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It All Began in Istanbul

Born on February 16, 1955 in 
Istanbul as the fifth child in a family 
from Siirt, Emine Erdoğan brought 
great joy to the home of Hayriye 
and Cemal Gülbaran in Istanbul’s 
historic Fatih district. Proud parents 
doted on their only daughter.
 
The family moved to Üsküdar when 
she was just five years old. The 
historic and cultural fabric of this 
seaside neighborhood, which is home 
to Maiden’s Tower, the pearl of the 
Bosphorus, played an important role 
in Emine Erdoğan’s life.

She would learn to empathize not 
only with the individuals in her eight-
person family but with the diverse 
segments of society living in her 
neighborhood, realizing at a young 
age that human suffering was more 
important than any identity people 
might carry.

The values she learned in her 
family home surrounded by a garden 
filled with fruit trees would serve 
as a compass for both her heart and 
mind for the rest of her life. From 
her mother, Emine would learn to 
empathize with the difficulties other 
people were going through since 
Hayriye Hanım was known for her 
charitable nature, and from her 
father Cemal Bey, she would learn to 
remain calm under the most 
difficult circumstances.

In her childhood, Emine Erdoğan 
became accustomed to foreign 
sounds by listening to Umm Kulthum 
on the radio that was always playing 
in the house. She learned about life 
abroad by reading various magazines. 
This was a process that shaped her 
own worldview. 
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She grew up in the midst of 
Üsküdar’s cultural mosaic, in close 
relations with neighbors, and 
internalizing important family values. 
Her education at the Mithat Paşa 
Girls Vocational Institute taught 
her to act more systematically on 
the charitable values that were 
instilled in her at home as well as in 
her neighborhood. She took part in 
numerous social activities focused on 
finding solutions for comprehensive 
matters that concerned not only 
her neighborhood but society as 
a whole.

The most remarkable of these 
efforts was the Idealist Women’s 
Union, which she named and of 
which she was a founding member. 
The union whose main goals were to 
ensure a more active role for women 
in social life, and to overcome 
existing prejudices against them, 
became one of the leading foundations 
of the period. 

In her youth, Emine Hanım was 
actively engaged in such social 
activities, and it was at one of these 
events that she met her partner for 
life Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. This 
acquaintance was the first step of 
what would be a long, challenging 
and arduous journey which would 
ultimately bring crucial benefits  
to the society.

Emine Erdoğan spent her youth in 
the historic Üsküdar district with this 
fairytale-like view.

Üsküdar
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In this journey where Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan would become known 
as one of Turkey’s and indeed the 
world’s most influential politicians, 
Emine Erdoğan would not be a mere 
spectator, but would play an active 
and decisive role. 

On July 4, 1978, Emine Hanım got 
married and took the surname of 
Erdoğan. 

The family of Erdoğans expanded as 
they had four children and settled in 
the heart of Istanbul. Emine Erdoğan 
was keenly aware of the impact 
that mothers have on shaping the 
personalities of their children. She 
raised her children to have good 
hearts by instilling in them values 
like honesty, faith, truth, humility 
and charity. Currently all of them are 
actively involved in civil society work 
that aims to benefit not only Turkey 
but all of humanity. The Erdoğan 
children have also given the couple 
seven grandchildren.

While Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was 
thriving in politics during his youth, 
Emine Erdoğan was developing 
her skills at organizing women and 

unifying them around a common 
objective. 

When her husband rose to be 
the Refah Party Chairman of the 
Province of Istanbul in 1985, Emine 
Erdoğan became the leader of the 
women’s movement that would later 
sweep the party into power. Emine 
Hanım remembers those days as 
a period when they all felt a sense 
responsibility for the whole world. 
However, this was not empty idealism 
but rather hard work which required 
faith, determination and effort.

This kind of hard work laid the 
foundations of the “close contact” 
method which was successfully 
employed by the women’s branch of 
the Justice and Development Party 
her husband launched in 2001. She 
went house to house and door to door 
with women from the party, visiting 
and touching the lives of people 
from all walks of life. This approach 
enabled the women’s branches to 
constantly expand their sphere of 
influence so that today the Justice 
and Development Party boasts a 
dynamic organization that includes  
5 million women.

She raised her children to have 
good hearts by instilling in them  
values like honesty, faith, truth,  
humility and charity.
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Always Side by Side

1994 was the year that Recep  
Tayyip Erdoğan became mayor of 
Istanbul, one of the world’s oldest 
cities. During this period, Erdoğan 
created permanent solutions to  
the basic problems Istanbul used  
to face, such as traffic, safety, air and 
water pollution. He assured people 
that such chronic problems  
that metropolitan cities usually face 
could in fact be solved.

Policies, that demonstrated how 
democratic freedoms did not 
belong only to certain groups, 
created even broader support for 

the confidence he instilled. The 
progressive and innovative approach 
that defined the DNA of the Justice 
and Development Party, which 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan founded in 
August of 2001, quickly won over the 
hearts of the public. On November 
3, 2002, Erdoğan was swept into 
power by a strong wave of public 
support.

Emine Erdoğan’s talent for  
organizing women and youth made 
a significant contribution to the 
success achieved by the Justice and 
Development Party. 
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While Recep Tayyip Erdoğan was 
creating a new identity in the political 
arena with rhetorical skills that 
appealed to the Turkish soul, Emine 
Erdoğan was actively leading the way 
with work to attract new followers 
to the party, particularly women. 
However, this was not the only matter 
with which she was preoccupied. In 
late 2002, when Erdoğan was elected 
as Prime Minister, the traditional 
reflexes of Turkish politics resisted 
the fact that the Prime Minister’s 
wife was a woman who wore the 
headscarf. In a country that had in 

1934 granted women the right to  
vote and be elected before many 
of the world’s developed nations, 
there was still a very narrow-
minded attitude about what kind 
of clothes women could wear in 
public. However, Erdoğan’s slogan 
was ‘change’, which meant that such 
old-fashioned attitudes had to be 
overcome.

Even though it looked like those who 
opposed progress would never accept 
the fact that a politician elected by a 
majority of the population had a wife 
who wore the headscarf, the change 
was already underway.

Women have embraced 
Emine Erdoğan for defending 
their culture and traditions. 
She has used the power 
entrusted to her by women 
for women.

March 2015, Ankara
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Emine Erdoğan did not back down 
from the decision she had made as a 
woman of faith. She refused to bow 
to the intimidation and took a bold 
stand on this issue of women’s rights.

In one of her speeches, she explained 
the world view she represented, 
saying: “We want to live in harmony 
with all of our women from different 
religions, languages and ethnicities. 
As Nazım said, ‘To live! Like a 
tree, alone and free! Like a forest, 
in brotherhood and sisterhood!’ 
If we are to live, let us live in 

unity, respecting one another and 
embracing our differences.”

Her courage inspired many  
women who had also suffered from 
similar discrimination. In fact, 
because of this struggle, many women 
who wear the headscarf went on to 
become members of parliament or 
ministers after that date. Thousands 
of such women were eventually 
appointed to the positions in public 
institutions, which would not be a 
possibility had the previous prejudice 
and bans remained in place. 

Women’s solidarity has 
always been the best answer 

to those who want to distract 
the society and the nation 

with superficial issues.

March 2018, Ankara
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With accomplished 
businesswomen who are 
moving Turkey forward 

November 2014, Istanbul

At KADEM’s Speak Up for Justice Event 
November 2016, Istanbul
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In order to achieve her ideals in life, 
Emine Erdoğan chose to embrace 
her feelings and faith instead of 
suppressing them. She chose areas 
on which she would focus her efforts 
with utmost care, concentrating on 
diverse but related areas including 
education, humanitarian aid, 
culture and the environment as well 
as healthy and natural living.

In all of the projects she organized, 
she depended on women for support, 
and this confidence was rewarded 
both at home and abroad. She 
brought assistance to countless 
people in need all over the world by 
working with women who stood by 
her side. She made it possible for 
people without hope or confidence to 
have a future filled with both.

Throughout her life, Emine Erdoğan 
has maintained the sincerity of 
her childhood. When she ignored 
security warnings and went to areas 
of conflict to visit those who suffered, 

she was just as sincere as she was 
when a little girl from a crowd of 
hundreds came up and whispered in 
her ear.

In Emine Erdoğan, everyone, from 
the First Ladies of world leaders to 
ordinary citizens looking for answers 
to their problems, always found an 
attentive ear.

It was this sincerity, courage and 
determination that brought her 
together with her husband Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan. This is why the 
Erdoğans are always referred to as a 
couple that complemented each other.

Since 1994, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
has not lost a single election, 
becoming first the Prime Minister 
and then the President of the 
Republic of Turkey. What all of 
these accomplishments of her 
husband meant for Emine Erdoğan 
was the opportunity to expand 
her charity work, and reach more 
people in need.
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She mobilized all of the resources 
at her disposal to make sure the 
campaigns she supported were 
successful. The issue that was closest 
to her heart was education. In 2003, 
she, along with the Ministry of 
National Education, implemented 
her Come on Girls, Let’s Go to School 
campaign that was greeted very 
enthusiastically by every segment of 
society.

She personally met with families 
that resisted sending their 
daughters to school. As a result of 
this comprehensive effort, which 
Emine Erdoğan spearheaded not 
just as an idea but through personal 
involvement, almost 350,000 girls 
could go to school. It is efforts like 
these that have evened out the gender 
ratio in Turkish elementary schools.

These girls have become young 
women with careers in various 
sectors and are thankful for the 
opportunities they were given while 
keeping alive the ideals of Emine 
Erdoğan.

In Üsküdar, with a 
child at the school she 

graduated from

She has always 
supported education 

for girls.

September 2014, Istanbul

March 2015, Şanlıurfa
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Convinced that a bright future 
is brought to life through early 
education, she focused on the issue 
of more widespread pre-school 
education. In 2006, she launched 
the 7 Is Too Late project. She invited 
world-famous scholars in the field 
to Turkey, enabling the campaign to 
assume an international scope. 

The campaign known as Mothers 
and Daughters At School offered 
women, deprived of the opportunity 
to learn to read and write as children, 
a second chance. At the end of the 
campaign that started in 2008, 
almost 2 million women received 
literacy certificates.

The Erdoğans are still working  
to explain the importance of  
education for young and old alike 
who have not yet learned to read 
or write for various reasons. Their 
slogan is “No one left illiterate!”  
and they have recently been 
trailblazers for a literacy mobilization  
campaign led by a TV program. 

Launching a new literacy campaign 
on a television channel

January 2018, Ankara
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In 2005, Emine Erdoğan led the 
founding of the Social Development 
Center (TOGEM-DER) in order to 
more effectively conduct her work in 
the social sphere. With TOGEM-DER, 
she actively engaged in implementing 
a model that integrates social 
assistance, solidarity and cooperation.

Today, TOGEM-DER continues its 
work as an effective civil society 
organization with comprehensive 
activities ranging from assisting 
children who suffered neglect or 
abuse to the social integration of 
refugees.

In her relentless efforts to mobilize 
the society, Emine Erdoğan 
supported the Voluntary Envoys 
project, launched by the Ministry of 
Family, Work and Social Services in 
2012, and under her auspices, the 
project has raised awareness of the 
importance of volunteering.

She mobilized the spouses of 

governors to accomplish social 
development goals. In particular, she 
worked to raise the quality of life for 
groups in need of special attention 
from society, such as women, 
children, elderly, handicapped, 
veterans and the families of fallen 
soldiers. This movement was 
recognized not only with domestic 
awards but also international awards. 
The United Nations described it as a 
model project. 

Voluntary Envoys continue to 
encourage and spread the foster care 
project by providing loving homes 
for orphaned children. To date, 6,556 
children have been placed with foster 
families under state supervision.
While Emine Erdoğan organized such 
social responsibility projects at home, 
those who were suffering around the 
world were longing for people with 
hearts of compassion who would  
hear their cries.

With the children she views as the 
guardians of the future

February 2018, Algeria
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May 2015, Sakarya
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Israel’s attacks on Gaza in 2008 had 
a profound effect on the Turkish 
people, who have, for centuries, 
remained friends with Palestinians. 
Emine Erdoğan became a voice for 
these sentiments and mobilized the 
spouses of world leaders to join her 
in calling for an end to the attack on 
Palestine.  

She organized an international 
conference in Istanbul called Women 
for Peace in Palestine. The spouses of 
world leaders including Jordan, Syria 
and Qatar, as well as representatives 
from international organizations 
attended the event in Istanbul. 

In the speech she delivered at the 
event, Emine Erdoğan said that she 
viewed the matter as an issue of 
humanitarian crisis that transcended 
politics. She underlined that the 
sacredness of Palestine and the 
innocence of children could not be 
maintained with such violence. She 

called on everyone to understand 
that what was being destroyed right 
in front of our eyes was our own 
humanity. It was during this period 
that Recep Tayyip Erdoğan made his 
famous ‘One Minute’ objection at 
Davos. It was a historic moment in 
the history of politics where he drew 
the world’s attention to what was 
happening in Gaza and the reality of 
Israeli attacks. 

The calls for a humanitarian 
approach issued by the Erdoğans as 
a couple have made their mark in 
history as a demonstration of their 
shared ideals.

Emine Erdoğan continued her 
multifaceted humanitarian aid 
efforts. After the disastrous flooding 
in Pakistan in 2010, Emine Erdoğan 
immediately traveled to the region. 
She visited Sukkur, one of the regions 
hardest hit by the catastrophe, and 
saw the incredible extent of the 
devastation. 

The Erdoğans have demonstrated  
their shared ideals with their unified 

position on the issue of Palestine.

From the Istanbul Meeting to 
support Gaza

January 2009, Istanbul
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She called on the world not to turn 
a blind eye to this disaster. Her 
visit also strengthened the ties 
between the two countries. The 
month of Ramadan, which is marked 
throughout the Islamic world by 
a tradition of charity, brought the 
two nations together in mobilizing 
assistance.

In August of the next year, the 
Erdoğans would open their hearts 
to Somalia. Due to the difficulties 
brought on by civil war and drought, 
Somalians were suffering from 
starvation and epidemic diseases.  
The United Nations had already 
issued a call for emergency aid. 
And, it would have been a betrayal 
of Turkey’s humanitarian values to 
ignore this crisis.

In 2011, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
visited the capital of Somalia as 
Prime Minister, which was a historic 
event as it was the first high level 
visit to Mogadishu from a non-
African country in the last 20 years. 
The Erdoğans made this visit despite 
incredible security risks, and not 
only made their way to places that 
were considered inaccessible, but 
more importantly, to the hearts of 
the Somali people. As a result of the 
humanitarian assistance campaign 
launched by the Office of the Prime 
Ministry of Turkey, the country 
immediately received food, medicine 
and financial aid.  This visit ended 
with a tearful farewell from Emine 
Erdoğan, marking an emotional  
and yet significant step in the  
revived relations between Turkey and 
the countries of Africa.

Giving moral support to people 
trying to recover after the disaster

September 2010, Pakistan
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Confident and smiling as she 
communicates the importance of 
humanitarian aid and solidarity

August 2011, Somalia
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To date, I have visited close to 30 African countries. I admired  
the colorful African culture in every country. Every country in the 

continent of Africa, whether in East, West or sub-Saharan  
Africa, is exceedingly rich in many ways. 

Contrary to widespread perceptions about Africa around the  
world and in spite of the Orientalist clichés, Africa is an incredibly 

dynamic continent. Unfortunately, however, the continent of Africa is 
currently suffering from rampant poverty in spite of the vast riches it 

possesses. Racist regimes and colonial governments have robbed  
Africa of its dynamism over the last few centuries. The 20th century was 

a lost century for Africa. However, Turkey believes that the  
21st century will be an African century.

The support that we provide to women in need in Africa is not a favor 
to them, but a reflection of our human responsibility. Human rights are 
inalienable rights. The notion of human rights could lose its legitimacy 

should some of these rights be neglected or prohibited. 

Quote from the First Lady’s speech on  
“Empowering women and girls in Africa”

25 September 2018,  
The United Nations / New York
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The Erdoğans visit the Somalian 
capital to instill hope and 
confidence at a time when no one 
else would set foot in Somalia. 

August 2011, Somalia
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Encouraging the children at a camp 
established for Syrian refugees

October 2014, Gaziantep
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Emine Erdoğan’s work to empower 
women throughout the world in the 
hope of global peace was recognized 
with the Crans Montana award in 
2011.

Since its founding in 1986, the Swiss 
civil society organization’s activities 
have been characterized by its motto: 
“Towards a more humane world”. 
In 2011, the award was given to 
Emine Erdoğan in recognition of her 
contributions to peace, freedom and 
democracy.

In 2011, crisis struck again, this time 
in Syria. Thousands of Syrian citizens 
fleeing civil war were looking for 
a safe haven. Turkey immediately 
opened its borders and provided 
humanitarian aid for the refugees 
by establishing camps and providing 
social services as well as immediate 
aid. Both Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and 
Emine Erdoğan viewed this tragedy 
as a humanitarian issue as the 
rest of the world made its political 
calculations and shuffled paper.

Today, Turkey hosts more refugees 
than any country in the world as 
it has welcomed almost 4 million 
Syrians, and it is rewarded for its 
efforts by the prayers of these people 
fleeing war.

In one of her speeches, Emine 
Erdoğan noted that the aid to 
refugees was far more than simply 
opening the border for them to cross. 
She said, “As a country hosting four 
million refugees, we are prioritizing 
the needs of women and children 
in our camps. We are striving to 
establish optimum camp conditions 
that even go as far as providing 
special menus for pregnant women 
and those who are sick. We cannot 
deprive more than 150,000 refugee 
children born in our country 
of education. We are, therefore, 
mobilizing all educational resources 
for every school-aged child.” Every 
effort is being made to minimize the 
problems Syrians have in adapting 
to their new life by integrating them 
into society and providing proper 
living conditions.  

Receiving the Crans Montana  
award for her contributions to peace, 

freedom and democracy

February 2011, Belgium
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Emine Erdoğan wrote a letter to the spouses of 
world leaders to inform the world of the humanitarian 
drama unfolding in Syria.

December 2016
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After the iftar meal with Syrian 
refugee families

June 2018, Istanbul
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As the ripples from the Syrian 
crisis were growing ever wider in 
2012, urgent screams for help arose 
from Myanmar. Facing rape and 
torture, and beset with problems 
like citizenship rights and denial of 
their identity, the Rohingya people of 
Arakan region were trying to attract 
the world’s attention. It was once 
again Turkey who heard their cry. 
Emine Erdoğan visited the Arakan 
region where the Muslim population 
was being targeted, and paved 
the way for the opening of an aid 
corridor. She said that she felt 
ashamed of humanity after seeing the 
conditions in the camps where the 
Rohingyas sought refuge.

Meanwhile, Turkish authorities were 
engaged in diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the situation. After  
Emine Erdoğan’s visit, the world 
finally began to take more interest  
in the situation.

On a rainy day with persecuted 
Rohingya Muslims

August 2012, Myanmar
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Turkey’s First Lady
By 2014, Emine Erdoğan was 
now the First Lady. Since its 
foundation, the President of 
Turkey was elected by the 
National Assembly. In 2014, for 
the first time in its history, the 
President was elected by popular 
vote, and Turkish people elected 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan as their 
President. Thus became Emine 
Erdoğan the First Lady under the 
new system. Up until this time, 
Emine Erdoğan had always played 
a powerful role as the spouse of 
the Prime Minister. From  
now on, she would become even 
more active. 

The year 2014 brought on other 
changes as well. When Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan was serving as 
Prime Minister, the Erdoğans lived 
in their own private residence in 
close contact with the public. Now, 
for the first time, they moved to an 
official residence, which was required 
by their new position. The State 
Residence they moved into soon 
became the “People’s House”. The 
Erdoğans not only host world  
leaders but the families of fallen 
soldiers, youth and individuals  
from all segments of society in the 
new residence.
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Meeting children during the 
I Am Protecting My Future 

event aimed at teaching 
children the importance of 

soil and water

October 2015, Ankara
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The following year was a year full 
of not only large-scale domestic 
projects but global projects as well. 
The Erdoğans launched an effective 
campaign to combat violence against 
women, which is one of the world’s 
biggest problems.

They stood up for women who were 
victims of violence. Their slogan 
was “Violence against women is 
a betrayal of humanity,” a slogan 
which met with widespread approval 
among the public. This slogan would 
be frequently used by Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan, spearheading efforts to raise 
awareness about violence against 
women around the world.

In November of the same year, Turkey 
hosted the G20 Summit attended by 
world leaders. The establishment 
of Women 20 (W20) was a Turkish 
initiative, which brought a new 
perspective to issues that had been 
debated up until then in connection 
with gender equality.

The concept of gender justice  
entered the literature under the 
leadership of the Erdoğans. In the 
speech she made at the gala dinner 
for the Women 20 session, Emine 
Erdoğan emphasized how women 
needed to rise not just in the  

ranks of employees but of  
employers. She underscored the 
necessity of laying a fair foundation 
for the responsibilities that women 
juggle in terms of their private  
lives and careers.

As the First Lady, not only did  
Emine Erdoğan continue the 
activities that she had initiated in the 
past, but she engaged in new spheres 
of activities to address pressing social 
needs. One of these priorities is the 
environment.

Emine Erdoğan’s first environmental 
project was the ‘Prolific Forests’; a 
project launched in coordination 
with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry. A total of 100,000 trees 
were planted in events organized 
simultaneously in different provinces 
of Turkey in 2015. The number 
of saplings planted has since then 
reached one million.

This project was followed by  
‘I Am Protecting My Future’, a 
joint project with the Ministry of 
National Education and the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry. Aiming 
to teach elementary school children 
about conserving natural resources, 
the project organized educational 
activities in 30 major cities.

She put the concept of gender 
justice on the international 
agenda at the Women 20  
(W20) meeting

December 2015, Istanbul
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2017 marked the beginning of the 
most comprehensive environmental 
project, known as ‘Zero Waste’, which 
aimed to prevent waste, use resources 
more efficiently, reduce the amount 
of waste and reclaim waste to leave a 
cleaner world for future generations. 
The Ministry of Environment and 
Urban Planning began its work under 
the auspices of Emine Erdoğan, using 
the slogan, “For a greener and cleaner 
world”.

The project gained further 
momentum in 2018 and continues 
to spread throughout the country. 
The waste management system 
established in public buildings 
has achieved significant results 
in several areas, especially energy 
conservation. The compost generated 
by organic waste is being used in 
landscaping. At the Zero Waste 
Summit, which brought together 
sector representatives, Emine 
Erdoğan said: “We are indebted to 
the long nature walks that Van Gogh 
took as they inspired his works of art. 
Imagine what would happen if the 
natural beauty which has inspired 
painters and poets were destroyed! 
There may be a time when future 
generations read the poem by Orhan 
Veli that says, ‘You will see the sea 
towards Gemlik/don’t let that surprise 

you!’ and they will be astonished to 
learn that there was once a sea here! 
The poet’s line, ‘The air is free, the 
clouds are free’ might in the future be 
considered a reference to utopia.  
I hope that neither of these scenarios 
comes to pass. I hope we will leave 
future generations a more beautiful 
country than we have today, one with 
cobalt blue skies, emerald green seas 
and forests that produce bountiful 
amounts of oxygen!”

Zero Waste, the most comprehensive 
waste management campaign ever 
to be conducted in Turkey, continues 
to expand as it meets its annual and 
regional goals under Emine Erdoğan’s 
watchful eye.

In Zero Waste, Emine Erdoğan 
follows model programs in other 
countries just like she does on all 
of the projects she supports. She 
consults with experts of the field on 
her trips abroad. 

Emine Hanım believes that a person’s 
quality of life is determined by their 
interaction with the environment, 
so she takes a holistic approach 
to principles of natural living. 
In addition to her work on the 
environment, she also supports 
projects related to “healthy and 
natural lifestyles”.

She met with Professor 
Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the 

Earth Institute at Columbia 
University, to discuss global 
waste management models.

September 2018, USA
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The Zero Waste Project is 
introduced to municipalities

March 2018, Istanbul
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Signing the joint 
declaration at the Special 

Session on First Ladies’ 
Leadership on  

Cancer Control

April 2016, Istanbul
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In a Special Session on Leadership 
of First Ladies in the Fight Against 
Cancer, she hosted the spouses of the 
heads of states who attended the 13th 
Islamic Summit organized in Istanbul 
by the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation in 2015. She called on 
the First Ladies to join in the fight 
against tobacco use and obesity, 
which are listed the primary reasons 
for cancer.

Emine Erdoğan believes that 
consuming processed food rather 
than natural nutritious food is one 
of the main reasons causing cancer. 
She is of the opinion that in the 
modern age, agricultural policies are 
primarily based on consumerism and 
do not particularly prioritize health 
and well-being of human beings. 
Therefore, she also challenges the 
current food suplly policies which she 
states has become weaponized in  
the hands of global capitalism.

Emine Erdoğan is also the patron 
of the Local Seed Meet-ups started 
by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry as part of the National 
Agriculture Project. She encourages 
the abandonment of agricultural 
practices that pose risk to both 
economy and health in the future.  
She points to a future where  
heirloom seeds are planted and 

processed naturally, and bring 
fertility to the soil.

Another issue on Emine Erdoğan’s 
agenda in the area of healthy and 
natural living is natural childbirth. 
She believes it is unacceptable  
that the rate of C-section births  
in Turkey is 54%, an extraordinarily 
high rate, and she is pushing back 
against this trend. 

At an event focusing on the issue 
of birth, she said: “Birth is the 
greatest miracle in the world, one 
that every woman will want to 
experience. Scientific advances are 
teaching us the unknown aspects 
of this miracle. We know that 
during birth a very special bond is 
created between mother and child. 
However, in recent years, this process 
has been complicated by various 
interventional procedures. C-sections 
began to be implemented as life-
saving operations, but have recently 
become an optional way to give birth. 
But the authentic way is a normal 
birth without intervention.”

Emine Erdoğan questions the reasons 
for such an unhealthy trend in a 
country like Turkey that is proud of 
its young population and concludes 
that the underlying issue here is the 
weakened bond between modern 
people and nature. 

With babies,  
the miracle of life...
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She believes that one of the 
fundamental problems is that by 
severing connections with the past 
traditions and practices, modern 
medicine ignores the knowledge 
gained over the course of human 
history, as well as the bond between 
human soul and body. This was why 
she encouraged the establishment 
of the Department of Traditional 
and Complementary Medicine at 
the Ministry of Health in Turkey. 
She continues to support scientific 
research in this area.

Emine Hanım served as the Honorary 
Chair at the 1st International 
Traditional and Complementary 

Medicine Congress organized  
by the Ministry of Health under the 
auspices of the Office of the President 
in April of 2018. She described her 
efforts as an attempt to synthesize 
Hippocrates with Avicenna, and 
Aristotle and Confucius. 

In her speech at the congress 
organized jointly by the Ministry 
of Health, the World Health 
Organization and University of 
Health Sciences, she emphasized 
the fact that traditional and 
complementary medicine is  
only complementary, and not  
an alternative to modern  
medicine.

With scientists who have 
contributed to the field of 
Traditional and Complementary 
Medicine

April 2018, Istanbul
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“Turkey is a rich country with a long history  
of traditional and complementary medicine. Anatolia is a cradle  

of civilization, a repository of knowledge passed down through practical 
experience from generation to generation. It has also been home to 

important medical institutions. From the Gevher Nesibe Hatun  
House of Healing to the Edirne’s Darüşşifa Healing Center, Turkey is the 

birthplace of the art of healing.

On his visit to Edirne, the famous traveler Evliya Çelebi said,  
‘There is a place of healing in this city that no tongue or pen can describe.’ 

Theirs was an approach that focused not just on disease but on  
physical and spiritual wellness. When appropriate, it used music as part 
of therapy and made preventive medicine a way of life. The places that 

we call ‘hospitals’ today were called ‘houses of healing’ back then.  
It was a perspective that focused not on disease but on wellness and 

addressed the whole being. We must leverage this historic  
knowledge to achieve a philosophical shift that transforms hospitals  

into houses of healing. I want to underscore how critical it is  
for the field of traditional and complementary medicine to be  

given a scientific basis.”

- Quote her speech on April 19, 2018 at  
the International Traditional and Complementary  

Medicine Congress in Istanbul
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As the First Lady, Emine Erdoğan 
has not only taken a keen interest in 
problems particular to Turkey, but 
she also follows the fates of these 
same issues when she accompanies 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan on 
trips abroad.

During her time as First Lady alone, 
Emine Erdoğan has visited almost  
30 African countries. In 2015, 
she visited a jewelry workshop in 
Ethiopia where women worked for 
only a dollar a day. When she learned 
that this jewelry was being sold in 
expensive boutique stores in the West 
at exorbitant prices, she returned 
from the trip with a new project.

She decided to set up a handicraft 
market in Ankara selling the 
handmade products of African 
women at a fair price, taking no 
profit and sending the revenue 
back to the African women. Soon, 
the African Handicrafts Market 
and Culture House was established 
in coordination with the Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The project was inaugurated on 
Africa Day May 25, 2016, and 
attended by First Ladies from various 
African countries. The project carried 
the notion of social assistance to a 
global level and has become a model 
for the international community.

With African First Ladies 
at the opening of the 

African Handicraft Market 
and Culture House

May 2016, Ankara
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Emine Erdoğan regularly makes 
speeches that address the deep-
rooted problems in Africa at the 
meetings she attends, including the 
United Nations. Inspired by a vision 
of “African Solutions for Africa”, she 
has been involved in initiatives that 
support Turkey’s African outreach 
since 2005. 

In September of 2018, she penned 
an article about Africa for Al Jazeera. 
She described her own perspective 
in the light of the warm relations 
that Turkey has fostered with many 
African countries. The article was 
entitled To solve Africa’s problems, 
give women a chance. 

Emine Erdoğan’s deep concern for 
humanitarian crises is not limited 
only to Africa but to other places 
around the world. In September 
2017, she paid a visit to Bangladesh 
and visited the camps in Cox Bazaar 

Erdoğan’s article 
proposing solutions to 

Africa’s problems

September 2018, Al Jazeera
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Opening ceremony at the 
African Handicraft Market 

and Culture House

May 2016, Ankara
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region where Rohingya people 
fled from Myanmar. This was the 
second time she visited the region 
to draw attention to the ongoing 
persecution against the Rohingya 
people. After her first visit in 
2012 to Myanmar, she returned 
to the camps in Bangladesh to 
distribute humanitarian aid, and 
raise awareness to the plight of the 
Rohingya people once more.

In the article she wrote for CNN 
International on September 19, 
2017, she cried out that The World 

Cannot Ignore the Plight of Rohingya 
Muslims.

Emine Erdoğan argued that the 
lives of Rohingya Muslims were 
not less valuable because they live 
in a remote corner of the world. 
She called upon the international 
community to act quickly. Turkey is 
still actively working in the region 
through governmental institutions 
such as Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA), the 
Red Crescent of Turkey and the 
Disaster and Emergency Management 
Authority (AFAD).

With Rohingya Muslims,  
who have fled genocide in 
Myanmar, to seek refuge at the 
Kutupalong Refugee Camp in 
North Rakhine, Bangladesh

August 2017, Bangladesh
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Article entitled The World Cannot Ignore the 
Plight of Rohingya Muslims

September 2018, CNN International
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Receiving the Humanitarian Service Recognition 
Award at the Global Donors Forum

September 2018, England
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Emine Erdoğan’s efforts in the area 
of humanitarian aid are recognized 
by the international community. In 
September of 2018, she received the 
Humanitarian Service Recognition 
Award in London. The award, given 
as part of the Chicago-based World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists’ 
Global Donors Forum, was presented 
to Emine Erdoğan for her work on 
humanitarian crises, especially 
in Myanmar. Wasif Khan, one of 
the forum directors, described her 
efforts that led to the award by 
saying, “Wherever we find Muslim 
philanthropists engaged in charity, 
we see Turkey on the front lines. If 
it were not for her, no one would 
care about Arakan or the genocide 
taking place there. The international 
community is only aware of what is 
happening there due to the efforts of 
First Lady Erdoğan.”

In the speech she made at the awards 
ceremony, Emine Erdoğan said, “The 

real recipient of this award, which  
I will treasure for the rest of my life, is 
my country, my state and my people 
because wherever there is a cry for 
help, they are ready to lend a hand 
regardless of religion, language or 
race.” Global Donors Forum President 
Paul Palmer emphasized the 
importance of Turkey’s philanthropic 
values, saying, “What Turkey has 
done in the field of humanitarian  
aid is a story yet to be told to the 
world. There is a wonderful notion, 
known as ‘secret philanthropy’. 
I think Turkey is one of the best 
examples of this.”

In October of the same year, Emine 
Erdoğan received yet another award 
for humanitarian aid, this time from 
the US. She was presented with the 
special distinction Humanitarian 
Leadership award from the Global 
Hope Coalition.

She accepted the special distinction 
Humanitarian Leadership award  

on behalf of Turkey for opening its 
borders to 4 million Syrians.

October 2018, USA

‘‘ She deserves millions of 
awards. Greatly appreciated 

for supporting many just 
causes around the world. She 
may be shy about accepting 
this award but does so as an 

example to other women.’’
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The chess game she played 
with a young rival at the youth 
center was a hot topic on social 

media for a long time.

At the Gazi Husrev Library

November 2018, Mardin

May 2015, Bosnia Herzegovina 
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Bridges of Heart Crossing Borders 

Official visits abroad, which began 
in 2002 when Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 
became the Prime Minister, were 
initially mere official contacts 
but over time became bridges of 
friendship that crossed borders 
due to the close relations that 
Erdoğan formed with his peers. In 
accordance with the 360-degree 
approach to diplomacy adopted by 
Erdoğan in international relations, 
he made numerous trips abroad. 
He is always accompanied by 
businesspeople, journalists and 
civil society representatives, which 
expand Turkey’s horizons, further 
strengthening the country politically 
and economically.  

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s closest 
companion in these visits is again 
Emine Erdoğan. During these visits, 
Emine Hanım proves to be more 
than just a travel partner, she leads 
the civil society efforts representing 
Turkey’s soft power. She participates 

in the opening ceremonies held for 
projects ranging from education 
to health completed by Turkish 
institutions such as TİKA, the Red 
Crescent, AFAD, Maarif Foundation 
and the Yunus Emre Institute. She 
attends such events also representing 
the President who is unable to attend 
due to his busy schedule.

Emine Hanım has also developed 
close relations with other First 
Ladies during these visits where they 
exchange experience, information 
and ideas. In such occasions, 
Emine Erdogan touches upon 
various aspects of Turkish culture 
and heritage, from the infamous 
Turkish coffee to the archaeological 
discoveries of Göbeklitepe... And 
every step of the way, she asks herself, 
“How can my country benefit from 
what I contribute to here?”  Wherever 
she traveled, from museums to 
orphanages, she went with an open 
heart and mind to share the common 
experience of all humanity.

With the spouses of world leaders at 
the G20 Leaders’ Summit

November 2018, Argentina
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With former US President George W.  
Bush and his wife Laura Bush

June 2004, Ankara

With former US President Barack  
Obama and his wife Michelle Obama

May 2016, USA
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With former US President Barack  
Obama and his wife Michelle Obama

With US President Donald Trump and his 
wife Melania Trump on the occasion of the 

100th anniversary of WWI

November 2018, France
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With Peng Liyuan, wife of the 
Chinese President

At the Chinese National Silk  
Museum with the spouses of the 

heads of state attending  
the G20 Heads of State and  

Government Summit

September 2016, China

September 2016, China
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With South Korean President Moon 
Je-in and his wife Kim Jung-sook

May 2018, South Korea
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With Pope Francis 
accompanied by Minister  
of Treasury and Finance  
Berat Albayrak and his wife 
Esra Albayrak

With Indonesian President 
Joko Widoda and his wife  

Iriana Widoda

February 2018, Italy

July 2015, Indonesia
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With Sheikha Moza, the mother of Emir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim Bin Hamad Al Tani, at the Mabeyn Palace

May 2016, Istanbul
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With Queen Elizabeth II, 
the Queen of the United 
Kingdom 

May 2018, England
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At the Louvre Museum
November 2015, France

Please scan the  
QR code to check out 

the gallery of the 
First Lady’s visits. 
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With President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
and his wife Mihriban Aliyeva

April 2016, Azerbaijan
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With German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel on the 100th 
anniversary of the Armistice 
that ended World War I 

With Jordanian King  
Abdullah II and his wife Queen 

Rania al Abdullah 

November 2018, France

February 2019, Istanbul
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With the wives of heads of state 
at the G20 Summit

Brigitte Macron, Melania Trump,
Juliana Awada and Peng Liyuan

With world leaders and their 
spouses at the opening of the G20 
Summit hosted by Argentina

November 2018, Argentina

November 2018, Argentina



68

With Angelica Rivera de Pena, wife 
of the President of Mexico

With Dominique Vattara, wife of 
the President of Ivory Coast

February 2015, Mexico

February 2016, Ivory Coast
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With Lordina Mahama, wife of the 
President of Ghana

With Djene Kaba Condé, wife of 
the President of Guinea

March 2016, Ghana

March 2016, Guinea
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Feeding a giraffe at the Giraffe Center in  
Africa - a continent which is very dear to her heart

With a lion cub at the Lion Park

June 2016, Kenya

July 2018, South Africa
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Speeches

The speeches that Emine Erdoğan 
has given at the events she attended 
to support the issues she believed 
in are all characterized by extensive 
research, vast experience and 
language of the heart.

While at home, Emine Erdoğan 
focuses on education, empowering 
women, health, natural living, and the 
environment, and emphasizes issues 

like humanitarian aid and cultural 
diplomacy abroad.

She highlights the suffering  
taking place everywhere from Syria 
and Myanmar to Palestine and the 
continent of Africa, and brings it  
to the attention of the world. Her  
strong appeals summon powerful 
responses, which reverberate  
across the globe.
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Opening Remarks at the Suruç Tent City
March 2015 - Şanlıurfa

Ladies and Gentlemen, Esteemed 
Guests, my brothers and sisters from 
Kobani,

When we are talking about war and 
the necessity of fleeing home and 
country, we must address the issue 
head on. That is what I am going to 
do today. I will begin by talking about 
the children.

War and children! These are two 
words that should never have to be 
used together. If children are being 
driven from their homes instead 
of jumping rope, spinning tops, 
and playing games until dark with 
children from the neighborhood, as 
world leaders we need to stop and 
think for a minute. We need to  
stop and think about how we will 
explain to our children what we are 
fighting for!

We must find a way to explain 
why they wake up to the sound of 
bombs in the morning, why they are 
surrounded weapons and bullets 
going whizzing by.

We need to ask ourselves how the 
tiny bodies of children will bear the 
heavy burden of war!

Esteemed Brothers and Sisters,
Yes, war hits children the hardest. It 
is not just their toys and games that 
are ripped away from them. Their 
futures are stolen as well because war 
leaves the most profound memories 
in the minds of children.

Being a child in war or may be not 
being able to be a child! Growing up 
without a childhood! As the world’s 
leaders, we are accountable for this.
As members of the international 

community, we are accountable for 
why these women and these people 
were forced to migrate to another 
country!

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is this sense of responsibility that 
prompts me to say to these brothers 
and sisters deprived of their homes 
and land by the conflict raging in this 
part of the Middle East for four years, 
“Welcome to our country.” Please 
accept this welcome as you would a 
host opening, without hesitation, the 
doors to his own home! You are our 
guests!

A human approach is more important 
to us than any political strategy or 
theory of international relations. 
What we see first and foremost are 
fellow human beings. We see the 
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innocence of children, the tears that 
women cry inside. This is because of 
our understanding of morality and 
civilization. We cannot leave children 
to be bombed. We cannot abandon 
women to hopelessness and fathers 
to despair. This is the philosophy 
that has prompted Turkey to fling its 
doors wide open to you.

The residents of Kobani, of Ayn al-
Arab, are our guests until their cities 
are rebuilt and life returns to normal.

My Esteemed Brothers and Sisters,

Our county is a place where 
Turkmens, Kurds, Arabs and Yazidis 
live in fraternal friendship. One 
hundred years ago, these lands were 
home to people who lived together 
as brothers and sisters. Today, this 
same principle of fraternity is the 

reason our doors are open to all 
victims and oppressed regardless of 
their religion, language or ethnicity. 
Naturally, we may not be able to 
make you as comfortable as you were 
in your own homes. I am sure that 
your children dream of playing in 
their own neighborhoods, that your 
women dream of waking up in their 
own homes and that your men dream 
of opening their own business every 
morning. Rest assured that we want 
this as much as you do, and we long 
for peace as much as you do.

However, as long as there are those 
who feed on war and terrorism and as 
long as the international community 
incites this conflict, we must 
unfortunately deal with reality.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For almost four years, the Turkish 
state has done its best to help the 

people hurt by the civil war in Syria 
and Iraq and it will continue to do 
so. We have never been sparing of 
humanitarian aid. Our country did 
not hesitate to open its doors to the 
almost 2 million people seeking 
refuge, and it has spent 5.5 billion 
dollars of its own resources.

Turkey has proven itself to 
be the world’s most generous 
country, providing unconditional 
humanitarian aid to people in need. 
In 2013, it dedicated 0.21% of its 
GDP to humanitarian aid and turned 
its attention to suffering wherever it 
occurred.

The Tent City that we are opening 
here today is the most tangible 
demonstration of this understanding. 
This undertaking in Suruç is the 
world’s largest and most modern 
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tent city capable of housing 35,000 
people and 7,000 families. It has 
been meticulously designed with 
playgrounds for children, fitness 
centers, recreational areas and hobby 
rooms. This city is technologically 
advanced and features everything 
from water purification systems to 
laundromats. I want to congratulate 
the Disaster and Emergency 
Management Office (AFAD) of the 
Prime Ministry and thank all  
those who have contributed to  
this unprecedented effort from the 
bottom of my heart.

With an exemplary project for 
the world to follow, you have 
demonstrated Turkey’s approach to 
humanitarian aid. You have opened 
learning centers for children and 
courses for women on many  
different subjects. 

Today, 10,500 people, 5,000 of which 
are children, are being hosted in 
this camp. Every need is being met 
by AFAD and our governor’s office, 
and every attempt is being made to 
alleviate the heavy burden imposed 
by the conditions of war.

Those who commit acts of terror 
in the name of religion, and any 
political strategy that drives people 
from their homeland, have no place 
in this solidarity and have all been 
condemned in the conscience of 
humanity.

This tent city is an oasis of humanity 
in the Middle East, where the human 
rights organizations of the world 
have failed, the defenders of women’s 
rights are defunct, and the charters of 
children’s rights are null and void.

The war in Syria is entering its 5th 
year. The death toll is 300,000, 
and 7 million people have been 
driven from their homes. 17,000 
children have lost their lives, more 
than 375,000 children have been 
injured and 19,000 children have 
lost at least one limb. Similarly, 
490 children in Gaza have been 
murdered and 3,000 injured.

Now, I want to ask my esteemed 
guests. What have institutions 
like the United Nations done in 
response to this catastrophe? Apart 
from publishing data about the fact 
that 15 million children in 2014 
are stuck in the middle of a war, 
what steps have they taken to raise 
the alarm? This is literally nothing 
more than hanging out a sign 
claiming to be a philanthropist.
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Europe boasts of its cultural diversity, 
but has admitted only 130,000 of the 
4 million Syrian refugees around the 
world. Does this attitude really merit 
to be called multicultural?

I am sorry to say that the world, with 
all its international organizations, 
has failed this test of humanity. 
Ostentatious public relations tactics 
cannot hide the utter lack of values. It 
is in precisely this environment that 
Turkey, without expecting anything 
in return, continues to exemplify the 
true spirit of philanthropy.

All this is done, first and foremost, 
for the sake of humanity. But it is 
also consistent with the cultural 
partnerships and kinship that we 
have developed for centuries in 
this cultural region. It is our debt 
of loyalty to our Kurdish, Arab, 

Circassian, Armenian, Bosnian, Laz, 
Gypsy and Albanian brothers and 
sisters, with whom just a short 100 
years ago, we lived together under the 
protection of the same state.

Distinguished Guests,

It is also meaningful that this  
massive humanitarian undertaking 
has taken place in the region of 
Harran and the city of Urfa, from 
which the prophet Abraham hailed. 
The Suruç tent city is, in this sense, 
a table of friendship and blessing. It 
is the manifestation of a generous 
civilization where sharing bread with 
the oppressed is an honored tradition. 
I hope that it will bring the blessing of 
Abraham as well.

I want to express my profound 
gratitude to all of the civil society 

organizations and our people 
who have contributed with the 
most charitable motives to this 
humanitarian campaign made 
possible by our government.

You have shared bread with our 
brothers and sisters from Syria and 
Iraq in villages and cities throughout 
Turkey and brought them under your 
wings for protection.

It is my hope that this voice rising 
from Turkey and from Şanlıurfa, the 
homeland of the prophet Abraham, 
the common patriarch of three 
religions, will be an example to the 
whole world. The Abrahamic way is 
an intersection of civilizations, and 
will remind the members of all these 
faiths of their true values, so that 
humanity can rise from where it has 
fallen. I hope that humanity will be 
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resurrected in Şanlıurfa, home  
of the world’s oldest city dating back 
12,000 years.

This will strengthen the brotherhood 
between Kurds and Turks in this land 
which is the cradle of harmonious 
co-existence. I hope that, from 
the world’s most modern city of 
philanthropy, common human values 
will spread globally.

Our only aim is to help shoulder 
the burden weighing down our 
brothers and sisters who have left 
their homeland and found refugee 
here and to sometimes put a smile on 
their face. Our goal is to make sure 
the children continue their education 
while they are here and to see that 
women learn a vocation before they 
return to their homeland.

I know that AFAD, the architect  
of this humanitarian city, has many 
other projects. It is my hope that all 
of them will, in the future, be realized 
one after another and bring added 
value to the lives of our guests.

My Esteemed Brothers and Sisters, 
Our Esteemed Guests,

I know that today you would much 
rather be in your own country, your 
own city and your own warm homes. 
And I would like to say again that is 
what we want too. Our greatest desire 
is to see you find peace. However, 
as you all know, the world is a place 
of trials. It is a place where the 
oppressed must live together with 
tyrants. After we have done our best, 
the only thing left for us to do in this 
process is to pray and be patient. 

You know that these are the lands of 
the prophet Job, who taught us what 
patience means. Until the day you 
return to your homes, gird yourselves 
with the patience of Job.

On the other hand, my brothers and 
sisters who are living here with our 
guests in Şanlıurfa, you are also 
shouldering a heavy burden. The man 
who should guide you is Ayyub al-
Ansar, the man who opened his home 
to our prophet when he migrated to 
Medina. Is he not the one who taught 
us the spirit of Ansar? It is my hope 
that we will be patient enough to pass 
this test and turn this whole process 
into a positive reinforcement of 
Turkish-Kurdish brotherhood.

Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to conclude my remarks 
by saying that I hope with all my 
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heart for an immediate end to the 
wars and conflicts in Syria, Iraq, 
Palestine and every other place where 
we need to see humanity restored, 
and I long to see the children once 
again restored to human living 
conditions. 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to express my gratitude to the 
strong political will that leads us, 
to our state, to our government, 
which is working energetically day 
and night, to our line ministries, 
to AFAD and all its workers who 
have worked diligently to make 
this Tent City a reality and with the 
purest humanitarian motives, to the 
hardworking members of Şanlıurfa 
parliamentarians who have joined 
in this effort, to the Governor and 
the Mayor of Şanlıurfa, to the Suruç 

District Governor and especially to 
the people of the region for being 
an example to the entire world of 
humanitarian solidarity.

You can be sure that you have a 
big place in the little hearts of our 
children who have sought refuge here 
from the war. The compassionate 
helping hand that you have extended 
has been the only hope they have 
seen of safe harbors in a world filled 
with violence.

When all of this is over, I am 
confident that the humane treatment 
they have witnessed in Turkey 
will never be forgotten. Finally, I 
would like to address my brothers 
and sisters who live in the Tent 
City. The State of the Republic of 
Turkey is your guardian. You are 

our guests. I believe that these days 
will strengthen our brotherhood and 
reinforce our cultural bonds of unity.

Long live Turkish-Kurdish-
Arab brotherhood! Long live the 
brotherhood of nations!

Kurd u Tirk biranin!
Biji biratiya gelan!

May the blessings of Allah be  
upon you.
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Life-Long Health and  
Natural Food Summit in Turkey
May 2015 – Sakarya

Distinguished Participants, 
Distinguished Teachers, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I greet all of you with respect and 
affection. I would like to take this 
opportunity to express how delighted 
I am to be here with you. I am grateful 
to the board that organized this 
meeting. In a world where we have 
lost our connection with the soil and 
are besieged on all sides by chemicals, 
it is all the more meaningful for 
organizations to cooperate on such a 
critical issue.

I hope that this event will raise 
awareness of the relationship 
between nutrition and health.

Distinguished Guests,

We are witnessing very interesting 
times in the modern world. On the 

one hand, the world is fighting 
obesity, and on the other hand, it 
grapples with hunger and poverty. 
The number of people who die from 
obesity-related diseases is almost 3 
times higher than the number who 
die from malnutrition. Of course, 
this percentage applies to the world 
outside of Africa. For many people 
access to something as fundamental 
to life as water is still a huge problem.

Unfortunately, the reason for all of 
this is not a shortage of food but its 
unfair distribution. Every year, 1.3 
billion tons of food goes to waste. 
Can you imagine wasting 1.3 billion 
tons of food in a world where every 
year 10 million people die from 
malnutrition!? One in every six 
people lacks the food required for a 
healthy and active life. All of  

these are the contradictions of the 
modern world.

On the other hand, food is also being 
used as a tool of colonialism. Today, 
rich countries are setting up giant 
industrial facilities in the Far East 
or Africa in order to preserve their 
own land and water resources. They 
engage in a type of food colonization 
that can best be summarized as,  
“We get the harvest, they get the 
harm.” While pouring their industrial 
wastes to third-world countries,  
they also lease the fertile virgin 
lands of Africa to engage in organic 
farming. Ethiopia is the most  
striking example of this.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are obviously not going to 
be discussing the contradictions 
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of the global system or food and 
agricultural imperialism in this 
Summit.  However, grasping the 
global implications of food supply, 
demonstrates just how strategic  
the issue is.

As you know, there are two 
fundamental aspects of a good  
and healthy diet.  It must be balanced 
and adequate. Obesity and  
hunger are two horrific consequences 
of what happens when these two 
principles are violated. Obesity in 
particular is now known to be the 
source of many illnesses. When the 
medical expert Ibn Sina (Avicenna) 
was asked about the cause of illness, 
he said, “eating too much and  
eating on top of eating.”

Will power and awareness are of 
critical importance. We condemn the 
body that we have been blessed with 
to sickness by not eating a balanced 
diet or through overeating. Excluding 
hereditary and environmental factors, 
the reason for many chronic illnesses 
today is improper nutrition. It is said 
to be the underlying factor in 60% of 
deaths and 46% of illnesses.

According to the estimates of the 
medical community, in 2020, 70% of 
total deaths in developing countries 
will be caused by diabetes. In that 
sense, nutrition is not just a matter 
of being healthy, but an extremely 
critical issue of life and death.

The fact that there is a close 
relationship between nutrition 
and cardiovascular disease and 

cancer is well known to all of our 
doctor friends here today. Similarly, 
infectious diseases are not only 
more common in malnourished 
communities, but also run a more 
severe course. Nutrition and the 
immune system are closely linked.

In summary, proper nutrition is a 
prerequisite for healthy living and 
disease prevention. The Turkish 
proverb which says that “Life passes 
through the throat” summarizes 
for us ancient wisdom about the 
relationship between nutrition and 
life. The problems related to nutrition 
require cooperation between many 
sciences and sectors starting with the 
field of health. Even small steps in 
this regard can make a big difference. 
I appreciate the efforts of our 
Ministry of Agriculture to label food 
allergens on restaurant menus.
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This is a common practice overseas. 
Our citizens have a right to know 
this information, and it is also 
an invitation for them to take 
responsibility for what they eat  
and drink. I hope that our Ministry 
will make the same effort to  
indicate the salt content and types  
of sugar and fat.

I also believe that small steps, 
undertaken by some of our 
institutions, such as offering only a 
single sugar cube when serving tea, 
demonstrate a heightened sensitivity 
to the matter. I hope that we will see 
more of these campaigns showcasing 
nutritional awareness.

If we can spread these habits through 
every segment of society, future 

generations will be healthier. It 
is essential that we instill in our 
children informed and healthy eating 
habits at a young age.

Our children should understand 
the journey that food takes from 
the soil to the table. They must 
learn what natural real food is. The 
must understand how a seed is 
transformed to food on our table so 
that they can learn to share it, not to 
waste it, to be patient and content.

Esteemed friends,

Unfortunately, we are not as close to 
the soil as we once were. But the fact 
that we live in cities far from nature 
must not become an excuse. Let’s 

grow plants on our balconies even if 
we live in an apartment complex, so 
that our children will know just how 
creative the source of life is.

Let them express their gratitude 
to the real giver of their delicious 
food. Otherwise, in a world where 
everything can be bought for a 
price, they see money as the only 
value in life. They think that they 
can get anything with money. When 
the truth is that, with a little work 
and patience, the earth generously 
provides us with a thousand and 
one blessings. What’s more, these 
blessings come with another intrinsic 
value, namely health.
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As long as it is not contaminated 
with chemicals, the earth is a source 
of both blessing and health. Just as 
poor nutrition leads to illness, good 
natural food is a source of wellness. 
After all, the primary elements of  
the treatments prescribed by 
Hippocrates were food.

In the hustle and bustle of city life,  
we often neglect a healthy diet. 
However, there is no way to 
compensate for that. I believe that 
this summit will be a very important 
breakthrough in this regard. We 
expect our media to help eliminate 
the misinformation that has been 
spread about what we eat and drink. 

The food sector is rampant with 
abuse. In recent years, advertisers 

have also discovered the relationship 
between food and health. Not a day 
goes by without us hearing about 
how some food is good for cancer 
or bronchitis. Consumers as well as 
producers bear some responsibility 
in this regard.  We must not be shy 
about questioning the quality of a 
certain food. This is a matter that 
requires we be constantly informed.

I think that there is wisdom in our 
religion’s guidelines for clean and 
approved foods. This principle 
tells us that we should be open to 
learning about how and what we 
are eating because nutrition is not 
just a biological issue.  Food is fuel 
for our brain. There is a very close 
connection between what we eat and 
our morals and behavior.

Allah draws a parallel between 
hunger and disciplining the flesh.  
This is illustrated by the hadith that 
says, “Eating meat every day 
darkens the heart.” The great Muslim 
scholar Ibn Khaldun invites us to 
moderation when he says, “The 
morals and disposition of those who 
eat little and have a balanced diet  
are also balanced.”

Our religious scholars from 
Mevlana and Ibn Sina to Lokman 
Hekim and Erzurumlu Ibrahim Hakkı 
all point to the connection between 
a person’s physical and spiritual 
development. Is not this the essence 
of the medicine of the prophet?
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We do not view food as merely a 
source of calories. For example, for 
us, bread is not just the physical 
transformation of wheat to flour 
and flour to dough. It is the king at 
our table, a sacred blessing. It is the 
source of blessing.

Our philosophy of civilization views 
all things as part of an integral 
whole. This is why we have this 
understanding of nutrition and 
health.

If we want to live healthier lives, we 
must not turn our back on thousands 
of years of human experience. In 
order to restore our children’s taste 
for natural food, we must take a 

serious look at the chemicals in our 
food. Healthy and clean food does not 
mean food that is merely sterile and 
hygienic. Today, we can unfortunately 
destroy the essence of food by 
removing all of the living organisms 
from our food when it is processed.

I must say that our Ministry of 
Agriculture has launched an 
important initiative called “Good 
Farming Practices”. These practices 
encompass every stage through 
which food passes from the fields to 
the table. It is also vitally important 
in terms of reducing dependence on 
agricultural chemicals.

Every year, the world uses two 
million tons of agricultural 
chemicals. In addition to their 
many other negative effects, they 
sterilize the soil, organisms and 

even humans. Research in recent 
years has demonstrated the effects 
of nutritional disorders on fertility. 
We have seen that every bite 
we eat is a threat not just to our 
bodies but to our future. Therefore, 
we cannot safeguard Turkey’s 
development without addressing 
the health problems caused by poor 
nutrition. We need a systematic and 
sustainable approach to everything 
from agriculture to health. We 
must abandon this obsession with 
acquiring more products faster. 

We must go back to the essence of 
everything. Everyone on the planet 
deserves access to clean healthy food.

Esteemed Friends,

Nutrition and health are extremely 
important issues that involve many 
different fields from agriculture to 
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food. There are so many things to 
say about this topic. We must do our 
absolute best to remain faithful to the 
fertile Anatolian earth and to realize 
Turkey’s potential for natural and 
healthy food, which is an issue I am 
personally very interested in.

Before I conclude my remarks, I want 
to underscore one important issue. 
Sports are one of the most important 
elements of a healthy life.

Physical activity keeps both the body 
and the spirit strong and vibrant. One 
of the most striking characteristics of 
Ottoman civilization was that it made 
sport a part of everyday life. Physical 
activity was an integral part of the 
dervish lodges that were one of the 
most important centers of social life.

Activities like archery, wrestling 
and horse-riding were vehicles for 
spiritual and physical discipline. 
We could say that life-long sport is 
as important as good nutrition for a 
healthy lifestyle.

Distinguished Guests,

Anatolian soil is waiting for seeds that 
have not been contaminated by GMO 
and that retain the characteristics 
endowed at creation. The people 
of Anatolia want their healthy and 
robust children back.

It is for these reasons that I want  
to express my profound gratitude to 
Bilecik Şeyh Edebali University 
and all of the sponsors and 

stakeholders of this summit. I bid  
you all a fond farewell and  
am eagerly looking forward to the 
progress that will be achieved  
here.
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Iftar Program With Academicians,  
Businesswomen and Artists
June 2016 - Istanbul

Dear Ladies and Esteemed Friends,

I greet all of you with the sincerest 
affection. I want to thank each and 
every one of you for accepting my 
invitation. Your presence is most 
welcome and it is a delight to be here 
with you. 

As the poet says, “The month of 
Ramadan is a spiritual celebration.” It 
is a transcendental feast, a heavenly 
table.” In this holy month, we distance 
ourselves from physical desires and 
focus on spiritual delights. Our soul 
is purified as we turn to deeper 
matters. The desire for righteousness 
increases. May Allah allow you to 
experience all of the beauty of this 
month.

I am delighted to spend time 
with the esteemed academicians, 
businesswomen, authors and artists 
of our country. You are Turkey’s 
intellectual and spiritual architects.  
Your contributions to science, 
the economy and art are the most 
precious fruits of these lands. As the 
poet Erdem Bayazid says, “I know the 
women of my country, whose hearts 
are as big as the Mediterranean, and 
whose breath as warm as Africa.” We 
know women too, whose intellect, 
insight, hard work and emotions 
illuminate society and shine a light 
on the future! We know the women 
of Anatolia, Mesopotamia and 
beautiful Istanbul.

I believe that women play the leading 
role in the rebuilding of societies 

and in the promotion of common 
values. It is, therefore, critical that 
our women be involved in decision-
making mechanisms. Women 
make up half of the population, 
but unfortunately, this proportion 
is not reflected in management 
mechanisms. Our government is 
working tirelessly to achieve this 
balance.

I want to say, with the utmost 
sincerity, that Ankara has the 
strongest political will to consistently 
defend the rightful place women need 
to attain in the society. I believe this 
is the most reformist administration 
in Turkish history. And all of us know 
all too well that it is never easy to 
overcome entrenched ideas.
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The preconceived ideas and habits of 
society constitute obstacles to gender 
equality. In spite of this, revolutionary 
steps have already been taken.

When we were engaged in the Come 
on Girls, Let’s Go To School project, 
I remember persuading families one 
by one. We worked especially hard to 
overcome the preconceived notions 
about girls going to school in the 
southeast. Thank goodness, the ratio 
of girls in elementary school is finally 
equal to that of boys.

However, we still have a long distance 
to cover. I am hoping to move forward 
with a new perspective and a new 
philosophy. It is imperative that we 
raise the quality of education in 
accordance with changing needs. 

It is vital that our girls be involved 
in fields like science, technology, 
mathematics and engineering so that 
they can be part of the workforce of 
the future.

At the same time, we must identify 
the special responsibilities of women 
and what must still be done to 
remove the obstacles they face to 
participating in social life. Some of 
the important regulations introduced 
by our government are maternity 
leave and the right to work part-time.

Providing the conditions necessary 
for a person to learn and develop 
is the top prerequisite for progress.  
Sometimes the parameters of being 
an advanced society overshadow the 
most essential elements of life, like 
children, women and family.

The truth is that if you don’t make 
quality investments in children and 
human beings, you cannot advance 
in other areas. This is why we must 
establish a social order that reminds 
fathers of their roles in raising 
children and rescues women from the 
home-work dilemma.

Esteemed Guests,

We will accomplish these things 
together. A social movement that does 
not include civil society, academia, 
the business community and the 
world of art will be incomplete. A 
future that is not nourished by the 
graces of literature, music and art will 
be soulless.

The social order that we will establish 
must have a structure that exhibits 
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society’s spiritual diversity and not 
simply be something quantifiable. In 
this regard, our academicians, artist 
and scientist have a huge role to play.

When women can combine their 
unique perspectives as women with 
professional skills, our society will 
flourish.

Over the last 16 years, our country 
has grown and developed in every 
area in spite of huge obstacles. In 
rebuilding Turkey, I think that we 
have entered the fine craftsmanship 
phase. Mutual resolve is essential to 
bring this developmental process to a 
refined conclusion in 2023.

Revealing the spiritual roots of this 
society and realizing its geographical, 
economic and human potential are 
possible if we all work together.  
I know that you will not withhold 
your support in this regard. There are 
projects that we want to undertake in 
many fields, ranging from education 
and health to the environment 
and art.

I want to take this opportunity 
to ask that you support the Zero 
Waste project that we are actively 
implementing right now in whatever 
way you can. The environment 
belongs to all of us. The project is 
based on the principle of minimizing 
damage to the environment by 

separating waste at the source 
as this will also contribute to the 
recycling economy. The issue of 
waste management begins at home 
and in the factory and extends to the 
municipalities. I hope that this project 
will be solution to the problem.

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey will likely not get another 
opportunity of such a sweeping 
momentum for development in the 
near future.  Therefore, we must 
take advantage of this opportunity 
together and move Turkey to the next 
level by addressing the mistakes of 
the past. 
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A stagnant and inert state and 
bureaucracy is now a thing of the 
past. Currently, the mind of the state 
is attuned to every opinion raised by 
society. There is a climate that is open 
to any productive effort whether it is 
from arts and academia or the world 
of business and education. 

Our cooperation will allow female 
solidarity to become entrenched in 
society while also enhancing our 
contributions to our country and to 
humanity. It is a wonderful feeling  
to know that when all of the 
intellectual seeds we plant in these 
lands sprout and we become a giant 
tree, humanity will rest in its shade.

I leave you with these thoughts  
and bid all of you a very fond farewell 
with my sincerest wishes for  
a happy Eid al-Fitr.

I hope you enjoy many more as well 
in peace, health and happiness.  
Thank you for being here. May the 
blessings of Allah be upon you.
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Esteemed Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Families of our Martyrs,
Mothers and Fathers,
Brothers, Sisters and 
Precious Children,

I greet all of you with the warmest 
affection. I am delighted to be 
together with you.

Just like the soldiers who gave their 
lives in the War of Independence and 
at Çanakkale, those who fell in the 
resistance on July 15th are heroes to 
which we owe the existence of our 
nation.  I remember them all with 
gratitude. I pray to God Almighty that 
the warriors who made these lands 
our home will, as the poet said, attain 
a place next to the Prophet.

Remember Akif says, 

“Oh martyred son of a martyr!
Do not ask me for a grave!

The Prophet stands with 
his bosom open to you!”

I ask Allah to give you rest in your 
souls and to fill your hearts with 
patience and peace. I believe with 
all my heart that your noble and 
dignified stance will be rewarded in 
heaven.

Esteemed Brothers and Sisters, 
Precious Children,

July 15th is not just another page on 
the calendar.

It has become synonymous with 
a dark day on which our glorious 
nation was stabbed in the back. There 
are no words to describe the terror 
or courage of that night.
 
July 15th was a night on which the 
elderly took to the streets with canes 
and women with prayers, when 
young people sacrificed everything 
for the love of their homeland. As 
the muezzins were reciting the salah 
with a knot in their throat, our people 
took to the streets fresh from their 
ablutions.

They took nothing else with them. 
They flooded into the squares.
That night is unforgettable. It 
was almost unbearable. All of us 
experienced something different. 

Breakfast with Families of Martyrs
March 2017 - Antalya
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Even as the FETÖ traitors and 
collaborators were spreading the 
lie that the President had fled 
the country, we had already set out to 
join the people. As we were passing 
between the F-16s sent after us in 
the darkness of night, there was one 
thing that illuminated our path.

The comforting verse that Muslims 
remember when beset by difficulty...

“And they schemed, and Allah 
schemed against them, and Allah is 
the best of schemers`

This verse assured us there was no 
need to fear because we knew that 
God is the ultimate arbitrator and 
that our fate was in His hands. We put 
our faith in this absolute truth, and 

by God’s grace we landed in Istanbul.
We recognized no power above 
that of the people. We met with our 
people. All of us know what happened 
after that.

The inconceivable dimensions of the 
betrayal and the violence fell over our 
land like pitch blackness that night.
Until our people put the fear into 
fear, put death to death and filled the 
public squares wearing courage like a 
shield.

That night huge differences melted 
away and disappeared in the common 
struggle for homeland and flag. As 
Cemil Meriç said, that night,
“The people of the country were 
not progressive, conservative, right-
wing or left-wing; they were either 

honorable or dishonorable.” On the 
night of July 15th, we learned to be 
a “nation”. May Allah preserve this 
mindset. May He grant us success 
as we strive to honor what has been 
entrusted to us by the brave soldiers 
who crowned death with their 
martyrdom.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Before July 15th, our youth and 
children did not know what a coup 
really meant. But for us, the word 
“coup” made our hearts bleed like a 
reopened wound because we knew all 
too well what a coup costs a country. 
The fact that we were unable to 
rescue a prime minister elected by 
the people from the coup gallows has 
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been an unresolved issue for years. 
Our hearts were filled with rage 
towards the coups that erased all our 
efforts once every ten years. However, 
we can be thankful that this problem 
was sorted on July 15th.

Our people refused to bow to 
this coup. The future of our beautiful 
children was not crushed under 
their tanks.

The martyrdom of our brave 
warriors saved Turkey from utter 
darkness. The sun that rose over 
Turkey that morning not only 
brought news of our people’s victory, 
but it also revealed the full extent 
of the traitors’ filth.

While our martyrs breathed their 
last with smiles on their faces and 

slipped into the afterlife, our people 
began a vigil that would last for days. 
We stood before Allah and we stood 
guard for days fueled by anger 
at the traitors and the pain of our 
lost comrades.

In this regard, July 15th was a rare 
sort of people’s revolution. It was a 
victory of the national will against 
powers of tutelage. That night our 
people gave the political will a task: 
“Remove all kinds of tutelage from 
every cell of this nation.”

The referendum of April 16th is the 
very description of this task. Just as 
our people stopped tanks with their 
heartfelt faith and love of homeland, I 
am confident that, on April 16th, they 

will forever bury the coup 
d’état mentality. I believe that April 
16th is a major milestone for our 
country. 

I believe that Turkey will overcome 
the obstacles it faces and make 
a fresh start.

I want to address our children and 
the youth that the martyrs have 
entrusted to us. Your state will 
always stand behind you. It is very 
the guarantor of your future. Do not 
doubt this for a moment. Each of 
you will be the heroes of this country 
that is our homeland.

As the poet says, “A homeland to 
which no one lays claim shall fall; 
If you embrace it, this country will 
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never fail.” I believe that the future 
of our country is very bright. I know 
that you will take this heritage to 
new heights. You will give to this land 
what it deserves as you are the ones 
that know its value best.

The country beckons to its heroes. 
You will self-confidently embrace 
education and learning with a strong 
stance that exalts the values of our 
nation and you will be the heroes of 
this country.  May Allah protect you 
and make you children deserving of 
this nation. 

In addition to the children of our 
martyrs, we have among us their 
spouses, parents, sisters, aunts, and 
grandmothers. Your resolve, your 

dignity and your patience add value 
to this nation. May Allah comfort the 
pain in your heart and never let go  
of your hand.

The Quran says, “And do not say of 
those who are killed in the Way of 
Allah: They are dead! They are alive.” 
We say “Amen” to that. There is no 
doubt that they are more alive than 
we are. Until that great day when we 
meet again, may God lead us into  
the good works that we will share 
with them.

My Esteemed Brothers and Sisters, 
I want to say again that it is an 
indescribable pleasure for me to be 
together with you.

I am extremely grateful to the 
July 15th Association for bringing 
us together. I have watched with 
appreciation their efforts to support 
the families of our martyrs and our 
veterans. I wish them success in their 
endeavors befitting our nation.

I want to pay my respects to our 
heroic people and the veterans who 
defended the national will by taking 
to the streets on the night of July 
15th. May the souls of our martyrs 
rest in peace. May Allah make us 
servants to exalt the nation they have 
entrusted to us.

May the blessings of Allah be upon 
you. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet all of you with the sincerest 
affection. I am delighted to be with 
you at this important event focusing 
on education. I want to thank Her 
Highness Sheikha Moza for her kind 
invitation. I want to thank her for her 
hospitality, which is the symbol of the 
friendship between Turkey and Qatar. 
I hope that the 8th World Innovation 
Summit for Education will bring 
fruitful results.

Esteemed Guests,

Never before in the history of the 
world has humanity experienced such 
rapid change and transformation. 
Habits are changing and mankind 

is facing tremendous challenges 
in every field. There are several 
different views about the future of 
the world. Contrary to the clash of 
civilizations theories, there are many 
who see the possibility of an alliance 
of civilizations and peaceful co-
existence. In this context, it is critical 
that we ask the right questions and 
pursue the truth.

In a post-truth world dominated by 
propagandist scenarios, we must be 
the spokesperson for the truth. In 
a world where fake news is spread 
through technology and replaces the 
facts, we can only survive with the 
power of truth. Our lives become 
more valuable when we defend a 
rational and conscientious approach.

Unfortunately, Muslims are the 
biggest victims of the post-truth 
age. Muslims are blamed for all the 
world’s security problems under 
the guise of Islamic terrorism. Lies 
built on fear and anxiety become 
universally accepted truths. The truth 
is that Islam is a religion of peace, 
and Muslims should be ambassadors 
of peace. We must combat the 
common problems that concern all 
of mankind. Turning the world away 
from division and back towards unity 
is possible if we strive to make it 
happen.

We must be students of human 
history and build a new perspective 
that goes beyond the polarization. 
I believe that education has an 

8th World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE)
November 2017 - Doha
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invaluable role to play in this process. 
In an era where lies are exalted and 
integrity has vanished, we must find 
ways to access tested and accurate 
information, and we must review our 
information policies.

New discoveries do not require new 
places but rather a fresh set of eyes. 
We must not view entrepreneurship 
as only a matter of economics and 
development. We must be leaders 
when it comes to new educational 
policies that will instill excellent 
moral and intellectual values.

We must assume moral responsibility 
for the future of the world. In order to 
co-exist, we must acknowledge each 
other’s problems. There is so much 

pain in the world. The important 
thing is being sensitive enough to feel 
it. For example, the refugee crisis is 
one of humanity’s greatest challenges. 
As a country that has embraced 
almost 3.5 million refugees, Turkey 
has demonstrated the most beautiful 
example of co-existence. Women and 
children fleeing war and devastation 
have been treated as guests in our 
country regardless of their religion, 
language or ethnicity. Almost one 
million of these 3.5 million people are 
school-aged children. We do not want 
these children to be a lost generation.

Our country is doing an 
extraordinary job of mobilizing 
every available educational resource. 
We are building bridges between 

Syrian and Turkish students from 
elementary school to university with 
“mainstreaming in education”.

In this age of division, it is clear that 
co-existence is only possible through 
education. I believe with all my heart 
that this summit will, in this regard, 
open new horizons for humanity.

Once again, I want to thank Her 
Highness and all of the speakers who 
are contributing to the program.   
I hope that the friendship between 
Turkey and Qatar lasts forever and 
bid you all a very fond farewell.
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With Female Ambassadors and  
Wives of Ambassadors
August 2018 - Ankara

Esteemed Ladies,
Esteemed Guests,

I greet all of you with the sincerest of 
affection. I am delighted to host you.
Welcome to your country and to your 
home!

We are very proud to see that our 
Foreign Affairs organization is 
constantly expanding and growing 
stronger. The new embassies we have 
opened are carrying our voice to the 
far corners of the world. I believe 
that each one of you are proud of this 
important mission.

But you obviously carry burdens as 
well. It is not easy to bear the huge 
responsibility that goes with your 

assignment, the deprivations of living 
away from home and the difficulties 
of adapting to a different culture.

The wives of our ambassadors 
support their husbands while bearing 
the responsibility for managing 
family affairs abroad. 

We view the wives of our 
ambassadors as ambassadors of 
the Turkish soul and appreciate 
what they are doing. I know that our 
women are just as active as their 
husbands in the country they have 
been posted to. I want to express 
my heartfelt appreciation for the 
hearts you touch, the hands you 
extend and the doors you open.

Our female ambassadors are another 
source of great pride for us. We are 
absolutely delighted to know that 
there are now 53 female ambassadors. 
The fact that such a significant 
amount of our diplomacy has been 
handed over to women demonstrates 
just how much confidence our state 
has in the power of women. I believe 
that this confidence will bear much 
fruit and will yield productive and 
beneficial results. I hope that your 
numbers will grow as well.

We are in a phase of international 
relations where Turkey is becoming 
stronger with every passing day. Our 
young population, growing economy, 
unique geographical location and 
historic heritage continue to attract 
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the world’s attention. Of course, 
this increased attention also invites 
proportionally large attacks.

The economic attacks that we 
have recently suffered are the 
most striking example of this. The 
fluctuations in the exchange rate that 
cannot be explained by economic 
indicators point to a lawless hunger 
for power across the ocean. This 
approach is a blow to the respect of 
international relations, and I believe 
that it reflects more poorly on the 
perpetrators than it does on Turkey.

Turkey emerges from every conflict 
more powerful than it was before 
and continues to write its own story 
with determination and resolve. Your 

efforts are an important part of this 
story of success. Our international 
relations will continue to mature 
and develop in your accomplished 
hands and will demonstrate the 
justice of Turkey’s cause around the 
world, winning new allies for our 
country. You will also be the ones that 
wage the most effective war against 
terrorist organizations like FETÖ.

It is unacceptable that this 
organization, which has targeted the 
unity of our country, is using Turkey’s 
name in its overseas operations. It 
is imperative that we strengthen 
the spirit of cooperation that will 
be required to transfer all of FETÖ’s 
educational institutions to the Maarif 
Foundation. Your efforts to explain 

to the authorities in the concerned 
countries just how dangerous this 
organization is may speed up this 
process. We must communicate our 
country’s good faith in its overseas 
initiatives and build a respectable 
stance.

Esteemed Guests,

As you all know, an important part 
of international politics is cultural 
diplomacy. I believe that our women 
could be one step ahead of the rest in 
this respect. I feel strongly that female 
attention and compassion focused 
on this special area will make a huge 
difference in diplomacy. Turkey has 
an incredibly diverse culture in areas 
ranging from cuisine and handicrafts 
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to literature and music. Introducing 
the world to this diversity is your 
mission; it is a duty we all share.

We can only overcome the 
superficiality that accompanies 
globalization by preserving local 
values. We cannot become universal 
without knowing our own place. This 
is why we must bring every aspect 
of our own culture into the light and 
present it tastefully to the modern 
world. As ambassadors and the wives 
of ambassadors, you can create a 
cultural oasis in the country you live 
in and strengthen this vein. Our TV 
series are being watched all over the 
world, but this should not be all that 
we are known for.

Your efforts can help make our 
artists “world-famous”. We have 

skilled human resources in so many 
different fields. What we have to do is 
introduce them and their works to the 
international community. Similarly, 
you can expand the horizons of 
Turkish youth by introducing them to 
the valuable people of the countries 
where you live.

In this sense, your embassies can 
become cultural bases. Culture and 
art soften the sharp edges of politics, 
bridge the gap between differences 
and bring hearts closer together. 
Through culture we can sometimes 
achieve what we are unable to do 
politically. We have agencies like 
the Yunus Emre Institute that are 
working actively in the field of 
cultural diplomacy. Similarly, TIA 
and the Maarif Foundation not 
only provide humanitarian aid and 

education, but they are exporting 
culture as well.

There are agencies in our country 
that work to preserve and promote 
culture. One example of this is 
the Olgunlaşma Institutes. We are 
working to revamp these institutes 
that work to preserve our handicrafts 
to address the needs of contemporary 
life. We want to transmit our 
physical cultural heritage in the 
most refined and sophisticated way 
with experienced teachers and half a 
century of accumulated knowledge.  
The works that you saw in the foyer 
are the finest handicrafts made from 
special woven fabrics that reflect 
characteristics of the period.  I hope 
that different versions bearing our 
local motifs will, with your help, find 
their way around the world.
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Our country has layers and layers of 
historic and cultural values including 
the Hittites, Romans, Byzantines, 
Seljuks and Ottomans. Each of 
these deserves to be promoted. 
The 11,000-year-old Göbeklitepe 
is an archaeological discovery that 
will change the way the history of 
the world is written. Why should 
everyone know that the ground 
zero for world time is Greenwich in 
London and not know that ground 
zero for civilization was Göbeklitepe?

This is a unique part of the world, 
and it can only become a well-known 
global brand if you work to make that 
a reality. We hope that the effective 
efforts you engage in will create 
distinction in the area of cultural 
diplomacy. We would like to hear 
about your work that makes a lasting 

impact in the countries where you 
are. Cultural communication is a two-
way process.

There are lots of things that we can 
learn from other cultures as well. In 
this regard, I would like to talk about 
the African Handicrafts and Culture 
House. You know that in 2016 we 
established a center in Ankara that 
returned profits to African women. 
Commissioned with the coordination 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
agencies like MÜSAİD and TIKA, 
the center sells handmade products 
from African women. I want to draw 
the attention of our ambassadors 
and their wives in African countries 
to this issue. If you can make more 
effective contributions to this center, 
we could increase support for African 
development and contribute to the 
fundamental difficulties faced by 

African women. This is an issue on 
which we need your support.

Esteemed Guests,

By working together, we can realize 
the tremendous potential of our 
country. We are living in a unique 
period when the global balances of 
power are shifting. The efforts that we 
make during this time will be crucial. 
Instead of being a prop in a story 
written by someone else, we must be 
the hero of our own story. This is the 
Turkish way!

I want to leave you with these ideas 
to ponder and bid you all a very fond 
farewell. I want you to know that we 
are always behind you in every good 
work. I wish you success in your 
efforts. May the blessings of Allah be 
upon you.
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Zero Waste Summit
November 2018 - Ankara 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet all of you with the sincerest 
of affection. I want to thank each 
and every one of you for the interest 
you have shown in the Zero Waste 
Summit.

It is my hope that this significant 
meeting will produce good results on 
an issue of importance not only to 
our country but to the whole world.

Esteemed Guests,

A sustainable lifestyle depends on 
us protecting the soil, water, climate, 
forests and biological diversity. 
Therefore, it is critical that each of 
these be properly managed. Living 
in a healthy environment is the most 
fundamental human right. However, 
this right does not only belong to 
humans. Future generations and the 
ecosystems have this same right.  We 

cannot leave future generations a 
world with depleted resources and 
even more difficult living conditions. 
All of us have a fundamental 
responsibility to leave the world 
better than we found it as we are 
all just guests here. Unfortunately, 
people today view themselves as the 
master of nature when in fact we 
are just part of nature.  Nature will 
survive and flourish without us, but 
we cannot live without nature.

Distinguished Guests,

According to a recently published 
scientific study about global 
warming, our world is one degree 
hotter than it was before the 
industrial revolution. The climate 
has changed dramatically as a result 
of this warming. The level of the sea 
has risen and glaciers have started 
to melt. If greenhouse emissions 
continue in this fashion, global 

warming is expected to exceed 1.5 
degrees in the 2050s. 

Do you know what this means?

Fresh water resources in the 
Mediterranean will decline by 10%, 
and there will be a 37% increase in 
fires. Deaths from excessive heat 
in European cities will rise by 15% 
and 22%. Rising sea levels due to 
melting icecaps will put 400 million 
people living in coastal areas at severe 
risk. Just this report makes it clear 
that we must urgently reexamine 
our culture of production and 
consumption. Otherwise, it is not 
just the harm to nature and different 
species that will be irreversible but 
the economy and social prosperity. 
Therefore, every country needs to 
move towards renewable energy as 
quickly as possible. Lifestyles need to 
be reconceptualized. The Zero Waste 
project is an initiative to achieve 
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exactly that. By separating waste at 
the source and recycling it, our goal is 
to create a more livable environment 
and a stronger economy.

This project that we launched in 
October of 2017 has made significant 
progress thanks to the efforts of the 
Ministry of Environment and Urban 
Planning. The work that we began 
in the Presidential Palace, the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey and 
the Ministry buildings is gaining 
momentum and spreading across 
the entire country. I am delighted 
to report that no dump trucks have 
entered the Presidential Palace in 
a long time. We have educated our 
personnel and established a good 
system. All waste is separated at the 
source to maximize reclamation. 
Composted organic waste is being 
used in our landscaping.

I believe that this system will be 
implemented in all public buildings 

in the near future. This project has 
received tremendous support from all 
segments of society throughout the 
year. Our industrialists, businessmen 
and universities have also set 
up model systems in their own 
organizations. I congratulate each 
of them for their sensitivity to the 
environment.

Now the lion’s share of the work lies 
with the municipalities!
Our citizens need to separate waste in 
their homes, and our municipalities 
must collect and recycle this waste. 
Municipalities must abandon open 
dumping and focus on recycling 
instead of burning and burying. All 
of our cities must have integrated 
facilities that convert waste into 
energy and compost.

Esteemed Guests,

I would like to give you a beautiful 
example from abroad. A small town 

on the Japanese island of Kamikatsu 
recycles 80% of its waste. Only 20% 
of the waste is sent to a landfill. 

This is a place known as the world’s 
zero waste town. The goal is 100% 
recycling in 2020. The secret to the 
success of Kamikatsu is that every 
person who lives there has joined 
the campaign. They are so fervent 
that they sort their waste into 45 
different categories. They are so 
dedicated that they take the paper 
label off the plastic bottle before 
putting it in the plastic bin. What 
is interesting here is that when 
citizens sort their waste into 45 
separate categories, they realize just 
how many things are unnecessarily 
packaged. Therefore, they calculate 
the environmental cost of everything. 
As a result, the key point in this 
project consists of individual 
participation as well as selective 
production and consumption. This 
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is why we need to abandon the use-
and-throw-away culture and launch 
a transformation. It all begins with 
our individual attitudes. You can set 
up systems, but if you don’t change 
behavior, the system will not work. I 
just mentioned the system we set up 
in the Presidential Palace. If we had 
not included the human element, it 
would have failed. We created a Zero 
Waste team that checked the waste 
bins every day. We created platforms 
for our personnel to ask questions. In 
other words, we focused on behavior.

When we were talking about the 
climate problems earlier, all of us 
probably thought that somebody 
should be combating these problems 
on our behalf. In fact, everything 
begins with how each of us lives our 
life day to day!

Industries are shaped by our 
behaviors. Individual demands and 

refusals determine everything! For 
example, using cloth bags instead 
of plastic ones is a small step that 
we can take. But the results will be 
protected trees and water resources. 
Ideas do not change the world, but 
people acting on ideas do! We must 
ignore the fact that we are just one 
person and take environmentally-
friendly steps that we believe in. 
We must be conscious of the cost to 
nature when it comes to everything 
that we manufacture and consume.
The Zero Waste philosophy applies 
not only to waste but to all our 
resources. One of the most important 
is water. The household wastewater 
called gray water could easily be 
used in landscaping and industry. 
Some countries have a 70% success 
rate in this area. But we are still at 
the very beginning of this whole 
transformation.  

Esteemed Guests,

While working on the Zero Waste 
project, we were forced to consider 
the issue of food waste. In fact, one 
part of our summit is dedicated to 
this problem. This issue is of utmost 
importance because the waste of a 
loaf of bread goes far beyond a mere 
loaf of bread. Let’s make a simple 
calculation.

Imagine that 1.6 liters of water are 
required to make 1 kg of bread. 
If six million loaves of bread are 
thrown away every year, this means 
approximately 880 billion liters of 
water have been wasted. If we start 
thinking about the cost of bread when 
we buy it, break it, and leave it half-
finished on the table, we will come to 
view bread as an environmental issue. 
With simple measures, we could 
prevent this kind of waste. 
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Let’s not forget, if we were to reduce 
food waste by just one third, world 
hunger would be solved.

At this point, I really want to speak 
to our women. You are the ones that 
primarily shape the way our children 
think. Please teach children the value 
of a loaf of bread, of a glass of water 
and of even a single tree. Let’s tell 
them about the journey that food 
makes from the field to the table. 
Our teachers must give our children 
a multifaceted understanding of just 
how precious the soil our soldiers 
died defending really is.

Every generation must know the 
value of life and labor. And if we 
don’t take urgent measures, the 
environmental crises that await 
us will destroy every aspect of life, 
which will also mean the loss of the 
inspiration we get from nature. 

We owe Van Gogh’s paintings to the 
long walks he took in nature. Imagine 
the natural beauty which has inspired 
painters and poets being destroyed! 
There may be a time when future 
generations read the poem by Orhan 
Veli that says, “You will see the sea 
towards Gemlik/don’t let that surprise 
you!” and be astonished to learn that 
there was once a sea here! The poet’s 
line, “The air is free, the clouds are 
free” might in the future 
be considered a reference to utopia.

I hope that neither of these 
scenarios comes to pass. May we 
leave future generations a more 
beautiful country than we have today, 
one with cobalt blue skies, emerald 
green seas and forests that produce 
bountiful amounts of oxygen!

Esteemed Guests,

I hope that the interest you have 
shown in the Zero Waste Project 

will increase exponentially. My 
special thanks and appreciation 
for all of the executives who have 
implemented zero waste systems in 
their organizations.

All the best!



104

Projects Emine Erdoğan Has Sponsored

The lives of thousands of girls  
have been transformed by the “Come on 

Girls, Let’s Go to School” campaign.

TOGEM-DER continues to be  
one of the most active and productive 
civil society organizations in Turkey.

Children are once again the focus  
of the I Am Protecting My Future 

project, which aims to teach children the 
importance of soil and water.

The 7 is Too Late campaign  
launched in 2003 paved  

the way for children’s education to  
begin much earlier.

Segments of society that 
need special attention are more  

easily overcoming challenges  
thanks to Voluntary Envoys.

The Prolific Forests project that was 
launched to leave future generations a 
world with better living conditions has 
resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

saplings being planted.

As a result of the campaign that 
began in 2008, almost two million women 

received literacy certificates.

The African Handicrafts Market and 
Culture House not only brings  

cultures together, but it also carries the 
fight against the exploitation  

of women to a global level.

The Zero Waste project continues to 
make a positive contribution to Turkey’s 

environmental report card. 


