leav-
ing your homeland behind. I would like to 
share with you one anecdote that breaks 
my heart each time I read it:  

“I was so happy that I had passed the exam 
for workers. I put on my suit and left for 
Belgium. When they took us to work, I saw 
that it was a coal mine. I was not aware I 
was brought to work in coal mines. I did 
not say a word, but I was terrified of the 
dark. Even when I went to sleep, I always 
wanted to have a little light on. And yet, I 
worked in utter darkness, 1,200 meters 
under the ground, for 18 years to earn a 
living. But my fear of the dark never went 
away and it never will. “

Here is how another fellow citizen depicts 
his longing for his homeland:

“We didn’t spend a lot of money. However, 
there was one place where we always gave 
money unquestioningly: the coffin transfer 
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fund. In one way or the other, we all want-
ed to return home.” 

Here are the words of another fellow citi-
zen:

“While searching for a radio channel one 
day, we coincidentally came across the 
TRT. Fearing that we would not be able 
to find the same channel again, we glued 
the button of the radio. For years, the same 
channel was on and we cried.”

Yes, we are here today because a heavy 
price was paid with pain, tears and yearn-
ing. 

And that is why we will never allow the 
gains that were finally achieved to go to 
waste.

We are not outsiders and we are 
definitely not the “others” of 
Europe

Esteemed Fellow Citizens,

Everyone and European leaders in particu-
lar need to acknowledge that Turks who 
live in Europe are no longer “guest work-
ers”. A majority have been living here for 
three generations. They are determined 
to live here and want to build their future 
here. 

We cannot accept any of the 6.5 million 
fellow citizens living here to be treated 
as “foreigners”. We cannot allow them to 

be viewed as second-class or seen as the 
“other”. That is why we insist on “equal 
participation”. That is why we keep empha-
sizing the importance of “integration and 
not assimilation”. That is why we ask them 
to master the language of the country in 
which they live while never forgetting 
their Turkish and keeping their ties to Tur-
key strong. Whenever I meet with them, I 
ask them to take more active part and be-
come more visible in politics, arts, culture, 
commerce and non-governmental organi-
zations because herein lies our future.

We are not outsiders, we are not foreign-
ers, and we are definitely not the “other” in 
Europe. We are the hosts in Europe today 
just like we were throughout our history. 
No one can force Turkey and Turks out of 
and away from Europe. That is precisely 
why, despite all the unfair treatment for 
over half a century, Turkey has persevered 
in its European Union journey which re-
mains our strategic goal. In our member-
ship process, we have been treated unfairly 
numerous times. Conditions that were un-
heard of for others were forced upon Tur-
key and the ambitions of a few countries 
took the whole Union hostage. 

The double standards against Turkey are 
blatantly obvious with respect to the issue 
of terrorism. Terrorists who shed the blood 
of thousands of innocent people in Turkey 
move about freely in European cities. Con-
victed leaders of terrorist organizations 
are given protection in Europe under the 
pretext of political asylum.
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While pro-violence demonstrators are wel-
come to walk the streets, those who never 
strayed from democracy and legitimacy 
are consistently repressed. How can one 
explain how the cradles of democracy and 
freedoms - as they like to call themselves - 
turned into safe havens for coup plotters? 
Isn’t the hypocrisy regarding the April 16 
referendum a shame for these countries?

Europe has not kept its 
promises to us

Fellow Citizens, 

No country can put up with this treat-
ment. No country can accept to be kept at 
the doorstep for half a century. As I have 
repeatedly said, we would like to see a de-
cent response to our friendship and sincer-
ity. We have one single demand and that is 
for promises made to us to be kept. Turks 
have reached the end of their patience and 
a decision needs to be made. After all that 
we have been through, we cannot continue 
as if nothing has happened. This is the mo-
ment of truth.

Tomorrow, when we meet our European 
counterparts, we will put all these matters 
on the table. The decisions we will take will 
be the best for our country and future.

Nobody should be offended by my words 
of caution. Whatever I am saying is in our 
common interest and for our common fu-
ture. Our cooperation against xenophobia, 
Islamophobia and cultural racism are of ut-
most importance because they pose direct 

threats to our citizens. Our citizens died in 
Solingen and during the NSU attacks, and 
it is only natural that we voice these con-
cerns. 

The Brevik massacre in Norway in 2011 
has clearly shown that racism can inflict 
tremendous pain unless we take precau-
tions and exercise caution. Turkey will be 
Europe’s biggest supporter in this struggle. 
Our European friends can make use of this 
opportunity. We will continue to speak the 
truth because that is what real friends do. 
We will also continue to protect the rights 
of our citizens at every platform.

Some of the recent events are harbin-
gers of tough times. Nevertheless, I am 
convinced we will overcome these chal-
lenges by showing more effort, getting bet-
ter organized and enhancing our unity and 
solidarity. As members of UETD, your role 
will be pivotal. You will set an example for 
our people here with your stance, solidari-
ty and effectiveness. 

2019 will be an important year of critical 
elections in Turkey. We will need to start 
preparing from today. You have been very 
successful so far and you consistently 
raised the benchmark in the last three elec-
tions. Our benchmark for the next election 
is even higher. We will therefore need to be 
even more inclusive and embracing.

I would like to thank all of you at the Elec-
tion Coordination Center as well as the Re-
gional and Branch organizations for your 
relentless efforts during the referendum. 
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I would also like to commend the distin-
guished members of the UETD. My thanks 
also go to the representatives of various 
agencies, our diplomats and public serv-
ants for their work during the elections. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
reiterate my pleasure for having the oppor-
tunity to be with you today and salute you 
all with respect and affection.
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Distinguished Ambassadors, Distin-
guished Representatives of Diplomatic 
Missions, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly.

I would like to thank you for coming to 
this iftar meeting. It is a great pleasure to 

be among dear friends. I wholeheartedly 
hope that Ramadan will bring peace and 
harmony to our people and all mankind. 
For Muslims, Ramadan is a month of bless-
ings, sharing and solidarity where the 
poor, the aggrieved and the oppressed are 
made happy. The table around which we 
are gathered today is for everyone, Muslim 

We Will Not Allow a Terror 
Corridor to Be Established 

in The South

Iftar meal with Ambassadors | Ankara | June 6, 2017



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

190

or not, fasting or not. This is a table of the 
hearts where all differences disappear be-
tween people - be they rich or poor, govern-
ing official or civil servant - and everyone 
stands equal before the Almighty.

Fasting is not only about abstaining from 
eating and drinking at certain hours of the 
day. It is about self-reflection. It is about 
contemplation on the purpose of life, and 
most importantly, it is about empathy. We 
are gathered around this table at a time 
when the values Ramadan signifies are 
more urgently needed than ever. May the 
Almighty allow us all to enjoy the blessings 
of Ramadan.

Distinguished Guests,

The world is going through very difficult 
and painful times. We face numerous 
challenges ranging from terror to hunger, 
climate disasters to irregular migration, 
Islamophobia to cultural racism, not only 
in our geography but in many parts of the 
world. The painful events last week are a 
vivid example of the challenges we face. I 
would like to offer our sincere condolences 
to those who have lost their lives in the hei-
nous terrorist attacks all around the world 
and most recently in Afghanistan and the 
United Kingdom. 

I would also like to commemorate Ambas-
sador Karlov, Russia’s Ambassador to An-
kara, who was assassinated last year by a 
FETÖ terrorist. We will always remember 
him as a very experienced diplomat, a 
good man and a real friend of our country. 

As a country which has been fighting sep-
aratist terror for more than 30 years and 
lost more than 50 thousand people to ter-
ror, we fully understand the pain of our 
friends. We condemn all terrorist activities 
regardless of who the terrorists are, what 
they say or the nationality of the victims.

I have always said that there is no differ-
ence between the innocent lives lost in 
London, Syria or Pakistan. The PKK terror-
ists who kill civilians waiting for the bus to 
go home in Kızılay Ankara are no different 
from Daesh terrorists who run over pedes-
trians with their vehicles. Organized crim-
inals whose survival depend on the blood 
they shed of innocent others are our com-
mon enemy. Naturally, the war on terror 
has never been solely about fighting the 
terrorists. 

One must drain the swamp 
rather than deal with the 
mosquito

We all know very well that terror cannot be 
eradicated with security measures alone. 
We must first understand what makes ter-
ror appealing to certain social groups and 
then act accordingly. There is a saying in 
Turkish: one must drain the swamp rather 
than deal with the mosquito.

The way to eliminate global terror is to 
increase the cooperation, solidarity and 
exchange of information between our se-
curity and intelligence forces. Based on the 
understanding that “true friends tell the 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

191

bitter truth”, Turkey continues to empha-
size the importance of consistency, deter-
mination and global cooperation.

I would like to be frank among friends 
today. Despite all our efforts, we are be-
hind expectations in our struggle against 
terrorism. It is sad to see how ambivalent 
attitudes continue to prevail against this 
huge problem which threatens the lives 
of our people and the future of humanity. 
Even friendly countries, allies, who have 
lost hundreds of lives to terrorist attacks 
attempt to make a distinction between 
“good and bad terrorists”. We are forced to 
live on a ticking bomb by those who take 
ownership of terrorist groups even though 
these groups kill civilians, carry out ethnic 
cleansing and oppress diverse views and 
identities. Those who are white-washing 
terrorist groups as “militia forces”, instead 
of taking a determined stance against them 
just because these groups are currently 
serving their policies in the region, will 
soon realize what a crucial mistake they 
have made. History has shown time and 
again how such mistakes turn into lethal 
threats for those who make these mistakes. 

We are still paying a heavy price for the tac-
tical or strategic adventures of the 1980s 
in South Asia. In Iraq, we see how certain 
moves that were made without consider-
ing the consequences triggered ethnic and 
sectarian fault lines and shattered social 
peace and stability. Let us not forget that 
re-establishing social order is always cost-
lier and more difficult. 

Distinguished Friends, 

Similar “strategic blindness” prevails in 
Syria. A blood-stricken organization is de-
ployed to get rid of Daesh terror. I will be 
very frank: this is nothing but the cover-
ing of blood with more blood. It is wrong 
to support, even for tactical reasons, a ter-
rorist organization that carries out ethnic 
cleansing in the areas it occupies and does 
not hesitate to collaborate with the regime 
one day and Daesh the other. There is no 
chance of success for an initiative which 
overlooks the historical, social and cul-
tural dynamics of the region and fails to 
offer a perspective for a political solution. 
A terrorist organization that denies life to 
everything but itself, can never be a “dem-
ocratic force”. This entity is nothing but a 
“terrorist organization”.

Weapons given to this terrorist organi-
zation in Syria will very likely be used to 
target our country, region and the whole 
world. The origin of the weapons we have 
recently seized in the safe houses of the 
PKK terrorist organization is clear proof 
that our concerns are well-founded.

We know this region best. We have lost 40 
thousand people in the struggle against the 
PKK in the past 40 years. Now they tell us 
that they are our “friends”. But these words 
mean nothing. There is a Turkish proverb 
that says, “You can’t taste honey by saying 
honey.” For us, actions speak louder than 
words. 

We neutralized around 3 
thousand Daesh members 
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As a country that deeply feels the impact 
of the crises in Syria and Iraq, we rightful-
ly expect our sensitivities to be recognized. 
Our country has lost hundreds of its citi-
zens to Daesh terror and we, more than 
anyone else, want to drain this swamp. 
We neutralized around 3 thousand Daesh 
members so far. And how many terrorists 
have those that claim to be fighting against 
Daesh neutralized? Why not just give us 
a number? But they cannot. We ousted 
Daesh from Jarabulus, Al-Rai, Dabiq, Al-
Bab. If it were for them, these terrorists 
would still be there. Although we proposed 
to wage a joint war against Daesh, they 
cooperated with the PYD/YPG which we 
have declared as a terrorist organization. 
Well then, what is there left for us to say ex-
cept good luck with it. Just let it be known, 
though, that we will take necessary action 
even if there is the slightest provocation 
towards our country. We have our right to 
self-defense. 

Our people cannot pay the price anymore. 
No one can expect us to tolerate terrorist 
organizations. In the operations against the 
PKK at Kato Mountain, we found weapons 
from countries we knew as allies. During 
the heat of these operations, I had spoken 
with Major General Aydoğan Aydın. Short-
ly after, he and 12 other officers fell martyr 
in this area.

In line with the pre-emptive and proactive 
security paradigm, we are determined to 
eliminate threats directed at us at their 
very source. Operation Euphrates Shield 
is our answer to Daesh attacks. With this 

operation, we cleared Daesh from an area 
of 2,200 km2, including Dabiq and Al-Bab 
which have a mystical meaning for the ter-
rorist organization. We also neutralized 
around 3 thousand Daesh terrorists in the 
same operation. The airstrikes on the ter-
rorist camps in Sinjar and Northern Syria 
are an indication of our resolve.

I will be frank: we are not going to allow 
a corridor of terror along our southern 
borders, neither are we going to allow new 
terrorist safe havens in northern Iraq. We 
will be following up on the commitments 
and guarantees we were given. That is not 
to say that we will sit and stare at terrorist 
attacks. The moment we detect the slight-
est threat towards our borders and securi-
ty, we will not hesitate to act. Turkey has 
no claim on the lands of Syria or Iraq. Our 
land is more than enough for us. However, 
let me call upon those who have claims on 
these lands: Syria belongs to the Syrians 
and Iraq to the Iraqis. Let us protect the 
people there; let us not divide these coun-
tries.

Distinguished Ambassadors, 

We all grew up in a bipolar world. In our 
youth, we witnessed the struggle between 
two big powers in different continents and 
countries. We witnessed critical days, bare-
ly escaping the horror of a nuclear war. In 
a world where global politics was seen as a 
“zero-sum game”, we witnessed the sense-
less but devastating struggles for power 
and more influence waged through brutal 
proxy wars. After the end of the Cold War, 
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we celebrated the independence of many 
countries. However, the picture today is 
very different from that of 50 years ago, 25 
years and even 10 years ago. 

The global security system must 
be reformed

In a world where everything is radically 
changing, the current “security architec-
ture” and “foreign policy paradigm” must 
change as well. The status quo at the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council, which is very 
much a remnant of the bipolar world, is 
not able to respond to our current needs. 
We face the bottlenecks created by this 
structure in many areas ranging from hu-
manitarian aid to asymmetrical threats 
such as terror. It is imperative that we mod-
ernize the global security system in line 
with contemporary needs, starting with 
the Security Council. The change that we 
refer to as “The world is bigger than 5” in 
short is a major expectation of Turkey as 
well as many other countries. I am hoping 
that, once the world becomes “bigger than 
5”, many of the distinguished Ambassa-
dors here will represent one of the 20 per-
manent members of the United Nations 
Security Council.

The world no longer resembles the situ-
ation after World War II. The United Na-
tions and its Security Council consisting of 
5 nations are unable to present solutions 
to global problems. The 15 non-permanent 
members do not even have a say. Had these 

institutions been able to offer solutions, 
none of the crises in Syria and Iraq or else-
where in the world would have erupted. 
Similarly, has this structure resolved the 
problem between Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia? No, it has not. 

We must urgently restructure the United 
Nations to make it effective. There are 196 
countries in the world and all must be rep-
resented at the Security Council on a rotat-
ing basis. What is the main mandate of the 
United Nations? It is justice. And in order 
for justice to prevail, the United Nations 
Security Council must be just. However, 
this is not the case today. For instance, the 
problem in Libya remains unresolved. Un-
fortunately, they exploited Libya. 

I have always believed in three principles: 
justice, consultation and merit. You must 
select the people around you based on 
their merits, you must keep the consulta-
tion channels open and you must make 
just decisions. 

We must all work towards these goals. We 
must adapt ourselves, our institutions, pol-
icies and foreign relations to the new real-
ities. As AK Party, this has been our main 
goal since 2002. 

Turkey’s relations with the European Un-
ion reached its highest level during the AK 
Party rule. Despite all challenges, we still 
prefer to maintain the European Union 
perspective, pending the fulfilment of the 
commitments made to us. 
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The European Union has failed to keep its 
promise to Turkey regarding the Syrian 
refugees. We spent more than 25 billion 
dollars for our Syrian brothers and sis-
ters. The European Union had promised to 
contribute 6 billion euros and we received 
only 725 million euros so far. So, what is 
with all the promises? Yet, with or without 
their support, we will continue to stand in 
solidarity with the Syrians.

AK Party, as the flagbearer of innovation 
and the future, did not lose its reformist 
spirit in the past 14 years. Some people, too 
immersed in their own prejudices, contin-
ue to look for the reasons behind our suc-
cess in the wrong places which is why they 
are always wrong. Most recently, in the 
April 16 referendum, these circles tried to 
overshadow our success with slander and 
accusations that were very inappropriate 
given the maturity of our democracy. The 
success of AK Party lies in its ability to 
walk to the future with the people while 
preserving its ties to its roots. 

On April 16, a record 25 million 200 thou-
sand votes were cast in favor of constitu-
tional amendments. This is thanks to our 
exceptional relationship and strong ties 
with the people. The presidential system is 
a major reform that many statesmen have 
dreamt of but never found the possibility to 
implement. I would like to say, once again, 
that Turkey’s level of democracy has im-
proved with this reform. The stability and 
confidence that we secured in the last 14 
years are placed under constitutional pro-
tection. Turkey will become even stronger 

in the fight against terror, more active in 
international relations and more proac-
tive in all aspects. We will be making even 
more effort for peace, stability and justice 
in our region and the world. I believe the 
new Turkey will be a beacon of hope, first 
and foremost, for its own citizens, but also 
for the peace and stability of the region. 

Some of our friends did not 
support us on July 15

The kind of heroism that we all witnessed 
on the night of July 15 is the best proof of 
how Turks can unite against hardship and 
the extent of sacrifices they can make for 
their independence and democracy. I am 
proud of my people.

We will hold the ones who inflicted this 
pain accountable before the law while con-
tinuing with our efforts to make our coun-
try stronger and more developed.

We had a coup attempt in this country. How-
ever, some of countries we thought were 
our friends did not stand behind us. They 
did not even bother to call us to express 
their sympathies. They started remember-
ing us only days later when it became clear 
that the coup had failed. Nevertheless, we 
will continue to make Turkey stronger and 
more prosperous. Despite all their efforts, 
they did not achieve what they wanted to 
do to the economy, and God willing, they 
never will because we act sincerely.
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You also have a critical role to play in mak-
ing justice prevail. As the eyes and ears of 
your countries in Turkey, we expect and 
rely on you to give proper guidance to the 
decision-makers in your countries. 

Distinguished Friends,

Unfortunately, new problems continue to 
emerge in our region before existing ones 
can be settled. Qatar is one such issue. 
I would like to say right away that we do 
not see the sanctions against Qatar as jus-
tified. At a time when solidarity and coop-
eration are more important than ever, this 
cannot be in the interest of any country in 
the region. The best way forward is for the 
members of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
to seek a solution to their issues through 
mutual dialog. Within this framework, we 
appreciate Qatar’s constructive and lev-
el-headed approach to the issue.

Knowing very well how effectively Qatar is 
fighting against terrorist organizations, it 
is obvious that isolating Qatar is not going 
to help resolve any problems. Turkey will 
continue to foster its relations with Qatar 
and other friendly countries whose strong 
support we have always felt in our most dif-
ficult times, including the coup attempt on 
July 15. And we are ready to do our utmost 
best in finding a solution to the problems 
other countries have with Qatar.

In fact, we have already started contacts 
as of yesterday. I first called my brother 
Sheikh Tamim of Qatar and expressed my 
sadness at what has unfolded. I also had a 

long conversation on the phone with Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz al Saud.

Yesterday afternoon, I talked with the Rus-
sian President Mr. Putin, Emir Al-Sabah 
of Kuwait and King Salman bin Abdulaziz 
of Saudi Arabia. Today, I talked with the 
French President Mr. Macron, Prime Min-
ister of Lebanon Mr. Hariri, Prime Minis-
ter of Malaysia Mr. Razak, King Al Khalifa 
of Bahrain, King Abdullah of Jordan and 
President Widodo of Indonesia.

Today and tomorrow, we will continue 
with these talks. We are making every ef-
fort possible to find a solution to the crisis 
in the Gulf and will continue to do so. We 
are hoping to see all sanctions against Qa-
tar lifted as soon as possible. 

I see the characterization of Qatar as a ter-
ror suspect to be a very grave accusation. I 
have known them for years. I would have 
been the first head of state to oppose them 
if they were to support terrorism. But a dif-
ferent kind of game is being staged here. At 
this moment, we are not exactly sure who 
is behind this game. 

As countries of the region, we must focus 
on the real reasons behind the problems 
instead of engaging in internal struggles. 
We must work together to defeat the hopes 
of those who desire even more chaos and 
tension in the region. Otherwise we will 
never prevent terror from spilling over to 
other places from countries like Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and Libya. 
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Distinguished Ambassadors,

As I conclude my words, I would like to 
ask you to convey the heartfelt greetings 
of Turkey and the Turkish people to your 

people. I hope Ramadan brings blessings 
to our peoples, countries and humanity. I 
would like to thank each of you for sharing 
our iftar table and I salute you all with re-
spect and affection.
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Esteemed Chairman, Esteemed Members 
of the Turkish Exporters Assembly, Es-
teemed Representatives of the Business 
Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you all wholeheartedly. My best 
wishes for the Ramadan as we approach 
its end. My best wishes also for the night 

of Qadr and the Ramadan Feast next week. 
I would like to congratulate the exporters 
who will receive their awards tonight and, 
through them, also all other business peo-
ple who are contributing to the economy 
of our nation with what they produce and 
trade. 

Until 2019, Our Whole Focus Will 
Be on Our Economy, Exports and 

Investments

24th Ordinary General Assembly of the Turkish Exporters Assembly 
(TİM) | İstanbul | June 17, 2017
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At the General Assembly last year, I start-
ed out by extending my gratitude to you. 
I shall do the same this year. It is thanks 
to your hard work and determination that 
our exports increased by 8.9 percent in 
the first 5 months of this year. Turkey’s 
growth was 5 percent in the first quarter 
of this year and 2.2 percent of this growth 
was based on foreign trade. I am pleased to 
see foreign trade reclaim its position as the 
driver of growth after having had a nega-
tive impact on growth for about 5 quarters. 
I believe the contribution of exports and 
foreign trade to our growth will continue 
to increase in the coming period.

The rise in industrial production clearly in-
dicates that our growth is not conjectural 
but stable and steady.

With the campaign we started in February, 
employment has increased by 1.2 million 
and the unemployment rate decreased by 
1 percentage points, which I also consider 
as very important. 

The level of employment once again ex-
ceeded 27.5 million, thereby reaching the 
levels of the pre-coup period. The labor 
participation rate is also on the rise with 
seasonal increases in employment further 
improving the numbers. I am sure we will 
soon be back to a single-digit unemploy-
ment rate. All other economic indicators 
are also showing signs of a swift recovery. 

Most importantly, these positive changes 
are taking place at a time when some peo-
ple, inside and outside Turkey, are desper-

ately trying to create a negative attitude 
towards our country. Despite the negative 
attitude fostered by some institutions such 
as the credit rating agencies regarding our 
economic outlook, your trust in your coun-
try has reversed that course of action. I 
would like to thank you for this. 

You know best Turkey’s real potential and 
capacity. If you compare Turkey’s potential 
with other countries, our economy clearly 
deserves to be in a much better situation. 
Turkey is currently the 17th largest econo-
my in the world and the 13th largest econo-
my in terms of purchasing power. Frankly 
speaking, when you look at some of the 
countries which are higher up, Turkey’s 
position should be at least a couple of plac-
es higher in both categories.

Similarly, I believe that our place as the 
64th in terms of per capita income does 
not reflect reality. National income figures 
claimed by some European Union mem-
bers have all been on paper. It is simply 
not possible for Turkey’s position to be the 
same with them.

Savings “under the pillow” must 
be guided to the market

We will work more systematically, make 
our record-keeping more stringent, pro-
duce and export more and move up to 
well-deserved rankings. For this, we will 
need to guide the informal capital and sav-
ings “under the pillow” to the market. Our 
2023 targets are critical and our 500 bil-
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lion-dollar target for exports is attainable. 
Even though the share of our GDP in glob-
al rankings stands at 1.14 percent in nom-
inal terms and at 1.66 percent in terms of 
purchasing power, our share in exports 
remains only at 0.96 percent. Similarly, 
our share in global direct investments is 
at 0.94 percent. These figures clearly show 
that there is a lot of room for improvement. 

Despite all the challenges we have been 
through, Turkey’s growth has tripled in the 
last 14 years and it is up to us to triple it 
again. God willing, we will succeed.

Esteemed Businesspeople, 

Turkey is at the center of a geography 
where fierce political, economic and mil-
itary competition for a new world order 
are underway. That is why a new problem 
emerges before a previous problem can be 
resolved, only to be followed by another. 
The Qatar crisis is the last example. Right 
from the start, Turkey tried to adopt a fair 
attitude in this matter. We openly stated 
that we do not consider the allegations 
against Qatar to be true and the ensuing 
embargo against Qatar to be fair. We clear-
ly underlined that we expect to see strong 
solidarity among our brothers in the Gulf. 
To find a solution to the crisis, we have 
been in touch with every single actor, di-
rectly or indirectly related with the issue, 
and we will continue to do so. Our wish is 
to see this matter resolved until the Rama-
dan feast. 

Obviously, it is one thing for us to oppose 
the unfairness faced by our friends in Qa-
tar, and another thing to have relations 
with our other friends in the region. These 
are not mutually exclusive at all. We have 
very strong and multilateral relations with 
all countries in the Gulf region, Saudi Ara-
bia in particular. As agreed, we are deter-
mined to develop and foster our relations 
with them in all areas possible. I can assure 
the Saudi and Gulf investors in our coun-
try about our approach.

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques of 
Saudi Arabia is in a key position to resolve 
this crisis in the Gulf. We have sent him our 
greetings through our Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. I am convinced that, as the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques, he will 
be able to swiftly resolve this issue. There 
should be no resentments or hard feelings 
within the Islamic world. We must use dia-
log to find solutions to our problems. 

I would also like to reassure those who are 
going to visit our Black Sea plains and the 
Mediterranean and Aegean coast.

Turkey is mature and experienced enough 
to keep its political differences separate 
from its economic and human relations. 
The fact that we differ from some Gulf 
countries in our approach to Qatar is by 
no means a hindrance in fostering our re-
lations in other areas, and particularly in 
our personal contacts. 

Turkey will continue to be a 
second home to our brothers 
from the Gulf Region 
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On the other hand, Turkey is a country 
where the rule of law is far more advanced 
than many Western countries. So much 
so that, despite numerous bloody terror-
ist attacks that we have had to endure, we 
have always acted within the law in our 
struggle. Our country is virtuous enough 
to treat even a gang of traitors who at-
tempted a coup in this country within the 
rule of law. Claiming that our country can 
treat its guests and investors differently 
amounts to nothing but sheer defamation 
and black propaganda. Our brothers know 
from many previous examples that such 
campaigns against Turkey are completely 
unfair and unfounded. All the senseless 
rumors that are being circulated this time 
around are as unfair and unfounded as 
ever. Turkey will continue to be a second 
home to our brothers from the Gulf region. 
Our hearts and doors will always be wide 
open to visitors and investors from the 
Gulf and elsewhere. 

Esteemed Businesspeople,

Except for an incidental contraction stem-
ming from the global economic crisis in 
2009, the Turkish economy has grown at 
an exemplary rate for the last 14 years. 
Even in a difficult year such as 2016, the 
2.9 percent growth rate we attained was 
significantly higher than the EU average 
of 1.5 percent and the OECD average of 1.7 
percent, and closer to the G20 average of 
3.1 percent. Our growth in the first quarter 
is the third highest in the world after Chi-
na and India, and I am convinced we will 

conclude the year at a similarly remark-
able level. The consolidation of political 
stability in the country has played an im-
portant role in this result. The successful 
completion of the April 16 referendum has 
fostered our people’s confidence in the fu-
ture. In the next two years, until the 2019 
elections, we will devote our attention to 
the economy, exports, investments and res-
olution of problems.

Our government has also taken important 
measures to support the economy. The 
Credit Guarantee Fund, for instance, eas-
es credit transactions in the market. We 
announced investment incentives that are 
sure to mobilize those who are genuinely 
interested in investing. 

On the issue of interest rates, I completely 
agree with what the Chairman has said. I 
am not happy with them either. I express 
my displeasure on every occasion and will 
continue to intervene. Some people say 
“The President is talking about an inter-
vention, but this is a free market.” We are 
capable of intervening in a way that can 
only be referred to as a “sweet transition” 
and this “sweet transition” will foster new 
investments. 

Investments will eventually come to a 
standstill if we fail to support the investors 
with access to credits or corner them with 
high interest rates. This will lower our em-
ployment rate and hinder production. We 
are determined and will get a result when 
it comes to the interest rate. 
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Employment incentives are also a great in-
strument for those who would like to grow 
their business. You know best the signif-
icance of the incentives given to export-
ers. Tax deductions are also an important 
incentive for investors and entrepreneurs. 
The easing of foreign exchange volatility 
and depreciation coupled with the historic 
highs recorded in the stock exchange in-
dex at more than 100 thousand points all 
foster optimism in the economy. There are 
other positive signs as evidenced by the de-
clining defaults in agricultural loans and 
the stabilization of market instruments 
such as bonds. 

Some circles attempt to criticize us citing 
the relatively higher increase in domestic 
demand. An increase in domestic demand 
shows the people’s trust in their country 
and in themselves. Needless to say, we 
must focus on strengthening the other 
pillars of growth such as exports. That is 
why we are extending our support to ex-
porters, increasing the means available to 
Eximbank, and extending the scope of the 
green passports.

We know that the 10 billion-dollar gap 
from tourism in the financing of the cur-
rent account deficit was compensated for 
with exports. The Central Bank’s foreign 
currency reserves of 130 billion dollars 
and gold reserves of 107 billion dollars are 
also increasing and I see that as an impor-
tant sign as well. 

Those who think “the roads will 
wear out by walking on them” 
are wrong

However, let me point to one issue here. 
Our unity as a nation is critical. If we unite 
and stand together, no one can harm Tur-
key.

We respect the law. We are a country with 
the rule of law. And yet, they have been 
unconstitutionally calling people to the 
streets. These calls are not for the good 
of this country. I must refer to the late 
Demirel who said, “The roads will not wear 
out by walking on them.” If these people 
think they can wear the roads out, they 
are wrong. If they think they will change 
the law, they are wrong. The facts are very 
clear. And what are the facts? Members of 
the judiciary, affiliated with FETÖ, stopped 
the trucks of the National Intelligence 
Agency and the recordings of this raid 
were serviced to the whole world. What 
we have is a major scandal ensuing from 
the actions of the person involved in this 
together with his colleague.

The facts are all very clear and that is why 
there is nothing plausible about the criti-
cism raised by some non-governmental 
organizations regarding this person’s con-
viction. There is simply no excuse for vio-
lating Article 138 of the constitution. Our 
judiciary should not be influenced by such 
pressures. If the judiciary gives in to pres-
sures, justice can never prevail. 
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Walking around with banners does not 
bring justice either. Justice should be 
sought under the roof of the parliament. 
Whatever needs to be said must be said at 
the parliament. 

We are talking about the legislative, exec-
utive and the judiciary. Solidarity among 
these powers is of utmost importance for 
the country. We will not get anywhere 
without respecting the separation of pow-
ers. Let us not forget that Article 138 does 
not apply only to the politicians; it applies 
to everyone. Therefore, do not be surprised 
if the courts call you to appear too. Our 
solidarity and unity are essential and no 
one has the right to harm them. It is there-
fore not right to call people to the streets 
and start this march right in the middle of 
Ramadan.

The coup attempt took place on July 15. It 
is not convincing at all that those who fled 
the Atatürk Airport to seek refuge in the 
house of Bakırköy’s mayor now say they 
would “stand before the tanks”. On July 15, 
the people have spoken. They climbed up 
on tanks. They showed their noble stance 
while bombs were being dropped by F-16s. 
Everything else is a lie and it is not possible 
to get anywhere with insincere people. 

We have left the worst behind us. From 
now on, we will only be moving forward. 
May Allah be with us.

With these feelings, I would like to wish 
the 24th Ordinary General Assembly of 
the Turkish Exporters Assembly success. 
I would like to thank Turkish exporters in 
all corners of the world for working hard, 
taking risks and fighting. I wish you all 
success in your efforts. With my respects 
and affection to all of you. All the best.
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Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed 
Members of the Energy Community, La-
dies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you with respect and affection. 
Welcome to Turkey and Istanbul.

We are happy to host the 22nd World Petro-
leum Congress that is organized triennial-
ly. My thanks go to all those who have been 
involved in the organization of this impor-
tant event, also known as the “Olympics” of 
the oil industry. I hope that this congress, 
with its focus on “Bridges to our Energy 

We Would Like Local Energy 
Sources to Become a Part 

of Our Economy

Opening Ceremony of the 22nd World Petroleum Congress 
İstanbul | July 10, 2017
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Future”, will contribute to the deepening 
of the global cooperation in energy.

Distinguished Guests,

In the past century, the way to become a 
powerful country was either to have energy 
sources or to have some control over them. 
The ensuing quests for domination over 
energy-rich areas have, more often than 
not, resulted in internal conflicts, coups 
and occupation. Instead of bringing wealth 
and welfare to the lands where they are in 
abundance, oil and gas have unfortunately 
been associated with wars, blood and tears. 
Turkey has always been convinced that 
these resources should be used to create 
prosperity and peace for humanity. 

Thanks to its geopolitical location, Turkey 
acts as a natural bridge between the major 
energy producers and consumers. Locat-
ed at the heart of the energy hinterland, 
Turkey’s political stability and economic 
development make her an important play-
er in the field of international energy. Oil 
and gas pipelines, either under construc-
tion or planned, will further corroborate 
Turkey’s position as an energy corridor 
and hub. We have successfully completed 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline that 
transports Azeri oil to the Mediterranean 
and the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum natural gas 
pipeline that delivers Azeri natural gas to 
Turkey and Europe.

Among the new projects, our top priority 
is the Southern Gas Corridor. As the main 
component of the Southern Gas Corridor, 
the Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline, 
TANAP, will initially deliver 6 billion cu-
bic meters of gas to Turkey and 10 billion 
cubic meters of gas to Europe. When the 
pipeline becomes operational in the mid-
dle of next year, it will be a major develop-
ment for supplying gas from Azerbaijan, 
the Caspian and even from the Middle East 
to Turkey and Europe. We also expect the 
Trans-Adriatic Natural Gas Pipeline, TAP, 
to be completed as planned and to start 
running in 2020. I am happy to see the 
determination of my friend President Ali-
yev as well as the countries and companies 
along the Southern Gas Corridor to make 
it all possible. 

Another important project is the Turk-
Stream where we are cooperating with 
one of the main gas suppliers in the world, 
the Russian Federation. We are also ready 
to consider new projects, especially con-
cerning the East Mediterranean and Iraqi 
natural gas, as long as the stakeholders are 
ready to adopt a `win-win` approach. 

Thanks to these efforts, energy experts have 
begun to refer to Turkey as the “Silk Road 
of Energy”. Turkey is using all the means at 
its disposal to ensure that energy becomes 
a source of prosperity and peace rather 
than devastation, tension and conflict. In 
this context, I consider this congress as an 
important forum to help us convey our en-
ergy perspective to the world.
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The balances in energy are 
changing

Distinguished Guests,

The growth trends in global economies, 
rapid urbanization and increase in popula-
tion are expected to increase global energy 
demand by twofold until 2050. Recent ef-
forts to meet growing demand have largely 
changed the balances in energy. New tech-
nologies and investments in innovation 
made production possible in areas that 
were previously inaccessible. The discov-
ery of new energy resources turned some 
net importers into energy exporters. The 
shale gas revolution in the United States 
and other developments, such as liquefied 
natural gas, necessitate a revision of ener-
gy policies. Moreover, the demand for en-
ergy has shifted from the West to the East 
in parallel with economic growth. China, 
India, Africa, the Middle East and South-
east Asian economies have all taken steps 
to diversify their energy sources in line 
with their growth and development per-
formance.

It is crucial to meet energy needs econom-
ically and safely in order to ensure sus-
tainable development in Turkey and other 
countries that are heavily dependent on 
external sources. Turkey has the highest 
rate of growing energy demand among 
the OECD countries and ranks second af-
ter China globally. However, due to limit-
ed internal hydrocarbon sources, we are 

heavily dependent on external sources for 
oil and natural gas. The fact that we have 
been paying around 55 billion dollars an-
nually in the last decade for energy and 
mineral imports clearly demonstrates the 
extent of our external dependence. Falling 
oil and natural gas prices have naturally 
decreased the cost of energy imports. Nev-
ertheless, we cannot design our long-term 
energy framework based on such conjec-
tural developments over which we have no 
control. 

For Turkey’s sustainable development, we 
must minimize the extent of our external 
dependence in energy and maximize the 
use of domestic resources. To meet the 
twofold increase in Turkey’s energy de-
mand in the next 10 years, we will have to 
integrate an extra 50 thousand megawatts 
installed capacity by 2023. We are working 
on new policies under six main headings 
to meet this demand.

Firstly, we aim to integrate domestic energy 
resources to our economy. We would also 
like to diversify the domestic resources of 
energy, focusing particularly on renewable 
and nuclear energy. Encouraging energy ef-
ficiency remains a top priority and we are 
also taking steps to diversify our suppli-
ers and supply routes. We realize that the 
Black Sea and the Mediterranean will play 
a key role in future energy policies due to 
their importance as transit routes, as well 
as their own energy potential.
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Finally, we place significant emphasis on 
encouraging international investments in 
energy. We worked on a transparent and 
target-oriented strategy to facilitate invest-
ments. This has already led to a new im-
petus in energy and mining investments. 
Last year alone, Turkey received 6 billion 
dollars of investments in the energy sec-
tor, creating an additional 6 thousand 500 
megawatts installed capacity in areas as 
diverse as solar, hydroelectric, wind, geo-
thermal, biomass and thermal energy. As 
a result, the share of natural gas in our 
energy mix has decreased by 10 percent, 
considerably easing the pressure of gas im-
ports on our foreign trade. Power genera-
tion with domestic resources has reached 
a record level of 49.3 percent. The share 
of domestic coal in power generation has 
reached 23 percent. 

The share of renewable energy sources in 
power generation has increased by 31 per-
cent, surpassing many countries, includ-
ing Europe.

We stepped up our efforts on 
nuclear energy 

Today, the share of renewables in Turkey’s 
power generation is around 30 percent, 
and this is higher than many European 
countries. In addition to renewable ener-
gy, we are working on using more domes-
tic coal in new generation, environmen-
tally-friendly and high technology power 
plants. The solar energy plant project in 
Konya-Karapınar with a capacity of 1,000 
megawatts is a recent example of our de-

termined efforts. We are taking similar 
steps in wind energy and are determined 
to make better use of coal, which is still the 
most widely used energy resource in the 
world, by utilizing environmentally-friend-
ly technologies. 

We also stepped up our efforts on nucle-
ar energy. With Akkuyu and Sinop Nucle-
ar Power Plants, 10 percent of our energy 
demand will be met from this source. We 
strengthened the Akkuyu Project, which 
is carried out with Russia, with our own 
capital contribution. In Sinop, we aim to 
start construction as soon as possible. I 
had a chance to discuss this issue at length 
with Mr. Abe, the Prime Minister of Ja-
pan, at the last G20 meeting. In fact, we al-
ready started exploring possibilities for a 
third nuclear power plant project. We will 
be making use of nuclear technology, not 
only in power generation but also in agri-
culture, industry, satellite, communication 
and space technologies through R&D, in-
novation and product development. 

We are working on a system which will 
enable us to store at least 20 percent of 
our annual natural gas consumption as a 
lasting solution to the security of energy 
supply. One of the most remarkable devel-
opments will be the increased share of do-
mestic producers in energy technologies. 
We are determined to transform Turkey 
into an energy hub that produces value 
added technologies. Let me also add, Oruç 
Reis, the seismic survey vessel we recently 
launched, is 90 percent locally built. 
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In April, the Ministry of Energy and Nat-
ural Resources announced the “National 
Energy and Mining Policy Strategy Doc-
ument”. This document sets out our road 
map for the security and sustainability of 
supply, reduction of the current account 
deficit, reduction in energy costs and high-
er employment, among others. Our main 
target is to meet two-thirds of our energy 
needs from domestic sources. 

Distinguished Guests,

With its remarkable political stability and 
strong economic infrastructure, Turkey 
has embarked on a range of long-term pro-
grams including in energy. It remains an 
attractive country for international inves-
tors thanks to the fair competition environ-
ment, investment incentives, strong econo-
my and highly educated human resources. 
We see ourselves as a natural partner in all 
energy projects that contribute to the secu-
rity of global energy supply and benefit all 
stakeholders. 

The suffering of the hundreds of millions 
of people who still lack access to energy 
makes our cooperation in this area ever 
more critical.

We also place great importance on con-
tinued security, stability and peace in this 
part of the world which is rich in hydro-
carbon resources. Hence, we wish to see 
a swift end to the ongoing tension in the 
Gulf region. We have done our utmost best 
to resolve the tension with Qatar and will 

continue to do so. It is very important for 
all parties involved to adopt a realistic and 
commonsensical approach and keep the 
dialog channels open. What the world and 
our region need are not new crises, but 
peace, cooperation and unity.

Turkey cannot be expected 
to remain aloof to the 
developments around it

On the other hand, the crises in Libya, Syr-
ia, Iraq, Ukraine and Yemen are posing 
serious threats to energy security. The ne-
gotiation of a political settlement in Syria 
necessitates an improved situation on the 
ground. To this end, we are taking an ac-
tive part in both the Geneva and Astana 
meetings. In the Astana meetings, we cov-
ered significant distance in strengthening 
the ceasefire regime. The Geneva process 
has also amassed some impetus. At the G20 
meeting in Germany, the United States and 
Russia announced a consensus which is 
another positive step forward. 

As the struggle against Daesh in Iraq is 
nearing an end, it is becoming increasing-
ly more important to ensure the territori-
al integrity of the country. The announce-
ment regarding Mosul made us happy. But 
who is to bear the cost of rebuilding this 
torn down city to make it habitable again 
for the people of Mosul? It will be increas-
ingly important to ensure the territorial 
integrity of the country during this period. 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

209

To ensure lasting peace in Iraq, the disen-
franchised segments of society must be in-
tegrated back to the political and economic 
system. Avoiding unilateral moves such as 
an independence referendum, reducing 
the influence of militia forces and elimi-
nating the presence of the PKK will all play 
a role in shaping the future of the country. 
Iraq has enough challenges to deal with 
and any new issues will only fuel instabil-
ity. The international community should 
openly state its views on these issues to the 
parties in Iraq. 

Distinguished Guests,

Istanbul is known for bringing the world 
leaders, experts and opinion leaders to-
gether to find solutions to global conflicts. 
Today, it is hosting the leading names in 
the oil and gas sector. I believe the issues 
to be taken up during this meeting will en-
hance cooperation on global energy and 
create a common ground for participants 
with diverse interests. 

Being fully cognizant of our importance in 
the Eurasian energy axis, Turkey is making 
every effort to ensure the security of the 
energy supply in the region. Let me empha-
size one point here. The chaos and commo-
tion caused by terrorist organizations in 
the energy hinterland make it imperative 
for our countries to cooperate. Terrorist or-
ganizations must be eliminated to ensure 
the security of energy resources. As Turkey, 
we have paid a very high price in our strug-

gle against terrorism. Our struggle is not 
only about our national security, but also 
about the energy security of the world. No 
one should expect Turkey to remain aloof 
to the developments around it or to remain 
passive against attacks. We need no per-
mission when acting to defend our coun-
try and people, and we are determined to 
do whatever is necessary both inside and 
outside our borders. Our expectation from 
other countries, and particularly from our 
allies, is for them to stand with us rather 
than with the terrorist organizations.

While talking about the security of ener-
gy supply, let me also briefly refer to the 
developments in the Southern Mediterra-
nean. Unfortunately, an important oppor-
tunity in the Southern Mediterranean was 
wasted last week. Despite the constructive 
approach adopted by us and the Turk-
ish Cypriots, the negative attitude by the 
Greek Cypriots once again left the dispute 
on the island unresolved. Given these 
crystal-clear positions by the parties, it is 
absolutely unacceptable for some energy 
companies to be a part of the irresponsible 
steps undertaken by the Greek Cypriots. 
Justice, fairness and international law dic-
tate that the hydrocarbon resources on the 
island must belong to all parties. We expect 
all parties engaged in the developments in 
Cyprus to refrain from taking steps that 
can lead to new tensions in the region. Oth-
erwise, I must remind them that they will 
risk losing a friend like Turkey, not only in 
this region, but in all regions and matters. 
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For me, the focus of this congress on 
“Bridges to our Energy Future” symbolizes 
the mission of Istanbul, which lies at the 
crossroads of civilizations and continents, 

in the field of energy. Once again, I would 
like to express my gratitude and apprecia-
tion to the organizers of this congress and 
wish you all the best.
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Distinguished Members of the Business 
Community, Distinguished International 
Investors, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with heartfelt feelings and af-
fection. I thank the directors of the Turk-
ish Union of Chambers and Commodity 
Exchanges (TOBB) and the International 
Investment Association (YASED) for this 
occasion.

We met for the first time on August 2, 
about two weeks after the nefarious coup 
attempt on July 15, 2016. In that meeting, 
I mostly discussed the details of the coup. 
Afterwards, I explained the developments 
in the economy despite the coup attempt 
and stated that the future is bright. Despite 
Gezi events and FETÖ’s 17-25 December 
attack, we were able to close 2013 with 

Turkey is The Safest Haven
in Its Neighborhood 

Turkish Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
2nd Consultation Meeting with International Investors 

Ankara | July 12, 2017
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8.5 percent growth. In 2014, we achieved 
5.2 percent growth even though we had 
local elections followed by presidential 
elections. To the chagrin of those plotting 
against Turkey, we achieved 6.1 percent 
growth in 2015 despite two parliamenta-
ry elections and the escalation in terror-
ist incidents. In 2016, our growth was 2.9 
percent despite having suffered the worst 
trauma in recent history on July 15 and 
our engagement in a strong fight against 
terrorism both domestically and outside 
our territory. As a result, we managed to 
disappoint the people who were expecting 
Turkey’s economy to be destroyed along 
with its democracy. 

We can say that we have a rather good eco-
nomic performance in 2017 as well. We 
were all motivated by the 5 percent growth 
we achieved in the first quarter. I believe 
that we will end the year with a growth rate 
well above the forecasts. Exports maintain 
an upward trend with 8.2 percent growth 
in the first half of this year. Unemployment 
is falling to single digit figures due both to 
the improvements in the economy and the 
mobilization we initiated with the Turkish 
Union of Chambers and Commodity Ex-
changes. The Istanbul Stock Exchange is 
breaking a new record almost every day. 
The foreign currency reserves of the Cen-
tral Bank have reached 110 billion dollars 
and is back on an upward trend. We are 
initiating a new era in tourism to make up 
for past losses. We keep working hard with 
determination and in line with our targets 
as the world’s 17th and Europe’s 6th largest 
economy. 

Dear Friends, 

Investors, entrepreneurs and international 
investments are key to our development. 
I actually have an idea: I would like to in-
stitutionalize contacts with international 
investors by meeting and consulting with 
them regularly on an annual basis. In 
this way, we can review our progress with 
the participation of the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges, the 
International Investment Association and 
relevant ministers, as we do in this meet-
ing. 

Since the 1980s, Turkey has implemented 
a private sector driven growth model. Tur-
key implemented the private sector driven 
growth model successfully between 2003-
2016 in particular by attracting 173 billion 
dollars of international investment. We are 
also pleased that the number of interna-
tional companies in Turkey increased from 
5 thousand to 51 thousand in the same 
period. We introduced reforms to ensure 
equal treatment for domestic and interna-
tional investors and created an attractive 
investment climate for all. We created the 
Investment Support and Promotion Agen-
cy of Turkey in order to support interna-
tional investors. Created for promoting the 
opportunities Turkey offers to the business 
community, the Agency is always at your 
service. Charged with the task of facilitat-
ing business for investors and mainly pro-
viding help regarding bureaucratic proce-
dures, this agency will also enable you to 
contact me personally when necessary. We 
kindly ask the business people to refrain 
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from relying on intermediaries. Instead, 
please refer directly to the Agency for any 
contacts, information and procedures for 
investment. 

Foreign investors continue to be 
interested in Turkey 

I know that both the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges 
(TOBB), and the International Investment 
Association (YASED) take good care of in-
vestors. On my foreign visits, I try to meet 
the representatives of companies that have 
investments in Turkey. Although last year 
was extremely difficult, we were able to 
close the year with 12.3 billion dollars of 
international investment thanks to such 
efforts. In the first four months of this year, 
we reached 3.6 billion and outperformed 
the previous year. 

In our investment portfolio, the share of 
the Gulf and Far East Asian countries keep 
increasing alongside the United States and 
Europe. More importantly, there is greater 
diversification in terms of investment cate-
gories with a pronounced increase in man-
ufacturing and energy. 

However, Turkey is still receiving less than 
one percent of total foreign investments 
globally whereas we deserve much more 
with our current potential. We will all work 
harder to increase the level of investments 
and exports in a way that reflects our po-
tential. I would like to reiterate that we are 

determined to reach our most significant 
and ambitious target of ranking among the 
world’s top 10 economies by 2023. 

Valuable Friends,

I know that the developments in our coun-
try raise question marks in the minds of 
international investors. Yet, you should 
make an assessment by looking at the 
facts. Turkey is located in the midst of the 
most severe conflict and crisis zones in the 
world, but it has never allowed anything to 
threaten its stability and confidence. This 
is why I ask you not to compare, mistake 
or associate Turkey with any of its neigh-
bors. We have a state tradition that goes 
back thousands of years, a presence in this 
geography for almost a millennium, and 
ambitious targets for the future; thus, we 
are different. 

Our geographical position is not a disad-
vantage, but an advantage for us. Turkey 
is different because it is the safe haven in 
its region not only politically and econom-
ically, but also from a humanitarian per-
spective. It is virtually impossible to real-
ize any project in the region or elsewhere 
in the world without including Turkey in 
the equation. We do not exploit our posi-
tion to impose or abuse; quite the contrary, 
we do our best to ensure that our position 
serves for peace and prosperity for us, all 
our friends and our brothers equally. This 
is the fundamental goal of our relentless 
fight against terrorist organizations. 
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Turkish people define the limits 
for the state of emergency 

FETÖ’s coup attempt on July 15, 2016 tar-
geted not only our democracy and free-
dom, but also our economy. We act very 
diligently to purge all FETÖ elements from 
the state and society in order to safeguard 
the future of our economy. I regret to see 
that our Western friends in particular are 
unable to recognize their true counter-
parts. 

I would like to make a reminder to the 
valuable directors of the International In-
vestment Association. Recently, the city 
of Hamburg in Germany hosted the G20 
Summit. During the summit, Hamburg was 
almost on fire with thousands of police of-
ficers trying to ensure security. Two years 
ago, we hosted the Antalya Summit with-
out a single incident. All the colleagues I 
meet said that “Antalya was so different.” 

Dear Friends,

We always act with integrity, sincerity and 
determination. We know what we were do-
ing. Please explain to the companies you 
represent and the countries you come from 
that Turkey is truly a safe haven. 

In Turkey, there is no violation of freedom 
of thought, opinion or the press as alleged. 
After all, there cannot be unlimited free-
dom in the media. When the media abuses 
freedoms for the purpose of creating un-
rest in the country, then the independent 
Turkish judiciary fulfills its duty. I would 

like to remind you that Western countries 
treat the media far worse if they engage in 
similar actions. 

We know what the so-called civil society or-
ganizations in Turkey are doing. European 
countries did not even allow our ministers 
to speak in their cities before the referen-
dum. What happened to the great impor-
tance that you attach to freedoms? The 
West is afraid of the freedom of thought. 
However, we are never afraid of this free-
dom because we have confidence in our 
own thoughts. 

They marched for 25 days in Turkey. Who 
ensured security during this march? Were 
there any incidents? No, there were not. 
Did they hold their rally at the end of the 
march? They did. Under these circum-
stances, who can claim that there is lack of 
freedoms and security in this country? If 
these claims still stand, then I say: shame 
on you. 

Some people are critical of the state of 
emergency. Had there not been a state of 
emergency, we would not have had such 
peace and order. Westerners cannot define 
the limits of our state of emergency, only 
we can. Our nation defines the limits of 
the state of emergency because we get our 
mandate from this nation. We implement 
the state of emergency based on the pow-
ers bestowed upon us by our own nation 
in order to ensure peace for our citizens 
and the business community. Thanks to 
the state of emergency, we are engaged in a 
very effective fight against terrorist organ-
izations. 
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The picture is quite clear. On one side, we 
have the Turkish people and the Republic 
of Turkey with its 80 million citizens and 
780 thousand square kilometers of na-
tional territory. On the other side, we have 
a terrorist organization that has pledged 
itself body and soul to a charlatan. The 
choice is a choice between these two sides. 
This question has nothing whatsoever to 
do with human rights, law or justice. The 
fight against terrorist organizations is con-
ducted in Turkey exactly in the same way 
as elsewhere in the world. 

Dear Friends, 

One year ago, on July 15, 250 citizens were 
martyred and 2 thousand 193 were wound-
ed. We are trying to live up to their sacri-
fice. Last week, I visited the veterans who 
are still being treated in GATA hospital. I 
spoke with them. Are we now supposed to 
forget all that happened and pretend that 
a coup did not take place? If we lift the 
state of emergency, these people will do as 
they please. We never make concessions to 
those who want to organize a coup against 
the state and the nation. As you know, 500 
thousand civil servants were dismissed at 
the time of unification in Germany. Did an-
yone contest Germany for this implemen-
tation? We will continue the fight against 
this organization to serve peace in our 
country. 

We respect the rule of law in 
our fight against terrorism 

How can any country act differently against 
an organization and its supporters who 
martyred 250 and wounded 2 thousand 
193 citizens? The same also applies to the 
PKK and the YPG. How could any country 
act differently against this terrorist organi-
zation that martyred almost two thousand 
security officers and is engaged in ethnic 
cleansing, oppression and atrocities in 
places under its control in Syria. We only 
ask for some empathy from our Western 
friends. Imagine an organization that bar-
ricades the bridges in New York and shoots 
at people who approach them, drives tanks 
over people and vehicles on the streets of 
London, bombs the parliament in Berlin 
and the security headquarters in Rome as 
well as the city hall in Brussels. Imagine 
an organization that is attacking your sol-
diers, trespassing your borders and killing 
your citizens all the time. How would the 
governments of the countries where your 
companies are located act under such cir-
cumstances? I certainly know that they 
would have done much more than what 
Turkey is doing; I saw it with my own eyes 
in Hamburg recently.

Rest assured that Turkey will continue to 
conduct its fight against terrorism in com-
pliance with the rule of law, more so than 
any other country. The operations and 
prosecutions take place publicly for every-
one in Turkey and the world to see. I think 
that our country which abides so loyally 
with the law and procedures despite hav-
ing been subjected to such major attacks 
deserves a much more sympathetic, fair 
and reasonable treatment. Currently, the 
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main opposition and the opposition sup-
ported by the separatist terrorist organiza-
tion in Turkey are misrepresenting Turkey 
in the West by distorting facts. 

Dear Friends, 

One leader of the opposition fled from the 
airport on the night of July 15. We learn 
more about these developments as doc-
uments are made public. Unfortunately, 
the leader of the main opposition watched 
the events unfolding that night on televi-
sion in the house of the mayor of Bakırköy. 
The leader of the main opposition watched 
what he calls the “controlled coup” on tel-
evision. Now, he is out there claiming he 
would stand in front of the tanks in case of 
a coup. Why then did he not climb on the 
two tanks which were positioned in front 
of Atatürk Airport on July 15? The soldiers 
involved in the coup helped him out of 
there. But, my brave nation stood against 
the tanks and F-16s when I called on them 
to do so. 

The state of emergency is 
strictly for fighting against 
terrorism 

Esteemed Businesspeople, 

The troubles in our neighborhood or our 
domestic challenges cannot divert us from 
our main goals. We know very well that 
Turkey owes its three-fold growth in 15 
years to the reforms and investments that 
we realized. This is why we are determined 

to carry on with reforms and investments. 
We completely modernized our legal sys-
tem. You are best placed to know that the 
state of emergency introduced after the 
coup attempt on July 15 is in place strict-
ly for the fight against terrorism. It is not 
possible for our citizens or international 
investors to have been impacted by the 
state of emergency. If you were indeed neg-
atively affected by the state of emergency, 
please communicate with my staff or di-
rectly with me. 

We will not tolerate anybody who hinders 
Turkey’s growth and progress by using the 
state of emergency as an excuse. We will 
definitely end the state of emergency rule 
when it is no longer needed in our fight 
against terrorism. FETÖ prosecutions are 
progressing as we speak. We also made 
good progress in the fight against the PKK. 
Therefore, the state of emergency, which is 
imposed in a very limited way, may be lift-
ed in the not too distant future. 

Turkey enacted the greatest government 
reform in its history with the referendum 
on April 16. In addition, the parliament 
adopted a large number of reform laws 
including the new incentive package and 
enacted administrative regulations for 
their implementation. We collaborate and 
consult with the Turkish Union of Cham-
bers and Commodity Exchanges on eco-
nomic reforms. The economy will continue 
to be the main item among our priorities 
and in our reform agenda in the future. 
We expect positive developments in Tur-
key in line with the relative recovery in 
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the global economy. We will work harder 
than ever to reach our target of upgrading 
our status from “emerging” to “developed”. 
Turkish people understand the impor-
tance of democracy and prosperity; there 
is no going back. You should study the pro-
gress achieved in this country in the last 
15 years to understand why I and my party 
still have more than 50 percent support in 
spite of so many events. 

We are strong not only because of our com-
mitment to democracy and freedoms, but 
also because of the services we provide in 
education, healthcare, transportation, pub-
lic housing, communication, energy, social 
welfare and all other areas. There are many 
more investments to realize and services to 
deliver in Turkey. We call on all our friends 
and investors to come and work with us so 
that we can create mutual benefit, make 
more profit, and achieve progress for Tur-
key. You will contribute with your capital, 
know-how, technology and organizational 
skills and we will contribute with our mar-
ket, human resources, influence in the re-

gion and future expectations. We will walk 
on this road together. First, we will walk 
to 2023, then we will leave the 2030s be-
hind and keep walking to 2053 and 2071. 
We will stay on track. There are no losers 
in this cooperation. This is a call for a win-
win. 

This is not only an appeal for more econom-
ic cooperation, it is also a sincere, frank and 
genuine call from a friend. On this note, I 
convey my condolences to the families and 
friends of the martyrs who were brutally 
massacred one year ago next Saturday on 
July 15. May they all rest in peace. I pray 
for a quick recovery to the veterans. I am 
grateful to each and every one of you for 
trusting us and standing with our nation 
in hard times. 

I warmly thank the Turkish Union of 
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges and 
the International Investment Association 
for this occasion to meet you. I salute you 
all with affection and respect. All the best. 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

219

Esteemed Directors of Hayat Foundation 
(HSV), Distinguished Faculty of Istanbul 
Medeniyet University, Valuable Guests, 
Dear Students, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect 
and affection. 

It is a great pleasure to be with you on the 
occasion of this gala dinner. I wish the best 
of success to Health in Africa Congress 

co-organized by the Federation of Islamic 
Medical Associations, Hayat Foundation, 
Ministry of Health and Istanbul Medeni-
yet University. I congratulate all organi-
zations, institutions and individuals who 
contributed to the organization of the con-
gress. I particularly would like to welcome 
the participants from 40 countries and ex-
press my gratitude for their contributions 
and support. 

The 21st Century is an African 
Century

International Health in Africa Congress Gala Dinner
İstanbul | July 21, 2017
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I hope that the discussions during the con-
gress on the important theme of “Health 
in Africa” will help fill a critical gap in this 
field and contribute to the solution of ma-
jor health issues on the continent. I also 
look forward to the contribution that this 
congress will make to the furthering of our 
relations with the African continent that 
date back to the 10th century. 

Although Turkey’s relations with the con-
tinent remained stagnant during the last 
century for various reasons, Turkey never 
turned its back on Africa or our African 
brothers. Through thick and thin, Turkey 
has always done its best to stand with our 
African friends. 

The most significant transformation in our 
relations with Africa was initiated with AK 
Party rule. A new era began in 2005 when 
our relations with Africa became a priority 
in Turkey’s foreign policy. 

For the last 12 years, we have been con-
sistently strengthening and upgrading this 
new process that was launched with the 
“Year of Africa” in 2005. A decade ago, we 
had only 12 embassies on the continent, 
with 7 of them in Sub-Saharan Africa. To-
day, we have 39 embassies in Africa. The 
number of embassies in Turkey repre-
senting African countries reached 33 in 
2017. Turkish Airlines is currently flying 
to 51 destinations in 32 African countries. 
While our total trade with Africa was only 
6.8 billion dollars in 2005, it has risen to 
17 billion dollars in 2016. The progress we 

achieved in the last 12 years proves that 
Turkey has more than a passing interest in 
Africa. Turkey-Africa Partnership Summits 
organized in Istanbul in 2008 for the first 
time and in Malabo in Equatorial Guinea 
in 2014 illustrate the relevance and impor-
tance of the relations with the continent 
for Turkey. 

As I always say, we feel very close to our 
African brothers and never look down on 
them. At a time when nobody went to So-
malia, I was the first prime minister to visit 
the country, accompanied by my wife and 
the foreign minister. This visit transformed 
the international perception of Somalia.

We share a common destiny 
with our true friends in Africa

We do not consider Africa as a virgin con-
tinent that has resources to exploit. We be-
lieve that we share a common destiny with 
our true friends in Africa. We would like 
to develop long-term cooperation based on 
equality, mutual respect and a win-win ap-
proach. As we increase our trade volume 
with Africa, we also provide humanitarian 
aid to support development in order to re-
lieve the suffering of vulnerable people in 
Africa. So far, we realized a number of suc-
cessful healthcare projects including gen-
eral health screenings, cataract surgeries 
and the construction of new hospitals. In 
West Africa, we donated 5 million dollars 
in cash and in kind to help the fight against 
the Ebola outbreak which claimed 12 thou-
sand lives. 
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We offer thousands of students from 54 
African countries an opportunity to study 
in Turkey to support qualified human re-
sources in the continent because this is 
one of the most important areas for devel-
opment in Africa. Currently, the Turkey 
Scholarship program alone has 4 thousand 
500 African students studying in our uni-
versities. We give priority to students who 
pursue their studies in areas such as agri-
culture, medicine, engineering and mining 
because these fields are vital for develop-
ment in Africa. 

In addition to the official organizations 
such as the Turkish Cooperation and Co-
ordination Agency (TİKA), the Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presidency 
(AFAD) and the Turkish Red Crescent, our 
universities, entrepreneurs, aid workers 
and civil society organizations are also 
working in the field. 

Esteemed Brothers,

Turkey’s Africa policy took shape for the 
first time in Somalia. In 2011, Somalia was 
suffering from extreme drought. Millions 
of people were facing death and countries 
in the world had turned their backs on So-
malia. Civil war and conflicts were taking 
their toll; the country was considered a 
“failed state” and completely left to its own 
destiny by the international community. 
We could not simply stand by and watch 
our brothers die a certain death while they 
fought all alone against hunger, drought 
and food shortages. In August 2011, I vis-
ited Mogadishu with a very big delegation 

that included artists, politicians and civil 
society representatives. Thankfully, that 
visit changed the destiny of not just Soma-
lia, but all of East Africa. With a helping 
hand from Turkey, Somalia was rescued 
from the verge of a cliff and got back on its 
feet. Somalia which was once considered a 
“failed state” became a source of hope and 
inspiration for countries facing similar 
challenges. I believe that there will be sim-
ilar success stories in the region with the 
support of Turkey and other countries. 

There is another point worth mentioning. 
Colonialism that exploited the resources of 
the continent for almost four centuries is 
the main reason behind the chronic prob-
lems in the African continent. Although 
the countries on the continent gained their 
independence in the 60s, they are still suf-
fering from the remaining effects of coloni-
alism. Today, the continent is still paying a 
terrible price because colonialists not only 
exploited the resources above and below 
the ground in the continent, but they also 
destroyed the social, political and human 
fabric. 

Colonialists split the continent between 
them and redesigned its borders with the 
intention of creating greater divisions 
along ethnic fault lines, thereby fanning 
the flames of tribal conflict. They separat-
ed families, displaced people, looted land. 
They fed alcohol to workers, who were 
forced to work 16 or 17 hours a day, instead 
of paying them wages. They murdered an-
ybody who refused to work or raised the 
slightest objection. 
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Colonialists ravaged Africa 

As you know, I try to visit Africa almost 
every year. I visited 23 African countries 
in total during my tenure as Prime Minis-
ter and President. I visited some countries 
more than once. There are similar trage-
dies, inhuman stories and heartbreaking 
events in every single African country. We 
clearly observe the kind of destruction in-
flicted by the very people who currently do 
not miss an opportunity to lecture us on 
democracy, rule of law and human rights. 
We know very well how millions of people 
were murdered and subjected to genocide 
at the beginning of the century in Namib-
ia, Congo and, more recently, in Rwanda. 
We also know very well to whom West-
ern countries owe the level of prosperity 
they enjoy today. We all know very well 
who toiled by the sweat of their brow and 
even lost their lives to build those glamor-
ous buildings and elegant pavements. Al-
though they are trying to make us forget, 
we will never allow anybody to forget this 
dark and bloody history. We must keep ex-
posing these facts about their civilization 
that was built on the tears and hard work 
of Africans who were oppressed and ex-
ploited. 

Distinguished Friends,

Although Africa is covered in the headlines 
in the context of challenges, problems, 
hunger and outbreaks at the moment, the 
21st century will be an African century. At 
present, Africa is the most dynamic, flour-
ishing and fertile continent in the world 

in terms of its economy, trade and human 
resources. No power can possibly keep this 
potential from moving forward. Colonial-
ists who still consider Africa their back-
yard will not be able to curb its develop-
ment that will lead to true independence 
for the continent. Turkey, with an unblem-
ished history, values, justice and humani-
tarian approach will continue to support 
its African brothers in this process. 

Some of our brothers emphasized our slo-
gan “The world is bigger than 5” in their 
remarks today. Indeed, the 196 member 
states of the United Nations are not aware 
of their power. 15 non-permanent mem-
bers are completely disregarded today. 
Unfortunately, five permanent members 
of the Security Council determine the fate 
of the entire world since all resolutions de-
pend on their approval. 

Moreover, the composition of the Securi-
ty Council is not fair. The Security Coun-
cil should have representatives from each 
continent and faith group. Currently, there 
are no representatives from Africa in the 
United Nations Security Council. There are 
no representatives from the Muslim world 
either, but they have the means to decide 
the fate of Muslims because of this unfair 
representation. How can this be?

Today, they attacked our brothers who were 
leaving the mosque after Friday prayer in 
Jerusalem; they martyred three people and 
wounded almost 350. I talked to the Presi-
dent of Israel the night before to warn him 
and urged him to take some measures on 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

224

Friday. The Israeli President responded by 
telling me that they were fighting against 
terrorism. I replied by saying that “This is 
the wrong approach. These people are go-
ing to a sacred place of worship. This is an 
important place for them, for their Friday 
prayers. You cannot call our brothers ter-
rorists. We never think of Jews who go to 
synagogues in Turkey as terrorists, so how 
can you? Labelling people because of their 
faith is unacceptable. It is wrong to place 
our brothers behind metal bars and pre-
vent them from their worship. We ask you 
to revise this practice.” Unfortunately, he 
would not listen despite my insistence. 

We are ready to talk to everyone. We are 
ready to discuss the rights and fair treat-
ment of Muslims with everyone. We will 
defend our rights to the end. We will never 

remain silent against tyrants as this would 
be cruel and intolerable. 

We will strengthen and reinforce the 
friendship between Turkey and Africa day 
by day. I believe that events such as this 
congress not only offer solutions to our 
problems, but also deepen the cooperation 
between Turkey and Africa, and create op-
portunities for the exchange of experienc-
es. 

On this note, I would like to congratulate 
the organizers of this congress and pray to 
Allah for beneficial outcomes from this im-
portant meeting. I would like to welcome 
our valuable international guests once 
again and salute you all with affection and 
respect. All the best.
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Distinguished Directors of the Higher Ed-
ucation Institutes of the Islamic World, 
Distinguished Rectors, Esteemed Guests, 
Distinguished Members of Faculty, 

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect 
and affection. Assalamu alaikum wa rah-
matullahi wa barakatuh. May the blessings 
of Allah be upon you.

I wish the best of success to the Higher Ed-
ucation Conference of the Islamic World 
organized by the Council of Higher Educa-
tion of Turkey. I hope that this conference 
will be beneficial to our academic commu-
nity. I would like to particularly welcome 
our valuable guests who have remarkable 
achievements in their own fields and who 

We Need to Be Cautious Against 
Organizations That Turn Our 

Youth into Mindless Slaves

Conference on Establishing a Higher Education Area for the 
Islamic World | Ankara | July 26, 2017
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travelled from all parts of the Muslim 
world to attend this conference. 

Old people used to say, “The spark of truth 
is the product of heated debate.” This quote 
applies best to universities and academia. 
I believe that this conference will pave the 
way for a process that will facilitate new 
cooperation opportunities and contribute 
to the discussion of the problems of high-
er education in our civilization. I thank the 
esteemed President of the Council of High-
er Education and his staff for leading the 
organization of such an important confer-
ence. 

Distinguished Members of Faculty, Valua-
ble Guests, 

We are all proud members of the Islamic 
civilization which is based on brotherhood 
and solidarity. Therefore, we need to rely 
on each other like bricks on a wall. In this 
context, our cultural, political, sectarian or 
ethnic differences are not a disadvantage, 
but rather a source of great diversity and 
opportunity. As it is commanded in our 
Holy Book and life guide the Quran: “Mus-
lims are but brothers.” We should never 
allow borders to come between us and 
distances to drive us apart. However, we 
must acknowledge that recent events have 
eroded our common identity and built new 
walls and barriers between us. 

This weekend I was in Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait and Qatar. The purpose of my visit was 
to remove the barriers I just mentioned. 
The crisis between these three countries 
hurts all of us deeply. Why is this happen-

ing to us? We must solve our crises and 
disagreements through dialog. Allah calls 
on us in the Quran and commands, “Dis-
cuss and consult in all your doings.” If we 
have problems, we should resort to consul-
tation. Other choices and methods are not 
appropriate for us Muslims; we need to do 
better. This is why we need solidarity and 
brotherhood more than ever. Furthermore, 
we need to exchange opinions. The par-
ticipants I see here can serve as potential 
building blocks for the realization of this 
aspiration. 

It is a shame that the Islamic world is cur-
rently making headlines because of its dif-
ferences and conflicts, instead of its unity 
and peace. Crises, civil war, family disputes 
and defeatist policies are increasingly driv-
ing us apart every day. Who is dying in Syr-
ia and Iraq? Muslims. And who is killing 
them? Some imposters who act under the 
pretext of Islam! Furthermore, they cry 
out “Allah is great” when they are killing 
people. This is completely illogical to the 
point of insanity. Yet, this is the way things 
are. 

Protecting Al-Aqsa Mosque is 
the duty of the entire Islamic 
world

In Syria and Iraq, cities that bear the traces 
of thousands of years of our civilization are 
reduced to rubble. Settlements that were 
houses of prosperity for centuries face de-
struction and tears while the wails of the 
oppressed shake heavens. Across from our 
border, Aleppo, Idlib, Hama and Homs are 
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completely destroyed. The famous library 
of Mosul that quenched the thirst for scien-
tific knowledge for years has been looted. 
Thousands of priceless books, manuscripts 
and rare books in the Baghdad library were 
either destroyed or stolen. Our libraries, 
mosques and social complexes that once 
enchanted visitors with their magnificent 
architecture are destroyed one by one. 

As a symbol of peace, Jerusalem is trying 
to resist and survive the attacks against its 
Muslim character and legacy. Encouraged 
by the current weakness and fragmenta-
tion of Muslims, the government of Israel 
attempts to destroy the Islamic character 
of Jerusalem by inventing a new practice 
every day. People who criticize Turkey on 
every occasion are suddenly mute in the 
case of Palestine, Jerusalem or the rights 
of Muslims. Nobody should expect us to 
remain silent in face of such exasperating 
hypocrisy. It is not only the duty of our 
Palestinian brothers but the entire Mus-
lim world to protect the honor and dignity 
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque which was our first 
Qibla.

We want security and peace for members 
of all faiths in the region. We have syna-
gogues in Istanbul. There was some agita-
tion because of the Al-Aqsa mosque events 
and some people attempted to attack the 
synagogues. I gave instructions to the gov-
ernor and the chief of police in Istanbul im-
mediately and told them that this should 
not be allowed. Unfortunately, Israel is not 
as tolerant as we are when it comes to plac-
es of worship. 

Meanwhile, metal detector checks which 
were humiliating for Muslims were abol-
ished by Israel. This has contributed to 
de-escalation and we are, of course, pleased 
with this development. However, it is not 
sufficient. It is intolerable to see that doors 
are shut on Muslims at Al-Aqsa Mosque 
for Friday prayers. Furthermore, Al-Aqsa is 
a place of worship not only for the people 
who live in Palestine, but also for all Mus-
lims in the world. Al-Aqsa Mosque cannot 
be closed to Muslims in the world. Israel 
must respect the established practices, 
laws and human rights regarding Jerusa-
lem. 

I expressed my opinions regarding the re-
strictions on worship at Al-Aqsa Mosque 
to the President of Israel Mr. Rivlin in 
our telephone conversation. The Israeli 
government needs to be reminded of the 
fact that to live in peace in this world, we 
should stop threatening others and refrain 
from policies that can potentially create a 
ring of fire in the region. 

Distinguished Members of Faculty, 

It is true that we face a troublesome and 
challenging situation in all respects. De-
spite the challenges of the last few centu-
ries, Islam is the only civilization that did 
not capitulate to the West. Nor was it de-
stroyed or defeated by the West. The core 
of our civilization is still as solid as steel 
despite the damage we suffered. It is up to 
us to repair this damage. An accurate diag-
nosis is the key to right treatment. Let us 
not forget that a person who refuses to see 
suffers from the worst kind of blindness. 
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This is why we must examine ourselves 
and engage in self-criticism. We will be 
sidetracked if we keep pointing the fin-
ger at others and seek the solution to our 
problems elsewhere. Muslims should hold 
themselves accountable for the current 
state of affairs and reconsider their rela-
tionship to learning, wisdom and knowl-
edge in order to find answers. We can pros-
per only if our bond to learning, wisdom 
and knowledge grows stronger. We are 
the followers of a religion that began with 
“read” as its first command. Our religion 
preaches learning, not ignorance. How-
ever, we have abandoned books, libraries, 
writing and studying in the last few centu-
ries. It is regrettable that 55 percent of the 
people in the Muslim world cannot even 
read or write. The share of education in na-
tional income is 5.2 percent in the OECD 
countries whereas it is not even 1 percent 
in Muslim countries. These numbers tell 
us why the springs of wisdom that feed our 
souls and minds have been drying up one 
by one for centuries. 

All opinions are welcome in 
universities as long as they 
are not contaminated with 
terrorism 

To reverse this unfavorable situation, we 
made education a top priority when we 
came to power 15 years ago. We allocated 
the biggest share from the budget to ed-
ucation and took relevant steps to build 
a strong infrastructure for education by 
improving classrooms, teachers, universi-
ties, dormitories, scholarships and support 

schemes. However, we do not consider our 
current achievements in education to be 
sufficient. To tell you the truth, we also 
shy away from tackling some issues that 
require more work and patience, just like 
other societies in the Muslim world. How-
ever, if we fail to endow our young people 
with critical and analytical thinking and 
make sure that they have ambitions, we 
will end up with an aimless generation. 

We know for a fact that a nation cannot 
determine its own future unless it builds 
its unique education system. Our univer-
sities have a major role to play in this re-
gard. Universities are hubs for science, 
innovation and free thinking. All opinions 
are and should be welcome in universities 
as long as they are not contaminated with 
terrorism or they do not praise violence. 
University departments should focus not 
only on lectures, but also on a high-quality 
exchange of opinions in order to broaden 
the horizons of its students and help them 
develop their own views about the world, 
society at large and themselves. 

The brave pick themselves up, but the los-
ers stay on the ground. The decline of our 
civilization started with the decline in 
learning after the collapse of the madra-
sas. Therefore, to rise again, we must start 
from the same place. For this purpose, we 
must first enhance the exchange of experi-
ence, faculty and students among our uni-
versities. The President of the Council of 
Higher Education mentioned the Mevlana 
Exchange Program in his speech. I am ask-
ing the President of the Council of Higher 
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Education to upgrade this program and 
develop an exchange scheme between the 
higher education systems in the Muslim 
world that is similar to or even better than 
Erasmus. I also think that it is important to 
include Muslim countries in the manage-
ment of this program in order to make it 
international. This program should not be 
limited to the exchange of students and 
faculty and must be extended to include 
joint degree programs. 

Currently, the Council of Higher Education 
is conducting more than 250 joint degree 
programs with universities in Western 
countries. I kindly ask the President of the 
Council of Higher Education to lead joint 
degree programs at undergraduate, grad-
uate and postgraduate levels between the 
universities of Muslim countries attending 
this meeting and at least 15 Turkish uni-
versities. 

Now, I would like to ask the audience here 
whether you approve of the title “assistant 
professor” in universities? I discussed this 
issue with the esteemed President of the 
Council of Higher Education and now I 
am kindly asking the distinguished rectors 
here to please find a solution to this issue. 
We need to question this system which 
gives all academicians the possibility to 
become an associate professor once they 
complete their PhD. I wonder if the univer-
sities in other countries allow the title of 
“assistant professor” to be used like this. I 
can say that I do not know of a similar sys-
tem in any other jurisdiction. 

Higher education in Turkey is robust with 
184 universities serving 7.3 million stu-
dents. There are more than 150 thousand 
academicians with 75 thousand of them 
holding doctoral degrees. I think that the 
Council of Higher Education should share 
its knowledge and experience in higher ed-
ucation systems with Muslim countries. 

You must act against those who 
confuse deception and lying 
with worship 

Distinguished Scholars,

There are only a few institutions from the 
Muslim countries among the top 500 uni-
versities in the world. Smartest students 
and brightest minds in Muslim communi-
ties are lost to Western institutions. Many 
more young people choose to migrate to 
the West because they do not find a bright 
future for themselves in universities in 
their own countries. Moreover, we are pay-
ing substantial amounts of money to West-
ern countries for the education of our stu-
dents. Naturally, we expect them to return 
to their homeland and serve their people 
after they complete their academic studies. 
However, they often do not come back af-
ter they graduate and stay in the country 
where they attended school. There is no 
doubt that reasons such as getting used to 
a certain lifestyle and feeling reluctant to 
leave it could play a role in their decisions. 
However, we as the top administrators in 
the country and you as the top directors in 
universities need to analyze the real rea-
sons that drive young people away from 
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us. We must swiftly develop and imple-
ment policies to prevent this “brain drain” 
which depletes our learning and academic 
capacity. 

Furthermore, we have to be wary of organ-
izations that indoctrinate young minds 
and change them into robots or mindless 
slaves. On the night of July 15, our nation 
experienced how scum who follow in the 
footsteps of a charlatan disguised as an 
imam inflicted harm and betrayed their 
homeland. There are professors and as-
sociate professors who are following this 
charlatan who is disguised as an imam. 
Almighty Allah says: “They have eyes that 
do not see, ears that do not hear and lips 
that can never speak the truth.” Some peo-
ple are so numb in their hearts that they 
dare say: “He is closer to us than our jug-
ular vein.” To make things worse, the peo-
ple who advocate this aberration are also 
scholars! Quran commands that it is only 
Allah who can be closer to us than our jug-
ular vein. We have to be careful about peo-
ple who harbor such heresy. 

250 people, including 29 around this com-
plex, were martyred and 2 thousand 193 
were wounded by FETÖ traitors. There was 
a professor and eight university students 
among the martyrs. We are ferociously 
fighting against FETÖ which has grown 
like poison ivy domestically and in 170 
countries. I ask our distinguished rectors 
to be cautious and act against this organi-
zation which confuses deception and lying 
with worship and does not hesitate to shed 
the blood of the innocent for their own 

ambitions. Do not allow these terrorists to 
penetrate your institutions under the pre-
text of dialog, service or education.

What needs to be done for a brighter fu-
ture is obvious. First of all, Muslim coun-
tries should refrain from misconceptions, 
prejudice and psychological obstacles that 
rise between them. Muslim minds should 
not restrict themselves to material and ge-
ographical borders. We will not reach our 
goals by “repeating” ourselves or by “imi-
tating” others. Rumi says: “To find a pearl, 
dive deep into the ocean; only trash washes 
ashore.” In other words, we must embark 
upon an arduous and risky journey to ac-
quire something of value like the pearl. So, 
let us not waste any more time and launch 
short-, medium- and long-term plans to 
achieve our goal. We must be patient as 
we make progress, knowing full well that 
it will take many years before our actions 
bear fruit. 

I consider this meeting to be a valuable 
step in the right direction. As the follow-
ers of a Prophet (pbuh) who chose to talk 
to a group of scholars before talking to a 
group of reciters, I believe that, God will-
ing, Muslims will rise with universities. I 
congratulate the organizers of this con-
ference once again and wish you success 
in your deliberations. Please convey the 
greetings of my nation and myself to our 
brothers when you go back home. May the 
blessings and mercy of Allah be upon you. 
May Allah guide your path and grant you 
good fortune. All the best. 
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Esteemed President and My Dear Broth-
er Nursultan Nazarbayev, Distinguished 
Heads of State and Government of the 
Member States of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, Esteemed Minis-
ters, Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished Participants,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, mercy and 
blessings of Allah be upon you.

It is a great pleasure for me to join you on 
the occasion of this first Summit on Sci-
ence and Technology organized by the 

We Shall Never Allow The 
Violation of The Sanctity of 

Jerusalem or Haram al-Sharif

Organization of Islamic Cooperation Summit on Science and Technology
Astana, Kazakhstan | September 10, 2017
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Organization of Islamic Cooperation. In 
my capacity as the President of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation, I thank my 
brother President Nazarbayev for this ini-
tiative. 

On this occasion, I would also like to con-
gratulate the Kazakh authorities for the 
successful organization of the EXPO on Fu-
ture Energy, a theme that is very relevant 
for the whole world. The Standing Com-
mittee on Scientific and Technological Co-
operation of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation has contributed extensively 
to the preparations of this summit as well 
as to the 2026 Science, Technology and 
Innovation Agenda Document which we 
will adopt. I would like to extend my grat-
itude to my dear brother, the President of 
Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain, as well as all 
members of the committee for their hard 
work and achievements. I hope that this 
summit, with the guidance of Allah, will be 
beneficial to all mankind. 

We are taking an important step forward 
in the Muslim world on this special day by 
implementing the decision we took at the 
Istanbul Summit. After all, we are the fol-
lowers of a religion that began with “read” 
as its first command. Our religion preaches 
“learning from the cradle to the grave”. Is-
lamic civilization is based on learning and 
knowledge. Muslims prevailed in world 
politics when our civilization was the 
center of knowledge, learning and innova-
tion. However, the prominence of Muslims 
began to decline when reading, learning, 
education, research, critical thinking and 

asking questions became less important. 
Currently, 55 percent of the population 
in the Muslim world cannot even read or 
write. In the OECD countries, the average 
share of education in national income is 
5.2 percent while it remains below 1 per-
cent in Muslim countries. 

Smartest students and brightest minds in 
Muslim communities are lost to Western 
countries and their institutions. We “con-
sume” knowledge, but we do not “produce” 
knowledge and information technologies 
that are very important assets today. Con-
sequently, we have grown more vulnerable 
in many respects, especially in terms of na-
tional security. 

Let me stress that the strength of a nation 
still depends on its ability to generate and 
process knowledge in the best way possi-
ble. In this context, Turkey is ready to par-
ticipate in various cooperation schemes 
such as technology exchange, cooperation 
in education, exchange of academic per-
sonnel and faculty, scholarships and joint 
university programs within the framework 
of the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion. Currently, Turkey is offering higher 
education scholarships to 9 thousand 500 
students from the member states of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation. 

We must strengthen 
our technical and legal 
infrastructure to fight 
cybercrime
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Valuable Brothers,

In our faith, mankind does not make it his 
mission to dominate nature or the world. 
The mission of mankind is to benefit from 
the offerings of the world and protect it for 
future generations because Allah created 
nature, earth and the entire universe to-
gether with mankind. Therefore, we can-
not subscribe to any development policy 
that pollutes the environment, consumes 
natural resources recklessly or legitimizes 
war, conflicts and massacres for financial 
gain. Consequently, we need to base our ac-
tions on the principles of solidarity, collab-
oration and sharing. 

Freedom should never mean irresponsi-
bility or lawlessness. We must respect this 
principle especially in the case of new com-
munication technologies and the internet. 
Fast, accessible, responsible and safe inter-
net is a must for individuals, but also for so-
ciety, governments, trade and economy. On 
the other hand, we know that the internet 
and social media also serve as a tool for an-
ti-Islamic movements and as effective tools 
for terrorist organizations such as Daesh, 
Al-Qaeda and FETÖ. Muslims countries 
should make the benefits of the internet 
available to their citizens, but they should 
also protect their people against the harm-
ful impact of the internet. For this purpose, 
we need to strengthen our legal and techni-
cal infrastructure against cybercrime. We 
cannot allow bloodthirsty gangs that harm 
mankind and Islam through their actions 
or new trends that erode our values to steal 
our youth and thus our future from us.

Esteemed Brothers,

There can be no development or progress 
without peace, stability and security. At the 
moment what Muslim countries need is 
not division or tension, but unity, harmony 
and cooperation. Recent events prove this 
once again. The recent crisis in the Gulf is 
deeply unsettling for us all. In my capaci-
ty as the President of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, I am looking forward 
to an immediate resolution of this crisis in 
the Gulf. We will continue to support Ku-
wait in its mediation efforts. 

At present, Muslims are facing challeng-
es in all parts of the world. We cannot af-
ford to waste our energy on such crises 
at a time when Muslim countries need to 
mobilize in unity, cooperation and solidar-
ity. Furthermore, we shall never allow any 
violation of the sanctity of Jerusalem and 
Haram al-Sharif, our first Qibla. We must 
all adopt a stronger position to prevent the 
disrespectful, provocative and agitating 
acts regarding the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

Likewise, we must all exert collective ef-
forts to end the persecution, torture and 
exile of our Muslims brothers in Myan-
mar. Turkey has already initiated various 
actions to this end. We would like to work 
with the governments of Myanmar and 
Bangladesh to prevent the human trage-
dy in the region. We communicated to the 
authorities in Bangladesh that we expect 
them to accommodate the people who flee 
persecution and massacre at home and 
take refuge in their jurisdiction and of-
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fered our help. All international organiza-
tions, and more specifically we the Muslim 
countries, must exert all necessary effort 
and work collaboratively to end this perse-
cution. 

Distinguished Brothers, 

I believe that we must show political leader-
ship and reinforce our efforts to strengthen 
cooperation in the fields of science and tech-
nology. I support the proposal to hold regu-
lar Science and Technology Summits for the 
purpose of monitoring the progress achieved 
in the implementation of our decisions. 

Before the ummah and entire mankind, I 
pray to Allah that this meeting will yield 
beneficial results for a more prosperous 
and better future for all. 

I would like to thank my dear brother Naz-
arbayev, the President of Kazakhstan, for 
his sincere hospitality as well as the Gener-
al Secretariat and the Standing Committee 
on Scientific and Technological Coopera-
tion of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation for their contributions to the organi-
zation of this meeting. 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

235

Distinguished President, Secretary Gener-
al, Esteemed Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Distinguished Delegates, 

I greet you with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I thank Mr. Peter Thom-

son for the successful work he conducted 
last year as the President of the 71st Gen-
eral Assembly. I would also like to congrat-
ulate Mr. Miroslav Lajcak who took over 
the Presidency of the General Assembly. I 
hope that this General Assembly meeting 

The Security Council Should Be 
Restructured to Become More 
Democratic, Transparent, Fair 

and Efficient 

72nd Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
New York, USA | September 19, 2017
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around the theme of “Focusing on People: 
Striving for Peace and A Decent Life for all 
on a Sustainable Planet” shall benefit all 
the peoples in the world.

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

Unfortunately, global peace and security 
have suffered a decline since we met in 
this hall last year. Terrorism and war con-
tinue to rear their ugly heads in various 
parts of the world. Existing conflicts help 
terrorists in extending their activities to 
more regions. We are concerned about vi-
olent acts by radical movements that unite 
around xenophobia, cultural racism and 
Islamophobia. The only way to reverse 
these developments is to enhance our co-
operation under this roof. We need to de-
velop a new perspective for world peace. 
No crisis or threat can be resolved by inac-
tion. We must dedicate ourselves to a safer 
and more prosperous world. For these rea-
sons, Turkey is actively engaged in a pro-
active foreign policy approach with a pro-
nounced humanitarian dimension. 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

For the last 7 years, the conflict in Syria has 
caused major suffering in that country, the 
region and the world. It Is not only civilians 
and innocent babies who are being mas-
sacred in Syria, but an entire civilization. 
Moreover, terrorism grows and spreads 
like cancer due to the destruction, insta-
bility and violence in Syria and spills over 

borders. Syrian people made a move for 
democracy, freedom, justice and a brighter 
future, but the international community, 
unfortunately, left them on their own. 

Turkey has deep-rooted brotherly and pro-
found historical ties with Syrian people 
of all ethnicities and sects. Therefore, we 
could not have remained indifferent to 
their tragedy. Turkey has been engaged in 
humanitarian and political efforts for the 
resolution of the conflict in Syria since it 
began in 2011. Currently, we are hosting 
more than 3 million Syrian and 200 thou-
sand Iraqi refugees in Turkey. We launched 
Astana talks in collaboration with Rus-
sia and Iran with the participation of all 
parties in the conflict for the purpose of 
achieving a lasting ceasefire and building 
peace in Syria. The Geneva Process which 
was stalled for some time was revitalized 
as a result of these initiatives. We are im-
plementing a new plan to secure the Idlib 
region in accordance with the agreement 
reached in Astana. We support all actions 
that respect the territorial integrity of Syr-
ia, the democratic demands of its people, 
and contributes to stability and prosperity.

Promises made regarding the 
Syrian refugees must be kept  

Distinguished Friends, 

We continue to take all relevant measures 
for the refugees who are coming to Turkey 
since the beginning of the crisis in Syria. 
These measures also prevent a refugee in-
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flux to Europe. We provide for the needs of 
refugees including housing, food, clothing 
and healthcare in a manner which is high-
ly appreciated by officials visiting these 
locations. However, I must stress that we 
did not receive sufficient support for our 
efforts from the international community 
in general and the European Union in par-
ticular. The government, civil society and 
our nation spent as much as 30 billion dol-
lars so far in order to provide for the needs 
of the refugees who live in camps or cities 
in Turkey. On the other hand, the European 
Union has provided only 820 million euros 
of the 3 + 3 billion euros it promised. In the 
meantime, the international community 
extended a mere 520 million dollars of aid 
through the United Nations. 

I would like to emphasize that none of the 
funds we receive for the Syrian refugees 
are transferred to our national budget; all 
aid is distributed to the people in need by 
aid organizations through relevant United 
Nations bodies. In your presence, I would 
like to take this opportunity to call on all 
countries and international organizations 
that left Turkey alone to shoulder the bur-
den for 3.2 million refugees in its territory 
to keep their promises. 

Turkey provides humanitarian aid and 
development assistance on a global scale. 
Our efforts are not limited to hosting refu-
gees in our country; we also extend a help-
ing hand to all victims around the world 
through the work of our national organiza-
tions such as the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA), the Disaster 

and Emergency Management Presiden-
cy (AFAD), the Red Crescent and various 
non-governmental organizations. For in-
stance, Turkey allocated 1 billion dollars in 
funds for restructuring in Somalia through 
official agencies and non-governmental 
organizations. Our activities and achieve-
ments in Somalia set an example for sim-
ilar projects. 

According to recent OECD data, Turkey 
ranks second in the world in terms of the 
total amount of aid provided and first in 
terms of the ratio of aid to GDP, with 6 bil-
lion dollars in humanitarian development 
in 2016. Turkey is the 17th largest economy 
in the world. By allocating eight per thou-
sand of its national income to humanitari-
an development assistance, Turkey has be-
come one of the six countries to reach the 
target set by the United Nations. 

In short, Turkey is doing its best to reach 
the main goal stated in the theme of our 
General Assembly, namely, “A Sustainable 
Planet”. We will carry on with the same de-
termination in the future. 

There are people who are using 
Daesh to implement their own 
agenda 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

Turkey is deeply engaged in fighting 
against bloodthirsty organizations in the 
region such as Daesh and the PKK which 
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thrive on the instability in Syria and Iraq. 
Additionally, we continue to fight against 
the FETÖ terrorist organization which at-
tempted to overthrow the democratic re-
gime in our country with a bloody coup. 
We were able to clear 243 settlement areas 
and more than 2 thousand square kilome-
ters of land from Daesh as a result of Oper-
ation Euphrates Shield, which we launched 
in Syria against the cross-border attacks by 
Daesh against Turkey. During the course of 
this operation, 3 thousand Daesh militants 
were neutralized. Almost 100 thousand 
Syrians were able to return and resettle in 
the areas we freed from terrorists. Opera-
tion Euphrates Shield is the most success-
ful operation against Daesh since its occu-
pation of territory in the region. 

I would also like to refer to another point. 
Majority of the groups and forces who 
claim to fight against Daesh do not, in fact, 
have such an aim. These groups and pow-
ers are using Daesh as a tool to implement 
their own agenda. Attempts by the PYD 
and YPG to change the demographic struc-
ture in the regions under their control, con-
fiscate property from the locals, and kill 
or exile the opposition amount to crimes 
against humanity. The world is bound to 
face new threats by organizations similar 
to Daesh if this struggle against them is not 
conducted legitimately. 

Similar considerations are valid also for 
Iraq. Iraq must ensure reconciliation and 
maintain its territorial integrity so that 
the country can begin to build a common 
future based on shared ideals. All parties 
should refrain from demands for their own 

independence as this may potentially lead 
to new crises and conflicts in the region. I 
hereby call on the Regional Kurdish Gov-
ernment in Iraq to drop their initiative for 
independence. Ignoring Turkey’s clearly 
defined and firm position in this matter 
could lead to a situation where the Kurdis-
tan Regional Government in Iraq may even 
be stripped of what they have. We should 
all try to build peace, order and stability in 
the region, instead of igniting the fuse of 
potential conflicts. 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

In addition to Syria and Iraq, we are close-
ly following developments in Libya and 
Yemen where terrorist organizations are 
quite active. Stability in Libya can be built 
if the international community supports 
the legitimate government in that country. 
It should also be kept in mind that if the 
mistakes in Syria and Iraq are repeated in 
Libya, the world in general and Europe in 
particular will face greater threats. 

At the same time, we are keenly working 
on finding an immediate solution to the 
dispute in the Gulf region. We think that 
this process should start with the lifting of 
sanctions that have a negative impact on 
the living conditions of the people in Qa-
tar. We support Sheikh Al-Sabah, the Emir 
of Kuwait, in his mediation efforts aimed 
at finding a solution to the crisis. We hope 
that Saudi Arabia which has a major in-
fluence in the Gulf region shall willingly 
and sincerely contribute to efforts to find a 
solution to this problem. 
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Muslims are facing ethnic 
cleansing in Arakan 

The plight of the Palestinians and the his-
torical status of Jerusalem and Haram 
al-Sharif are two unconscionable wounds 
in the world. In July, there was a crisis in 
Haram al-Sharif reminding us all of the 
precariousness of the situation. The peace 
process can move ahead only if Israel im-
mediately ends all illegal settlement activi-
ties and takes steps for a two-state solution. 
On this note, I call on the international 
community to support our brothers and 
sisters in East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and Gaza in their fight for the independ-
ence of a contiguous State of Palestine.

Despite the lack of active conflicts, the Bal-
kans is another potential crisis zone in light 
of the significant challenges in that region. 
Therefore, the integration of Balkan coun-
tries with Euro-Atlantic organizations is of 
utmost importance. We are committed to 
ensuring peace, stability and prosperity in 
this part of the world that is special for us. 

The key to stability in Southern Caucasus 
is ensuring the territorial integrity of Azer-
baijan and Georgia. For this reason, we 
work hard to settle the disputes in Nagorno 
Karabakh, Abkhazia and Southern Ossetia. 

We must remember that every crisis we ig-
nore today has the potential to ignite the 
fuse of a regional or even a global conflict 
tomorrow. In this context, I would like to 
particularly state that we are against all 
nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons are an 

important item on the global agenda. There 
is no doubt that global problems cannot be 
resolved unless we strive for a world free 
from the scourge of nuclear weapons. 

We regret that the negotiation process ini-
tiated in 2008 for a comprehensive settle-
ment in Cyprus failed because of the in-
transigence of the Greek Cypriots. We will 
do our best to ensure that the recently dis-
covered natural resources in East Mediter-
ranean serve peace, stability and prosperi-
ty in the region. We are ready to consider 
all settlement proposals as long as they re-
spect the rights of Cypriot Turks. 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

The international community was shaken 
by tragic news from Myanmar while trying 
to deal with the global and regional issues 
cited above. The Muslim community in 
Arakan, Myanmar is facing what amounts 
to ethnic cleansing perpetrated on the pre-
text of provoked terrorist acts. Villages of 
the Rohingya who live in abject poverty 
and destitution, deprived even of their cit-
izenship rights, are torched as hundreds of 
thousands of people are being forced to mi-
grate from the region and the country. The 
people who are migrating from the region 
are placed in camps in Bangladesh which 
have such poor conditions that basic hu-
manitarian needs cannot be met. 

As in the case of Syria, the international 
community failed to deal with the human 
tragedy that the Rohingya are facing. Fail-
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ure to deal with the unfolding tragedy 
in Myanmar will go down in history as a 
shameful disgrace. First of all, we need to 
ensure the return of the people of Arakan, 
who fled their country to seek refuge main-
ly in Bangladesh, to the lands which they 
inhabited for centuries to live in security, 
peace and prosperity. 

These tragedies result from 
lack of reform of the Security 
Council 

Turkey is working to find a solution to this 
crisis as well. Recently, we held a special 
session on Arakan in Astana, Kazakhstan 
on the occasion of a meeting of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation. This after-
noon in the United Nations building, we 
are going to hold the meeting of the Con-
tact Group on Rohingya Muslims of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation. 

On September 7, after the latest crisis broke 
out, my wife, son and our ministers visited 
the camps in Bangladesh to personally wit-
ness the human tragedy there. Turkey’s of-
ficial development assistance agency TİKA 
is the only organization that conducts aid 
activities in Myanmar. In addition, the Dis-
aster and Emergency Management Presi-
dency (AFAD), the Turkish Red Crescent, 
Diyanet Foundation and various non-gov-
ernmental organizations are engaged in 
efforts to provide humanitarian aid to the 
Rohingya in Bangladesh and other coun-
tries. We would like to expand the scope of 
our assistance activities if the countries in-

volved allow us to do so. Today, I discussed 
these issues with the United Nations Secre-
tary General Mr. Guterres and we are pre-
paring to take necessary steps as quickly as 
possible. 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Dele-
gates, 

Our call for the restructuring of the United 
Nations Security Council which is symbol-
ized in Turkey’s motto: “The world is big-
ger than 5” is all the more justified in face 
of these developments and human trage-
dies. The drama that is unfolding around 
the world clearly shows that we are already 
running late in reforming the United Na-
tions Security Council. 

If the representatives of the world who 
meet under this roof are unable to show 
the will to prevent murders by terrorist or-
ganizations and humanitarian crises and 
suffering, then everyone will try to solve 
these problems on their own. Such actions 
will draw the world into a new maelstrom 
of oppression and chaos. How can we 
achieve our ideal of a peaceful and decent 
life for all on a sustainable planet if West-
ern countries cannot prevent xenophobia, 
racism and anti-Islamism; countries in cri-
sis zones fail to show the will to effectively 
fight against terrorist organizations and 
poverty; and the community of nations 
does not collaborate to achieve these goals? 

We support the efforts of the esteemed Sec-
retary General with whom we have been 
collaborating closely during his previous 
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capacity as the High Commissioner for 
Refugees. It is not in anybody’s interest to 
insist on maintaining a system so dysfunc-
tional that it is completely incapable of 
taking any concrete action that will benefit 
mankind. 

We wish to restructure the Security Coun-
cil so that it functions in a more democrat-
ic, transparent, fair and efficient manner. 
Our proposal is to build a structure that is 
composed of 20 members having the same 
mandate and power for a term of 2 years 
with 10 countries rotating every year. This 
will ensure that all countries in the world 
will have a say in this important organiza-
tion when it is their turn. 

In conclusion, I would like to remind you 

that though we may have different eye 

color or complexions, we all shed tears. I 

call on you to take immediate action to stop 

these tears in different parts of the world. 

I hope that the 72nd Session of the General 

Assembly will contribute to the efforts to 

this end.   

With these feelings, I would like to salute 

all countries and peoples represented in 

this common house of humanity with re-

spect and affection on behalf of myself and 

my nation. All the best.
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Esteemed Members of the Turkish-Amer-
ican Community, Distinguished Mus-
lim-American Brothers, Ladies and Gentle-
men, 

I greet you all with heartfelt emotions and 
warmest regards. I thank the Turkish Amer-
ican National Steering Committee for or-
ganizing this meeting.

For many years, the Turkish-American 
Community contributed to the relations be-
tween the two countries and made us feel 
proud of its achievements. I feel confident 
that you will continue to do the same in the 
future. There are 6 million Turkish citizens 
living around the world. Our policy regard-
ing these citizens is to oppose “assimilation” 
and support “integration”. In this context, 

Current Crises Point to a Need 
For a New Awakening in The 

Muslim World 

Meeting with the Representatives of the Turkish-American Community 
and the American Muslim Community | New York, USA | September 21, 2017 
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we regard Turkish-Americans as an asset, 
as they are well-integrated to their society. 

In addition to living in harmony with oth-
er segments of American society, my main 
expectation from you is for you to actively 
participate in the social and political life 
of this country. Greater representation of 
Turkish-Americans in local and federal 
government and standing for elected posi-
tions would benefit all of us.

However, do not forget that in spite of your 
efforts to integrate with society, there will 
be some people who will treat you based on 
your identity as Turkish-Americans. This is 
why you must set aside political, ideologi-
cal and other differences amongst you and 
act in unity and harmony. Being one means 
being big, being strong, being brothers and 
being together to reach your objectives. 
This is why I attach great importance to the 
activities of the Turkish-American Nation-
al Steering Committee that unites our as-
sociations. I believe that the Committee, by 
bringing together all Turkish-Americans 
who are members of different associations 
under the same roof, will contribute to sup-
porting a unified approach when it comes 
to our national interests.

On April 23, the Turkish American Na-
tional Steering Committee organized the 
“Peace and Solidarity Walk”, that was held 
on April 24 in the two preceding years. 
During the festival organized following 
the walk, thousands of Turkish-Americans 
celebrated our National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day with great joy. I hope that 

this harmony is sustained and further 
strengthened in the years to come.

FETÖ is laundering money 
through its charter schools

Brothers,

Last year, we faced one of the most deplor-
able attacks in our history aimed at our 
freedom and future. On the night of July 
15, the treacherous FETÖ gang attempted 
a coup d’état against our state, country and 
nation. We acted together with our people 
to quash the treacherous FETÖ gang with 
an iron fist and successfully defeated this 
attempt.

The ringleader of this treacherous organ-
ization lives in Pennsylvania, not very far 
from here. Schools, associations and com-
panies affiliated with this terrorist organi-
zation are active all over the United States. 
This terrorist organization raises 700-750 
million dollars, especially from their char-
ter schools. This is also their way of laun-
dering money. We continuously convey 
information about this situation to our 
American friends. We also delivered five 
parcels full of documents containing infor-
mation on this organization to our Ameri-
can friends. 

We made a number of requests to the Unit-
ed States regarding the extradition of the 
leader and members of FETÖ and the pre-
vention of the activities of the organiza-
tion. Unfortunately, these efforts have thus 
far not produced results. A huge smear 
campaign is underway in Western media 
against our country. We are being targeted 
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and criticized for our efforts against terror-
ist organizations. I believe that in time, the 
United States and the other countries will 
see the real face of FETÖ and the terrorist 
organizations it collaborates with.

To achieve this, we need the support of a 
powerful public opinion. We expect you to 
tirelessly talk to your friends about the in-
justice FETÖ unleashed in Turkey and the 
blood it shed as well as the murders, activ-
ities and attacks by the PKK and affiliated 
organizations. American public opinion 
must be informed not through channels 
run by terrorist organizations which dis-
seminate lies and slander, but by honest 
and decent people like you. There is no 
doubt that the only way for us to succeed 
is to show the honest people living here the 
true colors of the individuals and organiza-
tions that act on behalf of terrorist organi-
zations in the United States. I trust that as 
representatives of Turkish-American and 
Muslim-American communities, you do 
not harbor anyone connected to a terrorist 
organization, especially FETÖ.

Brothers,

Some circles in the United States and else-
where in the world are working hard to la-
bel our nation with the stain of “Armenian 
genocide”. This is one of the most reckless 
distortions of historical facts. We must 
continue to fight against these unfound-
ed claims and defend our history. We ex-
pect friendly and brother communities in 
the United States, especially the Muslim 
associations, to support these efforts. In 
fact, these claims are the product of hos-
tility against Islam, which some circles in 

the West continuously agitate by using the 
Daesh terrorist organization as a pretext. 

Daesh has nothing to do 
with Islam; it is a terrorist 
organization

We must demonstrate a united front against 
hatred of Islam which has been steadily 
increasing in recent years. I would like 
to highlight one point here. As we speak, 
Muslims of Arakan are being slaughtered 
and close to 1 million people are trying to 
flee to Bangladesh as they face the threat 
of genocide. In spite of this clear massacre 
and genocide, we never said, “Buddhists 
killed the Muslims of Rohingya.”

I say this to the people who try to make 
Buddhists look innocent: how dare you use 
the term “Islamic terror”? Do you know 
who a Muslim is, according to Islam? A 
Muslim is someone who others trust to do 
good deeds and say good things. A Muslim 
will not harm anyone. If a Muslim kills an-
other, he will be deemed to have killed all 
of humanity. This is why the term terror-
ism can never be used together with Islam. 
Nobody should claim that Daesh has an-
ything to do with Islam or being Muslim. 
Daesh has nothing to do with Islam; it is a 
terrorist organization. 

So far, Turkey put forth the greatest strug-
gle against Daesh. We successfully con-
cluded Operation Euphrates Shield against 
Daesh in Syria. Our Armed Forces, togeth-
er with the Free Syrian Army, cleared Ja-
rabulus, Al-Rai, Dabiq and Al-Bab from 
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Daesh elements. We neutralized more 
than 3 thousand members of Daesh. Now I 
call upon my American friends: how many 
Daesh members have you neutralized? Our 
intention was to clear Raqqa from Daesh 
not with the support of the terrorist organ-
izations PYD and YPG, but with the help of 
the Turkish Armed Forces, the Free Syrian 
Army and Coalition Powers. However, they 
did not agree to this. 

If we do not reject this campaign built on 
the strategy of portraying all Muslims as 
terrorists, your rights and freedoms here 
will be under threat. In this respect, it is 
important for all friendly and sister asso-
ciations in the United States to act togeth-
er. The Diyanet Center of America which 
we inaugurated last year presents a sig-
nificant opportunity. At the service of not 
only the Turkish community but also oth-
er Muslims living in the Washington area, 
this center will play an important role in 
the promotion of our religion and culture. 
I believe that you must make use of such 
opportunities to further strengthen the 
rights that you have obtained in the Unit-
ed States.

Sadly, the terrorist organizations and ter-
rorists who claim to be Muslims deal the 
biggest blow to this legitimate struggle. 
You represent the real, positive face of Is-
lam against the discourse, actions and pub-
lications of terrorist organizations such as 
Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram and FETÖ 
which are entirely the product of schemes 
and provocations. 

Thanks to your struggles, the 
efforts aimed at marginalizing 
Muslims will be in vain 

As you know, people belonging to different 
faith groups commit acts of terror all over 
the world. However, only acts perpetrated 
by a Muslim are characterized as “Islamic 
terror”; if the perpetrator belongs to an-
other faith, such acts are considered as an 
incident that will at best be treated as a ju-
dicial case. Have you ever heard of “Chris-
tian Terror”, “Jewish Terror”, “Buddhist 
Terror” or “Atheist Terror” when the perpe-
trator does not belong to any faith? Have 
you ever heard of such a characterization 
regarding those who massacred Muslims 
in Myanmar, a subject that I will be taking 
up shortly? You have not. Because actions 
are defined through the faith of the perpe-
trator only if the perpetrator is Muslim; if 
not, this fact is not even mentioned. Such 
an approach cannot be considered to be 
in good faith. On the contrary, it is a clear 
embodiment of “Global Islamophobia”. It 
is the result of a Western and even global 
effort to match and connect the terms “Is-
lam” and “terror”. Together, we will disrupt 
this game. All we need to do is to be our-
selves because a Muslim does not need to 
do anything special to gain acceptance in 
his society.

Every Muslim who is enriched with the 
moral values of Islam, knowledgeable 
about the messages of the Quran and edu-
cated by the teachings of Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh) is and must be a role model 
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in his society. The better we are at show-
ing people who a real Muslim is, the more 
successful we will be in defeating attacks 
against our faith conducted under the pre-
text of fighting against terrorist organiza-
tions and terrorists. In this regard, I have 
confidence in the Muslim community, es-
pecially the Turkish-American communi-
ty in the United States. I thank each and 
every one of you for your efforts to demon-
strate the true Islamic perspective in these 
critical times when global Islamophobia is 
on the rise.

Thanks to your efforts, attempts to exclude 
Muslims are bound to fail in the United 
States. You can best respond to those try-
ing to remove Islam and the Muslim iden-
tity from American history and social life 
by your honorable stance, solidarity and 
productivity. The resilience of the Islamic 
community in the United States will pro-
vide a source of confidence and courage 
for Muslims around the world. 

Brothers,

At a time when the Islamic world is facing 
conflicts in many places including Syria, 
Iraq, Libya, Yemen, Afghanistan and hu-
manitarian tragedies in countries like So-
malia, the news from Myanmar once again 
breaks our hearts. Together, we watched 
the tragedy of Muslims in Arakan as they 
were brutally slaughtered, their homes 
were burnt and they were forced to flee 
from their own lands. Since 2012, Turkey 
has extended more than 70 million dollars 
in relief to its brothers in Arakan. During 

the recent crisis, we have been providing 
as much assistance as we can to the peo-
ple of Arakan both in Myanmar and in the 
camps in Bangladesh.

My wife, son and ministers of our gov-
ernment visited the camps in Bangladesh 
where Muslims from Arakan have tak-
en refuge. One cannot but despair at the 
scenes they describe. These people were 
robbed of their rights in the past. Now, their 
homes and villages are burnt, hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people are forced to 
live in dire conditions and leave the coun-
try after having faced oppression and mas-
sacres. The situation of the Rohingya is a 
trial for all humanity, but especially for the 
Islamic world. There is no doubt that this 
situation is also of concern to the Muslim 
community in the United States. I expect 
you to stand by our aggrieved brothers 
and sisters. You must also do whatever is 
in your power to call the attention of the 
American government to this issue. 

During our discussions, I talked to Pres-
ident Donald Trump about the tragedy 
in Arakan. The following day, I heard the 
statement of the Secretary of State on My-
anmar. We also discussed this matter re-
cently in Kazakhstan and yesterday both 
at the United Nations General Assembly 
and at the OIC Contact Group on Rohingya 
Muslims.

Turkey is determined to 
monitor the events in Myanmar 
closely
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It is a crime against humanity to use at-
tacks by an organization with doubtful 
connections as a pretext to eradicate a 
whole people from their territory. Urgent 
action is needed to prevent an imminent 
tragedy comparable only to those that we 
have seen in Bosnia and Rwanda. Turkey 
will continue to follow up and address this 
urgent matter.

It is part of our faith and culture to protect 
the rights of and provide relief for all ag-
grieved people, wherever they may be in 
the world. In this respect, the people of Ar-
akan are no different. What really saddens 
us is the indifference of the Islamic world 
to this matter. We can also more or less 
guess what would have happened if such 
treatment was accorded to people belong-
ing to another faith. It tears our hearts out 
to see that when it comes to the persecu-
tion of Muslims, the world is silent.

We are living in times when there is ever 
more need to understand the message of 
“mercy in unity and torment in division”. 
God willing, we will also beat this ailment 
called indifference by working together. 
For this, we must first eliminate incite-
ment to sectarianism that divides us. We 
have but one religion and it is Islam. The 
rest is nothing more than details of this 
larger framework. 

In fact, the crises we face show that it is 
time for a new awakening in the Islamic 
world. As Muslims, we must unite around 
the authentic principles and practices of 

Islam and build a new future for ourselves. 
Conflicts have arisen in Islam since the 
passing of our Prophet (pbuh) and have 
been carried to our day. We must initiate 
a resurrection that will resolve these con-
flicts and make use of the great wisdom 
of our faith. To do so, we must stand up 
against deviations from our faith but re-
main as tolerant as possible regarding dif-
ferences in interpretation. 

Any organization involved in terrorism has 
clearly deviated from our faith. The mem-
bers of a religion who accept that “killing 
one human unjustly is killing all of human-
ity” will not and cannot commit massacres. 
There may be people in other cultures who 
see “one person’s death as tragedy and the 
death of a million people as statistics”, but 
for a Muslim, an innocent life is worth the 
whole world.

Opinion leaders, scholars, intellectuals 
and leaders of Muslim societies must re-
main vigilant and stand up against devia-
tions from our faith. In this respect, history 
will question the legitimacy of anyone who 
does not take strong action against and op-
pose such deviations.

So, my brothers, are we ready? We shall be 
one, we shall be great, we shall be strong, 
we shall be brothers, and altogether, we 
shall be the people. Do not forget: we all 
have our own pair of eyes, but we are unit-
ed in our tears.
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Esteemed Speaker of the Parliament, Dis-
tinguished Prime Minister, Distinguished 
Ombudsmen of the Republic of Turkey 
and friendly countries, Ladies and Gentle-
men, 

I greet you all with heartfelt emotions and 
warm regards. I wish great success to the 
Istanbul International Ombudsman Con-

ference, which brings together ombuds-
men of the East and the West. 

I also wish success to the recently estab-
lished Ombudsmen Association of the OIC, 
whose Secretariat will be managed by our 
country. This will be a significant outcome 
of the decision taken at a meeting in Paki-
stan back in 2014. I am also very pleased 
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that this development has taken place dur-
ing our presidency of the Islamic Summit. 
I also hope that the Executive Board of the 
Association of Mediterranean Ombuds-
men will hold a fruitful meeting during 
this conference. I thank the Turkish Om-
budsman Institution, the distinguished 
Chief Ombudsman and his team for the 
contributions they have made to the or-
ganization of these important meetings. I 
welcome all of the distinguished guests to 
our country and Istanbul. 

I would like to quote from a poet who wrote 
about Istanbul in order to encourage you 
to take time to see the beauties of this city: 

“The city of Istanbul is unique, like a pre-
cious gem,

Its every piece worth the whole of the Per-
sian land,

A solitary jewel between two seas,

It only compares to the sun that lights and 
warms the world”

I hope that the ideas, thoughts, proposals, 
and experiences that will be exchanged 
here during these two days will make im-
portant contributions to our common fu-
ture.

Esteemed Friends, 

Ombudsman as an institution has existed 
in various forms throughout our country’s 
history. We know that the Turkish state 

tradition included institutions such as 
“Divan-ı Mezalim” or “Dar-ül Adl”, which 
served a similar purpose. In the Ottoman 
era, the most important role for the au-
thorities such as “Divan-ı Hümayun” the 
Supreme Ottoman Court, “Kazasker” the 
Army Judge, “Shaykh al-Islam” or “Kadı” 
the Muslim Judge was to hear the com-
plaints of the people and solve them. The 
sovereign of the country also had the tra-
dition of listening to the grievances of 
citizens especially after Friday prayers. 
Our states were resilient, successful and 
long-standing throughout history because 
they were able to establish mechanisms to 
hear from the people over a wide geogra-
phy. Therefore, this system is not unfamil-
iar to us.

Our Ombudsman Institution 
is a symbol of our efforts to 
expand freedoms

Although there was constant talk about 
setting up an ombudsman institution dur-
ing the tenure of previous governments, 
no concrete steps were taken. We took the 
first step to establish this institution in 
2006. The initiative we took at that time 
could not be implemented due to an annul-
ment decision by the Constitutional Court. 
Following the constitutional amendments 
of 2010, we established the fully-fledged 
Ombudsman Institution under the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey in 2012.

Since 2013, there have been more than 36 
thousand applications to the Ombudsman 
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Institution. This number is increasing as 
the institution becomes better known by 
the public. I would like to underline that 
1 thousand 286 of the 11 thousand 348 
applications filed with the Institution un-
til September 15 this year have been set-
tled amicably. It is also very positive that 
50 percent of the recommendations of the 
Institution have been enforced by the gov-
ernment. We aim to increase the number 
of amicable settlements as well as the en-
forcement of decisions by the government 
as high as possible. We hope that individ-
ual applications currently being filed at 
institutions such as the Office of the Presi-
dent, the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key and the Prime Ministry will, in time, all 
be directed to the Ombudsman Institution.

If the recourse between the government 
and the public to seek remedy is more ef-
fective and reliable, then the principle of 
“Let man flourish, so that the state can 
flourish” will be even more applicable. Ac-
cording to our faith, only Allah is perfect 
and above all defects and shortcomings; all 
institutions and human beings have flaws 
and shortcomings and they may commit 
mistakes. The important thing is finding 
ways to resolve these problems.

Strong ties between individuals and their 
state help people to embrace their state. 
The Ombudsman Institution is one of the 
most important tools to strengthen these 
ties. We worked hard to establish the Om-
budsman Institution and we will continue 
to support its activities.

Esteemed Friends,

I see the Ombudsman Institution as a sym-
bol of the historic reforms that Turkey 
has undertaken in the last 15 years, and 
the efforts to strengthen democracy and 
expand rights and freedoms. Our people 
greatly suffered when the state interfered 
with their faith, spiritualism, ethnic back-
ground, clothing and language, and at-
tempted to create uniform citizens. Praise 
be to Allah, we were able to overcome those 
unspeakably difficult times when our peo-
ple supported us in our efforts which cul-
minated in a great transformation. We 
now look to the future. 

The European Union changed 
the rules during the game

The regulations that Turkey has rapidly 
and earnestly put into force in the process 
of its European Union vocation did not suf-
fice to make us a full member, but signif-
icantly raised our democratic standards. 
When the European Union adopted an 
ambivalent attitude, we said, “We will re-
name the Copenhagen criteria as the Anka-
ra criteria and move forward.” We have no 
problem with democracy or the standards 
related to rights and freedoms. We have no 
problems with the people of any country; 
if there are problems, they are with ad-
ministrations or the way they govern. We 
will never cease to speak up against unfair 
treatment and will continue to respond as 
necessary. 
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We are determined to implement reforms 
for ourselves and for our people even if 
they are not required by the European Un-
ion or other institutions. In fact, this is ex-
actly what we did. Our objection relates to 
the fact that the rules were changed during 
the game. The rules of the European Un-
ion are set. When the negotiations started, 
there were 15 chapters. They later wanted 
to increase the number of chapters to 35. 
Chapters were opened, but never closed. 
For this reason, the EU Leaders Summit on 
Turkey cannot convene. Shouldn’t we react 
to this double standard? We speak the truth 
and will continue to do so. We do not and 
will not accept the sudden introduction of 
rules, which were not applicable to other 
candidate countries, in the case of Turkey. 
Turkey fully implemented the European 
Union membership calendar. We have no 
shortcomings or issues with respect to the 
chapters or in the area of harmonization 
with the acquis communautaire. The only 
problem we have is that the European Un-
ion has not fulfilled its obligations.

The European Union has lost all credibility 
by failing to close the chapters for negoti-
ation, unjustly denying our right to free 
movement, and failing to fulfill its obliga-
tions and promises regarding the refugees. 
It is hard to tell how long a Union that was 
formed to protect the rights and interests 
of its member states can survive in such 
a climate of distrust. However, everyone 
should know that we will not be the one to 
throw in the towel in this dramatic strug-
gle between the European Union and Tur-
key because it is the European Union that 

has to make a decision and announce it to 
the world. We will continue to wait patient-
ly until we hear their decision.

Esteemed Friends,

The humanitarian crises in our region 
and around the world bring into focus our 
responsibilities towards humanity as a 
whole. The West is not as keen on the secu-
rity and welfare of the rest of the world as 
it is on the security and welfare of its own 
citizens. However, we live at a time of glo-
balization where the world has become a 
village. We have seen time and again that 
events taking place outside our borders 
sooner or later spill over. 

The world order in its current 
state is not sustainable 

We need to fight together against threats 
that attempt to disrupt peace, including 
against terrorist organizations, drug traf-
fickers, economic racketeers and those 
who recognize no rules. A sustainable or-
der cannot be achieved if one focuses only 
on opportunities and leaves the whole bur-
den to others. The world order as it stands 
today is not sustainable. United Nations 
and similar international organizations 
that act as global ombudsmen have, unfor-
tunately, failed to safeguard the rights of 
the aggrieved.

During the recent United Nations General 
Assembly, our demand to hold a session re-
garding the Muslims of Arakan was accept-
ed. That the high-level officials at this ses-
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sion consisted of only one president and 
two prime ministers is food for thought. 
Is this how we stand with Arakan? Tens of 
thousands of people are dying while 600 
thousand people are trying to flee to Bang-
ladesh and this tragedy is met only with 
some dry statements of denunciation.

I say this clearly: genocide is being com-
mitted in Arakan. Those who speak of 
Islamic terror are indifferent to this gen-
ocide. There is also no one who calls this 
“Buddhist terrorism”. They continue to de-
pict Buddhists as goodwill ambassadors. 
There is Buddhist terrorism in Myanmar. 
They will now criticize Tayyip Erdoğan 
for saying this; let them say whatever they 
want. You cannot hide behind stuff like 
yoga here because facts are facts. If we do 
not speak up about what we know, tens to 
hundreds of thousands more people will 
die. We cannot allow this to happen.

My wife, children and Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs and Family and Social Policy visit-
ed Arakan and we were deeply moved by 
the suffering of our brothers and sisters. 
Now, God willing, our Prime Minister, 
Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Environment and Urban Development will 
go to the region to launch the initiative for 
building camps.

The sluggish and costly bureaucratic mech-
anisms at the United Nations humanitar-
ian aid program give the impression that 
the system has been established solely to 
run these organizations rather than to pro-
vide assistance to the victims. Similarly, 

having only five countries with the power 
to take decisions at the Security Council, 
which is at the heart of the functioning of 
the United Nations, practically blocks the 
system. Today, United Nations is mostly 
absent in almost all of the crisis regions 
where people genuinely need assistance. 
Vital operations are constantly postponed 
because they hurt the interests of one of 
these five countries. Brutal administra-
tions take advantage of this opportunity to 
increase pressure on the oppressed popu-
lation and hurt their people.

The United Nations is not taking action in 
Syria which has become an arena for the 
power struggle between different countries 
and terrorist organizations that cost more 
than 1 million people their lives in the last 
seven years. Did you see or hear the United 
Nations in Syria so far? You have not. More 
than five million Syrians fled their country 
taking refuge in other countries, including 
more than 3 million who sought shelter 
in our country. No one can claim that the 
United Nations has extended substantial 
assistance to make the lives of these ref-
ugees easier. The funds that the United 
Nations made available for the refugees 
in our country is 520 million dollars. On 
the other hand, based on United Nations 
standards, we spent 30 billion dollars. 

The same kind of indifference is the case 
with respect to the tragedy and humanitar-
ian drama of the Rohingya in Myanmar. 
We do not yet know the exact number of 
people who lost their lives during the at-
tacks in Arakan or as they tried to flee the 
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region. We are deeply saddened by the 
unwillingness of countries to participate 
in the international initiatives organized 
under pressure from Turkey. The world 
should not condone such atrocities.

As ombudsmen, let us make the 
world more livable 

“The wail of the oppressed will shake the 
ninth heaven.” This is why we keep saying 
that international organizations that were 
established to find solutions to common 
problems of humanity must be restruc-
tured on the basis of the principles of jus-
tice and equality. We will pursue this de-
mand till the end.

As ombudsmen, I would like to ask for 
your support in particular for this call to 
restructure international aid and relief or-
ganizations. Let us make the world a better, 
more livable place for all. Let us extend the 
mediation that we offer between govern-
ments and citizens to all of humanity and 
the global system. Let us not forget: should 
the system collapse, we will be among the 
casualties.

Distinguished Friends, 

The crises and conflicts in our region are 
becoming even more complicated due to 
the new developments in northern Iraq 
and Syria. The referendum decision by the 
regional government in northern Iraq is a 
blatantly opportunistic initiative. Taking 
steps towards separation is unacceptable 
at a time when Iraq, as a nation and as a 
country, needs unity, harmony, and inte-
gration more than ever. 

We fully respect the demands for rights, 
safety and a prosperous life by everyone, 
including our Kurdish brothers and sisters 
in northern Iraq. We always supported the 
regional government in northern Iraq in 
their efforts. We supported them as best 
we could to ensure that they could carry 
on with their activities in difficult times. 
However, we also respect the rights of 
the Arabs, the Turkmens, the Yazidis, the 
Chaldeans and the Syriacs living in Iraq. 
Iraq is the shared land for all of these peo-
ples. If a single group controls the region, 
this could lead to potential new conflicts, 
suffering, persecution and massacres. Mis-
trust towards the new government that 
failed to share power and resources with 
other groups will dramatically increase 
after the so-called declaration of independ-
ence. 

No one should expect us to close our eyes 
to the new crisis and conflict being cre-
ated next to our borders. We have been 
very clear with respect to our position in 
this matter. We consider the referendum, 
which was held despite our opposition and 
in violation of existing laws in Iraq, null 
and void no matter what the outcome. We 
shall continue to make efforts for the terri-
torial integrity and unity of Iraq.

Last night, I had a long conversation with 
the President of Iran. We also received their 
delegation the day before and shared our 
views with them. The Federal Government 
in Iraq has also rejected the referendum 
and the Constitutional Court ruled against 
it. This makes the referendum wholly null 
and void.
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In this respect, we will continue to take all 
necessary steps politically, economically 
and in terms of security. Iran is doing the 
same. This week, we will announce further 
measures. We will close all borders. How 
and to whom will the local government of 
northern Iraq sell its oil? We control the 
valve and the moment we close the valve, 
that business is also over. We will continue 
to take firm steps.

The odd thing is that there are no countries 
other than Israel that support the decision 
of the regional government in northern 
Iraq.

We have the ability to deal 
with crises while realizing our 
projects at the same time

Similarly, we will not allow one or more 
terrorist states to be established in Syria. 
I would like to once again underline that 
these developments, which merely consti-
tute strategic moves for others, are a mat-
ter of survival for our state and our people. 
We are prepared to explore and utilize all 
possible options in matters that constitute 
a threat to our country. In this context, 
Iraq and Syria are important for us beyond 
the politics and diplomacy. In Syria, we 
cleared an area up to Al-Bab from terror-
ist organizations. Now, we are taking a new 
step with a similar objective. We will not 
refrain from taking such steps in Iraq if we 
deem them necessary. We are determined 
to fight until our region finds peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity.

Dear Friends,

Change is usually difficult but, at the same 
time, inevitable. The experience of Turkey 
in the last 15 years confirms this state-
ment. We realize that the changes in our 
region are changes that come along once 
every hundred years. The tools that were 
used to corner our country a century ago 
are no longer valid. However, it is clear that 
most of the events that take place inside 
and outside of our country aim to divert 
us. Except for a small part of society that is 
adamantly misguided, our people can see 
what is happening and stand together in 
unity and solidarity to support their state 
and government. In the face of this sacri-
fice of our people, our duty as leaders is to 
serve them in the best way possible.

Turkey has the potential to realize projects 
even while dealing with crises. As we fight 
terrorist organizations and counter inter-
national attacks, we continue to take reso-
lute steps in every field including the econ-
omy. In this context, we aim to improve 
the relationship between our citizens and 
the government as best as we can. The Om-
budsman Institution is becoming increas-
ingly more effective each year and has the 
potential to play a very important role in 
this effort.

With these feelings, I once again wish suc-
cess to the Istanbul International Ombuds-
men Conference, the newly established 
Ombudsmen Association of the Member 
States of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration and the Executive Board of the As-
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sociation of Mediterranean Ombudsmen. 
I congratulate the organizers of these im-
portant events.

I salute you with warmest regards and re-
spect. All the best.
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My Esteemed Brother and His Excellency 
the President, Distinguished Represent-
atives of the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Esteemed Ministers, 

I greet you all wholeheartedly. Today, I am 
honored to be chairing the fourth meeting 
of the Turkey-Iran High-Level Coopera-
tion Council with my cherished brother 

President Rouhani. I hope that the Council 
meetings will help remove obstacles in our 
cooperation, produce effective and lasting 
solutions to our problems and help devel-
op concrete projects.

In the bilateral meeting that we held with 
President Rouhani a short while ago, we 
discussed our relations and critical issues 
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that concern our region. We are pleased to 
note the continuation of the positive mo-
mentum that we achieved in our bilateral 
relations last year. Recently we had many 
high-level bilateral contacts. Our ministers 
meet frequently. A delegation led by your 
distinguished Chief of General Staff paid a 
visit to our country, the first such visit of 
its kind in our relations. Our Chief of Gen-
eral Staff is presently in Iran with a delega-
tion, returning this visit. We are pleased to 
see that in addition to our traditional areas 
of cooperation, we are also taking mutual 
steps in the military and defense fields. We 
hope to welcome the First Vice President 
Mr. Cihangiri in our country at the earliest 
opportunity. I was also happy to learn that 
the Chairman of the Iran Friendship Group 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
will be visiting Iran this month upon an in-
vitation by his Iranian counterpart. 

Mr. President,

I am pleased to see that there is will on 
both sides to develop our political and eco-
nomic relations further. However, in order 
to increase the trade potential between our 
two countries, we need more than our will. 
We need to make extra efforts and take con-
crete steps. We must speak very frankly; 
we are still far from our target of 30 billion 
dollars in trade volume. Our trade volume 
has been stagnant at around 10 billion dol-
lars for the last several years. There is no 
doubt that one factor contributing to this 
result is the plunge in the oil prices which 
is a significant item in our trade. We must 
swiftly take steps to diversify and increase 
our mutual trade.

Even at a time when sanctions were in force 
against your country, we encouraged and 
continue to encourage Turkish companies 
to increase activities in Iran. We expect the 
same from Iran. We can conduct joint busi-
ness activities in third countries. I have 
been informed that his Excellency has in-
structed various ministries to take steps to 
improve the investment environment in 
your country with a view to attracting for-
eign investments and to conclude relevant 
agreements to gain access to export mar-
kets. I hope that this instruction will help 
create an environment whereby we can 
further strengthen our bilateral economic 
and trade relations. 

We must remove the obstacles before our 
investors and take necessary measures to 
facilitate trade and investment. We must 
urge our companies to undertake mutual 
investments. We believe that our contrac-
tors can make significant contributions to 
the renewal of Iran’s infrastructure in the 
coming period.   

The Preferential Trade Agreement is an im-
portant tool in developing our commercial 
relations. In this regard, we must evaluate 
our trade cooperation with a long-term and 
strategic perspective and aim to extend the 
agreement. In this framework, we are look-
ing forward to the conclusion of the nego-
tiations. 

We also believe that it is critical to con-
clude the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
soon. In this context, we are awaiting your 
views regarding our draft.
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We opened the first Turkish Trade Center 
in Tehran. The opening of this first center 
in Tehran is a symbol of our belief in long-
term trade cooperation with Iran and the 
importance that we attach to this country. 
We are ready to provide support to the 
opening of a similar center in our country.  

We must overcome problems in 
road transportation 

We urge our public and private banks to co-
operate with their Iranian counterparts. I 
was pleased to learn that our Central Banks 
are working on a draft for an Agreement 
on Currency Exchange. It is also promis-
ing that our Central Bank Governors have 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
for Technical Cooperation.

The problems in road transportation are 
against the spirit of our cooperation. We 
failed to make progress in this field. It 
would be unrealistic to expect an increase 
in our trade volume or to reach the trade 
target of 30 billion without first address-
ing our transportation problems. We must 
try to remove obstructive measures and 
discriminatory restrictions in this area. I 
expect our Ministers of Transportation to 
urgently devise a fair and lasting solution 
to this problem. I believe that the Joint 
Commission for Road Transportation is 
the right platform to resolve these issues. 
Similarly, as was agreed by the Ministers of 
Transportation, we are ready to organize 
the meeting of the “Joint Working Group 
on Transportation” soon in Ankara. 

My Dear Brother,

Another critical point is customs. Steps to 
improve our customs infrastructure and 
procedures such as the single window 
system will help increase our trade vol-
ume. Our customs administrations must 
use modern systems, process transactions 
rapidly and with a “first come first served” 
mentality without creating obstacles to the 
freight forwarders on either side.

In the field of energy, we think that experi-
enced Turkish companies can play a bigger 
role in the Iranian energy sector, especially 
in hydrocarbon and renewable energy. We 
are interested in opportunities in oil, gas 
and renewable energy.

Increased cooperation in tourism will fur-
ther strengthen the friendly and brotherly 
ties between us. We believe in the impor-
tance of increasing the number of Turk-
ish tourists visiting your country which is 
a melting pot of civilizations, as much as 
we believe in increasing the number of Ira-
nian tourists visiting our country. We are 
ready to implement cooperation projects 
to strengthen your tourism infrastructure 
which could in turn help you attract more 
visitors to Iran. We want to share our expe-
rience with you. We also wish to organize 
the next “Joint Technical Committee Meet-
ing” in Turkey. Our ministers and bureau-
crats should work on the necessary details 
until the next Joint Economic Commission 
meeting. Let us finalize all these at the 
Commission meeting.
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On the other hand, considering the com-
mon threats in our region, it is promising 
to see that we are taking steps to revitalize 
existing mechanisms in the field of securi-
ty. We hope that the second meeting of the 
Joint Working Group for Cooperation in 
the Fight Against Organized Crime will be 
organized soon. Our General Director for 
Security will be pleased to host your Com-
mander of the Security Forces this month. 

Esteemed President, Distinguished Minis-
ters, 

Through the recent initiatives they have 
taken, Turkey and Iran have proven that 
both countries are capable of changing 
the region’s destiny. Our countries have a 
unique potential to contribute to the peace 
and stability of their peoples and the peo-
ple of the region. This potential translates 
into opportunities as well as considerable 
responsibilities. Aware of this responsibili-
ty, we must take necessary steps to contrib-
ute to the solution of regional problems 
and the prosperity of the people in the re-
gion while we develop our bilateral cooper-
ation. Thank you.
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Distinguished People of Sanjak and Novi 
Pazar, Esteemed Friends who are here from 
other cities, Dear Brothers, 

I greet you, the beautiful, brave and honest 
people of this beautiful region in Serbia, 
wholeheartedly with respect and affection. 
I have brought to you the good wishes of 

80 million Turkish citizens and the greet-
ings of the former residents of Sanjak who 
are your true brothers. Some of them are 
now members of parliament, others are 
business people or teachers. I would like 
to salute all who are now our sons and our 
citizens as they contribute to the develop-
ment of our country in various ways.

We Shall Uproot The Fethullah 
Gülen Terrorist Organization 

(FETÖ) From The Balkans

Public Address in Novi Pazar | Sanjak, Serbia | October 11, 2017 
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We feel the sincerity and warmth of peo-
ple wherever we go in the Balkans. In your 
presence, I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank my esteemed friend President 
Vučić once again. We feel at home during 
our visit to Serbia thanks to his hospitality; 
he has been a great host to us. I believe that 
our presence here with President Vučić to-
day is very meaningful. I would also like to 
thank the Mayor of Novi Pazar for the ar-
rangements he has made on the occasion 
of my visit. As the beautiful Novi Pazar folk 
song says: 

“Looking down from the castle

I see a very beautiful city

Novi Pazar, my homeland

My favorite, this city 

The beauty of the River Raska 

Originating from Sopocani

The entire world knows

Its most magnificent monument is Altun 
Alem Camii”

We have very strong and deep ties with 
our brothers in the region of Sanjak. Their 
happiness is our happiness and their sor-
row our sorrow. Our togetherness in San-
jak and in Novi Pazar today demonstrates 
the yearning of our countries and people 
for a peaceful, harmonious and prosperous 
future. Ethnic nationalism should not tear 
us apart. 

Distinguished Brothers,

Turkish citizens of Sanjak origin and the 
Bosnian minority in Serbia constitute one 
of the most important bridges between our 
countries. We know that this strong bond 
of affection has always had a positive im-
pact on our bilateral relations. We will try 
and strengthen these bonds even further 
in the future. On this issue, we share the 
same thoughts with my esteemed friend 
President Vučić. 

You have proven once again during the 
July 15 coup attempt that this special bond 
with our brothers here is not empty words. 
I can never forget that night when Presi-
dent Vučić sided with us. You did not with-
hold your prayers from us. The people of 
Sanjak, who kept us in their prayers on the 
night of July 15 and stood by Turkey, have 
shown to the entire world that they are 
our true brothers. I believe that the people 
of Sanjak will continue to act in solidari-
ty with Turkish people in fighting against 
terrorism. God willing, we will uproot this 
treacherous gang known as FETÖ from the 
Balkans with your cooperation, just like 
we have done in Turkey. In this respect, we 
trust and believe in President Vučić fully. 
President Vučić was one of the first lead-
ers to extend support to us on the night of 
July 15. In your presence, I would like to 
thank President Vučić once again for his 
stance and for demonstrating that he is a 
true friend to us.

As leaders, we are determined 
to ensure stability in the 
Balkans 
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Esteemed Brothers, 

No matter where we are in the Balkans, be 
it Western Thrace, the Rhodopes, Belgrade 
or Sanjak, all peoples living in this geogra-
phy are our brothers. We want to see Serbia 
in unity, solidarity and harmony as a land 
of prosperity, just like other countries. We 
are ready to cooperate with Serbia every-
where and in all areas in order to ensure 
this outcome. Turkey shall contribute to 
all endeavors aimed at promoting econom-
ic and social development of Sanjak as 
well as other developments projects that 
are conducted in different regions in this 
country. We encourage our business peo-
ple to invest in Serbia and of course in this 
region. The opening of Halkbank branches 
across the country as well as in this region 
constitutes a very important step in this 
regard. We would like to see some of the 
quota for meat imports allocated to Serbia 
to be used for the livestock bred on the Pes-
ter plateau. 

We are devoting utmost effort to imple-
menting highway and airline projects, 
which we know are very important for 
the commercial integration of our region 
with Serbia and the neighboring countries. 
My esteemed friend President Vučić and I 
would like to take this opportunity to give 
you the good news about the Belgrade-Sa-
rajevo highway project. This very impor-
tant highway for Novi Pazar, which I be-
lieve will become a reality in no time, will 
constitute a bridge of peace and brother-
hood between the countries of the region.

Brothers,

We regard all peoples of the Balkan geogra-
phy, Serbian, Croatian, Bosnian, Albanian 
and the rest, as our friends with whom we 
have coexisted for centuries and we will 
sustain our collaboration in many areas 
in the future. Having said that, we have 
not forgotten the agonies of the past in the 
Balkans. We never tolerated, approved or 
supported any injustice against any socie-
ty anywhere. 

It is the people and only the people here in 
the Balkans who pay the price after every 
chaos and every conflict provoked by ex-
ternal powers. When the day arrives for 
everyone else to walk away, people who 
have been torn apart are the ones who con-
tinue to live together side by side. You will 
be stronger, safer and more prosperous 
when unity and brotherhood between you 
as the peoples of the Balkans runs deep. 
We, as leaders of our countries, are deter-
mined to ensure stability and prosperity in 
the Balkans. I wholeheartedly believe that 
you share the same feelings. 

We have a lot to do together in order to 
contribute to the growth, development 
and prosperity of Serbia and Sanjak, which 
I deem to be a very important part of Ser-
bia. Remember that we are always here to 
support you. We will be one, we will be big, 
we will be strong; we shall remain as broth-
ers and, God willing, we will protect our 
friendship together. 
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Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Ministers, Honorable Sec-
retary General, Esteemed Representatives 
of International Institutions, 

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly 
as I inaugurate the 9th Summit Meeting 
of the Developing 8 (D-8) Organization for 
Economic Cooperation. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, mercy and 
blessings of Allah be upon you. 

I would like to welcome all our guests to 
Turkey and to Istanbul. I am delighted 
to host 7 honorable members of the D-8 
from three continents in Istanbul, the city 
of 7 hills that unites continents, cultures, 
hearts and minds. 

We Shall All Win If We Remove 
Barriers That Prevent The Use 
of National Currencies in Trade

The D-8 Istanbul Summit | İstanbul | October 20, 2017
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At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to pay homage to Professor Dr. Nec-
meddin Erbakan with respect and grati-
tude; he took the lead in the foundation of 
the D-8 in the gloomy atmosphere of 1997. 
May he rest in peace. I would also like to 
extend my thanks to all my friends who 
have served the D-8 in the past 20 years for 
the purpose of transforming it into a big-
ger and stronger organization. 

Furthermore, I would like to thank my dear 
brothers and our distinguished guests who 
are here to celebrate this very meaningful 
anniversary for our country and for the 
D-8. 

I hope that this meeting, which is tak-
ing place during very challenging times 
in terms of global and regional develop-
ments, is going to yield beneficial results. 
God willing, we will discuss all the items 
on our agenda one by one, review our past 
achievements and draw a roadmap for the 
future. Our intentions are good and hope-
fully the outcome will be good, too. I hope 
and pray that Allah will guide us and bless 
our efforts.

Dear Brothers, 

I am sure that you also remember very well 
the principles and values that the D-8 was 
built on 20 years ago. These principles are 
also represented in the six stars on the D-8 
flag. When we were establishing this or-
ganization, we decided to promote peace 
instead of war, dialog instead of confron-
tation, justice and development instead of 

double standards. We imagined a world 
where equality instead of discrimination, 
cooperation instead of exploitation, and 
human rights, freedom and democracy in-
stead of oppression and domination will 
prevail. 

The events that have taken place in the 
world in the last 20 years show that our 
concerns back then were indeed justified. 
In recent years, we witnessed together the 
deep wounds inflicted by wars, terrorist 
attacks, economic crises and natural dis-
asters. We directly witnessed the agonies 
that beset our brothers and friends from 
Afghanistan to Iraq, from Libya to Syria, 
from Arakan to Indonesia, to Nigeria. The 
existing global order that was established 
in the aftermath of World War II and so-
lidified during the post-Cold War era was 
disappointing for everyone except for the 
privileged few whose interests were safe-
guarded. Recent history is marked by re-
curring economic crises in almost every 
decade. 

As the D-8, we prevail on three 
continents 

In a world of abundance and plenty, our 
brothers in Africa are still unable to meet 
their basic needs. Global injustice has 
grown instead of declining. These are chal-
lenging times with widespread terrorist 
threats that recognize no borders or dis-
tance. Nevertheless, people still distinguish 
“good terrorists” from “bad terrorists”.
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Furthermore, some people are deliberately 
trying to associate “Islam with terrorism 
and Muslims with terrorists”. They are ex-
ploiting killings committed by murderous 
gangs such as Boko Haram, Daesh, FETÖ 
and Al-Shabaab to justify their Islamopho-
bia. They are using migration and refugees 
as an excuse to otherize everyone else with 
different skin color, language, religion or 
ethnic identity and to subject them to as-
sault and discriminatory policies. Instead 
of putting an end to the desperation, hun-
ger and poverty that turned the Mediterra-
nean Sea into a huge graveyard for the ref-
ugees, they actually consider sinking boats 
and condemning others to death to combat 
irregular migration. 

My Brothers,

The lesson we should draw from this pic-
ture is obvious: the relevance of the prin-
ciples and values that the D-8 espouses 
did not decrease, but rather increased sig-
nificantly. The D-8 is not a constellation of 
countries that merely rallied around mutu-
al interests; rather, it is the manifestation of 
a call for a just, peaceful and stable world. 
Thanks to our geographical location as the 
D-8 countries, we enjoy privileges that very 
few countries in the world have. We prevail 
on three continents. We have rich natural 
resources and, most importantly, we have a 
young and dynamic population that makes 
up approximately one seventh of the world 
population.

Praise be to Allah that our average income 
per capita, which was one thousand 820 

dollars when we established the D-8, now 
exceeds 4 thousand 500 dollars. Needless 
to say, this is not enough; it has to increase 
even further. Our annual growth rate is 
above that of many Western countries, 
hovering around 6 percent. We have forged 
cooperation in many sectors ranging from 
trade to agriculture and industry, from 
tourism to energy and transportation. 

However, we encounter challenges in ful-
ly mobilizing our potential. Finalizing and 
implementing visa facilitation and Cus-
toms and Preferential Trade Agreements 
will be very important steps to facilitate 
trade. God willing, we believe that the in-
ternal trade volume between the D-8 coun-
tries, which is around 100 billion dollars 
at the moment, will exceed 500 billion 
dollars provided that these agreements are 
ratified and enforced by all member coun-
tries. Given the aggregate size of our econ-
omies at 3 trillion 770 billion dollars and 
our total population of 1.1 billion people, 
even the figures above are far from being 
satisfactory. 

We can participate in joint manufacturing 
projects in many areas, especially in the 
defense industry. There is huge untapped 
potential for cooperation in many areas in-
cluding good agricultural practices, clean 
energy, transportation, environment and 
education. To mobilize this potential, we 
should identify our shortcomings, modern-
ize ourselves to meet contemporary needs 
and introduce efficient decision-making 
processes. 
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The D-8 cannot stand idle while 
the world is changing 

In a world where everything is in constant 
flux, the D-8 cannot afford to stay the same 
or idle. I believe that we need to strengthen 
our organization with new members and 
new partners. We should use mechanisms 
such as qualified majority instead of una-
nimity in our decision-making processes 
because the existing system creates bot-
tlenecks and leads to a waste of time and 
energy. 

If we can implement the Project Support 
Fund promptly, the D-8 can act as a more 
effective, efficient and project-oriented or-
ganization. 

Removing the barriers that prevent the use 
of national currencies in our internal trade 
transactions will mark a breakthrough in 
the history of the D-8. We should not stand 
by and watch our economies shrink under 
pressure from the foreign exchange rates 
and the dollar. Rest assured that we shall 
all win if we remove the barriers that pre-
vent the use of national currencies in trade. 

During our presidency, we are planning to 
convene the central banks of all members 
with the aim of establishing a clearing 
house. 

As the members of the D-8, we should in-
crease the level of participation in our 
meetings and involve the private sector 
in our activities. We should all protect the 
D-8 and put utmost effort into making it a 
more effective, efficient and powerful or-
ganization.

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I would like to thank Pakistan 
which has successfully and patiently as-
sumed the presidency of the D-8. I would 
like to congratulate the distinguished Sec-
retary General Mr. Musavi and his entire 
staff. I would also like to wish success to 
the next Secretary General of the Organi-
zation, Mr. Jaafar Ku Shaari who is with us 
here today. 

I would like to thank each and every one of 
you for your participation and salute your 
delegations once again with respect and af-
fection. 
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My Esteemed Friend and Member of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr. 
Bakir Izetbegovic, Distinguished Guests, 
Honorable Artists, Esteemed Members of 
the Press, My Young Brothers who repre-
sent our future, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly 
with respect and affection. 

I am delighted to host “the friends of Ali-
ja” on the occasion of this very meaning-
ful event in the battle-scarred Presidential 
Complex which is the home of our people.

We Will Always 
Remember Alija’s Will to 
“Protect and Look After 

My Bosnia” 

The Commemoration Ceremony for Alija Izetbegovic and the Promotion 
of the Alija TV Series | Ankara | October 23, 2017 
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At the very beginning of my remarks, I 
would like to commemorate the founding 
leader and the first President of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Alija Izetbegovic, the “Wise 
King”, with respect and gratitude; the 14th 
anniversary of his passing was a few days 
ago. I would also like to remember our 
brother, journalist Akif Emre, who passed 
away this year in May. He was a man of let-
ters, a man of the heart and, most impor-
tantly, an admirer of Bosnia. May he rest 
in peace. May the mercy and blessings of 
Allah be upon them both. I would like to 
convey my condolences once again to Ali-
ja’s family, his loved ones and all my Bos-
nian brothers.

Our Prophet (pbuh) in his Hadith heralds 
that “Scholars are the successors of the 
prophets and candles of the earth” and “the 
death of a scholar is akin to the death of an 
entire universe” because it leaves behind 
such a big void. Late Alija Izetbegovic un-
doubtedly personifies and embodies these 
wise words because Alija is not only a pol-
itician, a thinker or a man of deeds; he has 
all these qualities and, in their sum, repre-
sents more than their combination. 

He is a young thinker, who meticulously 
shaped his thoughts in the dungeon that 
he was thrown in merely because he was 
a Muslim and thought like a Muslim. He is 
a man of the heart who carried Bosnia in 
one half of his heart and the entire Islam-
ic world from Morocco to Indonesia, from 
Turkey to Algeria in the other. Alija be-
came a monument of self-confidence, just 
like Mount Igman, after writing The Islam-
ic Declaration during the dark years of the 
1970s. He is a brave soldier in battlefields, 

a compassionate father, a cherished friend 
and a wise leader who carried his nation to 
independence. 

In defiance of all incompetent men who 
deliver judgements from the ivory towers 
where they reside, Alija is a warrior who 
did not hesitate to put on his uniform and 
go to war if need be. We remember Alija for 
his remarks: “Those who are ready to die 
shall defeat those who are not.” We remem-
ber him for “Devotion, thy name is Islam!” 
We remember him for his advice to “Never 
seek revenge, seek justice but do not forget 
what has happened either.” We remember 
Alija for his cry: “I promise Allah, the Al-
mighty, that we shall not be slaves.” We re-
member him for his will to us: “Bosnians 
should feel free in their homeland; they 
should only fear Allah. They should be 
proud, they should work hard and speak 
the truth.” We remember this man who 
speaks from the heart for the message he 
wrote a few days before his demise: 

“Stay upright! 

How can you stand with a bent head under 
the stars?

Whichever path you take

At the end waits death 

And all terminates with calamity

You too will die 

And the entire world will die

Therefore, stay upright!” 
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And of course, we remember him for his 
final will to us when the shadow of death 
had fallen on his face. With my hand in 
his, during his final moments, he had said, 
“Protect my Bosnia, look after my Bosnia.” I 
had learnt that the Wise King was very sick 
when I was on the plane flying back from 
Vienna to Turkey. I instructed the pilot to 
immediately land in Sarajevo. As soon as 
we landed in Sarajevo, I rushed to the hos-
pital. My brother Bakir was there, too. I 
entered Alija’s room; he took my hand and 
said, “These lands belong to the sons of the 
Conqueror. Protect my Bosnia, look after 
it.” God willing, we will continue to protect 
and glorify Bosnia with our brothers in 
Bosnia. He had some significant political 
and strategic requests as well; however, it 
would not be appropriate for me to men-
tion them here. 

We should preserve Alija’s 
political, social and scholarly 
legacy

Today, on the occasion of this meaningful 
ceremony, we reflect on Alija’s devotion, 
his bravery, wisdom and unshakeable faith. 
I wholeheartedly congratulate the TRT for 
narrating the life of a monumental per-
sonality like him in a TV series. I believe 
that the TV series, which is the outcome of 
unique and arduous work, will introduce 
Alija to a much wider audience. We should 
preserve Alija’s political, social and schol-
arly legacy well, particularly during the 
challenging times that we are currently go-
ing through.

Dear Brothers, 

All living things are mortals: they all have 
to face death when the time comes. Howev-
er, man lives on with his work; his legacy 
passes on from generation to generation 
after his demise. There are books that still 
shed light on our path even though centu-
ries have passed since they were written. 
There are poems that do not go out of date 
and stand the test of time and still warm 
our hearts each time they are cited. There 
are inspirational personalities who made 
history during their short time on earth. 
Alija is indeed such a personality, such an 
extraordinary person.

Of course, it is not easy to describe a per-
son as versatile as Aliya in a few words. 
Nevertheless, everyone has a personality 
trait that stands out, a distinguishing char-
acteristic that overshadows other features. 
For me, Alija Izetbegovic’s masterpiece is 
Bosnia and his greatest legacy is his digni-
ty. All of Alija’s words and deeds bear the 
dignity, self-confidence and humbleness 
unique to a Muslim. From his early years in 
youth when he lived under the oppression 
of the Communist regime until the mo-
ment he drew his last breath at the age of 
78, Alija fought to be a Muslim, to remain a 
Muslim and to live like a Muslim. He never 
renounced his religion, his culture or his 
Bosnian identity. He sometimes criticized 
himself harshly and never hesitated to 
call his own judgement into question. He 
did not confine his holy fight to national-
ism. He was so noble that he would rather 
die than bow his head before the West or 
be like them. In his perspective, war is an 
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everlasting struggle which ends not when 
you die, but when you become like your 
enemy. 

Contrary to some so-called intellectuals 
amongst us, he deems it treason against his 
nation to wait hand and foot on the West 
and scratch the backs of Western lords. He 
cries only the truth when he says, “I am a 
European Muslim” or “When I travel to Eu-
rope, I hold my head high for we did not 
kill any children, women or the elderly.” 
What made Alija so brave and outspoken 
towards the West is of course what he had 
seen and what he had been through. His 
life of 78 years is replete with all sorts of 
agonies imaginable, oppression, devasta-
tion and war. He saw it all including prison 
and war. This is the main reason of his no-
bleness.

Hundreds of thousands of his citizens 
were violently massacred for three and a 
half years in the middle of civilized Europe 
before the very eyes of the whole world. In 
Srebrenica, he bore witness to one of the 
most disgraceful genocides in history. 8 
thousand 372 people, majority of whom 
were women and children, took refuge in 
Srebrenica which had been declared a safe 
zone by the United Nations. Then, they 
were all turned over to the cannibals by 
Dutch soldiers. Did the West raise its voice 
in the face of these atrocities? No. Do these 
cannibals still live? They do. Have we seen 
their cannibalism resurface in the Nether-
lands before the referendum? We did. They 
assaulted even our female minister. They 
sent their dogs to attack our Turkish broth-
ers. In other words, cannibalism moves full 

speed ahead. Such a scandal! And it shows 
their true character, their true nature. A 
Muslim would never do any of the things 
they have done because a Muslim never 
persecutes, he never can. 

Europe died in Bosnia and was 
buried in Syria

Alija saw the dark and bloodstained face 
of those who seize every opportunity to 
preach democracy, human rights and free-
dom to other countries. Nonetheless, he 
never sacrificed honorable truth to any 
interest or diplomatic maneuver. He never 
took a step back from his stance as a Mus-
lim. He never sought revenge despite the 
persecution, oppression and violence that 
he himself and his people had endured. He 
never let his emotions rule his mind. 

Fighting is easy, making peace is a lot hard-
er. Peace calls for reason, sacrifice and vi-
sion. Most importantly, it calls for a big 
heart that is capable of forgiveness. Alija 
did not shy away from making sacrifices 
for the future of Bosnia, for peace, prosper-
ity and stability. When he led his people in 
war as their commander-in-chief or when 
he sat down at the table for the peace talks 
in Dayton, he always chose the harder op-
tion. Regarding the Dayton process, Alija 
had remarked, “I had to agree.” Yes, there 
is a tripartite Bosnia at the moment. I am 
aware of the extent of their suffering. I 
hope that the Dayton agreement is revis-
ited so that problems can be solved. Not-
withstanding the problems and challenges, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina is Alija’s achieve-
ment; it is the fruit of his profound vision. 
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Esteemed Friends, 

I believe that we have a lot to learn from 
Alija, his life, his politics, his stance and 
his dignity. Both statesmen like myself and 
other groups of people such as students, 
academics, soldiers etc. should acknowl-
edge Alija’s legacy. We should all draw les-
sons from Alija’s life. The fight to which 
Alija dedicated his life still continues to-
day. Times have changed, so did places and 
actors, but unfortunately similar pains are 
inflicted today as well. 

For the love of God, in what way do the 
atrocities that we have witnessed in our 
neighbor Syria for the last 7 years differ 
from what took place in Bosnia 25 years 
ago? We watch the very same scenes. It is 
the same tragedy, the same agony; noth-
ing has changed. But the imperialists, the 
bloodsuckers continue to exploit. Is there 
any difference between the double stand-
ard applied to the Bosnians yesterday 
and the Syrian victims today? Those who 
turned a blind eye to the carnage in Bosnia, 
aren’t they equally deaf and blind in the 
face of the carnage in Arakan? Those who 
kept their silence in the face of the geno-
cide in Srebrenica are also silent against 
the genocides in Aleppo, in Hama, in Ghou-
ta. Those who stood by while women and 
children were savagely murdered yester-
day adopt a similar indifference towards 
the “Buddhist terror” in Myanmar today. 
Those who made room for the murderers 
of yesterday are supplying piles of weap-
ons to terrorist organizations today. Yester-
day, Bosnians were denied human rights, 
democracy, national will and freedoms; to-

day, it is the Syrians, the Palestinians and 
the Libyans who are deemed unworthy of 
them. 

Even though the oppressed and the oppres-
sors have changed, those who watch the 
oppression from the grandstand remained, 
and still remain, seated. Europe died in 
Bosnia and was buried in Syria. The bodies 
of innocent children that washed ashore 
represent the gravestones of Western civ-
ilization. 

Europe without Turkey is 
doomed to end in desolation 
and desperation  

Unfortunately, European values of old 
were discredited and destroyed one by one 
in the last seven years by the same people 
who were advocates of these values. To put 
it bluntly, today, Europe lacks any credibili-
ty in the eyes of billions of people on earth. 
If the current political landscape remains 
unchanged, I am afraid that the future 
will be gloomier than the present. Europe 
where racism is on the rise, discrimina-
tion peaks and Neo-Nazi parties become 
powerful enough to be coalition partners, 
is destined to fall. The future is dark for 
Europe, if it continues to strangle its own 
principles.

The outlook right now evokes a doomsday 
scenario for our future. Needless to say, it 
is first and foremost the European politi-
cians, academics and artists who are the 
role models for society that should prevent 
this downfall. Therefore, the artists in this 
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room have a huge responsibility to fulfill 
because artists are role models for their 
societies. Their attitude and messages will 
influence all young people.

On behalf of my country Turkey, I have 
been speaking frankly about what I know 
to be true for the sake of the safety of our 
citizens and fellow Muslims and also for 
the prosperity of all European peoples. Just 
like Alija, we do not sacrifice truth to serve 
some other interests. We expect European 
leaders to stop targeting Turkey and to re-
turn to common sense and reason. Escalat-
ing xenophobia will bring no good to any-
body. Building your aspirations for power 
by exploiting Islamophobia will get you 
nowhere.

Europe without Turkey is doomed to end in 
desolation, desperation and internal con-
flict. Turkey does not need Europe; it is Eu-
rope that needs Turkey. Even though they 
do not want to see it, the solution that will 
cure increasingly chronic problems lies in 
Turkey, in Turkey’s full membership to the 
European Union. I would like to emphasize 
that Turkey will never give up on her char-
acter, values and honor in this context. We 
are nobody’s toy and we shall never be. We 
are not servants that one can treat as he 
deems fit and we shall never be. For, just 
like Bosnians, we are a nation that made 
history with its own blood and sacrificed 
its young people for independence. Those 
who think they can take Turkey hostage by 
threatening us are oblivious to their own 
history. Those who think we will fall on our 

knees in the face of sanctions will soon un-
derstand how delusional they are.

As I always say, we shall not give in and we 
shall not give up. We shall not fall for petty 
intrigues. We shall not be provoked by pre-
sumptuous politicians. We shall not com-
promise our national pride or strategic 
targets. God willing, I believe that we shall 
eventually reap the fruits of Turkey’s pa-
tience and common sense. I know that our 
nation, which has overcome many chal-
lenges honorably so far, will staunch the at-
tempts to besiege us. However, throughout 
this process, to quote Alija, “We will not re-
member the words of our enemies, but we 
will remember the silence of our friends.”

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I would like to commemorate 
Alija Izetbegovic who was a monument of 
faith, good morals and devotion on the 14th 
anniversary of his passing with longing, 
respect and appreciation. I pray that Allah 
will have mercy on our fallen warriors who 
sacrificed their lives for the independence 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. I would like 
to extend my gratitude and appreciation 
to TRT for this very meaningful project. I 
thank the artists and all who contributed to 
the production of the Alija series including 
the cameramen, drivers and others. God 
willing, the series will attract the attention 
it deserves from our nation, particularly 
from young people.

May Allah guide and help us all. I salute 
you with affection. All the best. 
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Esteemed President, Distinguished Prime 
Minister, Honorable Guests, 

I would like to greet you with respect and 
affection. 

I would like to begin by thanking my dear 
friend Aliyev and the Azeri authorities who 

are hosting this important event today for 
their hospitality. The Prime Ministers of 
Kazakhstan, Georgia and Uzbekistan are 
also here to share our excitement. I would 
like to thank Your Excellencies wholeheart-
edly for your presence. I am delighted to be 
amongst my friends and my brothers on 
the occasion of the opening ceremony of 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway.

This is a Joint Achievement 
Which is The Result of Our 
Determination and Vision

The Opening Ceremony of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway Project 
Baku, Azerbaijan | October 30, 2017
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We are taking a very significant step to-
wards the future as well as for the pres-
ent with this project. This ceremony also 
marks the inauguration of one of the sec-
tions within the new Silk Road initiative 
that aims to connect Asia, Europe and Afri-
ca. With Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway launch-
ing its first train service today, the most 
significant pillar of the Middle Corridor 
project is complete. As a result, we can an-
nounce the completion of uninterrupted 
railroad connection between London and 
China. This is a joint achievement which is 
the result of our determination and vision. 

My Azeri brothers would say, “An onion 
harvested with toil and labor tastes better 
than the honey obtained effortlessly.” In-
deed, this project is very precious because 
it is realized with lots of toil, sacrifice and 
labor. On behalf of my country and my na-
tion, I hope that this project will bring lots 
of benefits to the entire region. I would like 
to extend my thanks to everyone who has 
contributed to its realization.

Dear Brothers, 

We have a very strategic location which 
may be characterized as the heart of the 
world. Our region boasts a huge potential in 
many sectors from transportation to trade, 
from tourism to energy. Turkey has been 
trying to harness this potential particu-
larly with the investments we have been 
undertaking in the last 15 years. We have 
already launched many important projects 
that complement the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
Railway project. These include Marmaray, 
the construction of high-speed train lines, 

the renovation of existing railways and the 
construction of the third bridge in Istan-
bul which is designed as a road-rail bridge. 
These investments enhanced the effective-
ness and appeal of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars 
Railway project even further. We are able 
to connect not only the Port of Alat in Azer-
baijan to three countries; all Central Asian 
Republics are now connected to transport 
routes in the West. Similarly, we can con-
nect Europe to Turkmenistan via the Port 
of Turkmenbashi and to Kazakhstan via 
the Port of Aktau.

The Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway project will 
have a passenger capacity of 1 million and 
a cargo capacity of 6.5 million tons. Its ca-
pacity will reach 3 million passengers and 
17 million tons of cargo in 2034. The sig-
nificance of the project lies in the unprec-
edented advantages it offers to shipping 
agents in terms of saving time and mileage 
on the ancient Silk Road. Once high-speed 
train lines become fully operational, the 
cargo that is dispatched from China will 
arrive in the European Union countries 
within 12-15 days via the Middle Corridor, 
thanks to the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway 
project. Currently, more than 240 million 
tons of cargo is being shipped from China 
to Europe. Even if the Middle Corridor that 
passes through our country carries 10 per-
cent of this tonnage, it will amount to an 
additional 24 million tons of cargo to be 
carried.

Esteemed Guests, 

Needless to say, such a railway project will 
bring not only economic benefit to our re-
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gion; it will also bring political peace, secu-
rity, stability and social prosperity. It will 
contribute to the social development of our 
countries by ensuring movement of goods, 
persons and also information. As the an-
cient states of this region, we can finalize 
even greater projects together if we man-
age to act in solidarity and cooperation. 
The projects that we have implemented so 
far, such as Baku-Tbilisi-Kars, Baku-Tbili-
si-Ceyhan, Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum and TAN-

AP, are a testament to what we have yet to 
achieve. 

With these thoughts in mind, I hope the 
opening of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway 
and the launch of train services will yield 
beneficial results. 

I would like to extend my thanks to all our 
guests who have participated in this proud 
day. I salute you wholeheartedly. 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

Esteemed Guests, Distinguished Ladies, 
Dear Young Sisters,

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly 
and with respect. Assalamu alaikum wa 

rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May the peace, 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 

We are very pleased to host you here as 
the distinguished women representatives 
of the vast Islamic geography extending 
from Maghreb to Kuala Lumpur, from the 

Unfortunately, The Islamic 
World Fails to Rally Behind 

a Common Goal 

The Certificate Ceremony of the Leadership and Entrepreneurship 
Program for Young Women Organized by the OIC Women 

Advisory Council | Ankara | November 10, 2017
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Balkans to the Pacific, from Central Asia to 
Africa. Welcome to Turkey, welcome to our 
capital city of Ankara. 

I would like to thank the Ministry of Fam-
ily and Social Policy, our Esteemed Min-
ister, the Women Advisory Council of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
the Distinguished Minister presiding over 
the Council for organizing this remarka-
ble program. I hope that the Leadership 
and Entrepreneurship Program for Young 
Women which focuses on the theme “Ally 
for Future” will yield beneficial results for 
the entire Islamic world.

You met with plenty of distinguished fig-
ures both from Turkey and abroad during 
this program which started in Istanbul 
on November 2, Thursday and is going to 
come to end with the certificate ceremony 
we are about to hold. You engaged in de-
bates on a wide array of topics from econ-
omy to diplomacy, from career planning 
to sociology, history, art and literature. At 
the same time, you seized the opportuni-
ty to get to know Turkey and one another 
better. I hope that this program, which has 
a very broad content from what I can see, 
has been useful for you. God willing, the 
information, knowledge and experience 
that you acquired and the friendships you 
forged here will offer you a different per-
spective at every stage of your lives. 

Our ancestors used to say, “First the com-
panion, then the road.” Therefore, the com-
panion comes first. As long as you have 
companions with whom you feel and think 
alike, no road is too long to travel. The com-

munities that have common aspirations, 
goals, faith, hopes and desires are capable 
of overcoming all obstacles. True wealth in 
our life comes from the friends we make 
along the way. I hope that the time you 
spent here has been fruitful and beneficial 
from this perspective as well.

Esteemed Guests, Honorable Ladies, 

With 56 members and 5 observer states, 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
which was established in 1969 is the only 
platform that unites all Islamic countries 
under one roof. As you know, Turkey has 
been the President of the OIC since last 
year. We are trying to make use of this 
2-year-term, which is very important for 
our country and the Islamic world, as ef-
fectively as possible. We are trying our best 
to solve the problems that have inflicted 
bleeding wounds on Muslims and man-
kind at large. Our goal is to shift the focus 
to issues that were neglected, often times 
ignored, and got worse over decades. If you 
ask me whether we have succeeded in our 
endeavors, I will be frank with you and say 
that we are not really that successful. I have 
to express this as a self-criticism. You may 
wonder why. Unfortunately, the Islamic 
world fails to rally behind a common goal. 

My Muslim brothers are dying 
in Myanmar but who cares! 

The atrocities in Myanmar, in Arakan, are 
in plain sight. I wonder whether all our 
partners in the Islamic world share the 
same sentiment in the face of this tragedy? 
They do not. Only two presidents from the 
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Islamic world participated in the United 
Nations Security Council session focusing 
on the events in Myanmar: Presidents of 
Turkey and Iran. Bangladesh and Pakistan 
were represented at prime ministerial lev-
el. The Vice President of Indonesia also at-
tended. The persecutions that the Muslims 
in Myanmar suffer, are they really this neg-
ligible? Is it an issue that we can simply 
pay lip service to? Unfortunately, that is 
the reality on the ground.

Hundreds of thousands of my Muslim 
brothers are dying in Myanmar but who 
cares! People come to me and say, “You sent 
your wife, the First Lady, your children and 
your ministers to the region. Thank you 
very much, we really appreciate this. After 
their visit, things started to change in My-
anmar.” This is all nice and fine, but what 
have you done? We must join hands in this 
effort. If we do not join hands and unite, 
then it is impossible to find a solution to 
the issues that concern Muslims. 

Turkey is determined to do everything 
within its power. We are not an oil-rich 
country; we do not have oil wells. But we 
rank number one in terms of the aid pro-
vided to the least developed countries as 
a ratio of our national income. This is be-
cause we believe in the principle that the 
giving hand is superior to the receiving 
one. For us, every issue that remains unre-
solved is a heavy burden left to future gen-
erations to shoulder. All Muslims should 
approach their problems from this angle 
and face the challenges ahead with cour-
age and determination. 

Undoubtedly, we, the Muslims, neglected 
above all the wellbeing of women. The Is-
lamic world has unfortunately failed the 
test in terms of improving the conditions 
of women who constitute half of the um-
mah. According to Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) heaven lies at the feet of women. By 
prohibiting servitude to any power other 
than Allah, Islam emancipates mankind 
and removes its shackles. Our religion ris-
es on the principles of unity, good morals, 
independence and justice. The body of 
knowledge produced by our civilization 
in the last 14 centuries bears the traces of 
these tenets in everything from art to archi-
tecture, from politics to human relations. It 
was also thanks to these fundamental prin-
ciples that the Islamic world served as the 
center of science, lore, wisdom and justice 
for centuries. Our decline began when we 
lost our focus. Today, we still experience 
challenges because of having lost that fo-
cus. This is particularly the case with re-
gards to issues that relate to women. 

In many Islamic countries, it is social tradi-
tions, rather than Islamic principles, which 
determine women’s social, political and 
public roles. Recently, they began to recir-
culate this concept of “moderate Islam” and 
keep harping on it. Who holds the patent 
of this expression, “moderate Islam”? The 
West. Those who use this expression today 
might claim their ownership of the patent 
for this expression. However, this is not the 
case. I delivered a speech at the European 
Parliament 15 years ago. After the speech, 
parliamentarians started asking me ques-
tions. One of the first questions was “What 
do you think about ‘moderate Islam’?” I 
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remember it very well, my response was: 
“There is no such thing as moderate or im-
moderate Islam. There is only one Islam. 
No one should try to undermine Islam by 
splitting it into categories.” 

They try to undermine Islam by using such 
a divisive discourse. Our religion cannot be 
categorized as moderate or immoderate. 
With all its institutions, Islam is the quin-
tessential religion that came into being 
in the Revelations of Allah. Nobody else 
should dare define our religion. 

We consider any deed 
performed without women’s 
contribution to be incomplete 

Islam is supreme and transcends customs 
and traditions. Traditions are relevant only 
if they align with the spirit of Islam. The 
challenges that women face when they 
try to be present in every facet of life re-
sult from centuries-old preconceptions in-
grained in societies, not from Islam itself. 
As a matter of fact, our history is replete 
with tens of thousands of female figures 
such as Hazrat Khadija, Hazrat Aisha, 
Umm Salama, Razia Begum Sultan, Melike 
Khatun and Mihrimah Sultan, who are 
immortalized thanks to their deeds. Moth-
erhood is definitely the greatest blessing 
and gift that Allah bestowed upon women. 
Shunning motherhood is akin to shunning 
one’s nature, one’s creation. However, a 
Muslim woman, in addition to being a good 
mother, pioneers as a scientist, a politician, 
a teacher and even a daredevil warrior. We 
consider any deed that is performed with-

out women’s effort and contribution to be 
incomplete and inadequate.

Esteemed Young Sisters, 

With this understanding, we have taken 
very important steps in the last 15 years 
to remove the barriers that stand in the 
way of women in our country. We granted 
women the rights that they deserved de-
spite a group of people in our society who 
are “elitist in theory but lumpen in real-
ity” and who mischaracterize moderniza-
tion as an anti-Islam movement. We gave 
freedoms to women who could not study 
in universities or pursue a profession-
al career and were, in a way, condemned 
to stay behind four walls because they 
dressed conservatively based on their re-
ligious beliefs. Today, no one in Turkey is 
otherized due to his or her faith, lifestyle 
or opinions. With or without a headscarf, 
Turkish women can work freely wherever 
they want and can assert themselves in all 
walks of life. God willing, we will contin-
ue to empower women in all areas from 
entrepreneurship to politics, from educa-
tion to foreign policy.

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we want to share this 
knowledge and experience with our broth-
ers and sisters. Women are not active even 
in the OIC whereas we could establish a 
women’s branch within the OIC. Unfortu-
nately, the leaders of member states are 
not exactly on the same page about this 
issue. There was no youth organization in 
the OIC either. A few years ago, at a confer-
ence in Dolmabahçe, I proposed the estab-
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lishment of a youth branch and relevant 
decisions were taken to establish such a 
youth organization. 

It is with the same understanding that we 
attach priority to women’s issues during 
our presidency. Our call at the 13th Islamic 
Summit Conference was eventually heed-
ed by other member states despite some 
initial hurdles and, for the first time with-
in the OIC, an advisory council for wom-
en was created. We are currently holding 
the presidency of this council as well. The 
Leadership and Entrepreneurship Pro-
gram for Young Women which is imple-
mented by the Turkish Ministry of Family 
and Social Policy upon the recommenda-
tion of the Women Advisory Council is the 
fruit of our efforts. God willing, you will 
diversify and strengthen these initiatives 
even further.

On the other hand, I am sorry to have to 
say that the influence and effectiveness of 
women within the Organization of Islam-
ic Conference is still far from being satis-
factory despite our efforts. Unfortunately, 
we encounter internal resistance when we 
want to implement projects about wom-
en’s issues. God willing, I believe that this 
resistance will be overcome if we work 
together. Our efforts will result in wom-
en gaining the status they deserve with-
in the OIC. Visionary young women like 
yourselves should play a significant role in 
this process. Keep in mind that if you do 
not demand your rights, nobody will grant 
them to you as a favor. God willing, each 
and every one of you will rise to very im-

portant positions and shape the future of 
your countries, the Islamic world and even 
the entire world. You will be the ones to 
achieve breakthroughs in technology, in-
novation and ICT.

I recently met Elon Musk, who is a world-re-
nowned figure with unique hi-tech projects. 
I had a first-hand opportunity to listen to 
his vision, dreams and endeavors. I could 
see that everything starts with a dream. 
One survives and thrives only as long as 
he can dream. Do not let anyone steal your 
dreams or discourage you. I expect all my 
brothers and sisters here to pursue this un-
derstanding with self-confidence in order 
to prepare for the future. 

Headscarf bans are spreading 
in Europe 

Honorable Ladies, 

As we try to improve the situation of wom-
en both in our own country and in the Is-
lamic world, a foul wind is blowing from 
the Western world. We see that xenopho-
bia, cultural racism and Islamophobia are 
gaining ground in Western countries. The 
liberties of those who are different in terms 
of their appearance, language, religion and 
skin color are curtailed. Europe is turning 
into an open-air prison for such people. At-
tacks against immigrants, houses of prayer 
and workplaces are not even newsworthy 
anymore. Racists parties are becoming 
mainstream in many countries, so much so 
that the votes they get are enough to make 
them coalition partners.
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It is the Muslim women who suffer most 
from this sorry state of affairs. Headscarf 
bans are spreading in European countries. 
They are trying to exclude Muslim women 
from public life in a way that resembles 
our past experience in this country by im-
posing a fabricated distinction between the 
private sphere and the public sphere. This 
practice, which will eventually lock Mus-
lim women up in their homes, is spreading 
like a virus. Today many European coun-
tries have considerably curtailed employ-
ment opportunities for women wearing 
a headscarf; some countries even impose 
significant restrictions on access to edu-
cation. Those who seize every opportunity 
to preach democracy and human rights to 
us start applauding when fundamental hu-
man rights are being denied in their own 
countries. Turkey is one of the few coun-
tries that points to this injustice and dou-
ble standard. 

I would like to stress once again in your 
presence that we shall not let anyone take 
away our rights. We shall by no means let 
anyone, under the pretext of terrorism, 
otherize our people or prevent us from ex-
pressing our thoughts. We shall patiently 
continue to fight for our rights, freedoms 
and for justice on a global scale. This is also 
one of the reasons behind our objection 
to the existing system. As we say in many 
platforms, “The world is bigger than 5”. 
Justice is the foundation of the state. Peace 
and prosperity cannot be established in a 
world of injustice where double standards 
are the norm. Turkey’s struggle is on behalf 
of the silent masses who are oppressed and 

otherized. Turkey’s struggle is essential-
ly an anti-imperialist struggle. We are not 
trying to start a fight, we do not want any 
conflict; we only want justice.

Today, in this room, we have sisters from 
50 different countries. We have ladies from 
Arakan, Pakistan, Afghanistan amongst us. 
We have sisters from Africa, Asia and the 
Middle East. We have guests from Somalia 
which was abandoned to its fate by the rest 
of the world for many years. They know 
better than anyone else what it means to be 
treated unfairly and exploited for political 
gain. They are the ones who bear the brunt 
of terrorism, hunger and poverty most. No 
one should expect us to remain silent and 
do nothing in the face of such injustice. 
For, according to our religion, consenting 
to oppression is also a form of oppression. I 
believe that you, my young sisters, will act 
with this awareness and endorse our holy 
struggle for the sake of global peace and 
justice.

Muslims ought to multiply, this 
is indisputable

Esteemed Guests, 

The world is changing at a mind-boggling 
pace. Change is by nature a painful and 
grueling process. Change that we are going 
through right now bears witness to crises, 
tensions and even hot clashes. Due to its 
geostrategic location, Turkey is at the very 
heart of this challenging process of change. 
Hoping that the smoke will not have an ef-
fect on you when your neighbor is on fire is 
only wishful thinking. We cannot remain 
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idle when Turkey is surrounded by a ring 
of fire and countries that hailed one anoth-
er as brothers for thousands of years face 
hardships. Except for a few tropical islands 
in the Pacific which are isolated from the 
rest of the world, there is almost no coun-
try that is free from crises or problems at 
the moment. As a matter of fact, since Cain 
and Abel, the history of mankind has been 
rife with conflicts, crises and tensions. 

Since we cannot avoid crises, we need to 
take necessary steps to resolve them and, 
more importantly, to turn them into oppor-
tunity. The diplomatic and political clout 
of any country is commensurate with its 
ability to manage this process. Praise be 
to Allah, Turkey stood up for democracy, 
freedoms, justice and fairness in the face 
of all the challenges that beset its region, 
particularly in Syria and Iraq. We opened 
our doors to 3 million war-weary refugees, 
mobilized all our institutions to help them 
and thus duly fulfilled our humanitarian 
and brotherly duties. 

With 6 billion dollars of humanitarian de-
velopment aid last year, Turkey ranks first 
in the world in terms of the humanitari-
an aid it provides as a ratio of its national 
income. While developed countries have 
been trying to establish peace behind high 
walls guarded by strict security policies, 
our country set an example to the entire 
world by welcoming millions of people ir-
respective of their ethnicity, religion, lan-
guage or identity. 

Everything in the world is mortal; 
everything is transient. Only good deeds 

remain; it is only our accomplishments 
that last because each person is remem-
bered for what he achieved. We are there-
fore aiming for a legacy of deeds that will 
be remembered with gratitude. We will 
keep working towards this goal till the day 
we transfer this flag to young people like 
you. I believe you will not fear change and 
proceed on this path. 

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts in mind, I would like to express 
my pleasure in hosting my esteemed sis-
ters in our country. In my opinion, you are 
the safeguards of our future.

Our religion explicitly commands: get 
wedded, get married and multiply. Mus-
lims ought to multiply; this is indisputable. 
I highly value Muslim women’s commit-
ment to this issue. The terrorist organiza-
tion in Turkey is also very much commit-
ted to this goal: they have minimum 5, 10, 
15 children. I believe that Allah’s command 
and the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh) shall be fulfilled.

I regard you as the leaders, businesswom-
en, academics and politicians of the future. 
I pray that Allah guides you on your way 
to success both in your education and pro-
fessional life. Once again, I would like to 
thank everyone who contributed to the or-
ganization of this conference. 

When you return to your countries, please 
convey our regards to your families, your 
friends and your people. I hope and pray 
that Allah will guide your path and help 
you. Good luck and all the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

I salute you all wholeheartedly, with af-
fection and respect as I declare open the 
33rd Ministerial Session of the Standing 
Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation. As the President of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 

the Chairman of COMCEC, I would like to 
welcome all our guests to our country. We 
are immensely grateful to be hosting such 
an august gathering in the beloved city of 
Istanbul, which is a crossroads for conti-
nents, civilizations and cultures as well as 
being worthy of the praise of Prophet Mu-
hammad (pbuh).

We Can Overcome The 
Difficulties We Face by Making 

Effective Use of COMCEC 

Opening of the 33rd COMCEC Meeting | İstanbul | November 22, 2017
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I hope and pray to Allah that this COM-
CEC meeting we are organizing at a critical 
point in time will lead to positive develop-
ments for our region as well as the Islam-
ic world. Allah ordains in the Holy Quran, 
our life guide, that “Their affair is by con-
sultation among themselves.” Our Prophet 
(pbuh) announces the good news that “He 
who consults with a competent person will 
be rewarded by the best possible outcome.” 
Indeed, we have been trying to apply the 
same principle both within COMCEC as 
well as during the 1.5 years of our Presi-
dency of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration. We try to collect views, opinions 
and, even more importantly, the criticism 
of our brothers at virtually every opportu-
nity. God willing, we will seize the opportu-
nity today to directly hear the opinions of 
our dear friends present here. 

We are going to discuss current develop-
ments in our region and in the Islamic 
world as well as economic, social and com-
mercial issues that are part of our agenda. 
As COMCEC, we are going to take stock of 
the past year and review our projects for 
the future. I would like to extend my sin-
cere thanks in advance to all my brothers 
who will contribute to our meeting with 
their suggestions, observations, criticism 
and comments. 

However, I would also like to draw your at-
tention to an issue that we feel is lacking 
in this platform. Consultations must be 
frank and decisions that are taken must 
be implemented in order for consultation 
to reach its aim. No matter how vision-

ary, ideas that are not implemented are 
doomed to remain as merely nice words. 
Meetings of this kind must have some 
meaning beyond being a simple exchange 
of opinions. Therefore, we have to work to-
gether to move from intention to action on 
the issues we discuss and agree on. Only 
in this way will the efforts we deploy find 
true meaning and lead to outcomes that 
will solve the problems of the ummah. God 
willing, I believe that COMCEC will pursue 
this path in the future with your contribu-
tions and dedication. 

There are plots to exhaust the 
energy of Muslims through 
internal conflict

Dear Brothers, 

We say, “Troubles make one talk.” Today, I 
want to talk to you “without drawing a cur-
tain between my heart and my words”. It is 
obvious that we, in the Islamic world, have 
been going through quite a painful period 
in recent years economically, politically 
and socially. It has indeed been a period 
of fitna. Our cities that used to be impor-
tant destinations for travelers of science, 
learning and wisdom for centuries are un-
fortunately ravaged by destruction, suffer-
ing and tears today. Our towns that used to 
serve as places of refuge not just for their 
inhabitants but also for the oppressed 
flocking from all corners of the world now 
bear witness to scenes of crying moth-
ers hugging the dead bodies of their chil-
dren. The sound of the call to prayer is no 
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longer heard from the majority of the cen-
turies-old mosques of Aleppo. It has been 
quite a while since stunning Damascus lost 
its glamour. The rich libraries of Baghdad 
and centuries-old manuscripts have been 
pillaged. The locations in Yemen that used 
to enamor its visitors are gradually turning 
into ruins. It is not just our cities but also 
our 1,400-year-old civilization that is be-
ing destroyed before our very eyes. It is not 
just our buildings, artifacts, material and 
moral learnings but also our future that is 
in ruins. It is not just the traces of Islamic 
civilization but also our honor and dignity 
that is fading from these parts of the world.

The culprits behind these deeply troubling 
circumstances are, no doubt, the dicta-
tors oppressing their own people and ter-
rorist organizations that thrive on blood 
and tears. We are all aware of the fact that 
packs of murderers such as Daesh, Al-Qa-
eda, Boko Haram, YPG and FETÖ are cre-
ating a bloodbath in our region including 
in Syria, Iraq, Yemen and Libya. However, 
the pawns taking center stage should not 
prevent us from seeing the real actors, the 
main scriptwriters who are behind the 
scenes. Rumi says, “It is not fire that burns 
one, but one’s own negligence.” We need to 
interpret events in our part of the world 
with prudence and insight as stated in the 
hadith, “Fear the insight of the believer for 
he gazes with the divine light of Allah.” 

What we see points out to a filthy scenario 
aiming to destroy the unity, togetherness, 
richness and, more importantly, the future 
of the Islamic world. These are attempts to 

cause the collapse of Islamic societies from 
within by means of stoking ethnic, reli-
gious and sectarian strife. These are plots 
to deepen the fault lines between Muslims 
and exhaust their energy through internal 
conflict. These are plots aiming to create 
societies beset by strife and conflicts be-
tween neighbors and siblings where Ali 
and Umar see each other as the enemy, 
or even worse, alienate the other. Frankly 
speaking, the West is attempting to guar-
antee its own future by exporting all the 
ill-fated elements of its own history to the 
Islamic world. They stir tensions and ex-
ploit the resources of Muslims through 
weapons companies, usurpers, speculators 
and cash barons. As a result, money that 
should be spent on young people, women, 
those in need, and for the construction and 
wealth of our cities flow into the pockets of 
Western states and companies.

The West built its wealth on the blood and 
resources of the oppressed during the colo-
nial era a few centuries ago. Today, in what 
we may call the neo-colonial era, the West 
is still trying to gain more wealth and ex-
tend this order by exploiting the resources, 
labor and lives of the oppressed. 

They are trying to deplete the 
lifeline of Islamic civilization 

Esteemed Friends,

Clearly, they do not aim solely for our 
oil, natural resources and manpower. It 
is not just our wealth above and beneath 
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the ground that is being plundered. Their 
main intention is to deplete the lifeline of 
Islamic civilization. Their objective is to 
break the backbone of Muslims in order 
to paralyze us all economically, politically 
and socially. However, Muslims are still 
able to exert global influence despite the 
numerous challenges, problems and at-
tacks they had to face in the past two centu-
ries. Unity, justice, freedom and ethics still 
stand strong as the load-bearing pillars of 
Islam as a religion. Islam is the only way 
for salvation from the grip of nihilism and 
materialism that hold the modern individ-
ual hostage as the reputation of Western 
institutions, organizations and values are 
deeply tarnished with each passing day.

The global system which was established 
after World War I and reinforced in the 
aftermath of World War II falls short of 
providing justice and freedom in many in-
stances and has, in fact, become one of the 
greatest obstacles to ensuring its founding 
purpose. The indifference regarding the 
brutality that is going on in Syria for the 
last 7 years, the inhuman treatment ac-
corded to refugees at borders and the lack 
of reaction against the genocide in Arakan 
reveal to us the true colors of the West. Val-
ues such as democracy, human rights and 
freedom are replaced by Islamophobia, 
Neo-Nazism and racism. The list goes on 
and on.

My Brothers,

Given these circumstances, I believe that 
we must be sincere in asking ourselves the 

following questions. Who benefits from 
the hundreds of billions of dollars that Is-
lamic countries pay to procure weapons 
from the West? Who does it serve when 
brothers and sisters, who turn to face the 
same Qibla 5 times every day, become en-
emies because of their ethnic origin, sect 
or sometimes ideological differences? 
Who does it benefit when our countries 
are once again divided based on artificial 
borders? I believe that sincere answers to 
these questions will shed light on a new 
perspective and help us adopt a different 
attitude regarding these issues. When we 
do so, we will undo their trap and prevent 
them from getting richer by exploiting our 
resources. 

Muslims cannot accept the role crafted for 
them without question and consent to the 
ruining of their future by way of internal 
conflict. We know who created, embold-
ened and supported the proliferation of 
these packs of murderers and we cannot 
remain indifferent when these terrorist 
organizations act as tools that help dissem-
inate Islamophobia. Their intention is to 
blame Muslims for the actions of terrorist 
organizations and usurp our fundamental 
rights by using this as a pretext.

On the other hand, one needs to have re-
sources to have ambitions. In this respect, 
Muslims have tremendous means in terms 
of population, underground resources and 
geographical connections. It is important 
to make the best use of these elements in 
the same way we would combine flour, 
sugar and butter to make halvah. Our re-
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sponsibility is to transform the Islamic re-
gion into a prominent manufacturing hub 
through economic, technological and cul-
tural development by working on models 
for such progress. It is crucial to improve 
economic and trade cooperation amongst 
us in order to provide well-deserved pros-
perity to our people. To do so, we need to 
find ways of making more effective use of 
platforms such as the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation and COMCEC. 

However, this is where we still encounter 
major problems. We fail to use our means 
as effectively as we should. We are unable 
to intervene in developments in our region 
or problems affecting our countries in a 
timely manner. We observe that our eco-
nomic and human relations in particular 
are not at the desired level. We must mobi-
lize all of our resources and use COMCEC 
as an effective platform to overcome the 
difficulties that we are currently facing.

As you know, cooperation activities, al-
beit still not at a sufficient level, picked 
up some steam with the implementation 
of the COMCEC Strategy in 2013. The 
COMCEC Working Groups and the Pro-
ject Funding Mechanism that have been 
established with a view to implementing 
the strategy are pursuing their work with 
the support of our member states. The pol-
icy recommendations of these groups are 
implemented via multilateral cooperation 
projects that we support within the frame-
work of COMCEC Project Funding. In this 
manner, we mobilize both the institution-
al and human resources capacities in our 

countries and foster a culture of working 
together to solve common problems. I in-
vite member states to benefit more active-
ly from the Working Groups and COMCEC 
Project Funding.

There is no obstacle we cannot 
overcome as long as we join 
forces

Dear Brothers,

We need to focus our attention on projects 
that aim to increase our trade. Therefore, 
we need to implement the Preferential 
Trade System, which has been on our agen-
da for a long time, as soon as possible. Let 
me be clear; every single day we fail to take 
a step in this matter is a day lost. I invite 
all concerned member states to act in this 
direction.

I also consider the work done by the Stand-
ards and Metrology Institute for Islamic 
Countries, which we host here in Turkey, 
to be very important. The Institute un-
dertakes substantial activities regarding 
standards in numerous fields, notably in 
determining halal standards globally. We 
contribute to these activities at the highest 
level. In this context, we established a Ha-
lal Accreditation Committee. We are look-
ing forward to the active participation of 
member countries in the activities of the 
Committee.

As we increase our trade and investments, 
we also need to improve our capacity to 
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solve our problems. As I stated in my speech 
at the 13th Islamic Summit last year, we 
need to develop a mechanism for the res-
olution of trade and investment disputes 
between member countries. I underlined 
the importance of establishing the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation Arbitration 
Center for this purpose. I follow closely the 
joint efforts of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey and the 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce, Industry 
and Agriculture on this issue. I believe that 
this center can settle disputes in trade and 
investment fairly, swiftly and in a finan-
cially feasible manner.

Moreover, I hope that the efforts to estab-
lish the COMCEC Real Estate Securities 
and Gold Exchanges will be completed 
soon. We will be happy to share with you 
the substantial know-how and infrastruc-
ture that exists at Borsa Istanbul on this 
subject. 

Esteemed Guests,

An old-time saying states, “If you are con-
cerned with a year from now, plant some 
wheat. If you are concerned with ten years 
from now, plant a tree. If you are concerned 
with a century from now, educate people.” 
Therefore, we need to attach special impor-
tance to young generations who represent 
our future. To do so, we must ensure that 
young people are brought up conscionable, 
self-confident and equipped with qualifi-
cations. This year, we took a valuable step 
in this direction and organized the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation Summit on 

Science and Technology in Astana. At the 
summit, we took very important decisions 
regarding cooperation in the field of science 
and technology between our countries. We 
also adopted the 2026 Science, Technology 
and Innovation Agenda Document of the 
Organization. Developments in science, 
industry and innovation as well as innova-
tions in manufacturing technology and ser-
vices will make crucial contributions to our 
economic development and cooperation.

We need to increase the mobility of stu-
dents and academicians to ensure the full 
implementation of our decisions. Turkey 
provides higher education opportunities 
to 4 thousand 500 students from 155 coun-
tries through Turkey Scholarships every 
year. The vast majority of these students 
are our sons and daughters from Islamic 
countries. 9 thousand 500 students from 
member states of our organization are 
currently studying in Turkish Universities 
thanks to these scholarships. God willing, 
this number will continue to increase with 
each passing year.

None of our problems are insurmountable. 
There are no obstacles we cannot overcome 
as long as we act in solidarity and join our 
forces. We need to improve cooperation not 
just among member states but also among 
our diaspora communities scattered across 
dozens of countries around the world. Our 
people living abroad are especially im-
portant in the context of fighting against 
Islamophobia, xenophobia and cultural 
racism. I applaud the recent steps taken in 
this regard and hope that more will follow.
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I consider it to be highly important that the 
theme for this year’s Ministerial Exchange 
of Views Session was determined to be 
“Improving Transnational Transport Cor-
ridors in Member States”. I believe that our 
ministers will make important decisions 
with regard to improving transport corri-
dors. Moreover, the different approaches of 
stakeholders to transport corridors will be 
thoroughly discussed in tomorrow’s special 
sessions. I invite all delegates to actively 
participate in these important activities. 

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I would like to reiterate my pleas-
ure for having the opportunity to host you 
in Istanbul. I hope that the 33rd COMCEC 
Meeting will lead to a positive outcome for 
our countries and wish success to all par-
ticipants in their endeavors.

May Allah be your companion. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
All the best.
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My Dear Kin of Western Thrace, Dear Brothers, 

I salute you all wholeheartedly and with af-
fection and longing. 

We have had the opportunity of embracing 
and fulfilling our longing with our kin both 

during the Friday prayer and at the Celal Ba-
yar High School here in Komotini. I am very 
pleased to be here in your company on the 
occasion of my visit to Greece. I have brought 
the best regards of the Turkish Nation to our 
kin from all across Western Thrace. 

Solving The Problems of 
Our Kin Will Reinforce 
Unity and Solidarity in 

Greece

Address to Our Kin in Western Thrace
Komotini, Greece | December 8, 2017
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I am honored to be the first President of 
Turkey to visit Western Thrace in 65 years 
following my trip to Athens. I visited you 
in 2004 when I was Prime Minister. Praise 
be to Allah, we meet once again and spend 
time together to alleviate our longing for 
each other. Despite the long time that has 
elapsed, our fondness for each other re-
mains the same. Time or physical distance 
cannot separate us. 

Dear Brothers, 

It is indeed very meaningful for me to meet 
our kin. Here, you have waged a struggle 
for existence based on your identity and 
personality. For this, I commend you. 

Yesterday, we had important one-on-one 
meetings with the Honorable President 
and the Honorable Prime Minister as well 
as meetings between our delegations. Last 
night, we attended the dinner hosted by 
the Honorable President in our honor. 

We call Turkey and Greece “komşu” (neigh-
bor) in the words of our elders. There are 
close to 150 thousand of our kin living 
here. As our kin, you are the bridge be-
tween Turkey and Greece. Currently, there 
are four members of parliament represent-
ing you in the Greek Parliament. These 
members of parliament must address your 
problems in the parliament so that steps 
may be taken to solve your problems. 

Yesterday, I mentioned some problems to 
the President and the Prime Minister and I 
hope that they will take necessary action to 

solve these problems. Solving these prob-
lems will greatly reinforce unity and soli-
darity in Greece. For instance, I do not have 
any issue with our citizens of Greek origin 
living in Turkey. Previously seized founda-
tion real estate belonging to our citizens 
of Greek origin have either been returned 
or compensated for with a law that we en-
acted. We had no hesitation in doing this. 
Those who have confidence in their beliefs 
do not fear the freedom of belief. If you 
have confidence in your thoughts, then you 
do not fear the freedom of thought. Both 
Turkey and Greece are democratic, secular 
and social states that observe the rule of 
law. Is there a better way of describing our 
similarities? No. Since this is the case, it is 
crucial that we maintain our solidarity. 

There was a time when Greece supported 
Turkey at the European Union and similar-
ly Turkey supported the return of Greece 
to NATO. We must multiply such instances 
of solidarity. There is no obstacle that can 
keep us from doing so. 

The solidarity between our young people 
is also very important. I have two pieces 
of advice to our young people. First of all, 
what does Mehmet Akif, the poet of our 
National Anthem, say? 

“Listen to your elderly uncle, Nevruz, my 
son!

Neither exaggerate, nor overdo; the brave 
man is best at work. 
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Do not imitate the tribes with too many 
words or mighty bellies; 

Be a man of your word, of sound founda-
tion, take after your race.”

You must analyze the meaning of these 
verses very carefully. 

Secondly; read, think, implement and 
achieve. Information is of no value if we do 
not think about and analyze what we read. 
Information is of no use if, having analyz-
ed it, we do not put it to use.

Once again, I warmly salute you on my be-
half and my delegation. God willing, I wish 
you a school year full of success.
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Distinguished Guests, Distinguished Rep-
resentatives of the Business Community, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you wholeheartedly and with affec-
tion.

I hope that the Turkey Innovation and En-
trepreneurship Week, which comes to an 

end with this closing ceremony where I 
have the opportunity of meeting you, will 
lead to positive outcomes for our country, 
nation and all participants. I am thankful 
to everyone who worked for and contribut-
ed to the organization of this event. 

I believe that it was the right decision to 
change the Turkey Innovation Week into 

Jerusalem is The Red Line For 
The 1.7 Billion People in The 

Islamic World

TİM (Turkish Exporters Assembly) Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Week Closing Ceremony | İstanbul | December 9, 2017
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the Turkey Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship Week, particularly in the context of 
the global character of Istanbul. This al-
lows us to work together to make Istanbul 
an international brand for entrepreneur-
ship and paves the way for the emergence 
of local entrepreneurs worth billions of 
dollars. 

It is also important that this event which 
has been touring Anatolia since 2014 
brings together all relevant parties. I ex-
tend my gratitude to all speakers who in-
spired participants with their experience, 
know-how, criticism and proposals during 
the course of the week. I congratulate local 
and international entrepreneurs whose 
projects were on display and who made it 
to the top 3 after the evaluation; they will 
receive their awards today. I also congrat-
ulate the representatives of the firms that 
will receive awards in 5 different catego-
ries in the InovaLIG project. I would also 
like to congratulate those who will receive 
certificates for the Innovation Oriented 
Mentorship Program which relies on co-
operation between universities and the 
industry. I congratulate high-ranking pro-
jects that aim to facilitate investments 
swiftly and through direct action. I believe 
that this event which included a week full 
of activities will continue to become even 
more sophisticated as the years go by.

Dear Friends, Dear Young People, 

We must ensure that initiatives that are 
crucial to our country’s competitiveness 
in the international arena are successful. 
Entrepreneurship and incubation centers 

that are supported by the public sector, 
universities and the private sector are im-
portant in this respect. To reach our goals, 
we must mobilize not only the incentives 
offered by the public sector, but also the 
venture capital funds for investments. We 
know that private equity funds have sub-
stantial sums available to them in recent 
years from sovereign wealth funds, in-
vestment funds, family companies and ac-
credited investors. The number of private 
equity funds in the world increased from 
approximately 4 thousand 700 in 2008 to 
over 7 thousand today. These funds man-
age approximately 4 trillion dollars. It is 
estimated that the sector will reach 15 tril-
lion dollars in size in the next decade. We 
need promising entrepreneurs as well as 
successful fund managers in order to get a 
bigger share of this pie.

We need to overcome the 
mentality of “small is beautiful 
because it is mine”

Venture capital funds established by ma-
jor corporations invested over 13 billion 
dollars globally only in the first half of 
2017. We expect leading companies in our 
country to establish similar funds and in-
vest in our entrepreneurs. Support should 
not come only in the form of material in-
centives, but also in the form of sharing 
experience. Our astute business people 
should transfer their experience to young 
entrepreneurs and help them make use of 
opportunities. In terms of technical sup-
port, there are important steps taken by 
our public-sector institutions as well as the 
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private sector. On this note, I would like 
to thank TİM in particular for the market 
research they conduct regarding regional 
and country- and product-specific export 
markets, business opportunities and com-
petitiveness. 

We must ensure that our understanding 
is grounded in the idea of “growing by 
sharing” and in creating more substantial 
economic value in our country. The say-
ing “small is beautiful because it is mine” 
as well as the saying “do not invent some-
thing new, not now!” stand as obstacles be-
fore innovation and growth.

Dear Friends, 

Availing myself of this opportunity, I 
would like to draw your attention to the 
increasingly more visible efforts that aim 
to create a negative perception about our 
country’s economy. Despite these efforts 
to malign Turkey, our country has tremen-
dous potential and continues to attract 
investors. Everyone doing business in Tur-
key is aware that our economy is integrat-
ed with the global system. This is clearly 
demonstrated by the steady increase in 
the number of investors who operate in 
our country, manufacture for the domestic 
and international markets, and use local 
procurement networks. This shows that 
entrepreneurs can find numerous partners 
in our country, market their products and 
benefit from R&D capacities. 

In this context, it might put your mind at 
ease to know that the smear campaigns tar-
geting our country are not a new phenom-

enon. I would like to give you a couple of 
striking examples from history about this 
phenomenon. In an American newspaper 
dated September 16, 1922, Istanbul was 
referred to as the “center of Mohammed-
an belief ” and Mustafa Kemal as the “new 
leader of Islam who intends to establish a 
great politico-religious empire”. Another 
American newspaper dated September 19, 
1922 states that Mustafa Kemal planned 
a new Muslim Empire and that the cata-
strophic defeat of the Greeks was the first 
step in this direction. An American news-
paper dated October 10, 1922 depicted 
Mustafa Kemal as the “most terrible of the 
Terrible Turks”. Another American news-
paper dated November 17, 1922 portrayed 
Mustafa Kemal as a “symbol of terror”.

Are these news articles any different from 
the ones today? No. They are doing exact-
ly the same thing they did in the past; so, 
nothing is new. I would like to draw your 
attention to the fact that these articles co-
incide with the period immediately before 
and after the Armistice of Mudanya that 
was signed on October 11, 1922. 

As you see, there is an almost immediate 
attempt to create a negative perception 
by labeling us as terrible or as terrorists 
whenever we grow stronger. If you read 
European and American media today, you 
will see similar accusations that target me 
personally as well as Turkey. This tells me 
that we must be on the right path.

The negative perception they tried to cre-
ate about our country in the past did not 
prevent our victory in the War of Inde-
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pendence, neither did it prevent the estab-
lishment of our new state. Today, similar 
efforts will not keep us from reaching our 
2023 targets and making our way into the 
league of democratically and economically 
advanced countries in the world. I kindly 
invite our entrepreneurs to maintain their 
faith in our country without minding these 
efforts that amount to filthy propaganda.

We will have competitors as well as friends 
in the global economy. Friends who con-
tribute to our growth will win with us while 
our competitors who try to hinder our pro-
gress by trying to manipulate public opin-
ion will be crushed under their own lies.

Entrepreneurship is in our 
nature as a nation 

Distinguished Guests,

Innovation which we refer to as “yenilikçi-
lik” in Turkish and entrepreneurship which 
describes an effort to seize opportunities 
are in our nature as a nation. Allow me to 
give you a couple of examples to illustrate 
this point. The mode of transport that we 
refer to as “dolmuş” is unique to our coun-
try. Do you know how the “dolmuş” was in-
vented? There may be other stories as well, 
but one explanation is as follows: as with 
other countries around the world, the eco-
nomic depression in 1929 had an impact 
on Turkey as well. As a result, a taxi driver 
who was working in Cağaloğlu found that 
entire days would go by without a single 
customer. When one of his regular cus-
tomers, a Jewish citizen, told him he could 

no longer afford taxis, the driver suggest-
ed that 4 customers travelling to the same 
destination could share the ride and split 
the fare. When the customers accepted this 
proposal, his business began to prosper 
and he started to take passengers from the 
Karaköy Ferry Station to Taksim for a fixed 
fee. It caught on and was widely used.

Car ferries is another example; they are 
another Turkish invention. Hüseyin Haki 
Efendi who was made an executive in the 
ferry company Şirket-i Hayriye during the 
Ottoman era developed, among many oth-
er innovations, a ferry project to take pas-
sengers and cars on the same boat from 
one bank of the Bosphorus to the other. By 
the way, allow me to remind you that my 
late father also used to work for Şirket-i 
Hayriye. This manager wanted the British 
to build these boats but they failed to un-
derstand the concept. As a result, he had 
to send the chief architect of the company 
to London to explain his idea because, at 
that time in London, transportation across 
rivers and the sea was with rafts that were 
pulled with ropes or chains between the 
two banks.

The list of examples goes on and on. The 
key is to identify a need and find a practical, 
feasible, affordable and sustainable solu-
tion. Our people can do so much with so 
little and develop such practical solutions 
in very challenging circumstances that it 
is surprising to see many of these ideas go 
to waste without being put to commercial 
use. When we go to Anatolia and visit the 
industrial zones of Ankara, Istanbul, Bur-
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sa, Konya, Kayseri, Kocaeli and Manisa, 
we are awestruck by what we discover. So 
much work and effort and so many inno-
vative products do not see the light of day. 
Similarly, there are so many people we talk 
to who tell us about their achievements; 
they could all be among the entrepreneurs 
here.

What is the problem then? The problem 
is that these are all individual efforts and 
they do not find their way into an institu-
tional framework. As Mehmet Akif says:                

“Take a look: the skies are awake, the earth 
is awake,

It is stupid to sleep while the world is 
awake.”

We must do as others in the world. 

There is talk of a Chinese revolution in 
the economy. Isn’t China doing what I just 
mentioned? They started manufacturing 
in its simplest, most rudimentary form. 
Then, they moved on to the design phase, 
although they were “greatly inspired” by 
others. Now, they proceed to something 
entirely different.

We do not have a problem with manufac-
turing, design, innovation or entrepre-
neurship. Allah Almighty bestowed these 
qualities upon our nation in abundance. 
However, it is time to move from intention 
into action. This is the only way Turkey can 
save itself from the middle-income trap. 
Where we belong is not in the ranks of “de-
veloping countries” but among the “devel-
oped countries”.

Hundreds of millions of people 
around the world who face 
persecution watch Turkey 
closely 

Distinguished Guests,

Turkey is a symbol of stability, confidence 
and hope in a region that is at the heart of 
the world. It is not just our people, but also 
the hundreds of millions of people around 
the world who face persecution that watch 
Turkey closely. I spent the last two days in 
Greece. After the official talks in Athens, I 
visited Komotini. I had first hand contact 
with our kin in Komotini and witnessed the 
tears of the mothers there. Where do they 
look to for hope? To Turkey. As I always 
say, when Turkey stumbles, our brothers 
and sisters who watch us closely with their 
eyes and hearts stumble as well. 65 years 
ago, Celal Bayar visited Komotini as the 
President and a school was built there in 
his name. Then they removed his name be-
cause they could not tolerate it. How is this 
even possible? Why the intolerance? There 
is another school in Xanthi which is also in 
ruins. I conveyed our request to the Greek 
administration for a school to be built in 
Xanthi. They turned me down by saying 
they “don’t have a shortage of schools”.

If our country grows weaker, then Pales-
tine, Jerusalem, Syria and Iraq will lose 
hope and even break up. The unfortunate 
statement by the President of the United 
States Mr. Trump a few days ago once again 
laid this reality before our eyes. The deci-
sion by the United States is morally wrong 
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and not line with international law, justice 
and the facts on the ground in the region. 
This statement has dealt the biggest blow 
to the United Nations Security Council 
where the United States is a member. This 
declaration from the United States renders 
Resolution 478 of the Security Council 
passed in 1980 and signed by the United 
States null and void. If even the permanent 
members of the Security Council do not re-
spect the United Nations or take it serious-
ly, then the United Nations will not inspire 
respectability or credibility vis-à-vis oth-
er countries. No one is above the law. No 
country can disregard international law by 
relying on its muscle, let alone behave with 
such inconsideration on a highly sensitive 
issue that will have an impact on the fate of 
billions of people.

They have been shredding Palestine to piec-
es since 1947. Israel has occupied almost 
the entire region. Israel is an occupying 
state. They are attacking Gaza with F16s. 
Why are they attacking Palestine? They are 
saying “I am the mighty one.” Might does 
not make right, right makes might.

This decision by the United States creates 
significant provocation and causes de-
struction in the region. It also discredits a 
body tasked, at least on paper, with main-
taining global justice, security and stabili-
ty by the hand of its own members. As the 
President of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, I have been talking to leaders 
of countries and the international commu-
nity. Today, I talked to President Macron of 
France. Earlier, I spoke to the Pope. Jerusa-

lem is not just the problem of Muslims, but 
also of Christians.

Despite these facts, President Trump wish-
es to rule the world by “fait accompli”. 
Might does not make right. I hereby call 
the leaders of leading nations to duty: our 
job is to make peace, not war. 

As far as we are concerned, 
America’s Jerusalem decision is 
null and void 

This is not the first time we face such a 
double standard. We have seen similar sit-
uations in various regions of the world in-
cluding in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Arakan 
and during the atrocious genocides in Afri-
ca. Tens of millions of people are displaced 
from their homes, homelands and lose 
their lives to appease others. People die 
and their lands are forcefully seized simply 
because others do not take decisions or, as 
with this latest statement, trample on their 
own decisions.

I keep saying that “The world is bigger than 
5” at every opportunity because we do not 
agree with this order governed by “the law 
of the jungle”. If might calls the shots over 
right, we cannot speak of justice, stability 
and peace. There will be other Syrias and 
Arakans and other genocides like Rwanda 
and Bosnia if this system remains in place. 
We face the consequences today, but the 
real problem lies with the system itself and 
those who violate the system for their own 
benefit. This is why our objections make 
some people unhappy and bother them.
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Dear Brothers,

The Jerusalem decision by the United 
States is null and void as far as we are con-
cerned. Jerusalem cannot be left to the 
mercy of a country that has been unleash-
ing state terrorism upon Palestinians for so 
many years. The fate of Jerusalem cannot 
be left in the hands of an occupying state 
that has grabbed Palestinian lands since 
1967 by blatantly disregarding laws and 
moral values. This would be akin to trust-
ing a ferocious wolf with sheep. Jerusalem 
is the apple of our eye. Jerusalem is our 
first Qibla. Jerusalem is the red line for the 
1.7 billion people in the Islamic world. If 
we have Mecca and Medina in half of our 
hearts, then the other half is reserved for 
Jerusalem. The decision that has been tak-
en is truly an act of provocation. Evange-
lists are behind this provocation. This is 
something I personally heard from the 
President.

Let me be clear. We will never acquiesce 
to this decision which tramples upon the 
rights of Muslims as well as the rights of 
Christians on Jerusalem. Our actions will 
always abide by the law and will be based 
on legitimacy. I have so far talked to var-
ious heads of state and religious leaders. 
I see that there is a general consensus on 
this issue. God willing, we will convene the 
Extraordinary Summit of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation on December 13 in 
Istanbul. At this meeting, the leaders of the 
Islamic world will unite as one voice and 

one body to decide on the steps we can 
take for the protection of the status of Je-
rusalem. I believe that the summit and the 
unity that will be on display at the summit 
will convey the necessary message to cer-
tain people.

In this context, I would also like to un-
derline an important issue. Muslims are 
completely justified regarding Jerusalem 
and should not fall for acts of provoca-
tion which will play into the hands of the 
occupiers. We must never stray from the 
law, peace or democracy as we express our 
reaction. We can never be racist. We can 
never discriminate. We can never choose 
to cause the slightest harm to any innocent 
person. Otherwise, what would distinguish 
us from the oppressors we are fighting 
against? I caution all my brothers and sis-
ters who have been offended, enraged and 
disappointed by the developments in Jeru-
salem.

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I would like to express my best 
wishes to the Turkey Innovation and En-
trepreneurship Week which will lead to 
favorable outcomes for our country. I ex-
tend my sincere gratitude to everyone who 
was involved in organizing this important 
event.

I salute you with affection and respect. 
May the mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon you all. All the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Head of the State of Pales-
tine and My Esteemed Brother Mahmoud 
Abbas, Distinguished Heads of State and 
Government, Distinguished Secretary 
General, Esteemed Guests,

I would like to salute you wholeheartedly 

with affection and respect. Assalamu alai-

kum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May 

the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be 

upon you. 

The United States Must 
Renege on This Provocative 

and Unlawful Step 
As Soon As Possible 

Extraordinary Summit of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
İstanbul | December 13, 2017
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I would like to convey my respect and 
greetings to all my brothers whose hearts 
beat with us right now, and to the friends 
of Jerusalem from Istanbul, the sister city 
of Jerusalem. 

We meet here to discuss the violation of 
the historical and legal status of our Je-
rusalem, the city of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
which is the first Qibla of Islam and one of 
its three holiest sites. I am grateful to you 
all for your participation in this meeting of 
historic importance for Muslims and for 
mankind.

The President of the United States who 
should lead the peace initiative on Pales-
tine, instead, recognized Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel on December 6 in con-
travention of international law. There is 
no need for words; anyone who spends a 
couple of minutes walking the streets of 
the ancient city of Jerusalem will realize 
that it is under occupation. Indeed, there 
can be no validity to such a declaration re-
garding this occupied city. Resolution 478 
adopted in 1980 at the United Nations Se-
curity Council where the United States has 
the right of veto stipulates that no country 
may have their embassy in Jerusalem.

Only Israel, which continues to occupy Je-
rusalem, supported this unlawful decision 
by the United States. We are grateful to all 
countries for not recognizing this illegiti-
mate decision. This firm position with re-
gard to Jerusalem has been confirmed in 
all conversations I have had so far, includ-
ing with the Pope. Islamic countries cate-

gorically and unequivocally rejected the 
decision of the United States on Jerusalem 
from the start.

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, I made an appeal to in-
ternational public opinion and announced 
that this decision is null and void because 
it is unconscionable, unlawful and defies 
moral values and history. Above all else, 
this decision means punishment for the 
Palestinians who have proven their desire 
for peace and their opposition to violence 
many times over. 

America’s decision rewards 
Israeli terror 

I will now demonstrate it to you on the 
map. We need to see what has happened in 
Palestine since 1947. Here is an overview 
of the situation in Palestine and Israel in 
1947. With this partition plan, Palestine 
shrinks considerably while Israel’s terri-
tory grows. Between the years 1949 and 
1967, there is a substantial decrease in the 
lands of Palestine whereas Israel continues 
to grow. Today, Palestine has, unfortunate-
ly, been reduced to the size of Israel back 
in 1947. Even the wolf, in the proverbial 
struggle between the wolf and the sheep, 
would not attempt this kind of a partition. 
The Palestinian lands have been reduced 
to its present situation since 1947.

This shows that Israel is an occupying 
state. Moreover, Israel is also a terrorist 
state. People ask why Erdoğan talks this 
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way. How can I possibly not? Terrorist sol-
diers pile 10-year-old children into iron 
cages. Around 20 soldiers and police of-
ficers strike 14-year-old blindfolded chil-
dren with rifle butts. In yet another inci-
dent, a girl is beaten with rifle butts. Are 
they not terrorists and occupiers? Those 
who call themselves human and claim to 
have a conscience need to draw lessons 
from these scenes.

President Trump, do we need to explain 
further? It is all in plain sight! We do not 
need to explain anything to Israel either. 
These facts are out there for all to see. This 
decision of the United States amounts to 
rewarding Israel for all the terrorist acts it 
has carried out. Trump is the only one who 
extended this reward, but such “faits ac-
compli” do not result in any achievements. 
You may take such a decision on your own, 
but there is more to the world than just 
you. The United Nations has 196 members. 
I believe that all these countries will adopt 
a stance against Trump’s decision.

As the United States, you may be a power-
ful country and have your weapons, even 
nuclear weapons. However, you are mighty 
only if you are right; might does not make 
right.

By siding with those who make peace im-
possible, the United States has played into 
the hands of all fanatics even as we pursue 
an intense struggle against terrorism. We 
have seen this in Syria as well. They are 
fighting against Daesh which is a terrorist 
organization through the agency of an-

other terrorist organization, the YPG and 
the PYD. You cannot wipe out a terrorist 
organization through the agency of an-
other terrorist organization. More than 4 
thousand truckloads of armored carriers, 
tanks, artillery and ammunition have been 
transported into northern Syria. Why are 
these weapons sent to northern Syria?

The Jerusalem decision lights a fuse that 
cracks open the door to threats against 
the United States and Israel as well as all 
mankind. Other problems occurring in our 
region cannot make us or the rest of the 
world forget or disregard the Palestinian 
issue. One cannot talk about lasting peace 
and stability on a global scale without a 
just and lasting solution to the Palestinian 
issue. These unlawful and unconscionable 
steps also undermine the confidence in 
the international system and the United 
Nations. We cannot remain indifferent on 
this subject which concerns our common 
future.

We will never give up on our 
demand for an independent 
Palestinian State 

My Brothers,

The Jerusalem decision by the United 
States not only violates international law 
but is also a heavy blow to our civiliza-
tion. Our ancestors carefully tended to this 
holy site and fulfilled their duty regarding 
Jerusalem by guaranteeing the welfare, 
security and freedom of worship of all its 
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inhabitants without any discrimination. 
The inscription “La ilahe illallah, Ibrahim 
halilullah” on the Jaffa Gate built by the Ot-
toman Empire along the city walls during 
the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent is a 
manifestation of the significance that our 
civilization attaches to Jerusalem.

The delicate balance between sects that 
has kept the wooden staircase on the balco-
ny of the church which carries tremendous 
significance for the Christian world in its 
current state for the last 162 years says a 
lot about the city. Those whose decisions 
trample on the sanctity of Jerusalem today 
have a lot to learn from the Caliph Umar 
who entered Jerusalem with great humili-
ty to take over this holy site. 

I am thankful to the Pope who respects the 
importance of Jerusalem for all faiths, to 
sensible Jewish people who work for equi-
table peace, and to everyone maintaining 
a firm stance despite being provoked to do 
otherwise. 

Above all, I am grateful to my Palestinian 
brothers for the unwavering service and 
protection they accorded to Jerusalem so 
honorably for centuries. 

Peace in our region and in Jerusalem is 
possible only through the efforts of hon-
est and fair people with high moral values 
who come from all segments of society, all 
nations and faiths. I hereby invite all coun-
tries that uphold international law and jus-
tice to recognize Jerusalem as the occupied 
capital of the Palestinian State. As Islamic 

countries, we will never give up on our de-
mand for a sovereign and independent Pal-
estinian State with Jerusalem as its capital. 
We condemn the oppression inflicted by 
Israeli soldiers on our Palestinian brothers 
who are protesting America’s decision re-
garding Jerusalem. We hereby honor the 
memory of all martyrs of the Palestinian 
cause.

Last week marked the 100th anniversary of 
the end of Islamic rule in Jerusalem. May 
Allah have mercy on the souls of all mar-
tyrs who fought and died on the Palestini-
an fronts for the defense of Jerusalem and 
Palestine.

The duty that falls upon Muslims is to pro-
tect and preserve Jerusalem under any and 
all circumstances. We ask all our brothers 
and sisters in our country and everywhere 
else in the world to travel to Jerusalem 
whenever possible and visit Haram al-Sha-
rif because there, in prayer, they will find a 
call to peace and wellbeing, a cry for mercy 
and salvation for mankind.

We need to mobilize all of our 
material and moral resources 
for Jerusalem

Allow me to state here once again that Je-
rusalem is our red line. The 144 dunums of 
Haram al-Sharif where the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock are located will 
belong to Muslims for eternity. We will 
maintain our firm stance, in cooperation 
with our brother King Abdullah II of Jor-
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dan who has assumed the custodianship 
of the site, against the increasing attacks of 
settlers who target Haram al-Sharif in what 
may be described as a racist campaign. 

We owe it to our Palestinian brothers and 
sisters to solve our internal issues and to 
act in unity in the face of these challenges. 
The golden recommendation of the con-
queror of Jerusalem Salahuddin Ayyubi 
should guide us all. “Those who meddle 
with their friends cannot defeat their ene-
mies.”

Dear Brothers, 

It is important for countries that have not 
yet recognized the Palestinian State to take 
this important step in order to uphold a 
fair and reasonable balance in the region. 
Europe should not be shackled with Israeli 
rhetoric which claims, even as it continues 
to expand settlements, that peace will be 
prevented if the Palestinian State is recog-
nized. 

It defies reason to see that the state which 
wants peace and agrees to the 1967 bor-
ders which is one fifth of ancient Palestin-
ian lands is not recognized while the state 
which continues with its occupation is in 
fact recognized. In light of the recent an-
nouncement by the United States, the rec-
ognition of the Palestinian State is the only 
way to keep the hopes for peace alive.

Israel should not be allowed to divert the 
world’s attention as it continues to seize 
even more land from the Palestinians. 
For those who presumably defend a two-
state solution in rhetoric, allowing Isra-
el to erode a two-state-solution with each 
passing day should be unacceptable. Re-
maining neutral between the occupier 
and those who are occupied is to support 
oppression. Therefore, the least we can do 
is to accelerate Palestine’s accession to in-
ternational agreements and organizations. 
As Islamic countries, we must adopt a firm 
stance about the full representation of the 
Palestinian State in the diplomatic arena. 
Everyone with a conscience and a sense of 
responsibility for future generations must 
mobilize all of their material and moral re-
sources for Jerusalem. 

As the President of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation, I invite the United 
States to renege on this completely wrong, 
provocative and unlawful step as soon as 
possible. We expect the entire internation-
al community to assume responsibility for 
world peace and stability since the United 
States, by taking this step, has disqualified 
itself from the peace process and lost its 
ability to mediate. I believe that the mes-
sages from this meeting today will be seri-
ously considered by the entire world.

I would like to thank you once again for 
your participation.
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Mr. President and My Dear Brother, Dis-
tinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community of both countries, Distin-
guished Guests, Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to salute each and every one of 
you wholeheartedly with respect and affec-
tion. Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi 

wa barakatuh. May the peace, mercy and 

blessings of Allah be upon you. 

I hope that the Turkey-Sudan Business Fo-

rum will lead to positive outcomes for both 

countries. I am thankful to the organizers 

of this meeting. 

Our Aim is to Increase 
Production and Achieve 

Progress Together With Africa 

Turkey-Sudan Business Forum | Khartoum, Sudan | December 25, 2017
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Dear Friends,

We already have deep historical and cultur-
al relations with Sudan and we would like 
to develop our relations further in every 
field. Improving our trade and economic 
relations is a top priority in this respect. 
As Turkey, we attach special importance to 
our ties with the African continent, African 
countries and peoples. When I was prime 
minister, we declared 2005 as the Year of 
Africa. We have been making important ef-
forts ever since.

For the past 15 years, we have been pur-
suing an outreach policy covering all of 
Africa in order to compensate for the 
century-long gap in our relations. Praise 
be to Allah, we have now entered a new 
phase, having successfully completed this 
outreach. From now on, we would like to 
strengthen our relations based on a “Part-
nership Policy” because embracing Africa 
is not only about commercial and econom-
ic interests. Turkey’s policy in its relations 
with its African brothers and sisters is not 
the product of self-serving ambition. Our 
aim is to increase production and achieve 
progress and prosperity together with Af-
rica.

We are aware of Africa’s potential. There-
fore, we always establish strong relations 
with Africa on every platform. We know 
that Sudan has a special place and a spe-
cial importance in Africa. Sudan sets itself 
apart with its economic potential and hu-
man resources. We need to strengthen the 
political and economic aspects of our rela-

tions with Sudan as well as the human and 
cultural aspects. In fact, I believe that we 
have already established a common under-
standing in our political relations based on 
close cooperation. We are also expanding 
the scope of our contacts in our econom-
ic and trade relations. We established the 
High-Level Strategic Cooperation Council 
between our countries on the occasion of 
this visit in order to enhance our relations 
even further. God willing, we will experi-
ence a major leap forward in all fields of 
our economic and trade relations thanks 
to this mechanism. We signed a total of 21 
agreements with Sudan during my visit.

We must aim to increase our 
trade volume to 10 billion 
dollars 

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, 

Sudan is our second biggest trade partner 
in Sub-Saharan Africa after South Africa 
and our biggest export market in the re-
gion. Our countries have a combined gross 
national product of approximately 1 tril-
lion dollars. Therefore, it is clear that our 
bilateral trade volume which was approxi-
mately 500 million dollars last year is not 
sufficient. Sudan with a population of 40 
million and Turkey with a population of 
80 million have a much greater trade po-
tential. I believe that we will increase our 
trade volume to 1 billion dollars within a 
very short period and then to much higher 
figures. We must aim to increase the trade 
volume between the two countries to 10 
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billion dollars. We can reach this objective 
in a very short time if we work together 
and develop joint projects. 

A relationship model where only one side 
wins cannot be sustained. As Turkey, we act 
according to a “win-win” principle. There-
fore, we would like to base our cooperation 
on investments as well as trade. Our minis-
ters of economy and other colleagues have 
been working together since this morning. 
A lot of progress has been made in these 
meetings.

As you know, our business people have 
very important investments both domes-
tically and internationally. We have 650 
million dollars invested in Sudan with 350 
million dollars in direct investments and 
300 million dollars in contracting services. 
We are taking necessary steps to increase 
this figure to 1 billion dollars in a short pe-
riod of time.

I believe that the contacts between the rep-
resentatives of the business communities 
of both countries who are present at this 
Turkey-Sudan Business Forum including 
approximately 100 Turkish business peo-
ple will yield results in a short period of 
time. Over the past 45 years, our interna-
tional contractors completed more than 9 
thousand projects worth 351 billion dol-
lars in 119 countries and they are grow-
ing their business on the strength of their 
well-deserved reputation based on these 
global projects. Our contractors are ready 
to contribute to Sudan’s infrastructure and 
development. 

We must achieve a major leap in the field 
of tourism. As we were touring the Suak-
in Island today with my dear friend Omar 
Al-Bashir, I made the following proposal: 
“We have built Al-Hanafi and Al-Shafei 
mosques here. We also built customs fa-
cilities. Why don’t you allocate the Suakin 
Island to us for a certain period? Let us, as 
Turkey, rebuild and revitalize this place in 
harmony with its original state.” My dear 
friend Omar Al-Bashir immediately ac-
cepted my proposal. 

With this project, we will rebuild and revi-
talize the island. Our response to those who 
devastated these lands will be as follows: 
“You came here to exploit. What you did is 
akin to shaving one’s beard. Do not forget 
that a shaven beard grows back stronger.” 
This is how we are going to rebuild these 
areas.

We must act quickly to deepen 
our economic and trade 
relations

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests, 

Agreements constitute the basis for im-
proving trade and economic relations. The 
Trade and Economic Partnership Agree-
ment that has been signed on the occasion 
of our visit will contribute to elevating our 
bilateral economic and trade relations to 
the desired level. We also need to make ef-
fective use of mechanisms such as the Joint 
Economic Commission and the Business 
Forum, which were previously established, 
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in order to achieve our mutual objectives. 
The most recent Joint Economic Commis-
sion meeting between Turkey and Sudan 
was held in November 2013 in Khartoum. 
The 14th meeting of the commission is en-
visaged to take place in Khartoum next 
February. Making more frequent use of 
this mechanism will facilitate our task 
of defining the roadmap for our econom-
ic and trade relations. The Turkey-Sudan 
Business Council mechanism should also 
be activated by organizing the first meet-
ing of the council as soon as possible. 

We also expect the Sudanese side to take 
some steps, regarding customs duties in 
particular, that will make Turkish compa-
nies more competitive. We need to come 
up with an initiative in the field of banking 
as well in order to facilitate financial trans-
actions for our business people. I invite the 
distinguished representatives of the Turk-
ish business community who are accom-
panying me on this visit to invest more in 
this beautiful country. As you can see, this 
country extends a sincere invitation to you 
and is ready to help you in your business 
endeavors. It is my special request that you 
do business here in accordance with the 
conditions in the country and by uniting 
with the Sudanese people. It is also impor-
tant to note in this context that we do busi-
ness in a manner whereby both the coun-
tries and their people win.

In today’s meetings, we had the opportuni-
ty to discuss with our Sudanese friends the 
mutual steps that need to be taken in order 
to stimulate investments by our business 

people. I am confident that concrete pro-
gress will be achieved in these matters dur-
ing the Joint Economic Commission and 
Turkey-Sudan Business Council meetings 
that will be held in the upcoming period.

Mr. President, Distinguished Guests,

We must act quickly to deepen our eco-
nomic and trade relations in this suitable 
environment where sanctions against Su-
dan are being lifted. Our cooperation in the 
field of agriculture and animal husbandry 
will be the driver of another leap forward 
in our bilateral trade and economic rela-
tions. 

With the TİGEM project that will be car-
ried out within the framework of the 
Agreement on Cooperation and Partner-
ship in Agriculture between Turkey and 
Sudan signed in April 2014, the partner-
ship between our countries in the field of 
agriculture will be taken to the next level.

This project will set an example for Turkish 
business people and attract more invest-
ments to Sudan from companies in various 
sectors such as agriculture, animal hus-
bandry, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. 

The defense industry is another sector 
where we have extensive cooperation op-
portunities. It is the right time for us to 
start exploring what we can do together in 
this field. 

Our expectation from our investors is 
that they contribute to the development 
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and welfare of this beautiful country by 
carrying out their activities in a more vis-
ible manner. The stronger the relations 
between our business people, the more 
robust and sustainable the cooperation be-
tween our countries in other fields will be.

In addition, we expect Ankara and Istan-
bul, which are sister cities of Khartoum, to 
live up to this sisterhood in every field and 
not leave this title on paper.

It is with these thoughts that I pray to Al-

lah that this Business Forum will lead to 

positive outcomes. I am thankful to all Su-

danese people, notably the President, for 

the sincere hospitality they have extend-

ed to us. 

I salute each and every one of you with af-

fection and respect. All the best.
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I would like to greet all of you wholeheart-
edly with affection and longing on behalf 
of myself, my country and my nation. I 
am very happy to be back in friendly and 
brotherly Tunisia after approximately 4.5 
years. 

In the previous visit I made in June 2013 
as prime minister, we held the first meet-

ing of the High-Level Strategic Council and 
signed 21 agreements and action plans as 
well as 24 sister city protocols. 

The talks we had this morning with my 
dear friend President Beji Caid Essebsi 
were very productive. We discussed all as-
pects of our bilateral relations during our 
one-on-one meeting as well as during the 

Tunisia Has Our Full Support in 
Its Economic Transformation

Turkey-Tunisia Economy and Investment Forum 
Tunis, Tunisia | December 27, 2017
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meeting between our delegations. We also 
took this opportunity to sign various agree-
ments in order to reinforce the legal basis 
of our relations. I believe that the agree-
ments we signed will contribute to our 
deep-rooted relations and ensure an even 
more robust relationship between our 
countries for future generations to come.

We are trying to develop our relations 
with Tunisia on a multidimensional ba-
sis. This is a responsibility we shoulder 
based on our close ties of friendship and 
brotherhood rooted in history. Following 
this visit, I will be particularly pleased to 
host Prime Minister Chahed in Ankara on 
the occasion of the second meeting of the 
High-Level Strategic Council. This will give 
us an opportunity to review the level of our 
bilateral relations over the past 4-5 years.

Dear Brothers,

We have been closely following Tunisia’s 
remarkable efforts in the political and eco-
nomic fields since 2011. We supported all 
governments that came to power in Tuni-
sia in every possible way and maintained 
our close cooperation. Tunisia overcame 
its problems by creating a political trans-
formation model that is based on consen-
sus. I believe that Tunisia has now left the 
most difficult period of its transformation, 
which we followed very closely, behind.

It is now time for economic transforma-
tion. Tunisia has Turkey’s full material and 
moral support in this endeavor. As Turkey, 

we did not hesitate to provide Tunisia with 
500 million dollars of support, in the form 
of 400 million in loans and 100 million in 
grants, at a time of economic hardship. We 
also announced that we will contribute an 
additional 100 million dollars for projects 
within the framework of the Tunisia 2020 
Conference which aims to support devel-
opment efforts in Tunisia. As always, there 
is no doubt that Turkey will continue to be 
the first to extend a friendly hand to Tuni-
sia in time of need. 

Our relations with Tunisia are not solely 
focused on the present. With Tunisia, we 
have a common history that goes back a 
very long time as well as a long future that 
we are currently building together. For us, 
Tunisia is not just a friendly and brother-
ly country but also a gateway to the Afri-
can continent. We consider Tunisia to be 
the logistics hub not just for North Africa, 
but also for the entire African continent. 
As Turkey, we are ready to cooperate and 
support the mobilization of this potential 
in all fields.

Our interest in Tunisia is not due only to 
its geographical location. We also consider 
Tunisia to be a friend, a companion we can 
march with into the future politically as 
well as economically. Therefore, we kindly 
ask you to consider our efforts as an ex-
pression of the brotherly feelings we have 
for Tunisia. 

Let us jointly supply the 
products Africa needs  
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Dear Brothers,

We are ready to engage in all kinds of co-
operation that will foster development and 
economic welfare in Tunisia. We believe 
that the increasing deficit in Tunisia’s for-
eign trade is a temporary situation. Putting 
up barriers to trade does not have a posi-
tive impact on the economy or the welfare 
of people. Even more importantly, there 
is no room for lost opportunities in trade. 
When you put up barriers or impose ad-
ditional taxes on goods imported from a 
leading trade partner, you either condemn 
your people to goods of poor quality or 
you are obliged to get the same quality at 
a higher cost. Based on our experience of 
similar problems in the past, we know that 
such methods will force people to resort to 
ways and means outside the system. 

Goods of Turkish origin not only offer high 
quality but are cheaper than their Europe-
an equivalents. The raw materials, machin-
ery and equipment required by the Tuni-
sian industry can be supplied from our 
country at very reasonable prices. It is also 
clear that this would benefit the Turkish 
and Tunisian business people attending 
this cooperation forum. The competitive-
ness of Tunisian goods relies on the supply 
of raw materials, machinery and equip-
ment at the right conditions.

What we propose is a more prosperous life 
for our peoples through bilateral trade. We 
can also work together to supply the prod-
ucts that Africa needs for its 1.2 billion 
population. What we need to do today is to 

set higher objectives for our bilateral trade. 
In this context, the imposition of addition-
al tax barriers to certain products import-
ed to Tunisia from our country is not going 
to be to the benefit of either countries or 
peoples. In Ankara, we are undertaking ef-
forts to increase our bilateral trade volume 
which is currently 1 billion dollars, and to 
rectify the imbalance that exists to the det-
riment of Tunisia. In this context, the uni-
lateral step that was taken by the Tunisian 
Parliament in the budget law does not com-
ply with either the spirit of our agreement 
or the depth of our bilateral relations.

In fact, Turkish goods are not responsi-
ble for Tunisia’s foreign trade deficit. Our 
country’s share in Tunisia’s foreign trade 
deficit is only 10 percent. We are ready to 
take necessary steps to rectify this situa-
tion. Although your parliament took a step 
in the other direction, I believe that it will 
be possible to find a way based on common 
sense to refrain from implementing this 
decision. If the decision is implemented re-
gardless, we will then see all together that 
this effort will be more trouble than it’s 
worth as it will not contribute to a decline 
in Tunisia’s foreign trade deficit.

Brothers,

We believe that the new foreign capital and 
investment law which entered into force in 
April will make significant contributions 
to the Tunisian economy. The high level 
of interest by the Turkish business people 
in the Economy and Investment Forum 
confirms our expectations. I believe that 
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our presence here today is a clear indica-
tion of our intention, as Turkey, to contrib-
ute to the Tunisian economy. We need to 
solve the problem regarding the Free Trade 
Agreement as soon as possible and find 
ways to increase the contributions of Turk-
ish investors to Tunisia’s development. 
We want to start working immediately to-
wards this objective within the framework 
of a roadmap that we can prepare jointly. 
We must quickly leave the negative issues 
on our agenda behind and work together 
to build a future worthy of the relations be-
tween Turkey and Tunisia.

We wish to see our Tunisian brothers and 
sisters in Turkey as soon as possible so that 
we can promote our exports and establish 
partnerships. All the means of the Istanbul 
Chamber of Commerce are at the disposal 
of our brothers from the Tunisian Econom-
ic Forum. As always, our doors will remain 
fully open to our Tunisian friends.

As Turkey, we inaugurated Build-Oper-
ate-Transfer projects worth 50 billion eu-
ros within only 1 year. We want to bring 
this know-how and experience to Tunisia 
and involve Turkish entrepreneurs in Tu-

nisia’s development process more sub-
stantially. Rest assured that we will make 
tremendous progress within a very short 
period of time if you also take necessary 
steps in this direction.

It is in your hands to enhance Tunisia’s at-
traction for our business people who have 
invested 40 billion dollars abroad over the 
past 15 years. Our duty as the Turkish and 
Tunisian states is to create the most suit-
able and productive environment for our 
business people. At a time of numerous 
unfavorable circumstances in the world 
and in our region, it is to the benefit of 
our countries and peoples that we support 
each other more. Allow me once again to 
remind you that we are ready to contribute 
to your efforts for economic development 
that will crown the political transforma-
tion in Tunisia which was realized a short 
time ago.

I congratulate the organizers of the Tuni-
sia-Turkey Economy and Investment Fo-
rum.

I salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best. 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

323

Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you all wholeheart-
edly and with respect on behalf of myself 
and my country. I am happy to be back in 
Paris, one of the most beautiful cities in 

the world, after my last visit in 2015. I am 

grateful to all officials, notably President 

Macron, and the French people for the 

hospitality and attention that have been 

extended to me personally and my delega-

tion since the beginning of this visit.

Turkey is The Fastest Growing 
Economy Among G20 and OECD 

Countries

Meeting with Representatives of the Business Community in France 
Paris, France | January 5, 2018
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Dear Friends,

This visit is very important in the sense 
that it focuses on both the bilateral rela-
tions between Turkey and France and re-
gional matters. We signed three important 
agreements during this visit. One of these 
agreements is about Eurosam, another one 
is about the purchase of Airbus aircraft 
and the third one is in the food sector. In 
addition to these agreements, we also dis-
cussed regional issues. I believe that our 
close cooperation is very important for re-
gional and international peace.

The discussions we had today with my 
dear friend President Macron were very 
positive and productive. We consider our 
robust trade and economic ties as well as 
our bilateral investments to be one of the 
strongest components of our relations.

While France is the 5th largest economy 
in the world and the 2nd largest in Europe, 
Turkey is the 13th largest economy in the 
world and 5th largest in Europe in terms 
of purchasing power parity. France is the 
3rd leading country globally in incoming 
and outgoing investments while Turkey 
continues to attract the highest amount 
of investment in the region referred to as 
West Asia since 2012. These figures alone 
demonstrate that our bilateral trade vol-
ume, which has not even reached 14 billion 
dollars, does not reflect the true economic 
potential of our countries. I believe that we 
must work together and implement new 
projects in order to raise our bilateral trade 
volume to a well-deserved level.

As you know, our country faced a coup 
attempt on July 15, 2016. Our democra-
cy and Republic overcame this challenge 
and grew in strength thanks to the cour-
age and sacrifice of our people. Turkey’s 
export volume is currently 157 billion dol-
lars. This is a tremendous figure despite all 
the negative developments. Our economy 
successfully overcame the effects of this 
heinous attack and all the traps preceding 
and following the coup attempt. We broke 
a new record with 11 percent growth in 
the third quarter of 2017 and 7.4 percent 
growth in the first three quarters; so much 
so that numerous credit rating agencies 
and international economic organizations 
had to significantly revise Turkey’s eco-
nomic growth data. We believe that we 
will have another successful result in the 
fourth quarter and complete the year 2017 
with a growth rate of over 7 percent. This 
growth rate once again makes Turkey the 
fastest growing economy among the G20 
and OECD countries. You can rest assured 
that we will maintain this successful trend 
in the future.

Those who invest in Turkey 
always win 

Distinguished Participants,

We will celebrate the centenary of our Re-
public in 2023. Economic goals have a sig-
nificant place in our vision for 2023. We 
are implementing our 2023 vision step by 
step to become one of the 10 largest econo-
mies in the world. Within this framework, 
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we have ongoing large-scale investments. 
It is no coincidence that 6 of the 10 meg-
aprojects in the world that are ongoing 
or recently completed are in Turkey. The 
cost of the large-scale projects we have un-
dertaken over the past 10 years alone has 
reached 200 billion dollars. For instance, 
we inaugurated the Osman Gazi and Yavuz 
Sultan Selim bridges as well as the Eurasia 
Tunnel in 2016. We also laid the founda-
tion for the Çanakkale 1915 Bridge which 
will be the longest bridge in the world. We 
are aiming to bring into service the first 
section of the world’s biggest airport in Is-
tanbul in 2018.

Our country is also a center of attraction 
for investments by our French friends. 
Despite ongoing regional crises, Turkey 
managed to attract approximately 180 bil-
lion dollars of foreign direct investment 
between the years 2003 and 2016. Our 
domestic market of 80 million people, 
competitive and dynamic private sector as 
well as the significantly advanced techno-
logical infrastructure in telecommunica-
tions and energy are all attractive features 
for international investors. With a 4-hour 
flight from Istanbul, you can reach more 
than 50 countries and a vast market that 
represents one fourth of the global econ-
omy. Approximately 58 thousand foreign 
companies operate in Turkey. Those who 
invest in Turkey always win. As you can 
confirm through French business people 
who already have investments in Turkey, 
an international investor who comes to 
our country is no different than a Turk-
ish business person in our eyes. The same 
rights and obligations are applicable. 

Our country boasts one of the most ambi-
tious incentive systems in the world. We 
meet regularly with international investors 
and discuss investment incentives tailored 
to their needs. We are determined to facili-
tate investments through our project-based 
incentive system which prioritizes tech-
nological input. Our French friends have 
submitted bids for 13 different projects 
in various fields including transportation, 
energy and the environment within the 
framework of our 2023 projects. A cooper-
ation agreement was signed between Air-
bus and Turksat in early November. This 
agreement signified a leap forward for our 
country, with contributions from France, 
in the field of manufacturing and launch-
ing of satellites. This cooperation will most 
definitely trigger other examples of coop-
eration in other industries. I believe that 
the Declaration of Intent signed between 
Turkish Airlines and Airbus as well as the 
agreement signed between the Undersec-
retariat for Defense Industries, Aselsan, 
Roketsan and the Eurosam Consortium 
are of strategic importance. Similarly, the 
agreement signed between Turk Eximbank 
and BpiFrance Assurance Export will con-
tribute to further improving our economic 
relations. I am sure that there will be other 
examples of cooperation in the future.

You can benefit from 
investment incentives in our 
country 
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Distinguished Participants,

As two close allies, we operate on the ba-
sis of Strategic Action Plans. Our greatest 
advantage is that the administrations of 
both countries are absolutely determined 
to maintain this relationship. We need 
your support, the support of the business 
people, in order to harness this determina-
tion and take greater and more balanced 
steps in our bilateral trade and economic 
relations. My message to you here today 
is that you could become part of Turkey’s 
economic progress. You will not face the 
slightest obstacle in terms of benefiting 
from investment incentives. 

France was our 7th biggest trading partner 
in 2016. I know that France has a larger 
potential than that. Last year, our bilater-
al trade volume was approximately 13.5 
billion dollars. However, our objective is 
to reach 20 billion euros. France is the 10th 
biggest investor in our country with almost 
7 billion dollars in investments. There are 
around 1,500 French companies in our 
country. I know that it is possible to do bet-
ter in this area as well. The Joint Econom-
ic and Trade Commission is a significant 
mechanism that can support you. We have 
been able to solve various problems thanks 
to the strong ties established through this 
commission. We lifted restrictions im-
posed on the import of live animals from 
France due to disease. I believe that a sim-
ilar approach will be adopted by France 
concerning the purchase of cherries from 
our country and that this problem will be 
solved as well. 

We are getting ready to undertake joint 
work with a view to amending the Agree-
ment on the Prevention of Double Taxa-
tion. Moreover, we are aware of our respon-
sibility regarding the steps required in the 
field of road transport for the smooth func-
tioning of our trade. It is our ultimate goal 
to completely liberalize the transport. 

Distinguished Participants,

We are keenly aware of the importance, 
power and potential of France. We have 
been following closely the pace of your 
economic growth and the high level of in-
vestments with appreciation. We have no 
doubt that the reforms undertaken with 
great determination under President Ma-
cron’s wise leadership will succeed. These 
developments will encourage Turkish 
business people to do more business with 
France and to act together in third coun-
tries. We are also making recommenda-
tions in this direction. 

We believe that our French friends will re-
ciprocate our efforts. There are certain con-
crete steps that we need to take in order for 
this to happen. For instance, let us convene 
the Joint Economic and Trade Commis-
sion as soon as possible in order to reach 
our 20-billion-euro goal in bilateral trade. 
Let us bring together our business people 
to complement the efforts of this commis-
sion and enable them to talk to each other 
directly. Business forums could become a 
regular part of our bilateral economic re-
lations. 
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It is also obvious that it would be in our ad-
vantage to work together to access markets 
in third countries. We must provide more 
support to the French and Turkish private 
sector representatives in their efforts to 
establish strategic partnerships. Efforts to 
establish a joint communication network 
must also gain impetus. The meeting of 
the Joint Commission on Land Transport 
must be held as soon as possible. We must 
also work swiftly to complete the amend-
ments to the Agreement on the Prevention 
of Double Taxation. 

As my friend President Macron and I 
work to together to achieve these goals, 
we extend support to our business people 
through the Action Plan of the two coun-
tries. I wish you a successful, fruitful and 
peaceful new year. Now I will be happy to 
hear your opinions. 

I salute each and every one of you whole-
heartedly.
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My Dear Friend Honorable Prime Minister 
Boyko Borisov, Honorable Prime Minis-
ter Binali Yıldırım, Esteemed Members of 
the Bulgarian Community, Distinguished 
Guests, 

I salute you wholeheartedly and with 
heartfelt affection. 

We are here today for the opening ceremo-
ny of the St. Stephen Church, also known 
as the Iron Church, to mark the completion 
of its restoration. I would like to thank the 
Honorable Prime Minister of Bulgaria Mr. 
Borisov and his delegation who are present 
for this occasion. In my opinion, the fact 
that this opening ceremony is being held 

We Can Work Together to 
Preserve Our Common Cultural 

Heritage 

Balat Bulgarian Iron Church Opening Ceremony | İstanbul | January 7, 2018
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during the European Union Presidency of 
Bulgaria is an important message to the in-
ternational community. 

This ceremony today shows the world once 
again that Istanbul is a city where differ-
ent religions and cultures coexist in peace. 
A unique edifice with an iron frame, this 
church has been standing for 120 years 
since 1898. It serves the Bulgarian com-
munity as a house of prayer and contrib-
utes to Istanbul’s beauty and rich heritage. 
In fact, this church was previously restored 
during my tenure as mayor. Launched in 
2011, the current restoration was com-
pleted with contributions from the Istan-
bul Special Provincial Administration and 
the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality as 
well as with the cooperation of our Bulgar-
ian friends. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to congratulate the restoration team 
who successfully completed a very difficult 
and meticulous restoration.

Throughout history, our ancestors first se-
cured the freedom of faith and houses of 
prayer in the lands they conquered. Even 
the New Mosque in Istanbul, named “new” 
because it was built later than the others, 
has a history of 400 years. With a history of 
1,500 years, Hagia Sophia is the pearl of Is-
tanbul and the whole world. Every work of 
art in this city and everywhere else in our 
ancient geography holds a special place in 
our hearts. Sultan Mehmet the Conquer-
or and many of our ancestors have issued 
firmans, edicts and imperial orders on the 
freedom of faith and worship for a vast ge-
ography from Istanbul to Bosnia, from Je-
rusalem to Thessaloniki.

Painful memories from the past should 
not overshadow our longer and deep-root-
ed coexistence. It is with this understand-
ing that we work to restore the houses of 
prayer for our citizens who follow different 
faiths. 

14 houses of prayer, including the Grand 
Synagogue of Edirne, Hagia Nicola Church 
in Gökçeada, the Syriac Catholic Church 
in İskenderun, the Sur Armenian Protes-
tant Church in Diyarbakır, the Nizip Fe-
vkani Church in Gaziantep, the Taxiarchis 
Church on Cunda Island, the Hagia Yorgi 
Church in Edirnekapı Istanbul, have been 
restored recently. The Iron Church is the 
most recent example of our efforts. We will 
continue to restore houses of prayer such 
as synagogues, chapels and churches.

We do not make a distinction between 
freedom of worship in the Iron Church 
in Istanbul or in the Muradiye (Dzhuma-
ya) Mosque in Plovdiv. In this context, I 
would like to specifically thank my valua-
ble friend Boyko for bringing our brother 
Mustafa Aliş, the Grand Mufti of Bulgaria, 
to the ceremonies today. 

States have a responsibility to 
ensure freedom of religion

We believe that states have a responsibility 
to ensure that everyone, regardless of their 
faith or origin, can worship freely. The par-
ticipation of the Patriarch of the Bulgar-
ian Orthodox Church Neophyte and the 
Grand Mufti of Bulgaria Mustafa Aliş in 
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Prime Minister Borisov’s delegation is an 
indication of the importance that Bulgaria 
attaches to coexistence. God willing, there 
will be more examples of this kind and 
greater peaceful coexistence in the future. 

Honorable Prime Minister, Esteemed 
Guests,

Turkey is highly experienced in restora-
tion. In the last 15 years, Turkey contrib-
uted to the restoration of over 5 thou-
sand monuments across a vast geography 
stretching from the Balkans to the Middle 
East, South Asia, Central Asia and Eastern 
Europe.

We owe it to future generations to preserve 
these monuments. Numerous mosques, 
caravanserais, bridges and tombs have 
been built on the lands of Bulgaria dur-
ing the Ottoman era. We are aware that 
historical waqf buildings and mosques in 
Bulgaria need to be restored. Like the Iron 
Church, we can undertake efforts together 
to preserve our shared cultural legacy.

We hope to continue cooperating with our 
Bulgarian friends with regard to the places 

of worship in Bulgaria as we did in the res-
toration of the Iron Church. I was informed 
that the restoration work has been com-
pleted for the 450-year old Kadı Seyfullah 
Efendi Mosque which is the only mosque 
open for prayers since 1882 in Sofia. We 
would be happy to participate in the open-
ing of this important cultural heritage with 
you. As Turkey, we are ready to share our 
experience with Bulgaria and make our 
contribution as may be necessary. I have 
no doubt that our Bulgarian friends will 
preserve and maintain our legacy, both re-
stored and unrestored. 

I hope that this project conducted in soli-
darity and cooperation with Bulgaria in-
spires other similar projects. I congratulate 
everyone who contributed to the efforts for 
the restoration of the St. Stephen Church, 
better known as the Iron Church, where 
members of our Bulgarian community will 
be able to practice their faith in peace or 
safety. 

I would like to, once again, extend my sin-
cere respects. I hope this event will result 
in beneficial tidings. 
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Honorable Prime Minister and My Dear 
Brother, Esteemed Members of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed Guests, 

I would like to greet you with heartfelt 
regards and affection. I hope that the Tur-
key-Algeria Business Forum will lead to 

beneficial results for you as well as our 

countries and peoples. 

It is a great pleasure for me to visit Algeria, 

the “land of martyrs and heroes”, after a 

gap of 3 years and to meet you again. 

We Should Develop 
Turkish-Algerian Solidarity 

in Investments

Turkey-Algeria Business Forum | Algiers, Algeria | February 27, 2018
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Algeria has a very special place in our 
hearts because of our brotherly ties that 
date back 500 years and the strong cultural, 
social, political and economic foundation 
of our relations. At the outset, I would like 
to thank my dear brother President Boutef-
lika and every single one of my Algerian 
brothers and sisters for the sincere hospi-
tality extended to me and my delegation. I 
am also particularly pleased to attend the 
Business Forum that brings together Turk-
ish and Algerian entrepreneurs.

Esteemed Businesspeople, 

Turkey achieved great success in the econ-
omy as well as other areas in the last 15 
years. Our annual average growth was 5.7 
percent between 2003-2016 despite many 
problems such as the 2008 global financial 
crisis and the coup attempt in 2016. We 
expect our growth rate to reach 7.5 percent 
for last year. In the same period, we in-
creased our per capita income from 3 thou-
sand 500 dollars to 11 thousand dollars 
and even to 12 thousand dollars according 
to the most recent unpublished figures. 
We rank 17th in the world in terms of total 
national income and 13th in terms of pur-
chasing power parity. We have a unique 
position with a qualified and young labor 
force and employment exceeding 28 mil-
lion 500 thousand. Our exports increased 
from 36 billion dollars to more than 157 
billion dollars thanks to the initiatives un-
dertaken by our entrepreneurs. The num-
ber of tourists visiting Turkey decreased 
from 36 million to 25 million due to some 
unfortunate events but picked up again to 
reach 32 million. 

The Central Bank has foreign currency 
and gold reserves of 120 billion dollars. In 
2013, we fully repaid our debt to the IMF 
which descends on the countries almost 
like a nightmare with the size of its loans 
and the conditions it imposes; we got rid of 
this nuisance. 

At one point, we were having to allocate 
half of our central government budget to 
interest payments. Praise be to Allah, we 
reduced this ratio to 8 percent. In the last 
15 years, our public debt decreased steadi-
ly instead of increasing while we recorded 
an exponential increase in all other areas. 
We allocated our savings to education, 
healthcare, transportation, energy, mass 
housing, social benefits and other invest-
ments to constantly raise the welfare of our 
nation. For example, in education, we built 
282 thousand new classrooms, appointed 
around 600 thousand new teachers, estab-
lished 110 new universities and employed 
53 thousand new members of faculty. In 
healthcare, our achievements amount to 
a revolution with 12 thousand new hospi-
tals, healthcare institutions and primary 
care facilities across the country with a ca-
pacity of approximately 129 thousand new 
and good quality beds and 536 thousand 
new healthcare professionals. Our projects 
for city hospitals will improve the level of 
our national healthcare services further 
and make Turkey a brand globally.

We extend a helping hand to the 
oppressed around the world 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

335

We led the transformation of our cities by 
building 817 thousand residential mass 
housing units and 10 thousand 500 social 
facilities. In transportation, we connected 
every corner of our country and brought 
the world closer to our citizens by building 
around 20 thousand kilometers of divided 
highways, high-speed train lines and 29 
new airports. In the last 15 years, we pro-
vided 246 billion liras in social aid to our 
citizens to make sure that everyone is pro-
vided for. 

We went further to extend a helping hand 
to the oppressed in every corner of the 
world and provided 6 billion dollars in 
humanitarian and development aid. Our 
country ranks second in the world in terms 
of the amount of humanitarian and devel-
opment aid extended and first in terms of 
the ratio of such aid to national income. 
Similarly, we provide opportunities for a 
good education to 16 thousand 500 stu-
dents, mostly from the African continent, 
through the Turkey Scholarship Program. 
We are hosting approximately 4 million 
brothers and sisters who fled clashes in 
Syria and Iraq, and spent 30 billion dollars 
for them.

I would also like to refer to our projects 
such as Marmaray, the Eurasia Tunnel, 
Yavuz Sultan Selim and Osman Gazi Bridg-
es that are now operational as well as the 
largest airport project that is still under 
construction. Six of the 10 largest ongoing 
construction projects in the world are in 
Turkey. 

Dear Friends,

Turkey has never been reluctant to share 
its means, knowledge and experience with 
its friends. All our friends know very well 
that we run towards those who take one 
step towards us. I believe that your interest 
in this meeting reflects your enthusiasm 
and expectations. In this context, more in-
vestment will certainly enhance our soli-
darity. 

We regard Algeria as an island of political 
and economic stability in its region. In fact, 
Algeria is our biggest trade partner in Af-
rica. Our economic relations grow deeper 
with the combined efforts of the valuable 
business people from our countries. Our 
trade volume with Algeria reached 3.5 bil-
lion dollars. Turkey is the biggest foreign 
investor in Algeria with an investment vol-
ume of 3.5 billion dollars. I believe that our 
bilateral trade can increase significantly to 
reach much higher levels in a short time 
as a result of dedicated efforts by our en-
trepreneurs. A trade volume of 3.5 billion 
dollars is too low for two countries with 
such high potential. God willing, we will 
increase this figure first to 10 billion dol-
lars as soon as possible and then to much 
higher levels. 

I would like to share with you the good 
news about an important step taken in this 
context. Algeria’s national energy com-
pany Sonatrak and our country’s leading 
companies Rönesans and Bayegan signed 
an agreement for a 1-billion-dollar petro-
chemical investment in the Yumurtalık 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

336



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

337

Free Zone in Adana. The raw materials for 
this facility which will produce 450 thou-
sand tons of polypropylene annually will 
be supplied from Algeria. After this facility 
becomes operational, our country’s exter-
nal dependence for polypropylene will be 
reduced by 25 percent. I hope that this in-
vestment which boosts our bilateral trade 
will yield beneficial results. 

Our investors should benefit 
from the opportunities in 
Algeria 

Dear Friends, 

Turkish companies are among the leading 
foreign companies providing employment 
in Algeria. We are also pleased to observe 
that investments by Turkish companies 
and projects by Turkish contracting com-
panies contribute to the welfare of our Al-
gerian brothers and sisters. God willing, 
we will increase our investments and our 
contribution to your welfare. 

Algeria prioritizes agriculture, food, tour-
ism and energy sectors to ensure greater 
economic diversity. There are important 
investment opportunities for our business 
people because the Turkish private sector 
is strong in these areas. I would like to is-
sue a call to our business community from 
here and invite them to consider the oppor-
tunities in Algeria. We would be pleased to 
see new investment partnerships that ben-
efit both sides and create employment.

Our Ministers signed agreements yester-
day to develop cooperation in agriculture 
and prepare prospective programs in tour-
ism. We attach great importance to cooper-
ation agreements between our countries in 
order to diversify our activities and create 
incentives for the business community. We 
also attach importance to organizing the 
Joint Economic Commission meeting as 
soon as possible. Resolving some of the ex-
isting issues at the technical level in such 
meetings will allow us to take swift action 
in the future. 

We are aware of the negative impact of fall-
ing energy prices on Algeria. We need to 
make up for this shortfall by strengthening 
our economic relations in other areas. De-
spite the challenges, we should maintain 
initiatives to increase our bilateral trade. 
As you know, we announced significant in-
centives in agriculture in Turkey last week. 
Turkey is open to all kinds of cooperation 
with Algeria in agriculture. Similarly, Alge-
ria has an important potential in food, tex-
tile, and iron and steel exports. Following 
the conclusion of the negotiations for the 
Agreement on the Mutual Protection and 
Promotion of Investments and its signing, 
we will have the opportunity to take swift 
and concrete actions in these areas. 

If we facilitate business for our business 
people in Algeria, there will be more invest-
ments and our bilateral trade will increase. 
We must focus on increasing our coopera-
tion, especially in the area of energy. As the 
governments of the two countries, we are 
determined to extend all relevant support 
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to our business people who undertake in-
vestments in energy. 

With these thoughts, I would like to re-
iterate my best wishes to this meeting. I 
would like to thank each and every one of 
you for your attendance, attention, enthu-

siasm and affection. I would like to extend 

my gratitude to our Algerian friends once 

again for their excellent and sincere hospi-

tality. 

I salute you with affection and respect.
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My Esteemed Brother and Distinguished 
President, Esteemed Members of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed Guests, 

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect 
and affection. First of all, I would like to re-

iterate my thanks to our Senegalese broth-
ers for the hospitality extended to me and 
my delegation. 

We consider Senegal a valuable friend and 
a true brother and strive to advance our re-

We Can Never 
Consent to The Revival 

of The Cruel Trade 
in Goree Island 

Turkey-Senegal Business Forum | Dakar, Senegal | March 1, 2018 
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lations in every area. We have strong eco-
nomic and cultural relations with Senegal 
in the African continent. We need to deep-
en and diversify our relations further and 
build a common future to the envy of all. I 
was happy to see today that my friend the 
Honorable President Sall shares the same 
will. There is no doubt that our mutual will 
is very important to facilitate the rapid de-
velopment of bilateral trade and economic 
relations between our countries. 

During my visit to Senegal 2013 when I 
was Prime Minister, we had determined a 
target for bilateral trade between our coun-
tries. We reached this target in 2017 when 
our bilateral trade reached 250 million 
dollars. However, we believe that this fig-
ure is far from reflecting the true potential 
of our countries. We can exceed this fig-
ure in light of our new targets by working 
together. During our talks today, we set a 
goal of 400 million dollars. In this context, 
balanced development of our trade is as 
important as its growth. 

Turkey is a member of the G20 which is 
composed of the largest economies of the 
world. According to purchasing power par-
ity, Turkey is the 13th largest economy in 
the world. In 2017, Turkey had the highest 
rate of development among OECD coun-
tries. These figures reflect the size of the 
Turkish market and the significant oppor-
tunities that Turkey can offer to Senegalese 
companies. Turkey can be a big market for 
products produced in Senegal and offers 
a gateway for exporting products to other 

markets. We need to develop new bilateral 
mechanisms to make use of these opportu-
nities. 

Dear Friends, 

Last week, the first Turkey-Economic Com-
munity of West African States (ECOWAS) 
Economic and Business Forum was held 
in Istanbul. In this meeting, we held com-
prehensive discussions on how we can ex-
pand our trade relations with the region. 
During the Forum, our Minister of Econ-
omy, Mr. Zeybekçi, suggested the signing 
of a Free Trade Agreement between Tur-
key and the Economic Community of West 
African States. The Free Trade Agreement 
we propose is an asymmetrical one. The 
terms and scope of this agreement will be 
defined by our African brothers. Products 
produced in Turkey and in this region do 
not compete with each other, but rather 
complement each other. Therefore, the pro-
posed free trade agreement will be to the 
benefit of both sides. Moreover, we may 
also include barter trade on our agenda to 
solve financing issues. 

We are ready to share our 
economic experience with our 
African brothers 

Turkey’s economic infrastructure has 
repeatedly proven its resilience against 
instability. Our economy is still resilient 
against any potential negative impact that 
may arise from some problems and chal-
lenges we face. For example, even the coup 
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attempt by the FETÖ terrorist organization 
on July 15, 2016 had limited impact on 
our economy. 

Our country currently hosts 3.5 million 
refugees. We conduct military operations 
in various regions to protect our borders 
from the threat of terrorist organizations. 
Our economic indicators are positive de-
spite these challenges. 

Turkey has a unique economic and de-
velopment model. We are ready to share 
our experience rooted in self-confidence 
and rich human capital with our African 
brothers. Our intention in developing our 
relations with Africa is to have long-term 
cooperation. Depleting Africa’s resources 
and adopting modern colonialist models 
are out of the question for us. Our common 
culture, morals and values forbid such an 
approach. We do not consider man “as wolf 
to another man”, but, as the Senegalese 
proverb puts it, as “man’s medicine”. We 
can never consent to the revival of the cru-
el trade in Goree Island. Turkey’s stance 
against the modern colonial order is an 
important dimension of its domestic and 
international efforts. 

When we say “The world is bigger than 5”, 
we refer not only to diplomatic maneu-
vering and security blockades, but also 
express our objection to hypocrisy. A ma-
jor transformation that is quite painful is 
underway in the world today. We all hope 
for a new order that will distribute wel-
fare more equitably. I believe that we can 
reach this goal only if we act together. This 

is why our proposition to Africa is to work 
together, win together, increase our wel-
fare together and strengthen our security 
together. 

The United Nations wants to rule the 
world with an outdated system established 
under the circumstances of World War 
II. Currently, any decision by the 5 per-
manent members of the Security Council 
seals the world’s fate. That is why the struc-
ture of the United Nations must change. 
All states in the world should have a say 
in the decision-making mechanism at the 
United Nations based on a rotation sys-
tem. Senegal and Turkey should also be-
come permanent members of the Security 
Council just like the 5 current permanent 
members. Why do we refrain from discuss-
ing these issues? Does the world consist 
of only these 5 countries? Why shouldn’t 
we be there? Let us remember the position 
that 128 countries took against the United 
States and Israel on the Jerusalem issue. 
It shows that we can win our rights if we 
stand firm. 

Our contractors make us proud

Dear Friends, 

As with all my visits to Africa, I am ac-
companied today by a large delegation of 
business people including Turkish compa-
nies that have a global reputation. There 
are 150 Turkish and 450 Senegalese busi-
ness people here today. This meeting hall 
was built by Turkish contractors. I am told 
that when the former President of France, 
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Mr. Hollande, arrived here for a meeting, 
he asked “whether this hall was built by 
French contractors”. He was told that it 
was built by Turkish contractors. These 
achievements make us proud. Similarly, 
we are proud to see that a Turkish compa-
ny is constructing the airport. I would like 
to thank our Eximbank for their support. 
Our contractors make us proud.

Our aim is to encourage Turkish business 
people to do business in Senegal. We also 
hope that Senegalese business people will 
get to know our country better. If our busi-
ness people know each other better, their 
collaboration will transcend the borders 
of our countries and even our region. The 
flights, Business Council meetings, Joint 
Economic Committee meetings, procure-
ment group visits, fairs and high-level 
meetings demonstrate the intensity and 
sincerity of our efforts. As a matter of fact, 
there have been numerous reciprocal visits 
at the ministerial level. Such visits provide 
an opportunity to address the various as-
pects of the bilateral economic cooperation 
between our countries and reflect our com-
mon will to develop our relations. Turkish 
Airlines shortens the distance between our 
peoples with 7 flights a week and acts as 
a bridge strengthening our ties. Further-
more, 3 cargo flights per week significantly 
contribute to our economic relations. 

The Abdou Diouf International Confer-
ence Center which is the venue of the Tur-
key-Senegal Business Forum today is one 
of the projects built by Turkish contractors 
in Africa. This center is vital both for our 

economic relations and for the “Emerging 
Senegal Plan”. In addition to the confer-
ence center project, Turkish business peo-
ple also completed a project in 10 months 
to increase the capacity for high-quality 
hotels in Senegal. My Esteemed Friend and 
Distinguished President Sall also partici-
pated in the inauguration of this project in 
December as a sign of the importance he 
attaches to projects undertaken by Turkish 
companies. God willing, the Dakar Arena 
Stadium will also be completed shortly to 
serve the Senegalese people culturally and 
socially. 

We will have an opportunity tomorrow to 
visit the Dakar Blaise Diagne Internation-
al Airport built by Turkish companies. We 
appreciate the importance of being a hub 
for air transport in the region and in the 
world. This is the reason why we are cur-
rently building the largest airport of the 
world in Istanbul with an annual capac-
ity of 150 million passengers. The inter-
national airport in Dakar will increase its 
passenger capacity in the near future and 
become one of the biggest airports in Afri-
ca. Senegal’s new position as an important 
hub in air transportation will contribute 
significantly to the country’s economy. 

So far, Turkish companies undertook 29 
projects with a total value of 775 million 
dollars in Senegal. Some of these projects 
have been completed and others are ongo-
ing. Each of these projects ranging from 
the construction of the wholesale market 
building to the truck park, furniture fac-
tory and rail system contributes to the 
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development of Senegal. We regard these 
projects as symbols of a win-win policy 
and hope that their size and volume will 
encourage the Turkish business communi-
ty to do more business in Senegal. 

I would like to take this opportunity to ask 
my friend, distinguished President Sall, to 
continue to support Turkish companies 
and investors who would like to benefit 
from opportunities that Senegal offers. 

Furthermore, I would like to invite the 
Turkish companies that are present here 
as well as others to invest in Senegal. 

I would like to, once again, extend my 
thanks to all participants of the Tur-
key-Senegal Business Forum. 

I salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best.
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Distinguished President and My Esteemed 

Friend, Distinguished Members of the Del-

egation, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I would like to 

first of all welcome my esteemed friend, 

President of the Russian Federation Mr. 

Putin, and his delegation to our country. 

We Will Crown The Centenary 
of Our Republic With a Historic 

Monument in Energy

Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant Groundbreaking Ceremony 
Ankara | April 03, 2018
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Today is a truly historic day for the devel-
opment of our country and our energy co-
operation with the Russian Federation. It is 
a great pleasure for me to break ground for 
the Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant. I would 
like to express my gratitude to President 
Putin and his delegation for sharing our 
enthusiasm on this meaningful day. 

The significant progress achieved by our 
countries in our bilateral relations in the 
last 15 years is an important reference for 
our future. The High-Level Cooperation 
Council which will hold its 7th meeting to-
day is a concrete reflection of the state of 
affairs in our relations. Moreover, we are 
also implementing several strategic pro-
jects together with the Russian Federation. 
Some of these projects are the S-400 Air 
Defense Systems, the TurkStream Natural 
Gas Pipeline and the Akkuyu Nuclear Pow-
er Plant for which we are breaking ground 
today. Furthermore, our countries are also 
engaged in close cooperation to bring an 
end to the threat of terrorism and clashes 
in Syria as soon possible.

Esteemed Friends,

Turkey’s average growth rate between 
2013-2017 was 5.8 percent. In 2017, we 
successfully achieved a growth rate of 7.4 
percent. Our target is to become one of the 
10 largest economies of the world by the 
centenary of our Republic in 2023. This 
will increase our energy requirements. In 
the last 15 years, we implemented oil, nat-
ural gas and renewable energy projects 
that were impossible to dream of in the 

past. We continue to invest in all areas of 
the energy sector as part of our efforts to 
develop energy security. 

Nuclear energy holds a significant place 
in our plans for a reliable and sustainable 
energy supply to our country in the future. 
Currently, 31 countries around the world 
obtain most of their electricity from 450 
nuclear power plants in operation. There 
are currently 55 nuclear power plants un-
der construction in 16 countries. We lay 
the foundations of the world’s 56th nucle-
ar power plant in Akkuyu today. When the 
first reactor of the Akkuyu Nuclear Power 
Plant is commissioned in 2023, Turkey 
will join the family of countries using nu-
clear energy. Thus, we will have crowned 
the centenary of our Republic with a his-
toric monument in energy. 

This plant will contribute to our 
energy security

When the Akkuyu Power Plant becomes 
fully operational, it will single-handedly 
provide 10 percent of our country’s elec-
tricity requirement. This will balance our 
energy portfolio which is currently large-
ly dependent on oil, natural gas and coal. 
Nuclear power plants with no carbon diox-
ide emissions are clean sources of energy. 
Therefore, this plant will contribute to our 
energy security and will play an important 
role against climate change. These efforts 
will also contribute to the training of com-
petent and world-class personnel in nucle-
ar energy. As a matter of fact, hundreds of 
our young people are currently being edu-
cated on nuclear energy in the universities 
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in Russia. God willing, these young people 
will complete their education and assume 
important posts in our country upon their 
return. 

Esteemed Friends,

As with other investments and efforts we 
realized in Turkey, it was our privilege to 
realize the Akkuyu Project, a dream for 
half a century. We worked very closely 
with all Russian authorities, President Pu-
tin in particular, at the political and techni-
cal level from the moment we decided on 
the Akkuyu project. Their cooperation was 
truly commendable. The reason behind 
our swift progress in a short period of time 
on such a complicated project is the spirit 
of cooperation displayed by both parties 
throughout the process. For this, I would 
like to thank first of all my friend Presi-
dent Putin and all other Russian officials. 
Moreover, I would like to thank our Hon-
orable Prime Minister, the Speaker and the 

Parliamentarians of the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey as well as my former 
Ministers of Energy for their support in 
this process. I would also like to extend my 
congratulations to our Minister of Energy 
and Natural Resources who brought this 
project to life by working day and night 
with his team as well as all officials who 
have been part of this project.

We will continue to work together to 
achieve our goal of commissioning the 
first of the 4 reactors of this plant by 2023. 
Similarly, we are determined to maintain 
and expand our cooperation with Russia 
on regional issues.

As we break ground today, I hope that the 
construction of this plant will be complet-
ed as soon as possible and that it will yield 
benefits for both of our countries. 

I salute you with affection and respect. All 
the best. 
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Distinguished Directors of the Turkish Co-
operation and Coordination Agency TİKA, 
Esteemed Country Coordinators of TİKA, 
Distinguished Staff working in our coordi-
nation offices, 

I greet you wholeheartedly with affection.

I hope that this TİKA 2018 Coordinators 
Meeting will lead to beneficial results for 
our country and for the places where you 

If Muslim Countries Were to 
Give Alms to The Needy From 

Their Oil Revenues, There Would 
Be No Unjust Suffering 

TİKA 2018 Coordinators Meeting | Ankara | April 10, 2018
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work. I would like to thank all our friends 
who have been working for TİKA through-
out its existence.

The Turkish Cooperation and Coordina-
tion Agency TİKA extends support to those 
in need through 60 program coordination 
offices in 58 different countries on 5 con-
tinents around the world. We have always 
supported TİKA and we will continue to 
do so in the future. There is an inscription 
on the left side of the Bab-ı Humayun - the 
Imperial Gate - of the Topkapı Palace in 
Istanbul which states “’Ya valiye külli ma-
zlumin’: ‘Shelter for all those in need’”. This 
understanding is why one of the many ti-
tles of the Ottomans was cihanpenah, “the 
shelter of the world”.

We continue to attach special importance 
to the work of our institutions, such as 
TİKA, that extend a helping hand to those 
in need, the oppressed, orphans and the 
downtrodden in order to live up to the leg-
acy passed down from our ancestors. Our 
efforts in many areas in the last 15 years 
have transformed Turkey from a country 
receiving aid into the biggest contributor 
to development aid in the world. With 
6 billion dollars of humanitarian aid in 
2016, Turkey ranked second in the world 
after the United States. In terms of aid as 
a ratio of national income, Turkey ranks 
by far the first with a rate of 75 per thou-
sand. Turkey’s total development aid in 
2017 was announced as 8 billion 140 mil-
lion liras yesterday increasing the ratio 
of development aid to national income to 
95 per thousand. 7.2 billion dollars of the 
development aid provided by Turkey is 

humanitarian aid while the rest is other 
development aid. Last year, we ranked sec-
ond in the world in humanitarian aid with 
6 billion dollars. God willing, it is highly 
probable that we will be at the top of the 
list of countries providing humanitarian 
aid with 7.2 billion dollars unless there is 
an extraordinary increase in the amount 
of aid provided by other countries. We will 
see the result all together when this list is 
announced in a couple of months.

Total figures in development aid vary sig-
nificantly due to the large loans extend-
ed by Western countries to the rest of the 
world. Nevertheless, we rank 6th in the 
world in terms of total development aid 
and 4th in terms of aid as a ratio of national 
income. Our nation and state have always 
been generous throughout history in shar-
ing our means. Thus, we are protecting the 
legacy of our ancestors.

Western countries extend 
development aid based not on 
needs but relevance

Dear Friends, 

We know that unfair distribution of in-
come is the main cause of many problems, 
crises and conflicts around the world. 
Wars between countries and domestic con-
flicts in particular make it even more diffi-
cult, if not impossible, to solve inequality 
in income distribution. When we travel 
to underdeveloped countries, we observe 
millions of people who long for a piece of 
bread or a drop of water. On the other hand, 
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there is a small minority in these countries 
that lead a luxurious and lavish life. 

The ancient people said it so well: 

“Affairs of the world

Add up to four;

I eat but not you 

I am good, but the evil is you”

The world cannot bear the burden of these 
four distorted ideas that are said to con-
stitute its foundation. Therefore, we reach 
out to as many people as our means al-
low, as far away as our hand extends and 
as generously as our hearts can hold. For 
example, we proposed to the Prime Min-
ister of Bangladesh, Ms. Sheikh Hasina, to 
establish a camp for the oppressed people 
of Arakan, but this proposal could not be 
implemented. I would like to take this op-
portunity to commend our Bangladeshi 
brothers and sisters for the services they 
extended to the oppressed people of Ara-
kan. I congratulate them. We provide aid 
not to stir trouble, but to lighten the load 
and contribute to the solution of problems. 
Western countries that seemingly take the 
lead in development aid actually base their 
actions not on needs but on relevance. In 
other words, they provide help only to 
places that serve their political, commer-
cial, regional and global policies. However, 
they do not have any considerable activity 
in other places where people are genuinely 
in need of help.

These countries are far more advanced 
than Turkey in terms of economic power 
and can prevent hunger and poverty in the 
world if they so desired. I will go even fur-
ther and call on the oil-rich Muslim coun-
tries as well. If you were to give alms to the 
people in need only from the revenues of 
oil extracted on your land, there would be 
no unfair suffering. Is this done? No, it is 
not. It is stated that the amount of food 
wasted in Western countries would actu-
ally feed all the hungry in the rest of the 
world. We can use the same analogy and 
say that it is possible to provide minimum 
welfare to the rest of the world by using the 
money spent by the West to stir up trouble, 
incite terrorist organizations and turn peo-
ple against each other. The plight of the 
poor people in the world can be lifted just 
by the amount of money spent for wars in 
the Middle East. Needless to say, this has 
never been our way of doing things and 
it will never be; our actions are based on 
what we believe. 

Dear Friends, 

Our country is hosting 4.5 million refu-
gees, the highest number in the world, and 
3.5 million of them are Syrians. Despite the 
heavy price we pay, we are determined to 
maintain our cross-border operations to 
provide a safer, peaceful and prosperous 
future to our Syrian brothers and sisters in 
their own homeland. 

Unfortunately, we find few friends in our 
fight against terrorist organizations. In 
fact, we see that many of the countries that 
preach democracy and freedom stand with 
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terrorist organizations because their inter-
ests lie in that direction. Today, there are 
sharp differences of opinion between us 
and these countries. For example, we want 
to create safe zones in Syria; they want 
blood and fire to spread everywhere. We 
want the Syrian people to live in peace on 
their own land; they want the Syrian peo-
ple to slay and destroy each other. We want 
to transform the Syrian cities into places 
to live by rebuilding the infrastructure 
and buildings, for example through TİKA 
which was established specifically for 
this reason; they want to burn everything 
down, leaving nothing behind if possible. 
We want the Syrians to build a new future 
for themselves and leave behind 7 years 
of continuous nightmare; they want chaos 
and conflict to last forever. It is possible to 
extend this list of contrasts. 

We will respond to those who 
brought Syria to this state by 
bringing the country back to 
life

It saddens me to see that the voices of the 
countries that support terrorism are clearly 
audible despite the current state of affairs. 
They even criticize Turkey. Turkey did not 
put any civilians in harm’s way during its 
operations while the Regime and the pow-
ers that are purportedly fighting against 
Daesh massacred almost one million civil-
ians. Nonetheless, we watch bitterly as our 
country is constantly criticized over harm-
ing civilians. We are determined to ensure 
the revival, reconstruction and rise of Syr-
ia to the chagrin of organizations and pow-

ers that swore to level Syria to the ground. 
We know that they will not feel shame and 
their hearts will not soften, but we will not 
change course because of the decency we 
inherit from our ancestors. 

Dear Friends,

We pursue this understanding not only in 
the case of Syria but also as we extend de-
velopment aid around the world. We now 
provide aid to 170 countries. We provide 
aid to Muslims and non-Muslims alike. 
TİKA was first established to provide devel-
opment aid to the five independent Turk-
ish Republics in Central Asia. However, 
we considered this scope to be too narrow 
and expanded the work of TİKA from the 
Balkans to the Middle East, from Africa to 
Latin America and from South Asia to the 
Pacific. While TİKA implemented a total 
of 2 thousand 500 projects in the 10 years 
prior to our tenure in government, it now 
implements 2 thousand projects annually. 
Projects are focused on teaching those in 
need how to fish rather than giving them 
the fish, although aid is sometimes provid-
ed directly where needed. 

Some of the countries TİKA reaches out to 
are difficult to locate on the map. For exam-
ple, 4 marine ambulances were provided 
to the Solomon Islands in the South Pacific 
to facilitate access to healthcare services. A 
stadium with a capacity of 5 thousand in 
the Comoros and a primary school in Co-
lombia were completed. 

TİKA never acts randomly or in a self-serv-
ing manner when picking projects. TİKA 
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takes into consideration the human and 
natural resources of a country before 
building the infrastructure in that country. 
This is why approximately 80 percent of 
TİKA’s projects aim to improve social in-
frastructure by focusing on employment, 
education, healthcare, women, children 
and communication. This is the reason 
why rehabilitation centers for women 
were opened in Cambodia, Nigeria, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Somalia 
and Bangladesh. This is the reason why 
a mother and child health hospital in Ni-
geria, a children’s clinic in Macedonia, a 
bone marrow hospital in Uzbekistan and 
a maternity hospital in Tunisia were estab-
lished.

Unlike those who are hostile to all kinds 
of development and improvement in 
the name of environmentalism, we im-
plemented major projects to protect the 
environment. We supported our Uzbek 
brothers and sisters through afforesta-
tion, agriculture and animal husband-
ry projects as they faced one of the most 
important environmental disasters of the 
last century with the drying up of the Aral 
Sea. We supported children and took an 
important step against desertification by 
planting 100 thousand moringa oleifera 
trees in Burkina Faso. We demonstrated 
our respect for history through more than 
100 restoration projects in 18 countries on 
three continents only in the last 3 years. 

TİKA was founded to establish relations 
with the Turkish world, but we did not 
limit its activities to Central Asia. Instead, 
we reached out to a wide range of people 

from Gagauz Turks to Hazaras, from Ahıs-
ka Turks to Turkmens. We delivered a very 
comprehensive Turkish dictionary to all 
prestigious libraries and universities of 
the world. There were many other activi-
ties such as the building of a hospital, mass 
housing and an olive oil factory in Gazza 
and setting up of a Turkish village in Sri 
Lanka. 

Above all, Somalia is a unique example 
where we implemented a new model for 
the world in terms of development aid. 
Heeding Somalia’s call for help after a 
great drought in 2011, we immediately 
rushed to help our friends. When everyone 
stood by to watch the disaster in Somalia, 
we rolled up our sleeves and discussed 
what to do. I, my wife, my children and my 
friends altogether rushed to the aid of our 
Somalian brothers and sisters. We joined 
forces with our state and our nation and 
started to work on projects in the field of 
education, healthcare, agriculture, trans-
portation, security and administrative ca-
pacity in order to get the country back on 
its feet. We describe our actions in Somalia 
as the Turkish Development Aid Model. I 
would also like to express our appreciation 
regarding the iftar dinners and other activ-
ities organized by TİKA during Ramadan 
around the world. 

We will never resort to 
hypocrisy 

Dear Friends, 

The first thing that countries do when 
faced with political, social or economic 
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problems is to diminish the amount of 
development aid. Turkey, however, has in-
creased its development aid even during 
very challenging times. We always seek 
to cooperate with our counterparts on an 
equal footing without hurting, exploiting 
or belittling them. What does our beloved 
Prophet (pbuh) instruct us? “The left hand 
shall not see what the right hand gives in 
charity.” This is the standard we adhere to. 
We have placed humanitarian diploma-
cy at the center of our foreign policy. The 
summits we host are a clear expression of 
our focus. The World Humanitarian Sum-
mit in 2016, the Conferences on Least De-
veloped Countries in 2011 and 2016, the 
13th Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, the International Conference 
on Somalia and the G20 Summit where 
we addressed the problems of the least de-
veloped countries in particular are among 
such meetings. 

International organizations were also 
drawn to our sincere efforts to extend de-
velopment aid. We specifically focused 
on the 47 least developed countries while 
others worked to foster their political and 
commercial interests under the pretense 
of providing aid. Many countries fell short 
of fulfilling the commitments they made 
during the summits, but we exceeded our 
commitment by providing more than 2 bil-
lion dollars in aid to these countries from 
2008 to 2015. God willing, we will contin-
ue on this path. We will never lose sight of 
the need to share our growing prosperity 
with those in need.

My expectation from the valuable repre-
sentatives of TİKA in this room is that you 
never forget the words of Yunus Emre. 

“I did not come to fight

I am here for love

Friends reside in one’s heart

So, I’ve come to win some hearts”

Yes, all I ask of you is to find your way into 
the hearts of people. Let others plot and 
scheme for their interests, for oil, mines, 
gold, land, cheap labor. We will never re-
sort to such hypocrisy. Whatever we do, we 
will do it sincerely and from the heart. We 
will try to find our way into the hearts of 
people. 

I regard each of our TİKA coordinators as 
our people on the frontier, a forward unit 
of Turkey’s soft power. I consider our local 
personnel as our companions who share 
our feelings in this blessed cause. May the 
blessings and mercy of Allah be upon you.

I would like to thank all members of TİKA 
for their services to our country and, in 
particular, our brother Serdar Çam whose 
successful work we have been closely fol-
lowing for years. I wish you all success in 
your work. 

I salute you with respect and affection. All 
the best.



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

355

Distinguished Entrepreneurs, Esteemed 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to greet all of you wholeheart-
edly and with respect. I hope that the Global 
Entrepreneurship Congress will yield bene-

ficial results for our country, our nation, our 
business community and all entrepreneurs. 

I would like to congratulate the Turkish 
Ministry of Economy, the Turkish Export-
ers Assembly, the Union of Chambers and 

Ideals Become a Reality 
If You Have Big Dreams 

We Will Produce Our Own 
Automobile As Well As 

Our Own Airplane

Global Entrepreneurship Congress | İstanbul | April 16, 2018
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Commodity Exchanges of Turkey and the 
Habitat Association for organizing this 
congress which, I believe, contributes to 
our endeavors to make Istanbul a global 
center for entrepreneurship. This congress 
is regarded as the most comprehensive 
meeting that brings together stakeholders 
within the entrepreneurship ecosystem. I 
would like to extend my thanks to every-
one for their attendance, the speakers for 
their valuable contributions and the par-
ticipants for taking part in the activities.

I believe that the Turkish nation has a 
unique entrepreneurial spirit. We meet 
many Turkish people in our country and 
abroad who started out with just a suitcase 
in their hand and then, in 5 to 10 years, es-
tablished companies with significant turn-
over, accumulated assets and created com-
mercial networks. All these success stories 
are not exceptional cases; they are actually 
quite common. 

We should translate this existing entrepre-
neurial potential into even greater achieve-
ments by employing the right methods 
and incentives. Unfortunately, we do have 
a habit of doing things by trial and error 
or from scratch. However, as in other areas, 
there is already vast know-how regarding 
entrepreneurship in the world and in our 
country, and we should learn how to har-
ness this know-how. I hope that this con-
gress is going to be a turning point for our 
entrepreneurs in this regard. 

Esteemed Friends, 

Thanks to the reforms we have implement-
ed in the last 15 years, our country has up-
graded its democracy and economy. Conse-
quently, Turkey was able to attract nearly 
180 billion dollars of foreign investment 
between 2006 and 2017 alone. One should 
bear in mind that this achievement was re-
alized in the context of the global financial 
crisis in 2008, events that took place in Syr-
ia and Iraq, continuous attacks against our 
country since 2013, and the July 15 coup 
attempt. I believe that we could have dou-
bled or tripled these foreign investment 
figures had there been greater stability.

Recent investments in Turkey are amongst 
the 10 largest investments in the world. 
One of these investments is the new airport 
being constructed in Istanbul. This airport, 
which will be inaugurated at the end of this 
year, is one of the three biggest airports in 
the world in terms of capacity. It is built by 
a consortium of 5 entrepreneurs. 

When we came to power 15 years ago, we 
said, “The state will not act like a trades-
man, we will not engage in trade. We are 
withdrawing the state from commercial 
activities; we are leaving this realm entire-
ly to entrepreneurs and we will grow with 
their support.” We kept our promise. 

The environment of stability 
and confidence attracts  
global capital 
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We rank first among the G20 countries and 
second among the OECD countries with a 
growth rate of 7.4 percent last year. Tur-
key’s success story in growth can be put in 
context when compared with the average 
growth rate in the European Union which 
was 2.4 percent. Between 2003 and 2017, 
our average growth rate was 5.8 percent. 
This year, for the first time in our history, 
the total amount of public and private in-
vestments will exceed 1 trillion liras. This 
marks an almost four-fold increase from 
2002. Our national income also increased 
by approximately four times from 236 bil-
lion dollars to 860 billion dollars. Today, 
Turkey is the 17th largest economy in the 
world in terms of gross national income 
and the 13th largest economy in terms of 
purchasing power parity. There is confi-
dence and stability in Turkey. It is this en-
vironment of confidence and stability that 
attracts global capital to Turkey. Our en-
trepreneurs could not have made progress 
on their own without global investors and 
their interest in our country. These devel-
opments also paved the way for our entre-
preneurs to reach out to third countries. 

Our exports have grown from 36 billion 
dollars to 160 billion dollars and employ-
ment has increased from 19.6 million peo-
ple to 28.3 million. The number of tourists 
visiting our country increased from 13 
million to 32 million and our tourism rev-
enues from 12.4 billion dollars to 26.3 bil-
lion dollars. There was a difficult period in 
the tourism sector because of the coup at-
tempt, but we resolved most of these chal-
lenges and will solve all remaining ones. 

We have very high expectations from the 
tourism industry this year. God willing, we 
will host 36 million tourists this year. 

Our foreign exchange reserves were as 
high as 148 billion dollars, up from 38 bil-
lion dollars. However, these reserves cur-
rently stand at about 110 billion dollars. 
God willing, our reserves will soon reach 
record levels again. 

We did not neglect fiscal discipline in the 
public sector while achieving these growth 
rates. We reduced the debt to GDP ratio 
from 60 percent to 8.4 percent. However, 
we cannot rest on our laurels. Our country 
boasts an even greater potential. We have 
a young and dynamic population. Turkey 
needs this young population. What lies at 
the heart of entrepreneurship? People. In-
deed, we have that potential. We need peo-
ple with entrepreneurial spirit. We need to 
cultivate these entrepreneurs together. 

Turkey is at the crossroads of Asia and Eu-
rope and serves as a strategic regional hub 
that appeals to billions of people. Turkey 
is connected to a vast geography through 
commerce, industry, education, health, 
tourism and agriculture. Our goal is to 
make best use of this position and make 
Turkey one of the ten largest economies of 
the world. To do this, we are determined to 
engage in more investment, more produc-
tion, more exports and more employment. 

We are of course aware that bigger goals 
require bigger reforms. That is why we 
provide significant support and incentive 
mechanisms to entrepreneurs and inves-
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tors. Within the last few weeks, we took two 
important steps, one for the improvement 
of the investment climate and another step 
to provide incentives to strategic invest-
ments. Initially, we granted incentive cer-
tificates to 23 projects with a total invest-
ment value of 135 billion liras under the 
scope of a project-based incentive program. 
These investments will contribute 6 billion 
318 million dollars to our export volume 
and reduce our imports by 12 billion 313 
dollars while creating 34 thousand direct 
and 134 thousand indirect jobs. I hope that 
the broad range of incentives from tax ex-
emption to free allocation of land will cre-
ate value for our business community and 
our entrepreneurs. 

We streamlined many activities includ-
ing the incorporation of companies and 
bank mortgages for investors in order to 
improve the investment climate. This ini-
tiative is still ongoing and when it is com-
plete, we will be able to introduce more 
incentives.

All states must relieve the  
pressure on exchange rates

Esteemed Friends, 

The focus in politics and commerce are 
shifting in the world. In the past, it was all 
about global policies, global companies 
and global production. However, people 
now realize that the world is too big to be 
managed from a single place with a uni-
form approach. Today, regional and local 
initiatives are becoming more and more 
important. 

One of the weaknesses of the previous sys-
tem was that economy and politics were far 
too intertwined. Too much economic pow-
er warranted interventions in the political 
arena and consequently, governments and 
societies had to take some countermeas-
ures. Turkey had similar problems as well. 
We realized that the agreements signed 
with the IMF in order to overhaul our 
economy were becoming an instrument of 
political tutelage. Therefore, we terminat-
ed our agreement with the IMF after pay-
ing our 23.5 billion-dollar debt. 

When we first came to power, I had a meet-
ing with the IMF Managing Director and 
there was an interesting dialog between us. 
During that meeting, the IMF Managing 
Director conveyed some political requests. 
My response was as follows: “You are here 
to provide financial support to us. You are 
not here to impose administrative and po-
litical projects. If you are here to give finan-
cial support, do it. We know how to govern 
our own country and we will pay our debt 
to the last penny.” After that exchange, we 
never took out another loan from the IMF 
and paid our outstanding debt of 23.5 bil-
lion dollars on time.

Why did I tell you this? International or-
ganizations that are established by coun-
tries with an entrepreneurial spirit have to 
be designed properly. Who established the 
IMF? Some countries. To give you an ex-
ample, during the G20 meeting, I suggest-
ed that we “borrow in gold, not in dollars”. 
Because when countries borrow in dollars, 
they are under pressure from the foreign 
exchange rate. All states must relieve the 
pressure on the exchange rate. 
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We have not forgotten the panic in Europe 
as a result of the refugee flows and the in-
human measures that were taken there-
after. Turkey on the other hand has been 
shouldering this burden patiently for 7 
years. We opened our doors and homes to 
them without leaving anyone to the mercy 
of villains or to drown at sea. Although the 
promises given to our country were not 
kept, we have not budged an inch from our 
humanitarian stance. 

That is not all. We also kept a tight rein 
on terrorist organizations that have been 
the root cause of the refugee influx to our 
country and posed a threat to us from Syr-
ian territory. 

I would like to reiterate that Turkey does 
not have its eyes on anyone’s territory. 
The operations that we are running right 
now serve two purposes; first to eliminate 
threats against our country and second to 
create safe, peaceful and habitable zones 
in Syria for the refugees who currently live 
in Turkey. As a matter of fact, hundreds of 
thousands of refugees returned to the safe 
zones that we created in Syria. The areas 
controlled by Turkey are considered to be 
the only places safe enough to return. Sta-
bility will not be ensured in Syria as long as 
the oppression, persecutions and the mur-
ders by the regime and the terrorist organ-
izations continue to take place. Therefore, 
we will carry on with our operations in the 

region for the safety of our people, the Syri-
an people, the European people and finally 
the entire world. 

Esteemed Friends, 

We have noteworthy projects in the de-
fense industry. We are determined to take 
well-balanced and consistent steps in the 
economy. Others tried to slow us down 
every time we took a step forward in the 
economy and in politics. For example, 
some of our friends declined our demand 
for armed or unarmed unmanned aerial 
vehicles for various reasons. As a result, we 
started producing our own armed and un-
armed UAVs. We will produce other things 
as well. I believe Ali Sabancı will not have 
to purchase his airplanes from abroad. Mr. 
Sabancı, we have to take the necessary 
steps to make it happen. Our entrepre-
neurs have to make it happen.

As you know, five Turkish entrepreneurs 
started an initiative to produce automo-
biles domestically. We will manufacture 
automobiles that will be 100 percent 
made-in-Turkey. We will manufacture our 
own airplanes. Ideals become a reality if 
you dream big. 

I hope that this meeting will yield benefi-
cial results. I would like to welcome you to 
our beautiful city of Istanbul again. I salute 
you with respect and affection. 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Officials of the Presidency 
of Religious Affairs, Distinguished Guests, 
My Beloved Brothers, Ladies and Gentle-
men,

I greet you wholeheartedly. Assalamu alai-
kum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh. May 
the peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be 
upon you.

Welcome to Turkey and the magnificent 
city of Istanbul, a capital of civilizations 

“Project-Based” 
Terrorists Try to 

Smear Islam

Opening Session of the World Muslim Minorities Summit
İstanbul | April 16, 2018
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and Islam. I am pleased to host you in this 
beautiful city worthy of praise from Proph-
et Muhammad (pbuh). I am grateful to Al-
mighty Allah for bringing us together with 
this spirit of brotherhood. I express my 
gratitude to the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs as well as all other institutions for 
their efforts to organize this summit.

As the President mentioned a moment ago, 
we are hosting approximately 250 Muslim 
religious leaders, representatives, schol-
ars, academicians and authors from more 
than 100 countries here today. Our broth-
ers in Islam come from all four corners of 
the globe, from South Africa to Argentina, 
Sri Lanka to Mexico, Europe to America 
and India. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my special thanks to our 
distinguished guests for travelling from 
thousands and tens of thousands of kilom-
eters away to contribute to this important 
meeting.

I am of the opinion that the first World 
Muslim Minorities Summit organized in 
our country will provide a good opportuni-
ty to discuss the problems of the ummah, 
find solutions to these problems and ex-
plore broad-based cooperation schemes. 
In addition, I believe that this summit will 
strengthen the friendship, solidarity and 
communication between our brothers who 
come from different parts of the world. I 
pray that the consultations, criticisms and 
ideas that will be expressed here for the 
next four days will bring about positive re-
sults for the Islamic world.

At the outset, I would like to start by em-
phasizing an important point. There is no 

doubt that it is important to identify prob-
lems and find solutions to them. However, 
it is even more important to implement 
the decisions that are taken. Otherwise, 
all the time and effort put into these ide-
as will have been in vain. My compass 
throughout my political and administra-
tive life has been based on four principles. 
I repeat these four principles to young 
people very often since they represent our 
future. “Read, think, implement, achieve.” 
If this chain of four principles is broken 
at any point, it becomes impossible to 
achieve our goals.

Therefore, it is very important to imple-
ment the decisions that will be taken in 
the next four days during the debates and 
discussions at this summit. If necessary, a 
separate platform or an institutional struc-
ture within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation where we currently serve as 
President may be established to ensure the 
continuation of the work that will be initi-
ated here. I believe that the World Muslim 
Minorities Summit will constitute an ex-
ample in this respect.

A believer cannot remain 
isolated from his community

My Dear Brothers,

We love one another for Allah’s sake and 
meet to fulfill His purpose. We may be of 
different race, language or culture, but we 
are united in our belief in the same religion, 
Prophet (pbuh) and Holy Book. Our differ-
ences can never detract us from our broth-
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erhood and love. We may be separated by 
thousands of kilometers, but our hearts all 
face Qibla. We are of the same ummah al-
though we may have different citizenship 
and hold different passports. Allah refers 
to this in the Surat-al-Hujurat as, “Believ-
ers are but brothers.” The rest of the verse 
urges to “make settlement between broth-
ers.” Yes, it is interesting that Muslims are 
tasked with “mediation” immediately after 
being reminded of their brotherhood.

There is no discrimination in Islam. How-
ever, do we see discrimination among 
Muslims? Unfortunately, yes. In fact, we 
see how this discrimination violently plays 
out in some regions in the Islamic world 
when both the killer and the victim shout 
“Allahu Akbar”. The whole situation is in-
comprehensible. There was a time when 
our forefathers put pages of the Quran on 
their spears to kill and be killed. We must 
reverse the course of the same history re-
peating itself today. 

It is natural for Muslims to have disagree-
ments, resentments and, from time to 
time, even fights and conflict in the normal 
course of life. “Brothers at War” is part of 
humanity since the time of Cain and Abel. 
There was continued discussion and de-
bate in the Islamic world after the passing 
of the Prophet (pbuh). Unfortunately, there 
have been times when these tensions led to 
wars where brothers fought against broth-
ers and aimed their swords at each other 
as in the Battle of Siffin and the Battle of 
Jamal. 

Our religion, Islam, asks the believers to 
find ways of solving these worldly chal-

lenges instead of neglecting them. The law 
of brotherhood in Islam requires support-
ing other believers, sharing their problems 
and even being involved in solving them. 
A believer cannot isolate himself from the 
community he lives in. A believer cannot, 
for whatever reason, resort to indifference 
or callousness. A believer has the respon-
sibility to engage and help solve problems 
between brothers, neighbors and friends. 
In other words, a true believer in Islam 
does not “let sleeping dogs lie” or just do 
nothing.

Muslims are always actively engaged in life 
and set an example to others with their ed-
ucation, trade, attitude and morality. Mus-
lims are always trustworthy; they are peo-
ple of their word and actions. Muslims are 
so well integrated in the community that 
they are unable to sleep when their neigh-
bors go hungry. It was for these reasons that 
our religion spread mainly through writing, 
trade and learning instead of by the power 
of the sword. This has been why wise peo-
ple, for centuries, carried the flag of Islam 
in their hearts. Therefore, we must all be ac-
tively engaged in life wherever we are and 
whatever we do. We must help our brothers 
overcome the problems and challenges they 
face and try to unravel the tensions, prob-
lems and challenges that engulf us. 

At the moment, we are unable to solve our 
own problems and conflicts. Others who 
are not part of Islam wish to solve our 
problems for us. What happens when they 
try to solve problems? Barrel bombs start 
raining down. These bombs are character-
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ized in different ways; sometimes, they are 
called chemical weapons. At other times, 
they become conventional weapons. These 
types of weapons are treated differently. 
Why? Because they say there are treaties! 
They say that these treaties are valid only 
for chemical weapons! To me, type of the 
weapon is irrelevant if it ends up killing 
people. To every one thousand people 
killed in the Middle East with chemical 
weapons, hundreds of thousands of people 
have been killed with conventional weap-
ons. However, no one seems to care about 
these deaths. 

The West uses Islamophobia  
to impose its ideology

Dear Friends,

I believe that these observations are very 
important under the current circumstanc-
es. Since the terror attacks on 9/11, Mus-
lims are being attacked in all directions 
and in many ways. They try to cast a dark 
shadow over our future and aim to deprive 
us of our rights and freedoms by using 
gangs with blood on their hands. Terror 
attacks by packs of murderers such as 
Daesh, Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab and FETÖ 
not only harm us, but also provide Islam-
ophobes with long-awaited opportunities. 
No one cares about the innocence of Mus-
lims who are brutally massacred by these 
organizations or whose lives are never the 
same as a result of these attacks. The blame 
for these brutal murders is laid squarely on 
believers and our religion. Many Western 

countries are fanning these flames to stifle 
their internal problems. They are not inno-
cent at all; they are indecent. They are the 
ones who carried out the worst massacres. 
Nonetheless, they have no shame in point-
ing their finger at us. Did they not murder 
5 million people in Algeria? They should 
be held accountable for such actions and, 
I might add, many others. 

The West uses Islamophobia to impose its 
ideology and lifestyle. Islam is smeared by 
project-based terrorists, even though it is 
the only religion that can solve the crises 
of modern men. This is the reason why cul-
tural racism, xenophobia and Islamopho-
bia are rampant in many developed coun-
tries and even Neo-Nazis can rise to power.

Today, attacks against Muslims and ref-
ugees are routine in many countries that 
purportedly defend democracy and the 
rule of law. Businesses, homes and places 
of worship of Muslims are targeted by rac-
ists and fascist groups almost every day. 
Attacks against Muslims are ongoing in 
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and 
France. Muslim women are harassed on 
the street, in the market and in the work-
place only because they put on a scarf. A 
case in point is France. France expelled 
the Roma despite the acquis of the Euro-
pean Union. They think they have a right 
to discriminate. However, this is not our 
view. People with names such as Ahmed, 
Mohammed, Ali and Mustafa have a hard 
time finding jobs in the public or the pri-
vate sector. Muslim children are deprived 
of their rights to education on flimsy 
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grounds. It is as if the Great Prophet (pbuh) 
foreshadowed our time when he said in a 
hadith; “There will come a time when the 
one holding on to religion will be like the 
one holding on to hot coals.” Muslim mi-
norities in particular are facing pressure 
and oppression similar to that which has 
been described by our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh). Worse still, there are hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims who are massacred 
or displaced simply because they are Mus-
lims. We have millions of brothers who suf-
fer persecution and oppression in, among 
others, Arakan, Turkistan, Sri Lanka and 
some Central African countries because of 
their ethnic and religious identity. Tens of 
millions of Muslims are forced to convert 
by missionaries or have their children tak-
en away from them.

Brothers,

As Muslim minorities living in different 
parts of the world, you have personal expe-
rience of these problems. You face Islamo-
phobia in your countries and bear its brunt 
more than anyone else. Your attitude and 
stance will be very important in this pro-
cess. As Muslims, the task before us vis-à-
vis this deteriorating situation is clear. As I 
stated at the beginning of my remarks, we 
should never be intimidated by attacks or 
withdraw to our shell. Historically, Mus-
lims have had no problem living in peace 
with people who believe in other religions. 
All ancient Islamic Centers including 
Al-Andalus, Istanbul, Damascus, Cairo, 
Timbuktu and Jerusalem have been home 
to many religions.

We must join forces, increase our dialog 
and strengthen our cooperation to disrupt 
the conspiracy against us. We must not al-
low our young people to be drawn into a 
dilemma between “pacifism or violence” 
by these project-owners. We must never 
give up on our rights, we must always in-
tegrate with the community we live in and 
we must never allow those who defy law 
and morality to take the upper hand. We 
will do our utmost to legitimately protect 
our rights. We must make use of our expe-
rience, develop ourselves in many fields 
and look for ways of becoming influential 
in politics, education, trade and culture.

Even Muslim leaders fail to 
grasp the significance of  
“The world is bigger than 5”

We should not allow our ethnic and cultur-
al differences to harm the spirit of brother-
hood between us and to become a seditious 
tool for tyrants. There is a fine but clear dis-
tinction between identifying with one’s na-
tion and nationality, and racism. Further-
more, he who gives greater credence to his 
ethnic identity over his religious identity 
is ignorant because we are Muslims first, 
and then Turks, Arabs, Persians, Africans, 
Pashtuns, Somalians, Malays, Indians or 
Kurds. These identities do not contradict, 
but rather complement our Islamic broth-
erhood; they are inseparable. Our faith tells 
us to “love the creator because of the creat-
ed”. We love people because they are hon-
orable. As the Quran cites, “The reason we 
made you of different tribes and families is 
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so that you may know each other.” Our be-
loved Prophet (pbuh) refers to this in his fi-
nal sermon as “An Arab has no superiority 
over a non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have 
any superiority over an Arab; except by pi-
ety.” We have no choice but to consider Is-
lam as our common denominator and love 
each other for the sake and mercy of Allah. 
I am convinced that we can strengthen our 
unity and togetherness if we apply these 
fundamental teachings and act decisively 
in the global arena.

Dear Brothers,

Distinguished Guests,

Much like a compass, Muslims firmly plant 
one foot in their own society and focus on 
their own issues while visiting the world 
with the other one. In our faith we belong 
to the 1.7 billion strong in the Islamic world 
even as we are part of the 7 billion people 
who make up humanity. As a member of 
the ummah, we share a common responsi-
bility for ourselves, our families, neighbors 
and billions of brothers. We have an obli-
gation to protect Syrian victims, children 
in Yemen who are dying of hunger and dis-
ease and the Palestinian children. We must 
defend our rights over Jerusalem, that no-
ble and sacred hearth which is the apple 
of our eye, at the expense of our lives. We 
cannot remain indifferent to the problems 
of our brothers as we deal with our own. 
We must be in the field against the double 
standards imposed on Muslims when their 
lives and livelihoods are at stake. 

We all observe how Western powers create 
havoc when things go against their inter-
est. For example, we know that these coun-
tries can come running from thousands 
of kilometers away like hounds sniffing 
blood when oil, gold, diamonds or market 
share issues make an appearance. On the 
other hand, we are also aware of how they 
can dismiss with a shrug the massacres in 
Palestine, the genocide in Arakan, and the 
oppression in neighboring Syria that cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of inno-
cent people. The problem is not only one 
of turning their backs on the plight of the 
innocent. The real problem is their effort 
to translate humanitarian crises, conflict 
and civil war into opportunity instead of 
preventing them. Their goal is to exploit 
the resources of a country on the pretext 
of fighting Daesh while supporting new 
terrorist organizations to serve their ends.

Another problem is the fact that organiza-
tions such as the United Nations Security 
Council which, on paper, has a responsi-
bility to ensure global stability have them-
selves become the greatest obstacle to 
peace and security. As Turkey, we express 
our concerns with respect to this dou-
ble standard that holds the world system 
hostage in every platform by saying “The 
world is bigger than 5”. Unfortunately, 
even the leaders of Muslim countries fail 
to grasp the significance of “The world is 
bigger than 5”. This is because they, too, are 
used to policies of slavery. When we speak 
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face to face with Muslim leaders, they 
agree with us. This being the case, we must 
act because, otherwise, we will not be able 
to solve these issues. 

What counts is quality,  
not quantity

On the other hand, we continue to witness 
hypocrisy by our so-called friends and allies 
regarding our operations across the border 
to fight terrorism. Western countries con-
stantly criticize the legitimate measures 
we have taken against FETÖ which mar-
tyred 251 citizens on the night of July 15 
and wounded another 2 thousand 193 peo-
ple. The PKK which massacred almost 50 
thousand people is playing games with the 
alphabet to forfeit our sacrifice in the last 
34 years against them. On the other hand, 
these same circles do not utter a single 
word when young people are massacred 
by Israel at the Gaza border. Those who 
harshly criticize us in our legitimate strug-
gle have nothing to say when Palestinians 
are shot dead before cameras. Countries 
that point fingers at our country over so-
called journalists who are imprisoned for 
theft, extortion or terrorist crimes almost 
applaud the killing of journalists whose 
only “crime” is to document Israel’s massa-
cres. Those who pressure Islamic countries 
about minority rights turn a blind eye to 
ethnic cleansing against Muslim minori-
ties in many African and Asian countries.

Brothers,

We cannot allow this hypocrisy to divert 
us from our path and legitimate struggle. 
Muslims must work for justice and law 
in the world for the sake of Allah. We are 
charged with fulfilling the means to this 
end. Our responsibility is to carry the flag 
of Almighty Allah to the top. Our broth-
erhood is the greatest source of strength 
on this journey. We will remain steadfast 
as Muslims to the extent we cherish our 
brotherhood. If Muslims act as ordained 
by Allah, no mortal power can stop them. 

There are no obstacles for a community 
united in hearts, faith, hope and compas-
sion. Being a minority in a country is no 
disadvantage. As Allah heralds, “Many a 
minority have persevered over many a 
majority by the grace of Allah.” History is 
replete with examples of many minorities 
that were able to dominate and direct com-
munities that had the upper hand. As our 
own poet of independence Mehmet Akif 
says:

“Enemies cannot exploit a nation that is 
not afflicted with discord,

Cannons fail to intimidate when hearts 
beat together.”

Yes, the whole point is to act as one, work 
together and build our efforts like bricks in 
a wall. Strength lies not in quantity, i.e. the 
population numbers, but in quality. 
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God willing, this summit will be an oppor-
tunity to enhance the spirit of cooperation 
and solidarity between Muslim communi-
ties. I believe that all of you will feel strong-
er and more hopeful as you leave here at 
the end of these four days.

With these thoughts, I would like to con-
clude my remarks. May Allah make our 
brotherhood and affection for each other 
last eternally. I pray to Allah that we are 

never denied the Light of the Holy Quran 
and we are guided on our path of righteous-
ness by our beloved Muhammad Mustafa. 
I rejoice with you during these holy three 
months. Please convey my messages of 
friendship and brotherhood as well as our 
greetings to your countries and people. 

I salute you all wholeheartedly. May the 
mercy and blessings of Allah be upon you. 
All the best. 
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Mr. President, Distinguished Members of 
the Foreign Economic Relations Board, 
Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed Guests, 

I would like to greet you wholeheartedly. 

I hope that this General Assembly of the 
Foreign Economic Relations Board DEİK 

will yield positive results for our country, 
our nation, the business community and 
members of DEİK. I would like to express 
my thanks to all colleagues who have con-
tributed to the work of DEİK since its es-
tablishment. 

I follow very closely the work of the council 
established to support the Turkish private 

We Bear No Ill Will Against Our 
Business People

DEİK General Assembly | İstanbul | April 21, 2018
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sector in promoting foreign trade, access-
ing new external markets and increasing 
exports.

DEİK is providing important services 
through 101 founding organizations, 135 
bilateral business councils, 5 sectoral busi-
ness councils and 2 special purpose busi-
ness councils. We support the activities or-
ganized by our business people under the 
umbrella of DEİK during our international 
visits. In our discussions with our coun-
terparts during these visits, we bring up 
problems encountered by institutions and 
companies with a view to solving them. 
Frankly speaking, I do not know of any oth-
er president in our country who has shown 
such close interest to the problems of the 
business community and who specifically 
addressed these issues during his interna-
tional meetings. In doing so, we do not dis-
criminate between business people; we are 
not interested in who they are, what they 
believe in, their origins or political views. 
For us, the impact of their problems on our 
country, nation and state have always been 
more important; everything else pales in 
comparison. 

We covered significant distance in the 
last 15 years in close collaboration with 
the business community. The size of your 
businesses and the value of the companies 
represented by members here have grown 
tens of times in the last 15 years. Goals 
which seemed unattainable for our entre-
preneurs and investors yesterday have, 
thankfully, become just a matter of time 
and planning today. As a result of these 

developments and our growing self-con-
fidence, our exports grew from 36 billion 
dollars to 160 billion dollars. However, we 
have bigger goals. Our goal is to raise for-
eign trade to 1 trillion dollars and national 
income to 2 trillion dollars in Turkey. We 
have a pact with the business community 
to reach these goals; we will work tirelessly 
and achieve our 2023 goals. 

We must increase investments

Dear Colleagues, 

Turkey lies at the heart of a geography that 
has maintained its importance throughout 
history as a center of attraction. Our coun-
try is at the crossroads of not only the con-
tinents of Europe, Asia and Africa, but also 
of different cultures and economies. From 
this point of view, the economic potential 
of our country is not limited to our own 
market. A commercial enterprise based in 
Turkey has access to 1.6 billion people with 
a total income of 30 trillion dollars within 
a few hours of flight time. Therefore, what 
could be more attractive than investing in 
a country like Turkey? Turkey received 
180 billion dollars of foreign direct invest-
ment from 2006 through the end of 2017. 
However, we consider this level of invest-
ment to be insufficient because we have 
larger goals; we must increase investments 
even more. To do so, we will make use of 
our own resources, but also attract Interna-
tional investors to our country.

We took a very important step in this di-
rection in recent weeks. We initiated a 
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Project-based Incentive System with 23 
projects having a total investment value of 
135 billion TL. These investments are ex-
pected to increase our exports by 6.3 bil-
lion dollars and decrease our imports by 
12.3 billion dollars; they will also provide 
direct employment to 34 thousand people 
and indirect employment to 134 thousand 
people. 

As you know, we must double the size 
of our economy in order to achieve our 
2023 goals. There are some technical and 
psychological barriers that we must over-
come in order to reach these goals. We can 
overcome the question marks about the 
Turkish economy that is created by some 
domestic and international circles if we 
adopt a new perspective regarding technol-
ogy and capital. Investments in high-tech 
is one of the most important areas in this 
context. Such investments will reduce our 
dependence on imported high-tech prod-
ucts and contribute to the improvement of 
our current accounts deficit. This is the un-
derstanding that guides us as we invest in 
many areas, including in renewable sourc-
es of energy, the Akkuyu Nuclear Plant, the 
domestic car manufacturing industry and 
the national defense industry. 

We know that high-tech investments in-
volve a significant amount of capital, ca-
pacity and new export opportunities. That 
is why we launched the Project-based In-
vestment Incentive System to meet this 
need. This incentive system provides very 
attractive opportunities to investors for 
large projects exceeding 100 million dol-

lars. We are providing very important in-
centives such as customs tax exemptions, 
VAT exceptions for machinery, equipment 
and construction expenditures, corporate 
tax relief, payroll incentives, financing sup-
port and, even, the free allocation of public 
lands to investors. I would like to take this 
opportunity to invite all entrepreneurs and 
international investors to contact the Min-
istry of Economy to benefit from these in-
centives. 

Dear Friends, 

When others take a single step towards 
Turkey politically or economically, we re-
spond by taking not 3-5 steps, but by run-
ning in that direction. To this day, no one 
has regretted doing business in Turkey. 
Investors relate their satisfaction about do-
ing business in Turkey in our discussions 
with them during our visits. On the other 
hand, some people are creating rumors 
that some companies and business people 
in Turkey are moving their assets to other 
countries. We have always been very proud 
of our national and international invest-
ments. Today, the total value of our assets 
abroad has reached 233 billion dollars. We 
support and promote investments by our 
business people in Africa, in the Balkans 
and around the globe. We consider our 
trademarks and commercial enterprises 
that invest around the globe and do busi-
ness in other countries as our flagships. 

We can solve all problems in 
Turkey
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There is no doubt that our international in-
vestments will increase significantly with 
the growth of our economy. There is no 
problem in this respect. However, we will 
not forgive those who take their money out 
of the country to hide it instead of invest-
ing in the growth of their business, trade 
or investments. Neither we nor the 81 mil-
lion people in this country will let go, in 
this world or the next, of those who resort 
to such action. It is most befitting for those 
who receive benefits in this country and 
from this people to reciprocate in kind by 
investing in our country and its people. My 
comments are not about those who invest 
abroad, but about those who move their as-
sets abroad to hide them. After all, we can 
solve all problems in Turkey. 

As President, I never paid attention to the 
identity of the business people when try-
ing to solve their problems as they were 
brought to my attention. The Prime Min-
ister also has close ties to the business 
community. The Deputy Prime Minister is 
well respected for his expertise on macro-
economic issues. The Minister of Economy 
himself is a business person. In the same 
way, other ministers and bureaucrats have 
always believed in supporting the business 
community. There may be shortcomings, 
problems and even mistakes in the system. 
The important thing is for this to be com-
municated to the right people through the 
right channels. If you cannot solve your 
problems in this way, I am ready to help 
you. I must be the most accessible Presi-
dent of Turkey because I attend many pub-
lic events every day organized by different 

segments of society and have a chance to 
talk to many people. 

I regularly meet the representatives of the 
business community such as DEİK and 
other businessmen’s associations. I also 
hold smaller meetings on a sector basis. 
For example, the tourism sector represent-
ed under the umbrella of TÜRSAB visited 
me recently and we had a very good meet-
ing. Business people in this country have 
the opportunity to express their concerns 
at every level of government all the way to 
the President. Our job is to support people 
who are doing the right things, but it is not 
to provide cover for mistakes. I have always 
supported business people who needed my 
support to help them do the right thing and 
I will continue to do so. In light of the sup-
port that is extended to the business com-
munity, I am inclined to think that people 
who smear our country and state and go 
abroad must have another agenda. 

Dear Friends,

Doing business, making money, building 
facilities and having more opportunities 
are necessary to meet personal needs, but 
only up to a certain point. Beyond that 
point, one must take into consideration his 
responsibility to the country and the na-
tion. If a business person is caught up in a 
vicious circle that focuses solely on making 
money, then he is not aware of this broader 
responsibility. I do not wish to be misunder-
stood; I am not talking about not making 
money: I am, however, talking about what 
one does with one’s earnings. If business 
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people decide against investments and 
keep their money under wraps when their 
country needs their investment, they have 
to question their sense of responsibility. Far 
worse are business people who go abroad 
with their money. In large economies, there 
have always been people who made the 
right investments to support their country 
in critical times. Major global brands in au-
tomotive, electronics, consumer durables, 
food, textiles, finance, petrochemicals, me-
dia, metal, and tourism are all established 
by entrepreneurs who started off with the 
ideal of contributing to their country and 
nation during critical times. A very telling 
case in point in this respect is the lack of 
domestically manufactured cars in Turkey. 
God willing, we will start to manufacture 
automobiles domestically. 

We have entrepreneurs who were able to 
develop their business, but also others who 
were, unfortunately, prevented and dis-
couraged. We learn from our past mistakes 
and consider these lessons a cornerstone 
of our system of government. Against this 
background, it is unthinkable for us to 
bear ill will towards any business person. 
However, we have to act very carefully in 
light of our recent experiences. I suppose 
that everyone will understand why we feel 
the need to tread carefully in light of the 
last 4-5 years. 

The State of Emergency is 
strictly for fighting against 
terrorism

Nonetheless, we never lost sight of the im-
portance of supporting the business com-
munity and facilitating their work. We 
hear from time to time some complaints 
about the state of emergency being used 
to discourage investments. I would like to 
tell the audience here as well as the whole 
business community that the state of emer-
gency is strictly for fighting against terror-
ism.

You will remember that there was a state 
of emergency 15 years ago when we were 
first elected. If you go back 20 years, you 
will remember strikes in the industry. Why 
were there strikes? We all remember what 
happened to the industrialists because of 
these strikes. If a state of emergency had 
not been declared after July 15, things 
could have been worse. The state of emer-
gency helped us prevent others from dis-
couraging investments. 

Rest assured that the state of emergency 
aims only to fight against terrorism. The 
state of emergency does not restrict the 
activities of our entrepreneurs or business 
people. Nevertheless, it is sad to see that 
some business associations make state-
ments about lifting the state of emergency. 
Is the state of emergency preventing dem-
ocratic struggle in Turkey? Does it deprive 
people of their rights and freedoms? The 
aim of the state of emergency is to elimi-
nate terrorist organizations. We will con-
tinue to extend the state of emergency for 
the sake of peace in our country. 
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If anyone anywhere threatens, intimidates 
or tries to manipulate business people for 
whatever reason, please inform the nearest 
authority and, if necessary, even me. We 
will have no pity for people who act in this 
way, no matter who they are. Turkey is a 
state of law. It is our responsibility to hold 
to account those who act illegally or exploit 
their authority to conspire against others. 
One of the reasons why we hold these po-
sitions is our responsibility to protect our 
country and nation from these traitors and 
usurpers. 

In the past, FETÖ used this method to de-
stroy many people. We will not allow the 
repetition of this mistake. History and our 
people will condemn us if we make such a 
mistake. I pay particular attention to this 
point. All I truly want is to make sure that 
you can invest freely, keep the wheels turn-
ing, increase employment, and promote 
exports. We stand ready to do our best to 
help you.

Dear Friends, 

As you know, we will hold early elections 
on June 24. In fact, presidential and parlia-
mentary elections were to be held in No-
vember 2019. I could have stayed in my po-
sition for the next 17-18 months if that had 
been my ambition, but the main opposi-
tion was constantly challenging me for ear-
ly elections. After Mr. Bahçeli’s statement, I 
met with my colleagues and discussed this 
option. In the end, we reached a consensus 
on holding early elections. Later, we decid-
ed to hold early elections on June 24, 2018 
after consulting with Mr. Devlet Bahçeli. 

It is very difficult to refrain from an elec-
tion once that discussion starts. This sug-
gestion by the General Chairman of MHP 
was important to us and meant that we 
needed to discuss the details of our “Peo-
ple’s Alliance”. Therefore, we made a sacri-
fice and gave up the remaining 1.5 years of 
our term for the government and the pres-
idency to hold an early election so that we 
can go back to working on our main goals 
as soon as possible. 

We will be happy to have 
business people in the cabinet

Rest assured that we will have the oppor-
tunity to solve major issues firmly and 
swiftly as a result of the new system of 
government that will take effect after the 
election. Many of the issues that are of 
concern to you will be eliminated after the 
election when the new government struc-
ture falls in place. When executive powers 
are transferred to the president, many of 
the scattered and, frankly speaking, inef-
ficient things will be better organized and 
done more effectively. I hope to meet many 
times after the elections to talk about prob-
lems and solutions and embark upon their 
implementation as soon as possible. 

As you know, it will be possible to appoint 
ministers directly in the new presidential 
system. With this system, we will know the 
valiant. We will see whether the business 
people we invite to the cabinet will accept 
this responsibility. We will be happy to 
have business people in the cabinet. 
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Turkey’s achievements today are a far cry 
from 20 years ago. Although we find it 
difficult to explain that old Turkey to our 
youth, those of you who are middle-aged 
and older will know and appreciate what 
I mean. God willing, Turkey in the future 
will be even more advanced than the pres-
ent. 

We achieved a lot so far with the cooper-
ation of our business people and we will 
continue to walk on this path together with 

you. I would like to thank each and every 
one of you for your contributions to the de-
velopment, growth and prosperity of our 
country and nation. 

I would like to express my best wishes to 
the General Assembly of the Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board and hope that it 
brings good tidings to you and our country. 

I salute you all with love and respect. All 
the best. 



The Vision of New Turkey | The World is Bigger Than 5 | Volume 2

377

Distinguished Speaker, Distinguished 
Members of the Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan, 
My Dear Brothers, 

I greet you wholeheartedly with respect 
and affection.

I would like to greet you by quoting from 
the late Erkin Vohidov:

“O’zbegim, yours is a history of thousands 
of years 

O’zbegim, you are as old as the Pamirs and 
the Tian Shan in white 

Let Afrasiab and the Orkhun inscriptions 
speak out 

We Stand Ready to 
Support Uzbekistan as 

It Rises Again

Address to the Uzbek Parliament (Oliy Majlis) 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan | April 30, 2018
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O’zbegim, you are the one pearl adorning 
the strands of ancient history  

O’zbegim, you descend from Al-Biruni, 
Al-Khwarizmi and Al-Farabi

Maybe from Uzluk or maybe from Torhon”

I would like to convey my greetings to all of 
my Uzbek brothers and sisters through the 
distinguished representatives of the Uzbek 
people.

I am very pleased to address my distin-
guished brothers on the occasion of this 
state visit to Uzbekistan, our ancestral land 
and the apple of our eye. I would like to ex-
tend my gratitude to you all for this oppor-
tunity to address the Oliy Majlis of Uzbeki-
stan. We feel at home in Uzbekistan which 
lies at the heart of the fertile Mawarannahr 
region where east meets west and north 
meets south. We feel at home, we feel like 
we have returned home. 

These lands are the birthplace of Turk-
ish-Islamic civilization and home to men 
of science such as Al-Biruni, Mirza Ulugh 
Beg, Ibn Sina, Al-Khwarizmi and Ali Qush-
ji who enlightened the world and expand-
ed the horizons of mankind. Our spiritual 
leaders such as Imam Bukhari, Imam Ma-
turidi, Imam at-Tırmidhi and Bahaeddin 
Nakshbandi are the gifts bestowed upon 
us from these lands. They may have passed 
away to heavens, but their legacy shines 
like a beacon enlightening not only Uzbek-
istan but also Anatolia. Tashkent and An-
kara, Samarkand and Konya, Bukhara and 

Bursa, Khiva and Edirne have been thriv-
ing on this spiritual legacy for centuries.

Our bilateral relations are 
elevated to the level of a 
strategic partnership

Valuable Brothers,

No border can stand in the way of our 
hearts. Distances do not mean much to 
those who are of one heart. Brotherhood 
is the most valuable treasure in our faith 
and tradition. In this context, the Turkish 
nation, along with our Uzbek brothers, 
observed with great pride Uzbekistan re-
gain its independence on September 1, 
1991. Turkish governments have always 
mobilized their resources to support the 
strengthening and development of Uzbek-
istan. The “Treaty on Eternal Friendship 
and Cooperation” signed in 1996 remains 
a valuable and meaningful instrument to 
this day. Praise be to Allah, Turkey and Uz-
bekistan are much more powerful today 
than in the 1990s.

We are working in a spirit of mutual collab-
oration with my valuable brother President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev in order to achieve 
greater progress for our countries. We el-
evated our relations to a strategic partner-
ship during President Mirziyoyev’s visit to 
Turkey on October 25-27, 2017. Today, we 
established the High-Level Strategic Coop-
eration Council with the signing of a joint 
declaration. This mechanism will enable 
us to strengthen our cooperation even fur-
ther in all fields including the economy, 
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the defense industry, education, culture, 
the environment, energy, agriculture and 
tourism. We signed 25 agreements today. 
I believe that Uzbekistan probably never 
signed such a big package of agreements 
before. God willing, we will join forces to 
rapidly raise our relations to the level of 
our brotherhood. 

We follow with appreciation the efforts 
of my brother President Mirziyoyev that 
will strengthen our bilateral relations 
and ensure that Uzbekistan achieves a 
well-deserved place in the world. The ef-
forts by the Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan and 
its government within the framework of 
the 2017-2022 Actions Strategy are bear-
ing fruit in their first year. The firm steps 
taken by President Mirziyoyev to improve 
the business and investment environment 
make Uzbekistan a more attractive coun-
try and a reliable partner for investors. 

Uzbekistan has covered significant dis-
tance in development and prosperity. No 
doubt, economic development cannot 
happen overnight. One must work hard, 
act with a plan, and show perseverance, 
dedication and self-confidence to succeed. 
Stability and confidence are very impor-
tant for development. Since Uzbekistan 
has great potential in terms of its resourc-
es above and underground, I believe that 
your national income will increase when 
you are successful in achieving stability 
and confidence. All you need to do is to 
persevere in your efforts. 

Turkey stands ready to support Uzbeki-
stan as it rises again. Praise be to Allah, 

we already have significant impetus in 
our relations. As a result of our joint ef-
forts, our trade volume in 2017 increased 
by 25 percent to reach 1.5 billion dollars. 
We certainly do not consider this figure to 
be sufficient and aim to increase our trade 
volume to 5 billion dollars as soon as pos-
sible. In the same way, we will continue to 
focus our efforts on increasing the number 
of Turkish investments in Uzbekistan and 
Uzbek investments in Turkey. 

A group of business people accompany me 
on this trip. Shortly, my brother President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev and I will address our 
business people and encourage them to in-
vest in various fields in Uzbekistan. 

On the other hand, the number of our cit-
izens visiting these lands, where our com-
mon civilization was born and flourished, is 
increasing more than ever. Our people visit 
your country to experience the spiritual cli-
mate of Bukhara and Samarkand. I would 
like to thank my dear brother President 
Mirziyoyev for agreeing to exempt Turkish 
citizens from a visa requirement. God will-
ing, our people-to-people contacts will con-
tinue to grow in the future.

Regional cooperation is the key 
to stability and development

Dear Brothers,

There is a lot of turmoil in the world; the 
ugly faces of war and terror raise their 
heads in many corners of the world. Unfor-
tunately, Turkey and Uzbekistan are some 
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of the countries that are significantly im-
pacted by the instability in their regions. 
We sincerely hope to see peace and stabil-
ity prevail in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Somalia 
and Afghanistan as soon as possible for 
the sake of the well-being of our brothers 
in those countries and our regions. In this 
context, we stand ready to strengthen our 
cooperation with Uzbekistan. We are also 
pleased to note the success of the Tashkent 
Conference organized jointly by Afghani-
stan and Uzbekistan last month.

Uzbekistan lies at the center of the ancient 
Silk Road that stretches from the Pacific to 
Anatolia and is home to different cultures 
that co-existed peacefully over centuries. 
This historical background makes Uzbek-
istan an important player in establishing 
global peace as well as in regional develop-
ment and in explaining Islamic civilization 
to the world. I am of the opinion that “mu-
tual coexistence” that has roots in our re-
gion will make it possible to ensure peace 
in our regions and the world.

Taking regional ownership and engaging 
in regional cooperation are key to stability 
and development. In this context, we are 
very pleased to see that our dear brother 
President Mirziyoyev has a vision for solv-
ing problems with neighboring countries 
and enhancing close cooperation. We stand 
ready as Turkey to provide support to all 
initiatives that will strengthen cooperation 
and solidarity between brotherly countries 
in Central Asia with whom we have strong 
spiritual ties. I believe that through our 
joint efforts, we will make this ancient ge-

ography, which is a cradle for civilizations, 
a source of peace and well-being as was the 
case in history.

Esteemed Members of the Oliy Majlis,

I have no doubt that you, as the distin-
guished representatives of the Uzbek peo-
ple, and the members of the Grand Nation-
al Assembly of Turkey who represent the 
Turkish people will contribute to the devel-
opment of relations between Turkey and 
Uzbekistan. The Grand National Assem-
bly of Turkey which celebrated its 98th 
anniversary last week is a veteran of our 
War of Independence where it served as 
Headquarters. I would like to take this op-
portunity to pay my respects to the mem-
ory of our Uzbek brothers who supported 
us in our War of Independence with their 
lives, means and prayers. Our War of Inde-
pendence is full of events that signify the 
friendship and solidarity between Turkey 
and Uzbekistan. We will always cherish the 
memory of the volunteers from Turkistan, 
Hacı Yoldaş and his friends, who were re-
turning from Haj to their country through 
Turkey when they joined Kuva-yi Milliye 
in the Çukurova region. We will always 
cherish the memory of the members of the 
Bukhara Assembly who approved, with-
out hesitation, support to Turkey from the 
Bukhara treasury. Our Uzbek brothers con-
sidered the victory of the Turkish army as 
their own and celebrated our victory with 
a big rally at Cuma Square in the Old Town 
district of Tashkent on October 6, 1922. 
The headline in the Bukhara Ahbari news-
paper on July 16, 1922 read “Long live 
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the Turkish soldiers who defended their 
homeland against the occupiers”. Bukha-
rans celebrated for a week with slogans 
saying “Long live the victory of our broth-
ers in Anatolia” at Minare-i Kelan square 
and recited the Quran at the Cuma Masjid 
in the square for the martyrs. I would like 
to recite a poem called “Tufan” dedicated 
to the victorious Anatolian armies by Ab-
dulhamid Sulaymon Cho’lpon, one of the 
greatest poets of the 20th century, which re-
flects the sentiments that ran high among 
the people in Uzbekistan at that time:

Ey İnönü, Ey Sakarya, Ey İstiklal Erleri,

Milli Misak alinğança toktalmastan ilgeri!

Bilemez kim katar katar kişlaklar,

Sinesige nan toldirgan kişlaklar,

Ot içinde şunin için ölişni,

Artiv körüp ani otka saldiniz,

Ani kanga, okka, otka saldiniz,

Fakat bu kün tatli bir öç aldiniz,

Yene bir kor tarihlerde kaldiniz!

Ey İstiklal, Ey Sakarya, Ey İnönü erleri,

Yür, mazlumlar tufaninin öç alguçi selleri!

I hope that our friendship remains eternal 
and strong. With these words, I would like 
to end my remarks. I hope that this state 
visit to Uzbekistan yields beneficial results. 

As you know, this evening is Bara’a night. 
I celebrate with the whole Muslim com-
munity the Lailat al Bara’a. I hope that this 
night serves our unity and solidarity. 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks for 
the Uzbek hospitality that has been extended 
to me and my delegation. May Allah guide 
our path. May His blessing be upon you.
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Dear Friends of Peace and Palestine, Dis-
tinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
My Dear Brothers,

I greet you all wholeheartedly. I would like 
to welcome our guests from other coun-
tries to our country and Istanbul. 

I send my greetings, love and affection 
to each and every one of my Palestinian 
brothers who have been cruelly oppressed 
for years, forcefully evicted from their 
homes and homeland, deprived of their 
rights and freedoms, wounded as veterans, 
and whose loved ones were honored with 

Oppression Will End Only When 
Mankind As a Whole Says “One 

Minute” to The Oppressors

International Mount of Olives Peace Awards Ceremony 
İstanbul | May 7, 2018
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martyrdom. From this rostrum, I would 
like to reiterate our full support to our Pal-
estinian brothers whose cause is our cause, 
whose struggle is our struggle and whose 
resistance is our resistance. 

I would like to express my gratitude to the 
recipients of the International Mount of 
Olives Peace Awards.

To Muthir Hani who is receiving the award 
in the name of his friend, the late Naji al-
Ali, who challenged oppression with his 
cartoons;

To our Indonesian friend Noor Fitri who 
has dedicated her life to the Palestinian 
cause through her volunteer work;

To Benjamin Ladraa, the voice of the Pal-
estinian cause, who walked from Sweden 
to Jerusalem in the name of the conscien-
tious people in the West;

And to the parents of Rachel Corrie who 
was brutally murdered by Israeli bulldoz-
ers at a very young age as she was resisting 
injustice and oppression. 

Dear Friends,

The Palestinian issue and Jerusalem are 
not about one nation, a specific geography 
or a city. The Palestinians are the symbols 
of oppression in the world due to the cru-
elty, massacres and injustice they have 
been facing. The city of Jerusalem that is 
historically sacred for Jews, Christians and 
Muslims is the symbol of mutual coexist-

ence based on common values. Therefore, 
defending Palestine and Jerusalem means 
defending all that has been good, beautiful 
and right in the course of human history. 
That is why we are gathered here as indi-
viduals from different religions, cultures 
and geographies. 

The future of humanity depends on how it 
solves the Palestinian issue and the ques-
tion of Jerusalem. If we manage to pass 
this test in the best way possible, then we 
can look to the future with confidence 
and hope. If the reverse comes true, then 
our future will be dark and dominated by 
oppression with no place for rights, free-
doms, morals or conscience. What is tak-
ing place in Palestine, and in Jerusalem in 
particular, is nothing more than an effort 
to legitimize oppression and even institu-
tionalize it. 

The Palestinian cause shall be 
victorious with the support of 
women

The recent violence perpetrated by the Is-
raeli government against Palestinians who 
commit no crime other than to take own-
ership of their own lands shows how the 
oppressors are becoming more brutal with 
each passing day. The indifference by the 
international community regarding the 
tens of Palestinian martyrs and thousands 
of wounded paves the way for a future 
where no peoples and no individual will 
feel safe. We will take issue with Israel in 
this world and the next for having linked 
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the names of Palestine and Jerusalem, 
which should be centers of peace for hu-
manity, with oppression.

In addition to Palestine, what is taking 
place in Syria has also revealed the bitter 
truth for us. The hypocrisy of the interna-
tional community and the international 
organizations whose mandate it is to en-
sure peace and security can no longer be 
concealed, covered and, more importantly, 
tolerated. We express our objection to this 
travesty by saying, “The world is bigger 
than 5”. A global system that is based sole-
ly on the interests, and even the whim, of 
5 countries to ensure security for all coun-
tries is not sustainable. As Turkey, we are 
actively involved in efforts to correct this 
imbalance. We talk to all leaders we meet 
about this subject. Our proposal is, natural-
ly, not in the interest of the 5 countries in 
question, but other leaders are also afraid 
or hesitant. They wonder “what will be-
come of us, if we take this path” because 
all countries have something to gain from 
these 5 countries. Praise be to Allah, we 
have no such connection. We only answer 
to Allah and our people. Therefore, we will 
continue to stand behind what we believe 
is right to the end. God willing, we will pur-
sue this struggle until an international se-
curity architecture that will serve all man-
kind is established. 

Dear Brothers,

The Jerusalem Platform bringing us to-
gether for this awards ceremony was es-
tablished with the leadership of women. 

If women take ownership of an issue, then 
we are already halfway to achieving suc-
cess. God willing, the Palestinian cause will 
rise to victory with the support of women. 
Among the recipients of the awards today, 
there are a number of prominent women 
who are all symbols of willpower, courage 
and determination. Women are targeted in 
tragedies around the world and are victims 
of the direst consequences of these trage-
dies. Women and children pay a heavy 
price in wars and crises that are not of their 
making. Palestinian women and children 
suffer the most from Israeli oppression. 
Many Palestinian children live away from 
their homeland in refugee camps or in oth-
er countries. Those who succeed in staying 
in their homeland, on the other hand, face 
discrimination as well as psychological 
and physical violence every day and every 
step of the way even as they go to school, 
from the moment they get on public trans-
port at the checkpoints until they arrive at 
the school.

How can a Palestinian child imagine a 
future for himself when he is constantly 
harassed by fanatics on the street and the 
books, notebooks and pencils in his school 
bag are scattered time and again on the 
streets to be searched? How can Palestinian 
women look to the future with confidence 
if they fear that the house they live in may 
come crashing down on them or if they 
constantly worry about the safety of their 
husbands who leave home to make a living 
or their children who go to school? How 
can any Palestinian individual facing such 
circumstances feel like a part of the brutal 
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state that resorts to injustice, lawlessness 
and piracy as its main policy? How can a 
Palestinian farmer, merchant or business 
person focus on production, development 
or progress let alone protecting his state, 
when his lands and property are flagrantly 
looted? It is a sorry state of affairs if those 
who cover their ears to the cries of Pales-
tinian women, children and men feel safe 
and in peace themselves.

Our faith forbids desperation

When conscience grows numb, the world 
is not safe; it is in a pitiful state. Praise be to 
Allah, our hopes are kept alive by the rep-
resentatives of our collective conscience, 
some of whom we have the honor to host 
here today. We are grateful to them be-
cause they are the epitomes of justice and 
conscience in a sea of atrocities, much like 
snowdrops that grow through the snow to 
herald the coming of spring. Every individ-
ual supporting the Palestinians, who are 
fighting for their survival and future every 
single day, earns respect for himself and 
upholds the dignity of mankind as a whole.

Our faith forbids desperation. All we need 
is to feel that we are not alone. When there 
are many more Noors, Benjamins and 
Rachels, all of us and the Palestinians re-
alize that we are not alone. I would like to 
express my thanks to everyone from all 
faiths, geographies, nations, cultures and 
languages for keeping our hopes alive. 

Dear Friends,

Peace is an ideal that mankind has longed 
for and pursued, ever since the first day of 
its existence. The story of Cain and Abel is 
not the story of the strong versus the weak, 
but the story of right and wrong and the 
story of the oppressed and the oppressor. 
Abel was actually stronger than Cain. Cain, 
on the other hand, was more ambitious, 
less conscientious and more malicious 
than Abel. Yes, these are bad traits, but we 
must acknowledge that they are human 
traits. The will to distinguish good from 
bad, right from wrong, and just and unjust 
sets man apart from other creatures and 
makes him the most honorable creature. 
This willpower is behind thousands of 
years of human history littered with wars, 
clashes, injustice and unfairness. 

Today, some people prefer evil, injustice 
and wrongdoing. Our job is to always stand 
up for what is right and those who are 
right. This is the key to peace. Unfortunate-
ly, it is usually not so easy to recognize this 
plain truth; peace is usually a last resort af-
ter having tried everything else. 

Remember World War I and II. To get a 
bigger share of the pie, the greedy ravaged 
our world and caused the deaths of tens of 
millions of people. Similar ambitions sur-
face especially in our geography today. The 
inhuman attacks suffered by the Palestin-
ians for the last 70 years, the tragedies of 
the Syrians, Iraqis and Yemenis are all but 
a reflection of these designs over our geog-
raphy. The provocations have no humani-
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tarian purpose; they are a manifestation of 
an insatiable desire for power. The French 
massacred 5 million Muslims in Algeria. 
France also massacred many people in Lib-
ya. Did the world react to these massacres? 
No, they remained silent.

Although Turkey is the world’s 17th largest 
economy today, we rank probably first in 
the world in terms of providing humani-
tarian aid according to the figures from last 
year. Why are countries that compete with 
each other for economic, political and mil-
itary power and which are twice, five times 
or 10 times our size provide less humani-
tarian aid than we do? Because humanitar-
ian aid which is a matter of conscience and 
moral values does not provide returns in 
money, oil, gold or political power. Human-
itarian aid only gives you the satisfaction 
of having performed your responsibility 
vis-à-vis other people, starting with those 
closest to you. It seems that such an under-
standing has no standing for those with a 
lot of money and weapons. 

Turkey has been hosting 4.5 million Syri-
ans and Iraqis in total for years and yet, it 
was the Europeans who panicked when the 
prospect of the influx of these refugees to 
Europe wobbled them. They came to us for 
help. Turkey was already sharing its house 
and bread with its brothers without ask-
ing for anything in return. They promised 
3 billion euros to be followed by another 
3 billion euros to support us. In addition, 
the European Union promised to make 
progress in many areas of Turkey’s acces-
sion negotiations, which they should have 

already made but were nonetheless delay-
ing, such as free movement rights and the 
opening of chapters. We continue to host 
3.5 million Syrian brothers in our country. 
We spent 31 billion dollars for them until 
now. On the other hand, the money we re-
ceived from the European Union so far is 
around 1.8 billion euros. Support from all 
other countries and organizations does not 
add up even to 550 million dollars. 

One should not act cruelly but 
be fair and honest

The same people, however, boast of having 
used bombs worth a few hundred million 
dollars in an operation in Syria that lasted 
a few hours. If only they utilized one tenth 
of the money and the effort they use to kill 
people for the purpose of helping them sur-
vive, problems, in all probability, would be 
solved. We, as Turkey, will utilize our pow-
er and means for the benefit of mankind, 
especially for our Palestinian, Syrian and 
African brothers, no matter what others 
do. We will work even harder to help the 
aggrieved in line with Allah’s command-
ments and the legacy of our ancestors. 

Dear Friends,

I would like to end by emphasizing one 
point. Our stance with respect to the Pal-
estinian issue, both as individuals and as 
a society, is a test of how well we fulfill 
our humanitarian responsibility. When 
we said, “one minute” in Davos, we ex-
pressed not only our own sentiments and 
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that of our nation, but also the sentiments 
of everyone around the world who views 
the Palestinian issue conscientiously. Op-
pression will end only when mankind as a 
whole says “one minute” to the oppressors.

I visited Israel in the past. They really gave 
us a hard time when we crossed to the Pal-
estinian side. In that visit, Ariel Sharon told 
me something quite interesting during our 
bilateral meeting. He said that “what he en-
joys most is getting on a tank and killing 
Palestinians”. Can you believe it? This is 
who they are. What happened then? They 
suffered the curse of the aggrieved. That is 
why one should not act cruelly but be fair 
and honest.

Our responsibility is to carry on the fight 
and make the voice of our Palestinian 
brothers heard on every platform. To quote 
from the famous poet Nizar Qabbani:

“Oh Jerusalem, 

The city of sorrow

A big tear wandering in the eye

Who will halt the aggression

On you, the pearl of religions?

Who will wash your bloody walls?

…

Oh Jerusalem my town

Oh Jerusalem my love

Tomorrow the lemon trees will blossom

And the olive trees will rejoice

Your eyes will dance

The migrant pigeons will return

To your sacred roofs

And your children will play again

And fathers and sons will meet

On your rosy hills

My town

The town of peace and olives.”

Nizar Qabbani

Once again, I would like to thank all 
friends who fight for Jerusalem, the city of 
peace and plenitude, and for the Palestini-
ans. I pray to Allah that the days when we 
will observe peace in Jerusalem as we look 
from the Mount of Olives are near.

I would like to congratulate the organizers 
of this meeting. I salute you all with love 
and affection. All the best.
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Dear Students, Distinguished Internation-
al Guests coming from all corners of the 
world to study in Turkey, Dear Brothers,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I would like to 
express my thanks to UDEF, the Federation 
of International Student Associations, for 

bringing us together on the occasion of the 
11th Meeting of International Students.

I follow with appreciation the work that 
UDEF, which is the umbrella organization 
for 62 associations and 25 representative 
branches, is conducting to maintain strong 

We Took Necessary Measures to 
Protect International Students 
From Being Exploited by FETÖ

UDEF 11th Meeting of International Students | İstanbul | May 12, 2018
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ties between international students and 
our country. Although we are good at do-
ing, I must acknowledge that we are not 
very good at keeping tabs on our efforts or 
proper follow-up in Turkey. For many years 
now, hundreds of thousands of students 
came to Turkey for their education and re-
turned to their country. Including during 
our first term in government, no mecha-
nism existed to maintain our relationship 
with these students after they completed 
their education. The number of interna-
tional students studying in Turkey is so 
high that it is impossible to keep track of 
them through individual effort. Therefore, 
important steps were taken in this respect 
after the establishment of the Presidency 
for Turks Abroad and Related Communi-
ties. Previous efforts by voluntary organ-
izations aiming to organize international 
students studying in Turkey around vari-
ous associations was strengthened under 
one umbrella with the establishment of 
UDEF. International students studying in 
Turkey are supported during the academ-
ic year by many services such as finding 
them places to stay and offering network-
ing opportunities. Our contacts with them 
are organized through alumni associations 
following their return to their countries.

I would like to reiterate that we open not 
only our schools but also our hearts to in-
ternational students coming to Turkey for 
their studies. No matter which geography 
they come from, we would like to maintain 
lifelong relationships with all of our broth-
ers who study in Turkey and return home 
or go to another place. It is in the interest 

of us all to maintain a strong relationship 
between our brothers and our country, and 
for our brothers to maintain a strong rela-
tionship amongst themselves. 

Throughout its history, Turkey never acted 
with the aim of dominating any individual 
or society. The only desire of our country 
and nation is to seek companions, people 
we can share our fate with. In this context, 
we are grateful to have companions such as 
yourselves. May Allah protect our togeth-
erness, unity and brotherhood for eternity. 

Our goal is to increase the number of in-
ternational students studying in Turkey to 
350 thousand

Dear Friends,

We have 115 thousand international stu-
dents studying in Turkey either through 
the Turkey Scholarship program or with 
their own means. There are students from 
almost all of the countries in the world. Our 
goal is to increase the number of interna-
tional students studying in Turkey to 350 
thousand. In this way, we will be among 
the top five countries in the world in terms 
of the number of international students. 

Turkey Scholarships are gradually becom-
ing a brand as a result of our efforts and 
support. Praise be to Allah, we are reap-
ing the benefits of the hard work that has 
been going on since 2011. In the past, we 
would receive 8 thousand applications for 
4 thousand scholarships. Today, we receive 
120 thousand applications for 5 thousand 
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scholarships because we diversified and 
simplified the methods for applying to 
these scholarships and ensured the objec-
tivity of the process. We also made use of 
the expertise available in this area, quali-
fied human resources and technology. As 
a result, we developed a framework that 
is in line with our foreign policy priorities 
and gained significant experience in the 
process. Not only did we see an increase in 
the number of applications to the Turkey 
Scholarships, but we also observed signifi-
cantly better results in education.

As you know, Turkey suffered from many 
attacks by the FETÖ terrorist organization, 
including the failed coup attempt. One of 
the most important issues for FETÖ was the 
international students studying in Turkey. 
We have been taking all necessary meas-
ures from admission through graduation 
to protect international students studying 
in Turkey from the exploitation of this ter-
rorist organization which is anti-Islam and 
anti-Turkey. 

I was very moved just now as I was listen-
ing to the Albanian student studying in Sa-
bahattin Zaim University. Unfortunately, 
Albania is almost under occupation by the 
FETÖ terrorist organization. We have had 
discussions with our counterparts about 
this issue. Sooner or later, we will break 
the backs of these occupiers in Albania. 
Our Maarif Foundation is in the process of 
taking over the schools in Albania.

The Presidency for Turks Abroad and Re-
lated Communities introduced very ob-

jective and fair criteria for the selection of 
students. The Maarif Foundation covered 
important distance in providing education 
in Africa. Efforts in the Balkans are also on-
going, albeit at a somewhat slower pace. In 
my opinion, it is important to note that the 
Foundation has been able to provide edu-
cation to 10 thousand students in Africa in 
a very short period of time. Similarly, the 
Yunus Emre Institute is engaged in a num-
ber of excellent activities with 55 Turkish 
Cultural Centers around the world. God 
willing, we will raise the bar in this area 
in the new term by enhancing coordina-
tion and closer cooperation between these 
inter-related activities. We are at the ser-
vice of our brothers in Turkey and in their 
countries in all areas including education 
and culture. 

France should be honest in their 
dealings with us

Dear Brothers, 

As I was preparing for this meeting, I had 
an opportunity to learn about the story of 
two students from Chad. I would like to 
share their story with you as an example 
to all young people. These two students be-
long to different tribes in Chad which are 
hostile to each other. The students come to 
Turkey to study, but before they come here, 
their French teacher tells them very bad 
things about Turkey. That is why they ar-
rive in Istanbul with their return tickets in 
their pocket. The suggestion that they may 
face all kinds of calamities or life-threaten-
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ing situations in Turkey brings these two 
students from hostile tribes closer and 
forces them to stay in the same dormito-
ry and house. After a while, they realize 
that Turkey is not even remotely similar to 
what was described by their French teach-
er. In the end, they recognize the manipula-
tions of the power which has been exploit-
ing Chad for years. They stay close during 
their education in Turkey and take steps to 
end the hostility between their tribes when 
they return home. 

France exploited Africa for a long time, 
right? The French massacred 5 million 
innocent people in Algeria. In Rwanda, 
they massacred hundreds of thousands. 
Nonetheless, you all see how France has 
been treating Turkey recently. What is 
your problem with us? I know that you 
are worried about our growing power. We 
will grow stronger, whether you like it or 
not. You should be honest towards us. We 
already walk honestly on our own path. 
If you do not act honestly, we will act ac-
cordingly. 

It is shocking to see that there are so many 
similar stories about the Turkey Scholar-
ships. Our greatest strength against those 
who have designs on the riches of the 
countries they exploit and try to design 
their history, culture and human resourc-
es in accordance with their own interests 
is our unity, as demonstrated today. Since 
we harbor no ill will against anyone, we 
always act honestly and in good faith in 
our political relations, trade and socio-cul-
tural ties. Our faith commands us to act in 
this way.

The situation of the Roma in the Europe-
an Union is a case in point. For example, 
France expelled the Roma. However, this 
is against the acquis communautaire of 
the European Union. I grew up with the 
Roma and stand before you today with my 
achievements. This is the beauty of our 
faith. 

When we visit areas of the world where 
there has been suffering, such as Africa, 
our only call is “to win together”. We do not 
resort to anything more than that. When 
there is a trade imbalance in our favor with 
these countries, I instruct my colleagues to 
investigate “what we can purchase from 
them”. Our country believes in the good 
fortune of winning together. This is the ba-
sis on which we build all of our relations. 

The students who graduate in Turkey will 
take up important positions in their coun-
tries in the private or the public sector and 
in civil society. When you all return to your 
countries, you will be like the ambassadors 
or chiefs of diplomatic missions for Tur-
key. I ask you to keep this in mind as you 
develop your relations with our country 
and all other countries.

Allah created all men equal. The differenc-
es are man-made and emerged only after-
wards. Let us work together to minimize 
these differences. Our concern is not about 
gaining a lot. Our aim is to help our broth-
ers as we help ourselves, so that they can 
grow politically and economically. We can 
succeed in achieving this goal if we work 
together. This is the least we owe to our 
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children and future generations. As Yunus 
Emre, the sultan of our hearts, says: 

“Come, let us all be friends for once, 

Let us make life easy on us, 

Let us be lovers and loved ones,

The earth shall be left to no one.”

We are fighting on every platform to make 
this world which will be left to no one more 
beautiful, safer, just and more prosperous 
for mankind as a whole. 

5 permanent members of the 
United Nations intimidate other 
countries

We are the ones who said “The world is big-
ger than 5” to express the unfair representa-
tion at the United Nations which is sup-
posed to protect the rights of all states and 
societies. Why? The world we live in does 
not resemble the world after World War II. 
It is a different world today. That is why we 
must reform the United Nations. Would 
the permanent members of the United Na-
tions Security Council say “yes” to such an 
initiative? Highly unlikely. Why? Because 
they would not want to let go of the oppor-
tunity they have. Nonetheless, we will con-
tinue to express our views on every plat-
form about the need to reform the United 
Nations. On the other hand, all countries 
in the world live in an atmosphere of fear 
because the 5 permanent members of the 
United Nations intimidate other countries. 

Therefore, these countries are hesitant to 
act. We, on the other hand, speak our mind. 
As Turkey, we demand justice because the 
United Nations was established to ensure 
justice. We will continue to voice our de-
mand for justice. God willing, we will see 
one day, perhaps not immediately, that the 
demand for justice by the oppressed will 
be fulfilled. Our responsibility is to carry 
on with our efforts consistently until the 
arrival of that day.

Dear Brothers, 

The progress that Turkey achieved in the 
last 16 years is a striking example of how 
a country can achieve development and 
grow more powerful in a short time if the 
right policies are implemented. The pro-
gress we achieved in education alone is a 
success story in its own right. Until the be-
ginning of the 2000s, the education system 
in Turkey had many problems. We were 
unable to place our children in schools, let 
alone open our doors to hundreds of thou-
sands of international students. 

In 2002, there were 76 universities and 
associate programs in Turkey, offering op-
portunities to 384 thousand students, but 
the number of students graduating from 
secondary education was almost double 
that figure. As a result, millions of students 
had to wait to enter university. We added 
another 131 universities to the existing 
76 with the most recent regulations and 
raised the number of universities to 207. 
Universities today have almost one million 
places for students. As a result, we are able 
to provide higher education opportunities 
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to our brothers from around the world in 
addition to our own students.

Similarly, there were 182 thousand beds 
in dormitories for higher education. We 
added 452 thousand more to reach 634 
thousand beds. International students also 
benefit from these opportunities. At the 
moment, around 10 thousand internation-
al students from 161 countries are staying 
in these dormitories. We will increase the 
number of international students as we in-
crease the capacity of the dormitories. 

In the past, many of the international stu-
dents studying in our country had to inter-
rupt their education because they could 
not find a place to stay. Today, we provide 
places in dormitories through the state 
and foundations. We also introduced new 
regulations for work permits to ensure that 
they can continue with their education. I 
closely follow your problems and issues.

Today, I would like to share with you an-
other piece of good news. As you know, 
students who are studying here must re-
new their residence permits regularly. We 
had a lot of people queueing up in front of 
the Department of Migration which is at-
tached to the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
to receive this document. From now on, it 
will be possible to get this document from 
your universities without having to go to 
the Department of Migration. This will 
speed up the process and prevent queues. I 
hope that this new system of receiving res-
idence permits will be helpful. 

International students will be 
covered immediately by general 
health insurance 

Similarly, another important regulation is 
about general health insurance. Turkey has 
the world’s most advanced general health 
insurance and healthcare services system. 
All international students will be immedi-
ately covered by general health insurance 
instead of waiting for three months. We 
also cancelled the interest accrued for de-
lays in previous insurance premium pay-
ments; students will pay only the main 
premium to remove this burden.

Another important change that was intro-
duced is about work permits. In the past, 
international students were not given 
work permits. We started working on this 
issue a while ago and we hope to remove 
the problem regarding the work permits 
for the students and graduates soon. 

My Brothers,

We say that “united we are strong”. I be-
lieve that we were able to enhance our 
efforts to unite student and alumni asso-
ciations further with UDEF. We must all 
support this positive initiative. If we do 
not fill this vacuum together, then terrorist 
organizations such as FETÖ and Daesh as 
well as those who bear the shame of colo-
nialism on their forehead will. We should 
determine our own future as members of 
the same civilization and shared ideals.
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I ask you to never forget your mother 
tongue, your own culture and true histo-
ry. We make the same recommendation to 
our own children. Unfortunately, similar 
to those going to Western countries, a few 
of the students coming to Turkey for their 
studies are morally corrupted or fall victim 
to criminal gangs. These young people go 
back to their countries without complet-
ing their studies and forfeit their future. I 
personally would not wish to see a single 
student from among the 115 thousand 
students that we are hosting in such a sit-
uation. We care for our international stu-
dents and their future in the same way as 
we care for our own children. It is not pos-
sible to reach out to and protect everyone, 
but if you have strong solidarity amongst 
yourself, we can help reduce problems to a 
minimum by providing you all the support 
that we can. 

We consider and treat each and every one 
of you as distinguished and respectable 
representatives of your countries, regions 
and societies. We will be very pleased if 

you consider Turkey your second home-
land. You may be assured that we will 
consider each of you as our honorary 
representatives when you return to your 
countries. We can grow stronger if we keep 
our network as wide and strong as possi-
ble. We also know that such relationships 
have multiple benefits for each side in the 
global political and economic system.

Remember that we must take the reins if 
we do not want to be governed by others. I 
believe that the time has come for freedom, 
justice, democracy, prosperity and security 
to prevail for ourselves, our region and the 
world at large. Come, let us make use of 
this opportunity for the sake of ourselves, 
our countries and the whole world. 

With these thoughts, I would like to wish 
you success in your academic life. I ask you 
to convey my greetings to your families 
and people when you go back home.

Once again, I salute you all. All the best. 
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all wholeheartedly. I am very 

pleased to be here on the occasion of the 7th 

meeting of the Turkish-British Tatlıdil Forum.

As you know, we will hold presidential and 
parliamentary elections in Turkey soon. 
With this election, we will move to a presi-
dential system of government that was ap-
proved in a referendum by our people last 

We Stand Ready to  
Increase Our Cooperation 
With The United Kingdom 

After Brexit

Turkish-British Tatlıdil Forum Closing Address
London, U.K. | May 13, 2018
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year. I am a candidate for the presidency. 
Despite the upcoming election period, I 
wanted to make this visit that was planned 
beforehand to meet you. I just landed and 
arrived here with my delegation straight 
from the plane to address you. 

Turkish-British Tatlıdil Forum has a spe-
cial place in my heart. The foundations of 
our strategic partnership with the United 
Kingdom and the Turkish-British Tatlıdil 
Forum were laid during my tenure as 
prime minister. We had established this 
platform which makes important contri-
butions to our bilateral relations with the 
then Prime Minister Cameron during my 
visit to London in 2011. Tatlıdil Forum 
grew stronger each year and became more 
institutionalized with each passing day. 

This is a platform where our business peo-
ple, academicians and members of the me-
dia as well as politicians can contribute to 
the development of our bilateral relations. 
I supported the strengthening and devel-
opment of this forum and I participate 
in its meetings whenever I can. Last year, 
we hosted the forum in our beautiful city 
of Antalya with broad participation. This 
year, we meet in an atmosphere that is rem-
iniscent of the deep-rooted historical ties 
between our countries. I would like to con-
gratulate Mr. Jack Straw, Sir Julian Horn-
Smith, Mr. Reha Denemeç and Mr. Bülent 
Göktuna for the organization of this forum. 
I would also like to thank His Royal High-
ness Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, for 
his valuable support to the Turkish-British 
Tatlıdil Forum since its establishment. 

Dear Guests,

The history of the relations between our 
countries is deep-rooted and dates back al-
most five hundred years. There were many 
periods throughout this long history when 
our countries were very close; for example, 
the occupation of Egypt by Napoleon and 
the Crimean War are etched in our mem-
ory. One of the symbols of this deep-root-
ed relationship is the Ottoman Order dis-
played at the entrance of this hall where the 
Tatlıdil Forum is taking place today. The 
British national hero Admiral Lord Nelson 
is the first non-Muslim to receive an order 
from the Ottoman Sultan. Sultan Selim III 
awarded Lord Nelson this order for his 
efforts during the occupation of Egypt in 
1798. Admiral Nelson proudly wore this 
order, also known as the “tchelengh”, until 
his death at the Battle of Trafalgar. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 
goldsmith who made this replica for mak-
ing the order available to the public. 

The United Kingdom showed 
true friendship after July 15

The deep-rooted historical relations be-
tween Turkey and the United Kingdom 
are developing, growing deeper and gain-
ing momentum at the moment. The recent 
referenda in our countries contributed to 
enhancing our relations. Turkey decided 
to change its system of government with a 
constitutional amendment last year. With 
this amendment, we are establishing a 
more effective and efficient model of gov-
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ernment in Turkey in order to achieve our 
2023 goals. The United Kingdom is taking 
some steps to implement Brexit following 
the referendum in 2016 and is current-
ly negotiating with the European Union 
while working on reforms for the period 
after Brexit.

The sincere solidarity shown by the United 
Kingdom after the July 15 FETÖ coup at-
tempt is another reason that brought our 
relations closer. We will never forget your 
solidarity after the heinous coup attempt 
targeting Turkish democracy, the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey, its elect-
ed government and me personally. While 
many Western countries failed to even 
condemn this treacherous attack, British 
authorities immediately issued statements 
declaring their support to us and sided 
with democracy. Therefore, the United 
Kingdom, in addition to being our ally and 
a strategic partner, has demonstrated after 
July 15 that they are also our true friends. 

Distinguished Participants, 

Other factors contributing to closer rela-
tions between our countries is our increas-
ingly mutual trade and economic interests 
and the growing number of cooperation ar-
eas. Historically, trade has always been the 
driver of our bilateral relations. Ambassa-
dors appointed by the British Empire to 
the Ottoman State after 1583 represented 
the Levant Company for a long time. One 
of the first ambassadors sent by the Otto-
mans to another country was Yusuf Agâh 
Efendi who arrived in London in 1793. The 

Ottoman State featured significantly in the 
first ever international exhibition of the 
world in 1851 at Hyde Park. In fact, the Ot-
toman section was the most visited part of 
the Great Exhibition.

Today, we have a very good track record 
in the economy and in trade. United King-
dom is our second largest export market 
in Europe. Our total trade volume is more 
than 16 billion dollars and we continue to 
work together to reach 20 billion dollars 
in trade, a goal we set with Prime Minis-
ter May when she visited our country last 
year. We are determined to maintain the 
momentum in our commercial and trade 
relations and adapt to the changing envi-
ronment. Our experts meet on a regular 
basis to assess all possible options, includ-
ing the signing of a free trade agreement 
between our countries. 

I would like to issue a call to the distin-
guished representatives of the British busi-
ness community represented here. We host 
more than 3 thousand British companies 
in our country. We make no distinction 
between companies from Turkey and from 
the United Kingdom. This made it possible 
for you to invest approximately 10 billion 
dollars in our country in the last 15 years. 
We consider these investments as an indi-
cation of your confidence in our country. 
We will continue to host you in the best 
way possible. 

Turkey has a domestic market of 81 mil-
lion people. Our market is young and dy-
namic with a qualified workforce, strong 
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infrastructure and an experienced private 
sector. At the same time, we are working 
to make our market even more attractive 
for you. Our country provides access to a 
huge market of 1.5 billion people within 
a 3-4 hours flight radius. We have enacted 
ambitious and comprehensive incentive 
programs very recently and we are work-
ing on new incentives which will be an-
nounced soon. In this context, I look for-
ward to seeing you in our country for more 
investments.

Dear Friends, 

I would like to take this opportunity to em-
phasize an important subject. When our 
companies start their activities in Turkey 
and in the United Kingdom, let us not lim-
it our trade to the exchange of goods and 
services. Let us look for ways of producing 
high-tech products with high value-added. 
Our collaboration in the defense indus-
try is a great example of what we can do 
together. We have raised the bar with our 
“National Fighter Jet TF-X” project to man-
ufacture fifth generation fighter jets. In ad-
dition, let us market the products that we 
design and produce to third countries. Let 
us make use of business and trade oppor-
tunities in different parts of the world. The 
synergy to be derived from the operation-
al capabilities of Turkey and the financial 
power of the United Kingdom will bring 
significant gains to both sides. Let us make 
use of this great opportunity together. 

Euro-Atlantic security is 
important to us

Important steps were taken in this regard 
last year between Eximbank and UKEF, the 
UK Export Finance organization. A com-
prehensive cooperation framework was 
established to provide financing to pro-
jects that Turkish and British companies 
will jointly undertake in third countries. I 
believe that this cooperation will facilitate 
the establishment of partnerships between 
our companies when doing business in 
third countries. 

Tourism is an important cooperation area, 
but there was a slow down for some time. 
We would like to see you among the 40 mil-
lion tourists we plan to host this year. Such 
contacts go a long way beyond economic 
activities and strengthen our friendship. 

Distinguished Guests,

In our opinion, the strategic partnership 
between Turkey and the United Kingdom 
is not simply a matter of choice but a ne-
cessity that is in the interest of the two 
countries and a much larger geography. 
Euro-Atlantic security is important to us. 
We work towards lasting peace and secu-
rity in the Middle East. Our goal is to en-
sure stability in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan 
and Somalia. We believe that we must fight 
against all kinds of terrorism together. All 
of these issues have priority for our coun-
tries. There are significant challenges next 
door to our country and they have an im-
pact on all countries in the world. As two 
responsible members of the internation-
al community and two allies, Turkey and 
the United Kingdom fight together against 
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these challenges. We are both determined 
to fight the root causes of terrorism and ir-
regular migration at their source. 

We also share a common will to provide 
humanitarian aid to those in need around 
the world and to increase our cooperation 
to this end. The United States ranks first, 
the United Kingdom second and Turkey 
third in terms of humanitarian aid provid-
ed in the world. On the other hand, Turkey 
ranks first in terms of humanitarian aid 
calculated as a ratio of national income. As 
generous countries, we must continue to 
show solidarity with each other.

Turkey is also engaged in a very effective 
struggle against many terrorist organiza-
tions simultaneously. The steps we take in 
fighting against terrorism provide security 
not only to our people but also to Europe 
and the whole world.

I would like to mention another issue which 
is of importance to me. It is wrong to call 
Daesh the “Islamic State” because Daesh 
is a bloody gang that massacres innocent 
Muslims and causes the greatest harm to 
Muslims. Islam is a religion of peace. Our 
religion is a religion of peace and brother-
hood. I think that the United Kingdom is 
better placed compared to our other allies 
and friends to understand us on this sub-

ject because it has many Muslim citizens 
and a multicultural pluralistic society. I 
can sincerely say that the cooperation we 
have with the United Kingdom in the fight 
against terrorism in particular is far more 
advanced than the mechanisms that are in 
place with our other partners.

Distinguished Guests,

We will be holding comprehensive meet-
ings with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prime Minister May on the occasion 
of my visit to the United Kingdom. I would 
like to repeat the message I will express at 
these meetings here: United Kingdom is a 
valuable strategic partner we trust. As Tur-
key, we stand ready to increase our cooper-
ation with the United Kingdom in all areas 
after Brexit. We look forward to your sup-
port and contribution in this respect. Let 
us jointly make use of Turkey’s potential in 
the region and in the world. 

Our nation always remembers those who 
stand with us in difficult times. Our friends 
who will walk with us today as we start a 
new era will be even more valuable for us.

Thank you all very much. I look forward 
to seeing you in Turkey at the next Turk-
ish-British Tatlıdil Forum. All the best. 
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Distinguished Chairman, Distinguished 
Members of TÜRKEN Foundation, Es-
teemed Guests, Dear Students,

I greet you all wholeheartedly with love 
and affection.

I am very happy and excited to be with you 
on the occasion of my visit to the United 
Kingdom.

The last time we met with the TÜRKEN 
family was on September 30 at a gala din-
ner in New York during the General As-
sembly of the United Nations. As we do 
today, we had an opportunity to meet and 
exchange views in New York with a group 
of people who represent our brotherhood. 
I would like to express my gratitude to 
everyone who made it possible for us to 
meet heart-to-heart around this table.

Xenophobia and Islamophobia 
Rot The Foundations of Europe

TÜRKEN Foundation Dinner | London, U.K. | May 13, 2018
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In the countries I visit, I always try to meet, 
on the margins of my official meetings, our 
business people doing business and our 
brothers who are studying in those coun-
tries. I make a special effort to talk to stu-
dents who are studying in these countries 
in order to learn about their views and 
find out about their problems. Praise be 
to Allah, we witness many success stories 
that make us proud everywhere we travel. 
Young people from all corners of Anato-
lia represent Turkey proudly in the best 
schools and the biggest companies of the 
world. These young people make us and 
our nation proud with their success in aca-
demia and in the business community. God 
willing, you will also be a part of this cara-
van of success.

Once you complete your studies in a way 
befitting TÜRKEN students, I expect you 
to return to Turkey well-equipped to shoul-
der and support the development efforts 
in Turkey. I see this ideal, awareness and 
determination in your eyes. I know that 
TÜRKEN students are locked on realizing 
the vision for great and strong Turkey. A 
person is as great as his thoughts. A per-
son exists, is alive and active if he/she can 
dream. We will not allow anyone to batter 
our courage. God willing, we will trans-
form all our dreams into reality by joining 
our hands, strength and hearts.

Dear Young People,

I would like to reiterate a principle I always 
refer to. I hope that this principle will con-
stitute an example to our young people and 

will be a beacon of light illuminating their 
path. Remember that opportunities exist 
only if you have faith and dedication. If a 
person dedicates himself to a cause, there 
are no obstacles he cannot overcome. The 
key to success is your perseverance, tenac-
ity and discipline as you work to achieve 
your ideals. Life is not a rose garden with-
out thorns and it will never be. Our life on 
earth is a test full of challenges, hardships 
and difficulties as well as grace and divine 
blessing. There are times when one prob-
lem is a means to a thousand blessings. On 
such days, we should say:

“Let not your troubles make you sad,

Let not your blood boil over,

Because neither your blood nor your trou-
bles are here to stay!”

Yes, we are not everlasting, neither are our 
troubles.

TÜRKEN Foundation covered 
significant distance in a short 
time

The only eternal being is Almighty Allah, 
our creator and the creator of the uni-
verse. What remains under the heavens 
is the buds of kindness you plant in peo-
ple’s hearts. Knowing this, our nation has 
always worked hard for a legacy of chari-
table deeds with the foundations it estab-
lished over the course of many centuries. 
These institutions served in hundreds of 
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areas, for example for building nests for 
migrant birds, providing food to travelers 
and aiding in education and health. These 
efforts were based on the understanding 
that every person is remembered for his 
deeds.

The TÜRKEN Foundation which you are 
a part of today is the product of such a 
thoughtful and honorable idea. Although 
TÜRKEN was established only 3 or 4 years 
ago, it bears the hallmark of this centu-
ries-old legacy in its roots. TÜRKEN Foun-
dation covered significant distance in a 
short time, thanks in part to this strong 
tradition. The Foundation completed its 
institutionalization very quickly and start-
ed focusing on education services abroad 
which were already preyed on by nefari-
ous FETÖ members. TÜRKEN extended a 
helping hand to our young people in met-
ropolitan cities such as New York and Lon-
don where life is much harder. TÜRKEN 
provides opportunities with the warmth of 
one’s family to students who try to survive 
away from their countries and homes. To-
day, TÜRKEN is a close friend to our young 
people abroad and is the home, family and 
friend that the students can seek support 
from in difficult times.

Providing for the education of our chil-
dren is not the only activity of TÜRKEN in 
the United Kingdom. The Foundation also 
established close ties to civil society organ-
izations in the United Kingdom and con-
tributed to the development and strength-
ening of our cooperation with Muslims 
in this country. We were able to embrace 

brothers from all around the world at the 
events organized by the Foundation. We 
reinforced our bonds of affection with 
them in meetings organized on various oc-
casions. After the treachery of July 15, we 
realized the value and significance of the 
relations established by the Foundation. 
During those critical days when the true 
friends of Turkey became distinguishable 
from the fake ones who were unmasked, 
our brothers from the United Kingdom 
showed full solidarity with us. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank you all in 
person.

We know that thousands of our brothers 
gathered in front of the embassy here to 
pray and show their support on July 15 
when our nation stood up to the putschists. 
We also received heart-warming messages 
and good wishes from our citizens as well 
as our brothers who live here in the days 
following the coup attempt. The British 
government, too, stood with us against the 
coup attempt; their position was very dif-
ferent than many of our allies. Prime Min-
ister May called me and Foreign Secretary 
Johnson called our Foreign Minister to 
condemn the coup attempt and expressed 
their full solidarity with our country. Min-
ister Alan Duncan visited us 5 days after 
the coup attempt and he was the highest 
ranking Western official visiting us at the 
time. Both the visit of Minister Duncan 
and the official visit by Prime Minister 
May last year are symbols of our friend-
ship. God willing, the relations between 
Turkey and the United Kingdom will be 
further strengthened. 
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Dear Young People,

The world is changing at a breathtaking 
pace. As young people, you identify, expe-
rience and follow changes in technology 
and communication. Change always comes 
with pain and suffering. Change in the 
world also comes with problems. As Mus-
lims, we are very much impacted by this 
process of change. Brotherly countries such 
as Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Afghanistan 
have become testing ground for the strug-
gle between imperialistic powers. Muslim 
have been suffering from the consequenc-
es of this bloody and immoral struggle for 
the control of oil and underground riches. 
To our anguish, wails of the oppressed rise 
to the heavens from the ancient cities that 
used to be safe havens and centers of learn-
ing and wisdom for centuries. Many of the 
libraries, mosques, bazaars and neighbor-
hoods of Homs, Aleppo, Basra and Sana’a 
have been hit, destroyed and looted today. 
Since 2003, 1.5 million brothers have fall-
en victim to civil war and bombs. The crisis 
in Syria has been going on uninterrupted 
for 7 years and cost the lives of 1 million 
people, mostly women, children and the 
elderly. Around 13 million Syrian had to 
leave their homes and cities; Turkey hosts 
3.5 million of them.

Life for those with a different 
language, religion or skin color 
is increasingly restricted in the 
West

Some of these refugees traveled to Europe 
with hopes for salvation. They endured 
long and difficult journeys endangering 
their lives. They crossed rough seas in the 
Mediterranean or the Aegean in makeshift 
boats. When they reached land, what they 
faced was quite unexpected; they were met 
with racism, Islamophobia and xenopho-
bia in countries that claimed to be cradles 
of democracy. Many Western states that 
are supposedly patrons of human rights 
and freedoms forgot these values in the 
case of refugees. 

Today in European countries, Syrian, 
Asian and African refugees are considered 
not as people who are oppressed but as a 
threat. Xenophobia and Islamophobia rot 
the foundations of Europe as a major social 
disease that is even greater than anti-Semi-
tism in the late 1930s. Life for those with a 
different appearance, language, religion or 
skin color is increasingly restricted in the 
West. It is a great shame for humanity to 
see that countries with far greater econom-
ic power than Turkey condemn migrants 
to ghettos and camps when Turkey is em-
bracing 3.5 million refugees from Syria 
alone. The refugee crisis washed away the 
make-up from the faces of many countries 
that have lectured us on human rights and 
revealed their true colors. As Turkey fares 
well in this most difficult test for humanity 
in the last quarter of a century, many West-
ern countries that pretend to be disciples 
of democracy have failed.
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Dear Young People,

Never forget that you are the sons of a 
great nation, a great civilization. Your an-
cestors took care of the oppressed for cen-
turies without discriminating based on 
their religion, language or race. You rep-
resent a civilization that never makes a 
distinction between the oppressed or the 
oppressor based on their identity. Your 
forefathers embraced thousands of Jews 
who were fleeing genocide 5 centuries ago. 
Your legacy is that of a global state which 
dispensed justice on three continents and 
seven climates for 600 years. Therefore, we 
can never despise others or hold them in 
contempt. 

Tomorrow, a step will be taken regarding 
Jerusalem; it is supposed to become the 
capital of Israel. The United States is sup-
posed to recognize Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. Your decision is null and void. The 
United Nations took a decision regarding 
Jerusalem. 128 countries voted against the 
decision by the United States. Only a few 
jerry-built countries voted in their favor. 
You can declare any decision you want, 
but Jerusalem, especially East Jerusalem, 
is the capital of Palestine. This is how the 
Islamic world recognizes Jerusalem. 

We cannot build peace and prosperity on 
the blood of the aggrieved. Unlike others, 
we cannot let people kill each other for oil, 
gold or diamonds. Muslims are required 
to demand the same things for their broth-
ers and friends as they do for themselves. 
Muslim must, under all circumstances, act 

fairly and according to faith. For this pur-
pose, our state continues to fight for peace, 
justice and stability as it has always done. 
We defend rights on all platforms without 
bowing to pressure or paying heed to con-
demnations. We fight against bloody ter-
rorist organizations such as Daesh, FETÖ, 
Al-Qaeda and the PKK in the same way as 
we fight against cultural racism and fas-
cism that threaten our common future. 
We do not classify terrorists by ideology or 
identity as some of our allies do; we con-
demn all enemies of mankind. In our eyes, 
there is no difference between the civilians 
cruelly massacred by Daesh in Manchester 
or Paris and our brothers from Hama and 
Homs who die from the bombs dropped 
by the Assad regime. We never make any 
distinction between terrorists even if our 
opponents, counterparts or our allies make 
such a distinction. We never bowed and 
will never bow to terrorism or the labelling 
of our Muslim brothers as terrorists on the 
pretext of terrorism. We will insist on pur-
suing our global struggle for rights, free-
doms and justice despite threats, pressure 
or efforts to silence us.

You must fight against “project-
based” terrorist organizations

Turkey’s struggle is a struggle for all op-
pressed and otherized people. Our struggle 
is for the silent masses whose future is sto-
len from them. Turkey’s struggle is for the 
Palestinians and the people from Arakan, 
Africa, Turkistan and the oppressed peo-
ple in Asia. I expect young people such as 
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yourselves to take ownership of this strug-
gle in body and soul. I ask you to refute 
anti-Turkish propaganda by explaining 
what Turkey really is without bowing to 
the slanderous attempts by vile members 
of FETÖ and the separatists. I specifically 
ask you to fight against “project-based” ter-
rorist organizations.

I expect you to be very active in the process 
leading to the election on June 24. June 24 
is a turning point for Turkey. Voting will 
begin on June 7 abroad and at the customs 
entry points. As you know, we reduced vot-
ing age and the age to stand for elections 
to 18. Some of you will probably vote for 
the first time in this election. Some of your 
friends may be going to the ballot box for 
the first time. Elections on June 24 are crit-
ical in terms of ushering in a new era. We 

will not only elect the president and mem-
bers of parliament in this election; this 
election is also a vote for the 2023 goals 
and the 2053 and 2071 vision of Turkey. 
The result of this election will either mean 
that we carry on with our efforts for greater 
democracy and development and build on 
the past 16 years or lose many hard-fought 
achievements. I ask you to take the election 
process seriously. God willing, your votes 
and the votes of your family and friends 
will support great and strong Turkey.

Thank you for sharing your table with us 
tonight. I wish success to the TÜRKEN 
Foundation.

May the blessings of Allah be upon you. All 
the best. 
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Distinguished Participants, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I greet you with respect and affection. It is 
a great pleasure to meet you on the occa-
sion of my visit to the United Kingdom. 

I thank the directors of Chatham House for 
this opportunity. Today, I will share with 

you my views regarding Turkey’s region-
al and global vision. If Shakespeare were 
alive today and writing Hamlet, he would 
still have Hamlet say: “The times are out of 
joint!” Yes, it is impossible to say anything 
else at a time when mothers have been 
watching the murder of their children and 
the children the death of their parents in 
Syria for years. There is nothing else to say 

If Shakespeare Were Alive, He 
Would Still Have Hamlet Say 
“The Times Are Out of Joint!”

Chatham House | London, The United Kingdom | May 14, 2018
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when almost fifty people were targeted and 
killed by snipers within the last few weeks 
in Palestine and around one thousand peo-
ple who demanded nothing other than a 
chance to return home were deliberately 
shot. How can one possibly say anything 
other than “the times are out of joint” in 
the face of the tragedy of the refugees, 3.5 
million of whom we host in Turkey, fleeing 
oppression, persecution and violence and 
living with the hope of returning home? 
Ask an African father who is trying to feed 
his family with less than a dollar a day; he, 
too, will say that the times are out of joint. 
Words fail to describe the misery of the mil-
lions in Somalia, Yemen and Afghanistan. 

On the other hand, the international com-
munity, which is responsible for taking the 
lead to solve these problems, has been un-
able to reach a consensus even in the fight 
against terror. “Your terrorist is bad and 
my terrorist is good” does not solve any 
problems; it creates new ones. 

Dear Friends,

This is the problem that Turkey is facing in 
Syria. The most effective campaign to date 
against Daesh was conducted by Turkey. 
We struck the biggest blow to this organi-
zation in Syria by neutralizing 3 thousand 
Daesh militants in Operation Euphrates 
Shield. Additionally, we banned more than 
63 thousand people affiliated with Daesh 
from entering our country. We deported 
around 6 thousand 200 people who were 
suspected of being affiliated with terrorist 
organizations and who had illegally en-
tered our country. We arrested more than 

11 thousand people suspected of being 
affiliated with Daesh and Al-Qaeda and re-
manded 3 thousand 563 of them. We are 
also fighting another terrorist organiza-
tion; PYD/YPG terrorists are trying to take 
advantage of the vacuum in Syria to build 
a corridor of terror along our border while 
our so-called allies who are presumably 
against terrorism oppose our fight against 
these terrorists. Nevertheless, we were able 
to clear Afrin from these terrorists with 
Operation Olive Branch. Now, it is time to 
do the same in other regions. 

We act with virtue, willpower 
and courage for the solution of 
global problems

Turkey genuinely supports the territorial 
integrity and sovereignty of Syria because 
restoring security in this country is the 
only way to secure the return of the 3.5 mil-
lion Syrian refugees who currently live in 
Turkey. Although we spent 31 billion dol-
lars for the refugees so far, we did not re-
ceive any substantial support from either 
the European Union or any country or or-
ganization. While hundreds of thousands 
have already resettled in Syria in the areas 
where Turkey restored security, no one has 
yet returned to the areas controlled by ter-
rorist organizations which are supported 
by our allies. People know that these ter-
rorists are bloodthirsty just like Daesh. As 
a result, they do not return to their homes 
because they do not feel safe. 

Do not be misled by how this terrorist or-
ganization is abusing Kurdish identity. 
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The region called Kobane or Ayn al-Arab is 
controlled by PYD/YPG terrorists, but Ayn 
al-Arab, as the name implies, is not a Kurd-
ish region and the people from this region 
currently live in Şanlıurfa in Turkey. If the 
rights and welfare of the Kurds were truly 
considered, then these people would not 
be living in Şanlıurfa but across the border 
in their own homes. So, the issue is not the 
Kurds, it is terrorism. We will continue our 
principled fight against terrorist organiza-
tions to the end. 

At home, we are engaged in a determined 
and uncompromising fight against anoth-
er terrorist organization, FETÖ. The crimes 
committed by FETÖ, including the coup 
attempt on July 15 in particular, are only 
the tip of the iceberg. This organization 
has designs which are insidious enough 
to constitute a global threat. Courts in Tur-
key have already filed cases against this 
organization and initiated due process. We 
call on all countries including the United 
Kingdom to take action against this organ-
ization and extradite its members on their 
territory. 

Distinguished Participants,

While we are occupied with the crises in 
our own region, a very dangerous situation 
is emerging in continental Europe in par-
ticular and the West in general. People are 
otherized in the heart of Europe because of 
their faith, religion, culture and life-style. 
There are also other problems that threat-
en the common future of humanity in ad-
dition to discrimination based on faith and 

culture. For example, we still do not have a 
global action plan against global warming. 
Some countries which mostly caused the 
problem in the first place are even more 
selfish and undermine the global economy 
by threatening others with protectionism. 
At the same time, hard-earned diplomatic 
accomplishments for the non-proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction are openly 
wasted through unilateral action. 

There are also attempts to change the status 
of Jerusalem, which is sacred to all three 
Abrahamic religions, for domestic political 
reasons and against the objections of the 
international community. This bleak pic-
ture brings to mind the dark times before 
World War II. In fact, the current situation 
we face seems to justify “homo homini lu-
pus”. However, our nation believes that hu-
man beings are the most honorable of all 
creatures. Therefore, we do not accept this 
situation that is being imposed on us and 
humanity as a whole.

Behind our call for “the world is bigger 
than five” lies our objection to this unfair-
ness, injustice, double standards and in-
difference and our desire to ensure global 
security. In our opinion, the world cannot 
be governed based solely on the decisions 
of the 5 permanent members of the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council. The remain-
ing 196 countries must be represented on 
a rotational basis at the Security Council. 
We choose to raise our voice instead of 
remaining silent, indifferent or bowing to 
pressure. If the times are out of joint, one 
cannot put it back with a strong hammer. 
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Things can only improve through hope, 
dialog, sharing and by fighting together 
against oppression. 

This is where we need to make a choice; we 
will either choose to become wolf to another 
man and eliminate each other or cooperate to 
find solutions to our troubles. This is why the 
key points in our election manifesto which I 
announced last week are: virtue, willpower 
and courage. These are the basic tenets of our 
vision in domestic and international policy 
and our 16 years in government. We prom-
ised our people that we will act with virtue, 
willpower and courage to find solutions to 
all national, regional and global challenges 
we face. Through you, we extend the same 
promise to humanity as a whole.

We employ a completely 
different approach in the 
operations we conduct in Syria

Dear Friends, 

Turkey pursues an initiative-taking and 
conscientious foreign policy. We are 
among the leading countries in the world 
in terms of humanitarian aid. Turkey is by 
far the most generous country in the world 
in humanitarian aid as a ratio of its GDP. 
Our regional and global vision is built on 
the principles of peace for all, security for 
all, and prosperity for all. This is why mul-
tilateral cooperation is important to us. 
Turkey is trying to build and develop its 
friendships in the region and in the world 
with a “win-win” approach.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to 
elaborate on the situation in the Middle 
East, the cradle of ancient civilizations. The 
political, humanitarian, security and eco-
nomic dimensions of the Syrian conflict in 
its eighth year have led to destruction that 
is unprecedented since World War II. We 
were involved in efforts to solve the Syrian 
conflict from the very beginning. We were 
actively involved in the Geneva process. 
We engaged in significant efforts during 
the Astana Talks as the guarantor of the op-
position for a concrete outcome that would 
complement the Geneva process. In the 
field, we took on all kinds of initiatives in-
cluding the setting up of observation posts 
to reduce tensions and took action against 
terrorist organizations when necessary. 
We cleared a total area of 4 thousand 
square kilometers from terrorists with the 
Euphrates Shield and Olive Branch Oper-
ations. We achieved significant progress 
with Russia and Iran in our efforts to en-
sure the security of İdlib region. We are 
deeply saddened for failing to prevent the 
atrocities in Eastern Ghouta and in Douma 
in particular. 

Turkey’s operations in Syria follows a pat-
tern that is different than the methods 
employed by others including the regime. 
We conduct our operations without ever 
harming civilians. When faced with ter-
rorists using civilians as shields, we risk 
suffering losses when necessary, but we 
absolutely refrain from harming civilians. 
Conversely, everywhere else in Syria, forc-
es of the regime, terrorists and the forces 
of the countries collaborating with the re-
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gime and the terrorists have no such con-
cern. For this reason, almost one million 
people, mostly children, women and elder-
ly, lost their lives and historical cities have 
been razed to the ground.

Compare the photos taken in Al-Bab and 
Afrin after Turkey entered these cities 
with the photos taken after the operations 
in Aleppo, Eastern Ghouta and Raqqa. No 
words are necessary; you will see the dif-
ference. Places where Turkey ensured se-
curity have become safe havens for Syrians 
fleeing the atrocities of the regime in East-
ern Ghouta, Homs and elsewhere.

Distinguished Participants,

Another issue that is escalating lately is 
Iran. We believe that it is important to ben-
efit from Iran’s constructive contributions 
to ensure stability in our region. In our 
opinion, political dialog with Iran will be 
to the benefit of the international commu-
nity. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion on Iran’s nuclear program is a signifi-
cant diplomatic achievement that needs to 
be protected. All reports of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency indicate that Iran 
complies with this plan. Good relations to 
be established with Iran are also impor-
tant for the future of a stable, democratic, 
prosperous and united Iraq. We expect the 
government that will be formed after the 
recent elections in this country to be based 
on the principles of compromise and inclu-
siveness.

The developments in Yemen and Libya are 
other important problems in our region. 
The crisis in Yemen has entered its fourth 

year and is becoming increasingly more 
complicated. The humanitarian crisis and 
chaos in the country mostly benefits ter-
rorist organizations such as Daesh and 
Al-Qaeda. Turkey supports a comprehen-
sive political solution in Yemen based on 
its territorial integrity.

Libya deserves to be in unity and should 
swiftly return to normal. The Libyan Polit-
ical Agreement signed in 2015 is a signif-
icant opportunity to this end. We support 
the Libyan people, the Presidency Council 
and the Government of National Accord 
that aim to reach a compromise in Libya 
and rebuild the country.

We are also closely monitoring the tension 
in the Gulf. We hope for lasting peace in 
the Gulf region.

The United States lost its ability 
to act as a mediator in the 
Middle East Peace Process

For decades, the Israeli Palestinian conflict 
has been the leading cause of instability 
in the Middle East. We have always stated 
that the establishment of an independent, 
sovereign and geographically contiguous 
Palestinian State within 1967 lines, with 
East Jerusalem as its capital, is the only 
way to achieve lasting peace and stability 
in the region. 

Today, the United States is expected to im-
plement its decision to move its embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. We once again 
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reject this decision which violates interna-
tional law and is against United Nations res-
olutions. The United States lost its ability to 
act as a mediator in the Middle East Peace 
Process by choosing to become part of the 
problem rather than the solution with this 
last step. The international community 
should fulfill its responsibility urgently and 
take immediate action to end Israel’s grow-
ing aggression and its violations against the 
Palestinian people. In this context, I would 
like to state as the President of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation that this step 
is a disservice to peace and will light a fuse 
that will create chaos in the region.

Distinguished Participants,

Turkey has deep-rooted relations with Eu-
rope. Our country is part of Europe and 
almost all European institutions as well 
as being the founding member of many 
of these institutions. Accession to the Eu-
ropean Union remains our strategic goal 
despite the problems we face. Turkey has 
been sincerely fulfilling its part in the ac-
cession negotiations from the start. Nev-
ertheless, accession negotiations which is 
a technical process have been completely 
politicized and made difficult.

On the other hand, there are more Alba-
nians living in Turkey than the Albanian 
population and more Bosnians than those 
living in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Notwith-
standing these facts, some countries that 
do not even share a border with the region 
try to depict Turkey as a hostile force in the 
Balkans. We do not regard the Balkans as 

an area of influence but as an area of coop-
eration. 

Finally, I would like to briefly address the 
Cyprus issue. For half a century, the Turk-
ish Cypriots have been working for a set-
tlement on the island with strong support 
from Turkey. The Greek Cypriots, on the 
other hand, did not agree to the establish-
ment of a partnership with Turkish Cypri-
ots on the basis of political equality. If the 
Greek Cypriots insist on conducting hy-
drocarbon activities in East Mediterrane-
an unilaterally, the security and stability of 
the region will always be in danger. 

We are pleased that the tension in anoth-
er crisis region between South Korea and 
North Korea is now replaced with an at-
mosphere of peace. During our visit to 
South Korea recently, we shared these 
thoughts with our counterparts.

China is an important player in the region 
and around the world. China’s One Belt 
One Road Initiative may have a significant 
impact in the long-term. As Turkey, we sup-
port the initiative to revitalize the ancient 
Silk Road which will become an important 
trade and humanitarian link between Chi-
na and Europe.

We support all initiatives for lasting peace, 
development and welfare in the Caucasus 
and Central Asia. The only country missing 
in this positive picture is Armenia. We are 
looking forward to the day when reason-
ableness and common sense will prevail 
with the Armenian government.
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Rohingya Muslim should 
receive more support

The security situation in Afghanistan re-
mains vulnerable. We will continue to take 
part in NATO’s Resolute Support Mission 
in Afghanistan to ensure stability and se-
curity. We are also working on developing 
regional cooperation by focusing on Af-
ghanistan.

The humanitarian tragedy experienced by 
the Rohingya may cause global problems 
and security risks that extend beyond the 
region. We support efforts to improve the 
living conditions of Rohingya refugees 
currently in Bangladesh since it is high-
ly unlikely that they will go home in the 
near future. We expect the international 
community to provide more support to Ro-
hingya Muslims.

Distinguished Participants, 

As you know, Turkey will hold presidential 
and parliamentary elections on June 24. 

As the chairman of a party that has been in 

power for the last 16 years in our country, 

we never took a step back from democra-

cy, law, rights and freedoms despite all of 

the attacks we suffered in times of tutelage 

and during the coup attempt, Turkey im-

plemented the broadest democratic and 

economic reforms during our term in gov-

ernment. We are determined to carry on 

with reforms by winning the support of 

our people in the June 24 election. Simi-

larly, we will work to ensure regional and 

global peace, stability and justice through 

our efforts in foreign policy. In this con-

text, I also believe that we will advance our 

close cooperation with the United King-

dom even further in the future.

In concluding my remarks, I would like to 

thank you for your attention. All the best.
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Dear Students, Dear Young Brothers,

I greet you wholeheartedly.

I am very happy to have an opportunity to 
meet young friends, who are the guarantee 
of our future, in London on the occasion of 
my visit to the United Kingdom. I would 
like to wholeheartedly thank the organiz-
ers of this wonderful meeting. I wish you 
success in your studies.x

At the outset, I would like to start by ex-
pressing my condolences to the Gazan 
martyrs who fell victim to Israeli terror. I 
also pray for the recovery of our Palestini-
an brothers who were wounded during the 
same attacks. Sadly, 55 Palestinians were 
martyred and more than 2 thousand 500 
were wounded today. Some of the wound-
ed are in intensive care. Unfortunately, we 
have difficulty providing even medication 
for them.

Israel is a Terror State

Reception with Turkish Students in the United Kingdom 
London, U.K. | May 14, 2018
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Whoever is involved in this humanitarian 
tragedy and genocide, be they the United 
States or Israel, I condemn them. I also con-
demn those who remain silent vis-à-vis this 
genocide. Those who call us to account do 
not raise their voice even a little bit against 
the occupiers of Palestinian territories. Is-
rael is engaged in state-sponsored terror. 
Israel is a terror state, as proven by these 
steps. Unfortunately, as the United States 
is cooperating with the PYD/YPG under 
the pretext of fighting against Daesh, it is 
also mercilessly supporting Israel. Israel 
is committing genocide. In fact, they have 
been engaged in this genocide since 1948. 
They are trying to remove the Palestinians 
from the small territory they have left.

The attacks against civilians who are only 
exercising their democratic rights against 
an illegitimate decision reveal, once again, 
the ugly face of Israel.

We held discussions with the prime min-
ister and other colleagues when we heard 
news of the attacks. We made some deci-
sions as a result of our consultations to 
express Turkey’s reaction to the ongoing 
atrocities. We are declaring three days of 
mourning to show our solidarity with our 
Palestinian brothers. In addition, we called 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) as its President to an extraordinary 
meeting. We will have the extraordinary 
meeting on Friday morning and hold a big 
rally in Yenikapı in the afternoon.

Furthermore, we call on the United Na-
tions General Assembly to meet urgently. 
God willing, the Grand National Assembly 

of Turkey will hold a special session tomor-
row. We will also organize rallies in Istan-
bul on Friday and in Diyarbakır on Sunday 
to show our solidarity with our Palestinian 
brothers.

We are recalling our 
ambassadors in Washington 
and Tel Aviv to Turkey

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
will organize donation drives in member 
states throughout the month of Ramadan 
for our Palestinian brothers. The Turk-
ish Red Crescent completed procurement 
worth 100 thousand dollars in Gaza ur-
gently today and began delivering this 
aid to hospitals in Gaza. In the meantime, 
AFAD and the Chief of General Staff are 
working on evacuating the wounded from 
Gaza.

We are also recalling our ambassadors in 
Washington and Tel Aviv to Turkey for 
consultations. 

Furthermore, I will talk to many leaders in-
cluding President Abbas and the Secretary 
General of the United Nations.

Let me emphasize that this is the day for 
solidarity against oppression and injus-
tice. Today, I call on all Christians, Jews 
and other believers with common sense to 
raise their voice against this injustice. We 
will never allow this day to become the day 
when the Islamic world lost Jerusalem. 
We will firmly stand with our Palestinian 
brothers.
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Dear Young People,

You are in London, a city world-renowned 
for education, for a very important reason. 
I believe that the graduate studies and lan-
guage learning programs you attend here 
are a great opportunity for yourself and for 
our country. I am confident that you will 
make the best use of this opportunity be-
fore returning to your country. They say 
that “opportunities are like lightning, they 
disappear in a flash”. Our Prophet (pbuh) 
mentions “health, wealth, life, leisure time 
and youth” among the 5 things we recog-
nize the value of when we lose them. He 
says that their value is best understood 
when we no longer have them. All of us and 
our young people in particular must firmly 
embrace these recommendations that are 
as valuable as a gem. I believe that you will 
recognize the value and significance of the 
opportunities provided to you today and 
work towards your goals with great deter-
mination.

Dear Young People,

You are neither the first nor the last gener-
ation who is studying abroad. As a nation, 
we have been sending our students here 
for the last 2 centuries so that they learn 
about science and knowledge in the West. 
You are chosen from among the most suc-
cessful, brightest, intelligent and willing 
students. Hundreds of thousands of our 
students studied in this way for many 
years as a result of the opportunities that 
were provided by the state, voluntary or-
ganizations and families. Some of these 
young people returned to their homeland 

while others made their adopted countries 
home. Of the students who returned home 
or stayed in their adopted countries, there 
are many who make us proud. Then, there 
are also those who lose their identity and 
direction. Asım who Mehmet Akif praises 
as a role model to young people and Haluk, 
son of Tevfik Fikret who went to Scotland 
for his studies and became a priest, are 
two striking examples. The late Akif gave 
sound advice to young people in his poem 
“I won’t applaud oppression”. The poem is 
almost like the story of these two examples 
I just mentioned to you: 

“I won’t applaud oppression, nor the tyrant. 

I won’t curse the past for the sake of the 
present.

And if any man curses my ancestors, I can 
even strangle him!

- No, you wouldn’t dare! 

- I would at least turn him away.

I won’t endure such depravity. 

I’d rather die than praise injustice,

Especially if perpetrated in the name of 
justice!

Devoted to freedom since the day I was 
born,

Never has the golden tulip been my yoke!

Easygoing I may be, but who said I am doc-
ile as sheep?
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Cut off my neck you might, but bow it you 
will not!

I am compassionate to the bone,

Ready to be whipped and kicked to ease 
your pain.

I can’t say never mind, I do mind!

I’ll crush and be crushed to uphold justice.

I am the enemy of the oppressor but friend 
for the oppressed.

Is this how you describe backwardness in 
your language?”

The comparison between Asım and Haluk 
expresses a longing for young people who 
act in the way described above. I know that 
you follow the path of Asım. That is why 
we will happily entrust the future to you. 

They act as the legions of other 
countries and try to fool us into 
thinking that it is progress

Dear Young People,

Today we have 6.5 million citizens, a dias-
pora, living around the world and mostly 
in Europe. Some of them are very success-
ful in business, academia, politics, cinema, 
literature, trade, and media and publish-
ing. Professor Aziz Sancar who received 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2015 and 
made us all very proud as a nation is only 
one of our very successful citizens. Irre-

spective of their political identity, ideology, 
language, religion or origin, we are proud 
of the achievements of all of our citizens 
who live abroad and consider themselves 
a part of Turkey. We consider their success 
ours wherever they may live.

However, there are some who almost com-
pete with each other in their animosity to-
wards our country. Perhaps they do so to 
ingratiate themselves with others. We fol-
low with sadness these mankurts, mindless 
slaves, who make it their business to show 
hostility to Turkey and the Turkish nation. 
At least, foreigners respect some princi-
ples even as they pass judgment about 
our country, but these agitators flagrantly 
employ lies and slander. Insulting our na-
tion at every opportunity is considered an 
achievement as far as they are concerned. 
They act as legions of other countries and 
try to fool us into thinking that this is jour-
nalism, academia and progress. They think 
that running campaigns against Turkey on 
social media and spreading slander from 
fake accounts is opposition. These charac-
ters who bow before their patrons but treat 
their own people with arrogance, disre-
spect and without mercy have one task and 
one task alone: they are the agitators, hired 
guns. Their state of mind suffers from the 
“statelessness syndrome”. This is why they 
rejoice in the success of others rather than 
their own country and nation.

A so-called journalist at Chatham House 
today claimed that 254 journalists are be-
hind bars in Turkey. He is lying. Those in 
jail are not journalists. Terrorist organi-
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zations gave them press cards. They are 
not journalists, they are terrorists, they 
are ATM robbers, they are killers. The so-
called journalist asking the question said, 
“how can we visit a country like that?” This 
is clearly adding insult to injury. This was 
how he tried to corner me. They do not 
know anything about Turkey. I told him 
to come and be my guest. These people are 
loud and try to suggest that people cannot 
live in Turkey.

This is the reason why they forget their 
humanity and dare absolve the separatist 
terrorist organization and the FETÖ scum 
who martyred 251 people. They have no 
emotional connection to our country or 
nation anymore. All we feel is pity towards 
those who owe their position, name and 
place to being hostile towards our coun-
try. They are poor souls who have forfeited 
their will and personality for short-term 
gains. They have no reputation to uphold 
before our nation and even for the patrons 
they try to ingratiate themselves with be-
cause of their treachery.

Dear Young People,

A bad example is no example at all. We 
will not allow a bunch of people who lack 
character to set an example for us, to keep 
us occupied or to speak about our country 
and nation here or there.

In addition to your other responsibilities, 
you have an important responsibility to 
represent Turkey abroad. We will not let 
traitors and despicable members of FETÖ 
or the PKK who espouse deviant views take 

center stage here. Remember that truth 
is the panacea for lies. Like the sun, the 
warmth of truth melts all slander. Here, as 
in our country, we must embrace only the 
truth to make our case about Turkey to our 
counterparts.

We are building a very nice mosque in 
Cambridge. I hope that it will be complet-
ed soon. 

Our young people must excel in 
all areas

Undoubtedly, students who are studying 
communication, law and social sciences 
with the support of TRT and the Anado-
lu Agency have a greater responsibility in 
this respect. On the other hand, it is pos-
sible for everyone to engage in this effort 
since there is a lot of diversity in the me-
dia as a result of communication technol-
ogies. We know that many people who are 
not journalists by profession or who have 
never had any training in communication 
do a much better job than centuries-old 
news agencies through forums, blogs, vid-
eo blogs and social media. Our youth must 
excel in what they do and lead the way to 
the top in all fields.

You have a greater responsibility in this re-
spect because you are educated by the re-
sources set aside from the livelihood of our 
nation. Our nation expects you to excel in 
academic studies, social and cultural ties 
and in terms of the efforts I just described. 
This is the only thing that the farmer in 
Çorum, the miner in Zonguldak, the fish-
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erman in Trabzon, the soldier in Şırnak, 
the policeman in Hatay expect from you 
for the sacrifice they made for your edu-
cation. Hundreds of millions of aggrieved 
and oppressed people who have faith in 
our country are praying with your moth-
ers and fathers for your success. Looking 
at you, I see that you are very much aware 
of these expectations.

Dear Young People,

As you know, a critical election will take 
place in Turkey soon. Turkey took a his-
toric step at the referendum on April 16 to 
change the system of government in Tur-
key. We will put this decision into practice 
on June 24. Turkey was subject to external 
manipulations before every election in the 
past. Recently, these interventions have be-
come uglier and more malicious. Europe-
an countries, where terrorist organizations 
roam freely, prevent our election efforts in 
a way that contradicts democracy and the 
exercise of rights and freedoms. They do 
not know that erecting obstacles, sets or 
barrier between our hearts is impossible. 
We are connected with our nation by invis-
ible bridges between our hearts.

Every single citizen, every single brother, 
every single student, every single worker 
represents our voice at its loudest, our eyes 
and our ears at their sharpest. My request 
from the millions of brothers around the 
world and in Europe in particular is for 
them to tell others about the just cause that 
Turkey is pursuing. I have no doubt that we 

can convince people, no matter what their 
governments say. I have full confidence in 
you because I believe that you will convince 
first our citizens and then the people in the 
countries where you live. Remember that 
you are the guarantee of the future, the sol-
diers of our independence. Failure, frustra-
tion, weariness or throwing in the towel do 
not become our young people.

We are the grandsons of a people who 
guided world affairs and dispensed justice 
around the world for centuries. We are the 
descendants of Sultan Mehmet the Con-
queror who transported ships over land to 
conquer Istanbul when he was only 21. We 
belong to a noble nation who, against all 
odds, recorded in history that Çanakkale 
is “impassable”. We believe that “faith and 
dedication are so strong, they can make a 
male goat produce milk”. What makes a 
hole in marble is not the power of water 
but the perseverance of the drops. There 
is no obstacle that can stand before disci-
pline, patience and effort. All we need to do 
is to have faith, work hard and be willing to 
make sacrifices for our goals and dreams. 
God willing, the rest will follow.

With these thoughts, I celebrate your Holy 
Month of Ramadan which is a month of 
mercy, forgiveness and salvation. May the 
blessings of Allah be upon you as you fast 
and pray in this holy month of Ramadan.

I wish you success in your studies. All the 
best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

I wholeheartedly greet all my brothers who 
are here in Istanbul Yenikapı representing 
the voice of hundreds of millions of people 
whose hearts beat for Jerusalem and who 
are moved with deep sadness and anger 
over the events taking place in Jerusalem. 

I also greet our guests who are in our coun-
try and with us today on the occasion of 
the Extraordinary Summit of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation.

I salute the Chairman of MHP Devlet 
Bahçeli, the Chairman of BBP and the dis-
tinguished representatives of political par-

As Muslims, Let Us Unite 
Against The Oppressors 

With One Heart

Yenikapı “Curse the Oppression, Support Jerusalem” Rally 
İstanbul | May 18, 2018
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ties who have declared that “Jerusalem is a 
cause for all” and are attending this rally. I 
send my greetings to everyone watching us 
in our country, in the region and the whole 
world through the media. I greet all my 
brothers in Mecca, the location of our Kaa-
ba, and in Medina, the city entrusted to us 
by our beloved Prophet (pbuh). I greet all 
my brothers in Jerusalem and Gaza who 
stand tall despite the tears in their eyes 
and the pain in their hearts as they grieve 
for their martyrs. I especially greet our Pal-
estinian brothers who are fighting against 
Israeli oppression only with the strength 
of their conviction in their hearts. May 
the blessings of Allah be upon our mar-
tyrs who were brutally massacred as they 
defended their faith and homeland. I pray 
for a speedy recovery for our veterans who 
were wounded in this sacred struggle. I ex-
press my gratitude to the oppressed Pales-
tinian people who took on themselves the 
task of protecting the dignity of mankind 
and Muslims. Assalamu alaikum wa rah-
matullahi wa barakatuh.

Brothers,

Jerusalem is not just a city. Jerusalem is 
a symbol, a test. Jerusalem is Qibla. If we 
cannot protect our first Qibla, then we can-
not look to the future of our last Qibla with 
confidence. Frankly speaking, the Islamic 
world has failed the test on Jerusalem. It is 
not only the Islamic world but mankind as 
a whole that has failed this test. As one of 
our late poets says;

“They first occupied the Jerusalem that 
was in our hearts.

We lost the war first within ourselves.”

Cahit Zarifoğlu

Long live hell for the oppressors

As Muslims, we have failed at resisting 
oppression ever since the Jerusalem in 
our hearts was occupied. For 4 centuries, 
the Ottoman State governed Jerusalem in 
peace, order and prosperity also for the 
followers of other religions. The Ottomans 
were on the losing side of the battle in 
World War I and had to leave a lot of ter-
ritory behind, including Jerusalem. Ever 
since that day, there has not been a single 
day of peace in Jerusalem. Respect for all 
religions, a hallmark of the city, began to 
erode. Sacred treasures of Muslims as well 
as Christians came under threat. 

As the poet says: 

“Oh Jerusalem, the city of sorrow

A big tear wandering in the eye

Who will halt the aggression

On you, the pearl of religions?

Who will wash your bloody walls?”

Nizar Qabbani

Since that day, blood could never be washed 
away from the walls of Jerusalem or from 
Palestinian territories. 
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According to the decision of the United 
Nations in 1947, Jerusalem was to become 
an international city with a special status. 
However, this decision only led to the rap-
id occupation of Palestine and the forced 
eviction of the inhabitants of the region 
who had lived here for thousands of years. 
The United Nations remained silent in 
1967 when Jerusalem was occupied and is 
implicitly to blame for all of the unfair, un-
lawful, unconscientious and immoral ac-
tions of Israel because it simply remained 
a bystander. Do you now understand why 
I say, “The world is bigger than 5”? You 
will see nothing but oppression in a world 
where the United States has the power to 
decide everything on its own. Therefore, 
what do we say? Long live hell for the op-
pressors. The United Nations has suffered 
another blow to its already battered legiti-
macy today by failing to effectively oppose 
the step taken by the United States. 

In fact, the last straw should have been the 
burning of Al-Aqsa Mosque by some Jews 
2 years after Israel’s occupation. Unfortu-
nately, even a disaster of that magnitude 
failed to bring Muslims together. I make a 
distinction between Zionists and Jews. The 
real struggle is with Zionists. The hatred 
that Zionists have against Muslims is un-
forgivable. The then Israeli Prime Minister 
speaks of his feelings regarding the day of 
these heart-breaking events as follows: “I 
thought that Muslims would enter Jeru-
salem from all sides... I was too afraid to 
sleep until the morning... Morning came 
and nothing happened... At that moment, I 
realized that we can do as we please.” Sad, 

but true. Our poet describes this situation 
so well:

“I dreamt of the Masjid al-Aqsa

It was like a crying child

I went there to put my forehead at its en-
trance

It felt like the rumbling of an underground 
river

 

I wait for someone to arrive,

A voice said.

Where are my brothers?

I am the first Qibla of the Great Nabi

Did they all forget it?”

Mehmet Akif İnan

We talk about the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Jerusa-
lem and Palestine, but the truth is we act as 
a bystander with our hands tied.

The immoral speak only the 
language of power

Brothers,

Israel is doing what it wants, undaunted, 
since 1947. The decision by the United 
States violates the sanctity of Jerusalem 
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once again. Al-Aqsa Mosque is increasingly 
dirtied by the boots of radical Jews. Mas-
jid-e-Khalil is still under occupation. We, 
the Muslims, do no more than condemn. 
Although we do not act today, there are 
many examples of how Muslims made Je-
rusalem a place of peace in the past. Hazrat 
Umar conquered Jerusalem almost without 
anyone’s nose bleeding although he had a 
big army who stood ready to die. Centuries 
later, the Crusaders who formed big armies 
to conquer Jerusalem came to Anatolia as a 
force of 600 thousand and were able to cross 
the Taurus Mountains as an army of only 
100 thousand despite their savagery along 
the way. The Seljuk Beys who fought against 
them were not scared of the size of the en-
emy or the silhouette behind it. When the 
army made up of the remnants of the Cru-
saders entered Jerusalem, they massacred 
everyone in the city including Muslims and 
Jews. When Salahuddin Ayyubi took Jeru-
salem back, he allowed everyone who sur-
rendered to leave. The achievements of this 
great commander who “could not sleep at 
home when Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
the house of Allah, were occupied” became 
the symbol of faith and courage against 
oppression. Similar events took place in 
other Crusades. As the other side violently 
marched to Jerusalem and oppressed and 
massacred everyone, the Muslims defeated 
them with the strength of their faith and fist 
but did not harm innocent people. 

The last major example of this wave of 
attack is Çanakkale. Although they tried 
to cover our horizons with a wall of steel, 
praise be to Allah, our nation stopped this 
disgraceful attack with the mighty chest 
of a believer. 

Please note that when the oppressors at-
tacked with all their might in these in-
stances, Muslims did not just pray and 
shed tears. They fought with all their 
might strengthened by the promise of Al-
lah and without any regard for the num-
bers, weapons and technology of their 
opponents because they believed that 
“consenting to oppression is also a form 
of oppression”. A battle where you fight 
with the strength of your fist and heart 
will certainly result in victory. This is 
what we are missing today. If we do not 
add the strength of our fist and hearts to 
our prayers and tears, we cannot stop the 
oppressors because oppressors who defy 
laws and the rights of others will not lis-
ten to words or advice. Oppressors who 
are immoral and who overcome the fear 
inside them with more oppression only 
speak the language of power. If the whole 
world and all Muslims stand as one and 
stand up to this oppression, the support 
of their lobbies alone will not be enough 
to allow Israel to carry on undaunted like 
this. The poet of our independence Akif 
states it very eloquently:
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“Wake up from years and centuries of 
sleep

Shake yourself up: destroy the darkness 
around you

Take a look: the skies are awake, the earth 
is awake

It is stupid to sleep while the world is 
awake.

Oh! You are the reason for this abomina-
tion,

Oh, ignorance that ails this nation.

You left no religion or honor

Oh, the dark clouds over Islam

Oh, the enemy of truth, you must be killed 
first

You are the hand that lends victory to our 
enemies.”

Mehmet Akif Ersoy

We owe it to the Islamic world to extract 
ourselves from this current state of affairs. 

Come, let us all march against 
oppression with the power of 
Jerusalem in our step

Brothers,

The biggest responsibility falls on the 
shoulders of Muslims. We must first en-
sure our togetherness, solidarity and broth-
erhood so that we can stand strong before 
the oppressor. I will be frank. If Muslims 
are fierce, intolerant and even unconscien-
tious in their internal struggles, they be-
come equally spiritless, faint-hearted and 
cowardly in their affairs against their op-
ponents. As a result, we cannot even thwart 
the project-based terrorist organizations 
planted in our midst. 

A terrorist organization called Daesh has 
sprung in our region. I ask you: whose 
blood did this organization spill, who did 
it cause suffering for and whose cities did 
it destroy? This organization spilled only 
the blood of Muslims. This organization at-
tacked only the legacy of the Islamic geog-
raphy. The forces who arrived from around 
the world to purportedly fight this organ-
ization have almost occupied our geogra-
phy. Other organizations including Al-Qa-
eda, Boko Haram, the PKK and FETÖ are 
also serving the same purpose. The emerg-
ing situation tells us that the only goal of 
such organizations is to destroy the unity 
and peace of Muslims and their institu-
tions to prepare our lands for occupation. 
This is one of the reasons why the sanctity 
of Jerusalem can be trampled on so easily 
today and why the lives of our Palestinians 
brothers mean nothing.
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Being a part of Islam and a Muslim is no 
easy task. Anyone who says “I am Muslim” 
must understand our beloved Prophet’s 
(pbuh) advice. He says that “Whoever of 
you sees an evil must then change it with 
his hand. If he is not able to do so, then he 
must change it with his tongue. And if he 
is not able to do so, then he must change it 
with his heart. And that is the slightest ef-
fect of faith.” As Muslims today, we are una-
ble to change evil with our hands and, most 
of the time, we cannot reach agreement on 
how to oppose evil with our tongue. Allah 
only knows what is in our hearts. 

Such disregard by Muslims is most appar-
ent in the case of Jerusalem. Except for our 
Palestinian brothers who are defending 
their territory against the attacks of Israel, 
do Muslims show sufficient awareness to 
undo evil in Jerusalem with their hands? 
Most Muslims do not try to change this sit-
uation even with their tongue and locking 
this cause up only in our hearts may, God 
forbid, result in the slight effect of faith as 
warned by our beloved Prophet (pbuh). 
This is so well put by one of our poets who 
says:

“Go to Mount Sinai,

So you shall know where Quds is

I carry Quds with me like a wristwatch

Set it not to Quds

And your time will be wasted

Frozen it will be

Your eyes shall stop to see

Come

Be a mother

Because the mother

Makes Quds from a child

When the man become a father

A Quds comes to life inside him

Walk, my fellow!

Let the power of Quds embrace your steps”

Nuri Pakdil

Yes, come and let us all march against op-
pression with the power of Jerusalem in 
our step.

 Muslims cannot be bereft of hope. The Al-
mighty says: “Do not show complacency, 
do not despair. You are strong only if you 
believe.” To live up to this divine advice, we 
call on all Muslims to come together as one 
and stand before the oppressor with one 
fist and one heart. The day we overcome 
the lack of regard in our midst, we will in-
still fear in the heart of the oppressor. God 
willing, Jerusalem will be the beginning of 
the salvation of all Muslims. I believe that 
we will shake off this lethargy by taking 
ownership of the cause for Jerusalem.
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We will not let go of this holy city which 
is a legacy of Hazrat Umar and Salahuddin 
Ayyubi and where our beloved Prophet 
(pbuh) embarked on the journey of Miraj. 
Our Palestinian brothers have been fulfill-
ing this duty to this day. From now on, it is 
up to the 1 billion 700 million Muslims to 
take over the watch. Are we ready for this 
responsibility? Thank you.

The United States does not solve 
problems, it creates them 

Brothers,

I would like to take this opportunity to de-
clare that we will never accept the occu-
pation of Jerusalem, the violation of the 
sanctity of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 
usurpation of the rights of the Palestini-
ans. With the decision to move their em-
bassy to Jerusalem, the United States has 
unequivocally shown that it is a party to 
this conflict and not a mediator. The Unit-
ed States has shown that it is not in favor of 
solving problems but aggravating them. As 
the executive body of the United Nations, 
the Security Council has been rendered 
mute by the actions of the United States 
and cannot take any decision about Israel. 
The resolutions of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly have not been recognized by 
Israel since 1947. A new resolution by the 
United Nations General Assembly on Jeru-
salem is important in terms of revealing 
who takes which side. 

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we called all members 
states to an extraordinary meeting. After 
this rally, we will move to that summit.

The most recent massacre shows that the 
situation in our region can no longer be 
ignored or handled with decisions that re-
main only on paper. If the state terror by 
Israel is not stopped, the world will rapid-
ly become a place where no one will feel 
safe. Therefore, the time has come for the 
United Nations, the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation, other international organi-
zations and individual states to concretely 
stand up to Israeli oppression. From the 
Yenikapı square in Istanbul, we would like 
to invite all Muslims and mankind to act 
against those who drag our region and the 
world towards disaster as a result of their 
religiously fanatical decisions and massa-
cres. If the global order does not stand with 
the oppressed, then it is bound to become a 
tool in the hands of oppressors. We believe 
that no country or international organiza-
tion shall place themselves in a position 
where they become a toy in the hands of 
Israel. 

All Muslims, Christians and Jews with 
common sense must join together to fight 
against the efforts of fanatical Jews that 
aim to raze Jerusalem, which hosts sacred 
places for all religions, to the ground. We 
invite the Israeli people to act against the 
disastrous policies of their governments. I 
hope that a nation that was the victim of 
the Holocaust will not consent to the per-
petration of crimes against humanity by 
their own state against another people. I 
also believe that the American people have 
not been sufficiently informed about the 
consequences of this decision. Inevitably, 
the steps taken by the US administration 
on terrorist organizations and the terror 
state of Israel will come back to hit Amer-
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ica one day. I would like to take this op-
portunity to call on the American people 
to raise their voice against the mistakes 
made by their administration.

What counts are the actions we will take 
as the real owners and inhabitants of this 
geography. Turkey has always declared 
its position regarding Jerusalem and 
the Palestinian issue through diplomatic 
channels and by taking concrete steps. 
We made our position clear in the after-
math of recent developments. The fact 
that Israel targets Turkey the most and 
myself as a leader is proof that our posi-
tion is correct and effective. 

Like our ancestors before us, we, as a na-
tion, have never shied away from fighting 
for the values that are sacred to us and 
sacrificing our life for such causes. This 
is reflected in the concrete actions we 
have recently taken on July 15 and the 
operations in Syria. Jerusalem is just as 
important for us. We will be honored to 
lead Muslims in this struggle. Our strug-
gle will go on until Israel reverses these 
wrong steps and is held accountable for 
the innocent blood they spilled. 

The days when the Palestinian 
territories will gain 
independence are near

From this rostrum, I would like to reiter-
ate our support to our Palestinian broth-
ers who are resisting Israeli oppression. 
We invite all Muslims around the world 
to shake themselves up and rise for a new 
awakening. We call on humanity to act 
in the face of such attacks, injustice and 

spoilt behavior that constitute a major 
threat for all. 

We immediately called the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation to a meeting. The 
summit meeting will take place after this 
rally. The Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation will take a decision with the declara-
tion it will adopt this evening.

We would like to take this opportunity to 
invite all of you to take part in a donation 
drive for Palestine that will be launched in 
all member states of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. God willing, the days 
when Jerusalem embraces peace, our Pal-
estinian brothers embrace their freedom 
and the Palestinian territories gain inde-
pendence are near.

I would like to thank you and all our broth-
ers watching us through the media for 
your support, love, enthusiasm and your 
constancy. I celebrate your Holy Month of 
Ramadan which is a month of mercy, for-
giveness and eternal salvation. I pray that 
these holy days will pave the way for peace, 
well-being and salvation for our brothers 
in Jerusalem, Syria, Yemen, Arakan, Africa 
and the whole world.

In your presence, I would like to thank Mr. 
Bahçeli, Mr. Destici, the Speaker of the Par-
liament, the Prime Minister and members 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

May the blessing of Allah be upon us. All 
the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished Guests, My Dear Brothers,

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. May the peace, mercy and 
blessings of Allah be upon you.

 I greet you all wholeheartedly with respect 

and affection. I also greet the friends of 

Jerusalem from around the world whose 

hearts beat with us here today. Welcome to 

Istanbul, the sister city of Jerusalem that 

shares its destiny and acts as its confidante.

Actions by Israel Amount 
to Thuggery, Brutality and 

State Terror

Extraordinary Summit of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
İstanbul | May 18, 2018
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At the outset, I would like to celebrate the 
Holy Month of Ramadan. I hope that this 
sacred month brings good tidings to the 
Islamic world as a whole. Ramadan is a 
special month for us where resentments 
and disagreements are forgotten and our 
brotherly ties are strengthened in a spir-
it of unity, togetherness and solidarity. I 
express my gratitude to our guests who 
traveled to Istanbul from all corners of 
the world to show brotherhood, concern 
and solidarity, in keeping with the spirit of 
Ramadan. Having the distinguished repre-
sentatives from the Islamic world among 
us gives strength and courage to our Pales-
tinian brothers and all lovers of Jerusalem.

We meet in Istanbul today because of the 
atrocious attack on the historical and legal 
status of Jerusalem, our first Qibla and the 
apple of our eye. I hope that this historic 
meeting and the decision we take today 
will yield beneficial results for Jerusalem 
and all of Palestine. I would like to thank 
each and every one of you for accepting 
the invitation which we extended as the 
President of the OIC Summit only three 
days ago.

Acting today for the sake of the Palestini-
ans who were massacred by Israeli thugs 
is showing the world that humanity is not 
dead. Standing up for Jerusalem today 
means standing up for peace and humani-
ty. Jerusalem represents the dignity, honor 
and sacred heart of all Muslims. Jerusalem 
represents the common memory and lega-
cy of Muslims and their efforts. Jerusalem 
is also sacred for all three Abrahamic reli-
gions. Any attack on Jerusalem is an attack 

on all of these values and concerns. In the 
meeting today, we are not only expressing 
our outrage regarding the attempt to oc-
cupy Jerusalem; we are also taking own-
ership of the ideal for peaceful mutual co-
existence of all three Abrahamic religions. 
We say “stop” to those who try to drown 
our region in blood and tears. With our 
meeting today, we clearly announce to the 
world that our Palestinian brothers are not 
alone in their struggle.

The United States is held captive 
by those who benefit from 
tension and conflict

I would like us all to acknowledge one fact. 
Jerusalem is a cause for all Muslims. Jeru-
salem is a sacred and holy site that cannot 
be left to the mercy of a terror state that 
has the blood of tens of thousands of in-
nocent Palestinians in its hands. Muslims 
will not take even a single step back from 
their rights over East Jerusalem. May 14 is 
etched as a dark day in the history of hu-
manity, but May 18 will, God willing, be 
etched as the day when we salvage the dig-
nity of mankind through our joint efforts. I 
would like to express my gratitude to all my 
brothers in this room for standing behind 
the honor, dignity and historical status of 
Jerusalem. I believe that your attitude is 
very valuable not only for fellow Muslims, 
but also for Christians, Jews and other be-
lievers. We should know that Zionists are 
behind the events taking place in Jerusa-
lem today. God willing, we will strengthen 
our position with the decisions that we will 
take today.
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My Dear Brothers,

As you know, we warned the American ad-
ministration after the first signs of the ille-
gitimate Jerusalem decision by the United 
States began to emerge. We explained that 
such a decision would escalate tensions 
and cause new clashes and conflict. We 
said that moving even a single stone in this 
holy site would create serious problems. 
We stressed time and again that such uni-
lateral steps that trample on international 
law and undermine the United Nations 
will harm not only Muslims and Christians 
but also Jews. We warned that insisting on 
this mistake will lead to further regional 
conflict and that the responsibility would 
fall squarely on the shoulders of those 
who implement this Jerusalem decision. 
Sadly, our well-intentioned warnings fell 
on the deaf ears of our counterparts who 
seem to suffer from an eclipse of the mind. 
The United States is held captive by those 
who benefit from tension and conflict. The 
American Administration chose not to pay 
attention to the will of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation and the United Na-
tions General Assembly. Instead, it tagged 
along Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu and some radical Evangelists.

Despite the outcry against its decision, the 
United States moved its embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, which is also the capital 
of Palestine, on May 14. The same day, there 
was a massacre of our Palestinian brothers 
who were protesting this decision. Israel 
brutally martyred 62 Palestinians includ-

ing women and children who were exercis-
ing their democratic rights and resisting 
the occupation with bare hands. Around 2 
thousand 700 Palestinians were wounded, 
some seriously, as a result of Israeli attacks. 
I would like to take this opportunity to ask 
for Allah’s mercy for the fallen martyrs 
who were trying to protect and defend our 
first Qibla Jerusalem and pray for a speedy 
recovery to the wounded.

I say this very clearly: what Israel is doing 
amounts to thuggery, brutality and state 
terror. There is no difference between the 
persecution that was inflicted on Jews 75 
years ago in Europe and the brutality that 
our Gazan brothers are facing today. The 
children of the people who suffered all 
kinds of torture in concentration camps 
during World War II are themselves attack-
ing innocent Palestinians with methods 
that almost match the Nazis. How can one 
explain the massacre of wheel-chair bound 
individuals missing both legs in any other 
way? In what other way may we describe 
the shooting of an 8-month-old baby in his 
mother’s arms?

Can there be any valid excuse for brutal-
ly killing women, children and innocent 
demonstrators? How else do we explain 
the transformation of Palestine, “the 
land of milk and honey” as described by 
Mahmoud Darwish, into a bloodbath of 
tears? Israel is committing these murders 
before the eyes of the whole world and 
still tries to clear itself by blaming the very 
people whose blood it sheds. Israeli admin-
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istration believes that it can cover massa-
cres with lies. Any murder which is not 
subject to accountability before a court of 
law will encourage the perpetrator. Israel 
is growing more reckless and vicious with 
each passing day because it did not have to 
stand trial for its policies of violence direct-
ed against the Palestinians for many years. 
They add a new massacre to a long list 
every day on the back of the reticence of 
some Western countries. The exodus, mas-
sacres and oppression that began with the 
Nakba on May 15, 1948 have multiplied in 
the last 70 years. May 14 Monday is yet an-
other ill-fated Nakba day in the history of 
Palestine.

The decision by the United 
States on Jerusalem is a sign of 
new operations directed at the 
Islamic world

Dear Brothers,

The United States has rewarded Israel, 
which has proven that it can match the 
Apartheid regime through its policies of 
occupation, while punishing the Palestini-
ans who have proven time and again that 
they want peace. The blood of innocent 
Palestinians is now on America’s hands be-
cause the Jerusalem decision sets the stage 
for more massacres by Israel. The United 
States has now become part of the problem 
in the Middle East and is no longer part of 
the solution. It is necessary to include new 
actors in the process to ensure a sound ba-
sis for the peace process.

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, we started taking some 
steps in coordination with our Palestinians 
brothers. We must work with our Pales-
tinian brothers to ensure that Israel does 
not go unpunished for its persecution and 
massacres. An international court must 
hold Israel accountable for the lives of 
the innocent people it massacres. We will 
follow this up at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly as well. Unfortunately, all 
steps that are taken to ensure that justice 
is served are vetoed by the United States 
at the Security Council. We will take this 
issue to the General Assembly of the Unit-
ed Nations once more and, God willing, 
we will receive the support of all Islamic 
countries and all people with a conscience. 
We will organize donation drives during 
Ramadan in our country and in all Islamic 
countries to support our Palestinian broth-
ers. We will also use diplomatic channels 
to express our outrage.

At this point, we must all acknowledge that 
condemning, anger or making appeals did 
not and will not stop the occupation and 
persecution. No one will offer us our rights 
on a silver platter unless Muslims take 
back their rights. Although Muslims were 
justified in Bosnia, Syria, Arakan and many 
other places, the winners have always been 
the bullies who hold on to power. The time 
has come to change this broken and unjust 
order.

The decision by the United States on Jeru-
salem is a sign of new operations direct-
ed at the Islamic world. If we do not react 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

436

strongly on this subject, believe me when 
I say that worse will follow. On the other 
hand, our success on this issue will be a 
turning point for Muslims. That is why we 
will pull ourselves together first, then we 
will get together and become one. We will 
yield to the commandment that says “Hold 
fast, all together, to the rope of Allah and be 
not divided among yourselves!”

As Islamic countries, we will never give up 
on a sovereign and independent Palestine 
within 1967 borders with Jerusalem as its 

capital. I believe that our messages today 
will be taken very seriously by the rest of 
the world. I would like to thank you for 
your participation.

God willing, the final declaration will cre-
ate a significant impact on the whole Is-
lamic world and the world at large.

May Allah guide us on our path. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.
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My Dear Brother and the Chairman of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Distinguished Ministers, Distinguished 
Chairman and Directors of the Union of 
European Turkish Democrats, Brothers liv-
ing in Europe, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all wholeheartedly with affec-
tion and longing. May the peace, mercy 
and blessings of Allah be upon you.

I bring you the greetings of 81 million cit-
izens from 81 provinces. I thank each and 

We Owe it to Our Citizens to 
Rush to Their Support if They 
Are in Dire Straits, No Matter 

Where They Are

UETD 6th Ordinary General Assembly | Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
May 20, 2018
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every one of you for your enthusiasm, high 
regard and affection. I hope that the 6th 
Ordinary General Assembly of the Union 
of European Turkish Democrats will yield 
beneficial results. I would like to individ-
ually express my gratitude to all of my 
brothers who serve our citizens in Europe 
under the umbrella of the UETD since its 
establishment. I pray to Almighty Allah for 
the success of the General Assembly.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has shown that it 
does not embrace democracy in rhetoric 
only but also in practice by giving us the 
possibility to meet here at a time when the 
revered European states who claim to be 
the cradle of democracy have failed. True 
friends, true brothers and true comrades 
are revealed at times like this. With this 
step, the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
have proven that the centuries-old broth-
erhood between our peoples is still vibrant 
and will remain so in the future.

That learned man gave me very sound ad-
vice before the day he left us for eternity. 
He said, “These are the lands of the Sons 
of Conquerors. Tayyip, my son, make sure 
to protect them.” We never thought Bosnia 
to be any different than Turkey for us. We 
always worked together with Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and we will continue to do so.

My Brothers,

Our presence in Europe is nothing new. 
Our ancestors have been European for a 
thousand years. The first thing that our an-
cestors who arrived in Anatolia did was to 
cross the straits and advance towards cen-

tral Europe. The Ottoman Empire in par-
ticular always chose to focus on Europe ex-
cept when it was forced to concentrate on 
other geographies. Although we withdrew 
to Thrace after the collapse of the Ottoman 
Empire, we maintained our ties with Eu-
rope. Then, we travelled to Europe as “guest 
workers” to compensate for the labor short-
age in European countries after the signifi-
cant loss of life during World War II. It has 
been more than 65 years since we travelled 
to Europe to work there. In addition to the 
workers, there were others from our coun-
try who went to Europe because of coups 
or persecution. The strong young men and 
women who travelled to Europe as the first 
generation were eventually united with 
their families. They had children in Europe 
who then had their own children. The first 
generation was replaced by the second, the 
third and even the fourth generation today. 
The first-comers were planning to return 
to Turkey to build their future after mak-
ing some money abroad. That is why they 
were called the “guest workers”; they were 
going to return one day. Some of them did 
return, but most of them settled in Europe. 
That is why we no longer call our citizens 
who are settled in Europe “guest workers” 
but “Europeans”. Europe that was “The Bit-
ter Land” yesterday is now “the new home”.

Never forget your religion and 
language

Our ancestors who came from Central 
Asia one thousand years ago and settled in 
Anatolia did not stay there. They anchored 
themselves in Anatolia with one foot while 
spreading out to a wide geography from 
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Europe to North Africa with the other foot. 
Today, more than 6 million of our broth-
ers from Anatolia live in Europe. It is esti-
mated that there are more than 20 million 
people of Turkish origin living in North 
Africa and the Middle East. We know that 
our brothers who stayed behind one centu-
ry ago live in many places in Europe from 
Western Thrace to Eastern Europe. Many 
things have happened since the days when 
we crossed the Danube as merry as chil-
dren. We suffered significant losses espe-
cially in the last two centuries. Neverthe-
less, what remains to us is still the greatest 
treasure. You are part of this treasure and 
we are determined to care and protect all 
of this treasure. Even though some may try 
to drive a wedge between us, they will not 
succeed. 

Dear Brothers, 

As you know, they tried to sever our na-
tion’s ties to its history during the CHP sin-
gle party governments after the founding 
of our Republic. When we were children, 
our school books included lessons about 
the civilizations who lived in Anatolia 
thousands of years ago. Then, all of a sud-
den, we would jump to the 20th century. 
The one thousand years in between were 
considered almost nonexistent. Even the 
history lessons on the Seljuks and the Ot-
tomans were discussed perfunctorily. We 
destroyed this understanding that disre-
garded thousands of years of history and 
civilization and made it possible for our 
people to embrace their past, culture and 
values.

You, the European Turks, are also very 
important to us. I would like to reiterate a 
few points I always mention whenever we 
meet. Make sure to become the citizens of 
the countries you live in. There is no prob-
lem in countries that allow dual citizen-
ship. For countries with different regula-
tions, we introduced a number of formulas 
including the Blue Card so that you will 
not lose your rights in Turkey.

Never forget your religion and language. 
You will be lost if you do. In addition 
to teaching your children their mother 
tongue, make sure that they also receive 
the best available education in that coun-
try. If they do not speak Turkish well, they 
cannot learn to speak German, French, 
English and other languages well. We must 
add Bosnian to this list as well.

We established an organization called the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related 
Communities to exclusively deal with the 
issues of our citizens living abroad. We 
increased the number of consulates and 
embassies around the world to facilitate 
access to the state for our citizens. We com-
pletely changed the way we work at the 
embassies and the consulates in line with 
the transformation that took place in the 
governing mentality in Turkey. We made 
use of technology to ensure that our citi-
zens abroad are able to make their appli-
cations electronically to the greatest extent 
possible. To ensure that you exercise your 
fundamental democratic right to vote, we 
set up ballot boxes not only at customs but 
also in our diplomatic missions. On June 
24, you will, God willing, benefit from this 
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possibility for the fifth time. We continue 
to improve the system based on the expe-
rience we gain at each election. We sim-
plified and reduced the cost of many pro-
cedures including military service, title 
deeds, passport fees, diplomas etc.

We always supported the NGO activities 
of our citizens living in Europe. In this re-
spect, the UETD has been very active.

In education, we provided a lot of support 
to our students both in their countries and 
in Turkey in many areas such as admis-
sion to universities and finding places to 
stay. At the moment, 4 thousand students 
who completed their secondary education 
abroad are studying in state universities. 
We also organize many programs to bring 
the children who live abroad to Turkey to 
give them an opportunity to closely expe-
rience their own history, culture and civili-
zation. We also removed a major difficulty 
when we extended the period for driving 
cars that come from abroad to Turkey up to 
2 years. We also provide services in many 
other areas. There are, of course, shortcom-
ings and things that we have to do. We will 
work to resolve them as soon as possible.

We are establishing a 
Coordination Board for our 
citizens living abroad

Brothers,

I would now like to share with you the new 
services that we will introduce for our cit-
izens in the diaspora. We are diversifying 

projects and support schemes to ensure 
that our children abroad learn Turkish, 
their mother tongue. In this context, we 
will support weekend classes to teach 
Turkish and our culture. We are also dou-
bling the capacity in our universities for 
the youth from the diaspora.

Another important step that we will take 
has to do with the simplification of pub-
lic services provided to our citizens living 
abroad. For example, it will be possible in 
a few weeks for our citizens to pay for all 
fees regarding consular transactions di-
rectly by bank cards at the consulates. In 
this way, we will remove the banks as in-
termediary and eliminate the payment of 
commissions.

We are already recognizing divorce judg-
ments based on the applications to the 
consulate general without having to apply 
to any other body. Filing another case for 
divorce in Turkey, waiting for years and 
paying thousands of euros are a thing of 
the past.

The fee for paid military service was re-
duced from 6 thousand euros to one thou-
sand euros. In addition, we will soon solve 
the problems of individuals who are older 
than 38 years of age and who had not pre-
viously applied for paid military service.

We are setting up a Coordination Board 
for Citizens Abroad to ensure more effec-
tive and swift coordination of services con-
ducted by various institutions. We will set 
up Advisory Councils for Citizens Abroad 
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in consular regions and the secretariat for 
these councils will be coordinated by the 
Presidency for Turks Abroad.

In the new term, we will recommend the 
setting up of a new permanent commission 
at the Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
to be called the Commission for Turks 
Abroad. In order to strengthen Turkish lo-
cal media abroad, we will make sure that 
the Press and Advertisement Board adver-
tises in Turkish media outlets abroad. Pro-
tection of personal data will be carried out 
in accordance with national and interna-
tional law and, more importantly, in a way 
that protects the interests of our citizens. 
No one should be concerned or fooled by 
smear campaigns in this respect.

TRT Turk will be restructured to provide 
broader services to our citizens abroad.

Another piece of good news is the possi-
bility for our citizens who retire abroad 
to work part-time in our country. We will 
start taking steps immediately after the 
election on this subject.

As you see, the Republic of Turkey stands 
behind you with its President, ministries, 
embassies, consulates and all of its institu-
tions. We owe it to our citizens to rush to 
their support if they are in dire straits, no 
matter where they are.

Be actively engaged in political 
parties in your countries

Dear Brothers,

United we are strong. European Turks will 
be strong to the extent they unite. Commu-
nities that are smaller in number than our 
citizens are more influential in politics, 
economy, civil society and culture because 
they stand united. If some European coun-
tries dare to treat our person and country 
almost impertinently, this is because Turks 
in those countries are not united. They in-
tentionally divide us as Turks, Kurds, Cir-
cassians or as Sunni or Alevite to prevent 
us from using our true strength. They not 
only divide us but also sow discord.

When we visit European countries, one 
side of the pavement is full of Turkish 
flags but the other side is full of terrorist 
scum. The PKK demonstrated in front of 
Chatham House. Those who support us 
were also there. A terrorist tried to take 
away the Turkish flag that a woman from 
the Black Sea was holding, but the lady 
did not let go of the flag. These vile people 
cannot even overpower a woman. We must 
recognize the game against us and end it.

The time has come in Turkey for everyone, 
irrespective of their origin, sect or politi-
cal preference, to unite around common 
values. Such unity will be to the advantage 
and in the interest of everyone. I assure 
you that when those who keep us divided 
in small groups and easily trample on our 
rights find that Turkish society is united in 
body and soul, they will act differently. The 
fact that those of Turkish origin are the 
ones who show greatest animosity towards 
us in European parliaments is an indica-



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

442

tion of the magnitude of the trap against 
us. God willing, we will disrupt this game 
together.

I ask you to be active in political parties in 
the countries where you live. You, not those 
traitors, should be members of those par-
liaments. Turkish society has that power 
as long as we do not allow small differenc-
es to prevent us from marching towards 
great goals. We will see everything unravel 
before us, if we act as our Prophet (pbuh) 
commands and adhere to, “There is mercy 
in unity and torment in division.”

From this rostrum, I call on all of our broth-
ers in Europe:

Are you ready to be one?

Are you ready to be great?

Are you ready to be strong?

Are you ready to be brothers?

Are you ready to achieve our well-deserved 
place in Europe?

Âşık Veysel says:

“Allah is One, His Prophet true 

He is the only Lord of the Universe. 

There is no you or me 

I say, the time has come to admit 

That neither Kurd, Turk nor Circassian 

All sons and daughters of Adam 

Fall together as martyr and veteran. 

What is wrong with that and how?”

Yes, God willing, we shall embrace all our 
brothers who fell martyr or became vet-
erans in Europe and in Turkey to march 
towards our common goals. As my dear 
brother Bakir stated just now, we fought 
together with our Bosnian brothers in 
Çanakkale and both of our soldiers were 
martyred there. We must recapture this 
spirit.

Tell people who do not know 
what is happening in Turkey 
about your own observations

Dear Brothers,

Turkey prepares for historic elections on 
June 24. We will elect not just the presi-
dent and members of parliament but also 
shape our choices for the next century. You 
personally witnessed our achievements as 
Chairman of AK Party, Prime Minister and 
President in the last 16 years. It is some-
times more difficult for us to grasp the full 
significance of the events we live through. 
I believe that you are better placed abroad 
to observe and evaluate what you see tak-
ing place in our country. Some candidates 
for president are not aware of what we 
have achieved in Turkey. You, on the other 
hand, are best placed to observe the chang-
es taking place in Turkey every time you 
visit your country. Please tell those who 
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do not know what is happening in Turkey 
about your own observations. These pres-
idential candidates are like fish out of the 
water. They grasp the value of being at sea 
only when you take them out of the water 
and throw them on land.

Every single event that has taken place in 
our country, especially in the last 5 years, 
is full of lessons to be learned for eyes that 
see, ears that hear, tongues that speak the 
truth and hearts that are conscientious. 
We all lived through a process that began 
with the Gezi events, followed by the 17-25 
December coup attempt by the police and 
the judiciary and turned bloody with ter-
ror events. The magnitude of this treach-
ery was fully revealed with the July 15 
coup attempt. This was an extraordinary 
period where we had difficulty explaining 
the truth even to our friends who had trav-
elled this path with us for years. However, 
our nation recognized the trap that was set 
up for Turkey, so did you. We withstood 
these attacks that were apparently target-
ing our person but, in reality, were aimed 
at pulling our nation and state down on its 
knees and hijacking our independence and 
future. Right now, Turkey is engaged in a 
second war of independence. What did we 
achieve during the War of Independence? 
As Mehmet Akif eloquently states:

“The lands of the West may be armored 
with walls of steel,

But I have borders guarded by the mighty 
chest of a believer.

Recognize your innate strength! How can 
this fiery faith ever be killed,

By that battered, single-toothed monster 
you call “civilization”?

My friend! Leave not my homeland to the 
hands of villainous men!

Render your chest as armor! Stop this dis-
graceful rush!

For soon shall come the day of promised 
freedom...

Who knows? Perhaps tomorrow? Perhaps 
even sooner!”

Yes, we also stand guard with the mighty 
chest of a believer against villainous men 
in order not to leave our homeland to their 
hands. First, we stopped the putschists, 
the terrorists and their secret and overt 
supporters. Then, we riddled holes in the 
terror corridor that others were trying to 
establish along our southern border with 
Operation Euphrates Shield and Operation 
Olive Branch. God willing, we will contin-
ue on this path by building on new achieve-
ments. We cannot stop until we destroy the 
last terrorist pointing a gun at our country.

Dear Brothers,

Our struggle has not been only with terror-
ist organizations and their supporters. We 
also took steps for a new system of govern-
ment in Turkey to ensure that our country 
can tackle current challenges and look to 
the future with confidence. The new sys-
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tem of government that has been approved 
by the people with the approval of consti-
tutional amendments during the April 16 
referendum will be put into force after the 
elections on June 24. We try to achieve 
progress in Turkey, but others are trying to 
stop us and even reverse this course. Since 
they know that they cannot do this alone, 
they compromised even their political 
standing and decided to share everything 
including their voters and members of 
parliament. Those who would not normal-
ly greet each other on the street have now 
joined forces to stand against us.

We, on the other hand, walk this path only 
with our people, as we have done in the 
last 16 years. We consider it our duty and 
responsibility to our nation to walk this 
path with everyone who is true to our lo-
cal and national values. With this under-
standing, we decided to take part in the 
June 24 elections as the People’s Alliance 
which we formed with the MHP and which 
is supported by BBP. Our doors are open to 
everyone who is true to our local and na-
tional values.

Are you ready to show the whole 
world the strength of the Euro-
pean Turks?

As European Turks, a great majority 
among you supported us during the pres-
idential elections, the elections on Novem-
ber 1 and the April 16 referendum. Now, 

we need your support once more for the 
election on June 24. I ask you to give me 
an answer that will be heard from Ger-
many, France, Belgium, Austria, the Neth-
erlands and everywhere else in Europe. 
Are you willing to stand with us on June 
24 against the alliance of evil that aims to 
cause chaos, uncertainty and instability 
in Turkey? Are you ready to support me 
in the presidential election with a record 
number of votes? Are you ready to vote 
for AK Party which is part of the People’s 
Alliance in the election of members of par-
liament? Are you ready to ensure that the 
presidential system of government comes 
into force strongly so that we may achieve 
Turkey’s 2023 goals? Are you ready to take 
ownership of your own independence and 
future? Are you ready to slap terrorist or-
ganizations and their domestic and inter-
national collaborators with the “ottoman 
slap”? Are you ready to show to the whole 
world, the strength of the European Turks?

Mashallah! The voices rising in Sarajevo 
bear the good news of our victory on June 
24. May Allah bless you. I wish you all the 
best on your journey and for your future. 
May Allah guide us on this path. 

Once again, I wish success to the 6th Ordi-
nary General Assembly of UETD. I ask you 
to convey my greetings, love and affection 
to all of our brothers in your places of res-
idence.

All the best.
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Distinguished Chairman of the Presidency 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Distinguished 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Esteemed Mem-

bers of the International University of Sa-

rajevo, Esteemed Guests, Dear Students,

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you.

It is a pleasure to be back in Sarajevo three 
years later. I would like to express my 
gratitude to the International Universi-
ty of Sarajevo for the honorary doctorate 

Empowered by Our Differences, 
We Will Build The Balkan Spirit 

Together 

 Honorary Doctorate Degree Presentation Ceremony, International 
University of Sarajevo | Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina | May 20, 2018
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bestowed upon me. God willing, it will be 
an honor to hold this meaningful degree 
throughout my life.

At the outset, I would like to celebrate the 
Holy Month of Ramadan with my brothers 
here and the Islamic world at large. I pray 
that Allah will grant us and the Muslim 
ummah many Ramadans filled with peace 
and salvation. Praise be to Allah, the day 
we are spending in Sarajevo reflects the 
plenitude, spirit and meaning of Ramadan.

Today we discussed cooperation projects 
between our countries with the Chairman 
of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na Mr. Bakir Izetbegovic, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herze-
govina Mr. Denis Zvizdic and the esteemed 
ministers of the Council of Ministers. We 
held fruitful talks with our counterparts 
on numerous topics ranging from the econ-
omy to education, from tourism to culture. 
As you know, the relations between Turkey 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina are excellent. 
God willing, we will develop these rela-
tions even further.

Some people are concerned about the 
strong and close ties between Turkey and 
the Balkan countries. They dare question 
the presence of Turkey in the Balkans 
without looking at their own past and the 
depth of their relations. In fact, Turkey is 
also a Balkan country. We have hundreds 
of years of history on this land; we have 
monuments even in the remotest corners 
of this land. Sons of our conquerors lie bur-
ied here.

There are more Bosnians in Turkey than in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and more Albani-
ans than the population of Albania. People 
from all regions of the Balkans, the Cauca-
sus and Turkistan live in almost all cities of 
Turkey. However, countries which do not 
even border the Balkans try to character-
ize Turkey as an enemy in the Balkans. Of 
course, we know what their real concerns 
are. We realize that Turkey’s efforts to 
maintain peace and stability in the Balkans 
thwart their plans and projects. They see 
the Balkans as their own area of influence. 
We, on the other hand, want lasting stabil-
ity in this region. We would like to see this 
region associated with peace and stability 
instead of tensions. God willing, we will 
carry on with our efforts in the future. We 
will continue to embrace the Serbians, Cro-
ats, Albanians and Macedonians, as well 
as our Bosnian brothers. Recently, we took 
very significant steps and covered a lot of 
distance in this direction. God willing, we 
will build the Balkan spirit together in the 
future, empowered by our differences.

The tyrants who are encouraged 
make the world unlivable for all 
of us  

Distinguished Friends,

Recent events show that Turkey’s foreign 
policy mission is well-placed and, at the 
same time, quite challenging. It is truly 
an arduous task to defend cooperation in-
stead of tension, solidarity instead of fight-
ing, sharing instead of exploitation and 
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justice instead of persecution, and to fight 
sincerely to uphold these principles. Al-
most everyone talks about these concepts. 
Those who undermine the efforts for jus-
tice, peace, democracy, economic develop-
ment and cooperation in our region and in 
different parts of the world include these 
concepts in every single sentence they ut-
ter. These countries which act as disciples 
of democracy when the opportunity aris-
es and issue report cards to everyone on 
human rights have one concern and one 
concern alone: their own interests. They 
will not hesitate to sacrifice their values 
or principles for the sake of their inter-
ests. We all know how they remained si-
lent about massacres in many parts of the 
world, including in the Balkans, to protect 
their interests. We also know very well the 
genocides they committed for gold and di-
amonds in Africa. We witnessed how they 
ignored the atrocities of terrorist organiza-
tions and tyrants engaging in state terror-
ism and then destroyed countries and soci-
eties under the pretext of fighting against 
such organizations and tyrants.

Today they exhibit similar behavior in the 
face of the persecution in Syria, Iraq, Yem-
en, Libya and more recently in Palestine. 
They did not react to the atrocious killing 
of 62 Palestinians including 8-month-old 
babies and disabled people in wheelchairs. 
They refer to the condition of 2 thousand 
700 wounded Palestinian civilians, some 
of them seriously, in passing with only 
a couple of sentences of condemnation. 
Like ostriches who bury their heads in the 
sand, they pretend that Israel’s violent pol-

icies do not exist and turn a blind eye to 
them. They think they can manage the situ-
ation by keeping their comfortable worlds 
secure. In fact, it is impossible to ignore 
reality. Whether you accept it or not, Pal-
estinians continue to be hit by bullets and 
one can still hear the cries of children who 
lost their mothers and of mothers who lost 
their children.

Millions of people around the world are 
trying to survive in the grip of famine and 
starvation even if you turn your back on 
them. The tyrants who are constantly en-
couraged make the world unlivable for all 
of us. So, we say long live hell for the op-
pressors. Even if they do not want to see, 
hear or accept it, such inequality and per-
secution continue to take place in different 
corners of the world.

Esteemed Friends,

Rather than falling into despair, taking 
offence or withdrawing into our shell, we 
must fight courageously for our rights and 
for justice. Getting angry at the darkness 
does not and will not serve a purpose; we 
must light a beacon of hope to pierce the 
darkness. We must seek this beacon of 
hope in the conviction of our hearts, not 
in powerholders. We cannot look to the fu-
ture with hope if we succumb to the threats 
of the conceited or remain silent in the face 
of the spiral of violence which sheds blood 
in our region. Hazrat Ali said, “Do not bow 
when faced with injustice; otherwise you 
will lose your honor, as well as your rights.” 
Regardless of their faith or religion, peo-
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ple with a conscience and character must 
not bow to injustice; they must raise their 
voice and express their reaction clearly. 
Turkey has been trying to do this for the 
past 16 years. Instead of remaining a by-
stander to the developments impacting 
our geography, we have been using all our 
means to find solutions to the problems in 
our region. We do not resort to the false 
comfort of indifference; we adopt an active 
and initiative-based foreign policy.

The decisions of the 
OIC Summit show the 
determination of the Muslim 
world 

The Extraordinary Islamic Summit held in 
Istanbul last Friday is an example of our 
efforts. We held this meeting with the lead-
ers only 72 hours after the unlawful deci-
sion by the American government and the 
Israeli massacre. In this way, we showed 
our reaction to persecution and exhibited 
our strong will to protect our sacred val-
ues, especially Jerusalem. As the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation, we took many 
economic, diplomatic, commercial and po-
litical decisions to hurt those who shed Pal-
estinian blood. We announced once more 
that we will not allow Israel to occupy Je-
rusalem, the first Qibla of Muslims and the 
holy city of three Abrahamic religions. The 
Extraordinary Summits on Jerusalem on 
December 13 and May 18 are manifesta-
tions of the determination of the Islamic 
world. These summits are also a sign that 
the Islamic world is slowly shaking off its 

lethargy. I see this as a very hopeful step for 
our future. I believe that we will also show 
such solidarity regarding other problems 
including Syria, Iraq, Islamophobia and 
cultural racism.

Esteemed Brothers,

Most of our efforts will remain futile un-
less we have qualified, well-educated, vi-
sionary and open-minded people who are 
dedicated to their values. We trust that 
our young people will build a prosperous 
future for our country, our nation and our 
brothers in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
elsewhere. In this context, we place special 
importance on the education of young peo-
ple. For this purpose, we are working on 
educating not only our young people but 
also the young people of our friends in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Thanks to Turkey 
Scholarships, there are now 17 thousand 
students from 160 countries earning their 
undergraduate, graduate and Ph.D. de-
grees in Turkey. In addition, 115 thousand 
students from around the world are now 
studying in Turkish universities with their 
own means. 860 students on Turkey Schol-
arships graduated and returned to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to serve their country. In 
addition, there are Turkology Departments 
in the universities in Sarajevo, Mostar, Tu-
zla and Zenica in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
There are now approximately 500 students 
in these departments.

The Yunus Emre Institute promotes Tur-
key, the Turkish language, Turkish cul-
ture and arts to the people of Bosnia and 
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Herzegovina with branches in Mostar and 
Fojnica. The Yunus Emre Institute has ap-
proximately 6 thousand students in its 
certificate programs in Bosnia and Herze-
govina and offers Turkish as an elective 
foreign language with the “My choice is 
Turkish” project. The project started with 
approximately one thousand students in 
43 schools in the 2011-2012 academic 
year; it reached 8 thousand 243 students 
in 150 schools this year. In addition to our 
state, civil society organizations, founda-
tions and associations also support these 
activities.

One of the wonderful products of our vi-
sion is the International University of Sa-
rajevo which I have the honor of visiting 
today. There are now more than one thou-
sand 500 Turkish university students, 
most of whom are at the International 
University of Sarajevo, studying in various 
cities. SEDEF Foundation, the founder of 
the International University of Sarajevo, 
serves young people also with a primary 
school and a middle school in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

FETÖ is trying to bring its 
schools in Bosnia under the 
protection of various countries

In addition, the Turkey Maarif Foundation 
was recently founded in Bosnia and Herze-
govina. The Foundation will soon start its 
activities to educate students in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. The mobilization for educa-
tion conducted by these organizations is 

of critical importance for the fight against 
FETÖ. As you know, the treacherous coup 
attempt in Turkey on July 15, 2016 re-
vealed the dark side of FETÖ. We had been 
fighting against FETÖ for a long time and 
recent events have proven us right. We will 
never forget the firm and sincere solidarity 
shown by the Chairman of the Presidency 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina Mr. Bakir Izet-
begovic on behalf of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina during the coup attempt while many 
countries chose to remain silent.

As Mr. Bakir Izetbegovic said, FETÖ is try-
ing to survive like an octopus with its arms 
entangled in all parts of society and in edu-
cation in particular. We know that FETÖ is 
trying to maintain its schools in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina under different names and to 
secure the protection of various countries. 
We ask our brothers in Bosnia and Her-
zegovina to close FETÖ’s schools so that 
these schools do not harm Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in the future. In this context, we 
believe it is our duty to offer alternatives to 
students in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Both 
the Turkey Maarif Foundation and SEDEF 
Foundation will meet these needs with 
their current and future schools.

Dear Students,

The political and economic relations be-
tween Turkey and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
are promising. This means that there will 
be more demand for young people who 
speak the languages of both countries and 
who work in different areas. We live in an 
age where nations grow closer to each oth-
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er and information, IT and technology are 
becoming increasingly more important. 
My recommendation to you, the students 
of beautiful Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
this distinguished institution, is to be very 
curious, to conduct a lot of research, to 
be fluent in at least two languages and to 
get the best available education. You must 
show extra effort to learn about the history 
of mankind and the world as well as cur-
rent events in addition to what you learn at 
school. Our motto in life must be to never 

stop working and learning, never give up 
and to try to understand others and act 
with empathy. As the late master Necip 
Fazıl said, “You must work like ants to cre-
ate giant monuments.”

As I end my remarks, I salute you with af-
fection and wish you success in your edu-
cation and future. 

May the blessings of Allah be upon you. All 
the best.
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Distinguished Ambassadors, Esteemed 

Representatives of Diplomatic Missions, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to greet you with affection and 

thank every one of you for honoring us 

with your presence at this iftar dinner.

I am very pleased to be with my esteemed 
friends on this beautiful Ramadan evening. 
I pray that the Holy Month of Ramadan 
brings peace and prosperity to my country, 
my people and humanity.

Ramadan is the month of cooperation 
and solidarity. It is the month of mercy 

The United States Has The Blood 
of Palestinian Children on Its 

Hands

İftar Dinner with Ambassadors | Ankara | May 21, 2018
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and plenitude, of helping the poor, the 
aggrieved and the oppressed. Everyone 
around this iftar table is equal before Allah 
whether they are rich or poor, director or 
civil servant, employer or employee. Fast-
ing is more than refraining from eating or 
drinking for a certain period of time; it is 
also a way to discipline ourselves and to 
question the reasons for our existence in 
the world. Every Ramadan, Muslims redis-
cover their human qualities, refresh their 
spiritual world and acknowledge their po-
sition as subjects of Allah through intro-
spection, self-assessment and reflection. 
Our gathering which has become tradi-
tional takes place at a time when we need 
to understand the meaning of this holy 
month and the values it represents more 
than ever. May Allah grant us the oppor-
tunity to experience the spirit of Ramadan 
and to benefit from these holy days.

Distinguished Guests,

The world is going through a very chal-
lenging and painful process. The problems 
we face threaten not only some regions but 
everyone globally, albeit in different ways. 
Terrorism, violence, racism, discrimina-
tion, hunger, poverty, irregular migration, 
humanitarian crises and natural disasters 
pose great challenges for mankind. No-
body feels completely safe wherever they 
are. In particular, countries besieged with 
tensions, poverty and chaos are losing 
hope about the future. Uncertainty and 
insecurity are the hallmark or the defin-
ing quality of the international order. Our 
world has become a giant organism suffer-

ing from various diseases. So far, mankind 
has failed to find treatment for these dis-
eases which increasingly damage our so-
cial, political and personal lives.

We cannot accept the 
rekindling of crises which have 
been settled 

Undoubtedly, diplomacy is the key to glob-
al peace and stability. Diplomacy is the 
primary method for solving current global 
crises and preventing new ones. However, 
recent times have witnessed the intention-
al and unintentional erosion of diplomacy 
as a tool to solve problems. We do not re-
sort to diplomacy often enough at a time 
when we need it more than ever. We do not 
make effective use of diplomatic tools to 
solve bilateral and multilateral problems, 
improve cooperation and dialog, and make 
the world more livable for all.

Unfortunately, there are many sad exam-
ples of our failure, especially in our region. 
For example, we cannot cover any distance 
regarding the Cyprus problem due to the 
capriciousness of the Greek Cypriots. The 
Palestinian problem is turning into a trage-
dy where more innocent people are dying. 
Some people block the solution of the Syri-
an crisis which displaced more than 13 mil-
lion Syrians and cost the lives of more than 
1 million people in the past 7 years. Oth-
er examples include the chaos in Yemen, 
problems in Libya and clashes in Ukraine. 
Diplomatic efforts that are sabotaged and 
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the lack of will to deal with crises cause 
many more innocent people to die. 

“Failure to resort to diplomacy” is a big 
problem, but a bigger problem is sabotag-
ing the diplomatic gains achieved from 
long-lasting efforts. Motivated by populist 
concerns, some politicians act like “bulls 
in a china shop”; they violate established 
practices and international law and sim-
ply shelve multilateral agreements which 
are the powerhouses of regional peace. The 
political pressure and demands of racist, 
anti-migration, Islamophobic, pugnacious 
and radical right movements add fuel to 
the fire. “Domestic and foreign policy based 
on populism” is taking many countries, es-
pecially Western countries, hostage.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Some of the manifestations of this destruc-
tive foreign policy which harms global 
peace includes the steps taken regarding 
the Iran Nuclear Deal and Jerusalem. You 
are very familiar with Turkey’s position 
on nuclear energy and nuclear arms. As 
a country with an energy deficit, Turkey 
wholeheartedly supports the use of nu-
clear energy for peaceful ends. We believe 
that every country has the right to do so. 
We also believe that everybody should re-
spect the countries which choose to meet 
their energy needs with nuclear energy.

The Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant, which 
the Russian Federation and Turkey started 
to build last month, will meet a significant 
part of Turkey’s energy needs. The first re-

actor of the power plant which will trans-
port Turkey to the upper league in nuclear 
energy will hopefully be commissioned in 
2023 during the centenary of the Repub-
lic. Like the 450 nuclear power plants in 31 
countries around the world, this nuclear 
power plant will not pose a threat to other 
countries as long as it is monitored close-
ly. The real threat against Turkey and the 
region comes from nuclear arms. We must 
first rid the Middle East of nuclear arms. 
The real threat comes from the countries 
which own more than 15 thousand nucle-
ar warheads. It is not credible for countries 
known to have nuclear weapons to point 
at nuclear power plants as a threat. Turkey 
cannot accept the rekindling of crises that 
are already settled, including the Iran nu-
clear issue. We deeply appreciate the con-
tinued adherence of the signatory coun-
tries to the deal despite the decision of the 
American administration.

Those who pat baby-killers 
on the back cannot talk about 
democracy 

The events in Jerusalem show the dire 
consequence of populist indifference. 62 
Palestinian brothers were martyred and 2 
thousand 700 were wounded as a result 
of the step the United States government 
took on May 14 in violation of internation-
al law, established practices and the reso-
lutions of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation and the United Nations General 
Assembly. May Allah have mercy on our 
Palestinian martyrs who died because of 
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Israel’s state terrorism as they were exer-
cising their democratic rights against the 
occupation. I pray for a speedy recovery for 
those wounded in the attacks.

The Palestinian martyrs who the Israeli 
government called “terrorists” included 
8-month old babies, women, young people 
and disabled people in wheelchairs. This 
last provocative step has made the United 
States government a party to the massacres 
perpetrated by Israel. Let me be clear: the 
United States has the blood of Palestinian 
children on its hands. The shame of killing 
babies in their mothers’ arms is on those 
who sank so low as to shoot those babies 
as well as those who encouraged the killers 
to commit these crimes. From now on, no 
significance may be attached to whatever 
the American government may say about 
democracy, human rights, freedoms or 
peace. It is oxymoronic and self-contradic-
tory for those who pat baby-killers on the 
back to talk about democracy. Preaching 
lawfulness to others by those who totally 
disregard international law is shameful 
and insolent. 

Distinguished Ambassadors,

As the President of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, Turkey expressed its 
reaction clearly against the decision by 
the United States and the massacres by 
Israel. We declared three days of mourn-
ing in Turkey to show our solidarity with 
our Palestinian brothers. On the same day, 
the Turkish Red Crescent, the Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presidency 

(AFAD) and the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA) started to 
treat the wounded. These organizations 
also sourced emergency humanitarian aid 
from the region for those affected by Isra-
el’s attacks. We recalled our ambassadors 
in Washington and Tel Aviv to Turkey for 
consultations.

As the President of the Islamic Summit, 
Turkey then called an extraordinary meet-
ing of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation. 72 hours after our call, 50 countries 
held an “Extraordinary Islamic Summit” 
in Istanbul on Friday, May 18. The sum-
mit declaration enumerated decisions re-
garding international protection for the 
Palestinian people including the sending 
of international peacekeeping forces to 
the region, investigation of the crimes and 
murders, and an appeal to all countries 
to officially recognize the State of Pales-
tine. We also discussed possible measures 
against countries which declared Jerusa-
lem the capital of Israel. In your presence, 
I would like to express my gratitude to my 
friends and brothers who participated in 
the summit to express their humanitarian 
position. This summit clearly shows how 
sensitive the Islamic world is about Jeru-
salem. We are determined not to make any 
concessions over our rights on the Holy 
Site of Jerusalem. We will never leave our 
first Qibla to the mercy of a state which has 
been feeding on blood, tears and occupa-
tion for decades.

Haram al-Sharif is uniquely important for 
our nation and the ummah. The gate at 
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Haram al-Sharif is not merely a passage-
way for the believers of a specific religion. 
It is believed that members of all Abraham-
ic religions can pass through this gate. Un-
fortunately, Zionists think that this gate is 
only for them and they try to prevent Mus-
lims from worshipping there.

We will include recent developments in 
Palestine on the agenda of the United Na-
tions General Assembly. I am sure that all 
Muslim countries and conscientious coun-
tries will give us their support at the Gen-
eral Assembly. We will continue our fight 
until Jerusalem becomes the land of peace 
and security for all members of the three 
Abrahamic religions. I am sure that, as rep-
resentatives of your countries in Turkey, 
the distinguished ambassadors here will 
also support Turkey in its blessed efforts.

Many European countries have 
become havens for murderers 

Esteemed Friends,

Our foreign policy is defined by an “initi-
ative-taking and humanitarian” approach 
and zero tolerance in fighting against ter-
rorist organizations. Turkey continues its 
determined fight against the PKK and its 
Syrian arm PYD/YPG, Daesh, Al-Qaeda 
and, more importantly, the new generation 
hybrid terrorist organization FETÖ. Unfor-
tunately, there are still double standards 
concerning terrorism in the international 
arena. The voices which speak up against 
Daesh remain silent about the PKK and its 

offshoots as well as FETÖ. In fact, the dis-
course on PYD/YPG almost encourages 
more persecution and oppression. Further-
more, the PKK scum have been living free-
ly in Europe for years. They extort money 
through pressure and threats and the or-
ganization’s members can easily promote 
terrorism in the most central squares of 
Western capitals. The same is true also for 
FETÖ.

The leader of the treacherous FETÖ net-
work which martyred 251 citizens in one 
night and targeted our constitutional or-
der and survival is able to manage his ter-
rorism empire from his “mansion” in the 
United States. The murderers who bombed 
our parliament and shed blood to destroy 
our democracy can walk around freely in 
many countries of the world. Unfortunate-
ly, Europe which used to offer political asy-
lum to PKK and DHKP-C terrorists now 
extend the same rights to the treacherous 
members of FETÖ. Many European coun-
tries have become havens for murderers 
who have the blood of innocent people on 
their hands. Such an ambivalent attitude 
towards terrorist organizations makes it 
impossible to cover any distance in the 
fight against terrorism. It is vital to call 
terrorists as terrorists and to fight against 
them in solidarity.

Given this bleak situation, Turkey is tak-
ing its own precautions to stop the threats 
against its survival at their source. We 
freed an area of 4 thousand square kilome-
ters from terrorists as a result of Operation 
Euphrates Shield last year and Operation 
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Olive Branch this year. These operations 
neutralized 3 thousand members of Daesh 
and approximately 4 thousand 500 mem-
bers of the PKK/YPG. The neutralized 
members of YPG include foreign terrorists 
from different countries, including some 
from European countries.

Turkey was subjected to an intense smear 
campaign during both of these opera-
tions. It appeared to be a centrally-organ-
ized campaign of slanderous comments 
and incredible lies against Turkey. Many 
so-called respectable international media 
channels mentioned the lies of the terror-
ist organization in their headlines, front 
pages and on TV programs. In fact, the 
truth would have been easily determined 
by putting the photograph of Raqqa which 
our allies liberated from Daesh next to the 
photograph of Afrin which we liberated 
from YPG. Raqqa was a ghost town after it 
was liberated from the terrorist organiza-
tion, whereas people were able to go back 
to their normal lives the day after Turkey 
liberated Afrin. More than 160 thousand 
Syrian refugees returned to Jarabulus, Al-
Rai and Al-Bab. Many Syrians continue to 
go back to Afrin. 

We want peace, justice, welfare 
and development for all

Distinguished Ambassadors,

As you know, Turkey will hold early gen-
eral elections to elect the president and 
members of the Grand National Assembly 

of Turkey on June 24. With these elections, 
Turkey will abandon the current system 
which generated crises and chaos and 
adopt the presidential system which will 
safeguard stability and ensure the rule of 
the national will. 

As the leader of the political party which 
has been in power for 16 years, I see the 
new administrative model as one of our 
greatest reforms. We have never wavered 
from our founding values and unique qual-
ities in the past 16 years. The ideals and the 
cause we adopted in August 2001 when 
we founded our political party remain un-
changed. Our biggest wish is to ensure that 
Turkey takes its place among contempo-
rary civilizations in terms of its democra-
cy, freedoms, economy, diplomacy and in 
other areas. As we strengthen our country, 
we also rush to help our friends and broth-
ers in times of need. We represent a civi-
lization which believes in the benefits of 
sharing and solidarity. Unlike other coun-
tries, our democracy and freedoms do not 
apply only to ourselves; that is not who we 
are. We want peace, justice, welfare and 
development for all and especially for our 
neighbors.

Last week, we announced our commit-
ments and vision for the future in our elec-
tion manifesto. We shared with the pub-
lic our vision for Turkey concerning the 
economy, freedoms, justice, health and of 
course foreign policy. AK Party has never 
failed to keep the promises it made before 
the elections. Throughout our political 
life, we tried to implement whatever we 
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promised. God willing, Turkey will rise on 
virtue, willpower and courage in the new 
era. God willing, on June 24, we will take 
Turkey to new heights with the approval of 
our nation which we are proud to serve. In 
addition, we will continue to work towards 
a more equitable, peaceful and prosperous 
world with the contributions of friends 
like you. May Allah be with us and help us.

As I end my remarks, I hope that the merci-
ful and plentiful month of Ramadan brings 
prosperity to our countries and to human-
ity. I would like to extend my gratitude to 
each and every one of you for sharing our 
iftar dinner with us. May Allah accept your 
fasting and prayers.

I salute all of you with respect and affec-
tion. All the best. 
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Distinguished Heads of State, Esteemed 
Ministers, Esteemed Representatives of 
the Energy Sector, Dear Guests,

I would like to extend my heartfelt greet-
ings to you.

Today we are taking a historic step for 
our region and our country. We are com-

missioning the Trans-Anatolian Natural 
Gas Pipeline which is the backbone of the 
Southern Gas Corridor known as the “Silk 
Road of Energy”. It is a great pleasure to 
host you, my dear friends, in Eskişehir on 
the occasion of the commissioning of this 
strategic project. I wholeheartedly congrat-
ulate those who completed this gigantic 
project before the planned date.

TANAP Makes Turkey a 
Critically Important Country in 

The Energy Sector

TANAP Opening Ceremony | Eskişehir | June 12, 2018
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The project is the result of relations based 
on mutual trust between Turkey and 
Azerbaijan. The harmony and consensus 
among the producer, transit and consumer 
countries and companies accelerated the 
process. TANAP is the pinnacle of multi-
lateral cooperation in this respect. TANAP 
is another manifestation of our approach 
which sees energy as a platform for “coop-
eration” instead of “conflict”.

Esteemed Friends,

For the first time, TANAP will take Caspian 
gas to Europe. We all know that bringing 
the rich energy resources of the Caspian 
basin to Europe is not a novel idea. We 
have already realized several mega pro-
jects with this aim. We started the journey 
by building the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan crude 
oil pipeline. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan line, 
also known as the “Project of the Centu-
ry”, was the forerunner of later projects. 
Our strategic partnership with Azerbaijan 
and Georgia continued with the Baku-Tbi-
lisi-Erzurum Natural Gas Pipeline Project 
to bring, for the first time, Azeri gas to our 
country. Furthermore, our cooperation is 
not limited to energy; recently, we held the 
opening ceremony of the strategically im-
portant Baku-Tbilisi-Kars Railway Project. 
As a result, we have succeeded in estab-
lishing uninterrupted rail connection from 
London to China.

TANAP is the most recent product of our 
common vision. TANAP meets the needs 
of the energy markets and responds to 
changes; it is also the harbinger of new 
projects we will commission in the future. 
Figures about the project prove this point. 
TANAP has a pipe diameter of 56 inches 
and is 1,850 kilometers long, making it 
the longest natural gas pipeline in Turkey, 
the Middle East and Europe. TANAP cross-
es through 20 provinces, 67 districts and 
the Dardanelles Strait. The initial annual 
capacity of the project is 16 billion cubic 
meters with 6 billion cubic meters for Tur-
key and 10 billion cubic meters for Europe. 
We plan to increase the capacity initially 
to 22 billion cubic meters and then to 31 
billion cubic meters with additional invest-
ments depending on the demand. We plan 
to make the first gas delivery to the Greek 
border in June 2019.

TANAP will contribute not only to security 
of supply but also to the welfare and em-
ployment opportunities of all countries on 
its route from the Caspian to Europe. We 
started to reap the benefits of the project 
even at the investment phase when we cre-
ated direct and indirect employment for 
approximately 10 thousand people in 20 
cities. We also created new employment 
opportunities for numerous establish-
ments and especially SMEs in these cities. 
In addition, thanks to TANAP, Turkey is no 
longer a transit country; it now plays a crit-
ical role in all steps of the value chain from 
the producer to the final consumer. TANAP 
brings Turkey one step closer to becoming 
a regional energy hub. 
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Distinguished Guests,

TANAP was completed thanks to econom-
ic stability and political will. Turkey’s po-
litical and economic stability in the past 16 
years was vital in implementing this large 
international infrastructure project in a 
short time. Turkey has succeeded in main-
taining its stability for 16 years despite the 
problems in the region, clashes, acts of ter-
rorism and even the bloody coup attempt 
by the treacherous FETÖ gang. In this pe-
riod, Turkey realized many important pro-
jects in many areas including transporta-
tion, trade, investment and energy.

One cannot fight against 
terrorism by limiting the 
freedom of belief and worship 
for Muslims

We made significant investments to en-
sure the security of supply and to make the 
most effective use of our energy resourc-
es. We prepared the National Energy and 
Mining Policy Strategy Document which 
shows that Turkey is a haven for invest-
ments and an island of stability thanks to 
its security of supply, localization efforts 
and predictable market conditions. In the 
past 2.5 years, our LNG capacity increased 
from 36 million cubic meters per day to 
113 million cubic meters due to two float-
ing LNG facilities and increased capacity 
in our LNG facilities on land. We initiated 
new efforts for natural gas and oil explora-
tion in addition to the projects that aim to 
improve the infrastructure for the security 

of supply. Fatih, our first domestic and na-
tional drilling vessel, is now in the Medi-
terranean. This state-of-the-art vessel met 
an important need for Turkey.

Furthermore, our installed capacity for 
electricity increased from 31 thousand 
845 megawatts to 87 thousand megawatts 
in the past 16 years. Installed capacity for 
renewable energy rose from 12 thousand 
305 megawatts to 40 thousand 838 meg-
awatts. Wind, geothermal and solar ener-
gy are now significant energy sources. We 
will also add nuclear energy to our energy 
basket. God willing, the Akkuyu and Sin-
op Nuclear Power Plants will be commis-
sioned in phases over the coming years.

Dear Guests, 

We have converted energy, which has his-
torically been a source of competition and 
tension, into an area of cooperation. In the 
meantime, Europe is trying to create con-
flict over freedom of religion, belief and 
worship. Unfortunately, the recent racist, 
xenophobic and Islamophobic movements 
in Europe increasingly poison social and 
political life in European countries. Some 
European politicians add fuel to the fire 
for the sake of their short-term interests. 
Honestly speaking, as a country which 
has more than 6 million citizens living in 
Europe, Turkey is very concerned about 
this negative trend. Targeting Muslims, 
inciting xenophobia and shutting down 
places of worship serve no one. Generat-
ing political credit by creating tension is 
cheap, short-sighted and playing with fire. 
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The massacres and torture Jews, Roma and 
Sinti faced in World War II clearly show 
the disgraceful results such irresponsible 
policies can lead to. Inexperienced Euro-
pean politicians should first learn lessons 
from their history before taking steps that 
are disturbing people. The fight against ex-
tremism will not succeed by shutting down 
legitimate and legal structures. The fight 
against terrorism will not succeed by re-
stricting the freedom of belief and worship 
of Muslims. Such provocative steps only 
provide terrorist organizations like Daesh 
and Al-Qaeda with new opportunities for 
exploitation.

It is a total eclipse of the mind to think that 
mosques are centers of terrorism when the 
PKK terrorist organization roams Europe-
an capitals freely and collects millions of 
euros through extortion. Turkey believes 
that the Austrian government should stop 
insisting on such wrong actions and re-
spect common sense. Let it be known that 
we have zero tolerance with regard to the 
protection of the rights and interests of 
our citizens. 

Dear Friends,

As you know, when we first started to 
discuss TANAP, some circles called it a 

“dream” and said it would be impossible to 
realize. However, we persevered with pa-
tience and insisted on doing what is right. 
We are proud of the result that you see be-
fore you today. We now have bigger targets 
and new projects ahead of us. We will be 
inspired by this project to create new suc-
cess stories.

As I end my remarks, I would like to thank 
my distinguished brother President Aliyev 
once more for his leadership. I would also 
like to thank my esteemed friend Presi-
dent Poroshenko of Ukraine, my esteemed 
friend President Vučić of Serbia and the 
President of the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus Mr. Mustafa Akıncı and 
the ministers, members of parliament and 
the public.

I would like to express my thanks to the 
European Union and the United States for 
their support in this process.

Once again, I would like to express my 
gratitude to all heads of state and govern-
ment who joined us and shared our joy at 
this historic inauguration ceremony.

Thank you and all the best.


