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Preface

On August 10, 2014, the public directly elected the president for the first 
time, marking one of the most important turning points in the political his-
tory of our republic. Due in large part to the coup d’états in our country, the 
Office of the President, instead of exercising the broad powers granted to it 
in the Constitution, was relegated almost to the position of caretaker for a 
tutelage regime. The election on August 10 was the first time since 2007 that 
the constitutional amendment stipulating the election of the President by 
popular vote was put into effect, thereby making the President truly the one 
who Presides over the People.

Those who viewed the Office of the President and the Çankaya Palace, which 
had become synonymous with the Presidency, as the defender of their elitist 
regimes instead of a position representing the people’s will were extremely 
upset by the change that occurred in 2014. When the complex in Beştepe, 
where construction began when I was Prime Minister, was passed on to the 
Office of the President, they were even more upset. Massive smear campaigns 
were initiated about the Beştepe Complex in order to damage the reputation 
of the Office of the President.

However, I have always tried to fulfill my promise to my people. I promised 
that when elected as President, I would “be different, work hard, be busy and 
fight the good fight.” On issues that concerned my country and my people, 
I took the initiative and led the way by explaining my views to the public, 
conveying my recommendations to the government and sending messages to 
the entire world. 

During this time, I maintained close ties with the people by visiting provin-
ces and participating in opening ceremonies and official visits. I took part in 
programs organized by public bodies and institutions, civil society organi-
zations and the private sector. I did not stop there. I had the opportunity to 
converse and consult with people from every walk of life on national and in-
ternational matters by hosting them at the Presidential Complex in Beştepe 
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on various occasions. I also defended the interests of my country and people 
in the international arena on my foreign trips.

On July 15, terrorists who were members of the treacherous Fetullah Gülen 
Terrorist Organization (FETÖ) attempted a coup. Their most important tar-
gets were the Presidential Complex and my persons because the Office of the 
President truly represents the people and the country. That is why our people 
constructed a wall of flesh around the Presidential Complex to protect it du-
ring the democracy watch that lasted for 29 days.  

This book includes some of the speeches I made as President from August 
2014 to August 2016.  It is one of three books in the series which we called 
“Turkey: A New Vision”. The first book is named “People’s House” and conta-
ins speeches I made during the events at the Beştepe Presidential Complex. 
The second book is named “Towards 2023” and includes speeches at domestic 
events and consists of two volumes. The third book contains speeches I made 
at home and abroad about foreign policy and is called “The World is Bigger 
than 5”.  

I believe that these books will provide valuable historical insights. They 
will be a lasting resource for politicians and scholars since they include our 
analysis on an extremely important period of time for Turkey. 

      Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

       President
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The presidential elections held on August 10, 2014 is one of the signifi-
cant turning points in our political history during the Republic era. In this 
election, the President, who represents the highest office of the state, was 
elected directly by the people for the first time. A new era began in Turkey 
after this election, which made the President truly ‘the People’s President.’ 
This era is defined by the strong link between the state and the people whe-
re the preferences and values of the people play a determining role in state 
administration.

As a President who was elected with 52% of the votes, I have been working 
from the first day I took office to fulfill the promises I made to our people. 
Inspired by the compass metaphor from Rumi, we firmly planted one foot 
in Turkey while visiting the world with the other one in order to pursue 
the policies of our country and people at the highest level. We never shied 
away from speaking the truth on matters that concern my people, my co-
untry, my brothers and those who are oppressed and who suffer around 
the world. Instead of the formerly passive and one dimensional understan-
ding of foreign policy, we engaged in active diplomacy by prioritizing the 
interests of our people and country, and raising our voice against injusti-
ce. Our understanding of foreign policy based on peace, justice and values 
was not rhetorical; it manifested itself in many regions including Syria, Pa-
lestine, Iraq, Somalia, the Balkans and Central Asia. As a result of our ef-
forts, Turkey is now providing the highest amount of humanitarian aid in 
the world as a ratio of its gross national product. At a time when the most 
developed countries in the world have closed their doors to the oppressed 
who are fleeing war, hunger and terrorism, our country has been hosting 
3 million asylum seekers from Syria and Iraq for the last 6 years without 
making any discrimination based on ethnic origin, language or religion.

INTRODUCTION
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These developments took place at a time when major changes took pla-
ce in the international system and political, economic and sociocultural 
fault lines became active in every corner of the world. While the effects 
of the 2008 global economic crisis still linger, poverty, income inequality 
and competition over energy resources are also growing with every pas-
sing day. The policies of intimidation and violence employed by the regi-
mes in Syria, Egypt, Iraq and many other countries towards their people 
cause serious destruction and social unrest. In addition, oppression and 
otherization policies provide fertile ground for terrorist organizations to 
exploit. As a result, we see terrorist organizations such as Daesh and Al 
Qaeda extending their global reach to cover broader geographies, thereby 
threatening mankind as a whole. Turkey has to face the consequences of 
regional instabilities as well as the threats emanating from various terro-
rist organizations.

In addition to the separatist terrorist organization which we have been 
fighting against for more than 30 years, we now find ourselves confronted 
with Daesh and YPG terrorist organizations as a result of the civil war 
and subsequent collapse of state administration in Syria. Currently, the 
most important threat of terrorism against our country originates from 
Syria, from the developments in that country. Since 2011, hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people have been massacred by a regime in Syria 
that perpetrates state terrorism against its own citizens by using ballistic 
missiles, chemical weapons and barrel bombs. More than 13 million pe-
ople had to leave their homes to flee this oppression and violence. Similar 
waves of migration are also the case from Iraq because of instability and 
conflict that have been raging on for many years. On the other hand, the 
Palestinian issue which remains a bleeding wound in the heart of the Is-
lamic world for half a century is the root cause of the tensions and crises 
in the region. This fire in the Islamic geography is spreading by engulfing 
other countries such as Yemen, Libya, Egypt and Somalia.
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This Scale Cannot Bear This Weight

While these images showing the blood of innocent people being spilled tor-
ment us every day, the international system and the international orga-
nizations do nothing other than simply watch them. The United Nations, 
which should be the first place to devise solutions to crises, is unfortuna-
tely unable to effectively deal with such instability, terror and waves of 
migration. The United Nations defines itself as “an international organi-
zation aiming to provide justice and security, economic development and 
social equality between all nations and countries” in its Charter, but falls 
short of fulfilling this objective.

The inability of the United Nations to take action in face of conflict, mig-
ration and oppression in the Islamic geography in general and in Syria 
and Iraq in particular raise questions about the United Nations and, more 
specifically, the Security Council. In fact, this indifference is not the case 
only today; the position of the United Nations regarding various problems 
such as the Palestinian issue with a history of 50 years has always been 
criticized. The indifference of the United Nations to the massacres during 
the Bosnian War in the 1990s and its inability to prevent massacres in 
Rwanda go down in history as shameful illustrations of its incapacity. To-
day, we can further enumerate these examples. 

The events in Palestine, Syria, Iraq and Ukraine show that the existing 
international structure is not capable of achieving justice and finding 
solutions. This assessment is shared by many countries in the world. We, 
as Turkey, believe that the current system must change to respond to cur-
rent needs. For this purpose, we are doing everything in our power for the 
establishment of a more effective structure that will contribute to global 
peace, order and stability. To ensure a fairer representation, we demand 
fundamental changes with respect to the structure of the United Nations 
Security Council which has the power to impose sanctions. 
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“The League of Nations” which was established after World War I could 
not fulfill its duties and remained simply a bystander to the process that 
led to World War II; in the same way, maintaining the current makeup of 
the United Nations Security Council may lead to new sufferings and ma-
jor destruction.

It is impossible for the Security Council to fulfill its founding objectives wit-
hout a restructuring that takes into consideration current circumstances. 
This is because the Council with its existing structure does not serve glo-
bal peace and justice, but rather the policies of the 5 permanent members. 
There is no possibility for a decision to be approved unless all 5 perma-
nent members agree to it. The permanent members of the Security Coun-
cil represent the Asian, European and American continents only. From a 
religious point of view, it is predominantly Christian. The other important 
religious groups such as Muslims and Buddhists are unfortunately not 
represented at the Council. The Organization of Islamic Cooperation with 
56 members making up one third of the world’s population has, unfortu-
nately, no weight in this important mechanism. In terms of origin, some of 
the leading races in the world such as Arabs, Turks, Indians, Indonesians 
and Africans are not represented at the Council at all. The non-permanent 
members who are elected for a period of two years have no say in the deci-
sions of the Council.

It is clear that the Security Council can make greater contributions to world 
peace and security if all states, not just a few, are represented and have a 
say in the decisions. UN reform and the re-composition of the structure of 
the UN Security Council will, no doubt, be possible based on an agreement 
of all countries in the world. As Turkey, we have been voicing our propo-
sals in this regard for some time and asking other countries to discuss this 
issue. Our proposal regarding changes to the structure of the UN Security 
Council is expressed as “The World is Bigger than 5.” This proposal aims at 
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ensuring that the structure of the Council represents the continents, faiths, 
origins and cultures as fairly as possible. We foresee the number of perma-
nent members of the Council as 20 instead of 5 with due consideration gi-
ven to the distribution between continents, faiths, origins and other factors. 
A rotation of the 20 countries in the Council may be considered. This will 
ensure the participation of all countries in the world in this important de-
cision-making mechanism. Ensuring decision-taking by qualified majority 
without granting any veto powers shall prevent any single country from 
blocking the whole system.

We are also aware that this criticism and the proposal by Turkey bother 
some countries that are in favor of the status quo. These circles do not wish 
to change the balance that was established after World War I and trans-
formed into its current form after World War II. Despite the major chan-
ges in the lives of people and societies and the shifting balance of power 
in the 70 years since then, these circles still want to preserve this old and 
outdated structure for their own interests. However, this system is the un-
derlying cause for many of the current disputes, clashes and tensions in 
the world today. Resisting the undeniable need for change casts a dark 
shadow not only over the present day, but also our future.

We must remember that the legitimacy of an international system that is 
incapable of preventing political conflicts and social and economic crises 
will eventually be questioned. In fact, the lack of trust in people’s consci-
ence with respect to the United Nations and other international organi-
zations undermines the expectations for justice and discourages millions 
of people. This lack of trust has become one of the fundamental sources of 
international terrorism that we face today. The double standard for the 
oppressed and the indifference to the massacre of children provide oxygen 
to terrorism around the world. Without justice, it is only natural to see 
insidious terrorist organizations flourish. 
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As Turkey, we take every opportunity to express this sad truth as plainly 
as we can. We try to fulfill our duties for mankind not only by pointing 
out to the discrepancies in the system and asking for change, but also by 
providing humanitarian assistance. We provided more than 5 billion dol-
lars in international humanitarian aid and development aid in 2015. 
Turkey is among the greatest contributors to many organizations such as 
the United Nations, World Food Program and the Development Fund. Our 
organizations such as the Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA), Disaster and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD) and the 
Turkish Red Crescent (Kızılay) are able to conduct humanitarian aid mis-
sions around the globe. We conduct such efforts in an inclusive manner 
without making any discrimination based on the religion, identity or ori-
gin of those in need. We expect international organizations to act with the 
same understanding. We will maintain our firm and principled stance in 
order to find sustainable solutions to the problems facing mankind. In this 
framework, we shall continue to strongly express our call for reforming the 
United Nations and the Security Council, particularly for the purpose of 
creating a more inclusive and effective structure.

A majority of the countries under the United Nations roof now share our 
view with respect to “The World is Bigger than 5”. We believe that being 
the voice and conscience of mankind will not cause harm to Turkey; on the 
contrary, it will add to our power and reputation. We are determined to 
proceed on this path in the future.
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Distinguished Secretary General, 

Russia’s acts of aggression against Ukraine 
will continue to have an impact on the Eu-
ro-Atlantic region in the near future. Nev-
ertheless, I believe that it is in our best in-
terests to keep the lines of communication 
open with Russia to the extent necessary. 
On the other hand, it is obvious that NATO 
cannot normalize relations with Russia 
until Russia ends its aggression against 

Ukraine and a solution is found to the an-
nexation of Crimea. 

Meanwhile, the Middle East continues to 
face a maelstrom of instability. The string 
of crises that have profoundly affected in-
nocent civilians from all walks of life con-
tinues to grow worse. This situation affects 
not only the Middle East, but the Euro-At-
lantic region as well. 

NATO Must Take Serious Action 
In Syria and Iraq

North Atlantic Council Session | Wales, UK | September 4, 2014 
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I would like to briefly share with you some 
of our observations regarding develop-
ments on the southeastern border of the 
Alliance. First of all, no one is immune to 
the effects of this crisis. Developments in 
this area are a serious threat to the entire 
Euro-Atlantic region.

Unless we take determined action in face of 
increasing violence, conflict will spill over 
to our region and pose a risk to all NATO 
countries. We must recognize the fact that 
Iraq and Syria are now a single theater of 
operations in the war on terror. Therefore, 
we must adopt a comprehensive approach 
covering both countries. 

While action is being taken against the 
presence of Daesh in Iraq, we cannot re-
main indifferent to Syria and the policies 
of the regime there that contributed to 
the progress of Daesh. It is also clear that 
military means, on their own, will not be 
sufficient to resolve the crisis in Iraq since 
the crisis is fundamentally based on politi-
cal reasons. Therefore, it is essential that a 
government including all segments of soci-
ety be formed in Iraq. In the meantime, we 
must also intensify our efforts at finding a 
political solution in Syria. 

A lasting solution in Syria is possible only 
if the Geneva Declaration is fully imple-
mented and genuine political transfor-
mation takes place. We must increase our 
support for the segments of the population 
that are waging a sacrificial battle against 
the regime and Daesh to fulfill the legiti-
mate demands of the Syrian people.  

When providing support to the region, it 
is important not to give the impression 
that “Action is Being Taken for the Sake 
of Christians”

Secretary General, 

I would like to emphasize this point in 
particular. When providing humanitar-
ian and military assistance to the region, 
any action or language that could give the 
impression that action is being taken only 
when Christians or certain religious mi-
norities are threatened should be avoid-
ed. Otherwise, there is no doubt that these 
misunderstandings will be used by Daesh 
and similar groups. I hope that we will take 
necessary measures in a spirit of solidarity 
and in full recognition of the seriousness 
of the threat we are facing. 

I would like to emphasize that, as a sign of 
the solidarity of the Alliance, we expect the 
continued deployment of Patriot batteries 
in our country in order to face the ongoing 
threat of ballistic missiles from Syria.

The Readiness Action Plan that is being 
submitted for our approval today is impor-
tant not only with respect to Russia, but 
also in terms of preparing ourselves for the 
risks and challenges that the Alliance fac-
es. The elements of this plan must be ap-
plicable to every region. In this context, we 
place special emphasis on the importance 
of identifying necessary measures for the 
southern flank of the Alliance. We will 
closely follow the efforts that will be made 
in this regard.
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Collective defense has been the backbone 
of the Alliance since it was established and 
will continue to be so. In this regard, de-
termined action must be taken to perform 
“crisis management” and “cooperative se-
curity” missions. The speed and complex 
nature of the challenges we currently face 
leave no time for hesitation. The main idea 
behind the Strategic Concept is “active en-
gagement, modern defense” and it must be 
translated from theory into action. 

Ballistic Missile Defense should cover all 
NATO territory

In this context, I think it is beneficial to 
touch briefly on Ballistic Missile Defense. 
Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) capability 
is a primary element of collective defense 
and deterrence by the Alliance and should 
be implemented on the basis of the deci-
sions of the Lisbon and Chicago Summits. 
We expect the extension of this capability 
in keeping with the goal of providing com-
plete coverage and protection for all NATO 
European peoples, territories and forces. 
Therefore, NATO’s Ballistic Missile De-
fense capability must be supported by all 
Allies who must make national contribu-
tions in accordance with their capabilities. 

Since NATO Ballistic Missile Defense is de-
veloped in phases, relevant policies should 
also be implemented in the same way. 
Today, we use various forms of power in 
tandem. It is obvious that complex prob-
lems cannot be resolved solely by military 
might or a singular approach. Therefore, 

NATO must be ready to act on the basis of 
a comprehensive approach. 

In any case, the Alliance must be able, 
when necessary, to fulfill its commitment 
to collective defense independent of the 
means available to other international or-
ganizations. On the other hand, we must 
definitely take advantage of the contribu-
tions of our partners to overcome future 
challenges. This is clearly a process that 
must be handled without compromising 
collective defense requirements. 

Our fundamental objective must be to en-
sure that our partnership relations serve 
world peace and stability as well as the ba-
sic values upon which the Alliance is built. 
I believe that the Alliance’s adverse expe-
rience with Russia confirms that normal 
relations cannot be maintained with coun-
tries that trample on these basic values and 
violate international law.

It is with this understanding that we must 
aim to augment our contributions to secu-
rity and stability through the new partner-
ship initiatives we will launch in Wales. In 
this context, the Defense Capacity Building 
Initiative in particular is an important ef-
fort that must be advanced. Likewise, the 
Interoperability Initiative will be benefi-
cial in terms of developing our ability to 
deal with future challenges together with 
partners who contribute to our operations.   

We must remain committed to the Open-
Door Policy
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In this session where we address our ap-
proach to the challenges we face, I would 
also like to touch on the Open-Door Policy, 
which is as important to me as the part-
nership relations. The challenges we must 
contend with clearly make it imperative 
that stability in the Euro-Atlantic region be 
strengthened. In this context, I hope Wales 
will be the last summit where concrete 
steps could not be taken to enlarge NATO. 
We must maintain our commitment to the 
Open-Door Policy. The developments in the 
aftermath of the Ukrainian crisis make it 
imperative that we support and implement 
this policy actively and concretely with a 
strategic vision. 

I would like to take this opportunity to re-
iterate our strong support for the NATO 
membership of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Geor-
gia, Macedonia and Montenegro as they 
have worked hard towards this end. 

At the conclusion of the more than 10-year-
old ISAF Operation in Afghanistan, we can-
not afford to be complacent as the Alliance 
takes steps to transition to a “state of pre-
paredness without deployment”.

Our solidarity and collective actions based 
on a common understanding continue to 
be critical in terms of the continued pros-
perity and stability of our societies and 
in order to extend our efforts beyond our 
own borders. 

Thank you.
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Mr. President, Mr. Secretary General, Es-
teemed Heads of State and Government, 
Esteemed Delegates, 

I salute you. It is my wish that the 69th 
United Nations General Assembly will 
serve the best interests of all countries, 
peoples and humanity.

I would like to congratulate Mr. Sam Ku-
tesa on his assumption of the Presidency 

and thank Mr. John William Ashe for his 
services.

Esteemed Delegates, 

We are holding the 69th UN General As-
sembly on the 100th anniversary of World 
War I which began in 1914. Even though 
a hundred years have passed, we observe 
with great sorrow that the region where 
World War I was fought still enjoys no 
peace, stability or prosperity.

The World Is Bigger Than 5

General Debate at the 69th United Nations General Assembly, 
New York, USA | September 24, 2014 
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There are serious crises from Iraq to Syria, 
Palestine to Yemen and in Egypt, Libya, Af-
ghanistan and Ukraine. Images that rend 
human conscience keep pouring in from 
across this large region. In the 21st centu-
ry, people are still dying from starvation 
and epidemics. Woman and children are 
savagely slaughtered in war. The rich coun-
tries of the world live in prosperity while 
poor countries struggle with starvation, 
malnutrition, epidemic diseases and lack 
of education.

Climate change is a serious test for all hu-
manity as a threat to the future of our plan-
et and our children.

These circumstances do not reflect well on 
human dignity and remind us that these 
problems directly impact all humanity as 
well as the United Nations. I would like to 
emphasize once again here at the 69th UN 
General Assembly that no one is innocent 
in a world where children are dying and be-
ing killed. No one’s life is safe. No one can 
live in sustainable peace and prosperity.

Just in the last year, 6.3 million children 
under the age of five died around the 
world. The war in Syria has claimed the 
lives of 17,000 children. 375,000 children 
have been injured. 19,000 children lost at 
least one organ. This year, 490 children 
were killed in the Gaza Strip in Palestine 
because they were directly targeted by the 
most modern and deadly weapons. Three 
thousand children were injured. Cameras 
captured and the world witnessed the mer-
ciless murder of children playing on the 

beach, running in parks, taking refuge in 
schools and mosques and huddling in the 
laps of their mothers which is the safest 
place they know on earth. 

We see many slanderous claims to silence 
those who are trying to draw the world’s at-
tention to the murder of women, children 
and even the disabled in Palestine. Those 
who object to the murders committed in 
Iraq and Syria and the violent suppression 
of democracy in Egypt are subjected to base-
less and unfair accusations; they are imme-
diately accused of supporting terrorism.

Those who harshly criticize some coun-
tries for “not having freedom of the press” 
ignore the murder of 16 reporters in Pal-
estine and pay no heed to the pressure on 
the members of the press. However, this 
has not gone unnoticed by people of con-
science around the world.

Let me be clear. Those who sit idly and si-
lently watch while children are killed, in-
nocent women are brutally murdered and 
coups with tanks and guns overthrow dem-
ocratically elected governments are open-
ly participating in these crimes against 
humanity. More importantly, this double 
standard on the part of the modern world 
creates a sense of deep insecurity among 
the masses.

Those who give up on the UN resort to 
terrorism 

The lack of confidence in international 
agencies and organizations and the United 
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Nations, the very house we are in today, is 
crushing the sense of justice and driving 
millions of people to despair. One of the 
fundamental sources of international ter-
rorism today is this lack of confidence in 
international organizations. The double 
standard employed against the innocent 
and the disregard for the murder of inno-
cent children provide a lifeline for terrorism 
around the world. When the masses give up 
on the United Nations and international or-
ganizations, they are driven by desperation 
and hopelessness into the trap of terrorism.

The problems in Iraq wrought devastation 
upon the Iraqi people. Recently, the prob-
lem has expanded beyond the borders of 
Iraq and, unfortunately, made Iraq a base 
for terrorist groups. The crisis in Iraq has 
a direct impact on all countries in the re-
gion, including my country. We contin-
ue to hope that the new government will 
make a new beginning in Iraq. Turkey will 
continue to stand by the people of Iraq for 
peace, order and stability. 

The Syrian problem has also begun to spill 
over its borders. The Palestinian problem 
that has been ongoing for half a century 
is the root cause of many of the problems 
in the region. A two-state solution in Pales-
tine, the lifting of the embargo on Gaza and 
the establishment of an independent and 
sustainable Palestinian State next to Israel 
are political, humanitarian and moral im-
peratives. A two-state solution for Palestine 
and Israel is debated at this forum, but talk 
is not enough. We need action. It is time to 
act; the time for talking is over. The United 

Nations needs to bring its weight to bear 
on the problems without delay and before 
more innocent people lose their lives.

I would like to emphasize that the world 
is bigger than five. The five countries that 
are permanent members of the United Na-
tions Security Council have rendered the 
United Nations ineffective in a way that is 
inconsistent with global realities. This is 
not something people of conscience in the 
world can accept because, effectively, the 
fate of all resolutions may be decided by a 
single country. If one country says, “No,” it 
is “No.” If it says “Yes,” then action is taken.

More than 2,000 innocent people were 
killed in Palestine in just a few months 
while the United Nations failed to devise 
a solution. More than 200,000 people have 
been killed in Syria in 4 years and almost 9 
million have been displaced, but the Unit-
ed Nations still cannot propose effective 
solutions. 2,000 people were killed with 
chemical weapons while 200,000 were 
killed with conventional weapons. I find 
it very strange that those who consider 
the killing of 2,000 people with chemical 
weapons a crime do not consider the kill-
ing of 200,000 people with conventional 
weapons in the same way. What kind of 
thinking is this? What kind of mentality is 
this? We must first see eye to eye on this 
point. The use of any weapon – be it chem-
ical or conventional – that kills people and 
living things is a crime.

Egypt’s democratically elected President 
is overthrown in a coup and thousands of 
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innocent people are killed because they 
demand accountability for the votes they 
cast. In the meantime, the United Nations 
and democratic countries not only sit back 
and watch, but actually legitimize the per-
son who led the coup. If we are going to 
talk about democracy, we should respect 
the ballot box. If we are not going to defend 
democracy but those who take power with 
a coup, then I wonder why we have the 
United Nations.

It Is offensive to use Islam and terrorism 
together

The United Nations is unable to formulate 
an effective approach to counter the waves 
of chaos, terrorism and migration occur-
ring in Iraq right now. This silence, help-
lessness and unresponsiveness cannot be 
sustained much longer. Faster and more ef-
fective decision-making mechanisms need 
to be established to resolve regional and 
global problems and the United Nations 
must be more courageous when it comes 
to standing up for what is right.

Esteemed Delegates,

I would like to place special emphasis on 
the fact that we categorically reject terror-
ism in the name of religion. We believe that 
any such definition is an insult to all reli-
gions. We are vehemently opposed to using 
the concept of “Islam”, which means peace, 
in connection with terrorism. It is offensive 
to associate Islam and terrorism. Those who 
label inhumane acts as “Islamic” are being 
extremely disrespectful to all religions and 
humanity, and particularly to Islam.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is making every effort to ensure 
peace and prosperity in our region. We do 
not interfere in the domestic affairs of any 
country. We respect the territorial integrity 
of every country in our region and defend 
this principle vigorously.

We are sincerely working for peace, mutu-
al respect and a two-state solution in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Our special in-
terest in the Palestinian issue is based on 
the principle that right to life is sacred for 
all. We approach issues in our region based 
solely on humanitarian motives based on 
conscience and not on race, religion, sect 
or special interest.

We are providing a safe haven for 1.5 
million Syrians

We are providing shelter to 1.5 million peo-
ple who were forced to leave Syria, mostly 
by using our own resources. We are cur-
rently providing a safe haven for 1.5 mil-
lion people in my country. We are taking 
care of all their needs including food, med-
icine, education and health services. Are 
we receiving any significant support from 
the world? Unfortunately, not. To date, we 
spent more than 3.5 billion dollars on the 
Syrian refugees. Today, there are approxi-
mately 4 million Syrian refugees and 1.5 
million of them are in our country while 
the rest are in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt 
and other countries. In this context, I must 
raise an important issue: the rich and pow-
erful European countries have only accept-
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ed 130,000 Syrians. My county is hosting 
1.5 million refugees while Europe has only 
130,000. There are an additional 2.5 mil-
lion refugees in other countries. The Syr-
ian crisis is rapidly becoming a regional 
and global crisis. It is no longer possible 
to ignore this problem from a political or a 
humanitarian perspective.

We brought 102 people wounded in the at-
tacks in Gaza to our country for treatment. 
We opened our arms to 30,000 Yazidis flee-
ing Iraq.  Before we left for New York, we 
also opened our borders to Kurds forced 
to flee Syria and provided them with hu-
manitarian aid. My colleagues tell me that 
150,000 Syrians have entered our country 
in just last 5 days.

We embraced the Jews driven into exile 
from Europe 500 years ago and protect-
ed the rights of Christian communities in 
Europe throughout history. Similarly, we 
now welcome and provide assistance to 
everyone regardless of their religion, sect 
or race.

I am proud to say that Turkey has become 
the most generous country in the world, 
devoting twenty-one-thousandths of its na-
tional income to humanitarian assistance. 
Furthermore, the legacy from our history 
enables us to maintain an impartial stance 
in terms of defending and promoting what 
is right in sectarian conflict and other cri-
ses.

Our country fights terrorism, does not 
support it

I would like to underline that Turkey is not 
a country that supports or turns a blind eye 
to terrorism. On the contrary, our country 
wages a very effective war on terror. We 
have been suffering from terrorism for the 
last 30 years. We still do.

Turkey is a country that opposes anti-Semi-
tism, Islamophobia and all types of racism. 
I am probably one of the few politicians in 
the whole world who has proclaimed that 
anti-Semitism is a crime against humani-
ty. But, in the same way, I emphasize that 
Islamophobia is a crime against humanity 
that must be acknowledged by the whole 
world.

Turkey strongly desires and works for a 
solution to the Cyprus problem, argues for 
an end to the occupation of Azeri territo-
ry and most vigorously defends territorial 
integrity in crisis-hit areas, particularly in 
Ukraine.

We will continue to support regional and 
global peace in every way. For our friends, 
we will continue to be an excellent friend. 
We will stand up to terrorism, tyrants, 
murderers and especially those who kill 
children. We will continue to defend de-
mocracy and prosperity with even greater 
determination and courage.

We travel the same path with all countries 
sharing these ideals and will cooperate 
with them. This is, in fact, the kind of part-
nership that humanity seeks right now.

I would also like to express that we look 
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forward to your support regarding Tur-
key’s candidacy for non-permanent mem-
bership on the United Nations Security 
Council in 2015-2016. I also would like to 
express our thanks to the countries who 
have already indicated their support.

It is my hope that the 69th General Assem-
bly will be the beginning of a process that 
removes the bloodshed, tears, poverty and 
injustice from the globe. I wish the Gener-
al Assembly and Mr. Kutesa every success 
and convey Turkey’s greetings and the 
most heartfelt messages of peace to all of 
the countries and peoples represented at 
the United Nations. Thank you.
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Esteemed Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Honorable Ministers, Distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that this 
two-day special meeting organized by the 
World Economic Forum in Istanbul is a 
success. 

First of all, I would like to thank Profes-
sor Schwab, his esteemed spouse and all 

directors and employees for holding this 
special meeting in Istanbul. I would like 
to welcome all our guests to this meeting 
and express my appreciation for the con-
tributions they have and will make to this 
important gathering.

Esteemed Guests and Dear Friends, 

We are going through a period of time 
marked by important shifts in the interna-

Turkey Is The Rising Star Of The 
Region And The World

World Economic Forum | Istanbul | September 28, 2014 
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tional system; a time when political, eco-
nomic and sociocultural fault lines are be-
coming painfully apparent in every corner 
of the globe. Economic crises, poverty and 
income inequality combined with the pres-
sure on energy resources are creating chal-
lenging circumstances for countries and 
societies. In some countries, the policies of 
intimidation and violence perpetrated by 
regimes against their people continue to 
leave a huge wake of destruction. Terror-
ism has become more global and affects a 
larger part of the globe, so much so that it 
threatens global peace. Currently, Turkey 
is facing domestic terrorism as well as re-
gional terrorism and is surrounded by in-
ternational terrorism.

Problems like climate change, epidemics 
such as Ebola, environmental pollution, mi-
gration, xenophobia and racism continue to 
lead the list of global issues. I must empha-
size that these problems have grown to the 
point where they threaten not just certain 
countries or regions but the entire planet. It 
no longer seems possible for countries to re-
solve these problems on their own. It is now 
imperative that global, political and eco-
nomic organizations cooperate to resolve 
the problems of our century.

I shared my thoughts on these issues at the 
opening of the 69th United Nations General 
Assembly in New York this week. During my 
bilateral meetings at the Climate Summit and 
in the General Assembly, I emphasized the 
need for urgent action and how all of these 
problems have reached a point where they 
pose a serious threat to humanity as a whole.

International political and economic or-
ganizations, most notably the United 
Nations, are unfortunately ineffective in 
terms of taking measures to address the 
problems, which are threatening humani-
ty. Here, I wish to reiterate once again what 
I said at the General Assembly and many 
times when I was Prime Minister: “The 
world is bigger than 5.” We cannot leave 
the fate of the world in the hands of five na-
tions. The world is no longer a place shaped 
by the circumstances of World War II. In 
my bilateral meetings with heads of state 
or government, they all say, “You are ab-
solutely right. You are speaking the truth. 
The world is bigger than 5,” but no one says 
this from the podium when they speak. If 
we believe that the United Nations needs 
to be reformed, then let us get together and 
make a plan for it. Unfortunately, no steps 
are being taken in this regard. They all have 
concerns; many leaders and countries are 
worried about what country X will say if 
they talk about this issue or they wonder 
what country Y will say. They wonder what 
some country or other will say if they bring 
this up. Nobody seems to think about what 
President Obama said in his speech: “A 
world where right is might.” This is what 
we all want. If we want a world where right 
is might, then these 5 countries should not 
rule over the destiny of the world. 

What should be done? There must be a ro-
tation system. In other words, the United 
Nations Security Council must have rep-
resentatives from each continent. There 
should not be a distinction between per-
manent members and non-permanent 
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members. If the Security Council is to con-
sist of 15 members, then these members 
could be replaced every two years or even 
every year. Such rotation should be con-
stant so that all 193 member states of the 
United Nations take their turn on the Secu-
rity Council. My fate should not constantly 
be decided by what those 5 members say.

Is the entire world held prisoner by what 
one member says at the UN?

There is currently oppression in Syria and 
Iraq, but when a decision needs to be made 
about this issue, all look to the United Na-
tions Security Council to see what they 
will say. So, what will these 5 countries 
say or, more importantly, what will a par-
ticular member among those five say? If 
one country says, ‘No,’ then all comes to a 
standstill at that point. No one can change 
that. So, does this mean that the fate of the 
whole world depends on what one mem-
ber might say? This needs to be changed. 
We must talk about this issue. It is inexpli-
cable why decisions at the United Nations 
with almost 200 member states should be 
left up to 5 countries.

In the same way, we see that the stance many 
international political and economic organ-
izations take on global problems is based on 
special interests and not on humanitarian 
and conscientious reasons; we can all see 
how this contributes to the threats.

This indifference about global problems is 
the most important factor contributing to 
their growth. The indifference, prejudice 

and injustice as well as double standards 
in dealing with popular democratic move-
ments and demands for justice in the Mid-
dle East have, unfortunately, fanned the 
flames of terrorism.

Let me ask this general question: are we 
going to support democratic regimes 
around the world or autocratic ones? 
There are some countries with autocratic 
regimes where the people are happy with 
the regime. If the people are satisfied, then 
there is nothing to say. But there are some 
regimes where the people are afraid and 
cannot speak up. In democratic regimes, 
we say, “The will of the people must be 
respected.” We say, “Whatever the people 
desire, whatever they want, it must be re-
spected.” However, a leader elected by 52% 
of the votes in a country – in other words, 
by the will of the people - is overthrown 
in a coup carried out by his own minister. 
Furthermore, the person who orchestrated 
the coup is legitimized by various coun-
tries around the world, even in the country 
known as the cradle of democracy. It is very 
interesting that the person who overthrew 
a leader elected by 52% of the population 
can deliver a speech at the United Nations. 
Is the United Nations a place for coup-plot-
ters or a place for those who are democrati-
cally elected? Is it a place where those from 
autocratic regimes that enjoy the support 
of the people speak? Should anyone and 
everyone speak there? If I, Tayyip Erdoğan, 
believe in democracy, then I will not have 
my photograph taken with or stand beside 
those who come to power using anti-demo-
cratic means. That is what I did during the 
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General Assembly. I cannot stand next to 
them because I cannot justify my actions 
to my people; the struggle for democracy is 
no ordinary cause.

The people who are poor and helpless, and 
believe that they have been treated unjust-
ly are vulnerable to exploitation by terror-
ism and terrorist organizations. For a long 
time, Turkey has been drawing attention 
to how unsustainable this course is. We 
have been saying that local problems, par-
ticularly terrorism and Islamophobia, are 
spreading around the globe, and calling for 
solutions to these growing problems.

The number of people killed by the Damas-
cus regime in Syria has reached 250,000. 
The number of displaced persons is around 
7 million. There are almost 1.5 million Syr-
ian refugees just in Turkey. This number 
has swelled even further with the flood of 
refugees in recent weeks. All of these facts 
are known, but no one has said, “Turkey, 
1.5 million people have entered your coun-
try. Is there anything we can do to support 
and assist you?”  To date, we received 150 
million dollars, including from the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
And how much did we spend? Our spend-
ing has reached 4.5 billion dollars. But, no 
one asks how they can help. They just say, 
“Turkey is doing its own spending.” There 
are camps at various locations throughout 
Turkey. We are experiencing some social 
problems because we accepted so many 
refugees. We are shouldering these bur-
dens, but no one says, “Is there anything 
we can do to help?” 

For 32 years, we have been fighting terror-
ism. Now, this thing called Daesh terror-
ism has emerged. This is not new. It is an 
offshoot of Al-Qaeda. There are also other 
terrorist organizations in the region.

You stand up to Daesh, so why don’t you 
do the same to the PKK?

So, I ask the world, ‘You stand up to a ter-
rorist organization like Daesh when it 
emerges, but why don’t you do the same to 
a terrorist organization like the PKK? Why 
are you silent about that? Why don’t you 
say, “Let us join forces against them.”? Poli-
tics makes sense if it is founded on justice. 
If divorced from justice, it is impossible to 
achieve anything by political means.

The tolerance and indifference shown to 
the completely illegitimate regime in Syr-
ia constitute the basis for the traumatic 
situation we face today. The indifference 
of the United Nations, other international 
organizations and states has unfortunate-
ly provided a lifeline to one of the most 
heart-rending tragedies in history. As I just 
noted, a democratically-elected president 
in Egypt was overthrown in a coup followed 
by mass killings. Is there another instance 
in our recent political history where 5,000 
people were killed in a single day? Well, it 
did take place in this instance and the per-
son who committed this atrocity was hon-
orably given the podium. What kind of an 
attitude is this? What sort of mentality is 
this? The fact that the modern world was 
completely indifferent in this case irrepa-
rably hurts the conscience of the people in 
Egypt and other countries in the region.
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The Palestinian drama has been going on 
for almost a century and resulted in hope-
lessness and lack of security for people in 
the region. The process that began after the 
overthrow of the former regime in Iraq did 
not bring peace and democracy to Iraq; to 
the contrary, it left behind an even bigger 
tragedy. Our friendly warnings to the Bagh-
dad regime were ignored by both the Bagh-
dad regime and countries with influence 
over Iraq. Today, the problem is even more 
profound and intractable. 

Dear Friends,

The situation in crisis regions, especially 
the Middle East, is unsustainable. These 
problems are no longer local; they have 
taken on a global dimension. There must 
be immediate cooperation to extinguish 
this fire before it spreads to other countries 
and creates more conflict and terrorism.

The operation being conducted by a coa-
lition against the terrorist organization in 
Iraq and Syria right now is obviously im-
portant, but I would like to remind you that 
it is not enough; mechanisms which will 
produce lasting solutions to the problems 
must also be put in place. Dropping bombs 
will be a temporary solution. It only covers 
up the problem. At first, urgent steps need 
to be taken to provide humanitarian aid 
to Syria. The formation of a constitutional 
and parliamentary system respecting the 
territorial integrity of Syria where all seg-
ments of society are represented equally 
should not be delayed any longer. Reforms 
that respect and ensure the presence, se-

curity and equal representation of all seg-
ments of society must be implemented 
without delay.

The ongoing operations and the current co-
alition cannot focus only on Iraq. Both Iraq 
and Syria must be targeted. Turkey cannot 
be excluded from an operation and the co-
alition targeting Iraq and Syria. Why not? 
Because we share a border that stretches 
1,250 kilometers and we are the target. 1.5 
million people have taken refuge in our 
country. We must make this effort so that 
we can first of all ensure security in the re-
gion. That is why I say in all my meetings: 
“First, we have to take steps to create a no-
fly zone. Second, there must be a safe zone. 
Third, actions must be taken to Train and 
Equip.” These should be our priorities and 
they are not mutually exclusive. All three 
are essential because, in our opinion, this 
is not simply an issue about a terrorist or-
ganization; it also has to do with the Syrian 
regime. 

I hope that the new government formed 
in Iraq will succeed and there will be no 
new crises. What did the previous Prime 
Minister do in Iraq? When the terrorist or-
ganization entered Iraq, he withdrew his 
forces and left all weapons to them. Those 
weapons are now in the hands of those ter-
rorists. We have to see these facts for what 
they are.

Could the international community have 
taken more initiative in Palestine, Egypt or 
Libya? Why did it not do so? Why did it not 
help find lasting solutions to these prob-
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lems that are having a profound impact on 
the region? Why did it not happen?

Turkey continues to believe that political 
dialogue is the most viable method for re-
solving problems in our region. We believe 
that establishing democratic and inclusive 
regimes that meet the expectations of their 
people is a prerequisite for ending conflicts 
in neighboring countries. After all, it is im-
possible to implement economic initiatives 
or provide long-term development for all 
segments of society without political sta-
bility.

Turkey has taken a leading role with re-
gard to initiatives that aim to mobilize the 
dynamics of regional cooperation. We have 
taken and will continue to take concrete 
steps to bring regional actors together so 
that they take ownership of joint projects 
in the Balkans, the Caucasus, the Mediter-
ranean and the Black Sea. We have been 
working to strengthen cooperation in 
every area including energy, transporta-
tion, tourism and trade. Turkey’s long-term 
prosperity can only be ensured through an 
economic perspective that extends beyond 
its national borders. The practice of the 
High-Level Bilateral Strategic Cooperation 
Councils with our close neighbors, which 
also makes a unique contribution to inter-
national diplomacy is very important from 
this perspective.

We were minimally impacted by the 
global crisis in 2008

Esteemed Guests,

As the 6th largest economy in Europe and 
the 17th largest in the world, Turkey is a 
rising power due to its young and qualified 
workforce, dynamic and steadily growing 
economy, competitive private sector, large 
domestic market, well-established finan-
cial discipline and a developing infrastruc-
ture. Turkey has achieved steady growth 
as a result of the fundamental reforms it 
implemented since 2002. Our country was 
minimally affected by the global economic 
crisis that began in 2008 due to the strength 
of our public finances and the banking sys-
tem. The Turkish economy grew around 
9% in 2010 and 2011, making it the second 
fastest growing economy after the People’s 
Republic of China. At the end of 2013, the 
Turkish economy grew by 4% in spite of all 
the challenges. The growth rate for 2014 is 
projected to be 4% and 2015 and 2016 are 
expected to see growth of 5%. This success 
is undoubtedly the result of orderly and 
well-planned efforts.

Political stability achieved in the last 12 
years laid the foundation for important 
structural reforms. An environment of con-
fidence has been created. As a result of this 
stability, elements of fundamental macroe-
conomic instability - such as inflation and 
public debt - are not nearly as big a prob-
lem as they once were. The economy is less 
vulnerable and the markets operate freely 
in a competitive environment.

Let me give you some examples and fig-
ures. In 2002, our GDP was 230 billion 
dollars. Today, GDP as of the end of 2013 
is 820 billion dollars. The goal by 2023, 
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which is the 100th anniversary of our Re-
public, is to reach 2 trillion dollars. In the 
same way, per capita income in 2002 was 
3,500 dollars and it has tripled to 10,500 
dollars today. Our 2023 goal for per capita 
income is 25,000 dollars. This is not a pipe 
dream. God willing, we will achieve these 
goals by protecting stability, maintaining 
a trustworthy environment and carefully 
implementing our monetary policies and 
financial discipline.

Of course, in the midst of all of this, there is 
one more thing. What is that? You see that 
credit rating agencies occasionally make 
ridiculous statements about Turkey’s out-
look being stable or negative. These ratings 
are neither economic nor scientific. Pre-
viously, credit rating agencies announced 
similar ratings. We actually make payment 
to them, too. We said, “Let us stop paying 
for this and let us work with people who 
operate more honestly. Here are two that 
do honest work.” Then, we realized that 
they too were making political decisions. 
A regional country whose economy has 
been destroyed has its credit rating raised 
six times while Turkey’s rating is what it 
is. How sincere is that? How is this hon-
est? How can something like this happen? 
There is a need to tell them “Let us go our 
separate ways.” We did not get to where we 
are economically with the help of credit 
rating agencies. We did not get to where 
we are with the help of headlines in the 
media. We achieved this with our perfor-
mance thanks to our businessmen, farmers 
and industrialists. And we will continue to 
move forward with them in the future. We 

will continue to move forward with our ex-
porters. These are the facts.

Dear Friends,

When such important organizations try 
to impose pressure on nations by making 
politically-motivated decisions, then eco-
nomic justice in this world is completely 
destroyed.

Turkey will assume the G20 Presidency for 
one year starting on December 1, 2014. As 
Turkey, we are aware of the responsibili-
ty we are assuming. Our preparations for 
the debates and events are rapidly moving 
ahead. After the Brisbane Leaders’ Sum-
mit, we will finalize our priorities and 
share them with the G20 members and the 
international community on December 
1. It is essential to maintain the spirit of co-
operation and determination that has been 
shown by the G20 members in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the global crisis in order 
to overcome the risks and uncertainties in 
the global economy. New initiatives must 
definitely be taken in this regard in 2015. It 
is also critical that the commitments made 
by the G20 countries be resolutely fulfilled.

One of our fundamental objectives will be 
to closely monitor the process of imple-
menting the commitments made by coun-
tries. It is also a priority for us to pave the 
way for investments and support interna-
tional trade as the drivers of growth. There-
fore, strengthening the multilateral trade 
system is our main priority during our G20 
Presidency. We will demonstrate a strong 
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commitment to fighting protectionism 
and reducing measures restricting trade. 
We will make investment – especially in in-
frastructure – a priority. We will emphasize 
the contribution of investments on growth. 
We will continue to implement initiatives 
that will enhance the representation of 
developing countries in global financial 
institutions, especially in the IMF. During 
our Presidency, we will also focus on incen-
tives for balanced financing structures to 
ensure a more resilient financial system. 

We want to move towards our ideal of a 
more inclusive and democratic G20 

Another important issue is the develop-
ment of low-income countries. One of our 
top priorities under the umbrella of the 
G20 is to enhance our focus on low-income 
countries. Efforts to reach out to other 
countries and stakeholders are especially 
important in terms of reinforcing the legit-
imacy of the G20. We will implement a pol-
icy of openness that will include countries 
that are not members of the G20, interna-
tional organizations, representatives of 
civil society, trade unions, research centers 
and other non-profit organizations. As a re-
sult, we will be one step closer to our ideal 
of a more inclusive and democratic G20.

Esteemed Guests,

I would also like to share with you some of 
my thoughts on energy, entrepreneurship 
and infrastructure investments. Turkey 
plays a very pivotal role between the con-
sumer markets of Europe and countries in 

her region which possess three quarters of 
the proven oil and natural gas reserves in 
the world. This privileged position offers 
Turkey opportunities in terms of energy 
security while creating certain responsi-
bilities. One of Turkey’s top priorities is to 
meet the rising demand for energy in a way 
that ensures stability. Turkey also wants 
to contribute to Europe’s energy security 
through various projects.

We developed the East-West Corridor with 
allies, brothers and friends, and especially 
with Azerbaijan. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum pipeline pro-
jects are two main connections that are 
successfully completed in this Corridor. 
The Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
Project, known as TANAP, was developed 
by Turkey and Azerbaijan. 

We value entrepreneurship and support 
it. Organizations like KOSGEB provide op-
portunities to entrepreneurs in Turkey to 
help them realize their dreams. On the oth-
er hand, organizations like TÜBİTAK help 
them survive in high value-added sectors. 
Turkey shares its experience in this area 
with all its friends and brotherly countries 
to achieve growth for all.

In the last 12 years, we made great strides 
in infrastructure. We constructed more 
than 17,000 kilometers of divided highway. 
We became the 8th high speed train oper-
ator in the world and 6th in Europe by im-
plementing the High-Speed Train Project. 
We completed Marmaray, the “Project of 
the Century”, which is a metro tunnel un-
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der the Bosphorus connecting Europe and 
Asia. God willing, we will also complete 
another tunnel under the Bosphorus for 
automobiles.

We continue to invest in divided highways, 
railroads, high speed train lines, ports, 
airports, schools, hospitals and housing 
throughout Turkey. We are also construct-
ing the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge, which 
will be the third bridge on the Bosphorus. 
It will be finished by the end of next year. 
These projects show the progress that Tur-
key has made and prove that it is an impor-
tant country. World’s number one airport 
is being built in Istanbul. 

Our investments in information technolo-
gy, education and health are also on track. 
Further democratization to support these 
investments broaden Turkey’s horizon. 
We also initiated the Peace Process and are 
resolutely moving forward with it. At the 
same time, we are committed to full mem-
bership in the European Union. We intro-
duced significant democratic reforms in 
Turkey over the last 12 years and we work 
to enhance our progress.

Turkey is one of the most attractive coun-
tries for investment

Esteemed Guests and Dear Friends,

With its strong economy, young popula-
tion, natural resources and strategic geo-
graphical location, Turkey offers a window 
of opportunity on the world and an attrac-
tive destination for investments. We vehe-

mently defend peace and solidarity both in 
our region and the world, and aim to bol-
ster social peace and prosperity at home.

In spite of regional challenges, Turkey 
continues to grow steadily and with con-
fidence. No doubt there are those who 
are unhappy about the stability and confi-
dence Turkey has established; they make 
misleading statements about us and try 
to spread these rumors as far as possible. 
I would like to remind everyone to be es-
pecially careful about how they read some 
of the stories about Turkey in the national 
and international media. In recent months, 
national and international media outlets 
released baseless stories about Turkey 
supporting terrorism; this is nothing more 
than an ugly smear campaign. We had to 
be cautious and act cautiously because 
49 members of our consulate were in the 
hands of Daesh. Last Friday, we rescued 
our citizens from Daesh in a successful 
operation. I believe that those who tried to 
spin our cautious, careful and level-headed 
approach towards Daesh into a smear cam-
paign are embarrassed now. Their reputa-
tion has suffered considerably.

Unfortunately, there has been another 
biased approach to Turkey abroad. They 
used my image leaving a mosque in Anka-
ra with the Prime Minister with a headline 
that read, “This is where the Daesh mili-
tants are.” Of course, it was later corrected 
and they admitted that it was a mistake. 
We should probably be thankful for the 
correction because they do not always pub-
lish a correction.
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Turkey is a rising star not only in the re-
gion but also in the world. We will main-
tain this status. Turkey’s success will con-
tinue to set a good example for a large part 
of the world.

As I conclude my remarks here, I would like 
to once again thank the World Economic 
Forum, Mr. Schwab and his colleagues as 
well as all friends in attendance for hold-
ing this special meeting in Istanbul. I wish 
the meeting success and wish you all the 
best.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

37

Esteemed Chairman of the Turkish Ex-
porters Assembly, Honorable Ministers, 
Esteemed Members of the Board of Direc-
tors, Distinguished Representatives from 
the Business Community and the Media, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to extend my heartfelt greetings. 

I pray to Allah that the logo and slogan 
which will, starting today, spread rapidly 
around the entire world will be a success. 

On behalf of myself, my country and my 
people, I would like to thank the Ministry 
of Economy and the Turkish Exporters As-
sembly for these designs which they have 
been working on for a long time. I would 
also like to express my appreciation to all 
national and foreign organizations and 
their employees who worked to create 
these designs as well as civil society organ-
izations, institutions, agencies and min-
istries, especially the Ministry of Culture 

The New Logo And Slogan 
Symbolize Turkey’s Confidence

Turkish Exporters Assembly Turkey Brand Promotion Meeting 
Istanbul | September 28, 2014 
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and Tourism, and the media for their sup-
port to the design. 

This design has been in the works for a 
long time. I know that opinions were ob-
tained from many people, including busi-
nessmen, advertising agencies, exporters, 
politicians, civil society organizations and 
citizens. When I was serving as Prime Min-
ister, I had the opportunity to review the 
draft copies. I conveyed my recommenda-
tions and suggestions to our colleagues. 
The Ministry of Economy and the Turkish 
Exporters Assembly led the way and, as a 
result, we have a design that will become 
synonymous with Turkey and will be rec-
ognized around the world as of today. 

In fact, we experienced the same excite-
ment for similar initiatives when I was 
serving as Prime Minister in government. 

As you know, we passed a law on January 
28, 2004, which removed six zeros from 
the Turkish Lira. The Central Bank was me-
ticulously prepared for the move through-
out 2004 and the new banknotes and coins 
called the New Turkish Lira were circulat-
ed on January 1, 2005. I was directly in-
volved in introducing these new banknotes 
and coins together with my ministers.  

The New Turkish Lira featured the same 
design as the money already in circulation 
but was printed without six zeros. On Janu-
ary 1, 2009, we, as a nation, enjoyed anoth-
er exciting development. We removed the 
word “new” from the new Turkish Lira that 
had been introduced temporarily. A new de-

sign was introduced and we started using 
the Turkish Lira. We completed a very suc-
cessful operation that the world followed 
with interest. Praise be to Allah, there were 
no setbacks. Our new currency without the 
six zeros proved popular not just in Turkey 
but around the world and the Turkish Lira 
finally regained its respect. 

We were very excited when preparing and 
announcing to the public the symbol for 
the Turkish Lira. All of the world’s pow-
erful and respected currencies had a logo, 
but the Turkish Lira was simply represent-
ed by the abbreviation TL. A beautiful, 
simple and easy to write logo was prepared 
and introduced to the public. The logo be-
came popular with the public and began 
to be widely used. Today, we see this logo 
when shopping and on the price tags in the 
market; it is widely adopted. 

Turkish products will be promoted with 
the slogan “Discover the Potential”

Today, we are introducing to Turkey and 
the world another national design creat-
ed by the Ministry of Economy and the 
Turkish Exporters Assembly that is just as 
important as the logo of the new Turkish 
Lira. God willing, this logo will replace the 
“Made in Turkey” stamp on products man-
ufactured in Turkey starting today. People 
around the world will see this logo and 
understand that the product was manufac-
tured in Turkey and exported from Turkey. 

I believe that the slogan “Discover the Po-
tential” which will be used with the logo 
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is an excellent choice.  However, I would 
like to present another approach. Frankly 
speaking, I think it would be better to use 
the word “power” because that is the exact 
translation of the Turkish word. In other 
words, “Discover the Power”. We will be 
promoting Turkey and Turkish products 
with this logo and “Discover the Potential” 
slogan starting today. Our globally recog-
nized brands are already well-respected 
and, most importantly, inspire confidence. 
I believe that this logo and slogan will 
make our products even more respected, 
enhance their reputation and inspire even 
more confidence. 

I would like to once again express my best 
wishes for this important logo and slogan. I 
would like to once again congratulate those 
who worked on it and thank everyone on be-
half of myself, my country and my people. 

Dear Brothers, 

You can be sure that both the logo and the 
slogan will be sharply criticized. When 
the New Turkish Lira and the banknotes 
without the zeros were introduced, certain 
groups criticized these actions merciless-
ly. In fact, there were columnists who said, 
“Inflation will go through the roof when the 
six zeros are removed. If this is a success, 
I will go to Taksim Square and bray like a 
donkey.” They are still writing columns, but 
they have not been to Taksim Square. 

Today, we see that both our banknotes and 
the TL logo are being used and adopted 
without any problems. None of the pes-

simistic scenarios came true. The new 
money had no negative effect on inflation. 
None of the negative impact on payments 
predicted for the new money took place 
in trade or in the market. Society adapted 
to the new currency in a very short time. 
People immediately adapted to change and 
began using the new logo and currency as 
if it had been around for years. 

The new logo will be embraced and wide-
ly used

I believe with all my heart that the slogan 
and logo being introduced today will begin 
to be embraced and put into use quickly 
and widely in spite of negative criticism. 
Our SMEs, industrialists and exporters are 
truly unique in the world when it comes 
to change. I predict that they will quickly 
print this logo on their products and pack-
aging, thereby contributing to its wide-
spread use. Our international brands nat-
urally have an important role to play in the 
dissemination of this logo and slogan. For 
example, we expect our Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism to promote Turkey as an in-
ternational tourism brand using this logo. I 
believe that, in the same way, a brand with 
an international standing such as Turkish 
Airlines will also embrace this logo and 
slogan, carrying it to dozens of countries 
around the world. In other words, Turkish 
Airlines can fly Barcelona and Real Madrid 
teams on the one hand and, at the same 
time, use this new logo.

I view this new logo and slogan as a sym-
bol of Turkish confidence since “New and 
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Powerful Turkey” now entertains global 
aspirations and goals. Yes, this design and 
the slogan “Discover the Potential” are a 
symbol of the confidence of “New Turkey”. 

We will not content ourselves merely with 
imprinting this logo on our products; we 
will also work with determination to pro-
duce more brands that can bear this logo 
as a reflection of our self-confidence. That’s 
right. The brands we have now are not 
enough for us. We are proud of the brands 
we have in department stores, markets and 
shops around the world, but there aren’t 
enough of them.

The Turkish economy needs brands. As we 
achieve steady growth and increase our 
exports at a rapid pace, we need to devote 
a significant portion of our energy to the 
issue of branding. 

Dear Friends, 

This delegation possesses more than 
enough power, in other words potential, to 
produce new brands. If you need ideas, we 
can thank God that we have a young gener-
ation with bright and innovative ideas. If 
you need initiative and an entrepreneurial 
spirit, we have dynamic and energetic en-
trepreneurs that can go anywhere in the 
world and follow business leads. With re-
gard to incentives and support, we are in a 
much different and stronger position than 
ever before. 

Last week, we were in New York City for 
the United Nations General Assembly for 

five days from Sunday through Thursday. 
We stayed at a hotel on 5th Avenue. There 
were popular brands from many coun-
tries around the world in the area. On the 
same street was a tech-store for a world-re-
nowned technology brand. We did not have 
the opportunity to see it ourselves because 
of our meetings and discussions, but my 
colleagues told me about it. The technology 
store is open 24 hours a day. There is a line in 
front of the store 24 hours a day with people 
waiting to buy its latest phone. They wait in 
line for hours, even at night, for the chance 
to purchase the newest model of that brand 
of phone. Even though this brand releases 
a new model every year and even though 
there is not much difference between the 
models, there are still long lines in front of 
the stores because of the power of the brand, 
its prestige and its name recognition. What 
I am trying to say is that it is not the phone 
that is being sold but the brand.

National economies grow with global 
brands

This brand and others like it keep the US 
economy going and drive growth. The Jap-
anese economy is the same and so is the 
Korean, German, British and other large 
economies. They achieve steady growth 
thanks to their global brands. 

In spite of all the challenges of the past and 
the uncertainty in the economy, Turkey 
has succeeded in creating similar global 
brands. I would like to congratulate those 
brands once again and wish them contin-
ued success. 
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For example, we have powerful brands in 
Europe, but we have to extend their reach 
around the world. And we only have a hand-
ful. That is not enough for us. It is time for 
us to create new brands that are well-known 
and worthy of our potential. We need more 
recognizable and powerful brands. And we 
will do it, too. I believe with all my heart that 
we can do this. The Turkish Exporters As-
sembly believes in this objective and has for 
some time been conducting excellent work 
to make it a reality. We have been following 
with admiration the work done by the Turk-
ish Exporters Assembly on research and 
development, branding and innovation in 
particular. I would like to thank them once 
again for their efforts. 

More importantly, the Turkish Exporters 
Assembly believes wholeheartedly in our 
2023 goals. They have announced that 
these goals are feasible and are forging 
ahead in full speed and with confidence. I 
also have every confidence that the Turk-
ish Exporters Assembly and all exporters 
will achieve what they have set their sights 
on so that we will achieve our goals. Nev-
er lose hope. Never give up. Never give in 
to defeat. Please pay no attention to the 
negative, pessimistic and despairing state-
ments that are being made. Do not let the 
things said by those who view the 2023 
goals as unachievable dreams drive you to 
pessimism. 

Remember my dear friends, who would 
have believed us in 2002 when our GDP 
was 230 billion that we would raise it to 
820 billion in 2013? They viewed this as 

unachievable because it took 79 years to 
reach 230 billion, so how could one achieve 
820 billion in just ten years? This was the 
comparison they made. What happened? 
In 2013, our GDP rose to 820 billion dol-
lars. In 2002, domestic per capita income 
was 3,500 dollars. If you had said that it 
would triple by the end of 2013 to 10,500 
dollars, they would not have believed that 
either, but it happened. In spite of the glob-
al crisis, we have had 9% growth for two 
years in a row. In 2013, the economy grew 
4 percent making Turkey one of the fastest 
growing countries in the world. 

Turkish exports exploded with the liber-
alization of the private sector 

We achieved growth in 2014 and it will 
continue. Two percent growth in the sec-
ond quarter is a huge accomplishment for 
our country. After all, when you look at 
other large economies, you see that they 
have no growth or have only managed one 
percent growth. The strongest economy in 
Europe is Germany, where growth is 0.8%. 
God willing, our goal for the end of the 
year is four percent. We will work hard, 
increase production and reach this goal by 
exporting more. 

If someone had said in 2002 that exports 
would be more than 150 billion dollars, 
others would have called it a pipe dream. 
Why? Because our annual exports at the 
time were 36 billion dollars. Is it possible 
to go from 36 billion to 150 billion? All of 
you worked, produced and exported. Fig-
ures released by the Turkish Exporters 
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Assembly in August show that our exports 
reached 157 billion dollars, a new record. 
I would like to congratulate you and cele-
brate this huge accomplishment and re-
cord. I express my gratitude to all of you. 

These accomplishments were not achieved 
with a statist mentality. They were achieved 
by liberalizing the private sector. We could 
not have achieved these results with a stat-
ist approach. So, what did we do? When we 
took office, there were 6,100 kilometers 
of divided highways in Turkey. We set a 
goal of 15,000 kilometers and built 17,000 
kilometers of divided highways. That was 
our job as the state. We said that we would 
build the Marmaray metro under the Bos-
phorus. They said it was a pipe dream, 
when in fact this was Sultan Abdulhamid’s 
dream not 12 years ago but 150 years ago. 
Praise be to Allah, Turkey made this dream 
come true under our administration. The 
high-speed train was also called a dream, 
but Turkey made it a reality as well. 

At TÜSİAD’s High Advisory Council last 
week, I said, “We will either find a way or 
we will make a way.” This is what we are 
doing now. Why? We will either find a way 
or make a way so that the entrepreneurs in 
the country will move forward. Deadlock 
and despair in any area on any issue is not 
an option for this country and people. God 
willing, we will resolve every problem that 
we face as a nation and a people. God will-
ing, we will overcome every obstacle. By Al-
lah’s grace, we will make all of our dreams 
a reality. We will always believe this and 
keep our hope and self-confidence high. 

Everyone should just ignore the pessi-
mism currently being generated by certain 
groups. As the President of Turkey and a 
person who follows developments both at 
home and abroad very closely, I can tell 
you that the Turkish economy and Turkish 
foreign policy are stronger than they have 
ever been and are moving forward with 
more strength and stability than ever. You 
should have no worries or concerns on this 
point. Some from the international media 
make baseless statements about the state 
of the Turkish economy. Believe me when 
I say that this is just part of a sinister psy-
chological operation. 

International credit rating agencies are 
conducting psychological operations to 
alter perception

In the same way, there are certain credit 
rating agencies that the businessmen in 
this room know very well. You know very 
well where they come from. You look at the 
ratings of countries that are going bank-
rupt and they suddenly go up six points 
while negative comments are made about 
a growing economy like Turkey. Let us be 
fair! There is something called human de-
cency. Either they do not know the econo-
my, have no understanding of economics 
or they are total and complete novices in 
the field. Their decisions are purely polit-
ical. This is a psychological operation to 
alter perceptions about Turkey, nothing 
more nothing less. They have been given 
a job. They do their job, which is to paint 
Turkey as weak. That is their aim.  
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I will say it again. Our success was not de-
pendent on help from certain domestic 
or foreign media organizations or certain 
credit rating agencies. We succeeded be-
cause of your work and the efforts of our 
workers, farmers, industrialists and mer-
chants. We got here by the sweat of your 
brow. We will push into the future with 
hard work, effort, sweat and prayer and 
not with headlines or baseless commen-
tary. Our slogan says, “Discover the Po-
tential”. Those who failed to discover this 
potential ten years ago have discovered it 
today. Believe me, those who do not rec-
ognize our power right now will discover 
it sooner or later. They will realize how 
strong we are. 

Turkey paid off its 23.5-billion-dollar 
debt to the IMF and is now in a position 
to loan money to the IMF. As you know, 
they want a loan of 5 billion dollars from 
us. We have told the IMF that, “The mon-
ey is ready. We can provide it any time.” 
Our Central Bank reserves have risen 
from 27.5 billion dollars to 132 billion 
582 million dollars. Turkey is now able to 
construct the world’s largest airport. We 
execute projects like the Marmaray met-
ro, the underwater tunnel, a third bridge 
and the İzmit Bay Bridge. God willing, the 
Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge will be com-
pleted at the end of next year. We will also 
complete the tunnel under the Bosphorus 
at the end of next year. Cars will be able to 
cross under the Bosphorus. The İzmit Bay 
Bridge is moving ahead rapidly. In addi-
tion, the first steps for the Istanbul Chan-
nel Project will be initiated. 

While Turkey is involved in these major 
projects, it is also able to extend a helping 
hand to people who are suffering around 
the world. In 2013, we devoted twen-
ty-three thousandths of our GDP to hu-
manitarian aid making Turkey the most 
generous country in the world in terms 
of the aid it delivers as a percentage of its 
GDP. Overall, Turkey currently ranks third 
in the world behind the United States and 
the UK in emergency and humanitarian 
aid. In other words, we are not asking for a 
helping hand; we are extending it. 

Turkey is now able to evacuate its citizens 
from crisis areas, evacuate the citizens of 
other countries and rescue hostages with 
successful operations where no one is hurt.  
Turkey is now able to accept almost 1.5 mil-
lion people including Arabs, Kurds, Yazid-
is, Sunnis, Shiites, Muslims, Christians and 
Jews as it opens its borders and provides 
them food, shelter and security. Of course, 
some of our citizens may react negatively 
to some of these developments. However, 
let us not forget that we are the descend-
ants of ancestors that always stood by those 
in need and supported the oppressed. And 
not just locally; our ancestors sent the navy 
all the way even to the Indian Subcontinent 
to help the oppressed.  

This issue should not be taken lightly. These 
people are fleeing death; bombs were rain-
ing down on them. Turkey has provided 
a safe haven for 1.5 million people while 
the West has, unfortunately, accepted only 
130,000. In the meantime, Lebanon wel-
comed 700,000 people. Extending a help-
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ing hand and helping those in need come 
naturally to us as part of our culture, geog-
raphy and values. Turkey is fulfilling this 
responsibility because we are the proud 
descendants of such civilization. Turkey’s 
views, warnings and especially its strength 
are needed to end regional crises. 

Turkey is well-respected in the region 
and the world

During the Security Council meeting at the 
United Nations, I frequently heard others 
say, “Turkey must be part of the search for 
a solution in Syria.” The countries with 
which I had discussions all understood that 
the crisis in Syria can only be resolved with 
a leadership team that includes Turkey. 
This is as it should be. Why? Which coun-
try is constantly receiving immigrants and 
facing danger? Turkey. There are threats 
from Iraq and Syria. We are forced to fight 
all terrorist organizations in the region. 

When Daesh was holding our hostages, we 
took a different approach. I have seen some 
members of the press saying, “You talked 
differently as the Prime Minister, but now 
you have changed your tune.” They carry 
no burden on their back. It is easy to speak 
from the comfort of their position. But we 
carried a burden. We had to pay attention 
to our responsibilities; our priority was to 
rescue the 49 hostages without anybody 
being hurt. Our approach beyond this 
point and the subsequent road map will be 
different. This new road map is going into 
effect now. We are a powerful country and 
we are aware of our power. 

We will proceed towards the “New Tur-
key” with the slogan “Turkey; Rediscov-
er its Power”. Our strength and potential 
brought success to Turkey. God willing, 
those who have not yet discovered this 
power will discover it and Turkey will rise 
even higher. 

There is another issue I would like to specif-
ically address. Terrorism does not happen 
only in neighboring countries; it happens 
at home, too. Terrorism was the main rea-
son that prevented our economic growth. 
What did we do? We initiated the peace 
process and patiently stayed the course 
to finally rescue Turkey almost entirely 
from these shackles. We are still patient 
and level-headed. In spite of all attempts 
to sabotage the process, we will resolutely 
and carefully bring this process to a con-
clusion. God willing, we will rescue Turkey 
completely from this burden that shackles 
the economy and public order. Turkey will 
not bow to any threat or blackmailing tar-
geting the peace process. 

Right now, we are experiencing a new wave 
of migration from Syria. Just this week, 
over 150,000 of our Syrian Kurdish broth-
ers flooded the border. Should we turn them 
back? We let them in. We welcomed our suf-
fering brothers and now they are guests in 
our country. They will remain guests in our 
country until security is restored in the re-
gion where they belong to. We did the same 
thing in the massive Kurdish migration in 
1991. The late President Özal opened the 
borders then and we embraced almost one 
million of our Kurdish brothers. 
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It is more than impertinent to politicize 
this situation and use it for one’s own gain 
instead of simply appreciating what was 
done and seeing it as an expression of af-
fection between brothers. Our soldiers are 
working to protect the lives of these suffer-
ing people at the border while some people 
are throwing stones at the same soldiers. 
This is unbelievably rude behavior. The 
fact that we open our borders to our Kurd-
ish brothers should help improve relations 
in the peace process, but some people are 
upset by these developments and want to 
provoke an incident and sabotage the pro-
cess. They should not get their hopes up. 
They will never be able to hurt either this 
brotherly bond or the peace process. I be-
lieve that our Kurdish brothers here and 
abroad will distinguish between the hands 
that throw stones and those that provide 
water and bread and open their hearts and 
land to their guests. I believe that my broth-
ers here and abroad will - thanks to these 
latest developments - discover the new face 
of the Republic of Turkey; its compassion-
ate, merciful and embracing nature. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
wish you the best for the new design and 
“Discover the Potential” slogan. 

I congratulate the Turkish Exporters As-
sembly for its exciting work. I would like 
to thank the Ministry of Economy and the 
other ministries, public bodies, institu-
tions, civil society organizations and the 
media for their contributions. I would also 
like to express my gratitude to the export-
ers who will place this logo and slogan on 

shelves around the globe and wish them 
every success.  

May Allah guide your path and good for-
tune. All the best.
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Dear Brothers, 

Peace be upon you. 

May the peace, mercy and blessing of Allah 
be upon all of you and all of us.

May your Eid al-Adha holiday be blessed. 
It is my prayer that Allah will allow us to 
see many more such holidays in better cir-

cumstances. May Allah grant us peaceful 
religious holidays to enjoy in our homes, 
countries, and with our families and loved 
ones. May Allah answer the prayers of the 
faithful who are praying right now for the 
Muslim world with their hands raised to 
the heavens in Mina, in the courtyard of 
the Kaaba in Mecca. May He grant peace to 
the Muslim world.

UN High Commissioner For 
Refugees Is A Mere Spectator 

In This Drama

Visit to the Tent City in Islahiye | Gaziantep | October 7, 2014 
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Brothers,

You are celebrating another holiday far 
from your homes, country and your loved 
ones. This is another holiday filled with 
longing. It is our prayer that this is the last 
holiday you spend away from your homes 
and country. God willing, conditions in 
Syria will improve and all of you will re-
turn to your homes in peace.

You are the muhajir, we are the ensar

Turkey is happy and justifiably proud to 
have hosted you here for almost 4 years. 
You became the “muhajir”. You were forced 
to abandon your homes. We have been the 
“ensar” helping you. We mobilized all our 
resources for you. Regardless of what an-
yone says, you have never been a burden 
to us. In our civilization, culture and tradi-
tion, a guest is a blessing, a guest is honor. 
You have not only honored us by allowing 
us to extend a helping hand, but you also 
blessed, honored and brought joy to our 
homes.

We wish we could have hosted you un-
der better conditions. However, there are 
currently 1.5 million refugees living in 
Turkey as guests, mostly Syrians and our 
Iraqi brothers. As you know, approximate-
ly 200,000 Syrians fleeing Daesh have re-
cently taken refuge in Turkey. I believe you 
understand that it is impossible to accom-
modate such a large group of people as per 
our wishes. We have done the best we can 
and will continue to do so.

Unfortunately, the West is merely a spec-
tator to this unfolding drama. The UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees merely 
watches and talks while we host our guests 
in Turkey. We spent more than 4 billion 
dollars for you. We sent more than half a 
billion dollars in aid to Syria and Iraq. We 
reached out to our Arab, Turcoman, Kurd-
ish, Yazidi and Syriac brothers in Syria and 
Iraq. We provided aid to everyone regard-
less of their ethnicity, religion or sect. Our 
religion does not discriminate; hayrun nas 
men yenfeûn nas (The best human is the 
one that helps other humans.) This is our 
benchmark. I must point out that to date 
Europe has admitted only 130,000 Syrian 
refugees and now closed its doors. On the 
other hand, we are hosting more than 1.5 
million brothers. The support we received 
from around the world is unfortunately 
less than 200 million dollars. 

Brothers,

Before the conflict in Syria began, we 
warned the Damascus regime in all sincer-
ity. We warned the Baghdad regime in the 
same way. It is a shame that neither Assad 
nor Maliki paid heed to our sincere warn-
ings. I ask how Assad, who cruelly slaugh-
tered 250,000 of our Syrian brothers, will 
account for his deeds both in this world 
and the next. How will he account for the 
suffering that you, our brothers, the cit-
izens of Syria, have endured as you were 
driven from your homes, your lands and 
country? He cannot claim to be victorious 
over your misfortunes.
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This issue cannot be solved by aerial 
bombardment

Now, I address the West. These problems 
cannot be solved by aerial bombardment. 
A terrorist organization called Daesh 
emerged and found a power base in Syria. 
They cry Allahu akbar while killing those 
who say Allahu akbar and they do it in the 
name of Islam! Can a true Muslim kill oth-
er Muslims like this? The life, blood, prop-
erty and chastity of Muslims are forbidden 
for fellow Muslims in our religion.

Brothers,

There is something we must know very 
well. I explained this to the heads of state 
from the Western countries in Cardiff: 
we cannot put an end to terrorism by re-
sorting to aerial bombardment only. Air 
operations will not achieve results unless 
supported by a ground operation. The air 
operation has been going on for months 
with no result. Ayn al Arab (also known as 
Kobani) is on the verge of falling even now.

We asked for three things: First, a no-fly 
zone needs to be established. Second, a 
safe zone needs to be established in par-
allel with the no-fly zone. Third, the mod-
erates in Syria and Iraq need to be trained 
and equipped.

Brothers,

We are working hard to provide you with 
the best accommodations. I would like to 
announce to the whole world from Islahiye 

that Turkey has no designs on the lands of 
any other country. Turkey is vigilant, pre-
pared and equipped for any threat it faces. 
The Grand National Assembly of Turkey 
has given the government and the Armed 
Forces the necessary authorization to act 
for one year. In this context, no one should 
have any doubt that we will respond imme-
diately to any threat against the Suleiman 
Shah Honor Guard which is our territo-
ry inside Syria. We are closely following 
developments across our border. We are 
concerned about and carefully follow the 
attacks on the towns and cities where our 
Kurdish brothers live, most notably in Ayn 
al Arab. 

Dear Brothers,

Some are opposing the motion in Parlia-
ment, while using Kobani to blackmail the 
government in the Peace Process.

I would like to state from here in Islahi-
ye that Turkey opposes the PKK terrorist 
organization just like it opposes Daesh. 
We want peace in this region. These lands 
belong to your brothers. These lands be-
long to generous people who are lending 
a helping hand and affectionately pressing 
you into their bosom. There may be some 
among the 1.5 million people who engage 
in unwanted activities, but it would be 
wrong to attribute this to all our Syrian 
guests. In the same way, there may be peo-
ple who do not understand what it means 
to extend a helping hand and act wrongly. 
Their actions should not be attributed to 
our people either. We will continue to host 
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you as guests until you return to your own 
lands of your own free will. We will work 
together to establish a free and independ-
ent Syria where everyone is represented 
equally.

May Allah grant us all patience. May Allah 
turn our patience into victory. May Allah 
always be with you. God willing, future hol-
idays will be more joyful and peaceful than 
today. Again, I would like to wish all of you 
a happy Eid al-Adha. May Allah watch over 
you.
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Heroic Members of the Turkish Armed 
Forces, Esteemed Commanders and Dear 
Brothers, 

I salute you wholeheartedly. First of all, 
I would like to convey to you the sincere 
greetings of our glorious nation.

You should be proud to be successfully 
performing a very honorable duty here, far 
from your motherland. I know that your 

families are proud of you, too. I would like 
to remind you once again that our glorious 
nation of 77 million people is just as proud 
of your work as you and your families are.

On the occasion of this visit and gathering, 
I would like to express our gratitude and 
compassion for our fallen soldiers, espe-
cially those who fell while serving in Af-
ghanistan. May Allah welcome and receive 
them into heaven.

Turkey And Its Military Always 
Rush To The Aid Of Those In Need

Visit to the Afghanistan Doğan Military Post
Afghanistan | October 18, 2014 
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Dear Brothers,

Today, we are making a one-day visit to Af-
ghanistan. We spoke with the newly elect-
ed President Ashraf Ghani and met the 
First Vice-President Mr. Rashid Dostum 
and Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah to 
assess the situation. 

Our visit today is a first in many respects. 
In 2005, I visited Afghanistan as Prime 
Minister, but this is the first official visit 
from Turkey to Afghanistan by a President 
in 46 years. Turkey is also the first country 
to pay an official visit after the transfer of 
power to Afghanistan’s new President.

On this visit, we accomplished a number of 
firsts and this is a clear indication of how 
important Afghanistan is to us. Afghani-
stan has a truly exceptional relationship 
with Turkey. Jemal and Enver Pashas, who 
were officers in the Ottoman Army, fought 
for Afghan independence. In fact, both Je-
mal and Enver were killed fighting in this 
region.

We have never forgotten our historical 
ties with Afghanistan

Our Afghan brothers were deeply grieved 
by the invasion of Turkey. Just like Mus-
lims in Pakistan, India and Bangladesh, 
they sacrificed tremendously and pro-
vided significant support to our War of 
Independence. We have never forgotten 
our historical ties with Afghanistan. We 
never neglected our ancient ties of broth-

erhood with Afghanistan. During the dif-
ficult times in this country, we provided 
significant assistance to ensure stability, 
security and peace. The number of projects 
completed and executed in Afghanistan by 
various Turkish institutions has reached 
800. We are working hard to ensure that 
everyone receives aid in every Afghan city 
regardless of religion, sect or ethnicity.

The presence of the Turkish Armed Forces 
here is the most concrete indication of how 
important Afghanistan and our solidarity 
are to us. I am also very proud to say that 
many Heads of State and Prime Ministers 
from around the world spoke very highly 
of you, our soldiers in Afghanistan, while I 
was serving as Prime Minister.  

Your experience, discipline and your her-
oism in particular are appreciated and 
envied not only in Afghanistan and in Tur-
key but also around the world. I know that 
you are much better welcomed by the local 
population than any other foreign military 
force in Afghanistan.

The Turkish flag with its star and crescent 
moon is a symbol of peace in Afghanistan; 
it is a symbol of solidarity and brother-
hood. You are the ones who secured peace 
in Afghanistan, just as you did in Kosovo, 
Bosnia Herzegovina, Lebanon and Soma-
lia. I would like to thank you once again 
and convey the gratitude of our people. I 
would like you to know that we are and 
will always be proud of you.
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Dear Brothers,

Unfortunately, I have from time to time 
heard harsh criticism in Turkey about our 
soldiers serving in foreign countries. In this 
context, I would like to mention an officer 
from our recent history because of his con-
nection to Afghanistan. In a speech to staff 
officers at the War Academy in Istanbul in 
2012, I related this incident about a Turk-
ish officer in Afghanistan. The Ottoman 
Empire was defeated in World War I and 
began to withdraw its soldiers pursuant to 
the Armistice of Mudros. Fahrettin Pasha 
was leading an Ottoman unit protecting 
Medina at that time. Even though Istanbul 
ordered him dozens of times to lay down 
his arms, surrender Medina and himself, 
he did not want to give up Medina or the 
sacred tomb of the Prophet Mohammad 
(pbuh) in Medina. He heroically defended 
Medina for months. This defense earned 
him the nickname of “the Desert Tiger” 
in the region. In 1921, Ghazi Mustafa Ke-
mal appointed Fahrettin Pasha as our first 
ambassador to Afghanistan and he served 
honorably here as ambassador.

Turkish soldiers have always stood by 
those in need throughout history

Fahrettin Pasha had a very interesting ex-
perience here. There was a fire in Kabul. 
Fahrettin Pasha immediately gathered his 
staff and ran to the fire. The hero of Medi-
na, that excellent officer and ambassador, 
humbly picked up a water bucket and tried 
to extinguish the fire in Kabul. To those 

who were with him, he said: “Whenever 
there is something happening, the Turk 
stands at the ready.” Yes, this is the vision 
of the Turkish soldier, the Turkish Armed 
Forces, our officers, noncommissioned of-
ficers and enlisted men. This is not a new 
vision. It is a tradition through the centu-
ries in a historic journey of 2,000 years. 
Whenever there is an incident, someone in 
need or suffering, Turkey is there with aid, 
its charitable organizations, government, 
people and, when necessary, with its sol-
diers.

When the Crusades took place 900 years 
ago, the heroic Turkish soldiers defended 
the entire region single-handedly. They 
were the Turkish soldiers who extended a 
helping hand to Andalusia, reached out to 
Aceh, embraced the oppressed in Europe 
and ran to the aid of friends and brothers 
in Galicia, Korea, Azerbaijan and through-
out this region. This vision is the vision of 
a powerful state. The Ottoman Empire was 
a powerful state and it was guided by the 
vision of a powerful state; it kept soldiers 
both at home and abroad, helping those in 
need.

Look at the economically powerful states 
of the present day and you will see that 
they maintain a military presence around 
the world in regions of crisis. You will see 
that they go thousands of miles to conduct 
operations in crisis regions. You are now 
part of a similar effort here in the best pos-
sible way. Why? Well, that is the question 
we must answer. It is because Turkey, with 
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the vision of a powerful state, is present in 
many places around the world for the sole 
purpose of securing peace; sometimes with 
TİKA, sometimes with the Red Crescent 
or AFAD and sometimes with the Turkish 
Armed Forces.

I would like to remind you that it was the 
Turkish Armed Forces, which first wel-
comed people from the Syrian city of Koba-
ni as they fled to Turkey to seek refuge; we 
embraced them in friendship and brother-
hood. A few impertinent people may throw 
rocks at Turkish soldiers and there may be 
a few cowards who shoot at our soldiers. 
Some may treat us with hostility in places 
where we are working for peace. The Turk-
ish Armed Forces is one of the largest and 
oldest armies in the world and it will not 
be intimidated or affected by these treach-
erous attacks. It will never give up on its 
ideal of discharging its duty with great de-
termination.

77 million are praying for you

Brothers,

There are 77 million people standing be-
hind you; 77 million are praying for you. 
The Republic of Turkey that stands behind 
you is now stronger and more respected 
both in the region and the world. I ask you 
to perform your duties with this confi-
dence.  You must keep in mind the sacred 
memories of our first Ambassador to Ka-
bul, the hero of Medina, Fahrettin Pasha 
as well as Ghazi Mustafa Kemal, and Ma-
jor Serkan Doğan who was killed in a hel-

icopter accident in 2012 and other fallen 
soldiers. We know very well that you will 
not bring shame upon them or our glori-
ous nation. Your courageous and dignified 
presence here will ensure our security and 
peace in Turkey. The safe and peaceful en-
vironment in Turkey enables you to serve 
here with confidence. We will stay on this 
course and extend our country’s influence. 
Our legacy to our friends and brothers is 
loyalty, of the kind that will never be re-
moved from the pages of history.

I salute each and every one of you. On be-
half of myself and my country, I thank you 
for flying the Star and Crescent of our flag 
with honor, distinction and pride in fara-
way lands. May Allah always be with you. 
You have my affection and respect. Be safe 
and may Allah be with you.
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Esteemed Participants, Distinguished Lo-

cal and International Guests, Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 

I greet you all with respect and wish suc-

cess to the 2nd International Ombudsman 

Symposium.

I would like to thank the Turkish Ombuds-
man Institution, the Chief Ombudsman 
and his coworkers for organizing such an 
important event.

I would also like to welcome our national 
and international guests and thank them in 
advance for the contributions they will make.

Nobody Cared About The 3 Young 
People Who Were Brutally Killed 

In Diyarbakır

2nd International Ombudsman Symposium | Ankara | October 21, 2014 
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I sincerely hope that this two-day inter-
national symposium strengthens the om-
budsman practice which has only a two-
year-old history in Turkey and provides 
guidance to the institution’s work.

We founded the Turkish Ombudsman In-
stitution with a law enacted in 2012. In 
only two years since its founding, this im-
portant institution completed its organi-
zation, prepared its regulations and com-
menced operations. As mentioned here 
before, the Turkish Ombudsman Institu-
tion received 11,580 applications in 2013 
and 2014. I would like to especially express 
how pleased I am that all of these applica-
tions have been investigated and resolved.

The rate of compliance with the recom-
mendations of the Turkish Ombudsman 
Institution for these applications was 30% 
in 2014. While this is a promising rate for 
a newly established institution, we all hope 
to see much higher rates. God willing, we 
hope that this rate will increase with sup-
port from our Government and Parliament.

Dear Friends,

Since the end of 2002, historic steps have 
been taken in Turkey toward democrati-
zation, human rights and freedoms. The 
foundation of the Turkish Ombudsman 
Institution is one of these important steps. 
Similarly, introduction of the right of indi-
vidual petition to the Constitutional Court 
with the constitutional amendments we in-
troduced in 2010 is revolutionary in terms 

of advocating individual rights. As men-
tioned here before, both the mechanisms 
for defending the rights of individuals are 
essentially nothing more than re-establish-
ing our past practice.

The individual always had rights before 
the government in Turkish state tradition

The concept for an ombudsman emerged 
in the 18th century in our country and 
later spread to Europe. According to our 
centuries-old state and governance tra-
dition, individuals always had rights and 
were never abandoned or left defenseless 
against the state and the government. In 
this respect, the history of past Turkish 
states such as the Mamluk Sultanate or the 
Seljuk Empire saw institutions such as the 
Divan-ı Mezalim (Board of Injustices) and 
Dar’ul Adl (Board of Justice). 

Sometimes sultans themselves visited 
mosques and listened to complaints after 
prayers. Citizens were able to complain 
about the conduct of an officer even to the 
Sultan through intermediaries or directly. 
In the Ottoman Empire, authorities such as 
the Divan-ı Hümayun (the Imperial Coun-
cil), Kazasker (military judge), Shaykh 
al-islam and Kadı (judge of the Shari’a 
court) listened to complaints of the people 
and prevented the state and government 
from oppressing them.

There are in fact two fundamental princi-
ples that influenced and shaped our state 
and governance tradition in this respect. 
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The first principle is based on a noteworthy 
anecdote about Hazrat Umar. When Hazrat 
Umar asked, “what would you do if I am not 
just?”, one of the persons listening to him 
was able to say, “We would correct you with 
our sword, Umar.” It was this mentality of 
modesty and courage that has served as the 
basis for justice in our history.

The second principle is the famous advice 
Sheikh Edebali gave to Osman Ghazi when 
the Ottoman Empire was founded. He ad-
vised, “Let man flourish and the state will 
also flourish!” These references have been 
the fundamental principles defining the 
relationship between the people, and the 
state and government in our civilization. 
At the time when Istanbul was the capital 
and the rule of the state stretched to the in-
terior of Africa as far as Yemen, it was this 
mentality that enabled the government to 
ensure peace and justice for the people. 
Closer to home, it was possible to establish 
justice over a very wide geographical area 
in this way until the chain of governance 
that started with the kadis and extended 
to the Sultan in Istanbul was broken and 
completely eroded.

As the distance between the state and the 
individual became greater, both the indi-
vidual and the state got weaker. If a state 
places its people and citizens at the center 
of its existence and understands that it 
belongs to the people, then such a state is 
just, compassionate and merciful. If, how-
ever, a state thinks of its people, citizens 
and their demands as threats and tries to 

shield itself from its citizens, that state be-
comes cruel and has no choice but to weak-
en, decline and collapse.

We will never forget that what made the 
Ottoman Empire the world’s most power-
ful state for six centuries was its justice 
towards the people. What made the Seljuk 
Empire a great power in this region for 
centuries was its connection with its peo-
ple which was maintained for centuries. As 
soon as the Seljuk and Ottoman Empires 
broke or weakened their connection with 
their people, they started to decline and 
were swept off the stage of history.

If the Republic of Turkey is going to be a 
just, powerful and long-lasting state, it 
must take advantage of this tremendous 
experience by embracing its rich histor-
ical legacy. When you look at the history 
of our states, you see that there has never 
been a policy attempting to shape, format 
or standardize individuals. There has nev-
er been a dress code, never an obligation to 
speak a particular language or any imposi-
tions of culture, ethnicity, religion or sect.

In a very wide geographical area from Sa-
rajevo to Batumi, Crimea to Sana’a and 
Baghdad to Algiers, religions, sects, lan-
guages, cultures and traditions continued 
to co-exist in full freedom. The states and 
the governments were not despotic, op-
pressive or tyrannical organizations; they 
were just and their longevity was due to 
their inclusiveness, compassion, mercy 
and their ability to listen and respect.
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The state becomes stronger as individual 
rights and freedoms expand

Consider the reforms we have made over 
the last 12 years. When we tried to lift the 
restrictions on languages, some claimed 
that the state would be harmed. When 
we lifted the constraints and prohibitions 
on dress, especially the head covering, 
some said that the state would be harmed. 
When we lifted the constraints on songs, 
folk songs, words, concepts and even pens 
and keyboards, some claimed that Turkey 
would become weaker, divided and even-
tually dissolve.

What transpired in the last 12 years has 
been the opposite of these assertions and 
pessimistic scenarios. As individual rights 
and freedoms expanded, the state became 
stronger. As rights and freedoms expand-
ed, the economy and politics became just 
as strong along with the state. Every pro-
hibition or restriction that was lifted made 
both the individual, and - contrary to what 
many claimed - the state, the nation and 
the country stronger. 

States cannot achieve their goals through 
prohibitions, restrictions and especially 
fear. No state can be just if it considers its 
people and citizens a threat. This is why 
Turkey’s unwavering aim will be to elimi-
nate all meaningless prohibitions and re-
strictions, raise its democratic standards, 
expand rights and freedoms even more in 
order to be a more powerful, just, prosper-
ous and peaceful country.

Our determination to eliminate the dis-
tance between the state and the individ-
ual is constant. Turkey will never take a 
step back from its determination to carry 
out reforms in order to achieve advanced 
standards in democracy and expand rights 
and freedoms.

At this point, there is another current issue 
I must emphasize. Security, like freedom, 
is also a right for individuals. Security can-
not exist without freedom and freedom 
without security. We all know that there is 
a delicate balance between them that must 
be maintained. If security becomes a prior-
ity, then freedom is restricted. If freedom 
is interpreted in a way that violates the 
freedom of others, then security is com-
promised. Preserving the delicate balance 
between freedom and security is like walk-
ing on a knife’s edge; we must try to keep 
the scales even. In this context, we never 
claimed to have achieved an ideal balance; 
it would be erroneous to say so. 

However, I would like our Western friends 
to know that Turkey carried out its reforms 
with great determination in a troublesome 
region despite many terrorist attacks and 
internal resistance to change. Everybody 
witnessed the resistance we faced as we 
were lifting the restrictions on various lan-
guages and dialects. We struggled against 
racist politicians, we struggled against sta-
tus quo parties, and against fear and preju-
dice. In addition, we had to fight the terror-
ist organization and its political arm, both 
of which were unhappy about the expan-
sion of freedoms. Despite this resistance, 
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we did not give up, did not lose our deter-
mination and implemented our reforms 
without being intimidated.

Everybody witnessed the incidents that 
took place last week in the provinces and 
metropolitan cities in the eastern and 
southeastern regions. Some political par-
ties called their supporters to react to 
the terrorist attacks on Ayn al-Arab (or 
Kobani), Syria. Making a press statement, 
demonstrating, protesting and expressing 
opinions freely are, without question, dem-
ocratic rights.

But, what happened? In just a few days, 
42 people died in demonstrations. And 
what is more, they were killed as a result 
of inhuman attacks by the demonstrators 
themselves. Thousands of workplaces 
were set on fire, damaged and plundered. 
Hundreds of vehicles that belonged to the 
state and civilians were destroyed. Dozens 
of buildings that belonged to the state and 
civilians were set on fire and extensively 
damaged. They went even further; 2 police 
officers were martyred in Bingöl and doz-
ens of officers were injured.

Now, are we supposed to call these actions 
democratic rights? Are we supposed to call 
this vandalism and violence the right to 
demonstrate, the right to protest and free-
dom of speech? Where on earth is there 
such a right or freedom?

Would Western politicians tolerate such 
vandalism and plunder?

I would like to ask the international media 
and Western politicians who are criticizing 
us so harshly: Would they call such van-
dalism, plunder and violence an exercise 
of democratic rights or freedom? There is 
a very obvious double standard being ap-
plied to Turkey. International campaigns 
are initiated against us immediately when 
we attempt to take action against organized 
attacks on the internet and social media 
that threaten our national security. Organ-
ized psychological operations are carried 
out to create the perception that Turkey 
bans the internet or shuts down Twitter.

However, when one-tenth or even one-hun-
dredth of what happened in Turkey hap-
pens in other countries, drastic measures 
are taken and nobody claims that the in-
ternet, Twitter or Facebook are banned 
in those countries. There are dozens of in-
stances like this. We all know that people 
posting threatening messages and making 
jokes about bomb attacks on Twitter were 
deported in other countries and their social 
media accounts were shut down. However, 
when we take measures against threatening 
messages which, for example, indicate the 
address of a minister and say, “This is the 
home address of the Minister; let us go and 
raid his house,” we face organized smear 
campaigns both at home and abroad.

For some time now, the main opposition 
party here at home and some international 
media organizations abroad have harshly 
criticized Turkey before the entire world 
claiming that there is no freedom of the 
press in Turkey. While Turkey is endlessly 
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criticized when individuals are convicted 
not for journalistic activities but for mur-
der, terrorism and theft, 16 reporters killed 
by Israel in its attacks on Gaza are never 
mentioned. Journalists who are exposed to 
social pressure, exile and dismissal during 
the attacks on Gaza are never discussed.

I am sorry, but I have to make a point here. 
We have been subjected to despicable at-
tacks over the dead body of a child who 
passed away last year after being wounded 
during the Gezi Park incidents. They sank so 
low that they exploited a child’s unfortunate 
death for publicity and opposition. They 
carried out unreasonable, unconscionable 
and immoral attacks on us for days with 
headlines, street incidents and national and 
international campaigns. People on the oth-
er side of the ocean shed crocodile tears and 
expressed condolences emphasizing the re-
ligious sect of the deceased child.

However, no one paid attention to Burak, who 
was intentionally killed by a firearm during 
these demonstrations; it never pricked any-
one’s conscience. Three young people who 
were brutally killed in Diyarbakır last week 
have never been of interest to certain circles. 
Think about it, those young men aged 16 to 
26 who were delivering aid to the poor peo-
ple during Eid al-Adha were brutally mur-
dered. First, they were attacked with guns 
and knives. They were tortured on the third 
floor of the building in which they took shel-
ter and then were thrown off the third floor. 
The attackers were not content; they ran over 
one of them with a car and crushed the other 
one’s head with stones.

Were these brutally murdered souls not 
human beings? Were they not children? 
Were they not young?

Where was the publicity for this case from 
the people who made up stories about the 
child who unfortunately died in Istanbul 
by saying that he was on his way to buy 
bread? Where are those so-called people 
of conscience who took to the streets and 
demonstrated? Where are those who made 
fake shows of conscience through their 
headlines for days? Where are the Party 
Chairpersons who exploited that child for 
political gain? Where are those charlatans 
who expressed their condolences from 
across the ocean, shed crocodile tears and 
tried to fuel the street protests?

We will not bow to double standards and 
impertinence

You remain silent on the killing of 300,000 
people with chemical and conventional 
weapons and barrel bombs in Syria and 
even support this massacre, and then set 
everything ablaze for Kobani and commit 
murder. This is not freedom; this is certain-
ly not a democratic right. No matter what 
they say, we will not bow to this double 
standard, impertinence and violence.

The Parliament is currently preparing to legis-
late new security measures and the usual sus-
pects are once again conducting psycholog-
ical operations to alter perceptions at home 
and abroad. We are taking the same measures 
that the United States and the European Un-
ion countries take against such incidents. 
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Nowhere in the world can those who wear 
masks on their faces, assault civilians with 
Molotov cocktails and crush their heads 
with stones hide behind freedom and dem-
ocratic rights. It does not matter what an 
international newspaper writes or an in-
ternational organization says... We will not 
bow to this double standard.

I would like to clearly say that as a coun-
try, we welcome all constructive criticism. 
We are open to all suggestions and friendly 
warnings. But, we never have and we will 
never welcome shadowy and unjustified 
operations and double standards aimed at 
shaping the domestic and foreign policies 
of Turkey.

If the state cannot protect the lives of its citi-
zens on the street, in their homes or on a bus, 
or their public and private property, there 
can neither be freedom nor democracy in 
that country. We will maintain security and 
improve freedom and democratic standards. 
I would like to state this once again: we will 
never let Turkey return to the 1990s when 
security policies became the priority.

We will not grant our police officers and 
soldiers powers that would violate individ-
ual rights and we will never condone the 
abuse or excessive use of power. This is 
why we have the Ombudsman. This is why 
we have the right of individual petition to 
the Constitutional Court. I sincerely believe 
that the Turkish Ombudsman Institution 
will monitor the balance between security 
and freedom with utmost sensitivity and 
defend individual rights and freedoms. 

Defending the freedom of social media, 
but not the freedom of the victims, whose 
rights are violated on social media, is not 
freedom, but a violation of rights. Defend-
ing the freedom of protesters, but not the 
rights of a mother, whose child was brutal-
ly killed, is injustice. Defending the rights 
of demonstrators, but not the rights of 
tradesmen creates chaos.

We will achieve progress by paying atten-
tion to what our history, civilization, the 
constitution, laws and, most importantly, 
our conscience say rather than what oth-
ers say.

As I end my speech with these thoughts, I 
would like to reiterate my best wishes for 
the success of the 2nd International Om-
budsman Symposium. I have no doubt that 
the constructive criticisms, opinions and 
suggestions from our valuable guests will 
be carefully taken into consideration.

We ensured the establishment of the office 
of the ombudsman that has its roots in our 
land and history in the New Turkey and we 
will make every effort to ensure its contin-
ued existence.

I offer my gratitude to the Turkish Om-
budsman Institution, the participants and 
contributors and extend my sincere greet-
ings.
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Esteemed Faculty of the University of Lat-
via, Honorable Academicians, Dear Stu-
dents, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I greet you with respect.

It is a great pleasure to speak to you in the 
historical university of Latvia and the Bal-
tic region. I extend my sincere gratitude to 
the university for organizing this gathering.

My delegation and I arrived in Latvia yes-

terday and started our meetings in the 
evening. Our meetings with the Prime 
Minister and the Speaker of the Parliament 
have been very fruitful. Businessmen who 
are accompanying us also had meetings 
with their contacts here. And we met with 
businessmen of both countries at the Busi-
ness Forum.

Turkey has recognized Latvia as a free and 
independent state since 1925. Our dip-

It Is Imperative That Conscience 
Goes Global

Conference at the University of Latvia | Riga, Latvia | October 23, 2014 
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lomatic relations were re-established in 
1991 and we have built good political and 
economic relations since then. Our annual 
trade volume with Latvia has increased to 
323 million dollars. In just first 8 months 
of this year, trade between our countries 
reached to 236 million dollars.

We host an average of 55,000 Latvian tour-
ists each year. In education, Latvia is one 
of the countries preferred by Turkish stu-
dents. We are intensifying our efforts to 
further improve bilateral relations in all 
areas. In addition to developing our eco-
nomic relations further, we hope to achieve 
even more in NATO as well as within the 
framework of our European Union acces-
sion process. Once again, I would like to 
thank the Prime Minister and all our Latvi-
an friends for their warm hospitality.

Dear Friends,

We are witnessing very significant events 
in the Middle East, North Africa and East-
ern Europe. Turkey is following these cri-
ses very closely on account of its geograph-
ical location and historical and cultural 
ties with these regions.

In an increasingly global world, regional 
crises cross borders and affect the entire 
world; they have a deep impact not only 
on nearby regions but on the entire world. 
These regions are experiencing tragedies 
which concern or should concern anyone 
who has a conscience and a heart.

The suffering in Syria touches hearts 
also in Latvia

Dear Friends,

Latvia is physically far away from the Mid-
dle East, Iraq and Syria. Maybe the media 
does not capture the intensity and magni-
tude of the tragedy in the region. Perhaps, 
the current tragedy is not well-understood 
in social media. But I know that the cry 
and suffering of those in Syria and Iraq are 
heard and felt here.

I would like to remind you of the tragedies 
the region has been going through. Unfor-
tunately, Iraq was not able to set up a sta-
ble and inclusive government after the in-
vasion. Baghdad’s discriminatory policies 
towards ethnic groups and sects caused 
instability and brought Iraq on the brink 
of division. Daesh took advantage of this 
unrest in Iraq. The terrorist organization 
Daesh was able to take advantage of the 
dissatisfaction and injustice in the country 
very effectively. It became a serious threat 
in Iraq and gained control over a signifi-
cant portion of the country. The terrorist 
organization Daesh began to shed blood 
mercilessly in Iraq on top of the existing 
sectarian violence.

In Syria, the oppressive regime that has 
been in power for many years became the 
object of civilian protests as part of the 
Arab Spring which began in North Africa. 
We gave the Syrian regime friendly and 
sincere warnings to pay attention to these 
protests and meet their demands; unfortu-
nately, our warnings were not heeded.

In approximately 4 years, about 300,000 
people have been killed in Syria with 
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chemical and conventional weapons, tor-
ture and other methods. A significant por-
tion of those killed were women and chil-
dren. While 300,000 people were killed, 
more than 7 million people had to leave 
their homes and approximately 3 million 
of them took refuge abroad. The number 
of Syrian refugees in Turkey alone has 
reached 1.6 million. 

Instead of ending the massacres, the Syrian 
regime started to support terrorist organ-
izations or establish new ones within the 
country. The terrorist organization Daesh 
was directly supported and protected by 
the Syrian regime and allowed to become 
what it is today.

Let me also point out that neither the Unit-
ed Nations nor the European Union or any 
other country or international organiza-
tion took measures against the regime in 
Baghdad for trying to fuel ethnic and racial 
discrimination in that country. These in-
ternational organizations and countries ig-
nored the killing of 300,000 people and the 
displacement of 7 million people in Syria 
as well. It was only when Daesh emerged 
and became a threat to the oil wells that 
the tragedy in these countries received at-
tention.  

Unfortunately, the same mistakes and dou-
ble standards apply to the fight against 
Daesh right now. Nobody, no country or 
international organization cares about 
finding a comprehensive solution to the 
Syria issue except for a few countries like 
Turkey and Qatar. Similarly, a long-lasting 

and comprehensive solution in Iraq is not 
on the global agenda. Nobody cares about 
the dead children. Nobody cares about the 
women who were tortured and murdered. 
Nobody cares how the future of the region 
and those who live there is destroyed.

The world was silent on the killing of 
300,000 people, but it stood up for Ayn 
al-Arab (also known as Kobani). Why did 
you not stand up for Daraa? Where were 
you when Idlib, Hama and Homs were 
burning?

All of a sudden, alliances are formed 
against Daesh across the world, but no-
body cares about a bloody terrorist organi-
zation like the PKK. Where were you when 
the PKK killed more than 40,000 people?

In Syria, put politics, diplomacy and 
trade aside

Dear Friends,

You must remember that the crises in the 
Middle East, North Africa and Eastern Eu-
rope will definitely not remain local. Put 
politics, diplomacy and trade aside. Just 
the humanitarian aspect of this issue is un-
fortunately painful enough to sear the con-
science of mankind. Those who sit back 
and watch while children are killed are 
not innocent. Those who just watch when 
women are brutally tortured and killed are 
not innocent. If there are those who hope 
to find solace in the fact that the victims 
are Middle Eastern, Muslims and very far 
away, I must go on record and state that 
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such excuses are inhumane, racist and dis-
criminatory. No matter where you are in 
the world, this is about a person’s life being 
taken. Anyone who sees, hears or knows 
about the killing of an innocent person 
and remains silent and unresponsive is a 
partner in that crime. 

The tragedy in Bosnia Herzegovina and 
Kosovo in Europe will never be forgotten. 
What is happening in Ukraine also leaves 
a dark and indelible impression in history. 

Similarly, the issues in the Middle East 
and North Africa are now a concern for all 
mankind and people of conscience; they 
do not concern only the citizens of those 
countries.  It is especially difficult to un-
derstand the silence of the European Un-
ion in the wake of these events.

At this point, there is something in particu-
lar that I would like to emphasize. We are 
in the age of globalization. Mass media dis-
tributes news all over the world instantly. 
On the other hand, human mobility is great-
er than ever before. Each country hosts peo-
ple of various races and cultures as tourists, 
workers and immigrants. In such a world, 
conscience must also go global.

While the West watches the drama that 
is taking place in the East on screens, be-
lieve me when I say that the East watches 
the lack of response from the West. The 
lack of response from the West to this dra-
ma pricks people’s conscience and under-
mines their sense of justice. It is also ex-
tremely misleading to attribute the drama 

taking place in the East to the people of the 
region, their culture and civilization. The 
problems in the East were not all their own 
making. The humanitarian plight unfold-
ing in the East is as much a consequence 
of the interventions of other countries as it 
is due to the actions of the people living in 
the region.

I have said this before in Turkey: There was 
no such term or geographical designation 
as the Middle East until 100 years ago. One 
spoke of the Near East and the Far East, 
but not about the Middle East. The Mid-
dle East is a newly invented term. I would 
like to draw your attention to the fact that 
this term does not refer to a geographical 
region, but to an area of crisis, conflict and 
oil. Those who called this region where cri-
ses, conflicts and human tragedies unfold 
the Middle East purposefully designed it 
as an area of crisis and conflict a century 
ago and have pursued this design until to-
day.

At this point, we have no option but to re-
design it. In fact, problems in the region 
can be easily resolved. If the world adopts 
a humanitarian, conscientious, fair and 
democratic approach, the problems in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, 
Libya, Ukraine and Yemen can be resolved 
quickly.

We have not lost hope for the solution of 
problems

If the United Nations sincerely wishes, it 
can accomplish this result. The European 
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Union can accomplish this if it chooses to 
be active outside its borders. These prob-
lems can be solved if countries and even 
individuals pay attention and raise their 
voice against these tragedies. We have not 
lost hope, we never will.

The world, especially Europe, is raising 
brilliant young people who will not fall 
into the trap of racial, religious and sectar-
ian discrimination. I wholeheartedly be-
lieve that these young people will radical-
ly change the world and build diplomacy 
around their conscience. In Turkey, Latvia 
and other European countries, we have 
young people who ask questions and are 
keenly interested in what is going on out-
side their borders. I know that these young 
people will build a new world.

I would like to draw your attention to one 
thing in particular. Dear young friends, do 
not confine yourselves to social media. Do 
not confine yourselves to print and visual 
media. Using only social media or only 
print and visual media can keep you from 
obtaining accurate information because 
such media may be easily manipulated to 
alter perceptions. Manipulation and mis-
information operations can be carried out 
very easily on these platforms. You must 
absolutely cross check information and 
the news.

International media is carrying out com-
pletely baseless campaigns aimed at Tur-
key. Those who follow the news about Tur-
key only on these duplicitous platforms 
may not understand Turkey and its con-

scientious and peaceful foreign policy. We 
strongly defend peace and solidarity in our 
country, region and the world, and make 
our conscience the focus of our foreign 
policy. We strongly defend humanitarian 
principles and universal values in the Unit-
ed Nations, NATO, the G20 and also in the 
European Union in the context of our on-
going accession negotiations.

Turkey builds on its achievements while 
constantly developing its economy, democ-
racy and humanitarian foreign policy in 
the region and the world. We will contin-
ue to move forward. We are determined 
to maintain solidarity with our friends all 
over the world, especially with those in 
Europe. We will maintain solidarity with 
friendly Latvia which has always defended 
peace and democracy in the European Un-
ion and NATO.

It is my wish that our visit will serve the 
best interests of our future. Once again, I 
would like to thank the Latvian authorities 
for their warm hospitality towards our del-
egation. I thank the administrators, acade-
micians and students of the University of 
Latvia for organizing this gathering. I wish 
you all success and extend my sincere re-
spect.
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Esteemed Guests, Dear Friends, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

I greet you with respect and express my 
pleasure at having this opportunity to ad-
dress you at the French Institute of Inter-
national Relations, one of the world’s lead-
ing think tanks.

I thank the French Institute of Interna-
tional Relations for organizing this meet-
ing and you for your participation. I am 
in France for a one-day visit. We discussed 
relations between our countries as well as 
regional issues in depth with Mr. Hollande.

At the very beginning of my speech, there 
is something in particular that I would 

Our Well-Intended Attempts 
Regarding The Events of 1915 

Were Not Reciprocated

Conference at the French Institute of International Relations
Paris, France | October 31, 2014 
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like to emphasize. Turkey and France have 
centuries-old historical, cultural, political 
and economic relations. As two powerful 
countries in the Mediterranean region, the 
paths of Turkey and France have crossed 
many times in recent history. Although 
there have been ups and downs in our re-
lations, partnership, cooperation and sol-
idarity have mostly prevailed throughout 
history.

In 2013, the trade volume between Tur-
key and France was 14.5 billion dollars. 
Our trade volume year-to-date was almost 
10 billion dollars in August 2014. During 
Mr. Hollande’s visit to Turkey in January, 
we set 20 billion euros in trade volume as 
a goal that we aim to reach in a short time. 
We are decidedly progressing towards this 
target.

We have a good level of mutual invest-
ments. France has 6.5 billion dollars in-
vestments in Turkey. Over 1,150 French 
companies are currently operating in Tur-
key.

Another important dimension of our re-
lationship is Turkish citizens and French 
citizens of Turkish origin living in France. 
There are approximately 610,000 citizens 
of Turkish origin living in France. Those 
having dual citizenship are more than 
300,000. According to these figures, Turk-
ish citizens constitute the fourth largest 
immigrant group in France. In France, our 
citizens distinguish themselves in politics, 
science, arts and economy.

Dear Friends,

The multi-dimensional relations between 
Turkey and France firmly indicate that we 
must go far beyond where we are today. I 
believe that our solidarity and coopera-
tion will make unique contributions to the 
solution of many problems in Europe, the 
Mediterranean, the Middle East, North Af-
rica and the Balkans. 

Turkey and France cannot sacrifice their 
relationship to domestic politics

Turkey and France both have the vision of 
a great power and will, therefore, not sacri-
fice their centuries-old relations to domes-
tic political considerations or prejudice. 
In Turkey, we will always act with the vi-
sion of a great power in our relations with 
France. We are happy to note that France 
has been doing the same recently. It gives 
us hope for the future.

I can say with all sincerity that we expect 
the greatest support and contribution to 
our European Union accession process 
from France. Our history, economic rela-
tions, investments and the presence of a 
Turkish community in France show that 
France should be Turkey’s closest friend 
within the European Union. We hope to 
see this vision come to fruition. Turkey’s 
accession to the European Union is cur-
rently stalled due to some chapters that are 
blocked. We expect the European Union to 
keep its promise; we also hope that France 
will keep its promise on this matter.
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The significance and value of Turkey’s ac-
cession to the EU are clear in the context 
of many events currently unfolding in 
our region. Turkey foresaw the crises in 
North Africa, Eastern Europe, the Muslim 
countries and especially the Middle East, 
warned against them and pointed out im-
minent problems. Years ago, we predicted 
the situation in Iraq and that the country 
would come to the brink of division. We 
repeatedly pointed out that Iraq is expe-
riencing ethnic and sectarian discrimina-
tion under Al Maliki’s government and 
that this would have extremely dangerous 
consequences.

If Turkey’s warnings had been heeded and 
measures were taken, Iraq would not have 
unraveled the way it did, and peaceful and 
democratic solutions would have been im-
plemented. The same applies to Syria as 
well. We not only warned Syrian President 
Assad at the time, but also voiced our con-
cerns on international platforms. 

The tragedy we see in Syria today came to 
pass because the impending danger was 
not foreseen. Unfortunately, it was very 
clear all along that this humanitarian dra-
ma which has forced seven million peo-
ple from their homes would come to pass. 
There was every indication that this plight 
which killed 300,000 innocent people 
would happen. The terrorist organization 
Daesh emerged against this background 
in Syria and Iraq. It was not very difficult 
to predict the events that are taking place 
in Egypt, Ukraine and Libya today many 
years ago.

We spent 4.5 billion dollars on refugees

We think that the United Nations and the 
European Union are failing to take enough 
initiative and sufficiently use their influ-
ence in face of these regional problems that 
have global consequences. A simple com-
parison shows that Turkey has accepted 
more than 1.6 million refugees from Syria 
while the European Union has taken ap-
proximately 200,000 people and stopped 
admitting refugees.

We spent approximately 4 billion dollars 
on the refugees in Turkey. The total amount 
including the aid we provided in Iraq and 
Syria exceeds 4.5 billion dollars. On the 
other hand, the amount of financial aid 
provided by other countries for refugees 
is only 250 million dollars. Right now, the 
world agenda is predominantly occupied 
by Daesh and the city of Ayn al-Arab (also 
known as Kobani). 

Dear Friends, 

Daesh is not the only regional issue, nei-
ther is Kobani. The events taking place in 
Kobani - a city that is currently inhabited 
by only a small number of civilians since 
200,000 civilians have already fled to Tur-
key - are only a small part of the suffering, 
tragedy and consequences currently un-
folding in the region. The international 
community was mobilized for Kobani, but 
it remained and continues to remain silent 
on the Syrian cities of Hama, Homs, Idlib 
and Latakia where 300,000 people were 
killed. Why? The international community 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

72

has remained silent for decades while peo-
ple were killed in Iraq’s cities. 

I must place special emphasis on this point: 
The double standard that the West em-
ploys with regard to the Middle East deep-
ly affects people’s conscience in the Middle 
East. The impact of this behavior will take 
years to reverse. This damage in the Middle 
East and elsewhere will escalate unless the 
double standard is abandoned and justice 
is restored globally. Otherwise, the crises 
will inevitably spill over to the West.

It is unconscionable to focus only on the 
events of 1915 in the context of World 
War I

We must all see the impending danger, 
especially in Europe. This year marks the 
100th anniversary of World War I. Bor-
der-drawing exercises, scenarios and de-
signs that were developed after World War 
I for the Middle East are bursting at their 
seams to become global problems.

It is very disturbing that the world only 
sees and discusses the events of 1915, but 
ignores other key issues from World War I. 
In fact, all issues in the region are interre-
lated and can only be resolved with a com-
prehensive approach.

You can eliminate Daesh today, but it will 
only be replaced by another one tomorrow. 
You can save Kobani today only to see it 
replaced by another city tomorrow. If the 
PKK terrorist organization gets the green 
light and Daesh gets the red, then sincerity 

regarding the war on terror becomes sus-
pect. If one remains silent on the killing of 
300,000 people in Syria, but swings into 
action for Kobani, it raises questions about 
sense of justice. This is why a fair, inclu-
sive and comprehensive approach must be 
adopted towards the issues in the region. 
The European Union can accomplish this 
in cooperation with Turkey.

The European Union can expand and grow 
stronger by benefiting from the economic 
power and historical legacy of Turkey, and 
thereby champion universal human values 
as an ideal more broadly.

Europe’s meaningful response to rising rac-
ism, Islamophobia and the clash of civiliza-
tions lies in accepting Turkey as a member 
state. France is well-placed to see Turkey’s 
potential and make the best of it. We sin-
cerely believe that France can play a facil-
itating role in accession negotiations and 
champion European values in this respect.

Dear Friends, 

Turkey is mobilizing its historical legacy 
in order to contribute to the resolution of 
regional and global issues while enacting 
historic reforms domestically. We are com-
mitted to further reforms. Turkey grows 
stronger with these reforms in the econo-
my, domestic politics, social life, democra-
cy and human rights. 

We preserve the balance between free-
dom and security with utmost sensitivity
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We initiated a “Peace Process” to end ter-
rorism and restore social peace. This pro-
cess is ongoing despite provocations. You 
may remember the attack in Paris, France 
which was aimed at sabotaging this process 
from the very beginning. We did not allow 
this attempt to derail the process. We were 
able to prevail over similar attacks in the 
last two years. Unfortunately, the biggest 
attack targeting the peace process was con-
ducted over the past weeks using Kobani 
as an excuse. Forty citizens lost their lives 
in attacks conducted on the pretext of the 
events in Kobani. Almost all were Kurds 
killed by the PKK terrorist organization. 

In addition to these killings, civilians were 
attacked in many cities and workplaces, 
public buildings, schools, civilian and offi-
cial vehicles and even ambulances were set 
on fire. Two police officers were martyred 
in these incidents and four soldiers died 
in a heinous attack this week. We will defi-
nitely not bow to these attacks or change 
direction.

Turkey has no alternative other than peace 
and we will persistently and patiently car-
ry on with this process of peace and broth-
erhood. When we initiated this process, 
we announced that rejection, denial and 
assimilation policies against different eth-
nicities, faiths and cultures in the Repub-
lic of Turkey have come to an end. We also 
put our words into action and will contin-
ue to do so. Our Kurdish citizens living in 
the eastern and southeastern provinces are 
very hopeful and their hopes grow with 
each passing day.

Other regions of the country also whole-
heartedly support a peaceful resolution; 
they have already shown their support in 9 
elections in the last 12 years. On the other 
hand, the peace process disturbs the ter-
rorist organization profoundly even as it 
relieves the nation. The terrorist organiza-
tion is conducting attacks to sabotage the 
peace process in order to retain its power 
of oppression and establish authority over 
the residents of the region. 

Its political arm, like the terrorist organi-
zation, does not tolerate any ideology, view 
or lifestyle other than its own and tries to 
eliminate differences by means of violence 
and oppression.

We are going through a difficult and criti-
cal phase, but I would like to repeat that we 
have no alternative other than peace; we 
must secure it. We are preserving the bal-
ance between freedom and security with 
utmost sensitivity. We are proceeding with-
out compromising security, the rule of law 
or democracy. All of our practices regard-
ing security are the same as those imple-
mented in the European Union countries 
and other advanced democracies. Contra-
ry to the smear campaigns regarding the 
exercise of the right to demonstrate, the 
measures taken against violence and free-
dom of the press, we are either in compli-
ance with European standards on these 
matters or making progress towards them.

Unfortunately, Turkey is the target of ma-
levolent campaigns and disinformation 
tactics by biased circles in the West. This 
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is why the assessments about Turkey must 
be very carefully filtered.

Armenia and the Armenian Diaspora 
did not take an approach based on com-
mon sense

I would like to remind you that Turkey has 
been treated unfairly regarding the events 
of 1915 for decades. Unfortunately, the 
events of 1915 are not discussed in a man-
ner free of ideology, bias and disinforma-
tion. Despite our constructive efforts, Ar-
menia and the Armenian Diaspora did not 
take an approach based on common sense.

This issue should not be politicized and 
used a political tool. We prefer this discus-
sion to be based on history and scholarly 
study. Therefore, we announced that we 
will open our archives. It was Turkey who 
took steps to improve relations with Arme-
nia. However, our well-intended attempts 
were, once again, turned down. 

In 2015, the centenary of the events of 
1915, we will maintain our intensive ef-
forts to shed light on the truth so that it 
is heard by the world. Undoubtedly, truth 
and history will prevail in this matter over 
fiction, ideological distortion and political 
manipulation. We believe that France will 
support common sense, reason and truth 
on these matters.

I would like to end my remarks here. I once 
again express my thanks to the French In-

stitute of International Relations for or-
ganizing this meeting. I also thank you for 
your participation and extend my respects. 
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Esteemed Heads of State and Government, 
Esteemed Ministers and Heads of Delega-
tions, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you on behalf of myself, my delega-
tion and the beloved citizens of the Repub-
lic of Turkey.

I am very happy to deliver the opening 
speech at the Second Turkey-Africa Part-
nership Summit in this beautiful city of the 
friendly country of Equatorial Guinea.

I would like to thank President Obiang of 
Equatorial Guinea for his warm hospital-
ity as the host of this event. I would also 
like to thank the First Lady. I would like to 
express my gratitude to the Chairperson 
of the African Union, President Abdel Aziz 
of Mauritania, and Chairperson of the Af-
rican Union Commission Doctor Dlamini 
Zuma for their contributions to this mean-
ingful summit. I thank the heads of state 
and government, ministers and heads of 

Total Investments In Africa 
Reached 6 Billion Dollars 

Opening of the 2nd Turkey-Africa Partnership Summit 
Malabo | Equatorial Guinea | November 21, 2014
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delegation of all friendly countries partici-
pating and contributing to this summit.

Dear Friends,

At the first Turkey-Africa summit held in Au-
gust 2008 in Istanbul, I said that we consider 
Africa as one of the major centers of attrac-
tion in the future. We are very delighted to 
see that the progress made in the last 6 years 
has proven us right today. Indeed, Africa 
has regained the world’s attention with its 
remarkable social, economic and political 
progress. I would like to especially empha-
size that Turkey is delighted with the major 
transformation in the African Continent.

I am being sincere when I say that for Tur-
key, Africa has always been a land of friends 
and brothers. Turkey, with thousands of 
years of history, at least 2,000 years of state 
tradition and unique contributions to the 
heritage of humanity, has always shown 
reverence to the African Continent.

Our ancestors did not colonize these 
territories

I also would like to emphasize that the 
Turkish nation established two great states 
in the last millennium -- The Great Seljuk 
Empire and the Ottoman Empire. The Sel-
juk Empire controlled a vast area in Asia 
and the rule of the Ottoman Empire ex-
tended over three continents: Asia, Europe 
and Africa. These two great states, our an-
cestors and predecessors, never had a rac-
ist, enslaving or colonialist view of Africa 
or the countries under their control. 

We always considered the peoples of Africa 
as heartfelt friends with whom we share a 

common fate. Although our languages, val-
ues, ethnicities and appearances differ, we 
always felt like we were on the same boat. 
We always admired the ancient civilization 
of the African Continent. We never tried to 
gain politically or strategically from the 
tragedies unfolding in Africa. We always 
took a humanitarian and conscientious 
approach. Likewise, we always shared your 
enthusiasm and took pride in Africa’s ac-
complishments. The Republic of Turkey, 
founded in 1923, has maintained the same 
approach as the Seljuk and Ottoman Em-
pires. Supporting independence, freedom, 
peace, security and the right to self-deter-
mination have been the basic principles of 
Turkey’s foreign policy in Africa.

We attached great importance to relations 
with Africa from 2002 to 2014 when I 
served as Prime Minister. We worked to 
strengthen our relations with the conti-
nent. We declared 2005 “the Year of Afri-
ca” and announced our Africa Outreach 
Policy aiming to develop relations in Afri-
ca. In 2009, Turkey had 12 embassies on 
the continent while African countries had 
10 embassies in Ankara. Today, we are rep-
resented in Africa by 39 embassies and 4 
consulates. Likewise, the number of diplo-
matic missions of African countries in An-
kara has risen to 32. 

By working together, we achieved great 
progress in various areas from develop-
ment partnership, political dialog mecha-
nisms, educational and cultural activities 
to economic cooperation, trade volume, in-
vestments, contracting services and trans-
port infrastructure. As a result, we mutual-
ly completed the process of expanding our 
bilateral relations. Now we need to move to 
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a new and more advanced stage based on 
equal partnership.

Our partnership is built on a solid basis. I 
believe that the declaration and the imple-
mentation plan we will adopt at the sum-
mit today based on this understanding will 
constitute a milestone in this partnership 
and shape our goals for the upcoming pe-
riod. I would like to state that these impor-
tant documents cover the areas of coop-
eration prioritized by the African Union 
and its members. We are ready for more 
solidarity, and a productive and deeper co-
operation on matters such as agriculture, 
energy, health, education, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises, employment, invest-
ment incentives, energy and transport. As 
emphasized in the theme of the summit, 
we will work together with great determi-
nation for development and integration 
within a new partnership model.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is pursuing a multi-faceted and 
multi-dimensional policy in Africa. Our 
trade volume with Sub-Saharan African 
countries increased ten times in the last 
decade. Our investments in Africa reached 
a total of 6 billion dollars. Turkish Air-
lines is offering scheduled flights to 40 
cities in Africa. Thanks to these flights and 
an expanding flight network, the annual 
number of passengers traveling between 
Turkey and Africa for touristic, cultural, 
business or trade purposes has exceeded 
200,000. I must note that this number is 
increasing each year.

Between 1991 and 2013, we allocated a to-
tal of 3,254 scholarships for African coun-

tries at the undergraduate, graduate and 
doctorate levels. In the last two years, we al-
located more than a thousand new scholar-
ships to our African brothers and sisters at 
Turkish universities. We will increase this 
number even further. We believe that these 
young people will use the quality educa-
tion and advanced skills they will acquire 
in Turkey for the benefit of their countries 
and communities when they return.

We can train 200 specialists each year

The healthcare industry has become a 
prominent area of our cooperation with Af-
rican countries. We are very pleased with 
this development. We are getting ready to 
open a fully equipped 200-bed-hospital in 
Somalia after opening a 150-bed-hospital 
in Sudan. We will continue to carry out 
similar projects to open self-sustaining 
hospitals that are jointly operated by Turk-
ish and local healthcare professionals to 
provide model healthcare services. 

Given the hard times due to the recent out-
break of Ebola, we appreciate the impor-
tance of cooperation in the field of health-
care. I would like to take this opportunity 
to announce that Turkey has designated 
an additional 5 million dollars for our Af-
rican friends in the fight against the Ebola 
outbreak in addition to what we have done 
so far. I will provide more details on this 
matter at the round table meeting.

One of our concrete cooperation proposals 
is to provide 3- or 6-month professional 
training programs to one thousand spe-
cialists in Turkey over a 5-year period. This 
will mean training 200 specialists each 
year. Another proposal is to develop model 
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agriculture and livestock breeding projects 
together in 10 countries over a 5-year peri-
od by focusing on two countries each year. 
I can tell you that we have extensive expe-
rience in this field.

Dear Friends,

In the future, Africa as a continent will see 
its political and economic influence grad-
ually growing on the global scene. It is ob-
vious that in the future Africa, the world’s 
second largest continent in size, will play 
an increasingly active role within the in-
ternational system with its rich natural 
resources and human capacity. Moreover, 
African countries have made significant 
progress in terms of economic and social 
development, prevention of conflicts, de-
mocracy, human rights and peaceful res-
olution of problems. It is important that 
these accomplishments are preserved and 
carried further.

I believe that the African Union and oth-
er regional organizations will continue 
to play a leading role in achieving politi-
cal and economic integration in line with 
shared objectives. We also note and appre-
ciate the increasing political influence of 
the African Union that extends beyond its 
membership and the active role it plays in 
the solution of problems in member states.

I would also like to state that we will con-
tinue to contribute to the budget of the Af-
rican Union in the future, as we have done 
in the last five years. I would like to em-
phasize that we are ready for a strong, re-
sult- and project-oriented cooperation with 
African countries in their efforts to fight 
against terrorism, organized crime, drugs, 
poverty, lack of education and epidemics.

Be careful about those who describe 
themselves as education volunteers

There is something in particular that I 
would like to emphasize. I see some dan-
gerous organizations that are trying to 
penetrate Turkey and some African coun-
tries under the guise of non-governmen-
tal organizations or education volunteers. 
We are monitoring them carefully. We 
hope that our friendly heads of state and 
government will be more vigilant against 
such organizations that create clandes-
tine structures and carry out increasingly 
visible spying activities in every country 
where they operate. I would like to empha-
size that we are ready to share all kinds 
of information and take collective action 
against such organizations as they pose a 
serious threat to every country they op-
erate in, including Turkey, because they 
mask their operations under the guise of 
education or humanitarian aid.

Dear Friends,

I strongly believe that the second summit will 
mark a new milestone between Turkey and 
Africa. Istanbul is ready for the third summit 
that will be held in 2019. We are looking for-
ward to hosting you in our country. 

I hope that our summit is a great success. 
I would like to extend my best wishes and 
hopes for the future of the Turkey-Africa 
partnership. I thank all who have contrib-
uted and participated in the summit and 
salute you with all my heart on behalf of 
myself, my delegation and nation.
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Distinguished Ministers, Secretary Gen-
eral, Excellencies, Esteemed Representa-
tives, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I salute you as I open the 30th Ministeri-
al Session of the Standing Committee for 
Economic and Commercial Cooperation of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
COMCEC.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

May the peace, mercy and blessings of Al-
lah be upon you. I would like to welcome 
all our guests to Turkey and Istanbul.

I am especially pleased to host such dis-
tinguished guests for the first time as the 
Chairman of COMCEC. I have always fol-

We Are The Only Ones Who Can 
Solve Our Problems

Opening Session of the 30th COMCEC Meeting
Istanbul | November 27, 2014 
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lowed the activities of COMCEC closely and 
tried to provide necessary support during 
my term as Prime Minister. Now, it is my 
hope that we will carry out these activities 
together for the next five years. We all hope 
that COMCEC is engaged in activities that 
are beneficial for our countries, peoples 
and mankind. Our intentions are good and 
hopefully the outcome will be good, too. As I 
open the 30th meeting, I hope and pray that 
Allah will guide us, bless us and our efforts.

Dear Brothers, 

Islamic countries made significant pro-
gress recently in terms of trade and devel-
opment indicators. The share of Islamic 
countries in world trade has risen by ap-
proximately 50% in the last decade. In this 
period, internal trade improved significant-
ly as well and trade between the members 
of Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
increased by over 50%. Likewise, Islamic 
countries grew an average of 5.4 percent 
between 2002 and 2012 whereas average 
global real growth was 2.7 percent in the 
same period. These figures show clearly 
that Islamic countries are performing well 
from an economic standpoint.

However, as you may appreciate, Islamic 
countries that are performing well econom-
ically are concurrently facing the biggest 
humanitarian and political crises in history.

Dear Brothers,

Some of our member states rank at the top 
in terms of per capita income while many 

others rank among the poorest countries. 
21 out of 57 member states are in the United 
Nations list of least developed countries. At 
the end of the day, we are all human beings. 
Believe me when I say that there is no way 
of justifying this situation to ourselves. We 
all believe in one Allah and Judgment Day. 
So, even if we were able explain such an in-
come gap to ourselves and our conscience, 
there is absolutely no way we can explain 
it before that high court on Judgment Day.

We are all ummah of the Prophet (PBUH) 
who satisfied his hunger by eating a few 
dates every day. We all are the followers of 
the Prophet (PBUH) who shared the few 
dates that were given to him as a gift with 
his neighbors and companions even though 
he, his family and grandchildren were hun-
gry. He did not leave the table with a full 
stomach even for once in his whole life. We 
follow in the footsteps of a Guide who gave 
stern warnings to those who sleep on a full 
stomach when their neighbors are hungry. 
As people who follow Islam, the religion 
of brotherhood and sharing, we are well 
aware that we cannot explain and justify 
the current situation.

The Islamic World has become synony-
mous with tears and conflicts

Brothers, 

The issue is not only about poverty or in-
come inequality. The Islamic world has 
never been so closely identified with blood-
shed, suffering, tears and conflicts before. 
We witness one or a couple of Karbala-like 
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incidents in various countries almost every 
day. Our brothers and sisters are being 
killed every day. Our children are killed or 
orphaned every day.

Those who claim to be Muslims carry out vi-
cious, barbaric and brutal massacres in our 
mosques, prayer rooms and tombs which 
are supposed to be places of refuge. Because 
we fail to protect our mosques from the mur-
derers who refer to themselves as Muslims, 
barbarians trample the sanctity of Masjid 
Al-Aqsa right in front of our eyes.

Brothers,

Believe me, we have the power to solve our 
problems, stop attacks from outside and 
permanently establish peace across our re-
gion and on earth. If so desired, the blood-
shed in Iraq can be stopped. If so desired, 
the children in Syria can be saved from 
death. If we unite and act together, we can 
immediately put an end to the shame of 
Palestine’s isolation for almost a century.

Nobody from the outside will solve our 
problems; we are the only ones who can 
solve them. Let me be clear: outsiders care 
about the oil, gold and diamonds found in 
the Islamic region and about deriving ben-
efit from cheap labor, conflicts, fights and 
disagreements. Outsiders pretend to be our 
friends but only want to benefit from our 
death and that of our children.

How long will we sit back and watch? How 
long will we remain patient and put up 
with this? How long will we hide behind 
excuses in face of this suffering?

Let me ask you this: Is being a Shiite an 
excuse for silently watching children be-
ing killed, three hundred thousand inno-
cent people being slaughtered and seven 
million people being forced to leave their 
homes in Syria? Let me ask again: Does be-
ing a Sunni justify attacks on tombs, the 
terrorist organizations, the ouster of elect-
ed leaders by coups or the shooting of peo-
ple demanding their rights on the streets?

I would like to call out to my Muslim broth-
ers and sisters of all sects from the entire 
Islamic region with all my heart and sincer-
ity. Please take a step back and look at what 
is happening. Who wins? Who loses? Who 
benefits from the deaths? Who benefits 
from conflict? Who benefits from the prob-
lems between us? If we can answer these 
questions and take a step, albeit small, to 
act in light of these answers, we will have 
begun to move towards a solution.

Brothers, 

I have been harshly criticized and insulted 
by the Western media because I pointed out 
that it was the 100th anniversary of World 
War I and drew attention to the political 
designs on the Islamic region. Two weeks 
ago, I stated at the Latin American Reli-
gious Leaders Summit that Muslims had 
arrived in the American Continent before 
Columbus and I was targeted by the West-
ern media and people at home who have 
been alienated from their own culture and 
who developed a complex simply because 
I iterated a thesis based on scientific facts.
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Those who label all Muslims as ‘terrorists’ 
ignore our warnings about Islamophobia. 
Those who unhesitatingly label Muslims as 
‘backward’ turn a deaf ear to our warnings 
about racism, injustice and double stand-
ards.

They do not want us to ask questions. They 
do not want us to investigate. They get ex-
tremely upset when we remind them of 
historical facts and the history of civiliza-
tions, politics, military and science. They 
even get upset when we defend the rights 
of the poor regardless of their religion, lan-
guage and race, and talk about solidarity 
and peace across the world.

Muslims cannot support terrorism, rac-
ism and antisemitism

They are only doing what is required by the 
economic system they built on injustice. 
But we can never regard such discrimina-
tion as befitting for us or them. We can nev-
er be one of those who take lives, those of 
children too, for oil, diamond, gold, energy 
routes and insatiable greed.

We cannot support terrorism, intolerance, 
attacks on places of worship, racism and 
antisemitism. We cannot harm or hurt 
them or each other.

Brothers, 

What is more bitter than the suffering expe-
rienced in the Islamic region is the ongoing 
meaningless conflicts. What is more griev-
ous than the tragedy we are going through 

is indifference, silence and irrational excus-
es. We can find valid excuses in this world, 
but believe me, all of them will be null and 
void on Judgment Day. Innocent Iraqi, Pal-
estinian and Syrian children will demand 
an account not only from those who killed 
them, but also from those who encouraged 
their killers or remained silent.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
emphasize something once again. As the 
Republic of Turkey, we absolutely do not 
have any intention of interfering with the 
territorial integrity, domestic peace, inter-
nal affairs or politics of any country. We are 
working to join the European Union. We 
look to the West, yet we also wish to em-
brace the brothers we have neglected for 
decades. We are not looking to benefit from 
any issue in our region. Just like you, we 
take a humanitarian, an Islamic approach 
towards every issue in our region.

Brothers,  

The only way out of the crises that are un-
folding in the Islamic region which is going 
through the most unfortunate days of its 
history is unity, solidarity and alliance. We 
can solve any problem. We can overcome 
any challenge.  All we have to do is unite. 
All we have to do is come together. All we 
have to do is hold fast the hand of Allah 
and not be divided among ourselves, just 
like the Holy Quran commands. 

Whoever has personal issues, sectarian 
issues or even national interests must set 
them aside and work for the peace, stabili-
ty and welfare of the region.
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With 57 member states and 5 observer 
states, the Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion has the second largest membership in 
the world after the United Nations. Though 
the United Nations remains silent about the 
killing of our children, the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation cannot sit and watch 
this. If the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation, COMCEC, other committees, institu-
tions, non-governmental organizations and 
universities can work together, we can have 
the power to make a difference for world 
peace. We can make great contributions to 
global science again. We can make greater 
contributions to world peace and global 
politics. We can respond to any conflict in 
our region and across the world, and we can 
help the downtrodden and the poor.

We are already making great contributions 
to the global economy, but we can guide the 
global economy as well. Praise Allah, we 
have the power, background, experience 
and the potential to do this. All we need is 
alliance, unity and doing what is required 
according to the law of brotherhood. It is 
our greatest wish that the 30th Meeting of 
COMCEC will be a beginning for this new 
alliance.

Dear Brothers, 

The COMCEC Strategy which we started 
to implement last year outlines a working 
method in which member countries play 
active roles. We expect the relevant insti-
tutions of our member states to drive the 
adoption of the principles and objectives of 
this Strategy.    

I would like to take this opportunity to 
make an appeal to you, my esteemed broth-
ers and sisters.  Let us play an active role in 
all COMCEC activities and especially in the 
working groups created in the main coop-
eration areas. Let us actively involve rele-
vant ministries in COMCEC activities. 

The preferential trade system should be 
put into effect as soon as possible

Esteemed Representatives,

As you know, the Preferential Trade Sys-
tem of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration, the most important COMCEC pro-
ject in the area of trade, has been pending 
for approximately twenty years. The legal 
basis for the Preferential Trade System was 
prepared in 2011 and there are only a few 
steps that need to be taken by the member 
states to put it into effect. I would like to 
invite the relevant states to take necessary 
steps in order to put the Preferential Trade 
System into effect as soon as possible.

Another important COMCEC project in the 
area of trade is the Standards and Metrol-
ogy Institute of Islamic Countries. I would 
like to express how pleased I am to see that 
the institutional infrastructure has been 
established and that the number of mem-
bers is increasing day by day. I expect all 
our member states to lend their valuable 
support.

Another trade issue to which COMCEC has 
attached great importance since its early 
years is trade financing. Trade financing 
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has played an important role in increasing 
trade within the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation to over 18 percent in 2013, up 
from 10 percent 15 years ago. 

The International Islamic Trade Finance 
Corporation, a member of the Islamic De-
velopment Bank Group, has provided a sig-
nificant amount of trade financing so far. 
I congratulate and thank these two institu-
tions for their vigorous efforts. 

COMCEC is engaged in many significant 
activities in the area of financial coopera-
tion where industry representatives and 
institutions of the member states play ac-
tive roles. Stock Exchanges Forum, COM-
CEC Capital Market Regulators Forum and 
Meetings of Central Banks and Monetary 
Authorities are yielding successful results. 
I am of the opinion that the COMCEC In-
dex, a significant outcome of the Stock 
Exchanges Forum, will contribute sub-
stantially to capital flows into our member 
states in the near future. I invite all mem-
ber states and relevant institutions to do 
everything necessary to make this index 
an active investment instrument.   

Dear Brothers, 

We are holding a series of special events 
such as panels, special sessions and exhibi-
tions at this year’s meeting on the occasion 
of COMCEC’s 30th Anniversary. I hope that 
you, distinguished ministers and delegates, 
will actively participate in these events as I 
believe they will be very beneficial.

I hope that the 15th International Fair or-
ganized by MÜSİAD will attract special 
attention and I strongly recommend that 
you visit this fair. The International Busi-
ness Forum of MÜSİAD and the Foreign 
Economic Relations Board, I believe, will 
contribute significantly to the COMCEC 
Summit. The Palestine Trade and Business 
EXPO and the Palestinian Products Exhibi-
tion jointly organized by the Turkish Un-
ion of Chambers and Commodity Exchang-
es and the Islamic Development Bank also 
look forward to your visit.

As I end my speech, I pray to Allah once 
again that the 30th COMCEC Meeting will 
create beneficial results.

I would like to extend my appreciation and 
gratitude to our esteemed ministers and 
delegates who have actively contributed to 
COMCEC activities, the academic commu-
nity who contributed to the deepening of 
our cooperation through their academic 
studies and other relevant institutions.    

It is a pleasure to host you in our beauti-
ful city of Istanbul. I hope that COMCEC 
activities will provide positive results for 
our countries, peoples and all of mankind. 
I salute you with respect. 
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Your Royal Highness, Esteemed Co-chairs, 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentle-
men, 

I salute you with my sincere respect.

It is a great pleasure to host the 4th Turkish 
- British Tatlıdil Forum in Istanbul. 

I would like to welcome His Royal High-
ness the Duke of York and express my 

thanks for the significant contributions he 
made to the success of the Forum held in 
Edinburgh last year.

I would also like to thank all who contrib-
uted to the organization of this Forum for 
their valuable efforts and support.

We launched the Tatlıdil Forum about 4 
years ago with my esteemed friend Prime 
Minister Cameron with the aim of drawing 

Turkey’s EU Membership Will 
Add Dynamism To Europe

Turkish - British Tatlıdil Forum | Istanbul | November 29, 2014 
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the peoples of the two countries closer to 
each other. Four years later, the friendly 
atmosphere and close contacts we see here 
today show how successful the Forum has 
been. 

Turkey’s civil society organizations are ex-
tremely dynamic and active. I would like to 
emphasize that our civil society organiza-
tions have been carrying out a lot of very 
successful activities thanks to the reforms 
carried out in the last 12 years. I am sure 
that our countries that have deep-rooted 
traditions will sincerely exchange experi-
ences in the field of civil society, and diver-
sify and improve the cooperation between 
them. Hopefully, the connection between 
the people of our countries will become 
stronger and flourish in many different ar-
eas as a result of the work of this Forum.

Dear Guests,

Turkey and the United Kingdom have a 
long history of civilization, strong state 
traditions and unique global political vi-
sions. Our countries must cooperate close-
ly to take consistent, constructive and re-
sult-oriented steps on global and regional 
issues. Our strategic cooperation is critical-
ly important to defend peace, stability and 
democracy in the world. 

The historical depth and background of the 
relations between Turkey and the United 
Kingdom constitute the strongest building 
block of our cooperation. Our economic and 
trade relations are certainly the primary 
factor enhancing our strategic partnership. 

As one the world’s top foreign investors, 
the United Kingdom ranks among the most 
prominent investors in our country. Over 
2,700 British companies currently operate in 
our country proving the strength of our ties 
in this field. We will continue to support our 
business community with the aim of dou-
bling our 2009 trade volume with the United 
Kingdom by 2015 to 19 billion dollars. 

We aim to be one of the top 10 economies 
by 2023

One of our 2023 goals is to be one of the 
world’s top ten economies. We are work-
ing very hard to achieve this goal. In this 
context, I would like to emphasize that our 
economic and trade cooperation with the 
United Kingdom is very important to us; 
we would like to work closely in this area.

Turkish construction and contracting 
companies are working on large projects 
and achieving great success around the 
world. The United Kingdom has significant 
knowledge and experience especially in 
the fields of engineering and architecture. 
I believe we can build new partnerships by 
joining hands and sharing our knowledge 
and experience in these areas. We expect 
Turkish and British companies to take 
part in a greater number of joint projects 
and initiatives both in Turkey and in other 
countries.

Dear Guests,

The negative effects of the global financial 
crisis of 2008-2009 seem to be lingering on 
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in Europe. Although there has been a no-
table recovery this year, the economic sit-
uation is still extremely vulnerable. High 
public debt and unemployment levels as 
well as other problems in the financial sec-
tor contribute to this vulnerability. 

The impact of an increasingly aging popu-
lation across Europe and its burden on the 
social security systems will be significant 
for some time. Against this background, 
Turkey was successful in achieving a ma-
jor economic transformation in the last 
12 years. Here in Turkey, lessons learned 
from the national economic crisis of 2001 
helped us build a firm and unshakable 
economy since 2002.

Contrary to many European countries, we 
had strengthened our banking sector and 
reduced the budget deficit which enabled 
us to confront the crisis with a strong finan-
cial infrastructure and a low debt stock. 
Indeed, we were able to reap the benefits 
of our previous efforts during the crisis 
period. Turkey is one of the few countries 
least affected by the crisis. Our economic 
growth and national income continued to 
increase even under the challenging crisis 
conditions. 

In this context, I believe that Turkey’s G20 
Presidency in 2015 will be extremely im-
portant and meaningful. During its G20 
Presidency, Turkey will build on the activ-
ities initiated in previous years such as the 
regulation of the financial sector, financing 
of investments and the noteworthy efforts 
to address climate change. We will support 

and encourage SMEs in view of their criti-
cal role in employment and economic de-
velopment. During our G20 Presidency, we 
will also discuss the support to be provided 
to the least developed countries. 

We will maintain continuous dialog with 
the United Kingdom during our G20 
Presidency

The United Kingdom, like Turkey, did not 
cut back on international development 
aid despite general budgetary constraints. 
I would like to emphasize that we wish to 
have continuous dialog and exchange of 
ideas with the United Kingdom during our 
G20 Presidency.

We also observe that the connection be-
tween the peoples of the two countries is 
stronger thanks to the level of improve-
ment in our bilateral relations and success-
ful public diplomacy. We host 2.5 million 
tourists from the United Kingdom each 
year. 51 thousand British citizens have cho-
sen Turkey as their second home and about 
400,000 Turkish citizens live in the United 
Kingdom. I believe that our economic and 
trade relations as well as human ties will 
continue to grow and we will keep the mo-
mentum going in the future.

Dear Guests, 

Turkey is historically, geographically and 
culturally a natural and indispensable part 
of Europe.  Full membership in the Europe-
an Union is a strategic goal for our coun-
try and we have been working towards this 
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end for approximately 50 years. We imple-
mented significant reforms and took sub-
stantial steps to strengthen fundamental 
rights and liberties as well as our democ-
racy. We will carry on with this reform pro-
cess with the same speed and determina-
tion despite the political barriers raised by 
certain countries.

At this stage, it is important to overcome 
the political barriers blocking our EU 
membership and restore our people’s mo-
tivation for the accession process. Turkey’s 
EU membership will not only help us, but 
it will also provide Europe the dynamism, 
cultural pluralism and climate of tolerance 
Europe needs. We have always appreciated 
the United Kingdom’s position on our Eu-
ropean Union membership and are thank-
ful for this support.

Esteemed Guests,

One hundred years after World War I, the 
effects of its destruction, suffering and 
problems are still felt in this region. Unfor-
tunately, World War I did not solve prob-
lems, but, rather, delayed their solutions. 
One of the most important causes of the 
ethnic, sectarian and religious conflicts we 
face in our region today is the tragic legacy 
of World War I.

Geographically and culturally, Turkey is 
one of the countries most affected by the 
conflicts and crises unfolding in this re-
gion. Currently, we host 1.8 million Syrian 
refugees and tens of thousands of Iraqis 
without making any discrimination. We 

provide for all of their needs from educa-
tion to healthcare. The fate of the region is 
also our fate. 

Ending the conflict and bloodshed in the 
region is more important than any interest 
or design.  We hope that our brothers with 
whom we share a common fate will attain 
the dignified democratic life they long for 
without delay. We should not let the Syrian 
regime sacrifice its own people and the re-
gion simply for the sake of its own prosper-
ity and power. 

The international community should 
take more initiative in Syria

Silence and indecision on the part of the in-
ternational community about this tragedy 
that has been unfolding in Syria and Iraq 
for approximately 4 years are unfortunate-
ly making things harder. I would like to 
take this opportunity to repeat the call we 
have been making for the last 4 years. We 
invite the international community, espe-
cially the United Nations Security Council, 
to take more initiative in order to end the 
conflicts in the region, stop the tears and 
prevent more human tragedies from hap-
pening.

Dear Guests, 

Instability and conflict in our region have a 
negative impact not only on the region, but 
also on the world. We all observe that radi-
cal groups wage violence and terrorism by 
exploiting and feeding on the current state 
of conflict and problems. The terrorist or-
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ganization Daesh is as much a threat to in-
ternational security and stability as it is to 
the future of the region; Daesh is essential-
ly a threat to our civilization. Likewise, the 
PKK is a threat not only to our country, but 
also to the entire region. We must engage 
in a comprehensive struggle against them 
involving not only military but also polit-
ical and economic means. Turkey is deter-
mined to fight against these threats on its 
doorstep. We expect the international com-
munity to be just as determined in fighting 
against all terrorist organizations without 
any exception. 

Dear Guests,

Turkey and the United Kingdom take sim-
ilar positions on the solution of many re-
gional and international problems; there-
fore, we wish to cooperate with the United 
Kingdom to solve these regional and global 
problems. This cooperation is important 
and valuable not only for our bilateral rela-
tions, but also for the peoples of the coun-
tries and regions experiencing difficult 
times.

I believe that we will deepen and improve 
our cooperation based on our common po-
litical will and the expectations of the peo-
ples in our two countries. In this context, 
Tatlıdil Forum provides a good platform 
for drawing our countries closer togeth-
er and solving global issues. I would like 
to thank everyone who contributed to the 
work of the Forum and I salute you all with 
respect.  
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Dear Guests, Esteemed Members of the 
Turkish Petroleum Corporation,

I greet you wholeheartedly and wish you 
all the best on the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the Turkish Petroleum Corpo-
ration, a distinguished corporation in our 
country.

I congratulate everyone who contributed 
to the work of the Turkish Petroleum Cor-

poration since its foundation in 1954. By 
the way, I am the same age as this company. 
I would also like to pay tribute to all past 
employees who served the company and 
passed away. May they rest in peace.

I congratulate everyone at the Turkish Pe-
troleum Corporation from the CEO to the 
people in the field who are successfully en-
gaged in national and international oil and 
natural gas exploration and production.

Both Sides In Cyprus Are Entitled 
To The Island’s Energy Resources

Gala for the International Symposium on Oil and Natural Gas Strategies 
Ankara | December 10, 2014 
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Esteemed Friends,

As you know, Turkey is not rich in oil and 
natural gas. Although the surrounding 
countries have rich hydrocarbon reserves, 
our country unfortunately does not have 
the same resources. On the other hand, 
many of the countries rich in oil and nat-
ural gas are not peaceful or prosperous. It 
seems that oil and natural gas reserves are 
the main reason for their current instabil-
ity and the ongoing wars. Oil and natural 
gas cause tragedy and destruction even 
though they are supposed to be sources of 
prosperity. This was never our perspective 
with respect to energy. Turkey’s priority 
is to use these resources in a manner that 
will contribute to prosperity and welfare 
in society. I believe that we demonstrated 
this priority through the projects we led or 
joined. Based on this understanding, we 
went to great lengths in the last 12 years 
to make use of existing reserves on our 
territory in the economy and to find new 
reserves.

Our investments in domestic oil and natu-
ral gas exploration increased significantly 
since 2002 with the support of the Turkish 
Petroleum Corporation and private sector 
companies. Total drilling increased from 
52 thousand meters in 2002 to 305 thou-
sand meters in 2013. We aim to reach 339 
thousand meters by the end of the year. 
The economic size of the sector reached ap-
proximately 30 billion dollars in the last 12 
years. Many local and domestic companies 
operate in this field along with our nation-
al Turkish Petroleum Corporation.

Local companies benefit from the expe-
rience of TPAO

We see that the local companies in particu-
lar benefit greatly from the Turkish Petro-
leum Corporation’s 60 years of experience. 
Many private companies carry out oil ex-
ploration and production in many places 
around the country. As in other areas of the 
economy, we are happy to welcome the ex-
perience and dynamism of the private sec-
tor in the area of oil exploration and pro-
duction into our economy.

Dear Friends,

The energy sector plays an important role in 
our country’s foreign policy. Turkey is con-
ducting oil exploration activities not only 
here at home, but also in many other plac-
es around the world such as in Azerbaijan, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Russia, Kyr-
gyzstan, Libya, TRNC and Colombia. We cer-
tainly cannot be excluded from the recent 
activities in Southern Cyprus. Our vessel, 
the Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha, is currently 
in the area. We will carry on in this manner 
unless the Greek Cypriot Administration 
and Greece pay heed to our warnings.

Turkish Cypriots also have a right with 
respect to the activities conducted in the 
exclusive economic zone. Both sides have 
equal rights and these rights are protected 
by law. I would like to go on record to say 
that we are determined to defend this right 
to the fullest extent.

We are conducting oil exploration activ-
ities with our vessels now. Soon, we will 
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be able to conduct drilling activities using 
our own platforms. We conducted seismic 
surveys in the Black Sea with the Barbaros 
Hayreddin Pasha Seismic Research vessel 
which we commissioned 2 years ago. This 
vessel is now carrying out exploration ac-
tivities in the area to the southeast of Cy-
prus. I would like to take this opportunity 
to state that both sides on the island are 
entitled to the island’s energy resources. 
From the very beginning, we have stated 
that this issue needs to be resolved accord-
ing to the principles of international law. 

On the other hand, after long negotiations, 
we reached a milestone in the delivery of 
the resources in Northern Iraq to the in-
ternational markets through Ceyhan. We 
played a leading role in this mechanism 
which was also agreed upon by Baghdad 
and Erbil. Our public agencies led by our 
Minister of Energy pursued rigorous diplo-
macy on this matter. We were able to arrive 
at a satisfactory point for all parties. Our 
approach is the same with regard to Cyprus 
as well. I believe that our energy diplomacy 
will achieve the same success in Cyprus as 
it did in Iraq.

The Barbaros Hayreddin Pasha Seismic Re-
search Vessel, which is currently conduct-
ing activities in Cyprus, was purchased 
from abroad. Right now, a national seis-
mic research vessel is being built in Tuzla 
for the General Directorate of Mineral Re-
search and Exploration (MTA). Hopefully, 
this vessel will be launched next month 
and immediately begin its operations.

The Turkish Petroleum Corporation is ac-
celerating its drilling activities in the Med-
iterranean and the Black Sea. We hope to 
initiate new drilling activity in Western 
Black Sea in January. In this context, we 
may need to build a national oil drilling 
platform. Praise be to Allah, we have the 
power to build this platform in our ship-
yards. I would like to give you some good 
news in this regard. If needed, we can build 
a one hundred percent national oil drilling 
platform, which costs about 1 billion dol-
lars, in the upcoming period. Look at the 
progress we have made. Were we able to 
talk about these things 12 years ago? What 
platform or what drilling vessel could we 
have talked about? However, we are able 
to talk about these possibilities now. How? 
Because we have the power to do so.

Turkey is rapidly becoming an energy 
hub in the region

Esteemed Friends,

Turkey is rapidly becoming an energy hub 
in the region. The Iraq-Turkey Crude Oil 
Pipeline and Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Crude 
Oil Main Export Pipeline are carrying Iraqi 
and Azeri oil to the international markets 
through our country. Depending on pro-
duction, Turkmen and Kazakh oil are also 
transported via the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan 
Crude Oil Main Export Pipeline. We ex-
tended the Kirkuk-Yumurtalık Oil Pipeline 
agreement for another 20 years. We hope 
that the amount of oil transported via this 
pipeline will gradually increase in the fu-
ture.
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As for natural gas, we launched the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Erzurum Natural Gas Pipeline 
and the Turkey-Greece Natural Gas Inter-
connection in 2007. We signed an agree-
ment with Azerbaijan stipulating an an-
nual supply of 6 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas to Turkey starting in 2018. 
Furthermore, we concluded agreements 
related to the Trans-Anatolian Gas Pipeline 
Project (TANAP) for the transportation of 
10 billion cubic meters of Azeri gas annu-
ally to Europe via a new pipeline that will 
be built. The purchase agreements for the 
main pipelines of TANAP were signed in 
October. According to these agreements, 80 
percent of steel pipes for the main pipeline 
of approximately 1,800 kilometers will be 
provided by Turkish steel pipe manufac-
turing companies.

With the Shah Deniz Natural Gas Pipeline, 
we will meet Turkey’s demand for natural 
gas and contribute to meeting the natural 
gas demand of European Union countries. 
Transportation of Iraqi and Eastern Medi-
terranean gas to our country is still signifi-
cant for the domestic market and our inter-
national projects.

Now, I will touch on another important 
matter. An important item on the agenda 
of our recent talks with Mr. Putin was co-
operation in the field of energy. In keeping 
with our relations with other countries, 
we hope to maintain our cooperation with 
Russia in this field with a win-win perspec-
tive. We made some decisions in recent 
talks. We started non-binding negotiations 
and reached a preliminary agreement. If 

we reach an agreement, South Stream is 
going to end.  Mr. Putin said, “We can name 
the project Turkish Natural Gas Stream.” It 
will pass through the Black Sea region and 
a hub will be built in Turkey on its border 
with Greece. We said that we can take steps 
in this direction. If we reach an agreement, 
this line will have a capacity of 63 billion 
cubic meters. We will get natural gas from 
this line and European countries will have 
the opportunity to get as much natural gas 
as they like.

We will continue to use every means pos-
sible to meet the ever-increasing energy 
demand of Turkey as a developing and 
growing country in a reliable manner. In 
this context, we also aim to transform our 
country into an energy hub.

Our domestic companies operating in this 
field, especially the Turkish Petroleum Cor-
poration, must assume very critical roles 
and responsibilities.

In the future, we will work harder togeth-
er, produce more and make sure Turkey 
achieves its 2023 goals.

I would like to congratulate the Turkish 
Petroleum Corporations once again on its 
60th anniversary.

All the best.
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Distinguished Ministers, Honorable Chair-
man, Esteemed Members of the General 
Assembly, Distinguished Members of the 
Board of Directors, the Executive Board 
and the Board of Auditors, Esteemed Rep-
resentatives of the Business Community, 
Civil Society and Media, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, 

I greet you wholeheartedly. I pray to Allah 
that the 2014 Ordinary General Assembly 
of the Foreign Economic Relations Board 
(DEİK) will be beneficial to our country 
and our people. I would like to express my 
gratitude to everyone who served as part 
of DEİK since its founding and commemo-
rate those who passed away.

Europe’s Response To The 
Parallel State Structure 

Speaks Volumes

General Assembly of the Foreign Economic Relations Board  
Ankara | December 20, 2014 
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I also would like to thank all DEİK directors 
and members for their past efforts as well as 
the work they will do in the future as DEİK 
continues its journey with greater hope and 
enthusiasm based on its new legislation and 
structure. I believe that DEİK will continue 
to make unique contributions to Turkey’s 
stable growth and it will be a leading force 
in the private sector with its new manage-
ment, councils and members.

After the new law was passed, I personally 
attended the first Board of Directors meet-
ing on September 28. DEİK Chairman of 
the Board, Vice Chairmen, Treasurer and 
Executive Board Members were elected at 
that meeting. An Extraordinary General 
Assembly was held on October 2. You are 
now holding the Ordinary General Assem-
bly and concentrating your energy on the 
future, especially on our 2023 goals.

At this time when the world in general and 
our region in particular are undergoing 
major changes, I believe that the private 
sector will continue to raise the bar for 
success even higher under the leadership 
of the Foreign Economic Relations Board. 
I hope that our private sector will continue 
to transform crises into opportunity and 
help Turkey’s rising star shine even bright-
er. On the occasion of this General Assem-
bly, I would like to express my best wishes 
to all participants and businessmen. May 
Allah guide your path and good fortune.

Dear Brothers and Esteemed Participants,

We are commemorating the 100th anniver-
sary of a critical event in recent history; it 

has been 100 years since the outbreak of 
World War I. On Monday, we will observe 
100 years since the Sarıkamış Operation. I 
believe that it is extremely important for all 
of us to remember both World War I and 
the Sarıkamış Operation on their 100th 
anniversary. If we are ignorant about our 
past, we cannot build the future. If we fail 
to comprehend the sacrifices made by our 
ancestors and pay our debt of loyalty to 
them, we will not thrive as a people and a 
nation.

One hundred years ago, we lost 90,000 sol-
diers in the Allahuekber Mountains. We 
lost almost a million citizens in the defense 
of our country during World War I within 
a period of approximately 4.5 years.

Our nation always knew how to trans-
form autumn into spring

Today, I pray once again that Allah will 
have mercy on our fallen warriors and pray 
to those great heroes in heaven. I was at 
the Şeb-i Arus (Reunion/Wedding Night) 
ceremony commemorating Mevlana Cel-
aleddin-i Rumi in Konya on Wednesday. As 
I said on that occasion, outsiders thought 
our glorious nation had collapsed and was 
devastated; they thought that this old plane 
tree had withered and died. However, our 
glorious nation was only shedding some 
leaves before flourishing again for a new 
spring. Our experience was heart-rending, 
but we, as a nation, always believed that 
spring would follow autumn and managed 
to transform autumns into springs with 
our determination, heroism and bravery. 
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Remember how Rumi said, “Our brother-
hood is not a brotherhood of despair.” That 
is so true. This glorious nation never gave 
quarter to despair, fear or any attempt to 
sow discord or sedition that would destroy 
its self-confidence. Today, this glorious 
nation is once again rising from its ashes, 
standing tall and proclaiming loudly and 
confidently to the whole world, “I am back.”

Brothers,

2023 is not just any calendar year or an 
anniversary that solely represents our eco-
nomic objectives. 2023 is also about our po-
litical, social and especially international 
policies in addition to economic objectives. 
Do not forget that 1923 was the outcome of 
World War I that began in 1914. The devel-
opments in 1923 did not happen in a vac-
uum with no context; they were preceded 
by Sarıkamış, the victory at Çanakkale, the 
victory at Kut Al Amara, the fronts in the 
Hejaz Canal, Iraq, Yemen, Tripoli and the 
Caucasus. We fought a War of Independ-
ence prior to 1923. For nine years, the sons 
of this nation raced from one front to an-
other. Over the course of nine years, almost 
one million sons of this nation gave their 
lives for this land. University students and 
those studying medicine gave their lives. 
These were the sacrifices, the great hero-
ism that paved the way to 1923 and laid the 
foundation that resulted in the proclama-
tion of the Republic and our independence.

If we believe in 2023, then we must begin 
working towards it today in 2014. Victory 
and success do not happen automatically. 

Allah will not grant victory unless issues 
are pursued like a cause and one fights he-
roically and with dedication for that cause. 
The road to 2023 will not be a walk in the 
park. There will be difficulties, problems 
and sometimes attacks aimed at break-
ing our will, determination and devotion. 
If we give up, if we give in to defeat or if 
we surrender, then we lose, and the peo-
ple and the nation will lose. But if we are 
inspired by our ancestors, their sacrifice, 
heroism and wisdom and take them as our 
reference point, then there is no goal that 
we cannot achieve. It was not easy to get 
to where we are today. Our success since 
late 2002 was not easily achieved. You and 
I have both lived through those times and 
the calamities that this country and its peo-
ple were able to overcome.

Dear Brothers,

There were coup scenarios and some were 
even implemented. My friends and I were 
threatened. There were even assassination 
attempts. The party in power, a political 
party elected by the nation at the ballot 
box, was almost shut down. 65 percent of 
the Parliament was composed of members 
of the AK Party, yet the party faced closure. 
Protests were engineered on the streets 
and people both here and abroad wanted 
to conduct numerous operations aimed at 
our politics, our national unity and econo-
my. The last one was the attempted coup on 
December 17-25 last year.

If one scenario fails, they come up with 
another one
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If we had bowed, given in or fallen prey to 
any of these attacks or these operations, 
believe me, we would never have made 
it this far. We would not be talking about 
the 2023 vision today. They were so sure 
of the results of the coup that they had al-
ready prepared an indictment to use after 
the coup. In this indictment, they used the 
phrase “Prime Minister of the day.” Those 
who called me “Prime Minister of the day” 
became the “Hashashin (assassins) of the 
day.” No one remembers the people who 
called late Menderes the “Ex-Prime Minis-
ter”. The “group of hashashins of the day” 
who called me the “Prime Minister of the 
day” will, God willing, be completely for-
gotten in a short time, and even if they are 
remembered, they will not be remembered 
well. On the other hand, we must also re-
member that if a pawn becomes useless, 
the mastermind finds another pawn.

If one scenario fails, they come up with an-
other one because that is what they have 
been doing for 12 years. Their color, ap-
pearance, mask, disguise may change, but 
the game does not. It is the same scenario. 
People who used to be hostile to each other 
and said all sorts of bad things about each 
other embrace one another today. Why? 
Because that is what the mastermind 
commands. That is what the mastermind 
wants. People who used to be enemies are 
now working together. Why? Because that 
is what the boss wants. They cannot oppose 
or disobey the boss or the mastermind 
because they have to pay their dues in re-
turn for the promises they have obtained. 
That is why it is taboo to disobey. However, 

everything is being exposed now and that 
is a problem for them. We live in a differ-
ent era today; praise Allah, we do not owe 
anyone anything. This is why we are acting 
with such confidence and strength. It was 
the nation that entrusted us with this au-
thority and no one else; we will only be ac-
countable to the people.

Esteemed Friends,

On December 14, the judiciary initiated a 
judicial process based on allegations and 
evidence. As the President of this country, 
I am following this process very closely. 
Everything is proceeding in accordance 
with the law and procedure. The mistakes 
made by the judiciary and the police in the 
past are not repeated. No one is going to be 
lynched without due process. There are no 
media operations to alter perception. No 
matter what anyone says, this process is 
moving forward in a clean and meticulous 
way. 

However, ever since the process began, cer-
tain circles initiated a campaign claiming 
that the media is being silenced. That is 
how they present the situation to the world. 
It is very interesting that the European Un-
ion is making a statement about this on a 
holiday. Since when does the European 
Union make these types of statements on 
a holiday? How come they are so attentive? 
How come they are suddenly so sensitive 
to what is going on when they have been 
keeping us waiting at the door for 50 years? 
The international media, as usual, em-
braced this campaign against Turkey. They 
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were already provided with information 
and they knew what was going to happen. 
It is not only the international press. Even 
the institutions of the European Union that 
supposedly believe in the rule of law and 
universal values are supporting this cam-
paign against Turkey through their spokes-
persons. 

You will wait for the ruling in a state of law

When I went to the largest country in the 
European Union and said, “You are harbor-
ing and protecting the PKK terrorist organ-
ization in your country.” and showed them 
the documents, the lady at the top said, 
“There are 4000 court cases against them 
at the moment.” The result? Nothing at all. 
The answer I received from the others was 
the same. Nothing. Do you know what they 
always say? “This is a rule of law state, so 
we are waiting on the result of due process.” 

In that case, why do you want to interfere 
with the lawsuits in Turkey about the par-
allel state organization? If due process 
is what you have, what do you think is 
happening in Turkey? Is Turkey a cuckoo 
state? We have a state of law as well, so you 
will wait for the ruling made by this state 
of law and then assess the situation.

Those who want to give us advice are the ones 
embracing the person who murdered the late 
Özdemir Sabancı. That terrorist is now walk-
ing around freely in European countries. 
They catch this terrorist and then the terror-
ist walks in one door and out another. Why 
don’t you hand over this terrorist to us? 

The pawns you believe in are failing. 
Whether you like it or not, you will respect 
the decisions and actions of the judiciary 
in Turkey. You will respect the rule of law.

They say those taken into custody are jour-
nalists as if journalists cannot commit 
crimes. It happens, doesn’t it? When 50 
journalists were interrogated because of 
the wiretapping scandal in the U.K. and a 
media organization was shut down, why 
weren’t you standing up and saying that 
the media is silenced? Israel murdered 16 
journalists just this year. Why didn’t you 
say anything? Why didn’t you stand up for 
the journalists who were fired from their 
jobs for not writing positive stories about 
Israel? Dozens of journalists, some of 
whom were Turkish, were taken into cus-
tody in Egypt. They suffered violence and 
oppression. Why didn’t you say anything? 
You stand up for members of an organiza-
tion that murders police, kills guards and 
restricts people’s freedom by calling them 
“journalists”, but you ignore what is hap-
pening in the European Union and other 
countries. 

Reporters without borders never sees 
what is done by Israel

It is very strange that the report published 
by Reporters Without Borders once again 
puts the spotlight on Turkey. I was curious 
to see what they said about Israel. I looked 
through it. Israel is not mentioned any-
where in the report, but let us be fair, Pal-
estine is mentioned! It says that 7 report-
ers were killed in Palestine. They give the 
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impression that the reporters were killed 
by the Palestinians but there is not a single 
word about Israel. 

The International Committee to Protect 
Journalists visited us and I explained 
everything to them very clearly. I request-
ed relevant documents from the Ministry 
of Justice and showed them. I told them 
that these people had killed our policemen 
and guards and had bombs in their houses. 
I explained that these people are members 
of a terrorist organization using journal-
ism as a cover and that was why they were 
convicted. What do you think they said? 
“Can they be given a new trial?” I said, “No, 
the issue is closed.” Such is the file on these 
people. Is this sort of thing possible in your 
country? Can it happen in any European 
country? Why do you want this from us? 
What do they think Turkey is? 

Esteemed Friends, 

Those days are behind us. Some people say 
that Turkey’s international reputation is 
this or that. Nothing will come of it. Turkey 
did not win its international reputation by 
way of headlines, falsified reports or state-
ments from the European Union. Turkey 
already has a reputation for its strong econ-
omy. Turkey already has a reputation for 
being the voice of the oppressed. Turkey 
already has a reputation for a foreign poli-
cy that stands up for peace, the oppressed, 
victims and righteousness. Turkey’s repu-
tation is first based on its conscience, then 
its history, ancestors, people and flag.

Our country does not determine its direc-
tion based on custom-ordered reports, bi-
ased memorandums or statements from 
various podiums supporting the parallel 
organization. 

The West remained silent when the office 
of the Prime Minister was attacked dur-
ing the Gezi protests

When attacks were organized on the Office 
of the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Turkey during the Gezi protests, the Euro-
pean Union was silent. When there was an 
attempted coup against the country’s elect-
ed government on December 17 and 25, 
the European Union was once again silent. 
They said nothing about the coup in Egypt. 
What happened to democracy? Where is 
democracy? I say to the European Union: 
you talk about “advanced democracy”, but 
why don’t you stand up for it? Why don’t 
you stand up for elected officials instead 
of standing behind those who carry out 
coups? They were silent about Ukraine and 
Syria as well. 

They give us a lot of advice on Syria. More 
than 300,000 people have been killed in 
this country. To date, we admitted 1.7 mil-
lion refugees and are taking care of them. 
We have spent almost 5.5 billion dollars 
so far. We only received 200 million dol-
lars from Europe and 200 million dollars 
from different places around the world. 
The number of refugees in all of Europe 
is 130,000. Instead of giving us advice, 
why don’t you support what we are doing? 
What do they say? “We appreciate what 
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you are doing to host them.” That is what 
all of the European countries are saying to 
us. They say, “You are really housing this 
many people here. We toured and inspect-
ed your camps. There are no such camps 
anywhere in the world. You constructed 
excellent camps. You are sheltering them 
in houses, too. What you have done ex-
ceeds all expectations.” Well, that is all well 
and good, but how about some help here? 
When it comes to money, that is their God. 
We will not leave those people at the mercy 
of the bombs.

Kobani, Kobani, Kobani... That was all they 
talked about, wasn’t it? They delivered mu-
nitions with airplanes. Where did those 
munitions go? Some of it went to the ter-
rorist organization Daesh and some went 
to the PYD. Both of them are terrorist or-
ganizations; there is no difference between 
them. We explained this to the United 
States. There are no civilians in Kobani 
right now anyway. We have already admit-
ted 200,000 people to Turkey. There are 
about 3,000 fighters there right now. They 
are fighting Daesh. 

And, why aren’t you concerned with Alep-
po? Aleppo is the really important place. 
Kobani has no strategic importance, except 
to some people.

I ask my friends, “Is there a new effort in 
North Syria? Are they creating a new prov-
ince?” Assad has no problem with that. It 
is possible to create something new by 
combining three cantons. This situation 
would, of course, be a problem, a threat for 

my country. We cannot ignore this. So, why 
aren’t you standing up for Aleppo? There 
are 1.5 million people in Aleppo. Our dialog 
with them is no less than the one we have 
with Kobani. There is an economy, culture, 
civilization and history in Aleppo as well. 
Why aren’t you standing up for Aleppo? 
This is a huge question mark. We are pa-
tient, but we act in light of all the facts.

They remained silent in face of the biggest 
torture allegation in history. You saw the 
images of torture broadcast on television. 
Did they say anything? No. We saw what 
happened at Guantanamo, right? We saw 
what happened in other prisons and jails, 
right? If something like that were to hap-
pen at a prison in Turkey, I wonder if they 
would hold their peace? They would turn 
the world upside down.

Turkey is not the perimeter guard for the 
European Union

When the tide turned against them and we 
began to infiltrate the lair of the Parallel 
Organization, all of them started talking. 
Let me say it again. Those days are over. 
Turkey is not at the beck and call of the 
European Union. Turkey will never allow 
others to determine its direction much less 
pull back or bow to others. We will not lose 
any of our respect, strength or potential for 
growth. In this respect, there is nothing to 
worry about.

I believe that none of the businessmen and 
my entrepreneurial brothers who are here 
will lose any of their resolve or determina-
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tion. We will continue our journey with de-
termination and resolve. Those who draw 
up fictitious reports may carry on with their 
work. Those who come at us with slander, 
lies, biased statements and partisan credit 
ratings have lost their reputation and will 
suffer further losses. We will be careful; we 
will move towards 2023 with patience, de-
termination, vigilance and caution. 

We will recognize their determination to 
disrupt, destroy and wear us down and we 
will be more determined, resolute and cou-
rageous than they are. Their job is to hin-
der us and our job is to march on, in fact 
to run and overcome every obstacle. Their 
job is to slow us down; our job is to pick up 
speed. They will work to bring back the Old 
Turkey, but we will work even harder to 
build the New Turkey. We expect every or-
ganization in Turkey, especially those that 
interact with the world, to work extra hard 
during this time.

TİKA will work hard to reach more of the 
oppressed. The Red Crescent will be more 
active. AFAD will heal more suffering. TRT 
will be our voice to the world. The Anato-
lian News Agency is already in the process 
of becoming one of the world’s best agen-
cies. The Anatolian News Agency will be 
the voice of Turkey and all the oppressed. 
The Office of the Presidency of the Turks 
Abroad and Related Communities, the 
Yunus Emre Institutes and Turkish Air-
lines will all cover the world in the same 
way. But more importantly, our private 
sector - in other words, you, our business-

men - will shuttle back and forth around 
the world with passion, enthusiasm and 
ambition overcoming every obstacle and 
limitation. 

There is one other truth I would like to em-
phasize here. Tens of thousands of soldiers 
who froze to death in Sarıkamış with their 
eyes open and countless fallen soldiers 
look to us, you and me. The eyes of the 77 
million people in this country and all of 
the oppressed around the world are on you 
and me. If we do not do what they are ex-
pecting of us, we will be ashamed before 
our fallen soldiers and people. If we do not 
do what they are expecting of us, we will be 
ashamed before the oppressed, the victims 
and the silent masses who place their hope 
in Turkey.

There will always be a Hassan Sabbah

Please remember that there will always be 
pawns and traps. Those who betrayed the 
country yesterday under the guise of reli-
gious wise men will return tomorrow with 
a new mask. Remember, there will always 
be a Hassan Sabbah. These types never go 
away. They may set traps, but Allah has his 
own plans. They may have their own calcu-
lations and plans, but the nation will call 
them to account. That day has arrived. It is 
time to take them to account for their ac-
tions; those with treacherous designs will 
be held accountable. There is no one who 
can stop our march forward as long as we 
walk the path of our fallen soldiers under 
the leadership of our nation.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

103

Dear Brothers,

We have only 9 years until October 29, 
2023. In spite of the global economic cri-
sis and efforts to alter perceptions about 
Turkey, our progress continues unabated 
on a firm foundation. Our economy has 
been tested multiple times over the last 12 
years. Praise be to Allah, we have success-
fully passed every test. The rising trend 
in exports continues to gain strength. If 
one door closes, our exporters - bless their 
hearts - open new doors and make use of 
new opportunities. They are very success-
ful at finding new markets for themselves.

We are now moving into 2015. This will be 
a year of new mobilization in exports for 
us. God willing, we will once again make a 
rapid entry into Africa while also moving 
into South America and Latin America. 
God willing, we will travel there as well and 
have discussions on a sectoral basis. 

In energy, Turkey is now running in a dif-
ferent lane thanks to the agreements it has 
concluded, the projects it has launched and 
the investments it has made. As you know, 
the Emir of Qatar was in Turkey yesterday. 
We discussed many details in our meeting 
and, as he also stated in the press confer-
ence, he is prepared to engage in all types 
of initiatives with Turkey in every area. 
With regard to the construction sector in 
particular, the Emir said that he would like 
to see Turkish contractors in Qatar both for 
infrastructure projects as well as other con-
struction projects for the 2022 World Cup. 
All of these developments show just how 
far our bilateral relations have progressed.

When Mr. Putin was in Turkey recently, 
he said that they completely abandoned 
South Stream and that their goal was, in his 
words, to establish a Turkish Stream. All of 
these are important steps that can be taken 
in the next 3 years.

Our contractors must definitely participate 
in these projects. As President, I would like to 
state that we can never take the construction 
sector lightly because the construction sec-
tor creates a significant number of jobs. That 
does not mean that we will ignore industry at 
the expense of construction. No, we must en-
gage in both of these areas. We must succeed 
in both. We cannot do one and ignore the 
other. A great country cannot act with such 
a mentality. A great country will consider the 
construction sector, advanced technology 
and industry; we must do them all.

I would specifically like to warn the finan-
cial sector. When it comes to loans, set your 
sights carefully; you must be able to see 
both far and close to home to avoid prob-
lems. Please review the high interest rates 
you are charging on loans. We must lower 
interest rates so that our entrepreneurs 
and investors will be emboldened and 
make investments. The more investments 
they make, the more we get in terms of pro-
duction, employment and exports. Our ex-
ports will become more competitive.

The financial sector needs investors

Who is making a lot of money? The fi-
nancial sector. Those in the real sector do 
not make as much money as those in the 
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financial sector. Besides, they earn this 
money without much effort. So, we must 
cooperate on this matter. We must facili-
tate business for the investor. The financial 
sector needs the investor just as much as 
the investor needs the financial sector. We 
cannot ignore this fact. They are like flesh 
and bone. I have always told my colleagues 
that if interest rates are in the range of 
one percent in the United States, Japan 
and Western countries, we should have it 
in our country, too. Interest rates of 15-17 
percent here in Turkey are a big restraint. 
You might say, “Well, you were the Prime 
Minister. Why didn’t you take care of this?” 
Let me confess that this is one of the issues 
on which I was unsuccessful. However, we 
did negotiate these matters continually.

In spite of the pessimism projected by 
some circles, our industrial sector has 
made huge investments. The largest in-
vestments in history, genuinely large scale 
investments, are being made. Most recent-
ly, TÜPRAŞ completed a 3-billion-dollar 
investment, the largest single industrial in-
vestment in Turkish history. These are im-
portant to us. These are very encouraging 
and a significant leap forward. There are 
a number of positive developments in the 
defense industry, information technology, 
innovation, research and development, 
and branding. I would like to thank all of 
our entrepreneurs for these developments.

Last week, we signed a construction pro-
tocol for the Türksat 6A Satellite in Gebze. 
God willing our engineers, technicians and 
scientists will build this national satellite. 

We are also resolutely moving forward 
with the peace process which plays such 
a critical role in boosting the economy. As 
the parallel organization loses power, I be-
lieve that those who were hoping for con-
flict and preparing conflict scenarios have 
had their hopes dashed. God willing, those 
who tried to disrupt peace and create cha-
os by calling for street fighting and making 
extremely dangerous statements like legit-
imizing resistance in the streets will not 
succeed. These irresponsible politicians 
who tell young people to take to the streets 
and encourage violence are attempting to 
make the most of their alliance with Penn-
sylvania. In 2023, our most important and 
historic national project – the peace pro-
cess – will be, God willing, successfully 
completed. 77 million people will march 
towards the future in peace and safety. We 
will not lose hope. We will never lose our 
motivation. We did this in the past and we 
are doing it again. God willing, we will do 
it in the future.

In light of these considerations, I pray to 
Allah that the 2014 General Assembly of 
the Foreign Economic Relations Board will 
be blessed. I would like to thank all of you 
once again for your labor, the sweat of your 
brow and what you have done for Turkey 
and the Turkish economy. May Allah guide 
your path and good fortune. I wish all of 
you every success.
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Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Parlia-
mentarians, Esteemed Ambassadors and 
Dear Friends, 

I salute you all with respect and affec-
tion. I pray to Allah that the 7th Confer-
ence of Ambassadors will be beneficial to 
our country, people and the peoples of all 
friendly and brotherly countries.

I would like to thank the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs once again for organizing this 
important annual conference. At previous 

conferences, I addressed you as Prime 
Minister. Today, I am delighted to be ad-
dressing you as President for the first time.

Immediately prior to the Presidential elec-
tions and, in fact, from the moment I an-
nounced my candidacy, I made it clear that 
I was going to be a different kind of presi-
dent. As a president elected by the people, 
I want to be more active and more closely 
involved in every issue that concerns my 
country and my people.

I Want You to Stand Up To 
Western Media

Seventh Conference of Ambassadors | Ankara | January 6, 2015 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

106

Foreign policy is undoubtedly one of the 
most important areas in this respect. Ever 
since I assumed the duties of President on 
August 28, I have had numerous contacts 
during my trips abroad. We also hosted a 
significant number of heads of state and 
government in Turkey. We held consulta-
tions with them. In 2015, we will intensify 
these contacts even further. God willing, 
we will move closer to achieving our for-
eign policy goals by working in coordina-
tion with the Honorable Prime Minister, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and yourselves. 
In 2015, we will, God willing, not only in-
crease the influence, reputation and im-
portance of our country around the world, 
but also work to ensure that our active for-
eign policy ensures a privileged position 
economically, politically and socially for 
our country.

Dear Friends,

The fact that the 7th Conference of Ambas-
sadors is being held in Ankara and Çanak-
kale is very appropriate. The choice of An-
kara and Çanakkale as the venue of this 
conference is significant not only because 
of the centenary ceremonies we are ob-
serving this year, but also because of cur-
rent developments. Since last July, we have 
been observing the 100th anniversary of 
World War I which fundamentally shaped 
and changed the region in which we live. 
As part of these ceremonies, we commemo-
rated the Sarıkamış Operation and the fall-
en soldiers in that operation yesterday as 
one of the important events of World War 
I. These ceremonies, which were attended 

by approximately 30,000 people old and 
young alike, are truly very significant. 

Next will be the 100th anniversary of the 
Çanakkale Victory. God willing, we will re-
member and commemorate our victory at 
Çanakkale throughout the course of this 
year with various events that begin today. 
Also in April, we will commemorate Kut 
Al Amara, another very important victory, 
in a manner that reflects the glory of that 
event. 

In 2015, the 100th anniversary of the 
events of 1915 will be raised by certain 
circles and we are aware of what is com-
ing. 2015 shall provide an opportunity not 
just for commemorative events, but also a 
chance to better understand and discuss 
certain past incidents.

We are a victorious nation, not a defeated 
one

We will do our best this year and in the fu-
ture to ensure that history is interpreted 
correctly and facts are well-understood, by 
making use of our country’s international 
connections and people who are scattered 
around the globe. I would like to emphasize 
that yes, the Ottoman Empire was defeated 
and lost territory in World War I. However, 
the Republic of Turkey was built on the tre-
mendous victory of the War of Independ-
ence which was waged after World War I.

We are a victorious nation, not a defeated 
one. It is critical that every one of the 77 
million people here possess this under-
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standing, self-confidence and awareness. It 
is especially important that our represent-
atives around the world, our ambassadors, 
conduct their affairs with such an aware-
ness and confidence.

You are the ambassadors of a glorious 
nation renowned for its history, culture, 
civilization and especially its War of Inde-
pendence and the victory in that struggle. 
The Armistice of Mudros or the Treaty of 
Sevres cannot cast a shadow or intimidate 
us. The Armistice of Mudros is an agree-
ment concluded by the Ottoman Empire. 
Sevres, on the other hand, is an agreement 
that our newly established Republic tore 
up and threw away.

This is what all of us must understand. 
There are those who wanted to use the 
defeat of the Ottoman Empire as a means 
to put pressure on the citizens and insti-
tutions of the Republic of Turkey for the 
last hundred years. They wanted to destroy 
our self-confidence. They said, ‘You cannot 
do it. You cannot succeed.’ They said, ‘We 
will guide you and determine your bound-
aries. We will set your agenda.’ Unfortu-
nately, those who still hoped for a mandate 
or protection and could not shake off that 
sense of defeat fell prey to it and played 
the roles that they were assigned perfectly 
well. They also wanted to drag the nation 
behind them. Praise be to Allah that this 
glorious nation did not accept the role that 
was prescribed for Turkey. Turkey was not 
made a prisoner in that direction and path. 
The reforms we are currently enacting, our 
growing economy and active and bold for-

eign policy are destroying their policy and 
the 100-year-long coup designed against 
Turkey and our nation. We are freeing our-
selves from the shackles and chains placed 
upon us. 

None of the events that transpired recently 
are a coincidence. None of the crises that 
we experienced lately are events that were 
driven by Turkey’s internal dynamics. Sep-
aratist terrorism, the Gezi events, the coup 
attempts of December 17-25 and other 
attempts were planned to determine Tur-
key’s future course. They are events that 
were put into play by pawns here as well as 
by foreign actors. All of you are well aware 
of this. Well, what are we doing or what 
will we do about it? This is important. The 
sole objective of these incidents has been 
to bring back the old, dependent and meek 
Turkey that lacks self-confidence and can 
be controlled and directed. All of these 
intrigues have been planned and staged 
to resurrect the old Turkey that would be 
bogged down in a vicious cycle of econom-
ic downturns, democratic deficit and many 
problems that cannot be solved.

The December 17-25 coup attempt cost 
120 billion dollars

I would like to give you just one example. 
They planned the December 17-25 coup 
attempt around false allegations of cor-
ruption. Even by the most modest calcu-
lations, the December 17-25 coup attempt 
cost Turkey 120 billion dollars. If they had 
succeeded and managed to oust me as 
Prime Minister, the cost would have been 
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exponentially greater because they would 
have once again burdened Turkey and its 
people with inflation, interest rates, a con-
tracting economy and failing exports there-
by building the old Turkey they longed for. 
The interest rate lobby and the lobbies for 
blood and war would reap the benefits of 
such a situation in Turkey and add to their 
wealth. 

Those who failed at the December 17-25 
coup are still desperately trying to launch 
new operations. The scenario written 
around four former ministers was a desper-
ate attempt to complete the December 17-
25 coup. They failed there as well. They are 
grasping for straws. They are looking for a 
way to succeed. When those who wanted 
to bring back the Old Turkey said, “Let us 
form a commission of inquiry in the Turk-
ish Grand National Assembly,” I sat down 
with my colleagues as Prime Minister and 
discussed the matter. We said, “Let us form 
one.”  There was no reason to shy away from 
such a commission. The commission was 
formed, it performed its duties and final-
ly announced its decision yesterday. That 
decision was reached after all the work, 
expert reports etc. The decision of the com-
mission is, of course, an interim decision. 
The Parliament and the General Assembly 
will take it from here and the final decision 
will be made there. 

But is this the problem? This is not the 
problem. These people are looking for some 
gains for themselves. I believe that this Par-
liament will reach a final decision that will 
be fair based on the work and decision of 

the Commission of Inquiry. This will en-
sure that Turkey will not be distracted or 
become the subject of speculation; the Par-
liament will make sure of that. The nation 
passed its judgment on the allegations of 
December 17-25 during the elections on 
March 30 and August 10. The nation an-
nounced its decision at the ballot box. It is 
also important to note that the allegations 
of December 17-25 were tried in independ-
ent Turkish courts and this intrigue has 
been thwarted. I hope that they will not 
be allowed to plan new intrigues and that 
certain circles in the judiciary will not be 
allowed to try and influence politics.

Non-political institutions cannot 
interfere in politics

Over the last 12 years, Turkey has neu-
tralized the tutelage systems and bodies 
that held sway over politics, and ensured 
the return of political and non-political in-
stitutions to their principal duties. There 
will be no going back. Non-political insti-
tutions and non-political forces cannot be 
permitted to threaten the political process 
or resort to intimidation and manipulation 
through blackmail, fabricated evidence or 
similar means. God willing, the trajectory 
of new Turkey and the normalization of its 
institutions and laws will become irrevers-
ible like an arrow leaving the bow.

Esteemed Ambassadors,

Turkey has proven its stature before the 
whole world with its determination in face 
of crises. The operations and efforts against 
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Turkey have been thwarted by the power of 
the people; such efforts are doomed to fail 
in the future as well. It is time to overcome 
current problems and focus our energy on 
building a strong economy, a robust foreign 
policy and a strong and prosperous socie-
ty by advancing ongoing initiatives rather 
than concentrating on artificial internal 
problems. Our ambassadors must be very 
careful and vigilant at this time against all 
such operations aimed at Turkey.

The media and other groups, especially in 
the West, are engaged in an intensive effort 
to alter perceptions about Turkey. There 
are numerous articles and commentary 
in the Western media about the events in 
Turkey and they try to portray Turkey as 
an undemocratic country. These news sto-
ries are biased, prejudiced and even out-
right lies. They are not honest or sincere. 
They sit down with us, talk to us. We an-
swer their questions and show them doc-
uments. However, they still say whatever 
they want. Why? They are not sincere. They 
are not honest. That is why I am asking our 
ambassadors in particular to stand up tall 
in face of these accusations. It is time for 
you to stand up to all of these immoral and 
false reports from the Western media, this 
fake news. You each are representing the 
Turkish nation and 77 million citizens out 
there. You are the head of your mission. 
You can never compromise on these issues 
because this is vitally important to us.

You will thwart the intrigues of the 
Hashashin

We see that a group of Hashashin is en-
gaged in intrigue in Western parliaments. 
Who is going to thwart this? It will be up 
to you, our ambassadors, to thwart these 
intrigues. Let us know what information 
and documents you need. We will address 
these issues boldly and directly. We will 
speak with everyone. We do not have the 
luxury of back-pedaling from these issues. 
We will attack them head on. 

This nation has a sense of responsibility 
and strength rooted in its history. We can-
not ignore this. No one can determine our 
agenda for us. Today, we are an agenda-set-
ting country in the world. 

The parallel organization has experienced 
a massive defeat in Turkey. We see that it is 
looking for new masters and a position as a 
hired gun. They want to betray their country 
and people, and would like to use the inter-
national media for this very purpose. We also 
know where and how they have so lavishly 
spent their money. We know how and where 
they treat people to dinners. What is the real 
reason behind all of these efforts? They do 
this because they want to create a lobby for 
themselves and keep up their clandestine 
work. We are stronger than they are. This 
parallel organization will soon be included 
in the National Security Policy Document 
and we will unveil the truth about them for 
the whole world to see. The National Secu-
rity Council has already made a recommen-
dation on the matter. Our government ap-
proved this recommendation in the Council 
of Ministers. It will now be included in the 
2015 National Security Policy Document. 
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It is obvious that our ambassadors need to 
work harder with their staff to make sure 
the truth is heard. Others are trying to bad-
mouth Turkey and ruin its reputation by 
referring to the freedom of the press, ter-
rorism, police intervention, counter-ter-
rorism measures and the terrorist organi-
zations in Iraq and Syria.

Then, this Tahşiye incident takes place and 
results in an operation. How do they put a 
spin on this incident? By relating it to free-
dom of the press. It is not about the free-
dom of the press. Freedom of the press is 
far more advanced in Turkey than it is in 
the West. Try if you can attack a President 
or Prime Minister over there like they do 
here. You cannot. You cannot do it in France 
or Germany. You cannot do it in Russia or 
the United States. You and I know this fact. 
That is why you have to draw attention to 
these matters.

They cannot shake their fingers at Turkey 
anymore

Those who cannot or will not see the ris-
ing threats, oppression and serious viola-
tions in their own countries are trying to 
ease their conscience by using Turkey as a 
scapegoat. We will not bow to any of them. 
I will say it again. Turkey is not a country 
that anybody can arrogantly blame or ac-
cuse by shaking their finger at us. Those in 
the habit of doing so need to stop it. Those 
in the habit of shaking their finger at Tur-
key need to see that there is a New Turkey 
now and they should take note of Turkey’s 
economy, democracy and foreign policy. 

The European Union in particular needs 
to review its policy on Turkey. They have 
stalled long enough and wasted enough 
time. It is pitiful to see that the EU is still 
occupied with teaching Turkey a lesson in-
stead of recognizing the seriousness of the 
threats and dangers it faces and looking 
for ways to resolve them.

Racist and discriminatory activities, es-
pecially those targeting Muslims, have 
increased so much that they cannot be 
disregarded anymore. Is such racism and 
discrimination part of the EU acquis? 
Shouldn’t it be opposed? There are vile 
attacks organized against Muslims and 
mosques every day. Unfortunately, racist 
groups are gaining more sympathy and 
are welcomed in some Western societies. 
We are constantly drawing attention to 
the problem of Islamophobia and warning 
about the need to take measures against it. 
Islamophobia has now become a serious 
threat in Europe. You know what they did 
to the Roma community. If this matter is 
not addressed today and populism takes 
European politicians prisoner, the values 
of the European Union and Europe will be 
open for debate.

Dear Friends,

Turkey’s position on the issue of Syria is 
being proven right with each passing day, 
but they cannot say so. We have been tell-
ing our Western allies all along that the 
problems in this country cannot be re-
solved by restricting the fight to Daesh and 
Ayn Al-Arab. The oppression of the Assad 
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regime is the root cause of the problem and 
Daesh is a consequence. Daesh became a 
significant threat due to the long-standing 
sectarian, separatist and divisive policies 
in Iraq. Another salient factor in this out-
come has been the indecisiveness of the in-
ternational community or, in other words, 
the incapability of the United Nations to 
take action.

Former NATO Secretary General Rasmus-
sen gave a speech in Gaziantep. In his 
speech, he said, “This situation cannot 
be resolved with air operations alone. A 
ground operation is necessary.” We said 
this from the very beginning. We said, 
“You cannot achieve results here without 
a ground operation.” In our talks with the 
US President about Ayn Al-Arab, we said, 
“Why Kobani, Ayn Al-Arab? What is the 
strategic importance of this place for you?” 
Do you know what he said? “If we do not 
provide them with munitions, Kobani will 
fall in two days.” It has been two months. 
Has it fallen? Some of the munitions that 
they delivered went to Daesh and some to 
the fighters there. What happened? There 
is no change in the situation. 

We must work hard to end the oppression 
in Palestine

On our visit to France, I said to President 
Hollande, “This is not a strategic location. 
Aleppo is the strategic location. Are you 
working on Aleppo at all?” The following 
day, he explained the importance of Alep-
po and brought attention to the matter in 
an article in Fabius magazine. We must 

be realistic. But when others have hidden 
agendas, we have to think twice. After all, 
the goal in Kobani, Afrin, Kamışlı was 
something else. There is another strategic 
calculation there.

Turkey is not gullible enough to fall for 
this. So, we will do what we have to. Why? 
Because we have a 950-kilometer border 
with Syria. Turkey’s priorities are impor-
tant here. But what is it to you? What are 
their priorities? For Iraq, it is oil. We un-
derstand that. What is it for Syria? They 
are trying to reorganize things there. It is 
important that as ambassadors, you act on 
these priorities. 

Now, let me move on to another issue. In 
2014, Jerusalem witnessed the most hor-
rific examples of the freedom of religion 
being violated and trampled upon. Israel 
continued to increase its aggression in oc-
cupied Palestinian territories, especially in 
Jerusalem and Temple Mount. We sent a 
letter to the UN Security Council express-
ing our views about the inalienable rights 
of Palestine and the protection of Jerusa-
lem. You all know that we called upon the 
Security Council to take action to fulfill its 
responsibility to safeguard international 
peace and security. We will carry on with 
our efforts in this regard. We will continue 
to work for an end to the oppression in Pal-
estine and the discriminatory policies in 
this regard. I believe that the recognition of 
Palestine as a state by parliaments in var-
ious countries shows that we are moving 
in the right direction. Our hope is that Pal-
estine achieves the place it deserves in the 
international arena without further delay.
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Armenia’s one-sided interpretation of 
history

Esteemed Ambassadors,

In spite of our determination to normalize 
relations between us, Armenia is choosing 
instead to focus its energy on the so-called 
genocide claims. It continues to impose its 
own point of view and its own recollection 
of events through a one-sided interpreta-
tion of historical events and politicizes the 
issue. I know that our Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is already conducting intense and 
in-depth work on the issue in coordination 
with other relevant bodies. I know that 
your discussion during the 2015 Confer-
ence of Ambassadors will focus primarily 
on our actions about this issue. I believe 
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs will 
address these allegations actively in coor-
dination with all relevant bodies.

Esteemed Ambassadors,

We are very concerned about the continu-
ing conflict in Libya and the damage being 
inflicted on the civilian population and the 
infrastructure by air strikes as well as the 
failure to initiate political dialog between 
the parties. The ruling by the Libyan Su-
preme Court to cancel the general election 
has created a new situation in Libya. The 
slow and hesitant reaction by the inter-
national community to this ruling only 
makes the current crisis more complicat-
ed. The only way out of the crisis in Libya is 
through inclusive political dialog and na-
tional reconciliation. Therefore, the inter-

national community must work to ensure 
a cease-fire and set aside the discussion 
about legitimacy.

To ensure the success of the ongoing ef-
forts to resolve the problem, it is critical 
that no foreign intervention is made at this 
time.

Dear Friends,

As you have recently witnessed, we are 
making every effort to provide our ambas-
sadors and consul generals with proper fa-
cilities and working conditions that reflect 
well on our nation and state. 

As I conclude my remarks, I hope that the 
7th Conference of Ambassadors is a suc-
cess and ask you to convey my greetings 
to your families and to the citizens of the 
friendly and brotherly countries where 
you are posted. I wish you every success in 
your duties and extend my respects and af-
fection to you all.
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Esteemed Participants, Distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you with utmost respect.

I hope that the Energy Markets Summit 
organized by the Association of Energy 
Experts and hosted by the Energy Mar-
ket Regulatory Authority (EMRA) will be 
beneficial to our country and the sector. I 

would like to publicly thank everyone in-
volved in organizing this summit as well as 
all participants who will contribute to the 
discussions with their ideas and expertise.

Dear Friends,

Energy is a critical issue for Turkey today. 
As you know, Turkey is not rich in natural 
resources. Our oil and natural gas reserves 

We Are Determined To Bring 
Nuclear Energy To Our Country

Energy Markets Summit | Ankara | January 20, 2015 
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are very limited. Even if we were to utilize 
all other resources, it would still not be 
possible to eliminate our dependency on 
foreign energy. 

However, our country does have an impor-
tant advantage when it comes to energy. 
Turkey is a bridge between regions rich in 
energy resources and the developed coun-
tries that need these resources. Ensuring 
secure, stable and economic transportation 
of energy resources is, strategically, at least 
as important as owning these resources.

As you may have noticed, energy is one of 
the important elements that led to some 
difficulties and attacks on our country 
in recent years. It is no accident that the 
phone of the Minister of Energy is tapped 
and the recordings are delivered to certain 
places. This is something we really need to 
consider carefully. Listening in on conver-
sations that include the details of Turkey’s 
energy policies and making them public 
through the media should probably not 
be regarded as journalistic work. In fact, 
we see that those who want to throttle 
Turkey’s economy first attack the energy, 
finance and construction sectors and the 
businessmen who invest in these sectors. 
The call to bring the economy to a stand-
still during the Gezi protests is one of the 
clues showing that the real intent had to do 
with other issues and nothing to do with 
the trees. The people and companies that 
they targeted and tried to bring down in 
the coup attempt on December 17-25 also 
show us the true intent of this attempt.

Our energy projects are upsetting some 
people

We know exactly who is upset by Turkey’s 
energy projects, such as TANAP, the sale 
of oil from Northern Iraq to the world via 
Ceyhan and the nuclear power plants at 
Akkuyu and Sinop, and we know why. In 
fact, we know for a fact that some of the 
provocation aimed at derailing the peace 
process comes from the same quarters. Al-
though they will not be happy to hear this, 
I will say it clearly; Turkey will continue to 
grow and develop its economy and democ-
racy in accordance with the 2023 goals. We 
made a promise to 77 million people. Fur-
thermore, we also have responsibilities to 
hundreds of millions of our brothers from 
the Balkans to Africa who believe in us and 
rely on us to help fulfill their dreams.

The days when Turkey could be derailed 
by setting off a few bombs, engineering 
political crises or financial manipulations 
amounting to 3-5 billion dollars have 
been left behind. That was the Old Turkey. 
Thank God, the people will no longer toler-
ate these games.

The direction of the New Turkey is solely 
determined by the people and their will. 
Anything to the contrary is simply useless. 
The truth behind Gezi and the events of 
December 17-25 has been unveiled and 
there is still more that will be revealed. 

We are doing and will do whatever is re-
quired. We know about the intrigues in 
Cizre today. We are taking appropriate 
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measures. Imagine people wearing official 
uniforms of the state, driving armored ve-
hicles belonging to the state and planting 
bombs on roads! Thankfully, another state 
official was able to catch them. We are en-
tering their lair.

We are well aware of the motives and mo-
tivations that drive the efforts to associate 
our country with terrorism in the interna-
tional arena. We are also well aware of the 
alliance between certain circles - foreign 
and domestic - that aim to divert Turkey 
from its objectives and current path. We 
recognize very clearly the efforts to stoke 
unrest and can identify those adding fuel 
to this fire.

The Presidency, our government and rele-
vant authorities are monitoring and evalu-
ating these developments in a coordinated 
fashion. We determine our policies accord-
ingly and implement them methodically. I 
would like to emphasize that while every-
one make their own plans, Allah makes 
his and Allah’s plans are above all else. I 
believe that we will overcome these chal-
lenges as a result of our nation’s foresight 
and the competence of our government so 
that we will continue to march towards our 
2023 goals with determination.

Energy consumption in the world is 
inequitable

Esteemed Friends,

Unfortunately, energy as a resource is most 
inequitably distributed in the world. Today, 

there are 1.3 billion people in the world de-
prived of electricity. The total electricity 
consumption of the 800 million people in 
Africa is equivalent to the consumption of 
a single city in the United States, such as 
New York. Priority must be given to ener-
gy investments in underdeveloped coun-
tries in order to correct this imbalance and 
overcome the lack of energy. We need in-
ternational companies and organizations 
to be more sensitive to this issue. As you 
know, our Minister of Energy is serving as 
the President of the International Energy 
Agency. Last month, Turkey also assumed 
the G20 Presidency. In November, we will 
be meeting in Antalya. We will make use of 
these multiple opportunities to bring the 
problems of the energy-impoverished re-
gions in the world and other issues to the 
attention of the international community. 
In this respect, a number of international 
events as well as a meeting of energy min-
isters will be organized in the near future. 
Our aim is to actively and effectively uti-
lize the east-west and north-south energy 
corridors since Turkey lies at the heart of 
both of these corridors.

We have already taken important steps to 
become a bridge from the Middle East and 
the Caspian Basin, which contain a signifi-
cant portion of existing energy reserves, to 
the rest of the world, and will continue to 
work in this direction.

We do our utmost to ensure that energy 
resources become a source of peace and 
prosperity and not of conflict and destruc-
tion. We are mobilizing the full force of our 
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historical and geographical ties and all dip-
lomatic means in an effort to play a leading, 
guiding and constructive role in this area. 
This remains a priority for us with respect to 
all important projects that we participate in.

We also successfully completed the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan crude oil pipeline and 
the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum natural gas 
pipeline. The Kirkuk-Yumurtalık Oil Pipe-
line was occasionally inactive due to the 
problems in Iraq, but it is now operational 
thanks to our intensive efforts. Last year 
in Baku, we laid the foundations for the 
Southern Gas Corridor which will supply 
natural gas to Europe. Now, we are work-
ing on the implementation of new projects. 
We hope to break ground for the TANAP 
project in March. Our goal is to commence 
the flow of gas in this pipeline in 2018.

I believe that we will make progress on 
new projects in Iraq as greater stabili-
ty is ensured there. In Cyprus, we will do 
everything to defend the legal rights of 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
against the unjust and uncompromising 
approach of the Greek Cypriots. There will 
be no concessions on this policy. We will 
continue to do everything in our power to 
transform oil and natural gas into a means 
for peace and prosperity.

We must rapidly expand our energy 
investments

Dear Friends,

Turkey’s amazing progress in the last 12 
years has resulted in a significant demand 

for energy. Today, we consume twice as 
much electricity as compared to 12 years 
ago. By 2023, we will be consuming twice 
as much as we do today. This means that 
we must rapidly expand our investments 
in energy. When population, economic 
growth and other factors are taken into 
consideration, 120 billion dollars must be 
invested in energy by 2023.

When I was Prime Minister, we mobilized 
both public resources and the private sec-
tor to meet our country’s energy needs and 
encouraged investments in this area. As a 
result, we were able to raise the share of 
the private sector from 32% to 68.5% in 
installed power. Today, it has risen to 72%. 
The participation of the private sector al-
lowed us to save on public funds which we 
could earmark for important areas like ed-
ucation, healthy, justice and security.

We are focusing heavily on oil and natural 
gas exploration activities and mobilizing 
work on alternative sources of energy in 
order to reduce our energy dependency. 
We are aiming at making more effective 
use of our coal and hydroelectric resourc-
es. We also made significant progress in 
using renewable energy resources such as 
wind and solar energy.

We will utilize the resources that we have 
in the best way possible without disturb-
ing, destroying or polluting the environ-
ment. We are just as concerned as everyone 
else about the environment and nature. In 
fact, we are much more sincere and down 
to earth on this subject. We are aware of 
the balance between our responsibility to 
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our country and its people as well as our 
responsibility to nature, and we act accord-
ingly.

Any deficiencies or problems in this area will 
be resolved. On the other hand, it should be 
known that Turkey will never refrain or turn 
back from more growth and development. In 
this context, we are also determined to bring 
nuclear energy to our country. The electricity 
grid with 1.2 million kilometers is the second 
longest in Europe and the 5th longest in the 
world. We ensure the problem-free operation 
of this vast system which is the foundation 
of our country’s development and prosperi-
ty. We also continue to improve and expand 
this network.

Our energy infrastructure makes progress 
with each passing day in terms of securi-
ty of supply and distribution. We are de-
termined to continue on this path and 
strengthen our position further in accord-
ance with our 2023 goals.

I would like to say this once again: I find it 
interesting that energy is one of the chap-
ters that is blocked in the EU member-
ship negotiations despite the important 
achievements we have accomplished in 
the field of energy. “Tell us what is lack-
ing.” There is no answer. “Tell us what the 
problem is.” There is no answer. There is 
no answer they can give. The same is true 
on other issues and chapters. They used to 
talk about the Nabucco pipeline, but they 
failed to get it done. God willing, TANAP 
will soon begin to flow, but they will still be 
standing there as onlookers.

It is necessary to be honest and sincere. We 
can be ready within 2 or 3 months on any 
chapter of the acquis as long as the Europe-
an Union says that they are ready. Turkey 
is ready, but they are not. As I have always 
said, we will continue to move forward 
based on our own goals. No one should 
doubt that all countries and organizations 
that embark on this journey with us will 
benefit in the end.

I would like to once again express my hope 
that the Energy Markets Summit will be a 
success and extend my greetings to all of 
you.
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Honorable Chair, Distinguished Council, 
Distinguished Speakers of Parliaments from 
Brotherly Countries, Esteemed Parliamen-
tarians, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you with sincerest respects. May the 
mercy and blessing of Allah rest upon all of 
us. I pray to Allah that the 10th Conference 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
will bring blessings to the Muslim world, our 
countries, peoples and mankind. I would like 
to thank everyone involved in organizing the 

10th Conference, particularly the Office of 
the Speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly and the Honorable Speaker. 

I welcome all of the speakers of parliament 
from brotherly countries, the parliamentari-
ans and all of our esteemed guests who are in 
Istanbul for this conference and other activi-
ties of the Parliamentary Union. 

Honorable Speakers, Esteemed Parliamen-
tarians, Distinguished Guests,

When Muslims Are Silent, Modern 
Day Lawrences Step In

10th Conference of the Parliamentary Union of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (PUIC) | Istanbul | January 21, 2015 
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In verse 38 of the Shura surah in the Qur’an, 
Allah directs us to a clear path. ‘Estaizu 
billah Bismillah ve emruhum şura beynu-
hum’ (They conduct their affairs with mu-
tual consultation.) Yes, the concept of par-
liament, the idea of doing things through 
mutual consultation, was adopted by us at 
the time of the Prophet (PBUH) and is still 
valid today. 

I would like to emphasize that the Turkish 
Grand National Assembly was established 
and inaugurated on April 23, 1920 with 
this understanding. On April 23, 1920, 
verse 38 of the Shura surah was hanging 
on the wall behind the speaker’s platform 
at the Turkish Grand National Assembly. 
It is very significant that the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation and the Parliamen-
tary Union were created with exactly the 
same approach. This Organization and the 
Union are critically important as a tool for 
finding solutions to issues about our in-
dividual countries, regions and the entire 
world. The gathering of Islamic countries 
and their Muslim representatives on such 
a broad platform is truly a unique opportu-
nity to discuss current issues affecting our 
present and future.

We must take full advantage of this oppor-
tunity. We must discuss current issues, the 
problems faced by our countries, peoples 
and the Muslim world without fear, hes-
itation or any complex, and in complete 
transparency; furthermore, we must find 
solutions to these problems.

Dear Brothers,

We may speak different languages, come 
from different regions and ethnic back-
grounds, belong to different sects, but al-
most all of the speeches I just heard were 
the product of our collective wisdom and 
reasoning. All of us are united under the di-
vine message of the Qur’an and under the 
Prophet’s banner of peace. We are brothers 
and members of the ummah.

Serious operations are being conducted 
against the Muslim world

There are some issues where we fall silent 
and only the Qur’an speaks. There are some 
problems where we fall silent and only the 
true Ahadith of the Prophet (PBUH) speak. 
Sometimes, there are such heart-rending, 
heart-breaking events that national inter-
ests and sectarian differences must take 
a back seat, all disputes and artificial dif-
ferences must be discarded, and the spirit 
of brotherhood and unity be revived. The 
Muslim world and members of the Muslim 
faith are facing exactly this sort of extraor-
dinary times.

Serious operations are being conducted 
against the Muslim world. Muslims are 
turned against one another and kill each 
other. Let me remind you that the blood 
being shed is the blood of Muslims. Those 
dying and those doing the killing are both 
Muslims. This shows that we are moving 
away from our values. Therefore, we live at 
a time when the differences and controver-
sies between us need to be replaced with 
collective wisdom, shared excitement and 
common solutions.
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Brothers,

I would like to say clearly and with utmost 
sincerity that it is inhumane and un-Islam-
ic to focus on interests, ideology, sect or 
party lines with respect to the humanitar-
ian tragedy unfolding in Palestine almost 
every day for the last 100 years.

It is wrong to view the almost daily attacks 
on our mosques, tombs and mausoleums 
in Iraq that bear the sacred memories of 
Ahl al-Bayt in terms of strategy, current af-
fairs, self-interest or with a sectarian point 
of view instead of as a human and a Mus-
lim. This does not reflect Islamic values.

In the same way, it is inhumane, uncon-
scionable and a violation of Islamic values 
to view the killing of 350,000 people, the 
displacement of more than 7 million peo-
ple who had to leave their homes and lands 
in Syria and the brutal killing of dozens of 
people, women and children every day as 
a matter of power or sectarian differences.

There are 1.7 million muhajirs in my 
country

Who are the dead? Muslims. Who is doing 
the killing? A terrorist state that claims to 
be Muslim. There are 1.7 million refugees 
in my country right now. Who are they? 
They are our Muslim brothers from Syria. 
We spent 5.5 billion dollars for them so far. 
Is there any support from the rest of the 
world? 250 million dollars. How many Syr-
ian refugees are there in Europe? 130,000. 
There are about as many refugees in Leba-
non as in Turkey. There are also almost one 
million in Jordan. This is where we are.

Brothers,

My question is how can it be justifiable 
to protect those who kill their Muslim 
brothers? If we are to debate this issue in 
this consultative assembly, we must do it 
openly and clearly with the aim of drawing 
up a final declaration which can then be 
communicated to the governments of our 
countries.

The situation is the same in Afghanistan. 
It is the same in Egypt and Libya. We must 
put aside our differences and disputes, and 
reconsider these problems, conflicts, wars, 
terrorism, poverty, racism and discrimina-
tion. 

As Muslims, we believe in Judgment Day. 
But let us not forget that Allah is the Lord 
of the Judgment Day. He will definitely 
take us to account about these matters irre-
spective of whether we are Sunni or Shia. 
This absolute truth is not altered by wheth-
er or not we are Turks, Arabs, Kurds, black 
or white.

I would like to remind you that sooner or 
later we will give an account for what we 
did as well as what we had the power to 
do but did not do. I would like to address 
each of you and the world from this very 
important platform of consultation for the 
entire Muslim world. Does the breaking 
of our hearts when innocent children are 
killed in Palestine relieve us of our respon-
sibility? Is our anguish enough to save us 
when hundreds of thousands of people die 
next door to all of us in Syria, millions are 
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displaced and children die of starvation 
or exposure in camps? Are we absolved of 
responsibility when brother kills brother, 
even in mosques and tombs, in Iraq and 
we choose to remain silent because of the 
religious affiliations of the killer and the 
victim?

Brothers,

There is now a terrorist group called Daesh. 
They kill Muslims in the name of Islam. 
First of all, one must ask where they get the 
authority to do such a thing. A terrorist or-
ganization which kills Muslims is at odds 
with the very spirit of Islam and yet here 
they are.

Muslims should resolve their disputes 
among themselves

We see what is happening in Iraq, where 
currently 40% of the country is under oc-
cupation. Terrorism is raging through Syr-
ia in the same way. Thousands of people 
have been killed in Iraq. We need to turn 
to ourselves first; we need to question our-
selves. Foreigners come in, drop bombs and 
kill people. Therein lies the problem. Why 
do we let them deal with our problems and 
not take care of them ourselves? Why do 
we leave it to them? We need to resolve 
problems among ourselves. We should not 
leave it up to them.

There is drama in Afghanistan, starvation 
in Somalia and unrest in Libya. Libya is to-
tally disintegrated. Does Libya have mon-
ey? Libya has money. But where is Libya’s 

money? Unfortunately, Libya’s money is in 
the West. Libya is wealthy but suffers pov-
erty and is now totally divided. Those who 
have designs on Libya are thinking about 
the oil. 

Brothers,

All of us know very well that if we want to, 
if we really want to, if we lock arms with 
each other and fulfill the requirements of 
brotherhood on the path commanded by 
the Prophet (PBUH), we can easily over-
come all of the problems in our region. We 
have the necessary strength to do this. We 
have sufficient intelligence, experience 
and know-how for this. If we so desire and 
unite in cooperation, we can rebuild the 
brilliant civilizations we established in 
history in Bukhara, Samarkand, Isfahan, 
Baghdad, Cairo, Granada, Cordoba, Istan-
bul and dozens of other cities. 

We do not need mediators to talk to each 
other. We do not need translators to talk 
to each other. We already communicate 
with the language of our hearts. As people 
who pray towards Kıbla, we can speak with 
the language of the heart and soul; we can 
work together effectively about the issues 
between us as well as regional issues and 
even issues that concern mankind as a 
whole.

When Muslims remain silent, when the 
leaders of the Muslim world sit with their 
hands and feet tied, and each sect supports 
only its own followers and does nothing 
about the tyranny visited on another sect, 
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the foreigners get involved. That is when 
the seditionists, terrorists and the mod-
ern-day Lawrences get involved. Decisions 
about Syria are made not by us but by oth-
ers as our brothers are killed every day. It 
is not the parliamentarians in this room or 
the parliaments to which you belong that 
are discussing the matter and making de-
cisions about the future of Syria. It is other 
powers, other groups and other circles.

The desire of billions of Muslims has no 
impact on the decision-making mecha-
nisms of the United Nations or the United 
Nations Security Council; they do not take 
it into consideration.

The world is bigger than 5

When a decision is to be made about 
Iran, Iraq, Palestine and especially Syria, 
it is made by five members of the United 
Nations, not by the Muslim world or by 
Muslim countries. I am not talking about 
the non-permanent members. They do not 
have any influence to speak of. However, 
one of the five permanent members can 
veto the right decisions and stop the pro-
cess.

I would like to say right here and now that 
the world is bigger than 5. Is there a sin-
gle Muslim country among these five? No. 
When we look at this in terms of conti-
nents, we see that Europe, Asia and Amer-
ica are represented there. Are there repre-
sentatives from other continents? No. So, 
is the fate of the whole world in the hands 
of these five members? What kind of jus-

tice is that? The world is no longer as it 
was after World War I; we live in a differ-
ent world now. A politician must always 
adjust himself to current conditions. If 
you cannot adjust to the current situation, 
you cannot be a politician and you cannot 
achieve success for your country. So, it is 
essential that the UN Security Council is 
reformed. Are all of the 196 countries that 
are members of the UN satisfied with the 
current arrangement? I do not think so. 
Everyone I talk to says, “You are right.” But 
when it comes to implementation, it is the 
will of the imperial, ruling powers that is 
implemented.

Brothers,

Right now, there are 56 members in the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation. But, 
do we have a voice there? No. What is our 
influence? Shouldn’t we be contemplating 
this question? Shouldn’t we be questioning 
this? Almost one-third of the UN is com-
prised of Muslim countries. Are we going 
to sit idly by and do nothing? If we are, 
there is no point in having these meetings. 
The Iranians have a nice saying. I remind 
them of it all the time. I would like to use it 
here as well. “They sat, they spoke and they 
went their separate ways.” If we just sit 
and speak and then go our separate ways, 
there is no point to any of this. But if we 
sit, speak, make decisions and implement 
them, then we will see results. This is what 
we must do. It is now imperative that a fair 
and equitable mechanism of representa-
tion is adopted in order to resolve global 
and regional problems.
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Brothers,

You can be sure that no one is going to give 
us this right. If we really want this right, 
we are going to have to take it. If you sit 
and wait for them to come and give us this 
right, you will wait a long time. We must 
proclaim to the whole world with a power-
ful voice that we are a force to be reckoned 
with, that we deserve to be treated fairly 
and that we can make our own decisions.

Terrorist organizations can never repre-
sent Muslims

The Muslim world will undoubtedly have 
to engage in some self-criticism with its 
leaders, intellectuals and scholars. I must 
emphasize that we, not others, must jointly 
determine how we engage in self-criticism, 
our method and direction. We must be the 
ones doing this. Terrorists and terrorist or-
ganizations can never represent the Mus-
lim world. They are not our spokesmen 
and will never be. The actions of terrorists 
and terrorist organizations whose identity, 
purpose and masters are unknown cannot 
be attributed to Muslims. They cannot be 
attributed to Muslim countries.

The greatest insult to and attack on the re-
ligion of Islam is the very intentional con-
nection made between terrorism and Islam, 
and terrorists and Muslims. Islam is derived 
from the word “silm”, meaning peace. Such 
a religion can never allow terrorism.

Villains who carry out cruel massacres in 
Muslim countries against Muslims or com-

mit murder in other countries have nothing 
at all to do with either the religion of Islam 
or Muslims. They are pathetic individuals 
devoid of respect for Islam’s message of 
peace, mercy, compassion and affection 
for human beings, the most glorious of all 
created beings. It is also important to note 
that those who invite Muslims and the 
Muslim world to engage in self-criticism 
after terrorist attacks are actually the ones 
who need to take a hard look at themselves 
and engage in their own self-criticism.

Esteemed Brothers,

Islamophobia is running rampant in the 
West lately. It started on September 11 
and continues right up to the present. In 
the West, the emerging representatives of 
the Nazis insult Muslims by carving swas-
tikas and various animal figures on our 
mosques. Those are our houses of worship. 
And that is not all. They also set fire to our 
houses of worship. If that is not provoca-
tion, what is? Such provocations have con-
sequences. We see similar developments 
in other religions as well. Those who call 
themselves Muslims are burning churches. 
As the esteemed Speaker of our Parliament 
just explained, we initiated the Alliance of 
Civilizations process with Spain. If we fail 
in the Alliance of Civilizations, the civiliza-
tions of the world will enter into conflict 
and this will be a disaster for us.

The Alliance of Civilizations must succeed

We must not fail in the Alliance of Civili-
zations. This is not an option. The well-
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known magazine in France has created 
a provocation by drawing insulting car-
toons of our beloved Prophet (PBUH). No 
one can explain this as freedom of speech 
because no one has the right to attack the 
leader, the guide of a religion. This has no 
place in freedom of speech. If freedom ex-
ists between individuals, then the rights 
of one end where the rights of the other 
begin; that is the boundary. In this case, 
they attack many times with such cartoons 
not just any individual, but the leader, the 
guide of a religion.

And who are the killers? French citizens 
that they claim are Muslims. Well, these 
same individuals were in your prisons for 
16-17 months. Why didn’t you have these 
people monitored when they got out of 
prison? Don’t you have a functioning intel-
ligence network? These countries obvious-
ly need to check themselves first. After all, 
it was French citizens who committed this 
act, but they are Muslim. It is cruelty for a 
Muslim to commit such an act. However, it 
is the French government’s job to discover, 
investigate and reveal all of the reasons be-
hind it.

Turkey has been fighting terrorism direct-
ed at its territory from the outside for 30 
years. We warned the international com-
munity, our neighbors and the Europe-
an Union dozens of times not to support 
terrorism, condone or harbor it. We lost 
almost 40,000 people to terrorism. We 
always warned that the fire of terrorism 
will not remain confined to some border 
and that we must demonstrate solidarity 

against this scourge. We have said over and 
over again that this fire will spread until it 
threatens the whole world. Right now, we 
see that terrorists with ties to the terrorist 
organization in Turkey are protected and 
supported by Europe and even allowed 
to speak in the European Parliament. We 
know that they have financial support as 
well. There has not been slightest improve-
ment on this subject even though we pro-
vided documents and submitted files to 
the heads of state and government. 

No country can be safe in the world with 
such widespread violence 

You realize that the attacks in France were 
not a surprise. No country in the world can 
be safe when violence is so widespread and 
has so many supporters and fans both at 
home and abroad. No country or city can be 
safe when everyone sits idly, makes no pro-
test and even supports the massacres where 
dozens of innocent people are slaughtered 
every day in Muslim countries.

Approximately 2,500 people were flagrant-
ly murdered in 2014 in Gaza. Most were 
women and children. Did the UN protest? 
No, it did not. The EU ignored it. Unfortu-
nately, humanity chose to remain silent in 
face of this state-sponsored terrorism and 
these child-killers. The Prime Minister of 
Israel which shamelessly murdered 2,500 
people in 2014 unabashedly participated 
in a march against terrorism in Paris! He 
was in fact at the very front waving at peo-
ple. Is this fighting terrorism? Is this the 
sign of a united front and collective wis-
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dom against terrorism? Unfortunately, the 
West does not see these 2,500 people as 
victims of Israel’s terrorism. 

The international organizations that judge 
Muslim countries, particularly Turkey, 
about the freedom of the press have noth-
ing to say about the murder of journalists 
in Palestine. If they consider cartoonists as 
the sole victims of terrorism, let me give 
them an example. Naji Al-Ali, the creator 
of Handala, was first driven from his home 
in Palestine. He lived in refugee camps 
and then went to the U.K. But he was har-
assed there as well. All Naji Al-Ali did was 
to draw cartoons, but he was assassinated 
in the middle of London. No one stood up 
and called this Israeli terrorism. No one 
stood up and said that this was a blow to 
art, a blow to the media, a blow to freedom 
of thought, a blow to freedom of speech. 
Those who protect Naji Al-Ali’s killers and 
pat them on the back are now marching 
in Paris for the slain. Have a heart! We see 
what is going on. 

All Muslims need to recognize this injus-
tice and double standard. Everyone with 
a mind and a conscience clearly sees the 
game that is afoot. Talking about Muslims 
and the Muslim world instead of terrorism 
after the Paris attacks is essentially cover-
ing up violence and injustice; it amounts 
to covering up terrorism. After the Paris 
attacks, it is a very dangerous undertaking 
to fan the flames of anti-Islamic sentiment.

An organization called PEGIDA has emerged 
in Europe recently. This organization is based 

in Germany and holds marches against Is-
lam and perpetrates acts of violence. 

Brothers,

Government actions are important. The 
whole world must take a sincere stand 
against terrorism and intolerance for di-
versity. It is not just Muslims and Muslim 
countries that need to do this. The West 
must recognize, analyze and understand 
its role in this spiraling violence and en-
gage in some self-criticism.

The Prophet of Islam is the red line for 
all Muslims

Dear Brothers,

Freedom of expression is not the freedom 
to do, write or draw everything. Freedom 
of expression does not give anyone the 
right to blaspheme sacred values. Those 
who draw nasty cartoons of the Prophet 
of Islam using freedom of expression as 
an excuse must understand what they are 
actually doing, who they are offending and 
how they encourage provocation. In fact, 
they actually do understand this. Those 
who are careful not to insult Jews for fear 
of being labeled as anti-Semitic should feel 
the same responsibility for the Prophet of 
Islam and all Muslims because he is the 
red line for all Muslims.

If killing people for their cartoons is con-
sidered terrorism, then attacking sacred 
values and actions that incite and provoke 
are also acts of terrorism. 
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Having broader discussion about the lim-
its of freedom of expression at the high-
est levels, even at the level of the Papacy, 
after the Paris attacks is obviously a posi-
tive development for Western countries, 
but it is not sufficient. Intolerance of Islam 
and Muslims and attacks on their places 
of worship in the West, particularly in Eu-
rope, must stop and appropriate measures 
must be urgently taken.

We want our Western friends to under-
stand that Islamophobia is now a serious 
threat. We also expect Muslim countries to 
warn the West about Islamophobia.

Dear Brothers,

There are solutions to our problems. Praise 
Allah, we have the strength, experience 
and know-how to overcome our problems. 
What we need is unity. We need to act in 
accordance with our culture of consulta-
tion. We must bear the responsibility that 
arises from our brotherhood. Now is not 
the time to focus on individual, national or 
sectarian interests. Now is the time to be 
one, to unite and be brothers in the light of 
the Qur’an. I sincerely believe that we can 
easily overcome all issues that concern our 
countries and region if we deal with each 
other directly and set aside artificial differ-
ences between us. We can solve all prob-
lems if we are true to ourselves and elimi-
nate sedition, intrigue and discord, and set 
aside ethnic, linguistic and geographical 
differences.

I would like to remind everyone that the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation bears 
a significant responsibility in this regard 
and offers a very important opportunity. 
The Parliamentary Union is also another 
important vehicle for dialog and coopera-
tion as the most important representative 
of Muslim peoples. 

The speech by Mr. Cemil Çiçek, who is the 
new chairman, already says it all as it pro-
vides an excellent overview and summary 
about the Muslim world. However, let me 
also remind you that there is a serious op-
eration being conducted against the Mus-
lim world. Our hearts bleed for Pakistan; 
also for Afghanistan. The same is true for 
Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Libya. Also 
for Myanmar. Somalia is no different. 

Under such circumstances, I see this gath-
ering as a Shura Council. It is with these 
sentiments that I pray Allah will make this 
10th Conference an occasion of revival, 
awakening and unshakable brotherhood. 
I hope the meetings of the Parliamentary 
Union are a success. May Allah help and 
guide us. May Allah bless all Muslims and 
protect all mankind. I salute all of you with 
respect.
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Distinguished Prime Minister, Esteemed 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute all of you wholeheartedly. I hope 
that the Turkey-Ethiopia Business Forum 
will be beneficial for both countries.

We have long-standing historical and cul-
tural ties with Ethiopia in Africa and we 
would like to develop our relations in all 
areas with your country.

Our relations with the African continent, 
African countries and peoples are especial-
ly important to us. We initiated our Afri-
can outreach policy 10 years ago in order 
to rapidly compensate for the 100-year 
hiatus in our relations. We successfully 
completed this initiative. From now on, we 
would like to deepen our partnership and 
strengthen our relations.

For Turkey, embracing Africa is not just a 
commercial or economic undertaking. We 

I Ask Turkish Businessmen 
To Invest In Ethiopia

Turkey-Ethiopia Business Forum | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | January 22, 2015 
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are aware of the problems in Africa but 
also its great potential; therefore, we stand 
beside Africa on every platform.

Ethiopia occupies a special place in Africa 
and has unique importance. Ethiopia’s po-
tential and human resources give it prom-
inence. Ethiopia also serves as a center for 
the African continent as the host of the Af-
rican Union.

We have privileged historical and 
cultural ties with Ethiopia

With significant influence in internation-
al relations, Ethiopia serves as a model for 
many of the countries on the continent 
due to its exemplary programs and devel-
opment objectives. We have privileged his-
torical and cultural ties with Ethiopia. Last 
month, our Minister of Economy visited 
your country with a trade delegation that 
included contractors. The business forum 
that was organized during that visit was 
well-attended and helped establish benefi-
cial business connections.

At the end of 2013, trade volume between 
Turkey and Ethiopia exceeded 421 million 
dollars. However, there was a decline in 
2014. I think that the figure for 2014 will 
be around 400 million dollars. I believe 
that the trade volume between our coun-
tries can be increased significantly. I think 
we should raise it to 500 million dollars 
as soon as possible because Ethiopia has a 
population of around 96 million and Tur-
key approximately 77 million, adding up 
to a total population of 173 million peo-

ple. I believe that our trade volume should 
increase significantly in light of this large 
population.

As leading economic actors in our regions, 
we need to conclude an “Economic Part-
nership Agreement” as soon as possible 
so that we can create a free trade zone be-
tween our countries. With Turkish invest-
ments worth 3 billion dollars, Ethiopia is 
one of the leading countries in Africa for 
Turkish investments.

Turkish contractors have a well-earned 
reputation in international markets and I 
am happy to see them operating effective-
ly in Ethiopia. So far, 14 projects worth 2.4 
billion dollars have been undertaken by 
Turkish companies in your country. The 
most important of these projects is the 
“Awash-Woldia Railroad Project”. When 
this project is completed, it will be remem-
bered as an important accomplishment by 
the Turkish contracting sector.

Distinguished Prime Minister and Es-
teemed Guests,

Turkey is the 17th largest economy in the 
world and 6th in Europe. We have a Cus-
toms Union with the European Union 
since 1996. This means that there are no 
customs barriers between Turkey and Ger-
many, France, U.K., Italy and Spain. They 
can sell us whatever they want and we can 
sell them whatever we want. This gives us 
confidence. Furthermore, we have full con-
fidence in our companies.
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Our exports in 2014 was approximately 
158 billion dollars. 95% of our exports is in 
industrial products. We are the leading ag-
ricultural producer in Europe and seventh 
in the world. In 2002, Turkey’s GDP was 
230 billion dollars. By 2014, our GDP rose 
to 820 billion dollars. Our goal is to increase 
our GDP to 2 trillion dollars by 2023, the 
100th anniversary of the founding of our 
Republic.

Turkey is a rising power

With its young and skilled workforce, dy-
namic and steadily growing economy, com-
petitive private sector, large domestic mar-
ket, well-established fiscal discipline and 
developing infrastructure, Turkey is a ris-
ing power.

I should also say that Ethiopia’s economic 
performance is a huge success. Stability and 
an environment of trust will ensure a bright 
future for Ethiopia thanks to its young and 
dynamic population. Education is one of 
the most important factors in achieving sus-
tainable development.

Qualified human resources are the princi-
pal factor in overcoming many obstacles.

I have no doubt that in a country like yours 
that has so many natural resources, prosper-
ity will quickly spread through society as a 
result of good governance and good educa-
tion. As you see, I am accompanied on this 
visit by a large delegation of distinguished 
individuals from our business community. 

Our businessmen have very important in-
vestments both in Turkey and abroad. First 
of all, we would like to share our experience 
with you. We do not believe that a relation-
ship benefiting only one side is moral, ro-
bust or sustainable. Our actions are based 
on a win-win principle in every country 
and region where we have a presence. That 
is why we would like to base our economic 
cooperation on both trade and investment.

Investment may be in the form of tech-
nology transfer, employment and exports. 
I am pleased to see that the Turkish busi-
ness community has invested significantly 
in Ethiopia in particular among African 
countries. This is due to the excellent con-
ditions provided by Ethiopian authorities.

I ask you to work with the Ethiopian 
people and do business here

I am calling on our companies, business-
men and entrepreneurs to invest more in 
this beautiful country. This country has 
extended a sincere invitation to you and 
stands ready to facilitate everything for 
you. I would like you to engage in business 
in Ethiopia by working with the Ethiopian 
people to meet the needs of this country by 
making good use of existing opportunities.

I hope that your activities will benefit 
both countries and peoples. I believe that 
our cooperation will develop and become 
stronger. The legal underpinnings of our 
relationship are almost complete. We will 
sign the remaining agreements as soon as 
possible.
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I would like to emphasize one point which 
I referred to in our discussions with the 
Honorable President today. Our most pow-
erful bank, Ziraat Bank must be present 
here. Having Ziraat Bank here will lay the 
foundations for a very significant boost 
both for Turkish entrepreneurs and for 
Ethiopia.

In addition, Ethiopia has hydroelectric po-
tential for 50,000 megawatts which can be 
utilized to overcome the power shortage. 
Our entrepreneurs say that they can con-
struct hydroelectric power plants if there 
is a purchase guarantee. Action needs to be 
taken in this regard. This would help Ethi-
opia meet its demand for power and the 
need for drinking and tap water.

Investments may also be made in both 
wind and hydroelectric power plants; the 
potential in solar energy and geothermal 
energy is also significant. A plan must be 
drawn up and a program must be imple-
mented. 

Another important area should be agricul-
ture and livestock because Ethiopia has a 
lot of fertile agricultural land. For exam-
ple, one of our entrepreneurs has been al-
lotted a large piece of land where he will 
begin working on agriculture. Steps must 
also be taken to create an integrated sys-
tem for agriculture to include cotton, tex-
tiles and apparel. My Dear Friend and the 
Distinguished Prime Minister has said that 
they are open to the implementation of 
such steps and ready to provide whatever 
support is required. 

I hope that my visit will be beneficial to our 
countries, region and peoples.

I would like to reiterate my belief that our 
future is brighter than our present. I would 
like to once again thank all Ethiopians, par-
ticularly the Honorable Prime Minister, for 
the sincere hospitality extended to us. This 
is not my first visit, but it is my first visit as 
a President elected by the people and your 
country is the first country we are visiting 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

I would like to once again thank all Ethi-
opians, particularly the Honorable Prime 
Minister, for the sincere hospitality ex-
tended to us. I extend my greetings and re-
spect to all of you.
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Esteemed Rectors of Externado Universi-
ty and Ankara University, Esteemed Min-
isters, Members of Faculty, Distinguished 
Participants, Esteemed Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, 

I salute you wholeheartedly. Welcome to 
this important gathering.

We are glad to have an opportunity to dis-
cuss such an important topic with such 

distinguished participants here at Exter-
nado University, one of Colombia’s leading 
universities. I am very pleased to make the 
opening speech for the “1915: The Longest 
Year of the Ottoman Empire Symposium” 
organized in cooperation with Turkey’s 
Ankara University.

I wholeheartedly thank the Rector, faculty 
and students of Externado University for 
their hospitality.

History Should Teach Friendship 
And Peace, Not Hostility 

“1915: The Longest Year of the Ottoman Empire Symposium”  
Bogotá, Colombia | February 10, 2015 
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I would like to emphasize in particular the 
significance of discussing World War I in 
Colombia, thousands of kilometers away 
from the continents where the war was 
fought. The effects of World War I which 
was fought 100 years ago were not limited 
to the countries or the continents involved. 
In addition to the three continents of Asia, 
Europe and Africa, the continents of Aus-
tralia and America also played a role in this 
war. A new world order was established af-
ter the war and the American continents 
were also affected by the outcome of the 
war. In particular, the wave of immigration 
from the Ottoman Empire to Latin Amer-
ica played a significant role in reshaping 
Latin America after the war. Therefore, it 
is very significant that we are discussing 
World War I here in Colombia at Externa-
do University.

World politics was reshaped after World 
War I

Dear Friends and Students,

It is very important to analyze World War 
I properly in order to accurately under-
stand current developments and politics. 
World War II was perhaps one of the dead-
liest wars in human history, but believe 
me when I say that its effects were not as 
far-reaching as those of World War I. It 
was World War I that shaped today’s pol-
itics and the borders of many countries. 
World War I is the reason behind many of 
the international issues that concern the 
entire world today. The Palestinian issue, 
issues in Iraq and Syria which experience 

a watershed moment today, as well as the 
problems unfolding in Yemen, Egypt, Afri-
ca, the Caucasus and the Balkans emerged 
after World War I and, unfortunately, have 
been around for 100 years. The problems 
in Afghanistan, poverty in Africa, especial-
ly in Somalia, and terrorism that threatens 
the entire world are all problems generat-
ed by World War I.

Turkey, or the Ottoman Empire as it was 
called 100 years ago, was at the center and 
a target of World War I. A hundred years 
ago, the borders of the Ottoman Empire 
stretched across all of North Africa and 
most of the region called the Middle East 
today. West Africa, the Caucasus and the 
Balkans were on the periphery of the Otto-
man Empire at that time and the Ottoman 
Empire still had influence over these terri-
tories. When World War I ended in 1918, 
the Ottoman Empire did not have any ter-
ritory left other than our current capital 
city Ankara and its environs. The west and 
south of Turkey including Istanbul were 
occupied. New countries were formed with 
artificial borders on former Ottoman lands 
without taking ethnic, religious or sectari-
an affiliations into consideration.

I am assuming that our Colombian friends, 
especially the young people, are wonder-
ing why the Middle East is such a turbu-
lent region. News of conflict, wars, massa-
cres, bloodbaths and attacks are reported 
almost every day. Unfortunately, the Mid-
dle East comes to mind when speaking of 
terrorism.
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Why is this so? I know that Colombia also 
faces terrorism and is fighting it. I know 
that 300,000 people died in the fight 
against terrorism in Colombia. These are 
facts.

The order established after World War I 
must be understood well. After World War 
I, the region named the Middle East was 
designed to become exactly what it is to-
day. The Middle East was designed as a cri-
sis zone by the victors of the war 100 years 
ago and this design has been pursued as 
planned for 100 years.

When you look at the borders of the Mid-
dle Eastern countries, you will see that 
the borders are straight as if drawn with 
a ruler. Arabs were divided into different 
countries without paying any attention 
to their sensitivities, so people were sep-
arated even from their relatives because 
of borders passing through villages. Even 
the borders of Turkey were drawn to pass 
through villages and towns in a way that 
separated families and relatives, making 
them citizens of two different countries. 
Border were imposed physically on land, 
but also mentally, culturally and based on 
faith, on the people. As a result, artificial 
boundaries were created between peoples, 
turning brothers into enemies.

Sultan Abdulhamid was overthrown be-
cause he refused to sell Jerusalem and 
Palestinian lands

I would like to give you an example. The 
lands of current day Israel and Palestine 

were controlled by the Ottoman Empire 
before World War I. The Ottoman Empire 
ruled this region with an ideal administra-
tive system ensuring justice and was keep-
ing it peaceful and secure. Muslims, Chris-
tians and Jews could freely practice their 
religious faith, visit their sacred places, 
and live in peace and harmony with each 
other. Prior to World War I, the Ottoman 
Sultan Abdulhamid II was pressured to sell 
lands in Jerusalem and Palestine and allow 
immigrants to settle on these lands. Sultan 
Abdulhamid II knew that a disproportion-
ate flow of immigrants to this region would 
disturb peace and balance in this society. 
Therefore, he rejected this offer and did 
not allow it to happen. Sultan Abdulhamid 
was overthrown, World War I was fought 
and the Ottoman Empire withdrew from 
these territories. That is when this region 
began to be identified with blood, tears 
and oppression.

There was massive immigration into Pal-
estine which changed the demographics. 
As you know, the State of Israel was estab-
lished in 1948. Of course, the State of Isra-
el did not remain within the borders estab-
lished in 1948. It is still trying to expand 
its borders, occupy a greater part of the 
Palestinian territories and eradicate Pal-
estinians from that area completely. When 
Turkey objects to Israel’s expansionist pol-
icies and the oppression and massacres 
committed to that end, the world tries to 
misrepresent our approach. Our position 
on this matter is very clear. Israel must 
withdraw to its pre-1967 borders, a State 
of Palestine must be established with East 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

136

Jerusalem as its capital city and the sover-
eign rights of the Palestinians must be re-
spected. Otherwise, Israel will continue to 
be seen as the region’s oppressive, terrorist 
state and the source of the bloodbath in the 
region. As long as Israeli oppression and 
terrorism continue, the Middle East and 
the conscience of mankind will never stop 
bleeding.

Our Middle East policy upsets certain circles

When Turkey takes a humanitarian and 
conscientious approach to issues regard-
ing Palestine-Israel, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and 
Libya, some circles around the world are 
extremely upset by this.

We were disturbed by what happened in 
Egypt. Why? Sisi who was the Defense Min-
ister in President Morsi’s Cabinet staged 
a coup against President Morsi, who was 
elected by winning 52% of the votes, and 
imprisoned him. Unfortunately, the death 
penalty is currently being sought against 
him based on fabricated indictments. If 
we are to make decisions based on human-
ism and conscience, we have to stand by 
the will of the voters and not by those who 
take power with coups. Those who direct 
harsh, unjust and immoral accusations 
against Turkey are the ones who cannot 
accept this.

I would like to reiterate a point I have made 
before, here in Colombia. Turkey does not 
have designs or intentions on any coun-
try’s borders, territories or internal affairs. 
As a country that has greatly suffered from 

terrorism, Turkey is definitely against all 
kinds of terrorism and all terrorist organ-
izations.

Turkey is also against designs dating back 
a hundred years to the World War I era 
that breed conflict and crisis. That is why 
we have raised very justified, reasonable 
and measured objections in this regard. 
We want peace, friendship, brotherhood 
and justice in our region; we have no other 
demand.

Everyone must take a prudent and careful 
approach towards the news about Turkey 
that they see these days in some newspa-
pers, magazines, TV channels or on social 
media. Those who are not happy with our 
humanitarian calls for justice and peace 
are trying to defame us via the media.

We are hosting two million Syrian refugees

Dear Students,

Turkey has the most advanced democrat-
ic standards in the region and is strength-
ening these standards with each passing 
day. Do you know that Turkey is currently 
hosting 2 million refugees from Syria and 
Iraq? 1.7 million of them are from Syria 
and 300,000 from Iraq. Turkey is looking 
after them and meeting every need imag-
inable from healthcare to education and 
clothing. There are 1 million refugees in 
Lebanon and 500,000 in Jordan. Do you 
know how many Syrian refugees Europe 
has accepted? 130,000. How about the rest 
of the world? Practically none.
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You cannot resolve the issues in Iraq and 
Syria by dropping bombing from planes. If 
we are seeking a solution in this area, here 
is what needs to be done: trying to deter-
mine who rules a country is not the way in 
which democracy or the will of the people 
manifest themselves. What should be done? 
Here is what should be done. Dictators who 
terrorize people by using the powers of the 
state must be removed and elections must 
be held. Then, power should go to whoev-
er the people choose. Otherwise, there will 
never be peace in these countries.

What do we argue as Turkey? We say that 
the world is bigger than 5. Is the fate of 
the world doomed to be determined by 5 
countries? Which 5 countries are these? 
The United States, Russia, China, France 
and the United Kingdom. Are we prison-
ers of these 5 countries? Can the world 
be governed with a system that was creat-
ed according to the situation after World 
War I? These 5 countries represent 3 con-
tinents: Asia, Europe and America. And 
in terms of religions, they represent two 
faiths. There is no Muslim country among 
them. Can such a mentality and approach 
be justified? Muslims, Christians, Jews and 
Buddhists should all be represented in the 
decision-making mechanisms.

We say that there should be more than 5 
permanent members. Let us increase this 
number to 15 or 20 countries. Let us grant 
them permanent memberships on a two-
year rotation basis so that all countries 
have a say in governing the world. Let us 
take the necessary steps. No one has the 

right to make all mankind a prisoner of 
these 5 countries. A decision from a single 
country controls everything. You cannot 
define such a world as a free or democratic 
world.

We are ahead of Europe in freedom of 
the press and speech

They also talk about the freedom of the 
press and speech. Our country is a shining 
star and a model in the region in terms of 
its culture of co-existence. While freedom 
of the press and speech as well as tolerance 
to diversity show signs of erosion in Eu-
rope, Turkey is expanding these freedoms.

Turkey is one of the most powerful coun-
tries of the 21st century with its stable 
growth and enhanced democratic stand-
ards. Turkey is also a guarantor of peace in 
the 21st century.

When we came to power at the end of 
2002, Turkey’s national income was 230 
billion dollars; now it is 820 billion dollars. 
Our export volume was 36 billion dollars 
and now it is 160 billion dollars. When we 
came to power, the annual number of tour-
ists visiting Turkey was 13 million and our 
income from tourism was 8-8.5 billion dol-
lars. Today 42 million tourists visit Turkey 
each year and tourism revenues total 40 
billion dollars. 

Dear Friends,

Every country in the world was affected to 
some extent by World War I. It was a war 
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that had profound effects on the peoples of 
the region where the war was fought.

Here, I would like to emphasize a point. 
Unfortunately, history has always been 
written by the victors or dominant powers. 
We strongly object to this. We think that 
history should not be written by the victors 
or dominant powers, but by historians. The 
victors or dominant powers do not write 
true history; they do not present historical 
facts truthfully. The events known as the 
events of 1915 have also been interpreted 
through the eyes of the victors and domi-
nant powers.

This year marks the centenary of the 
events of 1915. What Armenians did to 
Turks and what Turks did to Armenians 
were never discussed or properly written 
about for 100 years. Propaganda, psycho-
logical operations to alter perceptions and 
dirty politics have taken precedence over 
history and historical facts for 100 years.

There is something I must say. If the Armeni-
an Diaspora is honest, we are opening all of 
our archives. Over 1 million documents have 
been examined so far. If Armenia has such 
information and documents, they should 
provide them, too. Likewise, if third coun-
tries have them, they should make them 
available as well. We should assign histori-
ans and political scientists to work on this 
issue. When scholars complete their work, 
they can present their report to politicians. 
Then we should work together towards a fi-
nal decision and conclude this matter.

The events of 1915 should be investigat-
ed based on facts

Dear Young People,

History cannot be written or read correct-
ly by passing political decisions in parlia-
ments that present lies as truth. History 
should not be handled subjectively based 
on emotions arising from tragedies. We 
know that the Armenian Diaspora runs an 
extremely negative campaign about the 
events of 1915 on the occasion of the cen-
tenary. Turkey is not after propaganda or 
efforts to alter perception; we do not have 
such designs. We have always sincerely 
wanted the events of 1915 to be investigat-
ed properly based on facts. We went even 
further; we have been extending our work 
in the archives about the events of 1915.

We took a step towards restoring our rela-
tions with Armenia and intended to turn 
the page. I wrote a letter last year on April 
23 regarding this issue, as those of you 
who follow developments will know. Un-
fortunately, our efforts were not recipro-
cated because of the Armenian Diaspora. 
We reiterate our sincere call on the cente-
nary of these events: let us take this issue 
out of the political arena and entrust it to 
scholars and scholarly research.

On April 24 this year, we will hold an inter-
national ceremony on the occasion of the 
centenary of the Çanakkale Wars. We have 
extended invitations to many countries, 
some of them have confirmed that they 
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will attend and we are expecting others to 
confirm. We also extended an invitation to 
Armenia. We would like them to come to 
Çanakkale on April 24, experience that at-
mosphere and try to understand what our 
hundreds of thousands of fallen soldiers 
endured. But they will not do that. Armenia 
once again blocked efforts for peace and di-
alog by making discourteous statements. 

We will not stop our efforts aimed at peace 
and dialog regarding the events of 1915. 
We will continue to address this issue 
from the perspective of history as a science 
and not by twisting international politics 
through propaganda and misperception.

Millions of Muslims lost their lives in con-
flicts and exile in the Balkans right before 
World War I. We do not accuse anyone of 
genocide because of their fate. We say that 
historical events should be discussed in 
the context of their time and circumstanc-
es. It is one thing to commemorate and 
honor the memory of the fallen and anoth-
er to derive political and diplomatic gain 
from it. We support the commemoration 
of these memories, but we will never al-
low them to be used as a hostile campaign 
against our nation and country.

History should teach us friendship and 
peace, not hostility

Dear Students, Distinguished Friends,

As Turkey, we must extend hope for a 
peaceful future everywhere on earth from 

Latin America to Asia and Africa to Aus-
tralia under all circumstances. Historical 
and current facts show that reconciliation 
must replace conflict while tolerance must 
replace hatred to achieve global peace and 
stability. The Çanakkale War 100 years ago 
is an example of how peace and friendship, 
instead of hostility, may be learned from 
history; this is the path to a brighter future.

We will increase and intensify Turkey’s co-
operation with Latin American countries, 
including Colombia. Culture and educa-
tion will play a significant role. We intend 
to deepen our cooperation with Colombia 
in the areas of culture and education for a 
stronger future.

I would like to express how happy we are 
with the recent interest Colombians have 
taken in Turkey, Turkish culture and lan-
guage.

I closely follow the successful work of the 
Latin American Studies Research and Ap-
plication Center (LAMER) established in 
2009 at Ankara University. I would like 
to extend my sincere thanks to our Rec-
tor and Mr. Necati and his team. We must 
work together to increase the number of 
such institutions in both countries. I would 
also like to reiterate my thanks to our es-
teemed Rector.

As I end my speech, I hope that “1915: The 
Longest Year of the Ottoman Empire Sym-
posium” is a successful one. I once again 
congratulate those who contributed to the 
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organization of this symposium. I wish to 
thank all of the guests and contributors. 

It is a pleasure to be here in Colombia. I 
once again thank you for your warm hos-
pitality. I extend my sincere respects and 
wish all the students a successful academic 
year. 
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Esteemed Directors of the Mexico Diplo-
macy Academy,

I greet you all with great respect. 

I am very happy to be here with you in the 
prestigious Mexican Diplomatic Academy. 
First of all, I would like to thank the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and the Ambassador 
for their kind words in their introduction.

Turkey’s relations with Latin America have 
a long history. When the Americas were 

discovered in the 15th century, the Otto-
man Empire was a dominant naval force, 
controlling the Mediterranean Sea. Our fa-
mous seafarer Piri Reis drew very accurate 
and detailed charts of the American conti-
nents for that time in his Kitab-ı Bahriye 
(Book of Navigation). 

Many people of Ottoman origin immigrat-
ed and settled in Mexico and rest of the 
Americas starting in the 1800s. The Port 
of Beirut in particular was a center for 
this wave of immigration. People of all re-

Islamophobia Offends

Conference at Mexico Matias Romero Institute 
 Mexico City | Mexico | February 12, 2015 
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ligions and ethnicities and from many cit-
ies came to Mexico and started a new life 
here, as they did in other parts of the Amer-
icas. Some of the Ottoman citizens who left 
for the United States could not enter that 
country and settled in Mexico and other 
countries in the Americas since their aim 
was to settle in the Americas. 

This region embraced El Turcos

People who immigrated from today’s Tur-
key, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine 
with Ottoman passports were called El Tur-
co in the Americas. I would like to empha-
size that nearly a quarter of a million peo-
ple chose to immigrate to this continent 
instead of Europe which is much closer. The 
settlers were, by tradition, skilled in trade 
and worked and produced in the countries 
they settled in, adding value to their new 
countries. We have a concept called veresi-
ye (sale on credit) which is an instrument 
of social and commercial solidarity still 
used in Turkey. The settlers introduced this 
system of veresiye to the Americas. We also 
know that 3,000 former Ottoman citizens 
who lived in Latin America volunteered 
to enlist in the Ottoman army in order to 
serve on the front lines during the Balkan 
War in 1912. 

Yes, these people who came from Kayseri, 
Malatya, Latakia and Beirut worked for 
and contributed to the development of the 
countries they settled in. This region em-
braced El Turcos and made them an insep-
arable part of the land. Our first contacts 
with Mexico were made around that time. 

Archduke Maximilian of Austria of the 
House of Habsburg who was Emperor of 
Mexico in 1864 during the French occupa-
tion sent a representative to the Ottoman 
Palace to announce his accession to the 
throne. Then in 1865, the Mexican State 
appointed a Minister Plenipotentiary to 
the Ottoman Empire. This was the begin-
ning of our bilateral relations which we 
have maintained ever since. The Ottoman 
immigrant community built a clock tower 
as a gift to the country in 1910, the year of 
the Mexican Revolution. This clock tower 
was restored in 2010 on the occasion of the 
200th anniversary of the independence of 
Mexico and the 100th anniversary of the 
revolution. This restoration was carried 
out by our Government, the Lebanese Gov-
ernment and the Lebanese community in 
Mexico. I consider this a continuation of 
our historical relations.

Dear Guests,

As you know, 2015 is the 100th anniversa-
ry of World War I. I attended an academic 
meeting on this matter held in Colombia 
and had the opportunity to express my 
views in detail. As I explained there, the 
current centers of power in the world were 
established after this war. Unfortunately, 
power was distributed in an unjust man-
ner. 

The balances established after World War I 
are the underlying cause of many disputes 
and conflicts that are still unfolding across 
the world today. Societies that were divid-
ed by the artificial borders drawn as if by a 
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ruler without regard for historical, social, 
cultural and natural continuity have not 
had peace in the last 100 years. A signifi-
cant portion of the world was deliberately 
dragged into chaos in this way and this has 
been going on for the last 100 years with 
no end in sight. 

There are significant imbalances in the 
structure of the UN

We raise this issue of the imbalance of 
power within the United Nations, particu-
larly within the Security Council, at every 
chance we get on all platforms. What kind 
of an imbalance is there? Dear students, 
you must listen to this very carefully. The 
world is bigger than 5. We are trying to 
communicate this reality to the entire 
world. The debate on the legitimacy of an 
international system that fails to prevent 
political conflicts or social and economic 
crises is unavoidable. The patrons of the 
international system controlling the deci-
sion-making mechanisms can no longer 
place the burden of responsibility for their 
decisions on other countries. 

This skewed mechanism is particularly un-
bearable for countries like Turkey, Mexico, 
Brazil, India and Indonesia. What is this 
mechanism? There are 5 permanent mem-
bers on the UN Security Council. Does a 
veto by any of these permanent members 
on any matter bind the entire world? It 
does. Is the entire world held hostage 
based on a decision by a single country? 
This should not be so. Why is it this way? 
5 countries, 3 continents: Asia, Europe and 

America. And in terms of religion, is there a 
Muslim country among them? No. Is there 
a Buddhist country? No. This is a structure 
that consists predominantly of non-Mus-
lim countries. Religions are not equally 
represented. The United Nations General 
Assembly and the United Nations Security 
Council were established to maintain jus-
tice, were they not? They were established 
to distribute freedoms equitably, were 
they not? Can such an assembly dispense 
justice? Can such an assembly ensure that 
freedoms are distributed equitably? 

At the present, there is a bloodbath in the 
Middle East. Is the United Nations doing 
anything about it? We are having to bear 
the consequences right now. My country 
currently hosts 2 million refugees from 
Iraq and Syria. We are meeting all of their 
needs from food to clothing, healthcare 
and education. In addition to the human-
itarian aid we have provided so far, we 
spent 5.5 billion dollars on Syrian refugees. 
What is the amount of financial aid we re-
ceived from the United Nations in this 
respect? Only 250 million dollars where-
as we spent 5.5 billion dollars. Where are 
those rich countries? Where is the United 
Nations? Where is the United Nations Se-
curity Council? Turkey is struggling alone. 
Lebanon also has 1 million refugees. The 
economic situation in Lebanon is self-ev-
ident. Does Lebanon receive any assis-
tance? No. The same is true for Jordan as 
well. There are 500,000 refugees in Jordan. 
Does Jordan receive any assistance? Again, 
no. Now, I ask you. How many Syrians are 
there in Europe right now? 130,000. There 
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are only 130,000 refugees in all of Europe. 
Turkey alone has 2 million refugees from 
Iraq and Syria, Lebanon has 1 million and 
Jordan has 500,000 refugees. Is this fair? 
Do you know what Europeans say when 
they come to visit our country? They say, 
“We congratulate you for taking care of 2 
million people here. What you do deserves 
high praise.” But when it comes to money, 
they do not contribute. They just give us ad-
vice. They congratulate us, praise us, but do 
not give any money. We want honesty and 
sincerity. We all know how to compare our 
gross national product with that of West-
ern countries.

Permanent membership in the UN 
should be abolished

All political, economic and social actors 
that currently have a say in the global sys-
tem must have a fair, more inclusive and 
efficient representation. Why 5 countries 
are permanent members of the United Na-
tions Security Council? We ask, “Why 5 
countries?” We must meet and discuss this 
issue, and make decisions on how to re-
form this system. Permanent membership 
should be abolished. Perhaps, there could 
be 20 countries that may change on a ro-
tational basis. For example, each country 
may serve for 2 years every 10 years and 
a new group of 20 countries can step in for 
the following term. This way, every coun-
try will have a vote. Such an arrangement 
ensures that the United Nations Security 
Council is made up of member countries 
from all religions and all continents. 

No one has a birthright to that power. We 
should acknowledge and demonstrate that 
all countries have a say there. That is why I 
say, “The world is bigger than 5”. You cannot 
hold 190 countries hostage to 5 members. 
This is unacceptable. Everybody keeps si-
lent because of their fears or interests. We 
will speak up. We cannot establish justice 
without speaking up. This issue cannot be 
postponed any further. 

Innocent people are paying the price with 
death, destruction and poverty for the neg-
ligence of international organizations. To-
day, very tragic events are unfolding in Syr-
ia, Iraq, Palestine, Egypt and in many other 
places. The international system must take 
the lead in taking action. The organiza-
tions that should respond to these issues 
are in fact worsening the situation due to 
their ill-defined structures. It is not just the 
peoples of some countries that are entitled 
to justice, peace, security and prosperity. 
Each one of the seven billion people on 
the planet must have these rights and op-
portunities. Humanity cannot have a clean 
conscience as long as the blood of innocent 
children, women and men is being shed for 
dirty political designs. The double stand-
ard with regard to terrorism in particular 
has become a threat to all mankind.

Turkey tries to be the conscientious voice 
of mankind

Turkey tries to be the conscientious voice 
of mankind on this crucial issue by not 
making a distinction between terrorists 
as good terrorists and bad terrorists. In an 
incident in North Carolina, three Muslims 
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were killed in their home by a terrorist. The 
US Government is against Daesh as are we. 
Daesh is a terrorist organization and we 
must take necessary action to stop it. The 
US Government speaks up against Daesh 
and says that it is trying to do everything 
in its power. It is evident that Daesh is a 
terrorist organization. In the meantime, a 
ne’er-do-well, a terrorist kills three people 
because they are Muslims. Now I ask Mr. 
Obama, why are you silent? Mr. Biden, why 
are you silent? Mr. Kerry, why are you si-
lent? At the same time, 80 people write you 
a letter about Turkey and you allow these 
hired guns to campaign against Turkey. 

As people who are conducting academic 
work, you should have a very different view 
of the future. You should not let anyone hi-
jack your will; it should be yours alone. You 
should use your will only for God, justice, 
equality and freedom. We no longer live in 
a uni-centric world dominated by the West. 
Everyone should accept the fact that the 
world is now multi-centric with the east, 
north, south and west all playing a role. 
This applies not only to politics, but also to 
the economy and trade. I am still waiting 
for Mr. Obama, his vice president Mr. Bid-
en and Mr. Kerry to investigate the killing 
of those three innocent people; they should 
be firm and speak up about this matter. I 
definitely condemn the perpetrator; this is 
brutality. This matter must be resolved im-
mediately. If the US Government does not 
do this, then what it says about Daesh will 
have no meaning.

We must improve our cooperation with 
Mexico on the G20

Non-OECD countries control more than 
half of the world’s economic output. On the 
other hand, the G20 is becoming increas-
ingly important with a structure that has a 
relatively fairer representation of the cur-
rent balance of global power. I believe we 
will engage in productive cooperation with 
Mexico during our G20 Presidency this 
year. We need to use this structure, which 
was built to ensure international financial 
stability, in a different way than it has ever 
been used before to achieve results. There-
fore, we need to implement inclusiveness 
in its broadest sense. We need to cooperate 
on investments to achieve the desired re-
sult. We need to achieve implementation. 
This year, the G20 will focus on these three 
themes. We should begin to assume more 
responsibility on important issues such as 
underdevelopment and income inequality. 

We will take necessary steps and launch 
relevant initiatives during our Presiden-
cy. We are currently leading the world in 
terms of taking action for the least devel-
oped countries. Do you know how much 
financial aid Turkey gave at the donors’ 
meeting 12 years ago? 45 million dollars. 
As of last year, the amount of annual finan-
cial aid provided by Turkey has increased 
to 4.5 billion dollars. Top 3 donors are the 
United States, the UK and Turkey.

Esteemed Guests,

Despite the various crises that are unfold-
ing in surrounding regions, Turkey has 
managed to achieve a unique position for 
itself with its strong democratic structure 
and developing economy. We stand out not 
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only with the solutions we find to our own 
problems, but also because of the leading 
role we play in regional and global matters. 
We maintain strong ties with the Europe-
an Union, the United States and NATO. 
We have also built close relationships with 
some African, Asian and American coun-
tries which were considered remote until 
recently. 

Accordingly, our relations with Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean are also developing 
rapidly. We launched the Action Plan for 
Latin America and the Caribbean in 2006. 
So far, we built strategic partnerships with 
Brazil and Mexico in the region. We co-
operate with six regional organizations at 
different levels. I visited Ethiopia, Djibou-
ti and Somalia in a month’s time. Leaders 
rarely visit Djibouti and Somalia. We built 
and opened a hospital there. It is a modern 
hospital with 200 beds. We also opened a 
school with a capacity of 450 students for 
training nurses. We built an airport and 
a divided highway from the airport to the 
city. A Turkish company is currently oper-
ating the Port of Mogadishu and providing 
revenue to Somalia. We are also building 
an embassy using our modern architec-
ture; it will be completed by the end of this 
year. The key is not providing the fish, but 
teaching people how to fish. We are striv-
ing to secure peace in Somalia. 

We need to reflect on what approach we 
will take with respect to the least devel-
oped countries and those threatened by 
terrorism. Terrorism is not a local issue. 
Therefore, we must wage a concerted in-

ternational fight against terrorism. It is 
with this mindset that we are improving 
and expanding our diplomatic representa-
tion network in general as well as in places 
threatened by terrorism. With our recently 
opened embassies in Colombia, Peru, Ecua-
dor, the Dominican Republic, Panama and 
Costa Rica, the number of our embassies in 
this region has doubled in the last 4 years 
to 12.

We aim to increase our trade volume 
with Mexico to 5 billion dollars by 2023

Our relations with Mexico are certainly 
stronger and more advanced than with 
any other country in the region. Turkey 
and Mexico are similar in economic size 
and have young and dynamic populations. 
There is tremendous potential for trade 
and economic cooperation between our 
countries. Our goal is to increase trade vol-
ume to 5 billion dollars by 2023. It was 1 
billion 257 million dollars last year. We 
achieved significant progress in our trade 
and economic relations with Mexico which 
is our third most important partner in Lat-
in America. But this is not enough. I believe 
that we can rapidly achieve a substantial 
increase in our trade volume with Mexico 
after concluding a free trade agreement. 

We aim to conclude a free trade agreement 
with each member of the Pacific Alliance 
where Turkey is currently an observer and 
Mexico a founder. We think this is the only 
way to reduce our increasing trade deficit 
with the countries of the region.
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Esteemed Guests,

Besides Latin America and the Caribbean, 
Africa is another region that is very impor-
tant to us. Turkey had 12 embassies on the 
African continent 12 years ago. Now we 
have 39. Our goal is to have an embassy in 
every African country. Turkey’s total trade 
volume with this region was below 7 bil-
lion dollars in 2005, but it reached nearly 
21 billion dollars in 2014. I personally at-
tended the 2nd Turkey-Africa Partnership 
Summit which was held in Malabo in No-
vember and had an opportunity to see the 
concrete results of our constructive policy 
approach in this continent.

We are also improving our relations with 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region which 
is becoming a more important economic 
center in the world. We elevated our rela-
tionships with China, Indonesia, Japan, 
South Korea and Malaysia to the level of 
strategic partnerships. We are increas-
ing our visibility in this region with the 
new embassies we have opened and those 
which are about to open.

Another clear indication of Turkey’s con-
scientious stance towards global issues is 
the increasing development support and 
humanitarian aid we provide.

Dear Friends, 

The Alliance of Civilizations Initiative that 
we launched with Spain under the umbrel-
la of the United Nations is a model initia-
tive. Another model initiative is the Medi-

ation for Peace Initiative that we launched 
with Finland in September 2010. The Glob-
al Counterterrorism Forum which was es-
tablished in 2011 with the aim of securing 
global peace and stability is another initi-
ative we actively participate in together 
with the United States.

We will strive to make the G20 more 
effective

I would like to emphasize that the G20 ac-
tivities are very important to us especially 
since we will assume the G20 Presidency 
and host its summit in November this year. 
The G20 represents 85% of the world’s 
economy, 75% of global trade and two 
thirds of the world’s population. We are 
striving to make this forum more effective.

In addition, we continue to work effective-
ly with Islamic countries, the countries of 
Central Asia, the Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea as well as with many other inter-
national organizations. We are determined 
to expand our activities in the future.

Dear Guests,

As leaders, we must question ourselves 
about the problems the world currently 
faces and develop solutions together in ac-
cordance with the needs of our time. We 
believe that we should take a constructive 
and innovative approach with respect to 
current problems. Otherwise, it will be im-
possible for us to achieve peace and secu-
rity during this time of major change and 
transformation. 
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The United Nations will certainly continue 
to be the only authority with a mandate for 
building international solidarity, ensuring 
peace and security, and resolving global is-
sues. However, 350,000 people have died in 
Syria. Do we see the United Nations taking 
any action? No. Does the UN make itself 
heard? No. Israel attacked Gaza and killed 
2,500 women and children. Do we see the 
United Nations taking any action? Do we 
hear the UN speaking about it? No. So far, 
the United Nations and the Security Coun-
cil have passed almost 150 resolutions 
against Israel; however, not a single one has 
been implemented. But if the resolutions 
were against us and we did not implement 
them, the United Nations would strongly 
protest. Where is the justice in that? 

I was in Cuba yesterday. Mr. Raul said, “138 
members of the United Nations oppose the 
embargo against Cuba, but the embargo is 
still in place.” Is this how justice is served 
in the world? What kind of justice is this? 

Likewise, 8 countries joined the United 
States in objecting to the recognition of 
Palestine as a state. A vast majority of the 
United Nations General Assembly recog-
nized Palestine as a state. Nevertheless, 
the situation in Palestine is still the same. 
Is the country still being bombed? Yes, it is. 
Where is the rest of the world? The people 
in Gaza are living in an open prison. Per-
mission is required to send even a case of 
tomatoes there. 

The inconclusive negotiations that are go-
ing on at the United Nations and the Secu-

rity Council do nothing but harm to this 
organization. The United Nations is losing 
prestige. Therefore, we believe that the Se-
curity Council should have a structure that 
is more democratic, representative, trans-
parent, efficient and accountable. Only 
a restructuring can enable the Security 
Council to confront today’s challenges in a 
swift and decisive manner. 

An organization which sits back and does 
nothing about one of the greatest tragedies 
in human history that is unfolding in Syria 
is not doing its duty for mankind. We will 
continue to extend our hospitality to our 
Syrian brothers and sisters in Turkey. We 
have been helping them so that they can 
carry on a normal life as much as possible. 
We are now trying to figure out what else 
we can do. 

The situation in Syria is getting worse every 
day. The chaos that broke out in Syria has 
gripped the entire region and now poses a 
deadly threat to the world. 

The Palestinian issue is a bleeding wound 
for all mankind

We believe that the Palestinian issue, 
which is the root cause of many current 
problems in the Middle East, is a bleeding 
wound for all mankind. The injustices, at-
tacks against Palestinians and the usurpa-
tion of their rights must end immediately. 
Backed by a significant number of Western 
countries, especially the United States, Is-
rael does not contribute to the resolution 
of this issue. On the contrary, Israel is do-
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ing everything it can to keep the issue in 
deadlock. Extremist, radical and terrorist 
movements taking advantage of this envi-
ronment have become a threat to the entire 
world. We warned the entire world about 
this threat long ago. We pointed out to this 
danger in our speeches at the United Na-
tions General Assembly and in our bilater-
al discussions. Unfortunately, some of the 
countries considered this problem as a re-
gional issue and chose not to pay attention 
until the problem started to threaten their 
own countries. When they did start to pay 
attention, it was too late and, even then, the 
issue was not addressed properly. 

Unfortunately, it seems that the economic 
and social problems the Western countries 
have been facing in the last 6-7 years are 
beginning to fray their social cohesion. 
We have been telling our European coun-
terparts to close the door on any xeno-
phobic and racist tendencies in Europe. 
Where does this xenophobia come from? 
Where does this attitude against people of 
different religious views and beliefs come 
from? I am a leader who regards anti-Sem-
itism as a crime against humanity. No one 
had ever voiced the view that anti-Semi-
tism is a crime against humanity until I 
declared it so. However, when we say that 
Islamophobia should also be regarded as a 
crime against humanity, others keep their 
distance and remain silent. Why is Islam-
ophobia not regarded as a crime against 
humanity while anti-Semitism is? I invite 
everyone to make their position clear. Un-
fortunately, “my terrorists are good and 
yours are bad” mentality is still here. 

What happened in France cannot be jus-
tified by freedom of religion or freedom 
of thought

What happened in France is not an ordi-
nary event. No one has the right to display 
such behavior on the pretext of freedom 
of religion or thought. This cannot be jus-
tified by freedom of religion or freedom of 
thought. Journalists and writers cannot in-
terfere with the freedom of others who have 
a different religion or thought. Freedom is 
not boundless. There is a limit to freedom. 
Your freedom ends where my freedom be-
gins. We need to realize that when you vi-
olate my freedom, you have crossed a line. 
They say this is just a cartoon. It does not 
matter what it is. You do not have the right 
to insult the prophet of any religion even 
with cartoons. We love Jesus and Moses as 
much as we love our Prophet (pbuh). We 
make no distinction. 

It is time to understand this perspective 
and interpret it accordingly. They say it is 
just a cartoon. Even the Pope got upset. He 
said “if someone insults my mother, I will 
punch him and slap him.” Did he say that? 
He did. Today, the issue of Islamophobia 
has become as important and offensive as 
other issues. No problem in the world can 
be resolved by offending the faith and feel-
ings of 1.7 billion people on the pretext of 
freedom and democracy. On the contrary, 
this approach promotes extremism and 
heresy, laying a foundation for terrorism. 

Turkey has lost tens of thousands of its citi-
zens to terrorism and is well aware that the 
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fight against terrorism cannot be won by 
security measures alone; it has psychologi-
cal, sociological and economic dimensions. 
We must address all of these dimensions. 
We will continue to work to secure peace, 
security and hope for a just and prosperous 
future in the region and the world. This is 
our historical and humanitarian duty.

As I end my speech, I would like to empha-
size that Turkey is highly aware of its glob-
al responsibilities and wants to see peace, 
stability and economic development in its 
region and the world. It is this longing for 
peace that makes Turkey an island of se-
curity and stability despite the crises and 
chaos in its region.

I once again extend my sincere respects to 
you all and thank you for your attention.
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Mr. president and distinguished members 
of the Turkish Contractors Association, es-
teemed members of the business commu-
nity, distinguished guests, ladies and gen-
tlemen:

I salute you sincerely. I am very happy to 
be with you at the Foreign Contracting Ser-
vices Award Ceremony.

I thank the Turkish Contractors Associ-
ation and the Ministry of Economy for 
bringing us together on the occasion of 
this meaningful award ceremony.

I especially congratulate each of our 42 

companies that rank among the top 250 in-

ternational contractors. I also congratulate 

the five companies that rank among the 

top 225 international technical consultan-

cy companies. I would like to express my 

gratitude on behalf of my country and peo-

ple to everyone from bosses and engineers 

to the workers who contributed to the suc-

cess of the companies who won awards.

“One Minute” Was Addressed to 
All Tyrants, Not Just Israel

Foreign Contracting Services Award Ceremony | Ankara | February 15, 2015 
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Previously, as prime minister and now as 
president, I have been working wholeheart-
edly for the success and growth of these 
companies which make our country proud 
in every corner of the world. Thank God, 
these efforts have not been in vain. The last 
time I attended this award ceremony was 
in 2010. The number of companies that 
received awards was 33 then; it is 42 now. 
The average value of projects undertak-
en in 2010 was below 40 million dollars. 
This figure exceeded 82 million dollars last 
year. Turkey ranks second on the list with 
42 companies after China, which has 62 
companies on the list. We rank higher than 
all other countries.

When we look at the geographical distri-
bution of the projects carried out by our 
companies in 2014, we see that the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, the 
Middle East and Africa account for 98 per-
cent. It appears that the projects are con-
centrated in neighboring countries with 
whom we share a common historical and 
cultural background. Sometimes they ask 
us questions, or to be more accurate, they 
pick on us by asking, ‘What are you doing 
in the Middle East, Africa, South Ameri-
ca or South Asia?’, ‘Why are you going to 
these regions?’ or ‘Why are you interested 
in these regions?’

Last Sunday, we set out on a trip to South 
America, and by Friday, we had visited Co-
lombia, Cuba and Mexico. We heard the 
same reproach and criticism. President 
Mithat Yenigün of the Turkish Contractors 
Association and many of our friends that 

are present here today were with us on that 
trip. If we do not go to these regions and 
improve our official relations and personal 
friendships, how are we supposed to main-
tain and strengthen the presence of our 
businessmen and contractors there? These 
activities and relations will open doors for 
us. Our business volume has increased ten-
fold in some countries and a hundredfold 
in others in the last 12-13 years. 

As you know, we take businessmen with us 
on all visits. On such trips, we sometimes 
travel with two planes or three planes or 
on a single plane as we did on the last trip. 
We hold business council meetings every-
where we go wherever possible. Our busi-
nessmen hold meetings and make contacts 
with their sectoral counterparts during 
these visits. 

We will continue to travel the world with 
one foot planted firmly in Turkey

We saw great potential for the contracting 
sector in the South American countries we 
visited last week. The presidents of these 
countries mentioned this to us in person. 
They said they wanted to work with us. We 
told our counterparts about the achieve-
ments of our contractors in the projects 
they carry out around the world. We par-
ticularly recommended the services of our 
contractors. I believe that the businessmen 
who accompanied us were also engaged in 
very useful and productive initiatives. The 
relations that were built as a result of these 
negotiations will improve further on their 
return visits.
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Some allege that we make touristic visits 
to these regions. Those who say so may be 
going abroad for that purpose. But we seek 
to find how we can contribute to our coun-
try and what opportunities we can provide 
to our people everywhere we go. We talk 
about these issues with everyone we meet. 
Inspired by Rumi’s compass metaphor, one 
of our feet will be firmly rooted in Turkey 
as we continue to travel the whole world. 
We say, “No stopping, stay on track” be-
cause we have goals for 2023. We will work 
harder to make Turkey one of the world’s 
top 10 most developed countries. When I 
said that I would not be a president who 
just signs documents, but that I would be 
working, running and sweating, some peo-
ple objected to that. Can you achieve any-
thing by sitting idle? Our country’s most 
distinguished businessmen are here today. 
I ask them, “Did you achieve success by sit-
ting idle? Is it possible to succeed by sitting 
idle? How did you come to rank second in 
the world? Did you achieve this by sitting 
idle or by working and running hard?”

Of course, we will work, run and sweat. 
Those who are used to armchair politics and 
armchair opposition try to judge us. Howev-
er, it is actually their position that must be 
criticized and viewed as strange. They have 
no project or vision. They do not even have 
a dream. They do not exert any effort at all. 
Why would this nation entrust this country 
and its future to you? You would not even 
trust them to be a security guard at your 
construction site. Why would this nation 
rely on you? And they do not.

There is an election on June 7. I say that 
Turkey should discuss the new Turkey, 
the presidential system and the new con-
stitution extensively. All three countries 
we visited are governed by the presiden-
tial system. The parliament that will be 
formed after the election should make this 
a priority and reach a consensus quickly. If 
the system is not dynamic and smooth but 
obstructive, you cannot achieve anything. 
Therefore, we have to take these steps. This 
is my personal opinion and advice based 
on my 40 years of political experience. I 
am not just repeating things from the pag-
es of a book. Theory does not ensure suc-
cess. You can only achieve success when 
theory meets practice.

Those who oppose this system do not 
have any project for the future

We do not know what those who oppose 
this system want or what their dream for 
Turkey is after the election. We try to un-
derstand them, but unfortunately, there is 
nothing to understand. They do not have 
any project or vision that will contribute 
to the future of the country and increase 
the level of happiness and prosperity. For 
this reason, we will continue to work with 
you. You build and improve, but they do 
neither.

We will visit every single country in Cen-
tral Asia, the Middle East, Africa, South 
Asia, South America -- in short, in the 
whole world -- and we will get involved 
in every business. Thank God, we visit all 
those places and see how well our country 
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is doing. We could not have understood 
this if we had not been to those places. We 
will not look at those behind us. We will 
look to those ahead of us and try to catch 
up with them. We will travel to those coun-
tries as the government with businessmen, 
civil society organizations, charitable or-
ganizations like the Turkish Cooperation 
and Coordination Agency (TİKA), Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presiden-
cy (AFAD), the Turkish Red Crescent, the 
Yunus Emre Institute and universities.

Esteemed Friends,

We do not go to all those places just to do 
business, make money or establish diplo-
matic contacts. We are different than the 
other countries that travel to those places. 
We view the people there as our friends. 
We visit those places like a brother visit-
ing another brother or a friend visiting a 
friend. We share a common historical and 
cultural background and a vision for the 
future with them.

For example, you could say that South 
America is very remote and very unrelated 
to us. The flight to Colombia was a 14-hour 
non-stop flight. However, like the rest of 
the Americas, South American countries 
host hundreds of thousands or maybe mil-
lions of people who have migrated from 
our region since the 1800s. Some of these 
immigrants have played significant roles 
in politics, trade, culture and arts in those 
countries. Building friendships through 
these people alone can achieve a strong 
presence for Turkey in South America. 

Likewise, South Asia seems far away from 
us. However, we established very signifi-
cant relations with this region during the 
time of the Ottoman Empire. The same 
goes for Africa. You know that we recently 
visited Ethiopia, Djibouti and Somalia. The 
world’s most powerful countries do not go 
to these regions, but we do. At the same 
time, we are inseparable from the Balkans, 
Central Asia and the Middle East. We have 
emotional ties with many people over a 
very large area. We just need to reach out 
to those places; the rest is very easy.

But we need to demonstrate what is 
unique about us in the places we visit. At 
a time when mercy is in short supply, we 
have to stand for mercy and be the voice 
of conscience. This should be what makes 
us unique. Western countries are very 
wealthy and prosperous. When you look 
at Africa, Asia or South America, you see a 
completely different picture. The prosperi-
ty of the West was built on the tears, grief, 
blood, labor and natural sources of billions 
of people in these regions. We will never 
and could never build a prosperous system 
on the backs of the poor, the suffering, vic-
tims and the oppressed. This would be a 
violation of our faith, culture and history.

We cannot eat bread soaked in tears

Wealth that is gained from the tears of 
the oppressed and the blood of victims 
burns us all. We cannot build a civilization 
based on the exploitation of the labor and 
resources of others. We cannot eat bread 
soaked in the tears of others. Blood-stained 
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money will not bring us happiness. That is 
why we speak up for Syria, Egypt, Palestine 
and Myanmar; that is why we shout “the 
world is bigger than 5”. A hundred and 
ninety-six countries in the world are ruled 
by the decisions of five members of the UN 
Security Council. Can we accept such a sys-
tem of justice, such a system of rights or 
such a world of freedom? No, we cannot.

The distortions, flaws and shortcomings 
of the international system are crushing 
mankind at every level. That is why we con-
tinue to speak out about these issues. That 
is why we said “One Minute” in Davos. It 
was addressed not only to Israel, but to all 
of the tyrants in the world. We did this in 
order to stand up for the downtrodden. We 
were addressing the conscience of the en-
tire world when we asked, “Where are you 
Mr. President?” to Mr. Obama regarding 
the Syrian Turkomans who were viciously 
killed in their homes in the United States.

We believe that a person’s value is not 
determined by his faith, country, race or 
color. The life of every single human be-
ing, the most honorable of all created be-
ings, is equally important and precious. It 
is unacceptable that those who rise in pro-
test for the 12 people killed in Paris play 
the ostrich when it comes to the 350,000 
people killed in Syria. We must recognize 
this. Do we hear their voices? No. Why do 
they keep silent? They marched in France, 
but when it comes to the 350,000 people 
that were killed, the European Union does 
not say a word. The United States conducts 
airstrikes, and that is all. We must con-

template this very seriously because it be-
hooves us as a nation to do so.

In fact, the same inconsistency is evident in 
certain circles in our country as well. Those 
who kept silent about the girl killed while 
travelling home on a bus that was set on fire 
by terrorists tried to stir up Turkey for oth-
ers who died during a protest. These people 
are so alienated from their own country, na-
tion, values and culture that they think they 
are protesting the recent brutal murder of 
Özgecan by dancing. What kind of behavior 
is this? You should recite Surah Al-Fatiha if 
you know it by heart or pray that Allah will 
give rest to her soul if you do not. You should 
offer your condolences to her family. What 
do they do? They dance. Does this have a 
place in our culture? This means that they 
literally take pleasure in her death. Danc-
ing in the face of death and pain does not 
have a place in our culture. Of course, only 
the ones involved really know the depth of 
the suffering. I once again pray that she will 
rest in peace and I offer my condolences to 
her grieving family, those who loved her 
and our country. The perpetrators of this 
vicious and brutal murder were arrested. I 
am personally following this case to ensure 
that they receive the severest punishment 
they deserve.

Violence against women is a bleeding 
wound in our country

Esteemed Friends,

Violence against women is a bleeding 
wound in our country. According to our 
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faith, human beings are the most honora-
ble of all created things. It does not say men, 
it does not say women and it does not say 
children. What does it say? Human beings. 
In our culture, women are held in high es-
teem. When we remember the Seljuk Em-
pire, we remember Terken Khatun. When 
we remember the Ottoman Empire, we 
remember Hayme Ana, Bala Khatun and 
Nilüfer Khatun. We cannot tell the story 
of Suleiman the Magnificent without com-
memorating his mother, Hafsa Sultan. We 
cannot understand Ghazi Mustafa Kemal 
without remembering Zübeyde Hanım. 
Our women played significant roles and 
made great sacrifices for the foundation of 
the republic as well.

When the 50 Turkish lira banknote was 
designed, I was presented with a draft, 
and I said to the designers, “We have suc-
cessful women in our history. We should 
have the portrait of one here.” So we used 
the portrait of Fatma Aliye Hanım, who 
was one of the significant novelists of the 
late Ottoman and early Republican period, 
on the reverse side of the 50 Turkish lira 
banknotes. We are witnessing the suppres-
sion of women on the pretext of tradition 
or their commodification on the pretext of 
modernity.

Let me say this clearly. Whoever practic-
es violence against women because they 
think women are weak, vulnerable and 
helpless is despicable and pathetic. Vio-
lence against women is a betrayal of Al-
lah’s trust. For us, those who use violence 
against women to demonstrate superior-

ity are no different than those who bur-
ied their daughters alive because of their 
gender during the Period of Ignorance. On 
the other hand, those who market women 
like a commodity in the media, streets and 
at workplaces are no different than those 
who traded them like a commodity during 
the Period of Ignorance.

Throughout my political career, I have al-
ways worked to give women their rightful 
position in all areas of life. I have and will 
continue to ensure that women are protect-
ed against violence and commodification. I 
have made every effort to ensure that wom-
en and men are represented equally in the 
political party I founded. We have formed 
the most extensive, active and hardwork-
ing women’s organization. Although wom-
en have not attained a sufficient level of 
political participation, there has been un-
precedented progress in this area.

We carried out a great deal of work to 
improve and advance women’s econom-
ic and social status during my tenure as 
prime minister. We worked hard to liber-
ate women from gender inequality in all 
areas of life by introducing amendments 
to the constitution, laws and regulations. 
With the Committee on Equal Opportuni-
ty for Women and Men founded in 2009, 
we made sure that this matter is constantly 
monitored and controlled by parliament. 
The Law to Protect Family and Prevent Vi-
olence against Women enacted in 2012 is 
a revolutionary milestone in this regard. I 
believe the work carried out on this issue 
has ushered in a new era in our country. 
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We implemented many projects that pro-
mote affirmative action for women in ed-
ucation and employment. We enacted a 
series of legal amendments to promote 
women’s employment. These are all sig-
nificant developments, but what is even 
more important is to develop additional 
monitoring mechanisms and sanctions to 
eliminate shortcomings in the implemen-
tation of these legal amendments. This is 
the only way to change people’s mentality 
in the long term.

I call on you gentlemen who represent a 
vast majority in decision-making mech-
anisms. This could have happened to our 
daughters as well. Real improvement will 
never be possible unless we address this 
matter. I hope that the awareness that 
emerged as a result of Özgecan’s death will 
result in a new beginning. I condemn those 
who attempt to use this tragic incident and 
this social problem for political gain.

You must exercise utmost care to abide 
by justice and the principles of the Ahi 
Order

Esteemed Friends,

We said that we cannot exploit the labor 
of others or eat bread soaked in tears. Our 
sensitivity on this issue is not and should 
not be limited to the international arena. 
We must maintain this sensitivity in our 
work as well. You represent your country in 
the places you operate not only as business 
corporations, but also as the proud faces of 
this nation. We view human beings as the 

most precious and sacred of all creatures. 
People are very important everywhere and 
in all situations. Of course, you need to 
make a profit from your operations; no one 
can object to that. However, you should be 
conscious of your mission. I expect you to 
maintain good relations with everyone, in-
cluding the workers you employ, your sup-
pliers and subcontractors.

You must demonstrate how different you are 
from the companies of other countries oper-
ating in the same sector by offering higher 
quality and more economic value as well as 
adopting a humane and fair approach. You 
should also expand the “culture of partner-
ship” that President Yenigün just spoke of to 
the future in many different ways. Although 
it is good to have competition, I also regard 
it as a tool for exploitation. Our nation val-
ues sharing and solidarity. Our country has 
the values of the Ahi culture. If we conduct 
our business based on this culture of shar-
ing and, for instance, carry out one or two 
projects with a partner and let others do a 
third one, I believe that no one can stop the 
Turkish nation.

You should also do charity work in the 
countries you operate either directly or 
through public institutions or civil society 
organizations dedicated to charity. When 
your job is done in a place, you should 
leave behind not only buildings, bridges 
and roads, but also hearts full of gratitude. 
I believe that this kind of behavior will cre-
ate greater appreciation for you and you 
will be in a much more preferable position.
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You should strengthen this approach in 
your domestic operations as well. Our 
country is more advanced than ever before 
in terms of financial and technical capac-
ity, manpower and legal infrastructure. 
I do not want to see any building site or 
workplace that does not provide humane 
working conditions or comply with occu-
pational health and safety standards. You 
are obligated to meet these conditions and 
to ensure your subcontractors meet them. 
We care about improving working condi-
tions as much as we care about increasing 
employment. This is not about legislation, 
but mentality. We need to figure this out.

We will grow, get stronger and make prof-
its, but we will do so without exploiting an-
yone or making them suffer. We will devel-
op and make progress while maintaining 
our faith, history, culture and honor with-
out compromising the values of our civi-
lization. We will never choose to increase 
our prosperity by abandoning our values 
of mercy, conscience and compassion.

I believe that all of our businessmen and 
employers will exercise utmost care to show 
fairness and respect the principles of the Ahi 
order in their operations. I sincerely believe 
that every businessman in this country will 
crown their success in business with good 
manners, integrity and charity.

I once again congratulate our award-win-
ning contractors and technical consultants 
and wish them continued success. I hope 
to see far more than 42 companies on this 
list in the coming years.

I salute you with respect.
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Distinguished president of Azerbaijan, es-
teemed president of Georgia, distinguished 
guests:

I extend my sincere respects and hope 
that the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Pro-
ject (TANAP), which constitutes the back-
bone of the Southern Gas Project, will be a 
blessing for our countries, peoples and the 
region.

I thank both presidents for honoring us 
with their presence on the occasion of this 
ceremony and joining our brothers and sis-
ters in Kars who are gathered here. I hope 
that we will also celebrate together when 
the gas starts flowing in 2018.

Oil and natural gas projects are generally 
identified with conflicts, fights, wars and 
exploitation in the world. I believe that this 
project will be identified with peace and 

The Eurasia Region Needs 
TANAP

Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline Project (TANAP)  
Groundbreaking Ceremony | Kars | March 17, 2015 
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prosperity. We have never attempted to 
build prosperity on the suffering of other 
societies or countries; this has not been our 
mentality. I know that the distinguished 
presidents share the same perspective.

We are all aware of our responsibilities to 
make the world a more just, livable and peace-
ful place. I believe that with this project, we 
can jointly show the whole world a new ap-
proach regarding the use of natural resources.

I hope with all my heart that this pipeline, 
which will start from the eastern border 
of Turkey and end at the western border 
carrying the Shah Deniz gas to Europe, will 
also transport peace. As you know, there 
are three key components in natural gas 
distribution: the supplier, transit and the 
consumer. In this case, Azerbaijan is the 
supplier, Georgia and Turkey are both tran-
sit and consumer countries, and Europe is 
a consumer. Two world wars and numer-
ous large and small scale wars have shown 
us that economic resources lead to disaster 
if they are not used to serve humanity.

This project demonstrates our will to put 
the resources we have into the service of 
the citizens of our countries, the peoples of 
the region and all mankind. I am thankful 
that we set out on this journey and took 
these steps together.

We aim at 500 billion dollars in exports 
by 2023

Distinguished Presidents and Esteemed 
Guests,

Turkey has achieved significant democrat-
ic and economic progress as a result of im-
portant reforms in the last 12 years. In this 
process, we worked hard to amend past 
shortcomings, tripled growth in all areas, 
made infrastructure investments and im-
proved the investment climate.

Per capita national income increased from 
3,500 dollars to 11,000 dollars in this peri-
od. Our export volume rose from 36 billion 
dollars to 157 billion dollars. Tourism rev-
enue increased from 12.5 billion dollars 
to 34.5 billion dollars. When we came to 
power, the total length of divided highways 
was 6,100 kilometers. We added another 
17,590 kilometers. We made every corner 
of our country easily and safely accessible 
with high-speed railways and airports. We 
embarked upon an urbanization initia-
tive in housing that is viewed as a model 
around the world.

You saw the construction sites all over the 
city on your way here. We launched an urban-
ization initiative in housing that is viewed as 
a model around the world. We changed the 
face of our country with dams, irrigation 
facilities, rural development projects and in-
frastructure investments in all areas.

We are now getting ready for our 2023 
goals. Our aim is to become one of the 
top 10 economies in the world with the 
strength of our young and educated pop-
ulation by reaching 500 billion dollars in 
exports, a GDP of 2 trillion dollars and 
single-digit unemployment and inflation 
rates.
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In this context, we are planning to turn 
Turkey into an energy distribution hub for 
the region. Ceyhan has now become one of 
the most significant oil distribution hubs 
in the world. Once the situation in Iraq and 
Syria returns to normal, Ceyhan’s position 
will grow in importance and its capacity 
will increase.

Likewise, we have natural gas and oil pipe-
line projects with other countries that are 
currently underway. Among these projects, 
TANAP has a special place due to its route 
and goals. This project is not an alternative 
to any other project. Once we complete all 
the stages of this very unique project in 
Anatolia and Greece along the Southern 
Gas Corridor, we will have built a strong 
connection between Europe and the Caspi-
an region.

The entire Eurasia region needs this pro-
ject more than Azerbaijan, Georgia and 
Turkey do. The contribution of this project 
to peace will surely attract as much atten-
tion as its economic impact.

Our goal is for natural gas to begin flow-
ing in 2018

TANAP is 1,850 kilometers long and will 
cost 10 billion dollars, and it is definitely 
worthy of this mission. I hope that gas will 
begin flowing in 2018 as projected at an 
initial capacity of 16 billion cubic meters 
which will then gradually increase to 22 
billion cubic meters and finally to 31 bil-
lion cubic meters.

I hope TANAP will benefit the Turkish 
provinces it will pass through, including 
Ardahan, Kars, Erzurum, Erzincan, Bay-
burt, Gümüşhane, Giresun, Sivas, Yozgat, 
Kırşehir, Kırıkkale, Ankara, Eskişehir, Bi-
lecik, Kütahya, Bursa, Balıkesir, Çanakkale, 
Tekirdağ and Edirne. We hope that this 
1,850-kilometer pipeline that will traverse 
our country from the very east to the very 
west passing through 20 provinces, 67 dis-
tricts and 600 villages will be completed 
and operational as soon as possible.

I once again thank the esteemed presidents 
and our distinguished guests for honoring 
us with their presence. 

I wish the companies, engineers, techni-
cians and workers involved in this project 
every success.

I thank everyone who played a role in 
bringing the project to this stage.

I once again hope that the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Trans Anatolian Natural 
Gas Pipeline Project will be a blessing. May 
Allah protect us from accidents and evil.

I salute you with respect.    
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that 
the exhibition on “Documents of the First 
World War on its 100th Anniversary” and 
the symposium will be beneficial to our 
country and nation.

I welcome scientists and all participants of 
the symposium and exhibition from Tur-
key and abroad. Thank you for your contri-
butions to our history and culture.

I congratulate the General Directorate of 
State Archives, its general director and his 
team for organizing this wonderful and im-
portant program. Thank you for your con-
tribution to our history and culture.

The archives are important for us. That is 
why we moved them to this modern build-
ing in Kağıthane. As a result, the Ottoman 
Archives now provide better quality ser-
vice. However, I think it is helpful to men-
tion some facts at this point. There have 

World War I Is Not Over! 

Opening of the exhibition of “Documents of the First World War on its 
100th Anniversary” and the Global Archive Directors Congress 

Istanbul | March 19, 2015 
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been some people criticizing even this 
building. No matter what they say, I believe 
we built an archive building that is worthy 
of the legacy of our ancestors and history.

Today, there are 64 independent states in 
the area that was once within the borders 
of the Ottoman Empire. All of these coun-
tries need to refer to the Ottoman Archives 
from time to time. Researchers from the 
countries that had relations with the Otto-
man Empire, the most powerful state of its 
time, can trace their history in this archive.

If we cannot offer a service that is worthy of 
this great legacy, we will be ashamed before 
our ancestors and the entire world. Those 
criticizing this project very harshly are 
successors of those who sold the memory 
and archives of this nation abroad as scrap 
paper. We will continue to do our part to 
pass on this valuable treasure which is our 
nation’s memory to future generations.

Nations exist and survive thanks to their 
history and are nourished from their roots

This building provides ample space to re-
searchers for their studies. The Ottoman 
Archive Gallery established in this spa-
cious area makes it possible to see the doc-
uments in situ. The number of archivists 
employed by the institution has increased 
significantly. The number of documents 
made available to researchers has doubled 
by moving to this building and by em-
ploying additional personnel. Restoration 
of worn-out documents can now be per-
formed under much improved conditions. 

As you know, restoration is an extremely 
important activity in archives. With the in-
troduction of this building, digitization has 
increased eightfold compared to previous 
years. In a speech that I delivered in this 
very room at the opening ceremony of this 
modern archive building, I had said that 
students should be able to see this valuable 
treasure handed down from our ancestors. 
To date, 20,000 students have visited this 
place and had the opportunity to breathe 
this atmosphere and see these important 
documents. Our children can now become 
acquainted with the rich heritage of their 
ancestors and understand history from a 
wider perspective. I hope we are worthy 
of the civilization that passed this legacy 
down to us. I also hope that we can take the 
legacy we inherited from them even fur-
ther.

Dear Brothers,

The late Akif said it so well. “They say his-
tory repeats itself. Would history repeat 
itself if the lessons had been learned?” Na-
tions survive thanks to their history and 
are nourished by their roots. We certainly 
do not regard history as a pile of incidents 
from the past. On the contrary, we see his-
tory as our future. What do we mean? We 
are the future with roots in the past. In this 
respect, history is a living being.

History is full of lessons. Unfortunately, 
our country has, for a long time, neglected 
its duty to research our history and read 
and examine the documents we have. For 
generations, we have been told that the 
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history of this country and nation started 
in 1923, and our thinking was restricted 
in this way. The Republic of Turkey was 
founded in 1923, but our roots are much 
deeper. The Republic of Turkey is not the 
first state we founded as a nation; it is the 
most recent. We must first come to terms 
with this fact. The history of our states 
symbolized on the Presidential Seal dates 
back more than 2,200 years.

We must learn lessons from the 
Çanakkale victory and the Balkan defeat

There are lessons that we need to learn 
from many of the incidents over the last 
2,200 years of history. There are extreme-
ly important lessons to be learned from 
World War I, which this exhibition and 
symposium are named after. If the Çanak-
kale victory is the greatest victory of the 
last 200 years of our history, the Balkan de-
feat is one of the greatest embarrassments. 
There are lessons to be learned from the 
Balkan defeat and the Çanakkale victory. 
Another important page in our history is 
the Sarıkamış disaster. We are commemo-
rating its 100th anniversary and we must 
learn from it as well.

It is easy to read history today and judge 
or condemn the actors responsible for it. 
Today, some people mock the statement 
“We fought against the great powers of the 
world” and treat this with contempt. Simi-
larly, they make little of the statement “We 
were not defeated; we lost the war because 
the Germans were defeated”. There are 
even those who have lost their senses to say 

that “The Ottoman Empire was a puppet in 
the Battle of Gallipoli”. They say so because 
they are unaware of the significance of the 
Battle of Gallipoli.

There is something in particular that I 
would like to emphasize. World War I is an 
important page in our history where our 
armies fought with faith and determina-
tion and achieved significant victories, de-
spite all the hardship and shortages. This 
achievement cannot be overshadowed by 
criticism from impudent people who have 
made a practice of belittling their history 
and who have no notion of the principle of 
pacta sunt servanda or national pride. Had 
they been successful in overshadowing 
these achievements, we would not be here 
today. We did fight against all great powers 
of the world in World War I. In addition to 
Çanakkale, our soldiers fought heroically 
on many fronts in the Caucasus, Galicia, 
the Sinai and Iraq, and they kept our flag 
flying high.

Another victory we should proudly remem-
ber from this war is the Ottoman victory at 
Kut Al Amara. Our army commanded by 
Halil Pasha captured 13 British generals 
and 481 officers. In Tripoli, a military unit 
of 1,000 soldiers together with civilians 
stopped an army of 100,000 soldiers. Our 
forces regrouped after the Sarıkamış disas-
ter and together with the Islamic Army of the 
Caucasus commanded by Nuri Pasha saved 
Baku and the entire region from the enemy.

We put up a glorious resistance and 
struggle in World War I
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This nation put up a glorious resistance 
and fought everywhere in World War 
I. There are a lot of lessons to be learned 
from this. Yahya Kemal reflects the spirit of 
those days in these lines:

“This breaking storm is the Turkish army, 
gracious Allah

Dying on your behalf is this army, gracious Allah

So that your name will be exalted in the 
call to prayer

Make them victorious, for this is the last 
army of Islam.”

Thank God, the last army of Islam did its 
part everywhere from Çanakkale to Kut Al 
Amara and made our nation proud.

Another name for World War I is “the First 
War of Partition.” This definition is also 
very important. It was about dividing up 
the Ottoman Empire which controlled oil, 
the Mediterranean region and trade routes 
of the Suez. This point of view allows us to 
better understand not just the incidents of 
the past but those of the current day.

We can understand what is happening in 
Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Libya by looking 
back at history. Our nation shouldered its 
responsibilities then, and it is doing the 
same today. We will keep on making this ef-
fort, for we believe that there is a fate above 
all fates. I believe that both the sacrifices of 
our nation and the cry of the wronged Is-
lamic world will eventually be heard.

Dear Friends, Brothers,

Today, we can see very clearly that World 
War I is not over yet. The long parenthe-
sis opened by World War I has not been 
closed yet. Those who shaped our region at 
the end of this war were aiming to separate 
hearts and souls from each other with the 
borders they put up between peoples. We 
see the shadow of the order established in 
World War I behind all problems, conflicts 
and the bloodshed in our region.

The Sykes-Picot Agreement signed at the 
end of the war only brought unrest, chaos, 
pain, tears and oppression; we need to rec-
ognize this. The chaotic order established 
in our region and across the world at that 
time is still in effect. The borders created 
with this agreement were intended to in-
crease ethnic, religious and sectarian sepa-
ration, not to end them. This intent is clear-
ly seen in the memoirs and documents 
from the period.

We never treated the Middle East, the 
Balkans, the Caucasus and North Africa 
the way they did

What did the British spy Lawrence -- one of 
those primarily responsible for the unrest 
that still persists in the Middle East -- say? 
This is very important. He said, “This war is 
not fought against the military might of the 
Turks but against their hearts and minds.” 
This is what Lawrence said. Those who fought 
against us knew that they would not be able 
to establish their order without cutting away 
our hearts and minds from these places.
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When Turkey started to become influen-
tial in the region with its history, civiliza-
tion and heartfelt ties in the 2000s, the 
same strategy was implemented. We never 
treated the Middle East, the Balkans, the 
Caucasus and North Africa the way they 
did, and we have no intention of doing 
so. We do not view these regions as chess 
boards where all kinds of strategies can be 
implemented. This is not how we should 
view the region.

We view these regions and the peoples in 
these regions as our brothers or, at worst, 
as our friends. That is why we have tried to 
do whatever a brother can do for a broth-
er. Using the strength that we derive from 
our history and culture, we will continue 
to fight against those who try to cover up 
blood with more blood and tyranny with 
more tyranny.

The Armenian Diaspora is aiming to 
instill hostility towards Turkey

Esteemed Friends,

While we celebrate 2015 as the 100th an-
niversary of our glorious battles and vic-
tories, some people are trying to make this 
year the symbol of hostility towards Tur-
key.

The Armenian Diaspora is carrying out 
worldwide campaigns based on allegations 
of genocide to instill hostility towards Tur-
key. I would like to draw your attention 
to the fact that the purpose of these cam-
paigns is to create hostility towards our 

country and nation, and not to commem-
orate the suffering that the Armenians en-
dured in the past.

We have always taken a principled, con-
sistent and honest stance since the very 
beginning. What do we say? We say that 
some disasters and tragedies may have oc-
curred during the years of this great war, 
as they occurred in every period in history. 
Armenians are not the only ones who were 
affected by such incidents. The biggest 
massacres against Muslims in history were 
carried out in the Balkans and the Cauca-
sus at this time. Just as Armenians suf-
fered in Anatolia, hundreds of thousands 
of Muslims suffered at the hand of Arme-
nians. This is all stated in the documents.

This issue should not be exploited for po-
litical gain today, especially in the inter-
national arena. I repeatedly called on the 
Armenian diaspora and the Armenian gov-
ernment and said, “Come and see our ar-
chives and documents. We have hundreds 
of thousands, maybe over one million 
documents that have been properly clas-
sified. Bring all the documents you have. 
Let us assign historians, archivists, politi-
cal scientists and even archaeologists and 
legal experts to work on these documents. 
Everything is out in the open. Let us look 
for the truth here.”

You cannot achieve anything from the 
campaigns you carry out against Turkey 
by visiting and bribing countries and re-
sorting to lobbying and immoral strategies. 
You cannot reach the truth we all need by 
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having resolutions passed by parliaments 
and senates in other countries, by way of 
articles written in the press or through oth-
er events organized against Turkey. We are 
well aware of these developments. We are 
well aware of how these campaigns are car-
ried out.

Armenia did not respond positively to 
our call to open archives

It is in these archives where we must look 
for the truth. However, we have not re-
ceived any response to our invitations yet. 
We also proposed to conduct studies in 
other countries but received no positive 
response. We said that even our army is 
ready to open their archives if necessary, 
but we did not receive a positive response 
to any of our invitations. Let us create a 
joint commission of historians and schol-
ars to work on the archives of other coun-
tries. Let them collect all the documents 
and information in order to shed some 
light on the truth.

Our proposal is persistently ignored. Why? 
Because their aim is not to find the truth 
but to attack and damage Turkey with the 
perceptions they create. This is just what 
they intend to do. With all due respect, we 
have nothing to account for. If we were to 
investigate the tragedies that our nation 
experienced over the last 100-150 years, 
we would have much more to claim than 
the Armenians.

I believe that a great deal of information 
and resources will be uncovered as the Ot-

toman archives are classified and the study 
of history and archives advances in our 
country. This is why we make these invest-
ments. We all, especially our universities, 
have responsibilities in this regard. As part 
of these responsibilities, we have recently 
taken a step to teach Ottoman Turkish in 
our schools. Why? Because a good com-
mand of Ottoman Turkish is needed to 
analyze these resources. With a good com-
mand of Ottoman Turkish, I believe that 
the number of analyzed documents will 
increase significantly.

As the president of this country, I would 
like to reiterate my wish to see increased 
efforts in the area of historical and archival 
research. As before, I will continue to sup-
port the projects to be carried out in this 
area.

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
once again thank everyone who organized 
and contributed to this interesting and 
meaningful event. I once again commem-
orate the 100th anniversary of the Çanak-
kale Victory. I honor the memory of all of 
our fallen soldiers and veterans, especially 
those who fought in the Battle of Gallipoli 
and the War of Independence with grati-
tude and respect. May Allah have mercy 
on their souls. I hope that this exhibition 
and symposium will bring benefits to our 
country and nation. I extend my respects 
to you all.
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Distinguished Guests, Dear Friends, Hon-
orable Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you with respect and affection. 

Welcome to our country and to Istanbul. I 
would like to thank each and every one of 
you for accepting our invitation to attend 
the memorial ceremonies organized on the 
occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the 
Çanakkale land battles. 

I respectfully commemorate the hundreds 
of thousands of people from every nation 
who died, were wounded or who suc-
cumbed to disease during the battles of 
Çanakkale.

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend my appreciation to all participants 
for their attendance and contribution to 
the panel, the high-level session and other 
events organized on this occasion.

We Must Learn from the Two 
World Wars and Take Initiative

Çanakkale 100th Anniversary Peace Summit | Istanbul | April 23, 2015 
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I hope that the peace summit will be a turn-
ing point for establishing and strengthen-
ing world peace. I also would like to thank 
all our guests and friends who will be at-
tending the memorial events that will be 
held tomorrow in Çanakkale.

Esteemed Guests,

On behalf of myself and the nation, I espe-
cially would like to thank the heads of state 
and government, ministers and represent-
atives of nations who are here among us 
for observing this moment with us.

One hundred years ago, Turkish, Anzac, 
British and French soldiers as well as sol-
diers from many other nations departed 
from this world, leaving their dreams and 
futures in Çanakkale. Our brothers from 
every corner of our country as well as 
from Sarajevo, Skopje, Prizren, Komotini, 
Baku, Batumi, Gaza, Jerusalem, Beirut and 
Aleppo fought side by side and fell to the 
ground in each other’s arms.

Çanakkale was the key to World War I. What 
happened on this front paved the way for 
many significant developments, including 
the October Revolution of 1917 in Russia. 
For the duration of World War I, we fought 
on a dozen fronts including Çanakkale si-
multaneously and paid the price for our 
success with the loss of our most educated 
and distinguished generation.

All soldiers in the Battle of Çanakkale 
deserve to be honored

The countries that arrived at Çanakkale in 
their warships returned home with losses 
at least as great. All soldiers in this bat-
tle truly deserve to be honored no matter 
which side they fought on. As heroes who 
fought the Battle of Çanakkale as a “Gen-
tlemen’s Battle”, each of them earned their 
place of honor in history.

Yes, the battles at Çanakkale were part of 
the war, but they were also the scene of a 
message of peace that we wish to commu-
nicate today.

History has few examples of war in which 
human values were so evident. A French 
general relates with astonishment how a 
Turkish soldier bound the wounds of the 
enemy he had just been fighting before 
tending to his own. We hear the story from 
an Anzac soldier of heroes who shared 
what little bread and water they had equal-
ly with their prisoners. Another Anzac sol-
dier who went to Çanakkale when he was 
very young relates how a Turkish soldier, 
instead of killing him in a bayonet fight, 
forced him to go back to his own trench. 
There are so many stories at Çanakkale 
that one can never tell them all.

We must all dwell long and hard on the im-
portant lessons about our future that must 
be learned from one of the bloodiest bat-
tles in human history. I believe that the les-
sons we learn from this war will illuminate 
our present and our future.

Esteemed Guests,
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All sides from the Battle of Çanakkale -- 
those who won, those who lost and those 
who were affected -- are present today. I 
think the message that we send to our peo-
ple and the whole world by coming togeth-
er at this well-attended peace summit 100 
years later is extremely important. I will let 
the historians debate the details and differ-
ent aspects of the Battle of Çanakkale. The 
issue we need to focus on today as leaders 
is how we prevent our countries from be-
ing sucked into this kind of devastation 
again. 

History has very painful examples and les-
sons in this regard. The world system that 
brought an Anzac soldier thousands of 
kilometers away from his home 100 years 
ago to fight an Ottoman soldier at Çanak-
kale is even more complex and intertwined 
today.

In today’s global system, no country can 
completely isolate itself from the difficul-
ties experienced by other countries. A fire 
lit anywhere in the world will, sooner or 
later, spread to other places. The move-
ments of people that begin in regions of 
crisis first affect the neighboring countries 
and then the whole world.

Countries that ignore the global power 
of terrorist organizations will eventually 
face the bitter consequences of this threat. 
Those who turn their backs on the eco-
nomic, political and social problems expe-
rienced by other countries are only deceiv-
ing themselves.

None of our houses are so fortified or re-
mote enough to make us feel safe when we 
close our doors. Therefore, it is essential 
for each country to be sensitive to prob-
lems experienced around the world, not 
just in their own country or region. Coop-
eration to ensure that peace, stability and 
prosperity prevail around the world is not 
a choice anymore; it is a requirement. In 
this respect, not just countries but inter-
national organizations also have a huge 
responsibility.

World War I is still being fought covertly

These observations are the basis of the crit-
icism we voice about the functioning and 
structure of the United Nations Security 
Council. That is why I say, “The world is 
bigger than 5.” After all, the fate of the en-
tire world cannot and should not depend 
on what one country says. 

In the same way, regional organizations, in-
cluding the European Union, must be more 
active and play a more influential role in 
this regard. For example, the situation in 
Iraq is unravelling before us. So are Syria, 
Palestine and Yemen. Shouldn’t we be ask-
ing ourselves why these problems are not 
being resolved? 

We should be seeking a global system that 
is capable not only of intervening in crises 
but also of implementing solutions before 
the emergence of problems. A system that 
cannot distinguish between a tyrant and 
his victims will never achieve legitimacy 
in human conscience.
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If we do not, as national leaders, take ini-
tiative in this area, we may have to pay a 
much steeper price in the future. I think 
that the two horrific world wars in the last 
century and the conflicts currently unfold-
ing in many corners of the world give us 
sufficient food for thought in this regard.

Dear Friends,

Today, there are 64 independent states 
within the borders of the former Ottoman 
Empire, which was the largest and the most 
powerful state in this region for 600 years. 
The impact of World War I is still evident 
in this area; in fact, World War I is still 
being fought covertly. The order that was 
established after the war violates every 
natural boundary, whether geographical, 
human or cultural. Artificial boundaries 
drawn with a ruler offered no solution; 
on the contrary, they bred problems. Divi-
sions based on ethnicity, religion and sects 
are constantly fanned into conflicts which 
have transcended borders and resulted in 
regional and global consequences today.

A system where peace and prosperity of 
one part of the world is derived from the 
exploitation and victimization of another 
part is now a threat to the peace and pros-
perity of all.

We must all accept the fact that the status 
quo established after World War I is no 
longer sustainable. It is obvious that insist-
ing on its continuation will only lead to fur-
ther pain and more threats. One need only 
to go as far as the Middle East to observe 

this fact. The situation in the Middle East, 
the cradle of the oldest civilizations on the 
planet, is truly in a sad state. We must learn 
from this situation. There are currently 2 
million refugees in our country. 1.7 million 
are from Syria and 300,000 from Iraq. To 
date, we spent 5.5 billion dollars for them. 
The United Nations has only provided 250 
million dollars in assistance. No country 
or society can bear the moral responsibility 
of the more than 300,000 deaths in Syria.

Those who do not act to resolve the 
situation in Syria share responsibility 
for the disaster

As you know, people who are trying to es-
cape in boats are drowning in the Mediter-
ranean and the Aegean seas. What do they 
say? “Let them drown, let them die.” Aren’t 
they human beings too? What about the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights? 
Why are we not trying to save these peo-
ple? All of us share this responsibility. We 
do not want them to drown. Our coast 
guard vessels go out and rescue them. We 
take care of them, provide them with food 
and send them to their country.

No political balance of power and no in-
ternational state of affairs can excuse the 
spilling of so much innocent blood. When 
interests of some powers are preferred 
over the demands of the Syrian people, 
the result is a humanitarian drama and a 
global threat. All who remain silent and do 
nothing about the situation in Syria share 
some responsibility for this disaster.
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In the same way, we cannot allow the in-
vasion, civil war and ethnic and sectarian 
violence to continue in Iraq. Iraq should 
be one of the most prosperous and peace-
ful countries in the world because of the 
natural resources it possesses. It is very 
sad to see that they are living under the op-
pression of a terrorist organization called 
Daesh. We all have experience on how dif-
ficult it is to destroy groups like Daesh us-
ing only weapons and war. 

I should also say that this organization has 
nothing whatsoever to do with Islam be-
cause our religion is a religion of peace. In 
our religion, killing one person is equal to 
killing all mankind. Giving one person life 
is equal to giving life to all mankind. There-
fore, those who say that they are members 
of this religion cannot kill women and 
children with a dull knife. They cannot kill 
like this. The political, social and economic 
problems that this organization feeds on 
must be resolved. The Iraqi government 
and the international community can 
achieve this only by working together on 
the basis of human rights, democracy and 
the rule of law.

We have spoken about these issues at 
length with the honorable president of 
Iraq, Fuad Masum, who is with us today. 
We are closely following and supporting 
his sincere efforts. 

Yemen is the latest country engulfed by 
this fire. It is very distressing to see that the 
problems which the parties should resolve 
through dialog and compromise have mor-

phed into civil war due to the provocation 
and support from other countries. We will, 
to the very end, continue our support for 
peaceful efforts to resolve the problems in 
Yemen. 

On the other hand, the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict continues to be the biggest obsta-
cle to lasting peace and order in the Middle 
East. We will continue to support Palestine 
until the occupation of Palestinian territo-
ry ends and there is a return to pre-1967 
borders. This problem cannot be resolved 
until a Palestinian state with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital is established. 

We also want the political, social and eco-
nomic crises in the countries of North Af-
rica, with whom we have long-standing 
historical ties, to be resolved in solidarity. 
Our interest in these regions is based on 
our earnest desire to build a peaceful and 
prosperous future with our brothers with 
whom we share a common history, geog-
raphy and culture. I believe that our over-
arching goal must be to achieve peace and 
security in the whole world.

We view the developments in Ukraine and 
the Caucasus from the same perspective. 
We cannot agree with what is happening 
in Ukraine. We cannot agree with what 
is happening in Crimea. We cannot agree 
with what is happening in Donetsk and Lu-
hansk. Our common history and bonds of 
brotherhood with these regions compel us 
to be more active and play a more promi-
nent role for peace and stability. 
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Racism and Islamophobia are a threat to 
the future of Europe

Movements that are gaining traction in the 
European Union, such as racism, xenopho-
bia and Islamophobia, are a threat to the 
future of the Union which we consider to 
be a peace project.

Those who are most affected by these un-
desirable developments are the almost 
5 million citizens from our country who 
live in these countries. Turkey is following 
these developments closely and voicing its 
concerns on every platform.

We do not think that the European Union 
will be capable of resolving global prob-
lems if it falls short of dealing with its own 
problems.

Dear Friends,

Our region experienced so much pain in 
World War I and suffered such huge losses 
that days and months would not suffice to 
tell all. So much so that today, we have 78 
military cemeteries in 34 different coun-
tries and 349 cemeteries within our bor-
ders.

It is inevitable that a country that fought on 
a dozen different fronts including Çanak-
kale had difficulty maintaining law and or-
der on its own soil. During this time, any-
one who was capable of military service in 
Anatolia was fighting on one of the many 
fronts. This is why the Armenian gangs in 
Anatolia - provoked by various powers - en-

gaged in attacks and massacres against the 
civilian population, which was essentially 
defenseless. The Ottoman Empire had ex-
perienced similar problems in the Balkans 
and had suffered great losses. Therefore, 
the Ottoman State felt that it was necessary 
to take some measures based on this expe-
rience. One of these measures was to send 
the Armenian population in Anatolia to 
the southern parts of the country. Contem-
poraneously, millions of people fleeing oth-
er war-torn regions headed to our country 
and faced significant difficulties. The Ar-
menians who went to the southern regions 
also suffered due to the difficult conditions 
and problems with law and order.

Turkey knows the difficulties that were 
experienced during this time very well. 
All of them are recorded in our archives. I 
would like to say in all sincerity that all of 
the Armenian allegations about the events 
of 1915 are baseless and unsubstantiated, 
especially the figures that have been put 
forward.

We are ready to open our military 
archives about the events of 1915

I would like to address the European Union 
once again from this important gathering. 

I served as prime minister for 12 years. I 
have been president for about one year. 
During this time, I have been saying on 
every international and national occasion 
that we are ready to open our archives. We 
have almost 1 million documents. If there 
are documents in Armenia’s archives, they, 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

176

too, should make them available. If other 
countries have documents, they can do the 
same. In fact, I went even further and said 
that, “We are ready to open our military 
archives as well.” We are not worried and 
have nothing to fear because our ancestors 
were not tyrants.

There are approximately 80,000 Armenians 
in our country right now. Half of them are 
citizens. The rest have fled Armenia due to 
poverty. We did not deport them, we did not 
send them back to their country. We have 
40,000 guests from Armenia in our coun-
try right now. The other 40,000 are Turkish 
citizens. Let the Armenian diaspora ask the 
40,000 Armenians who are citizens here if 
there is any persecution in Turkey. They live 
with us here in this country. 

The Armenian Orthodox Church on the is-
land of Akdamar in Van was restored during 
my tenure as prime minister with money 
from the treasury. Every year, our Arme-
nian citizens and Armenians from around 
the world worship there. Everything is out 
in the open. We have nothing to fear. The 
attacks directed at our country and our 
people by fabricating allegations are defi-
nitely malicious. We cannot accept this. 
We do not discount suffering, neither do 
we consent to a comparison of grief. We 
feel the same grief for the more than 4 mil-
lion Muslims who died while migrating to 
Anatolia from the Balkans, the Caucasus 
and all of the surrounding regions and the 
Armenians who lost their lives. This is our 
understanding.

I would like to remind you of something in 
particular. The Armenians who lost their 
lives during these events were Ottoman 
citizens. In other words, we are not talking 
about an invading force here. We are talk-
ing about our own citizens. They were our 
responsibility. We cannot take pride in the 
deaths of those we were responsible for. On 
the contrary, we are grieved by it. Is it possi-
ble for a nation that has lived alongside the 
Armenians for a thousand years to sudden-
ly treat them with such hostility? We cannot 
accept that the Armenians are singled out 
from the 30 million people who lost their 
lives in World War I to be used as part of a 
campaign directed against our country and 
people. Our nation’s perspective on history 
rests on friendship, as in Çanakkale, and not 
on hostility. Making history a tool of hate 
and animosity benefits no one, not the least 
the Armenian community.

The messages of peace and friendship we 
will deliver at the ceremony which you will 
attend tomorrow in Çanakkale are very fit-
ting, but the hostility based on Armenian 
allegations that will be on display around 
the world tomorrow will be very unseemly. 
To us, the ethnic origin, faith, religion or 
color of the victims are not distinguishing 
factors. That was true in the past, it is true 
today. Seven hundred years ago, Yunus 
Emre scattered the seeds of love and toler-
ance across these lands when he said, “We 
love the created because of the Creator.”

Those who support Armenian allegations 
should also share the pain of 4 million 
brothers killed during the same period
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Last year, I issued a statement that extend-
ed a hand of peace to the Armenians. This 
year the prime minister did the same. To-
morrow, I will issue a second statement. 
Unfortunately, the sincere hand we have 
extended in peace has been left hanging. 
It is also a fact that none of the countries 
and politicians supporting Armenian alle-
gations today have as clean and innocent a 
record in this regard as Turkey does.

I invite those who side with animosity, hos-
tility and enmity instead of dialog, peace 
and friendship to take a second look at their 
position. We will maintain our humane 
and conscientious stance on this issue. It is 
not the job of politicians or parliamentari-
ans to investigate these allegations. This is 
a matter for historians who should study 
the period between the 1870s through the 
1920s. I invite those who support Armeni-
an allegations and express their sorrow to 
share the pain of the more than 4 million 
brothers who lost their lives in the same 
period.

And I do not want them to forget the deaths 
of the more than 40 diplomats who lost 
their lives from the 1970s to the 1990s in 
Armenian terrorist attacks and the suffer-
ing of their families. The Armenian Asala 
organization is still making threats. We 
must stand in solidarity with each other 
against international terrorism so that we 
can protect the rights of the oppressed and 
justice and truth can prevail in this world.

Accepting Armenian allegations as abso-
lute truth and forbidding opposing views 

have no place in a democracy or a state of 
law. We have no problem with the Armeni-
an community today. Neither did we in the 
past. Do you know what the problem is? It 
is the Armenian diaspora that exploits the 
issue and tries to gain political advantage. 
We are always ready to meet and discuss 
the issue with Armenian leaders who have 
common sense so that we can build a com-
mon future. We have no problem with that. 
We share the pain and we should sit down 
to discuss the problems between us and the 
Armenian community, but not with others. 
Whenever we manage to do this, I sincerely 
believe that we will find common ground in 
our collective conscience and humanity.

There is a ceremony at the Armenian Patri-
archate in Istanbul tomorrow. Our minister 
for EU affairs will be in attendance. I will 
be sending a message. We are no strangers 
to each other with the Armenian commu-
nity. When I was mayor, we frequently dis-
cussed these issues with (Armenian Patri-
arch Mesrob II) Mutafyan, who is currently 
ill. We are quite open and frank with each 
other in this regard. Some people are try-
ing to create walls between us, whereas we 
have an open friendship.

Dear Friends,

I would like to refer you to a quote from 
the founder of our Republic, Ghazi Musta-
fa Kemal Atatürk. He said, “War is murder 
unless the survival of a nation is at stake.”

The Battle of Çanakkale was a defensive 
war for us
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Today, Turkey’s actions are guided by this 
principle. The battles at Çanakkale were in 
self-defense because we were protecting 
our honor, motherland and everything sa-
cred to us. Imagine this effort at defense 
which included the conscription of even 
high school students! They were so young 
they had to drag their rifles. This was a 
struggle which necessitated the conscrip-
tion of even the youngest.

In this war, we felt no animosity for any 
person or society we faced on the front. 
The Anzac, British and French cemeteries 
in Çanakkale are clear proof of this. We 
treat these memorial cemeteries with the 
same respect as we treat our own. We pay 
homage to the memory of the soldiers from 
different nations resting in these graves as 
we do for our fallen martyrs. As we salute 
their memory, we continue to maintain the 
gentlemanly attitude of the heroes on the 
Gallipoli front without interruption for the 
last 100 years.

We feel affection, sympathy and respect 
for the Anzac soldiers who made this war 
the beginning of their national history. The 
‘Spirit of Çanakkale’ we believe in is about 
mobilizing all of your resources to achieve 
success even in dire straits. If our true aim 
is to build peace, then the magnitude of 
the difficulties or problems we face should 
not intimidate us. We must act with the 
understanding that we are fighting for a 
common future for all mankind, not just 
for ourselves or our country. We are de-
termined to continue this struggle until 
peace, order and human values replace 

war, terrorism and violence. I hope that 
the representatives of every friendly and 
brotherly country here feel the same way. 
I believe that each of us will do our best to 
make the Istanbul Peace Summit a summit 
for world peace.

I would like to thank you once again on be-
half of myself and my nation for accepting 
our invitation, honoring our country and 
Istanbul with your presence and for com-
ing to Çanakkale to honor the dead tomor-
row. I salute the memory of the hundreds 
of thousands of soldiers from every nation 
who were killed at Çanakkale and ask Al-
lah to have mercy on our martyrs. I salute 
you all with respect and affection.
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Dear Guests, Distinguished Participants: 

I salute you all with respect. It is my hope 
that the 12th International Defense Indus-
try Trade Fair will achieve positive results. 

I would also like to welcome our guests 
from 70 different countries who are here 

for this trade fair to Istanbul. I believe that 
this trade fair is important for the devel-
opment of friendship and cooperation be-
tween the countries and organizations in 
attendance. I extend my sincere appreci-
ation to everyone in the organizing team 
of this fair, which is one of the four largest 
events in the world in its field.

We Support Our Defense 
Industry Not Just For Ourselves 

But Also For Our Friends

12th IDEF International Defense Industry Trade Fair 
Istanbul | May 5, 2015 
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Esteemed Guests,

Although the Republic of Turkey is only 
92 years old, our state tradition goes back 
thousands of years. We settled in this re-
gion about 1000 years ago. Our Land Forc-
es Command is celebrating its 2,224th an-
niversary this year. It has been 944 years 
since the Manzikert Victory which made 
Anatolia our homeland. It was 653 years 
ago that the Janissaries, one of the most 
important military forces in our history, 
was founded. This year marks the 562nd 
anniversary of the Conquest of Istanbul. In 
more recent history, it has been 189 years 
since the founding of our first modern 
army in the 19th century.

Our Republic may be only 92 years old, 
but our military institutions in particu-
lar are much older. Military equipment 
production in our long-standing tradition 
paved the way for our defense industry 
today. During the period from the Seljuk 
Empire to the Ottoman Empire, the most 
powerful warships in the world were built 
in shipyards in this area. Cannons, which 
were the most powerful weapons in land 
battles including during the Conquest of 
Istanbul, were developed and cast here in 
this geography. Until the 17th century, this 
region was the center of the world’s most 
important defense industry. In later years, 
European countries took the lead, and this 
is still the case today. Nonetheless, our mil-
itary equipment production contributed to 
our victories by making good use of scarce 
resources available in difficult times, for 
example during the War of Independence. 

The operation in Cyprus and the 
counterterrorism era demonstrate the 
importance of the defense industry 

The early days of the Republic saw serious 
initiatives in the defense industry based 
on the lessons learned from previous dif-
ficulties. Unfortunately, we observe that 
these efforts were replaced with the pro-
curement of ready-made products from 
abroad. Plane factories, shipyards and oth-
er facilities were closed down and neces-
sary equipment was procured from abroad 
under the NATO umbrella. The Cyprus op-
eration and the war on terror that we had 
to wage for many years taught us the bitter 
lesson that we must establish our own de-
fense industry.

Esteemed Guests,

Despite intensive efforts to establish our 
national defense industry as a result of 
these experiences, our foreign dependence 
was still around 80% in 2002. Today, we 
meet 54% of our defense industry needs 
ourselves. Our goal is to completely end 
the dependency of our defense industry on 
other countries by 2023. Today, there are 
two Turkish companies among the world’s 
largest 100 defense industry companies. 
The manufacturing capacity of our defense 
industry reached 5 billion dollars last year. 
Research and development expenditure 
and technology investments are highest in 
the defense industry with an annual R&D 
spending of 1 billion dollars. I think that 
just the number of defense industry pro-
jects I personally participated in these last 
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two or three years is sufficient proof of the 
progress we made. 

On March 16 of this year, I attended the 
opening of the ASELSAN Gölbaşı Campus 
Radar and Electronic War Center. On De-
cember 15th of last year, I witnessed the 
signing ceremony for the TÜRKSAT 6A 
project in Gebze. In June of last year, I was 
present at the delivery ceremony for our 
ATAK Helicopters. In September of 2013, 
I attended the delivery ceremony for our 
MİLGEM Büyükada Ship which was built 
as part of our corvette project. In 2012, 
I attended the rollout ceremony for our 
HÜRKUŞ plane. Work on our Main Battle 
Tank ALTAY is in its final stages. The pro-
totype for the tank is ready, and mass pro-
duction will start soon. We have numerous 
projects related to unmanned aircraft. The 
ANKA project and the tactical unmanned 
aircraft systems are in their final phases. 
The MİLGEM Heybeliada ship has been 
built and commissioned. Burgazada, an-
other ship that is part of the same project, 
is currently being built. In addition, almost 
100 military ships and police boats have 
been built in our shipyards and delivered 
to the Naval Forces and the Coast Guard 
Command. The process of designing our 
national fighter jet is ongoing. We started 
a project to develop a helicopter specifical-
ly for military and civilian purposes. The 
maritime patrol planes developed with 
contributions from the national defense in-
dustry have been commissioned. To date, 
the Turkish Armed Forces has taken deliv-
ery of 614 KİRPİ vehicles which protect 
personnel from the threat of mines. We are 

now able to manufacture products such as 
cruise missiles, antitank missiles and guid-
ed missiles with our own technology. In 
addition to designing and manufacturing 
satellite systems, we continue to work on 
establishing a satellite launch center. 

We are also engaged in very serious work 
on air defense systems. Testing of the HİS-
AR missiles manufactured for low- and 
mid-altitude air defense has been success-
fully completed. Work on the MIZRAK 
anti-tank missiles is ongoing. Another 
important defense industry project is the 
manufacture of a national infantry rifle. 
Praise be to Allah, we completed this pro-
ject successfully as well.

Our next goal in the defense industry is 
original design

Esteemed Guests,

Our defense industry has moved from 
off-the-shelf procurement to manufacture 
and partial design; our next goal is origi-
nal design. All current projects are aimed 
at this goal. Our initiatives in industry and 
technology are, of course, not limited just 
to the defense industry. We are working on 
a large number of projects ranging from 
domestic chip production and domestic 
automobile design to high speed train loco-
motives and hydroelectric, solar and wind 
energy power plants. In the last 12 years, 
Turkey increased its GDP from 230 billion 
dollars to 800 billion dollars and aims to 
raise it to 2 trillion dollars by 2023.
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In spite of the global crisis, Turkey has 
maintained steady growth, and God will-
ing, it will reach its goals by growing more 
rapidly in the future. As Turkey grows 
stronger and develops thanks to its stabil-
ity and security, it also becomes a source 
of hope for the region. We are extending a 
helping hand to all of the oppressed com-
munities and victims in our region and 
around the world as we try to find solutions 
to their problems. Today, we are among the 
leading countries in the world in terms of 
providing humanitarian aid. Last year, we 
ranked third in the world in humanitarian 
assistance with 4.5 billion dollars.

We are hosting millions of people fleeing 
chaos, instability and conflict in our re-
gion. There are approximately 2 million 
Syrian and Iraqi brothers in our country. 
Since the conflict began in Syria, we have 
spent 5.6 billion dollars to help our broth-
ers taking refuge here.

Europe closed the doors of its heart to 
Syrian refugees

However, European countries are ignor-
ing the fact that the boatloads of refugees 
headed to their shores to seek shelter are 
sinking in the Mediterranean and drown-
ing. There are even countries who propose 
the sinking and destroying of boats before 
they leave harbor as a solution to the prob-
lem. Today, the Mediterranean has become 
a grave for tens of thousands of refugees, 
infants and women who were seeking a 
place of refuge. The waters of the Medi-
terranean and its cruel waves swallowed 

the lives of thousands of children fleeing 
war, famine, starvation and conflict. We 
are following an open-door policy while 
they have tightly closed not only their bor-
ders, but their hearts as well. You cannot 
ensure the security of a country or that of 
the world in this manner. If there is a fire 
nearby, a spark from that fire sooner or lat-
er comes to find you.

The solution is not to turn your backs on 
the fire but to look for ways to extinguish 
this fire with every means possible. No pol-
itics, diplomacy or interest can be more 
important than the tears, pain and death 
of millions of people. What is the name of 
this trade fair? the Defense Industry Fair... 
It is our right and duty as leaders to take 
necessary measures to defend our country, 
motherland and people. However, using 
these capabilities to deprive other societies 
of their rights is not acceptable to us.

As long as there are aggressors in the world, 
we need to be prepared to defend ourselves. 
This is why we support and strengthen 
our defense industry. We do this not only 
for ourselves, but also for our friends and 
our brothers. We make our knowledge, ex-
perience and know-how available to our 
friends. We are not only after selling prod-
ucts; we aim to develop long-term relation-
ships and joint projects.

I would like to once again express my best 
wishes for the 12th International Defense 
Industry Trade Fair. I congratulate the or-
ganizers and salute you with respect and 
affection.
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Dear Guests, Esteemed Friends, Dear 
Brothers watching us live from six differ-
ent countries, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you wholeheartedly. I hope that the 
six projects completed by the Turkish Coop-
eration and Coordination Agency in six coun-
tries with a total investment value of 18.6 mil-
lion dollars will be beneficial to all countries. 

Today, we are celebrating the opening of 
the Bishkek Bread Factory in Kyrgyzstan, 

the Thayet Turkish Military Memorial in 
Myanmar, the hospital in Pakistan named 
after myself, for which I am grateful, the 
Bilge Tonyukuk Highway in Mongolia, the 
Nablus Rashadiye School in Palestine and 
the Mehmet Akif Ersoy Mosque in Kosovo. 
I hope that these projects will provide ben-
efits to all of our brothers there. I would 
like to thank you all for sharing this excit-
ing moment marking the provision of vari-
ous services through these projects. 

The Parallel Organization Has Done 
Its Best To Sabotage TİKA’s Work

TİKA “The Same Signature in Different Regions” Opening Ceremony 
Ankara | May 7, 2015
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I congratulate every single TİKA employee 
involved in bringing to life these projects 
around the world that make Turkey proud. 
The TİKA emblem has become a symbol 
of hope, joy and excitement on five conti-
nents. I would like to express my appreci-
ation to the TİKA chairman and his team 
for these successful accomplishments. 

TİKA has played a vital role in making 
us the third most generous country in 
the world 

Dear Brothers, 

In the last 12 years, TİKA provided aid to 
140 countries, offering services ranging 
from education to healthcare that directly 
impact the lives of people in many areas. 
TİKA played a vital role in making Turkey 
the third highest ranking country in the 
world in terms of humanitarian aid; Tur-
key provided 4.5 billion dollars of human-
itarian aid last year. The geographical span 
of the services we are inaugurating today 
is a good indication of how extensive Tİ-
KA’s operations are. 

On the one hand, we have Albania and 
Kosovo -- in other words, the Balkans, 
which is the land of the Evlad’ı Fatihan 
(sons of conquerors). On the other hand, 
we have our homeland of Central Asia and 
Kyrgyzstan. Then there is Mongolia in East 
Asia, which is home to important symbols 
of our ancient history. We also have the 
star of South Asia, our faithful brother Pa-
kistan, and Myanmar in Southeast Asia, 
which is home to a significant Muslim 

community as well as our fallen soldiers. 
There is also Palestine, whose persecution 
in the Middle East breaks our hearts. We 
are well aware of how meaningful it is for 
such a vast geographical expanse to come 
together for an opening ceremony. We 
have been fighting to protect the honor of 
all our brothers and improve their future 
by embracing three continents and seven 
climates when others are unable to realize 
their dreams even for the 81 provinces in 
this country. 

We do not have empty slogans. We do not 
exploit people. We are simply lending a 
helping hand to our brothers with sincer-
ity, respect and dignity to keep their hopes 
alive. After all, we have always said that 
we will neither be deceived nor will we 
deceive. We are simply lending a helping 
hand to our brothers with sincerity, respect 
and dignity to keep their hopes alive.

I wonder if those who talk constantly of 
Central Asia because of their Turkish na-
tionalism have even once been to the Bilge 
Tonyukuk Steele for which we are opening 
a highway today? Do they know about the 
Bilge Khagan Museum that we built to pro-
tect the Orkhon Inscriptions or the high-
way we built to provide access to the site? 
We have come to the end of the efforts to 
locate the Tomb of Sultan Alparslan in the 
city of Merv. I wonder if those who claim 
to know its location but will not tell us out 
of spite (or so they say) feel any shame as 
they continue to preach their nationalism? 
I doubt it; all they know is how to exploit 
others. Service is not in their vocabulary. 
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We also lent a helping hand to our brothers 
from every ethnic group and faith in Syria 
and Iraq. So far, we spent 5.6 billion dol-
lars for our Syrian guests. Some have set 
their sights on this support as well or are 
trying to use it against us in the elections. 
For goodness sake -- does our tradition al-
low us to shut the door on a guest? Does 
our culture allow us to withhold available 
resources from the oppressed, persecuted, 
the poor or those who seek refuge with us? 
Those who do not possess these values may 
surely resort to such behavior, but we must 
remain true to ourselves. 

Our ancestors opened their arms to tens 
of thousands of people from all faiths flee-
ing the tyranny of the Spanish 500 years 
ago. Whoever came from Eastern Europe, 
Russia, the Caucasus and other regions 
throughout history always found a home 
in Anatolia. We did not hesitate to open 
our borders to those fleeing the tyranny of 
the Gulf War. Today, we are doing the same 
thing and will continue to do so in the fu-
ture. 

These people are not only our brothers in 
terms of history and culture, they are blood 
relatives to our citizens who live along the 
border. 

Our hearts still ache for our Azeri 
brothers who were delivered to the 
enemy at the Boraltan Bridge 

Our hearts still ache for our Azeri broth-
ers delivered to the enemy at the Boraltan 
Bridge after World War II. Those who talk 

about forcing our guests from Syria and 
Iraq to go back probably wish to follow in 
the footsteps of their national leader. But 
our noble people will never allow such an 
embarrassment to happen again. 

Can anyone forget what that Azeri brother 
of ours said after the Boraltan Bridge in-
cident? “If only you had killed us and not 
handed us over to Stalin’s soldiers.” You 
see, they are representatives of this kind of 
a mindset.

We come from a tradition and civilization 
that believes that sharing enriches and not 
impoverishes us. We are thankful that the 
resources of our country and our nation 
are more than sufficient to meet the needs 
of our brothers. Praise Allah, we have un-
dertaken aid operations in 140 countries 
around the world and we have the resourc-
es to open our doors to our brothers who 
live next door. We are working for a Turkey 
that does not close its doors on its broth-
ers, especially those living next door, but 
on the contrary, embraces its brothers even 
more in every area. We will continue to do 
the same in the future. 

Dear Brothers, 

Our civilization has a rich heritage. It is not 
easy assuming the responsibility of such a 
glorious history. One cannot comprehend 
why the Drina Bridge, the Mostar Bridge 
and the Konjic Bridge are so important un-
less one understands the Balkan policy of 
our ancestors. If you do not know about the 
mission of Ahmet Yesevi in Turkestan, you 
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cannot understand what the Sarı Saltık 
Tomb in Blagay means. The history that 
stretches from Merv to Kosovo and from 
there to Istanbul and Çanakkale answers 
the question of why the Tomb of Murat 
Hüdavendigar was restored. 

To understand why we provided 1.5 bil-
lion dollars of aid in the last six years to 
49 of the world’s least developed countries, 
just look back at our historical conscience. 
First of all, we view all of the people we 
help around the world as human beings. 
For us, the mosques, bridges, fountains, 
inns and tombs we restore are living mem-
ories of our civilization that still talk to us. 
We are embracing the 1,400-year-old Mus-
lim identity of Jerusalem with the work 
we are conducting in the holy places and 
cemeteries. If Turkey does not do this, how 
can it stand up for its history, culture and 
civilization? As Turkey’s leaders, would we 
not stand with our heads bowed in shame 
before our ancestors? As those who govern 
Turkey, wouldn’t we be ashamed before fu-
ture generations if we turn our back on our 
history and brothers?

In our country, there is unfortunately still 
a mindset that is ashamed of our ancestors 
and opposes those who wish to embrace 
and revive the heritage of our ancestors. 
There are some columnists who are upset 
when you use the word ‘ancestor’. Why? 
Because these people have no roots. Be-
cause their character is corrupt.

There is a fortress in Istanbul left to us by 
Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror. This fortress 

was built before the Conquest of Istanbul; it 
is an historical edifice that was a harbinger 
of the conquest. The real name of this for-
tress is Boğazkesen. We call it the Rumeli 
Fortress today. As was the case with other 
magnificent works, our ancestors built a 
beautiful small mosque in this fortress to 
serve those who were posted there. 

This Boğazkesen Mosque built by Sultan 
Mehmet the Conqueror was destroyed 
during earthquakes in the 18th century. 
Only the foundations and the minaret re-
mained. The ruins of the mosque were 
later converted into a theater and concert 
area. The area was used in this way for a 
long time, but finally the Istanbul Metro-
politan Municipality began restoring it to 
its original state with the support of a civil 
society organization. Sultan Mehmet the 
Conqueror’s mosque is also being rebuilt. 
The construction is ongoing, and God will-
ing, it will be ready by Eid al-Fitr if not by 
Ramadan and opened for worship. What 
an incredible service to the people! May 
Allah be pleased with those who are build-
ing it. 

But then some who claim to be artists 
stand up at an awards ceremony and say, 
“We will not allow a mosque to be built 
here.” I have news for them: that area was 
a place of worship before it became a stage. 
It has been used in a manner inconsistent 
with its purpose and is now being restored 
to its original state. A newspaper belonging 
to the parallel organization is supporting 
these people by allocating a full page to a 
story about this ceremony. This evil organ-
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ization can exploit those who are clueless 
about the Conqueror’s heritage to betray 
our cultural legacy. These two sides have 
now publicly divulged their secret cooper-
ation during the Gezi protests. We work to 
revive the heritage of our ancestors around 
the world while they try to prevent the res-
toration of the Conqueror’s heritage in our 
own country. 

The parallel organization and separatists 
will not be able to stop us from embracing 
the heritage of our ancestors

There is no future for those who cannot 
embrace their past. Nations that do not 
embrace their history, culture and faith are 
doomed to perish. We will oppose any at-
tack on our national values. We will contin-
ue to restore the heritage of our ancestors 
in our country and around the world. The 
Gezi protesters, the parallel organization 
and the separatists will all fail if they try 
to stop us. Those who support the Vatican’s 
statement against our country and attack 
our Presidency of Religious Affairs will not 
be able to stop us either. 

The parallel organization did its best to 
sabotage and hinder the work of TİKA as it 
did with all of the organizations it viewed 
as an obstacle. They tried to sabotage the 
operations of Ziraat Bank, which was pro-
viding affordable loans to our brothers in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. They claimed links 
between our national institutions and 
terrorism in Kosovo. We see that they dis-
rupted the international operations of our 
Ministry of National Education for years. 

They supported every activity against 
our country around the world. Turkey is 
strong enough to overcome all of these 
obstacles. God willing, we will continue to 
implement many projects with our people 
and our brothers in the region in unity and 
solidarity with each other. 

Dear Brothers, 

I would like to cite a few examples from Tİ-
KA’s restoration work in different parts of 
the world so that those who oppose the res-
toration of the Conqueror’s heritage will 
perhaps learn a lesson or feel ashamed. 

Turkey refurbished the crescent on the 
Dome of the Rock located on Temple 
Mount in Jerusalem for the fifth time. We 
repaired the Al Hansa School in the Otto-
man Military Barracks in Jenin. We con-
verted an Ottoman structure in Ramallah 
to an exhibition and cultural center. We 
restored the Zincirli Madrasa in Bakhchy-
sarai Crimea, one of the oldest educational 
institutions in Eastern Europe, as a ser-
vice to global culture. We also restored the 
Tomb of Hajji Giray Khan, the most famous 
Crimean Khan. We renovated the Mustafa 
Pasha Mosque in Macedonia; the Sinan Pa-
sha Mosque in Prizren, Kosovo; the Fatih 
Mosque in Pristina; the Nizam Mosque in 
Podgorica, Montenegro; the Kadı Seyful-
lah Efendi Mosque in Sophia; the Keçiova 
Mosque in Algeria and the Süleymaniye 
Mosque and Complex in Damascus. We 
restored the Ottoman heritage Hanefi and 
Shafii mosques in Suakin, Sudan as well 
as the Customs Building; the Ottoman-era 
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Government Building, the mosque and 
tomb in Zeila, Somalia; and the Ottoman 
Consulate Building in Harar, Ethiopia. Tur-
key also took care of the tombs of almost 
30 of the Prophet’s Companions (Sahabah) 
and the grave of the Abyssinian King Ne-
gus who stood up for the Muslims who 
sought refuge with him in the early years 
of Islam. We rebuilt the tomb and castle of 
Suleiman the Magnificent in Szigetvár. 

There are hundreds of examples like this. 
We take an interest not only in houses of 
worship, but also in other heritage. We re-
built the house in the Macedonian village 
of Kodzadzik where Ghazi Mustafa Ke-
mal’s father was born and lived. We also 
restored the Military High School in Bito-
la (Manastır) where Ghazi Mustafa Kemal 
went to school. 

Restoring the Boğazkesen Mosque in the 
Rumeli Fortress is protecting history

Today, we are opening the mosque that was 
kept in good repair by the relatives of Tahir 
Efendi, the father of Mehmet Akif Ersoy, 
who was the author of our national anthem. 
It was built for Tahir Efendi so that he may 
work there after his education in Istanbul. 
He was, however, unable to return there. 
Built in 1861, this mosque was damaged 
during the war in Kosovo. TİKA restored 
this mosque, and it now serves Mehmet 
Akif Ersoy’s relatives and townsmen. 

This is the same Akif who said, “Civilization 
has long been sharpening its teeth for you / 
It wants to first tear you to pieces and then 

swallow you.” He is one of our intellectuals 
who drew attention to the challenges we 
faced at that time. We are still confronted 
with the same challenges. 

Akif taught us a lesson when he said: 

“Man allegedly learns from the past. What 
a fairytale!

Have 5,000 years of history taught you so 
little?

They say history repeats itself;

If man had learned the lesson, would it?”

Yes. We will learn about our history. We will 
protect our heritage so that we can prevent 
the mistakes from being repeated. Restor-
ing the Boğazkesen Mosque in Rumeli For-
tress is protecting history. Opposing its res-
toration, however, would be repeating the 
mistakes that will divide and consume us. 

Dear Brothers,

There are so many who are ignorant of 
our history and civilization that we do 
not know which one to expose. The chair-
man of the main opposition party said last 
week, “We do not have ambassadors in 
four large capitals.” Well, which capital cit-
ies are they and why don’t we have ambas-
sadors? One of them is Israel; the same Is-
rael that is constantly attacking Palestine, 
for which our heart is breaking, and killing 
Palestinians and turning their lives into a 
nightmare. Another is Syria; the country 
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of a tyrant who killed more than 350,000 
civilians and murdered its own people. An-
other is Egypt; the country that overthrew a 
democratically elected government with a 
military coup and is sentencing politicians 
with the death penalty. And he doesn’t even 
know what the other one is. 

It is hard to believe anyone could be so pet-
ty and clueless about their own history and 
geography. He thinks that foreign policy is 
about standing with Israel instead of the 
Palestinians, with Assad and not the Syrian 
people, and praising Egypt ruled by coup 
plotters instead of democracy. They prefer 
to side with those who engaged in sectar-
ian politics in Iraq and divided the coun-
try. It is obvious that he has no idea what 
is going on in Libya. He then tries to create 
a coalition that is rooted in Old Turkey by 
joining forces with the parallel structure 
and the party that is supported by the sepa-
ratist organization. This was also what they 
did during the presidential election; they 
brought 14 parties together. 

Learn to respect the religious high schools 
and the Presidency of Religious Affairs

First of all, you need to make peace with 
your nation’s history, culture and civiliza-
tion. First, you need to learn to respect the 
institutions belonging to this nation such 
as the religious high schools and the Presi-
dency of Religious Affairs. 

He makes a speech in Kayseri where he 
says, “I said nothing about closing the 
religious high schools.” They put out an 

‘Election Manifesto’ that includes this very 
position in writing. Which one are we to 
believe? What he says or the manifesto? 
What does it say? It says 1+8+4. What does 
that mean? It means that the religious sec-
ondary schools will be closed. A Muslim 
will not fall for the same trick twice. We 
need to understand this very well. Our re-
solve in this regard will never waiver. In-
stead of promising to bring back the dis-
astrous eight-year compulsory education 
scheme, tell us what you are going to do for 
the history and religion of this country and 
people. First, you should learn to be a party 
for all of the people. The main opposition 
party and the party controlled by the sepa-
ratist organization joined forces to win the 
election by provoking religious, ethnic and 
ideological sensitivities. Look at what he 
says. He says, “Taksim is our Kaaba.” What 
kind of a statement is that? “Taksim is our 
Kaaba.” Well, in the past, the national lead-
er of the main opposition said the same 
thing. They had the same approach back 
then. What did he say? He said, “Let the Ar-
abs have the Kaaba. Çankaya is enough for 
us.” Now, they are saying the same thing. 
“Let the Arabs have the Kaaba. Taksim is 
enough for us.” Is there any difference? 
More of the same. 

The main opposition party and the party con-
trolled by the separatist organization joined 
forces to win the election by provoking reli-
gious, ethnic and ideological sensitivities. 

However, I believe that my Kurdish broth-
ers, my religious Kurdish brothers will 
teach them a lesson with their response. 
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Italy has suffered greatly from coalitions, 
so much so that it passed a law prohibiting 
coalitions and requiring single-party rule. 
What are these people offering our people? 
The Old Turkey coalition. The world seeks 
stability, but they are trying to disrupt the 
climate of stability and security. Other 
countries choose the presidential system 
for stability and as security for a stronger 
democracy while these people cling to the 
parliamentary system that sits in the shad-
ows of monarchy. Our people will not fall 
for this. Our people will not allow a repeat 
of the Old Turkey. I believe that our people 
will be in favor of multiplying our signa-
ture across a broad geography. 

With these thoughts, I would like to ex-
press my best wishes for all six services we 
are inaugurating in six countries today. I 
would like to congratulate everyone who 
made this possible. I wish TİKA all the best 
in their continued efforts. May Allah guide 
our path and good fortune. 
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Dear Friends: 

I salute you with respect and affection. 

I hope that the B20 Turkey Business World 
Leaders Forum Workshop will be benefi-
cial to all. Thank you for your interest and 
participation in the workshop.

As you know, Turkey has been serving as 
the president of the G20 Platform since 
December 1. This historic position places 
a huge responsibility on our shoulders as a 
country. Furthermore, assuming this duty 
at a time of rising chronic problems in the 
global economy adds significantly to this 
responsibility.

B20 Contributions Are 
Important For A Robust 

Global Economy

B20 Turkey Business World Leaders Forum Workshop | Istanbul | May 8, 2015 
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Esteemed Friends,

The G20 was recognized as the fundamen-
tal platform for global economic cooper-
ation after the crisis in 2008. After this 
crisis, the G20 met for the first time at the 
level of leaders, followed by regular meet-
ings since then.

Important steps have been taken under the 
umbrella of the G20 as the global economy 
showed signs of strong growth. The whole 
world watches closely the discussions and 
decisions of the G20. As an active G20 
member, we continue to make significant 
contributions to the work done on this 
platform. The G20 has an inclusive struc-
ture, since it is composed of developed and 
developing countries.

Therefore, the G20 plays an important role 
in terms of the efforts for creating com-
mon solutions to the problems that coun-
tries with different cultures and political 
systems face. This platform is instrumen-
tal in providing a basis for cooperation as 
the economic ties between nations grow 
stronger and mobility increases.

Esteemed Friends,

These are difficult times with slower 
growth in developing countries. Activities 
in financial markets impact all economies. 
The G20 has important work to do at this 
time in order to strengthen the foundations 
of the global economy, deal with structural 
problems and reduce unemployment. Tur-
key has assumed the presidency of the G20 

during such a difficult time. We established 
a team that is managed and coordinated by 
Deputy Prime Minister Ali Babacan in or-
der to fulfill this important responsibility 
in the best way possible.

The G20 Antalya Summit will be a 
milestone

We are doing our best to learn from the ex-
perience of previous presidencies. We are 
conducting our work in consultation with 
our counterparts. Our approach focuses on 
the important role of the G20 in the global 
economic system. We shaped our priorities 
for our presidency as “Together for Inclu-
sive and Robust Growth.” 

I am also happy to say that these priori-
ties received strong support from the G20 
countries. Our work in this regard is pro-
ceeding rapidly on several different tracks. 
The ultimate goal of the work in our term as 
the presidency is the G20 Leaders Summit 
that will be held in Antalya on November 
15-16, 2015. I predict that the G20 Leaders 
Summit that will be held in Antalya on No-
vember 15-16 will constitute a milestone 
that is quite different, more comprehen-
sive and focused on the future than previ-
ous summits. The activities leading up to 
the summit are being coordinated by our 
ministers and the governor of the Central 
Bank.

We will assess our work at the summit as 
the G20 leaders. After the summit, we will 
announce the results of our work with the 
Antalya Leaders Communiqué.
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Esteemed Friends,

Efforts to reach out to other countries and 
stakeholders are especially important 
in terms of reinforcing the legitimacy of 
the G20 prior to the Antalya Summit. In 
this context, we are working on including 
countries that are not members of the G20, 
international organizations, representa-
tives of civil society, trade unions, research 
centers and other non-profit organizations.

The opinions and recommendations of the 
business community, employee represent-
atives, think-tanks, civil society organiza-
tions and youth representatives are very 
important to us. I believe that these opin-
ions and recommendations will bring us 
closer to a more inclusive and more dem-
ocratic G20 ideal. In this respect, the busi-
ness community and the B20 platform in 
particular are very important for us. We 
have always been in favor of growth and 
job creation led by the private sector. A case 
in point is the fact that employment in Tur-
key has shifted mainly to the private sec-
tor. We believe that the private sector must 
make more investments and provide more 
employment in order to achieve growth in 
the global economy.

The support of the business community 
is essential for more growth and 
employment

As governments and states, we do our best 
to remove the obstacles that block your 
path. On the other hand, we must make 
sure that the business community is work-

ing with us to create greater growth and 
employment to raise the living standards 
of our citizens. It is imperative for the busi-
ness community to embrace the decisions 
and policies that reflect our political will.

Esteemed Friends,

I believe that the contributions of the B20 
to the efforts of the G20 for a more robust 
global economy are important. The sup-
port of the B20 for the work done at the 
G20 enhances the impact of the measures 
taken.

The progress made by the B20 in areas as-
sociated with our priorities is very much 
appreciated. We have total confidence in 
our B20 team, which includes a strong rep-
resentation from the business community. 
In particular, I am closely following efforts 
at various events in different geographical 
areas aimed to raise the visibility of the 
business community and improve partici-
pation.

I think that the B20 Regional Consultation 
Forum meetings held in this context are 
very timely, and I support them. We will 
continue to make consultation a priority 
in our future work as we have done in the 
past. What we expect from the B20 and the 
business community is for you to continue 
the positive work and communication with 
the G20 that has prevailed up until now.

I ask you to contribute to the results of the 
Antalya Summit by lending strong support 
to the steps we take. With your support 
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and the cooperation of the public and pri-
vate sectors, I believe that our G20 presi-
dency will be a success and we will achieve 
important results at the Antalya Summit. 

I thank you for your participation and wish 
you continued success.
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Dear Young People, Esteemed Citizens of 
the Republic of Turkey and the Federal Re-
public of Germany, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I salute you wholeheartedly. I also greet all 
of my brothers in Germany who are pres-
ent here today as well as those who could 
not be here today with heartfelt affection.

I thank each and every one of you for this 

excellent occasion which brings us togeth-
er. May the peace, mercy and blessing of 
Allah be upon all of you and all of us.

Before I go any further, I would like to ex-
press my best wishes to all women for a 
happy Mother’s Day, especially those here 
with us today. Let us also send a prayer to 
mothers who passed into eternity.

Those Without A Vision Beyond 
Our Borders Abandoned The 

Emigrants

Germany “Karlsruhe Meeting” | Berlin, Germany | May 10, 2015 
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Dear Brothers,

Our mothers raised us and made us who 
we are. Heaven lies at the feet of mothers, 
not fathers. Some people may not realize 
this, but so be it. Those who do under-
stand know how important this is. Woe to 
those who do not understand the value of 
a mother. In this regard, our path is impor-
tant and unique.

I would like to thank everyone involved in 
the organization of this wonderful gather-
ing and all of the NGOs. I would like to ex-
press my gratitude for your unity and sol-
idarity. I bring you greetings from the 78 
million citizens of the Republic of Turkey.

Activities in Germany 40 years ago were 
very different from the present. Look how 
far we’ve come. I hope that my first visit to 
Germany as the president of Turkey elect-
ed by the people will be a blessing for all.

I would like to underline that we will con-
tinue to support our brothers in Europe 
with all of our resources and strength just 
as we have done up until today. The strong-
er we keep the unity and solidarity of the 
Turkish community in Europe, the more 
hope we will have for the future.

Brothers,

I believe that the elections on June 7 are an 
opportunity to demonstrate this unity and 
solidarity in the best way possible. In this 
election, you will have a vote for the first 
time. Isn’t this what you have been waiting 
for all these years? Weren’t you wonder-
ing when you were going to be given this 

right? Praise Allah, we were fated to make 
this a reality. We made it happen in spite of 
all the obstacles. My brothers living abroad 
can now vote in elections in Turkey. You 
voted for the first time in the presidential 
election, but now you will vote in the gen-
eral election.

The 1.45 million Turks in Germany will 
be a deciding factor on June 7 

We know that there are still people at home 
and abroad who are hostile to the faith, 
culture, history and values of this nation. 
They are targeting not only myself and the 
government but all of our brothers who 
embrace these values and express them in 
their lives. All my brothers here today are 
targets of these attacks. In my 40 years in 
politics, I was able -- by the grace of Allah 
and the support of our people – to fend 
off every attack made against me. Praise 
Allah, my people know very well that the 
purpose of our struggle has been to defend 
their values. I believe that we will come out 
of this fight with our heads held up high 
based on our common understanding, uni-
ty and solidarity. But we must work hard 
and succeed in unity. The voters in Europe, 
especially the 1.45 million in Germany, will 
play a deciding role on June 7. All of my 
brothers must clearly understand that the 
vote you have the right to cast is definitely 
not just a single vote. You know the famous 
saying: “For want of a nail, the shoe was 
lost. For want of a shoe, the horse was lost. 
For want of a horse, the commander was 
lost. For want of a commander, the army 
was lost. For want of an army, the nation 
was lost.” Consider your vote in this light.
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In the past, our citizens here could not ad-
equately exercise their voting rights be-
cause of the requirement for votes to be 
cast at customs. Our people had to take 
buses, automobiles and planes to border 
crossings and airports just to cast their 
votes. We now made it possible for citizens 
living abroad to cast their votes at our dip-
lomatic missions in their own countries. 
As you know, this method was used for the 
first time in the presidential election last 
year, and there were some hiccups. We did 
not get the results we wanted. We did not 
provide enough information. However, I 
believe that the voter turnout abroad, es-
pecially in Europe, will be just as high as in 
Turkey this time around.

Dear Brothers,

Voting is not a burden, but a privilege. It 
is an opportunity. You can make your voice 
heard loudest and use your power most ef-
fectively by voting, not by armed conflict in 
the mountains. We did not come to power 
with the support of armed groups. On the 
contrary, we came to power by winning the 
hearts of the people. There are some who 
are trying to achieve things in Turkey with 
the support of armed terrorist groups. 

There are approximately 6.5 million people 
living abroad. The party that ignores these 
votes would be turning its back on a pop-
ulation that is the size of six metropolitan 
cities in Turkey if we were to assume each 
metropolitan city to have a population of 
one million. No politician or party can af-
ford to do that. I am asking you to wield the 
power you possess in the best way possible.

You are the nation’s voice; that is why we 
need to hear your voice

I hope that you will go to the voting stations 
in Germany and all over Europe in full 
force and with great determination. You 
must make your vote count in Germany! 
Send a powerful message from Germany 
to Turkey and the entire world by casting 
your vote! Start building the New Turkey 
in Germany! Praise Allah, may it come to 
pass. I pray that Allah will give us lasting 
unity, solidarity and brotherhood.

As you know, we started the voting proce-
dures at 33 customs crossings and seven 
countries on Friday, including in Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, France, Switzerland and 
Denmark. You can cast your vote at 13 con-
sulate generals throughout Germany until 
May 31.

Voting at the customs offices will contin-
ue until June 7. You can also vote at the 
Atatürk and Sabiha Gökçen Airports. I pray 
that your votes will bring good fortune to 
the country. Do not forget that if you do not 
exercise this power, those who pretend as 
if you do not exist will carry on as before. 
But if you take full advantage of this oppor-
tunity, believe me, there is no politician in 
Turkey or in the countries where you live 
with the courage to ignore your voice. Why 
shouldn’t my brothers among this packed 
audience take a seat in their state parlia-
ments? Why shouldn’t they win seats in the 
federal parliament? Why shouldn’t they 
take a seat in the European Parliament? 
You are the nation’s voice, and that is why 
we need to hear this voice. I do not mean 
the voices that are raised for a moment of 
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silence in the European Parliament for the 
Armenian issue, but voices that make their 
position clear. In my view, this is what you 
should do.

If such distinguished people like your-
selves who are committed to the faith, val-
ues, history and culture of our nation do 
not take advantage of this opportunity, 
there will be others who will. Do you see 
the people who are working so fervent-
ly in the field right now? If you abandon 
the playing field, someone else will come 
and take your place. Then they will be the 
ones you will have to deal with here and 
in Turkey. I do not believe that my broth-
ers here and in other European countries 
and cities will ever allow that to happen. I 
sincerely believe that you will stand up for 
your rights and your future. I have every 
confidence in you.

Dear Brothers,

Last year before the presidential elections, 
we met with our brothers in Germany 
and then in Austria and France in similar 
rooms packed with excitement. Today, we 
are here with you again. From here, we go 
to Belgium and will meet with our broth-
ers there. We take advantage of every op-
portunity to meet with our brothers in Eu-
rope and elsewhere around the world. We 
do not view our brothers living abroad as 
migrants any longer but as our source of 
strength abroad. 

The countries you migrated to became 
your homeland as a result of your patience, 
determination and efforts. I know that you 
have difficulties. I know that things have 

changed from 50 years ago in Germany, 
but you can actually make it your own. 
Home is where we live.

I had a meeting with the president of Ger-
many yesterday, where he said, “Turkey 
has grown more prosperous; I noticed it 
during my visit there. That is why we have 
such a unique and positive relationship 
with your kin and the Turks in Germany. 
I wanted you to know this, Mr. president.”

You are the Alperens for this new 
homeland

Dear Brothers,

The Turkey of 50 years ago is no more. You 
are at the service of a new homeland now; 
you are the Alperens of the new homeland. 
That is how I ask you to think. You are the 
most important source of Turkey’s region-
al and global power. The wailing at Sirkeci 
Train Station when the trains were leaving 
for Europe has been replaced with the joy 
and hope that is transported by planes that 
land at our airports, which will number 55 
at the end of the month. When we took of-
fice 12 years ago, there were 26 airports in 
Turkey, but praise Allah, right now we have 
53 airports. This number will rise to 56 
with those that will be opened soon. Just 
look how far we’ve come.

In the process, Turkey is undergoing huge 
change. When you started coming here in 
large numbers in the 50s and the 60s, Tur-
key was constantly struggling with coups, 
juntas, memorandums, economic and po-
litical crises and domestic conflict. You suf-
fered the difficulty of living abroad while 
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your brothers in Turkey were turned into 
pariahs. The period that began with the sin-
gle party era and continued throughout the 
1970s and 1990s cost our country dearly in 
many ways. Turkey turned inwards and fo-
cused on its own problems and all but forgot 
its history, brothers and region. Those with 
a vision that ended in Kapıkule, Gürbulak, 
Habur and Cilvegözü also abandoned our 
brothers who came to Europe.

They turned Turkey into a country that 
was mocked for the number of zeros on 
its money. Now they shamelessly stand up 
and speak. We would go to bed, get up in 
the morning and find out that a zero had 
been added to the 1, then another zero, 
then another zero, until there were six 
zeros. It used to cost 1 lira to use the re-
stroom, but it got to the point where it cost 
1 million liras. Oh, what terrible times! 
When we made the decision to get rid of 
the six zeros, I said to my friends, “We are 
going to eliminate six zeros.” Some protest-
ed. I said, “We are going to eliminate them.” 
Some columnists said, “If you eliminate six 
zeros, inflation will go through the roof.” 
In fact, one of them said, “If they manage 
to eliminate six zeros, I will go to Taksim 
Square and bray like a donkey.” We are still 
waiting to hear him bray.

That was Turkey when we took over in 
2002. Today, when we look back, we see 
that Turkey has risen to become a country 
whose flag, passport, currency and econo-
my we can be proud of. During this time, 
we increased the GDP from 230 billion 
dollars to 800 billion dollars. Turkey was 
sending its workforce abroad, but now it is 

a country where people come to work and 
start businesses.

Our children used to go abroad for educa-
tion, but now approximately 50,000 inter-
national students study in our universities, 
and we provide scholarships to 13,500 of 
them. When we took office, there were 76 
universities. Right now, there are 191 uni-
versities as a result of the decisions passed 
by parliament. There is no province with-
out a university. You know what they say: 
“We made them do it; they had no choice 
but to do it.” Give us a break. We did it be-
cause we thought it was necessary. If there 
is a university in Hakkari today, it is be-
cause we planned it and built it. The same 
is true for Muş, Kars and Ağrı. This is ex-
actly what we did for the airports too.

You must teach those who burn 
construction equipment in Hakkari a 
lesson at the ballot box

Here is the problem. The airport in Hakkari 
was supposed to be opened two years ago. 
But it is two years behind schedule. Why? 
Construction equipment is constantly set 
on fire and the contractors are threatened. 
You know who is doing this, right? The 
very same people who walk freely in Eu-
rope. I say that you need to teach them a 
lesson at the ballot box on June 7.

My fellow citizens in Hakkari should say, 
“I do not want to get off the plane at Van 
Airport to go to Hakkari. I want to land in 
Yüksekova and go to my home in Hakka-
ri.” Does my Kurdish brother from Hakka-
ri have a right to do this? He does. Who 
is obstructing the construction of the air-
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port? And who is trying to get it done? We 
are. Who loves my Kurdish brothers, us or 
them? We do not do things halfway. We 
love Turks, Kurds, Circassians, Georgians, 
Abkhazians, Albanians, Bosnians, Roma 
and whoever else because we love those 
who are created for the sake of the Crea-
tor and will continue to do so. That is what 
makes us different.

Brothers, 

Their love and affection is fake. Do not be-
lieve them. They are incapable of love. Can 
murderers love? Can those who kill people 
love? Then we must not fall for this trick. 
We will join hands and work side by side. 
Do not forget. You know we have the Rabia 
sign, don’t you? 

I am going to give you some examples. I 
served as prime minister for approximate-
ly 12 years. I am not about to describe each 
and every achievement during this time. 
As we say in Turkish: ‘When a donkey dies, 
he leaves behind a saddle. When a man 
dies, he leaves behind his achievements’. 
Praise Allah, we take pride in our achieve-
ments. 

In 79 years, the total distance of highways 
built in Turkey was 6,100 kilometers. We 
built 17,600 kilometers of highway in 12 
years. You remember how roads would be 
in good condition until they would begin 
to deteriorate as you approached from Bul-
garia towards Turkey, right? And when you 
crossed into Turkey from Bulgaria, they 
would be in terrible shape. You remember 
those days. Now it is the exact opposite. 
The roads through Bulgaria until the Turk-

ish border are terrible, but once you get 
to Edirne, you get on the divided highway 
and can go anywhere in Anatolia.

We want to do more. The Yavuz Sultan 
Selim Bridge is being built right now. 
These people were upset by the Yavuz Sul-
tan Selim Bridge. Why? They say, “How can 
you call it the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge?” 
A branch of the Alevi faith that has nothing 
to do with Ali has arisen in Germany and 
Europe. They actually nominated someone 
from among this group of Alevis who have 
nothing to do with Ali to parliament. My 
brothers, we must be vigilant. If the Alevi 
faith is based on loving Hazrat Ali Radi Al-
lah Anhu, no one can be more Alevi than 
I am. But if the Alevi faith is a religion, 
then Tayyip Erdoğan is not part of it; that 
is for the Alevis that have nothing to do 
with Ali. I believe that you will show them 
what you think on June 7. That is why, my 
dear brothers, you must work very hard. 
The Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge will be the 
world’s widest, with four lanes each way, 
and a high-speed train will go through the 
middle. The project is an exceptional one. 
Praise Allah, it is moving ahead quickly. 
Unless there is some extraordinary situ-
ation, we plan to finish it probably by the 
end of the year. You can cross it on a high-
speed train or in your car. Why are we do-
ing all this? For our people.

We are transporting people under the 
sea on the metro 

We love our nation. We are passionate 
about our people. What could be better 
than serving this nation? That is why I 
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would like to refer to a saying by our belov-
ed Prophet (pbuh): “The best human is the 
one who serves others.” This is what we are 
about. Do you know the cost of the Yavuz 
Sultan Selim Bridge? Three billion dollars. 
Not one penny is spent from the national 
budget. The South Koreans and a Turkish 
company will operate it for 12 years, in-
cluding the time for construction. What 
will happen at the end of 12 years? It will 
be handed over to the state. We know how 
to get the job done and we do it.

That is not all. Have any of you used Mar-
maray yet? Mashallah. Do you know 
how many people used Marmaray in 18 
months? To date, Marmaray transported 
73 million people. But there is something 
important here. What is it? We are the de-
scendants of the Conqueror. Our ancestor 
Fatih carried ships across the land; we are 
operating the metro underneath the sea. 

The construction of the Eurasia Tunnel is 
ongoing. It is also under the sea. The Eur-
asia Tunnel is two stories and built for au-
tomobile traffic. We will finish it next year. 
The Eurasia Tunnel will cost 1.5 billion dol-
lars. Again, not one penny is spent from the 
national budget. Like we said, we know how 
to get the job done and we do it. The compa-
nies that build it will operate it for 29 years. 

Dear Brothers,

We did not sit on our laurels. We worked 
hard. You cannot run a state with empty 
words. There were hospitals in Turkey in 
1998, social security administration hospi-
tals. What suffering we endured. You know 
what would happen to a person in those 

hospitals, you know what kind of general 
managers they had. What comes to mind 
when someone mentions ‘hospital’? Hy-
giene. But were those hospitals hygienic? 
You would go in healthy and come out sick. 
That is how bad it was. But, praise Allah, 
our hospitals are very clean now. There are 
no more social security hospitals, hospitals 
for the retired or PTT hospitals. We elim-
inated these distinctions. There is no dis-
tinction between private sector hospitals 
or hospitals run by charitable foundations. 
You can go to whatever hospital you want. 
We ended the era of holding the patient 
hostage. They even held the dead hostage 
in this country. They used to say, “Bring the 
money and we will give you the body.” This 
really happened. 

I am a man of the people, not of the 
powers that be

So what are the people who put us through 
this talking about now? They say, “The 
president cannot take sides.” That is true. 
But what did I say when I spoke to the 
crowds? Of course, I maintain equal dis-
tance to all the parties. But I have a side. I 
am on the people’s side. Whatever problem 
my people are having, I am on the side of a 
solution. What am I supposed to do? Keep 
quiet when I see the pain and problems? 
They say it here: ‘The man of the people.’ 
Yes, I am a man of the people, not of the 
powers that be, and I will walk this path.

I was in Izmir yesterday. On the way from 
Izmir to Istanbul, I saw the towers of the 
bridge at Izmit Bay going up. Not one pen-
ny is spent from the budget on that bridge 
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either. A consortium is building it. This 
bridge will be handed over to the state in 
22 years, including the time for construc-
tion. You do not need to do everything with 
the national budget. 

When I took office, the Central Bank had 
27.5 billion dollars in reserves, and almost 
half of that was yours. But, praise Allah, 
there is now 120 billion dollars at the Cen-
tral Bank. Look how far we’ve come. Do not 
forget our debt to the IMF -- 23.5 billion 
dollars. But do we owe the IMF now? We 
have cleared that off the books. Now the 
IMF wants to borrow money from us. They 
say, “Can you loan us 5 billion dollars?” We 
said, “We can.” 

Turkey is now the sixth largest economy in 
Europe. We are 17th in the world. God will-
ing, we will be one of the 10 largest econo-
mies by 2023. Our goal is to increase our 
GDP to 2 trillion dollars and our exports 
to 500 billion dollars by 2023. All of these 
developments directly affect both our peo-
ple living in Turkey and our brothers living 
in Europe. As Turkey becomes more pow-
erful, your reputation as migrants living in 
Europe and around the world will grow.

We must make stability permanent to 
build the New Turkey

Dear Brothers,

I would like to emphasize another fact. We 
are working hard to gentrify the cities in 
our country. Our Public Housing Adminis-
tration continues to build housing. Around 
650,000 houses have been built and deliv-
ered to their owners. We wanted to make it 

possible for our citizens to live in modern 
houses and we took necessary steps to make 
it happen. These construction projects are 
ongoing and increasing in number. 

We need a new initiative in order to achieve 
our 2023 goals. We are calling it “building 
the New Turkey.” In order to build the New 
Turkey, we must strengthen the stability of 
our country and make it permanent. I gave 
you a few examples of just how far Turkey 
has come with the stability and trust that 
has been achieved in the last 12 years as a 
result of the appreciation that our people 
have bestowed on us. We must provide Tur-
key with a powerful and sustainable gov-
ernance structure for future generations. 
That is why we are recommending a new 
constitution and the presidential system.

Some of the most developed countries in 
the world are in Europe. For some time 
now, political stability has been a topical 
issue in Europe. Italy has recently taken ac-
tion on the matter. Did you follow it? What 
did they do? They passed a law which 
mandates a single party rule with at least 
40 percent of the vote. It was the social 
democratic party currently in power that 
passed this law. In this way, they wanted 
to guarantee that the government in office 
would rule the country with stability for 
five years.

Another important development recently 
took place in the U.K. The elections which 
were recently held had some interesting re-
sults. Britain was ruled by a coalition, but 
the Conservative Party managed to come 
to power with a majority of the members 
of parliament. However, the main oppo-
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sition party and the coalition partner lost 
a significant number of votes. One party 
won one seat in parliament with 12 per-
cent of the vote while a party in another 
region won 56 seats in parliament with 4.7 
percent of the vote. This was the case. Of 
course, the leaders of the three parties that 
lost immediately resigned. 

You know what I say going into every elec-
tion? “If we do not win this election, I will 
resign.” That is the promise I make. You re-
member those days. I invited other leaders 
to do the same. None of them could say, 
“Sure, we will agree to that.” Why? Because 
they want to safeguard their position. 
After all, they are at the top of the list of 
candidates. Their only concern is making 
sure that they do not lose their seat in par-
liament. We have yet to see an opposition 
party make this promise in this election. 
But the honorable prime minister is say-
ing, “I’ will resign if we do not win.” I won-
der when Turkey is going to embrace this 
Western value. 

The situation in the U.K. initiated national 
conversations about stability and fair rep-
resentation. The system that was designed 
as a two-party system literally collapsed 
when other parties were included.

A new constitution and the presidential 
system are essential for building the 
New Turkey

Dear Brothers,

What I am trying to say is that the presi-
dential system is not something I want for 
myself. I am a president elected directly 

by the people. I am here today and gone 
tomorrow. What we want is to leave an 
administrative system for future genera-
tions. Let us leave behind a system that our 
country can embrace for decades, or God 
willing, centuries. The only thing I am con-
cerned about is the future of my country 
and my people.

This year, Turkey is serving as the G20 pres-
ident. Praise Allah, this was not achieved 
so easily. Ten of the countries on this plat-
form representing the world’s most devel-
oped countries are governed by presiden-
tial systems. Why? Would they use this 
system if it were not beneficial? The reason 
is that it has strengths. They do not want to 
give up those strengths. This is why a new 
constitution and the presidential system 
are essential for building the New Turkey. 
Otherwise, we will not only fail to achieve 
the 2023 goals, but also miss out on our vi-
sion for 2053 and 2071.

I believe that my brothers in Europe, espe-
cially those in Germany, will show Turkey 
and the world just how determined they 
are to build the New Turkey with the pow-
erful statement they will make on June 7. 
Are we ready to build the New Turkey? Do 
we want a new constitution? Do we sup-
port the presidential system? Wonderful! 
Anyone who doesn’t hear this voice must 
be deaf in heart and soul too.

Dear Young People, 

You are never alone here in this country. 
You have responsibilities in the countries 
you live, in Europe, and in your family. Your 
success will be measured by how you dis-
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charge your responsibilities and you will 
be honored both in your own community 
and the country in which you live accord-
ingly. First of all, you must fully embrace 
your own faith, language and culture, but 
you must also accept that you are tru-
ly citizens of the country where you live. 
Then you must make others accept this as 
well. If you do not make this effort your-
self, no one will grant you your rights as a 
person. Therefore, you must fully embrace 
your language, Turkish. Let me be clear. 
A person who loses his language loses 
everything. Do not forget that the language 
you speak is also the language for thinking. 
If you cannot speak your language well, it 
means you cannot think well. If you cannot 
speak Turkish well, it is impossible for you 
to learn German or English well. That is 
why the issue of language is so important. 
If you did not learn Turkish in addition to 
German and English, it means you did not 
fulfill your responsibility to yourself, your 
family or the community you live in. A dif-
ferent path will open up before you when 
you achieve this goal.

Dear Young People, 

A body with no soul is dead; so is a person 
with no faith. Our religion and our faith 
are everything.

I would like to address you with advice 
that Prophet Luqman gave his son. Do you 
know what Prophet Luqman told his son? 
Do not worship multiple gods, do your 
prayers correctly, do not swagger about, do 
not yell, repent quickly, do not befriend the 
ignorant, keep yourself from sin and lies. 
Attend gatherings where the name of Allah 

is spoken, command goodness and give up 
vices. Do not be lazy, do not rush, patiently 
endure your trials. Yes, we are responsible 
for these things.

Let me conclude my remarks with the 
words of master Necip Fazıl.

“One day all the cogs will break,

Our glorious wheel will keep turning

A hand from heaven will wipe the elderly 
tears

Our home and hearth will rejoice

Language, history, morals and faith will be 
saved

They will see what it means to be a hero

When heaven and earth give no water

Our ditches will irrigate every field

We will go following the path of divine light

We will endure the pain and suffering

One day when evening falls we too shall go

Our song will still be on our lips.”

Yes, one day when evening falls, we too 
shall go, but this song will never end. Our 
1436-year-old Hijrah from Mecca to Medi-
na will never end. Our 944-year-old raid at 
Manzikert will never end. Our 562-year-old 
conquest of Istanbul will never end. Our 
100-year victory-old at Kut Al Amara and 
Çanakkale will never end. Our 50-year-old 
presence in Europe will never end. 
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Dear Brothers, 

First of all, I salute you wholeheartedly. 
May the peace, mercy and blessing of Allah 
rest upon all of us.

I would like to take this opportunity to con-
vey the greetings and affection of the Turk-
ish people for my Albanian brothers.

I pray to Allah that the Tirana Namazgah 
Mosque, for which we are conducting this 
groundbreaking ceremony, will be quickly 
completed and open for prayer. I pray to 
Allah that our mosque will bring good for-
tune and that the worship performed here 
will be received by Allah. 

In My Heart, There Is No 
Difference Between My 

Hometown Of Rize And Tirana

Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Tirana Namazgah Mosque 
Albania | May 13, 2015 
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On behalf of myself and my people, I would 
like to thank the honorable prime min-
ister, our Presidency of Religious Affairs 
and our Religious Foundation, all of whom 
worked hard to make this mosque a reality 
for Tirana. 

The Tirana Namazgah Mosque is being 
built with contributions and assistance 
from the citizens of our country. This 
mosque has enough indoor space for 5,000 
people to say their prayers simultaneous-
ly. I believe that it will be an exceptional 
symbol of the brotherhood between our 
peoples. I view the Namazgah Mosque as a 
sign of our unity and solidarity.

The fact that the Namazgah Mosque is 
close to a church is an indication of the uni-
ty in diversity that exists in Tirana. I also 
believe that the co-existence museum that 
will be constructed next to the mosque will 
mirror the rich social fabric of Albania. 

We are also truly delighted to be here with 
my dear friend President Nishani today for 
the groundbreaking of this blessed service 
to the people. I would like to extend my 
thanks to him. 

I also would like to express my gratitude to 
my esteemed friend Albanian Prime Min-
ister Edi Rama, who has assisted us every 
step of the way and worked especially hard 
to resolve the problem of finding property 
to build on. God willing, this mosque will 
lead to stronger, closer and more effective 
cooperation. 

There is no discrimination in Islam, only 
unity

Dear Brothers, 

The architect for the Sultanahmet Mosque, 
which is the pride of Istanbul and one of 
the world’s greatest structures, was an Al-
banian named Sedefkar Mehmed Agha 
from Elbasan. Sami Frashëri, an Albani-
an, wrote the first Turkish novel The Love 
Between Talat and Fitnat (Taaşşuk-ı Ta-
lat ve Fitnat), the first Turkish dictionary 
(Kamûs-ı Türkî) and the first Turkish en-
cyclopedia (Kamus-ül Alam). The author 
of our national anthem, Mehmet Akif 
Ersoy, was an Albanian whose father was 
born in the village of Shushica in Kosovo. 
The founding rector of Istanbul Universi-
ty, which is the first modern institution of 
higher education in our country, was an Al-
banian named Hasan Tahsini. There is no 
discrimination in Islam, only unity. 

In the Ottoman Empire, 35 Albanian Grand 
Viziers, in other words prime ministers, 
held office. Today, there are millions of 
citizens of Albanian descent living in our 
country, working to contribute to Turkey 
in fields ranging from politics and com-
merce to sports and art. 

What I am trying to say is that we have 
travelled thus far with our Albanian broth-
ers for over 600 years and we will march 
towards the future together as well. We 
work hard to maintain the sincere and 
strong ties between our countries. I believe 
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that we have made significant progress, 
particularly since 1991. Turkey’s policy in 
the Balkans focuses on brotherhood, peace 
and prosperity. Turkey has always placed 
special importance on Albania; we feel 
at home here. I believe that my Albanian 
brothers also feel at home in Turkey. 

My Esteemed Brother the Honorable Presi-
dent and Dear Guests,

The heritage scattered throughout Alba-
nia bears witness to our common history. 
Through TİKA and other agencies, we aim 
to restore these works and return them to 
the service of the Albanian people.

In a short while, we will hold an opening 
ceremony for the Prezë Castle Mosque. 
The restoration work on the Naziresha 
Mosque in Elbasan and the İlyas Bey Imra-
hor Mosque in Corca have been completed. 
Restoration of the Et’hem Bey Mosque, one 
of the symbols of Tirana, will begin soon. 

I have more good news for you. The pro-
ject to preserve the historical and cultural 
fabric of Gjirokastër, one of Albania’s most 
beautiful cities, is nearing completion. 

TİKA has completed 248 projects in Al-
bania, ranging from education and health 
to social services and preserving cultural 
heritage. We restored and opened the mu-
nicipal hospital in Kukës, a city that many 
of my Albanian brothers may have never 
visited. We will continue to stand with our 
brothers.

I do not believe that my brothers 
in Albania will tolerate the parallel 
organization

As you know, we are fighting against a par-
allel state organization in our country. This 
organization which threatens our state and 
our nation is considered a terrorist organi-
zation. We will continue to fight this organ-
ization both at home and abroad. I know 
that this organization has operations in 
brotherly Albania. I discussed these issues 
with my esteemed brother President Nis-
hani and Edi Rama, and I believe that they 
will take necessary action. I do not believe 
that any of my brothers or any institution 
in Albania will indulge or show tolerance 
to this organization or its members. 

Through TİKA, the Presidency of Reli-
gious Affairs, the Yunus Emre Institute 
and other public bodies, Turkey is able to 
do exponentially more for you than what 
this organization has done. Of this, you can 
be sure.

Dear Brothers, 

In my heart, there is no difference between 
my hometown of Rize and Tirana. Believe 
me when I say that there is no difference 
for me between serving an Albanian broth-
er in my country and an Albanian broth-
er here. After all, we believe that the best 
human is the one who helps people. Our 
institutions and resources will continue to 
be devoted to work that aims to preserve 
our shared historical, human and cultural 
values.
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I hope that on my next visit I can perform 
the Friday prayers in this mosque for 
which we are laying the foundations today. 
I guess we will have to do some negotiat-
ing with the architect; we need to negoti-
ate the completion schedule, since we are 
commanded to complete benevolent deeds 
sooner rather than later. 

The project is truly impressive. I believe 
that this architectural project will be a 
center of attraction. I would like to thank 
the Presidency of Religious Affairs and 
the Turkish Religious Foundation for this 
wonderful effort. I would also like to thank 
my Deputy Secretary General, Mr. İbrahim 
Kalın, for his meticulous follow-up of this 
project. I also express my gratitude to the 
Albanian government for their responsive-
ness to our affection and interest. I pray to 
Allah that the solidarity and mutual assis-
tance between our countries will continue 
to grow. All the best!
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Dear Young People, Guest Students from 
160 countries around the world, Esteemed 
Brothers and Distinguished Residents of 
Istanbul, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I salute you wholeheartedly. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

I am delighted to meet with young people 
on the occasion of the 8th International 
Student Gathering because you are the 
symbol of hope, love, enlightenment and 
the future.

On behalf of myself and the nation, I would 
like to thank the Turkish Youth Founda-
tion and the Federation of International 
Student Associations for organizing this 

Lack Of Global Solidarity Has 
Consequences

8th International Student Gathering | Istanbul | May 16, 2015 
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wonderful event that brings together all 
the colors of the world.

I would also like to thank the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, TİKA, the Turkish Re-
ligious Foundation, the Presidency of the 
Turks Abroad and Related Communities, 
the Yunus Emre Institute, the Humanitar-
ian Relief Foundation and other organiza-
tions that helped organize this meaningful 
gathering.

I would like to welcome the students from 
160 different countries who are here to 
share our enthusiasm and brotherhood. I 
would also like to thank my brother Mahir 
who motivated us so well just now.

I pray that this 8th Annual International 
Youth Gathering will be beneficial for our 
countries, region and mankind.

Dear Young People,

These are very sensitive and turbulent 
times in regional and international rela-
tions. Today, no country can isolate itself 
from developments in other countries. 
Even if you close your eyes and ears to 
what is happening, the impact will, sooner 
or later, catch up with you.

Hunger and instability in Africa, the events 
in Syria and Iraq, and the conflict taking 
place in our neighbor Ukraine are all con-
crete examples. Similarly, the nuclear ac-
cident that happened a few years ago in 
Fukushima and the tsunami in Indonesia 
affected not only those countries, but the 

whole world. We must realize that religious 
conflicts in Central Africa, famine in East 
Africa and the ongoing political chaos in 
Libya deliver us lifeless bodies from refugee 
boats washing up on European shores.

I received a message on my way here. Ac-
cording to this message, a group from Ra-
khine is unfortunately stranded in the mid-
dle of the sea on a ship because the captain 
and the chief engineer have abandoned 
ship. Those Muslims are now stranded. No 
one is helping, and they are calling Turkey. 
We will not stop extending our helping 
hand when faced with such events so that 
we can help as many people as we can.

The consequences of not stopping 
state-sponsored terrorism in Syria are felt 
not only in that country and its neighbors, 
but also in 80 countries around the world 
whose citizens were killed as a result of the 
acts of the Daesh terrorist organization. 
Tensions created by the former sectarian 
and exclusionist government in Iraq per-
meate through the region. Every bullet 
fired at the thousands of people who are 
demanding respect for their political will 
in Egypt’s Tahrir Square is directed at le-
gitimate politics, democracy, human rights 
and freedoms around the entire world.

If Morsi is sentenced to death, this will 
be the death of the ballot box

Dear Young People,

If (former President Mohamed) Morsi is 
sentenced to death today, then this is the 
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death of the ballot box. I am calling on 
the European Union and countries of the 
world. The death penalty is banned in the 
European Union and the West, right? If 
that is so, then do you have sanctions for 
those who impose the death penalty? What 
are you waiting for? Why are you silent? 
Come on, impose your sanctions. When it 
suits your purposes, you implement them 
in other places. Why aren’t you doing it 
here? Impose your sanctions. You have 
arms deals. You are making deals because 
you want to sell the weapons you produce.

It is not just Egyptian democracy that has 
fallen to the coup, but the entire world that 
puts its faith in democracy. Every bomb 
that falls on kids playing on a beach in 
Gaza tears apart the bodies of little chil-
dren but also the conscience of every per-
son who ignores this violence. The father 
who shields his 12-year-old child from 
the bullets of Israeli soldiers with his own 
body also shields all the values that make 
us human. In a world where opportunity, 
technology and transportation are global, 
our problems and issues also become glob-
al. We must act united so that we can solve 
problems in cooperation with each other. If 
our solidarity is not global, then we will al-
together face the consequences of not hav-
ing managed to solve our problems. Tur-
key has been focusing on this struggle for 
12 years. This is what we are striving for in 
our own country, for our neighbors and in 
other regions. In this effort, we are guided 
by our principle: “Let man flourish and the 
state will also flourish.”

We stand tall for all victims of oppression 
and persecution regardless of their reli-
gion, character, color or ethnicity. We never 
compromise our principles for temporary 
gain because we believe that principles will 
be proven right in the long run. Therefore, 
we believe that our unwavering stance for 
what is right will prove to be true.

Dear Young People,

What we ask for ourselves, we also ask for 
our neighbors, for Africa, for the Turkish 
world, for the Balkans, for South Asia and 
for all of our brothers. We depend on thou-
sands of years of our history to ensure that 
the civilizations, states and societies in this 
historically important area live in peace 
and justice.

I was in Albania the day before yesterday. 
We are building a magnificent mosque 
in Tirana. One hundred thirty years ago, 
there was a large area for prayer at this lo-
cation which was destroyed. We are build-
ing something much more magnificent in 
its place. God willing, we will say our Fri-
day prayers there two years from now and 
participate in the opening ceremony. From 
there, we went to Prezë. A small mosque 
built by our ancestors in the Prezë Fortress 
was rebuilt by TİKA; we attended the open-
ing ceremony.  About 7,000-7,500 people, 
young and old alike, climbed nine kilom-
eters in the mountains for that ceremony; 
it was worth seeing. It was an emotional 
moment and very meaningful. There were 
young people from the Shkodra Religious 
İmam Hatip High School. The girls sang 
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hymns and songs and recited poetry that 
touched us all. How can anyone lose hope 
for the future after seeing them? Impossi-
ble, of course. God willing, our hopes will 
continue to grow.

We are providing education for 80,000 
students from 160 countries

Dear Young People, Esteemed Guests and 
Students,

Right now, I am looking at an incredible 
snapshot of all the colors, languages, cul-
tures and beauty in the world. It is a picture 
of friendship and brotherhood in which Af-
ghans and Bosnians, Gabonese and Geor-
gians, Somalians and Tatars, Acehnese and 
Macedonians, Haitians and Turkic peoples, 
Indians and Pakistanis, Congolese and Co-
lombians are joined together. We worked 
for 12 years to make this a reality. In 2002, 
there were only about 10,000 internation-
al students from 50 countries studying 
in Turkey, but that number has grown to 
80,000 students from 160 countries today. 
About 15,000 of these students continue 
their studies with Turkish scholarships; 
in other words, with the support of our 
government. The Turkish Religious Foun-
dation also provides scholarships to 1,200 
students from various countries around 
the world so they can study in the interna-
tional religious Imam Hatip high schools. 
God willing, our aim is to raise the num-
ber of international students in Turkey to 
250,000 by 2023. In the past, Turkey sent 
students abroad for education, but today, it 
is becoming a center for education where 

students from around the world come to 
learn and share their experiences.

I would like to take this opportunity to give 
you some advice as the president of this 
country, as your elder who has spent 40 
years in politics and, most importantly, as 
a father of four.

Remember that those who lose their ideals 
lose their identity. Cling tightly to your ide-
als and your dreams. Strive to make them a 
reality as you distill them through the filter 
of your mind, experience and long-stand-
ing values. 

As a great thinker and a source of univer-
sal wisdom, Yunus Emre’s lines from cen-
turies ago still shed light to our path. What 
does Yunus say? “Come, let us all be friends 
for once, let us make life easy on us, let us 
be lovers and loved ones, no one inherits 
the earth.”

Young People,

There is no language more effective or 
more long-lasting than the language of 
love, justice and mercy. We speak Turk-
ish. You speak French, English, German, 
Arabic or Spanish. However, the language 
of love, romance, mercy and justice is the 
same. You are the future and the hope of 
our country and the country of your or-
igin. We aim to build a sound future and 
prepare young people for the future by 
equipping them with necessary skills and 
knowledge. We share this idealism with all 
friendly and brotherly nations. Your pres-
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ence here is the clearest proof of our will 
in this respect. It is true that we come from 
different backgrounds, cultures and faiths. 
But in the end, we are all human beings, 
and we love those who are created for the 
sake of the Creator. Dear young people, the 
white man is not superior to the Arab, nor 
the Arab to the white man. Superiority is 
only measured by closeness to Allah.

It is not our race, culture, language or re-
ligion that drive us apart. Prejudice keeps 
us apart, puts a distance between us and al-
ienates us. Such mutual prejudice prevents 
friendship and promotes enmity. Prejudice 
that makes life so unbearable is a product 
of attitudes and behaviors founded on 
misinformation. They say man is a wolf to 
man, but that is not true. On the contrary, 
man is man’s friend, his brother, his com-
panion. Prejudice will grow if we keep our 
distance from each other and do not try to 
understand, feel and know each other. 

I want you to consider our country as 
your second homeland

Dear Young People,

Anatolia is a cradle of civilizations. This is 
where the heart of Asia, Europe and Africa 
beats. The history of these lands is as old 
as the history of mankind. It is literally an 
open-air museum. I am sure that you had 
a chance to see and feel this ancient histo-
ry and heritage in the places you visited. 
If you did not travel around the country 
yet, do not delay. While you are here in our 
country, you must visit and see other cit-

ies. Travel as much as you are able to. The 
people you meet in the places you visit will 
show you nothing but hospitality, affection 
and respect, which is the mortar that holds 
these lands together. Hopefully, you will be 
our cultural ambassadors and build bridg-
es of goodwill between your countries and 
Turkey.

My Brothers,

For years, they deceived young people 
in this country. They changed the way 
in which our young people understand 
spirituality and obedience. They divided 
the nation into pieces, tore the community 
of faith apart and talked about the “voice 
from Pennsylvania.” I see that the young 
people before me appreciate that we serve 
no power other than Allah.

Tayyip Erdoğan is president, but as pres-
ident, I am still mortal. Our final destina-
tion is a 2 by 2.5 cubic meter grave, is it 
not? At the funeral, will the imam say that 
I was the president or the prime minister 
or a trillionaire? No, the imam will merely 
call me a human being. We must remem-
ber this. We must explain spirituality, obe-
dience and Allah. We do not serve anyone 
other than Allah, no matter what their po-
sition may be.

We are merely servants of the people. That 
is what we must do. Let us not forget that 
the best person is the one who creates the 
greatest benefits to other people. This is 
the principle. I expect you to consider our 
country your second homeland.
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Dear Brothers,

We have the Rabia sign. You know about 
Rabia, right? What do we have in the Rabia 
sign? One nation. What does it include? 
It includes Turks, Kurds, Arabs, Laz, Cir-
cassians, Georgians, Bosnians, Albanians, 
Roma and whoever else you can think of. It 
is a single nation.

Second, one flag. What makes a flag a flag 
is the blood shed over it. Earth becomes a 
motherland only if there are people willing 
to shed their blood to defend it.

Third, one motherland. We will not allow 
our motherland to be divided. Those who 
attempt such intrigues will have us to deal 
with. They will face our determination.

Fourth, one state. There is a state within 
the state, a parallel state. They are included 
in the National Security Policy Document 
now and their game is up. These gangs 
wearing robes who tried to take over the 
judiciary are being identified. I absolve 
the sincere and honest ones, but the others 
have been exposed. Remember, I said that 
we would chase them to their lairs. We did 
and we will continue to do so.

My Brothers,

Let us love one another. But I would ask 
you this favor: Let us love one another for 
the sake of Allah.

I would like to conclude my remarks by 
once again thanking the Turkish Youth 

Foundation and the Federation of Interna-
tional Student Associations for bringing us 
together and reviving the spirit of brother-
hood.
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Dear Guests, Distinguished Members of 
the Presidency of the Turks Abroad and 
Related Communities, Dear Students, La-
dies and Gentlemen,

I salute you wholeheartedly. 

I congratulate all students on their graduation 
from their schools in Turkey. With the addi-
tion of 4,000 graduates this year, the number 
of international students who graduated from 
Turkish universities has risen to 60,000.

I just made a joking remark to Jamil. I said: 
‘I thought you would still be the same as 
the day you came from Uganda, but you 
are very different.’ I asked how many sib-
lings he had. He said he had six siblings -- 
three sisters and three brothers.

I would like to thank everyone who made 
this possible. We are proud to have con-
tributed, even just a little, to this service in 
our country. We are especially happy about 
this. We are following in the footsteps of 

We Have No Colonial Shame
In Our History

4th International Students Graduation Ceremony | Ankara | June 11, 2015 
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our ancestors. This is the legacy we inher-
ited, and we hope to continue on the same 
path. Considering that there are 70,000 
international students currently studying 
here, it is clear that Turkey is becoming a 
growing brand in this area.

Of course, I do not agree with Mr. Kudret’s 
remark that we cannot accept a lot more 
students than we do now. Remember, the 
more zakat or alms you give, the more our 
wealth will grow. I believe it applies to this 
kind of ministry as well. As we educate and 
give, there will hopefully be more bless-
ings.

We have grown richer, not poorer, in the 
last 12 years as aid provided by Turkey to 
the least developed countries increased 
from 45 million dollars to 4.5 billion dol-
lars. This is how I view the situation.

I congratulate all my brothers and sisters 
from 160 countries who graduated from 
Turkish universities to serve their commu-
nities and countries.

Our brothers and sisters who studied 
here are our honorary ambassadors

I wish every success to the students who 
are still studying. I would like to say to the 
graduates and students with all sincerity 
that Turkey will never forget you, so please 
remember us. We will make every effort 
to keep the bond of brotherhood between 
us strong. I consider those who return to 
their homes after studying in Turkey as 
honorary ambassadors of our country and 

people. Similarly, I deem all students who 
are still studying here as honorary ambas-
sadors of their countries in Turkey.

I believe that this great interaction devel-
ops around mutual love, respect, cooper-
ation and a common vision for the future 
and will be a blessing for our countries and 
communities.

Esteemed Friends,

Globalization requires that societies all 
over the world act together around com-
mon historical, cultural, economic, social 
and political values. Whatever the physi-
cal distance between Turkey and Central 
Africa and South Asia, our fates are not so 
different from each other. Until recently, 
we shared a common history and the same 
cultural values with Central Asia, the Mid-
dle East, the Balkans, North Africa and the 
Caucasus. Although our nation controlled 
the greatest and most powerful states of 
the world for centuries, it may be the only 
nation that has no colonial shame in its 
past. And today, the main focus of our for-
eign policy is to lend a helping hand to the 
oppressed around the world. We sincere-
ly helped our brothers in the Balkans and 
the Caucasus in the past, and we are acting 
with the same sincerity about the issues in 
Iraq, Syria and Palestine today. As a coun-
try and nation, we never discriminated 
against people based on skin color, country 
of origin or language, and we never will. 
As a nation, we wholeheartedly believe 
in the motto; “We love those who are cre-
ated for the sake of the Creator.” I believe 
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that 60,000 graduates from 160 countries 
and our brothers and sisters who receive 
services from our institutions around the 
world can confirm our sincerity based on 
personal experience.

Esteemed Guests, Dear Students,

Our country was once home to the oldest 
educational institutions in the world; we 
are aiming at fulfilling the same mission 
again. We covered significant distance in 
this area in the last 12 years by increas-
ing the number of universities from 76 
to 193 and raising our student capacity 
to 800,000 while improving accommoda-
tions and scholarship opportunities.

An important step in this context is the Tur-
key Scholarships project as was mentioned 
before. Scholarships granted by various 
institutions under various schemes were 
combined under the Turkey Scholarships 
project in 2012 during my term as prime 
minister. This project was very success-
ful very quickly and, as a result, scholar-
ships which were limited to approximately 
8,000 applications from 5-6 countries were 
expanded to 100,000 applications from 
182 countries.

The number of international students 
reached 70,000

Promotional activities related to the Tur-
key Scholarships project also contributed 
to the increase in the number of students 
coming to our country to study at their 
own expense. Consequently, the number 

of international students in our country 
has risen from 24,000 to 70,000 in three 
years, with 15,000 students supported by 
the Turkey Scholarships program. Students 
who will receive the Turkey Scholarship are 
selected through an interview process con-
ducted in 100 locations around the world in 
line with the objectives of the project.

There are many striking stories and anec-
dotes about the students studying in our 
country under the Turkey Scholarships 
project. We just watched a video about one 
of them, the story of Jamil from Uganda. 
Jamil saw the announcement at the Turk-
ish Embassy building, made an online ap-
plication and returned to his village. We 
just watched how he traveled from his vil-
lage to our embassy. This was not make-be-
lieve, it actually happened. Jamil walked 
several times to the city hours away from 
his village to check if he received an e-mail 
regarding his application. Praise Allah, he 
is currently studying at Erciyes University.

Another story is from Colombia. A student 
who applied from a village in Colombia 
was called for an interview, but the student 
did not have the money to travel to the 
capital city, Bogota, where the interview 
was supposed to take place. The student 
was able to attend the interview with the 
help of the villagers and our embassy and 
is now studying in our country under the 
Turkey Scholarships program.

Another example is from Indonesia. When 
the students attending the interviews in 
the capital city, Jakarta, were asked about 
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their trip, we realized that they had all trav-
eled for three or four days. 

As you know, average life expectancy is 45-
50 years in many regions of Africa. There-
fore, a vast majority of students from these 
regions are orphans. The Turkey Scholar-
ships program is valuable not only due to 
the educational opportunities it provides, 
but also because of its mediating role in 
supporting orphans.

Many of our brothers and sisters who 
studied in Turkey with this scholarship 
now serve their countries as ministers, 
senior executives, businessmen and acad-
emicians. We sometimes meet them in the 
countries we visit; it is a rewarding experi-
ence.

I congratulate all my friends who helped 
provide these services. I have given and 
will continue to give all necessary support 
to my friends to ensure that these servic-
es are sustained in a manner befitting our 
faith, history and culture.

Slavery still exists albeit in a different 
form

Esteemed Guests,

As it grows stronger and develops, Turkey 
shines as a new light of hope for its citizens 
and for our friendly communities. Judging 
the importance of a region by its natural 
resources and commercial and strategic 
significance alone has caused a lot of harm 
to mankind. Unfortunately, this mental-

ity that gave rise to colonialism and slav-
ery continues to exist in a different shape 
today. It is impossible to sustain a system 
where the amount of food wasted in the 
West can feed all of the starving people in 
Africa. A system that does not provide to 
the people in the region even the bones of 
the fish caught in Lake Victoria in Central 
Africa to be shipped to the Western coun-
tries in containers is unacceptable. For us, 
a system where people starve on lands rich 
with oil, gold, diamonds and many other 
precious metals is definitely not fair.

Countries where the retirement age is 70 
and countries where the average life ex-
pectancy is only about half of that cannot 
live in peace on the same planet. If we look 
at the earth from space at night and see 
that some parts are in complete darkness 
while other parts shine brightly, then there 
is something wrong. A system where 6 bil-
lion people in the world work for the wel-
fare of only 1 billion is bound to collapse.

Turkey has a historic responsibility in this 
regard as a country sitting at the crossroads 
between the East and the West not only in 
terms of transportation routes but in many 
other ways. This is why we say, “The world 
is bigger than 5.” The institutions which 
should take the lead in overcoming ine-
qualities and injustice, especially the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council, must first 
reform themselves. Institutions which are 
founded on injustice cannot serve to se-
cure justice in the world. The West attacks 
Arabs and Turkomans from planes in Tel 
Abyad next to our border and unfortunate-
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ly replaces them with the PKK and PYD 
terrorist organizations. How can we view 
this as a positive development? How can 
we believe in the sincerity of the West?

Mr. Numan was in that area yesterday. We 
did not abandon the approximately 15,000 
people who fled from there and took refuge 
in our country to their fate in the Aegean 
Sea or the Mediterranean Sea; we received 
them into our country with open arms. 
This is who we are. However, the West 
leaves them to drown in the Mediterrane-
an Sea and the Aegean Sea. We cannot let 
that happen. 

We are at the service of humanity and the 
oppressed in every corner of the world

We are and we will continue to shoulder 
the geographical and historical responsi-
bilities we bear in this region. We are at the 
service of humanity and the oppressed in 
every corner of the world with our Presi-
dency for Turks Abroad and Related Com-
munities, the Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TİKA), the Yunus 
Emre Institute, the Disaster and Emergen-
cy Management Presidency (AFAD), the 
Turkish Red Crescent and our civil soci-
ety organizations. We aim to respond to 
every falling tear, every crying baby, every 
scream for help and every grieving heart. 
We will continue to unconditionally help 
the oppressed in need of help, be they Mus-
lims in Rakhine or Yazidis in Iraq. As Rumi 
says, we will have one foot planted firmly in 
Turkey as we travel the world while Yunus 
Emre inspires us to win hearts. Our efforts 

are based on our significant heritage in this 
regard. We will continue to work together 
to extend this heritage further and broad-
en the scope of our activities.

Esteemed Friends,

Turkey has achieved great progress in 
every area from infrastructure to democ-
racy and international relations in the 
last 12 years. We must preserve our coun-
try’s achievements. Growth rates were an-
nounced yesterday. Turkey ranked 14th in 
global growth with 2.3 percent in the first 
quarter of 2015. It is imperative for Turkey 
to maintain this consecutive growth per-
formance of 22 quarters with confidence.

We must overcome uncertainties before 
we attend the G20 Summit that we will 
host in Antalya this November under our 
presidency.

The 2023 goals are Turkey’s goals, not a 
political party’s goals. We must keep going 
in this direction and not allow even the 
slightest setback or interruption. Those 
who leave Turkey without a government 
and a leader and give in to their egos will 
not be able to give an account of this before 
our nation and history. Therefore, every-
one should put their egos aside and form 
a government in accordance with the con-
stitution and due legal process as soon as 
possible because continuity in the affairs 
of the state is paramount.

As a country which has increased its na-
tional income to 800 billion dollars and 
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exports to 160 billion dollars and lowered 
unemployment and interest rates to single 
digits, we cannot tolerate even one step 
back. We cannot let any issue, especially 
those in the political arena, threaten these 
achievements. This is our responsibility to 
each of our 78 million citizens. Regardless 
of their political view, no one has the right 
to put themselves first; we have to unite.

Our parties must interpret the results of 
the June 7 election correctly 

As Turkey’s first president to be directly 
elected by the people, I have a greater re-
sponsibility in this regard, and I am con-
scious of this responsibility. The general 
parliamentary election held last Sunday 
began a new era for our country. Yester-
day, I invited Mr. Baykal to a meeting, as he 
is the oldest member of parliament. I told 
him that I will do my part to ensure that the 
process runs smoothly and swiftly. We have 
ongoing investments; they should not be 
disrupted. These investments belong to my 
country and people. Any disruption will be 
a loss to my country and people. I told Mr. 
Baykal that both he and I must contribute 
to this process with the understanding that 
the continuity of the state is essential.

I once again hope that the June 7 general 
election results will serve the best inter-
ests of our country and people. I thank 
all of the citizens who cast their votes on 
election day. Voter turnout was recorded at 
more than 86 percent. This is significant, 
as it shows how much progress democracy 
has made in Turkey. Which countries that 

are proud of their democracy have voter 
turnout this high? I extend my gratitude 
to all of the citizens abroad who cast their 
votes at our embassies and customs offic-
es, some of them by traveling hundreds of 
kilometers.

The result reflects the will of the people; 
everybody must respect the people’s de-
cision. The election results show that our 
people decided on a political outcome 
which does not allow a single party to come 
to power. I hope that all political parties in-
terpret this correctly. This outcome which 
does not make it possible for a single party 
to come to power does not mean that Tur-
key will be left without a government. The 
most important aspect of democracy is 
that it has solutions for situations like this.

I call on all political parties to take 
responsibility

Things have changed in Turkey from the 
day of the election. I call on all political 
parties to think calmly and take respon-
sibility for the country’s future so that we 
can proceed robustly and with minimum 
harm. There can be no doubt that as pres-
ident, I will perform my constitutional 
duties fully during this process. I person-
ally know the difficulties during periods of 
instability and the high price this country 
has paid. I will continue to make every ef-
fort to ensure that Turkey emerges from 
this process unscathed.

I believe that the parties represented in 
parliament will always prefer a positive 
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solution that is constitutional and legal 
instead of a crisis. Hopefully, all centers of 
power which set their hopes on the crea-
tion of crisis and chaos in Turkey will be 
disappointed once again.

I must say that the aggressive and rude ar-
ticles written about me, especially in the 
Western media, are nothing short of ugly. 
It is not possible to understand their intol-
erance. This intolerance proves something; 
praise Allah, it means that we are on the 
right track. If they spoke highly of me, then 
I would doubt myself.

I once again wish all of our internation-
al students who are graduating this year 
every success in their lives.

I ask them to extend our sincere affection 
and respect to their countries and commu-
nities. You should know that our doors are 
always open. I hope we will maintain our 
bilateral relations and cooperation.

I salute you. May Allah bless you.
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Esteemed Representatives of the Business 
Community, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. I hope that the 
22nd Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Turkish Exporters Assembly will bring 
benefits to our country, people and the 
economy.

I congratulate all companies and busi-
nessmen who won an Export Champions 
Award.

The Turkish Exporters Assembly, its pres-
ident and members deserve all the credit 
and our gratitude for their contributions 
to the development and prosperity of our 

Our Exporters Will Play The 
Biggest Role In Building The 

New Turkey

22nd Ordinary General Meeting of the Turkish Exporters Assembly
Istanbul | June 21, 2015 
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country. I would like to extend my grati-
tude to each of you on behalf of my people.

Dear Brothers,

As distinguished businessmen of this 
country and members of the Turkish Ex-
porters Assembly, you followed our 12-
year struggle very closely. We travelled 
together on hundreds of trips and visited 
almost every corner of the world. We pro-
moted Turkey, our potential, strength and 
capabilities everywhere we visited. We 
discussed the problems of our exporters 
at the highest level and worked for their 
solutions. We followed up on the promises 
that were made. We also established a min-
istry dedicated only to this area of activity. 
We tried to appoint people who are famil-
iar with your problems and speak your 
language to this ministry. Every month, 
we look forward to the announcement of 
the previous month’s export figures. When 
the increase is above our expectations, we 
celebrate. When the figures are below our 
expectations, we analyze the reasons and 
take necessary measures. We tried to solve 
all your problems as if they were our own. 

Our export volume increased from 36 
billion dollars to 158 billion dollars

With these vigorous efforts, we were able 
to increase our export volume from 36 
billion dollars to 158 billion dollars in 12 
years. Of course, we owe this success most-
ly to you, our businessmen and exporters. 
You did not give up; you kept us going by 
discovering new ways, methods and mar-

kets with your courage, intelligence and 
energy. When Europe presented challeng-
es, you turned towards Africa and Asia. 
When a problem arose regarding a prod-
uct, you immediately offered alternatives. 
With these alternatives, you enabled us 
to close the gap. No matter how high the 
barriers were, you always found your way 
around them. We rejoice with your accom-
plishments. Exports have been the driving 
force behind our country’s growth over 
the last 12 years. Hopefully, exports and 
exporters will be leading us towards our 
2023 goals as well.

The contraction in our exports in the first 
quarter of this year results from the glob-
al situation. Nonetheless, we are in a rel-
atively better position in terms of world 
trade because our country’s share in global 
exports continues to increase despite the 
contraction in world trade due to the cri-
sis. I sincerely believe that this contraction 
is temporary.

I am confident that we will quickly achieve 
the growth rates we have set for ourselves 
as a result of great efforts from our export-
ers and support from the state. Turkey’s 
performance in exports, growth, tourism 
and production has repeatedly exceeded 
expectations. I hope that we will achieve 
similar success in the coming months and 
surprise our country and the entire world. 
I am counting on our exporters. I believe 
that our exporters contributed greatly to 
Turkey’s progress and will assume a lead-
ing role in building the New Turkey. In fact, 
we have a concrete example before us. The 
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global economic crisis of 2008 affected our 
country and the entire world. At that time, 
I said this crisis would affect us only tan-
gentially and was criticized for that. But I 
said so because I believe in Turkey’s poten-
tial, the determination of our businessmen 
and our people’s diligence. As a matter of 
fact, although our exports decreased by 
22.6 percent and the economy shrank by 
4.8 percent in 2009, we started to grow in 
2010. Our exports increased by 11.5 per-
cent in 2010 and 18.5 percent in 2011. Our 
growth was 9.2 percent in 2010 and 8.8 
percent in 2011.

Turkey is in the middle of a ring of fire 
and must stand strong

In Turkey, political stability correlates 
strongly with growth rates. Whenever a 
leader or a politician has the full support of 
the people, Turkey achieves high and con-
tinuous growth rates. It was the case at the 
time of late Menderes; it was the case dur-
ing the first term of the late Demirel and 
it was also the case at the time of the late 
Özal. In this respect, single-party govern-
ments have a special place in our country. 
My 12-year term as prime minister marked 
historic achievements for Turkey. Today, 
we face a different situation because of the 
current situation in the global economy 
and our country’s politics. I am confident 
that we will shortly see positive changes 
in both and once again achieve the export 
and growth performance we desire. 

This country cannot tolerate a standstill, 
let alone a recession. Turkey is in the mid-

dle of a ring of fire and must be strong in 
order to protect itself from harm and help 
its brothers. Therefore, we must complete 
this post-election transition process as 
soon as possible and start looking to the 
future again.

Dear Brothers,

The June 7 election ended the single party 
government period which continued un-
interrupted for 12.5 years. Under the cir-
cumstances, Turkey will be governed by a 
coalition government. There are four polit-
ical parties represented in the parliament 
and I hope that a new government will be 
formed as soon as possible.

As in any other election, our economy has 
been tested. In fact, we have been tested sev-
eral times over the last 12 years. All those 
critical times could have potentially led to 
significant consequences for our economy. 
As a matter of fact, we experienced many 
incidents which directly targeted our econ-
omy. Thank God, we survived these attacks 
in solidarity with you and our people. To-
day, there are some serious concerns about 
stability and confidence which our coun-
try has diligently preserved for 12.5 years. 
Above all, I would like to say this once again. 
The results of the election reflect our peo-
ple’s will. All of us have to respect it. Since 
our people have chosen this, our duty is to 
do what is best and necessary for our coun-
try and people under the circumstances.

A coalition government should be 
formed as soon as possible
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As you know, the parliament will meet 
Tuesday and elected members will take an 
oath. And on June 28, the speaker of the 
parliament and the bureau will be elected. 
This election must be completed latest in 
five days. As you know, the 45-day period 
granted to the president by the constitu-
tion to decide whether or not to hold new 
elections in the event a government is not 
established begins after the bureau is elect-
ed. Therefore, this process will go on until 
mid-August. I think Turkey cannot tolerate 
such a loss of time. Therefore, I hope the 
coalition government is formed as soon as 
possible; no one should let their egos take 
over. This process will be prolonged if egos 
get in the way. If politicians cannot resolve 
this, the people are the only ones who can. 
As president, I would have to take it to the 
polls. 

It seems that our economy has accepted 
the election results and is preparing itself 
for a coalition government. I believe that 
the dynamics of our economy are such that 
it can tolerate a prolonged process for the 
formation of the government and even an 
outcome where no government is formed. 
However, our parties and party chairmen 
must act responsibly and should not try 
the patience of the country, people and es-
pecially the economy. 

Turkey can recreate a climate of stability 
and trust with a coalition formed around 
a common language, common goals and 
common sense. Parties and politicians that 
block a deal by focusing on the differences 

instead of the commonalities should know 
that they will answer to the people for this. 
No one has the right to use their position 
after the election to block the system but 
rather should assume responsibility be-
fore the people. Preventing the formation 
of a government in Turkey will come with 
a heavy price. As president, I will support 
the formation of a new government as 
soon as possible in line with the will and 
expectation of my people.

And let me say this. Every now and then, 
some people say “The president should 
withdraw to his constitutional role.” I am 
well aware of my constitutional role. I have 
spent 40 years of my life in politics acting 
in accordance with the constitution and 
exercising the powers assigned to me by 
the constitution in every office I have held. 
And today as president, I know how to ex-
ercise the powers assigned to me by the 
constitution and I do not need instructions 
from anyone.

I expect our civil society organizations and 
the business community to play a more ac-
tive and encouraging role in this matter. I 
hope that this process will serve the best 
interests of our country.

We spent 6 billion dollars on our Syrian 
brothers and sisters

Esteemed Friends,

We are in the holy month of Ramadan. May 
Allah accept your fasting and prayers. We 
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should make the most of this holy month 
when Allah pours his blessing from the 
first day to the last.

Fasting symbolizes patience, kindness and 
justice. We have been told of the great re-
wards for our good deeds and the alms 
given in this month. I would like you to 
take advantage of these rewards as much 
as you can. No matter how wide the state’s 
social welfare network has become, zakat 
that you give will help many more. The 
prayers of gratitude from the believers in 
need with whom you share your iftar meal 
and give alms to should be a source of hap-
piness for you and one that you cannot get 
enough of.

Currently, our country is hosting about 2 
million muhajirs from Syria and Iraq. Yes-
terday evening, I was with some of our mu-
hajir brothers and sisters in Midyat, Mar-
din. We broke our fast with the iftar meal 
and I had an opportunity to observe the 
situation there. We are trying to help our 
muhajir brothers and sisters by providing 
them tents and education and health ser-
vices through the relevant institutions. 

The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and actress Ms. Angelina Jol-
ie who accompanied us on this visit yester-
day both stated the same thing. They said, 
“We have never seen a refugee camp like 
this anywhere in the world. We are amazed 
at what Turkey has done and we congratu-
late Turkey.” So far, our state spent 6 billion 
dollars on aid using every means available. 
We host over 2 million refugees from Syria 

and Iraq. We could not close our doors on 
them. We could not let them die in bomb-
ings. We could not behave like those who 
left them to their deaths in the Aegean and 
the Mediterranean. Our coast guard boats 
are performing their duties there with all 
of their rescuers and sending those who 
are rescued back to their countries safe 
and sound. This is who we are. This nation 
will never side with cruelty; it will always 
stand with the oppressed.

It is our national and state duty to look 
after our Syrian brothers and sisters

Our state strives to help and support the refu-
gees using every means available. Neverthe-
less, sometimes we fail to reach out to some, 
or our means fall short. Similarly, Istanbul 
hosts many refugees from various countries. 
We know that some of them are experienc-
ing difficulties. We must always remember 
that every person who takes refuge in this 
country is entrusted to us by Allah. It is our 
national and state duty to look after the peo-
ple who entered from our borders to save 
their lives and dignity. At no point in histo-
ry did our nation turn its back on those who 
sought refuge here. We have never done and 
will never do such a shameful thing. We do 
not care about what other countries have or 
have not done. Some countries may be leav-
ing people who arrive at their borders in dire 
straits to die in the Mediterranean Sea. Some 
countries close their doors to these people 
for their own welfare and comfort. We are 
obliged to fulfill the duties imposed on us by 
our faith and history using all our strength 
and means.



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

228

Along with the relevant government agen-
cies, some of our civil society organiza-
tions and municipalities also assumed sig-
nificant roles in this regard. Those who do 
not have the opportunity to help our refu-
gee brothers and sisters directly can help 
through civil society organizations. There 
are many organizations like the Turkish 
Red Crescent and the Disaster and Emer-
gency Management Presidency (AFAD) 
that are currently doing this.

Dear Friends, 

Please rest assured that history is the ulti-
mate judge. When we leave these hard days 
behind and everyone returns home, those 
who helped these people will be remem-
bered with gratitude. Believe me when I 
say that the greatest treasures of the world 
cannot compare with the place we have in 
people’s hearts. The reaction of our Syrian 
brothers and sisters to the speech I deliv-
ered yesterday evening was very meaning-
ful and invigorating. They see Turkey very 
differently.

I hope that you will have a good, prosper-
ous and productive holy month of Rama-
dan.

I hope that the 22nd Ordinary General 
Meeting of the Turkish Exporters Assem-
bly is a successful one. I congratulate all my 
brothers and sisters who served our coun-
try, people and economy via this platform. 
I would like to repeat that I will continue 
to support you in your future activities as 

I have always done. I once again congrat-
ulate all the companies and businessmen 
who won awards.

I salute you. May Allah bless you.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

229

Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I salute you with heartfelt respect. First of 
all, thank you very much for your kind-
ness. I thank you on behalf of myself and 
my people. I would like to welcome you to 
the Presidential Complex. 

It is a great pleasure to be with my dear 
friends at this wonderful iftar dinner.

I wholeheartedly hope that Ramadan 
brings peace and blessing to Islamic coun-

tries and all mankind. The values of aid 
and solidarity that are emphasized during 
this holy month are traits that 7 billion 
people on earth should cherish. I consider 
our gathering here today extremely signif-
icant and special. 

The iftar table is open to everyone -- Mus-
lim or non-Muslim, fasting or not fasting. 
The table we set here is a table of friendly 
conversation that knits hearts together. I 
thank you for sharing this table on such a 
special day. 

We Spent 6 Billion Dollars 
On Refugees 

Iftar meal with Ambassadors | Ankara | July 9, 2015 
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Esteemed Guests, 

These are times where we need the mes-
sages of peace, harmony and brotherhood 
of Ramadan more than ever for the world. 
You are serving as diplomats in Turkey at 
a time like this while witnessing first-hand 
the historic turning points as well as the 
suffering in the region. We are shoulder-
ing responsibility and contributing to the 
solution of problems instead of simply 
watching the challenges and crises unfold-
ing near our southern borders, in Ukraine 
to the north and in neighboring Greece to 
the west. 

Our export volume reached 158 billion 
dollars in 2014

The political and economic accomplish-
ments Turkey has achieved over the last 
12 years played a significant role in Turkey 
being able to stand firm in the face of these 
challenges. Turkey’s economy has grown 
on an average by 5 percent from 2003 to 
2014 as a result of the policies we imple-
mented with determination. Currently, for-
eign direct investment in Turkey exceeds 
150 billion dollars. Despite the turbulent 
situation in our region, Turkey attracted 
12.1 billion dollars of foreign investment 
last year. As of the end of 2014, there were 
approximately 40,000 foreign companies 
operating in our country. Numerous in-
ternational brands moved their regional 
headquarters to Istanbul. During this pe-
riod, we concluded free trade agreements 
with EFTA countries and 22 other coun-
tries, avoidance of double taxation agree-

ments with 80 countries and agreements 
on reciprocal promotion and protection of 
investments with 93 countries. 

Thanks to our outreach policies, our ex-
port volume increased from 36 billion dol-
lars in 2002 to 158 billion dollars in 2014. 
We aim to increase this figure to 500 bil-
lion dollars by 2023. I see the stability of 
investments in our country as a sign of the 
confidence foreign capital markets have in 
the Turkish economy. 

We provided 4.5 billion dollars in aid to 
developing countries

Turkey’s development assistance to the 
least developed and developing countries 
is increasing in parallel with its economic 
development. The amount of development 
aid provided by Turkey last year is expect-
ed to reach 4.5 billion dollars. In May 2016, 
we will host the first ever World Human-
itarian Summit. This summit will make 
significant contributions to outlining the 
agenda of the future in areas such as inter-
national humanitarian law, humanitarian 
intervention and assistance. 

On the other hand, over 100 new diplomat-
ic missions have been opened in Turkey 
in the last 13 years. Today, a total of 259 
foreign missions are operating in various 
Turkish cities. The number of honorary 
consulates reached 342. With 228 mis-
sions around the world, Turkey ranks sixth 
in the world in terms of representation in 
foreign countries. We lifted bilateral visa 
requirements with approximately 100 
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countries. We increased reciprocal visits 
of citizens of Turkey and other countries. 
These figures certainly represent a signifi-
cant political and diplomatic power. 

Our recently expanding relations in Afri-
can countries alone is a success story for 
Turkey’s foreign policy. The best example 
of our foreign policy focused on humani-
tarian diplomacy in Africa is evident in 
Somalia. My visit to Somalia in 2011 for 
the purpose of drawing the attention of the 
international community to that country 
and showing our solidarity with the So-
malian people started a new era there. We 
will pursue our policy of partnership and 
broader relations in the African continent. 

We cannot accept the demographic 
changes engineered in Syria

Esteemed Guests, 

The conflict in Syria, now in its fifth year, 
poses a serious threat to the security of 
Turkey and the international community. 
Daesh is a terrorist organization support-
ed by the regime against the Syrian people 
who are fighting for democracy, freedom 
and dignity. I once again condemn the in-
humane and barbaric acts of this organi-
zation. These acts are in no way related to 
our religion, morals, conscience or culture. 
God willing, we will overcome this cancer 
through a collective struggle. 

Turkey will allow neither terrorism to 
take root right next to its borders nor any 
one-sided faits accomplis. We will never 

accept the attempts to change the demo-
graphic composition of Syria. The interna-
tional community should not just focus on 
Daesh in Syria. Terrorist organizations will 
continue to be active unless an effective po-
litical solution is found and stability is re-
stored in Syria. Defending a regime which 
caused the death of 300,000 people is con-
trary to humanitarian values, conscience 
and Islam. Therefore, as I am sure you will 
appreciate, the insistence on defending the 
Syrian regime is not acceptable in the in-
ternational arena. 

Western countries are hosting 250,000 
refugees while Turkey is hosting 2 
million

From the start, Turkey supported an ef-
fective political solution in Syria. In this 
respect, the primary goal is to ensure de-
mocracy and stability in Syria by way of 
elections through the full implementation 
of the Geneva Communiqué and to form a 
fully authorized transitional government. 
Turkey will continue to support the Syrian 
people in their righteous struggle as it has 
always done. We have an open-door poli-
cy for Syrians fleeing the violence in their 
country and we do not discriminate based 
on religion or ethnic origin. We are cur-
rently hosting 2 million refugees, 300,000 
of whom are from Iraq and 1.7 million 
from Syria. More than half of the Syrians 
who fled their country are in Turkey. 

How many Syrians do the Western coun-
tries host in total? Let me tell you, about 
250,000. Consider the economic aspect of 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

232



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

233



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

234

the situation; the economic power of Tur-
key and that of the West are evident. How-
ever, the West is hosting 250,000 refugees 
while Turkey is hosting 2 million. Our total 
spending for refugees to date is over 6 bil-
lion dollars. 

We admitted over 20,000 Syrian refugees 
in the first two weeks of June, mostly chil-
dren, women, the sick and the elderly, due 
to the events in Tel Abyad. We opened our 
doors to those coming from Ayn al-Arab 
(also known as Kobani) without discrim-
inating based on religion or ethnicity. We 
received approximately 190,000 refugees 
from Kobani.  However, Turkey and our 
government have been subjected to ugly 
propaganda over these incidents. A vicious 
lie was told claiming that we did not help 
our brothers and sisters there because they 
are Kurds. My words “Kobani is about to 
fall” have been distorted and a hostile cam-
paign has been conducted against Turkey. 

We must all be careful against these cam-
paigns aimed at disrupting peace, order and 
the bonds of brotherhood in Turkey and in 
the region. I would like to particularly re-
mind our esteemed friends and ambassa-
dors that since you live in Ankara, you have 
an opportunity to get information directly 
at the source, especially from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and relevant authorities. 
This will provide for a more reliable flow of 
information to your countries. 

We received 400 million dollars of fi-
nancial aid for refugees from the West 
but spent 6 billion dollars ourselves

If you ask me how much financial aid we 
received from international sources after 
all the money we spent on Syrians who are 
under temporary protection in our coun-
try, let me answer that too: it is about 400 
million dollars. We spent over 6 billion dol-
lars but received 400 million dollars. It is 
far below our expectations. Nevertheless, 
we will carry on with our humanitarian 
aid activities. 

Mr. Guterres recently visited our country, 
and we travelled together to the Midyat 
Refugee Camp in Mardin. We had iftar 
with our Syrian brothers and sisters. In his 
speech, he said, “I have never seen a camp 
as organized as this one anywhere in the 
world. You have an excellent camp where 
everything from education to health is tak-
en care of. It is sad that there are no camps 
like this in other parts of the world.” We 
will continue to work with the same dili-
gence. 

On the other hand, we believe that the fight 
against terrorism should not be selective. 
Terrorism should not be associated with 
any cultural identity, religion or ethnicity. 
All countries must engage in active coop-
eration, which includes information ex-
change against terrorist organizations, be 
it Daesh, Al-Qaeda, the PKK or the Revo-
lutionary People’s Liberation Party/Front 
(DHKP/C). Categorization of terrorists as 
good or bad is unacceptable. All terrorists 
are violent; they are all bad. Turkey arrest-
ed and deported more than 1,300 foreign-
ers on suspicion of terrorism in relation to 
the Syrian conflict and Daesh. More than 
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14,000 people are barred from entering 
Turkey on suspicion of terrorist activities. 

While Turkey is shouldering the burden of 
millions of Syrian citizens within its bor-
ders on the one hand, it is also trying to 
ensure security along its long land border. 
The Syrian part of our land border alone 
is 910 kilometers long. We have to protect 
this border. Our efforts to that end will con-
tinue in coordination with all our institu-
tions and organizations. For these efforts 
to succeed, the countries terrorists come 
from have to do their part as well. No one 
is warning us about terrorists coming from 
their countries; when they do, we imme-
diately arrest them. The flow of potential 
terrorists to Daesh can only be prevented 
by these efforts.

We are concerned about the 
developments in Egypt

Esteemed Guests, 

I would like to talk about the worrisome 
developments in Egypt. It is imperative 
that the attempts to silence the opposi-
tion -- especially President Morsi, who is 
in prison -- be stopped. Interfering with 
legitimate politics and suppressing all op-
position on the pretext of terrorism will 
only lead to increased instability. This will 
only serve to help terrorist organizations 
gain more ground. Those who killed nine 
Islamic scholars by shooting them in the 
head are the ones who wrote the scenario 
to depict them as terrorists. Our Forensic 
Medicine Institute carried out an investi-

gation on this matter and confirmed that 
these scholars were brutally murdered. 
Unfortunately, recent incidents prove our 
concerns right. 

The Egyptian people are our brothers and 
long-time friends. A friend’s duty is to tell 
his friend the truth, no matter how harsh, 
because he acts in good faith. We are speak-
ing as friends and brothers of the Egyptian 
people. Likewise, we are closely watching 
the developments in Yemen. We are deep-
ly grieved by the current situation in the 
country resulting from sectarian politics. 
The problems in Yemen can be resolved 
through political dialog. We are doing our 
part for the resolution of the problem by 
political means and meeting the needs of 
our Yemeni brothers and sisters. We sent 
trucks loaded with food and clothing.

No one should be subjected to 
discrimination because of their sect

We have to put up a collective fight against 
those trying to start a sectarian conflict 
between Islamic countries by using our 
minds, morals, conscience and reason. Be 
it Sunni or Shiite, no one should be sub-
jected to discrimination or injustice be-
cause of their religion, sect or ethnicity. 
We hope that the political dialog aimed at 
stopping the bloodshed in Libya under the 
leadership of the United Nations results in 
an agreement between the parties. 

The Israeli–Palestinian conflict is the most 
important problem preventing peace and 
stability in the Middle East. The historical 
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injustice committed against the Palestini-
an people must be corrected and the occu-
pation of the Palestinian territories should 
end. The establishment of a Palestinian state 
based on pre-1967 borders with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital cannot be postponed any 
longer. We expect the international commu-
nity and the United Nations Security Coun-
cil to support the honorable struggle of our 
Palestinian brothers for freedom. 

Dear Friends, 

As Turkey, we aim to develop, strengthen 
and broaden our relations with all Europe-
an countries. It is in the interest of all par-
ties to improve the multilateral relations 
Turkey has with the European Union and 
to revive the accession process. In this re-
spect, we place great importance on open-
ing new chapters and accelerating the ac-
cession process.

On the other hand, we are deeply con-
cerned about the increasingly racist and 
anti-Islamic trends in Europe and the Unit-
ed States. The majority or a significant por-
tion of Muslim communities residing in 
many European countries are Turks. As a 
result, Turks are one of the communities 
most affected by Islamophobia. We are 
all concerned about the right-wing popu-
list and extremist parties that pose a clear 
threat in many European democracies. To 
counter these developments, young people 
in Europe and the United States should re-
ceive objective information about Turks, 
Islam, Muslims and immigrant communi-

ties. We need to engage in joint efforts and 
fight this problem together. 

On many occasions, we declared to the 
world that we share the suffering the Otto-
man Armenians experienced under the ex-
traordinary conditions created by World 
War I. Turkey is determined to provide all 
kinds of support to academic studies con-
ducted on the 1915 incidents by opening 
its archives. Our proposal to establish a 
joint historical research commission is still 
on the table. Nevertheless, recent develop-
ments show that this issue is extremely po-
liticized and no longer handled as a matter 
of history. Turkey exerted great efforts for 
harmony, peace and friendship between 
cultures, religions and civilizations and 
will continue to do so. 

There is a recent event that I especially 
would like to share with you. I will travel to 
China at the end of this month. The events 
that have taken place in our country are es-
pecially significant before our trip to Chi-
na. I would like to share them with you, es-
teemed diplomats, this evening. There are 
people of Turkish origin in every corner of 
the world. As president of the Republic of 
Turkey, I am interested in all incidents in 
every region from the Balkans and Central 
Asia to Crimea and North Africa. 

In this context, the allegations of oppres-
sion of our brothers and sisters living in 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
of the People’s Republic of China caused 
sensitivity among our people. The images 
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and news in the media, most of which were 
substantially incorrect, raised tensions fur-
ther and made this an easily exploitable 
subject. As a result, some minor incidents 
of the kind we do not approve of took place 
in Istanbul. 

I would like to emphasize that Turkey 
stands by the Uyghur Turks in China as it 
stands by all of its brothers and sisters of 
Turkish origin. We raise and will contin-
ue to raise the issues of our brothers and 
sisters living in the Uyghur Autonomous 
Region with top level authorities. The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs has expressed our 
sensitivity about the issue to the ambassa-
dor of the People’s Republic of China. God 
willing, we will raise the issue with our 
counterparts during our visit to China at 
the end of the month. 

Provocative incidents that took place in Is-
tanbul are inconsistent with our hospitali-
ty and do not resolve the problems of our 
Uyghur brothers and sisters. I call on our 
people to be careful in order not to fall into 
the trap of provocateurs. The safety and 
the protection of the property of our guests 
from East Asia who come to our country 
for business, travel or to live are a matter 
of honor for us. Anyone who harms these 
people betrays our nation’s oldest tradition 
of hospitality. I believe that our security 
forces will be more careful and sensitive 
about this matter. 

We want our friends by our side in the 
fight against the parallel structure

Dear Friends, 

For two years now, we have been fighting 
an organization threatening our nation-
al security. We call them the parallel state 
structure. It is an extremely complex or-
ganization which has disguised itself for 
40 years, penetrated critical positions with-
in the state and exploited the good faith of 
our people. This organization, which is out-
side the legitimate hierarchy of the state, 
has caused severe damage to our national 
institutions in recent years. 

The parallel structure, which was disguis-
ing its operations through schools, associ-
ations, foundations and similar organiza-
tions, was exposed as a result of the coup 
attempt aimed at the government at the 
end of 2013. The administrative and le-
gal processes that have been meticulous-
ly carried out showed our state and our 
people the true colors of this structure. 
Organizations and people involved with 
and connected to this structure have com-
pletely lost their reputation and legitimacy 
in the eyes of our people. The members of 
this structure distort the information they 
gather illegally and try to alter perceptions 
about Turkey around the world. They per-
form these activities in Europe, the U.S. 
and Africa.

As our friends, we want you by our side 
in the fight against this dark organization. 
This organization is now listed in the Na-
tional Security Policy Document as an ille-
gal organization disguised as a legal organ-
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ization threatening our national security. 
This is the category that the parallel struc-
ture falls into. 

The world is going through hard times. 
Wars, terrorism, extremist movements, 
ethnic and sectarian conflicts, human and 
drug trafficking, immigration, racism, 
violence against women, global warm-
ing, environmental pollution and similar 
problems are global. Therefore, we need a 
global point of view, a strategic vision and 
political determination to deal with global 
problems. 

Creating a better, fairer, more peaceful and 
prosperous world is certainly possible. We 
all have a common political and moral duty 
to strive for a world like this. 

The former Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Saudi Arabia, Saud Al Faisal, passed away 
this evening. I would like to take this op-
portunity to remember him. May Allah 
have mercy on his soul. I once again thank 
each of you for coming. 

I wish you a happy Eid al-Fitr in advance 
and hope that it brings blessings to Islamic 
countries and all of mankind. I extend my 
sincere respects and affection.  
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Esteemed Members of the Business Com-
munity, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen:

I greet you with heartfelt respect. I hope 
that the B20 Turkey Conference is a suc-
cessful and beneficial event. 

Before I start my speech, I pray that Al-
lah may bless the souls of the four police 

officers killed in a vicious terrorist attack 
in Dargeçit, Mardin this morning, and I ex-
press my condolences to our people. I also 
express my condolences to the relatives of 
one superintendent and three police of-
ficers and to our police force. 

Not a single drop of blood or tear shed for 
our motherland has been in vain thanks to 
the perseverance and sacrifices of our mar-

The Values That Define 
Us Are Drowning In 

The Mediterranean Sea

B20 Turkey Conference | Ankara | September 3, 2015
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tyrs and veterans in the last 1,000 years. 
God willing, the same is true today. Turkey 
will continue to fight against terrorism and 
terrorists until the end, if necessary on its 
own. I strongly condemn those who make 
a distinction between terrorist organiza-
tions according to their interests and fight 
against some while directly or indirectly 
supporting others. 

One should always remember that no mat-
ter where the flame of terrorism starts, it 
will eventually engulf others to cause de-
struction and hell for the entire world. I call 
on the whole world, especially the West, to 
be more focused on the fight against terror-
ism and to collaborate. 

Esteemed Guests, 

The G20 platform which was established 
in 1999 and began meeting at the level of 
leaders in 2008 has played a significant 
role in overcoming the global financial cri-
sis. This year, we are serving as the presi-
dent of the G20, which has become one of 
the most effective dialog mechanisms de-
termining global economic policies. 

Having attended the G20 summits since 
2008, I have had the opportunity to witness 
the progress the platform has made. One of 
the most important factors that makes this 
platform effective is the fact that it brings 
together leaders from participating coun-
tries and organizations as well as all other 
economic and social parties, especially the 
business community. According to my as-
sessment of this process, decisions based 

on global needs rather than individual in-
terests are more effective and solution-ori-
ented. 

The G20 should contribute to global 
peace in addition to economic stability

Global problems need global solutions. I 
am glad to see that the consensus formed 
within the G20 in this context is growing 
stronger every year. It is of great impor-
tance that actions are coordinated well at 
a time when each economic development 
affects the whole world. It will be easier to 
overcome problems faced by individual 
countries through strong support, coopera-
tion and teamwork. In this context, Turkey 
was affected to a limited extent from the 
global financial crisis in 2008 as a result of 
the measures that were taken. 

Today as the world hovers on the verge 
of a new global financial crisis, we have 
to adopt the same approach. As the most 
important economic cooperation platform 
that can serve this purpose, the G20 has 
the potential to accomplish much bigger 
tasks in the future. However, the G20 can-
not achieve the desired effect if it functions 
solely as a platform for economic cooper-
ation. We must ensure that the G20 also 
contributes to global peace and security, 
since economic goals will not be achieved 
without global peace, order and securi-
ty. The decisions and the position of the 
G20 afford it the unique ability to directly 
touch lives around the world. As G20 lead-
ers, our actions must be guided by this un-
derstanding. 
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I believe that the B20, which is one of the 
most effective and important elements of 
this platform, is performing its activities 
with the same understanding. The coopera-
tion and harmony between political leaders 
and the business community on this plat-
form will facilitate the solution of global 
problems. To this end, the policies developed 
by the G20 and proposals made at the B20 
must complement each other. As the most 
inclusive group of the G20 platform, the B20 
performed well this year by expanding its 
sphere of activity and increasing member-
ship. We believe that B20 Turkey, which was 
strengthened through activities such as the 
World SME Forum, regional consultation 
meetings, summits and many other events, 
has become one of the most significant plat-
forms of the global business community.

I would like to thank the president of the 
Union of Chambers and Commodity Ex-
changes of Turkey, Rifat Hisarcıklıoğlu, for 
his efforts in leading B20 Turkey.

We sincerely hope there will soon be a 
promising level of growth in the global 
economy which is currently going through 
difficult times.

This B20 Turkey Conference will finalize 
the proposals to be presented to the lead-
ers at the G20 Summit that will be held 
in Antalya in November. We will work to 
implement the items on the agenda of this 
conference in the future.

As our deputy prime minister also stated, 
we will closely follow developments relat-

ed to the SMEs, which is an important top-
ic that we introduced for the first time this 
year. 

The continued vulnerability of the global 
economy is a major problem

Esteemed Guests, 

The most important objective of the G20 
is to ensure robust, balanced and sustain-
able global growth. The ongoing vulner-
ability of the global economy is the big-
gest problem in this regard. We know that 
structural changes also had a role to play 
in this crisis. However, it is possible to turn 
the crisis into an opportunity and create 
new opportunities for change. Developing 
countries and Asia in particular have a his-
toric opportunity in this regard. I strongly 
believe that economic, political, social and 
cultural projects that do not take into ac-
count the Beijing-Istanbul axis stand no 
chance of success. This axis will be the 
center of change in transportation, energy, 
trade and other areas in the next 10 years. 
We believe that the railway project extend-
ing from London to Beijing will revive the 
ancient Silk Road as the symbol of a new 
era. Marmaray, which is currently in oper-
ation, and the rail line on the 3rd bridge 
over the Bosphorus are part of this great 
project connecting two continents. Defin-
ing growth only with figures is incomplete 
and sometimes wrong. If growth does not 
include the whole world and all segments 
of societies, it will create social imbalances 
and unrest. 
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Inclusive growth is the key to solving prob-
lems such as rising unemployment and 
inequality after the crisis in 2008. Inclu-
siveness means that no economic or social 
segment is left out. In this context, we at-
tach great importance to the employment 
of women and young people. During our 
G20 presidency, we reinforced the existing 
groups by creating Women20, which aims 
to promote women’s economic participa-
tion. We will meet for the official launch of 
Women20 in Ankara on October 6. 

Another important goal is to reduce unem-
ployment among youth, the most dynamic 
segment of society. The G20 set a goal to 
reduce youth unemployment by 15% un-
til 2025. This is also the reason why we in-
cluded the SMEs on the agenda of the G20 
and launched the World SME Forum in Is-
tanbul.

We see significant growth rates in some 
regions of the world, especially in Africa. 
Integrating these countries into the glob-
al economy will benefit us all. Turkey is a 
successful role model in terms of adapting 
to global competition, especially after the 
establishment of the Customs Union dur-
ing the European Union accession process. 
A similar approach should be followed to 
reduce vulnerability in low-income and de-
veloping economies. The G20, which rep-
resents approximately 85% of the world’s 
economy, has some important responsibili-
ties in this context. Therefore, we arranged 
a meeting between some low-income and 
developing countries and the G20 finance 
ministers. Strengthening this broad-based 

dialog will create benefits for the whole 
world. 

We are also glad to see that the B20 add-
ed inclusiveness to its agenda with special 
emphasis on ensuring the active participa-
tion of women and young people in busi-
ness. 

Turkey’s doors are wide open to investors

Turkey will support your suggestions in 
this context during the Leaders Summit. 
The fact that participation of international 
companies in the B20 increased from 300 
to 700 during our presidency is also signif-
icant in terms of inclusiveness.

We are very happy to host a large number 
of national and international leaders from 
the business community in this hall today. 
Let me say clearly that Turkey’s doors are 
wide open to your investments. In Turkey, 
we open our doors with the aim of offer-
ing a safe harbor in every way and we are 
ready to provide all kinds of support. 

Esteemed Guests, 

One of the fundamental elements of ro-
bust, balanced, sustainable and inclusive 
global growth is increasing infrastructure 
investments. It is estimated that the world 
needs a total of 70 trillion dollars of infra-
structure investment by 2030. Developing 
countries need a total of 1.5 trillion dollars 
of infrastructure investment annually to 
attain their development goals. These are 
the facts; achieving them is another ques-
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tion entirely. I would like to remind you 
that a total of 1.1 billion people across 
the world, more than half of whom are in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, have no access to elec-
tricity. The private and public sectors must 
cooperate to carry out global infrastruc-
ture investments; the public sector cannot 
finance these investments alone without 
effective cooperation. This is the only way 
in which infrastructure problems may be 
resolved in an environment where expec-
tations are high and the means are limited. 
When the government in which I served 
as prime minister first came to power, our 
country lacked investments in the energy 
sector. We quickly resolved infrastructure 
problems through privatization and by 
means of other steps to make a giant leap 
forward. 

Likewise, Turkey had 6,100 kilometers of 
divided highway built over 79 years. We 
added 17,000 kilometers of divided high-
way in 12 years and thereby provided ac-
cess to investors and entrepreneurs to en-
able them to introduce their products into 
the international markets. In the past, Tur-
key had 26 airports. Now it has 55. These 
investments have been made in 12 years. 
All of these developments naturally drew 
interest from businessmen around the 
world to Turkey. Other projects such as the 
new Istanbul Airport with an investment 
value of 12 billion dollars, the 3rd bridge 
over the Bosphorus that cost 4.5 billion 
dollars, the Eurasia Tunnel that cost 1.3 
billion dollars, the Istanbul-Izmir Highway 
that cost 9 billion dollars and 17 city hos-
pitals with a total value of 7 billion dollars 

are implemented using a public-private 
sector partnership model.

Terrorism is the biggest threat to the 
economy

Investment is a priority for the G20, and 
we asked G20 members to develop invest-
ment strategies. We must use appropriate 
and reliable mechanisms to direct availa-
ble financial sources to projects that will 
provide growth and employment. In this 
context, I think it will be beneficial for us 
to consider alternative tools such as Islam-
ic finance. 

On September 1, we held a conference 
where African energy ministers, the G20 
energy ministers and private sector rep-
resentatives met to discuss energy invest-
ments. 

The G20 also supports the process carried 
out under the umbrella of the United Na-
tions to address climate change. 

Economic problems cannot be separated 
from political and geopolitical matters. In 
this respect, the G20 is also a platform to 
discuss global political problems and de-
vise solutions for them. 

I believe that we, the leaders, will send a 
strong message to the world on all these 
matters at the Antalya Summit. We believe 
that the Antalya Summit will be a crowning 
achievement building on the experience 
we have gained since 2008. Our prepara-
tions are underway for this summit.
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Esteemed Guests, 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
share my opinion on a number of issues 
that concern the entire world. The repre-
sentatives and leaders of strong interna-
tional companies and our national rep-
resentatives are with us right now. We 
all must recognize that terrorism is the 
biggest threat to the economy. Therefore, 
we must certainly touch upon this issue. 
I believe that terrorism will be one of the 
most important items on our agenda at the 
workshops and during the working dinner 
at the Antalya G20 Summit.

Global terrorism has evolved into a grow-
ing problem that threatens peace and wel-
fare not only in the Middle East, but also 
in the rest of the world. I regret to say that 
Western countries are not properly fo-
cusing on this problem that is wreaking 
havoc in many countries, particularly our 
southern neighbors including Syria and 
Iraq. Once a cradle of ancient civilizations, 
the Mediterranean has been transformed 
into a graveyard for refugees by European 
countries who bear the responsibility of 
their deaths. 

Humanity drowned in the Mediterranean 
Sea together with the refugees 

A three-year-old toddler who drowned af-
ter falling off a boat carrying refugees in 
the Mediterranean Sea was washed up on 
our shores. Is humanity not accountable 
for the death of this toddler? Will those 
who mourn the animals drenched in oil in 

wars remember this 3-year-old toddler, his 
brother, mother and father? How will they 
account for this?

The global security system established 
after World War II is not working. The 
United Nations Security Council, the most 
important component of this system, is un-
able to address any issue other than the in-
terests of its five permanent members. This 
is why we say, “The world is bigger than 
5.” The fate of 196 countries in the world 
should not be decided by five permanent 
members. Someone has to talk about these 
things. I do, and therefore, the internation-
al media paints a negative picture of me. 
It does not matter because I will continue 
to tell the truth for the rest of my life. If 
we do not speak the truths we believe in, 
then truth will never prevail and the world 
will be controlled by tyrants. Our objection 
is in fact commonly shared by all least-de-
veloped and developing countries in the 
world. It is no longer possible to turn a deaf 
ear to this objection and ignore it. 

The global security system which protects 
the oppressors instead of the oppressed is 
no longer sustainable in its current form, 
as it does not inspire confidence. We must 
all accept the fact that the Western-dom-
inated world is no more; we moved on to 
a multi-centric world. Lack of proper rec-
ognition of this reality and lack of related 
structural adjustment give rise to waves of 
refugees and immigrants trying to reach 
the West and European countries in par-
ticular. People who get on boats, old ves-
sels and ramshackle boats from the east-
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ern shores of the Mediterranean Sea to go 
to Europe only seek peace, prosperity and 
a chance to live.

Western countries that set the criteria for 
and became symbols of fundamental hu-
man rights and freedoms after World War 
II have unfortunately turned their backs 
on the same values today. It is not just ref-
ugees who are drowning in the Mediterra-
nean Sea, but humanity itself. The values 
that define us are drowning in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. Every refugee abandoned to 
his fate at the doors of Europe, left for dead 
in deliberately sunken boats and subjected 
to inhuman treatment at borders is the em-
bodiment of this sad truth. 

The bodies of men, women, children, the 
young and the elderly who were drowned 
in the Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea 
as they tried to find peace and prosper-
ity wash up on our shores and break our 
hearts. Nevertheless, we have not seen 
or heard any sign or word of regret or re-
morse from those who left them to die in 
the Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea. A 
merciless world order cannot be a remedy 
for any of mankind’s problems. We pay no 
attention to the origins, religion or financ-
es of those who come to our border. I said 
this during my term as prime minister: 
“We will take anyone coming from Syria 
and Iraq based on our open-door policy.” 
Why? Because we cannot leave people es-
caping bombs and death to die. That is why 
we are, currently, hosting more than 2 mil-
lion refugees. 

It is not fair that we bear the whole 
burden for refugees

We are human and we will treat all hu-
mans with compassion and mercy. For us, 
humans are the most glorious of all created 
beings. Some European countries catego-
rize refugees according to their qualifica-
tions and admit only some of them. I find 
this absolutely inhuman. They think they 
can put people in categories and decide 
who to admit accordingly. What is that sup-
posed to mean? People are not cut from the 
same cloth. We should value them as hu-
man beings and take them in without any 
discrimination. Turkey accepted Yazidis, 
Sunnis, Shiites, Kurds, Turks, Arabs...They 
are all here; we did not turn them down, 
and we are providing for all of their needs. 
For some years now, Turkey has been host-
ing people who fled internal conflicts in 
Syria and Iraq; 275,000 of them live in 
camps where all their needs are met while 
the rest live in various provinces across 
our country on their own means and with 
the support of our citizens and civil society 
organizations. 

Do you know how many refugees the Eu-
ropean countries that have so much more 
resources than Turkey admitted? About 
200,000. We host over 2 million refu-
gees while all of Europe, sadly, hosts only 
200,000. Europe is currently debating 
the distribution among 28 countries of 
the 20,000 refugees who recently arrived 
in the continent. Turkey builds a refugee 
camp capable of housing 20,000 within a 
week when needed while those who have 
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taken refuge in Europe try to survive un-
der poor conditions. 

The West cannot tolerate the refugees on 
its doorstep but claims that it strives to 
bring freedom, peace and prosperity to 
Iraq, Syria and Libya; the credibility of this 
claim erodes rapidly. 

What are the underlying reasons here? I 
will tell you openly: Libya and Iraq have oil 
and they want to seize the oil wells there. 
Is that not the case right now? Eighty per-
cent of Iraq’s oil wells are controlled by the 
West. The West skims off a large portion of 
Iraq’s oil and says “20 percent is yours to 
use”. The same is true for Libya as well. A 
world order based on such realities is un-
acceptable. 

We never complained and will never com-
plain about helping these people. We spent 
6.5 billion dollars on our guests so far. We 
will continue to offer our help and make 
every effort until these people find peace 
and security. On the other hand, we do not 
find it fair that Turkey has to bear all of the 
burden. 

Once the situation in Iraq and Syria re-
turns to normal, Turkey will enjoy a clear 
conscience, having performed all of its hu-
manitarian and moral duties. However, we 
do not think that other countries will be 
viewed in the same light.

I once again call on developed countries, 
especially in Europe, to be more sensitive 
in the face of escalating human tragedies. I 

invite the international media to be objec-
tive and sensitive on this matter. 

I once again hope that the B20 Turkey 
Conference is successful and congratulate 
those who contributed to the organization 
of this meeting. I would like to thank every-
one who works, contributes and makes sac-
rifices for a safer, fairer, more peaceful and 
prosperous world. I salute you with respect 
and affection. 
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Esteemed National and Interna-
tional Guests of the Symposium,  
Ladies and Gentlemen:

 
I extend my sincere respects and hope that 
the 3rd International Symposium on Om-
budsman Institutions is a success. 

I would like to thank the Turkish Ombuds-
man Institution, the chief ombudsman 
and his coworkers for organizing such an 
important event on a yearly basis. I would 
like to thank in advance all of the distin-
guished national and international guests 
who will contribute to the symposium. 

Those Who Blame Us For 
Conflicts Are The Biggest 
Supporters of Terrorism

3rd International Symposium on Ombudsman Institutions  
Ankara | September 16, 2015 
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As you know, the ombudsman practice 
in Turkey is three years old. I think this 
institution constitutes a new and impor-
tant bridge between the government and 
citizens. Therefore, every step taken in re-
viewing, developing and strengthening its 
activities is extremely significant. As men-
tioned here before, the institution has re-
ceived a total of 17,321 applications from 
the beginning of 2013 until the end of July 
this year; this is a significant number. The 
rate of compliance by the administration 
with the recommendations of the institu-
tion was 38% last year. It is clear that we 
need to make a lot more progress in terms 
of the number of applications and the rate 
of compliance by the administration. 

We expect the Turkish Ombudsman Insti-
tution to serve as the place that citizens re-
fer to when they seek a solution. It should 
be the first institution that our citizens 
think of in order to communicate their 
problems with the administration or for 
seeking a solution regarding an injustice 
they believe they were subjected to. Public 
institutions should comply with the rec-
ommendations of this institution as much 
as possible, relying on its fairness and ju-
risprudence so that this institution can ful-
fill its mission. 

Our state tradition has been built on the 
principle “Let man flourish and the state 
will also flourish!”

Our state tradition, especially since Sheikh 
Edebali, has been built on a principle that 

serves as a model for the entire world: 
“Let man flourish and the state will also 
flourish!” The ombudsman practice is a 
concrete manifestation of this tradition ap-
plied with a new understanding. 

I have said this a couple of times before 
and I would like to say it again. The work 
carried out by the ombudsmen at the Turk-
ish Ombudsman Institution is not some-
thing that we recently discovered or adapt-
ed from abroad. We must establish this as 
a fact. The fundamentals, the essence and 
foundation of this practice are present in 
our history. In the Ottoman and Seljuk 
empires, many mechanisms were creat-
ed and employed to listen to citizen com-
plaints and demands. It was because of this 
healthy and strong relationship with the 
citizens that these states controlling a vast 
area survived for centuries. Similarly, the 
strong emphasis our faith lays on individu-
al rights, justice and mercy constitutes the 
core of the relationship between the state 
and the individual.  Similar to the case of 
foundations, the ombudsman institution 
was created and developed by other coun-
tries based on our past practices. What we 
did was to reestablish this practice as an 
institution after a long break. I would like 
to thank everyone who contributed to this 
process on behalf of my country and peo-
ple. 

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey has achieved historic progress in 
democracy, fundamental rights and free-
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doms as it has done in all areas since the 
beginning of 2003. In this framework, 
many constitutional amendments were 
passed and basic laws have been updated 
accordingly. We believe that the availabili-
ty of multiple channels of communication 
between the state and the individual as 
well as the diversity, efficiency and extent 
of the interaction between the state and 
the citizens are signs of a well-functioning 
state. 

Today the presidency, the parliament, the 
Prime Ministry, ministries, municipalities 
and all other institutions have practices 
that enable our citizens to directly submit 
their requests and seek solutions. The Right 
to Information Act provides the legal basis 
for these practices. The communication 
centers at the Office of the President and 
the Prime Ministry as well as the members 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly 
act as mediators between institutions and 
citizens and follow up on their requests. 
The presidency has also established di-
rect communication with administrators 
of every village and neighborhood. In ad-
dition, there are other bodies within the 
administration following up on requests 
from citizens. 

The Turkish Ombudsman Institution has 
been established as an independent and 
specialized entity to take this practice one 
step further. Likewise, the right of individ-
ual petition to the Constitutional Court 
has been introduced in the judicial system 
as a new means for seeking legal remedy. 

Amendments to basic laws also have the 
same purpose. Turkey is moving towards 
an historic transformation in the areas of 
democracy and development. At the same 
time, we take a humanitarian, principled 
and firm position on regional and global 
issues. We needed to advance our democ-
racy; that is why we took these steps, and 
we will continue to take more steps. 

Our refugee policy is an indication of the 
value we place on people

Our position on the refugee issue is a case 
in point. While the European Union with 
28 member states admitted only 400,000 
refugees, Turkey admitted more than 2 
million refugees from Iraq and Syria since 
2011. In addition to the refugee issue, Tur-
key is also fighting against terrorism. We 
are implementing an open-door policy. We 
did not close our borders or watch refu-
gees drown in the Mediterranean and the 
Aegean seas. We know that refugees are 
coming to our borders to save their lives 
and future. It is not an arbitrary move or 
meant as a threat to us. 

Some Western countries suggest that the 
refugees should not be admitted, for they 
fear that refugees would endanger their 
Christian roots. That is why they consider 
accepting only the Christians. This position 
is unacceptable. We treat people as equals. 
We do not and will not discriminate based 
on religion. We open our doors to anyone 
fleeing persecution. 
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You see what is happening in Masjid Al-Aq-
sa in Jerusalem. The acts of Israeli soldiers 
and police officers at Masjid Al-Aqsa, a place 
that is revered as holy by three monotheis-
tic religions -- Islam, Christianity and Ju-
daism -- are unacceptable. They broke into 
the mosque, threw our holy books on the 
ground and burned them. These acts cannot 
be tolerated. Such unpleasant events deeply 
offend us as we try to restore and even build 
houses of worship for different religions in 
Turkey. I worry that this might trigger some 
unfavorable global events. 

I would like to draw your attention to one 
point regarding the refugees. Our Europe-
an friends should rest assured that the peo-
ple on their borders do not intend to settle 
in their countries permanently. We can see 
this. These people want to go back to their 
home countries, but it is impossible to live 
there right now. The refugee issue cannot 
be resolved by closing doors on these peo-
ple and building fences or walls on bor-
ders. The real solution lies in stopping the 
conflicts in their home countries and en-
suring that a government that can respond 
to their needs comes to power. Under those 
circumstances, there will be no reason for 
them to come to Turkey or to the Europe-
an countries. Steps that are taken without 
understanding the underlying causes and 
without creating proper solutions will only 
give rise to new tragedies. 

Supply of weapons to Assad by some coun-
tries should be referred to an ombudsman

As I mentioned previously, we can no 
longer watch the dead bodies of children, 
women and men who have lost their lives 
on their desperate journeys in the Medi-
terranean and the Aegean seas washing 
up on shores. It is evident that the Syrian 
problem is about the regime and the re-
gime’s oppression. Therefore, assessing the 
situation solely from the perspective of in-
ternational balance of power and political 
designs sears our conscience. Some coun-
tries continue to aid the Syrian regime by 
sending planes. When Tayyip Erdoğan re-
fers to this fact, countries call the Turkish 
ambassadors and ask them why I mention 
this. Well, it is their authorities who say so, 
not just me. Their authorities say that they 
support Assad. They send planes, weapons 
and financial assistance; we know all about 
them. They say it openly even at interna-
tional meetings. These acts should be re-
ferred to an ombudsman! 

Everything that Turkey has said about 
Syria since the beginning turned out to be 
true, but, unfortunately, no serious steps 
have been taken for the resolution of the 
problem. This is because 2 million people 
did not go to Iran or Russia; they came to 
my country, and we are bearing the cost. 
We spent 6.5 billion dollars on refugees so 
far. As we deliver humanitarian aid, others 
deliver planes and weapons. They watch 
hundreds of thousands of people die in 
Syria and Iraq. Is this humanitarian? Is an-
yone raising an opposing view? Unfortu-
nately, not. 
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I once again call on the international com-
munity; the Syrian issue can be resolved by 
overthrowing the oppressive regime and 
ensuring that a government built upon the 
will of the people and the realities of the 
region comes to power. To do this, we must 
first establish a safe zone along our border 
free of terrorist organizations. Such a step 
would prevent new waves of refugees and 
allow for a helping hand to be extended to 
the refugees at the gates of Europe in their 
home country. Otherwise, escalation of the 
conflicts and clashes as well as new waves 
of refugees will be unavoidable. 

Since 2011, 12 million people constituting 
more than half of the population of Syria 
have been displaced. Some of them left Syr-
ia and others moved to other cities, leaving 
their homes behind. Only 5 million are 
outside their home country. It is clear that 
other displaced people will travel abroad 
unless the conflict is resolved. We see this 
clearly, and I believe the world sees it too. 
The problem may escalate at any time. This 
is also the case for other countries in the 
region. We cannot heal this problem un-
less governments based on the will of their 
people are formed in accordance with the 
situation on the ground. 

Western countries should realize that the 
comfort and welfare of their own citizens 
are not independent from the events un-
folding in the region and around the world. 
Those who make every effort to listen to the 
daily problems of their own people should 
not turn their backs on millions of people 

who are trying just to survive. Anything to 
the contrary is tantamount to betrayal of 
the values that Western civilization, espe-
cially the European Union, was built on. 

I strongly condemn the vandalism by 
Israel in Masjid Al-Aqsa

We will keep our doors open to people on 
our borders by mobilizing all of our re-
sources without any discrimination based 
on their ethnicity, religion or qualifica-
tions. We are not doing this out of self-in-
terest, but with a humanitarian, moral, 
historical and conscientious sense of duty. 
I once again strongly condemn the dese-
cration and vandalism by Israel in Masjid 
Al-Aqsa, the first Kıbla of Muslims. Attacks 
on this area could sabotage peace, order 
and tolerance between the believers of dif-
ferent religions not only in Jerusalem but 
also around the world. I call on the State of 
Israel and all countries supporting and en-
couraging Israel to act responsibly on this 
matter. 

Turkey will continue to follow this issue 
closely, refer to it on all platforms and take 
a stand. I call leaders across the world who 
share this sensitivity and engage in tele-
phone diplomacy in order to invite them 
to take joint steps. 

Esteemed Guests,

Turkey has faced the bloody consequenc-
es of terrorism throughout its history. We 
lost thousands of members of the security 
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forces and tens of thousands of civilians to 
terrorism. Today, we are facing a new wave 
of terrorism and tragic losses. One of the 
most important goals we determined for 
ourselves in our efforts to improve our de-
mocracy and achieve development since 
2003 has been to eliminate factors that 
lead to terrorism. We decided to drain the 
swamp rather than deal with the mosqui-
toes. Therefore, we initiated major reforms 
aimed at development and democratiza-
tion. Turkey achieved significant progress 
towards normalization in this period. Our 
efforts for democratic outreach were fol-
lowed by the national unity and brother-
hood project. Then we launched the peace 
process. However, as we got closer to get-
ting results, we saw that those who felt un-
comfortable about this situation tried to 
exacerbate the problem by various ways 
and means in order to recreate a blood-
bath in this country because they saw that 
Turkey would restore peace through the 
peace process and become one of the most 
respectable and powerful countries of the 
world. They began to contemplate ways to 
divide Turkey and lay the foundation for 
unrest in Turkey. 

Who supplies powerful weapons to 
terrorists?

Now I ask you. Who supplies powerful 
weapons to terrorists? Who supports ter-
rorism? They receive support from some-
where at home or abroad. You should know 
that those who provide support are not 
from this country, they are from abroad. 

They aim to divide this beautiful country 
and our people. We are well aware that all 
incidents since 2013 when we were clos-
est to achieving peace are interconnected. 
Unfortunately, there is significant media 
and monetary support right here at home 
in addition to the support provided from 
abroad. Nevertheless, we maintained hope 
and remained patient in order to carry on 
with our efforts. We acted wisely against 
those who resort to all kinds of provoca-
tive, heartless and immoral acts to destroy 
our country’s future. 

We grieve for every citizen and member 
of the security forces who died since the 
separatist terrorist organization began to 
attack again in July. Our responsibility to 
the people is to be level-headed and main-
tain our common sense; that is why we do 
not elaborate too much on this matter. The 
terrorist organization and a certain circle 
of so-called politicians, media members 
and civil society organizations that are ap-
parently not ashamed of siding with the 
terrorist organization are trying to sow dis-
sension among our people. 

Protests, press statements, headlines, col-
umns and constant manipulations on 
social media have only one purpose: to 
pave the way for social conflict in Turkey. 
I appeal not only to my country and peo-
ple, but also to the whole world from this 
significant meeting today. What will you 
gain if Turkey and its people are divided? 
In fact, Turkey is a guarantor of peace and 
a helping hand for those in need in this 
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region. The steps that you take will come 
to nothing. This nation will definitely win 
this fight with the power and legacy it has 
inherited from its history. 

Our people quickly figured out the purpose 
behind some of these attempts in different 
parts of our country. Our people recognize 
these tricks for what they are despite the 
pain and anger they feel in their hearts. In 
your presence, I would like to once again 
thank every member of our nation who 
did not fall for the tricks of provocateurs.

In the meantime, members of the terrorist 
organization are trying to stage dirty tricks 
in various districts in the region in pursuit 
of their aims. Members of the terrorist or-
ganization blending in with civilians are 
carrying out actions for the purpose of set-
ting citizens against the state. 

Ceremonies are held in this country for 
the terrorists who are killed

Dear Friends,

Ceremonies are held in this country for the 
terrorists who are killed. The bodies of ter-
rorists draped with the flag of the terrorist 
organization are shown on social media 
under the pretense that they are civilians. 
They get a lot of domestic support as well. 
However, I believe that we will frustrate 
these attempts together with our people. 
Of course, they receive significant sup-
port also from the West. We say this to our 
friends in the West, but they are concerned 

about other things...I would like to remind 
you how important it is that our friends 
from the West who are with us today, es-
pecially those who act as ombudsmen, un-
derstand this issue. They must recognize 
the facts. Turkey is not governed by an 
autocratic regime. To the contrary, Turkey 
has embraced democracy. Nevertheless, I 
would like you to know that some of our 
citizens are forced to vote at gunpoint. 
When they come, members of the OSCE 
should see and report these facts. I want 
them to know that they cannot prevent our 
efforts to advance our democracy by omit-
ting these facts in their reports.

Unfortunately, some politicians are used as 
pawns in this scenario. The media also has a 
role in this act of betrayal; they make every 
effort to portray the terrorists as “good 
kids” and the security forces as aggressors. 
Please remember that it is the terrorist or-
ganization and its supporters who started 
the attacks, set off bombs, set cities on fire 
and killed innocent people. But who gets 
the blame? The state, the government and 
I. They ignore the members of our security 
forces who are killed. They ignore the giant 
ditches in the roads, bombs, rockets and 
armed attacks on public buildings, schools, 
mosques, ambulances and workplaces. 
They do not care at all that the terrorist or-
ganization is killing innocent people who 
go out to buy bread, work at restaurants 
or make a living by collecting scrap metal 
from garbage. But they stir up the whole 
world when we conduct a small operation 
against the terrorist organization. They 
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use minor details from some incidents and 
desperately try to create an impression in 
the public opinion that makes Turkey look 
like Syria, Egypt or Libya. They try to shift 
the blame for the killing of innocent peo-
ple from the terrorist organization to the 
security forces. They are trying to create 
the impression among citizens whose lives 
have been destroyed because of the acts of 
the terrorist organization and the entire 
country that the state, the government and 
myself are to blame. The terrorist organi-
zation and their supporters in politics and 
the media have memorized their roles in 
this treacherous scenario which they put 
on display at every opportunity. 

I want this to be known very well; people 
are not here to stay, they are mortal. But 
this land and this nation are eternal. Tur-
key will continue to walk proudly on this 
road to eternity. Those who conducted vil-
lainy against this country and nation in the 
past are no more. Those who pursue the 
same goals today will share the same fate. 

The Republic of Turkey has the strength 
to frustrate these attempts

Our people may rest assured that Turkey 
and its president, parliament, government, 
security forces and all relevant institutions 
have the strength to thwart these attempts. 
The state is careful not to hurt a single in-
nocent individual or do any injustice no 
matter how small; that is why we act calm-
ly. We know that we will overcome all of 
these troubles and continue to live in this 
region together in peace. 

Not a single citizen of this country thinks 
ill of their neighbors, friends or acquaint-
ances because of their ethnic origin. The 
day we discriminate between our neigh-
bors and friends based on whether they 
are Turkish or Kurdish, Alevi or Sunni or 
from the east or the west is the day we fall 
into the trap of the terrorist organization. 
For us, every one of the 78 million citizens 
of this country have equal rights and val-
ue. All citizens are brothers with whom we 
share a common past and a common fu-
ture. 

Those who blame the president, the prime 
minister and the government for the clash-
es, deaths and terrorist actions and those 
who senselessly support those actions are 
the biggest sympathizers of the terrorist 
organization. My term of office will end 
someday and I will be replaced by anoth-
er president. Likewise, this government 
will be replaced by another, but the dam-
age done by the terrorist organization to 
this country and nation will remain. Polit-
ical competition and personal animosity 
should not be confused with the survival 
of this country and nation. Those who con-
fuse the two will have to account for it in 
history and to the people. Yes, we are going 
through hard times, but we wholeheart-
edly believe that Turkey’s future is bright. 
God willing, Turkey will achieve its 2023 
goals, but will not be content with these 
goals and aim to realize its 2053 and 2071 
vision. 
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As I end my remarks with these sentiments, 
I would like to thank the chief ombuds-
man and his team who made this two-day 
event possible. I would like to thank all our 
guests who will contribute to this event by 
sharing their thoughts and opinions.

I extend my heartfelt respects and hope 
that this event will be a beneficial one.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

257

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim 

President of the Russian Federation Mr. 
Vladimir Putin, President of Palestine Mr. 
Mahmud Abbas, Chairman of the Central 
Muslim Spiritual Board of Russia and 
Chairman of the Council of Russian Muf-
tis Mufti Sheikh Ravil Gainutdin Hazrat, 

Patriarch Kirill of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and Distinguished Guests: 

I salute you with respect and affection. I 
am delighted to be with you on the occa-
sion of the opening of the Moscow Central 
Mosque for worship following its recon-
struction.

We Must Solve The Refugee 
Issue By Making Their Countries 
Habitable, Not By Closing Borders

Opening of Moscow Central Mosque | Moscow, Russia | September 23, 2015
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I would like to thank Sheikh Ravil Gainut-
din Hazrat for his kind invitation to this 
ceremony. Moscow, as a leading metropol-
itan city in the world, is enriched with the 
presence of this mosque. I would like to 
express my gratitude to everyone who con-
tributed to this effort. 

The fact that our Presidency of Religious 
Affairs and the Turkish Religious Founda-
tion contributed to the construction of this 
mosque makes our people very happy. It is 
my hope that the worship and prayers in 
this mosque will be heard and accepted in 
the presence of Allah. I pray to Allah that 
the Moscow Central Mosque will contrib-
ute to the much-needed peace and solidar-
ity for mankind. 

I consider the friendship and trust we all 
witness here as a symbol of the peaceful 
future that the Muslims, who are an in-
separable part of Russia, will have in this 
country. 

Distinguished Presidents, Esteemed 
Guests, 

Our mutual affection and ancient histori-
cal ties with our Muslim brothers in Rus-
sia make a significant contribution to the 
friendship between Turkey and Russia and 
encourage us to strengthen our relations 
even further. 

Russia is an important example for mutual 
coexistence of people with different faiths 
and ethnic origins under the same roof. To-
day in Moscow, we see once again that our 

common values make it possible to create a 
vision of the future and share living space 
in a way that transcends our differences. 
Even as we express our delight in the won-
derful scene before us, the exact opposite is 
unfortunately taking place in many places 
around the world right now. 

The discriminatory policies by Israel 
against the Palestinians are moving to-
wards a dangerous point when it dese-
crates the sanctity of Masjid Al-Aqsa in Je-
rusalem. 

What dies and suffers in the 
Mediterranean and the Aegean is human 
conscience

As people flee from areas in our region -- es-
pecially Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Libya and Yemen 
-- to European borders, we see dramatic in-
cidents that should shame all humanity. We 
regret to see that people are deprived of their 
human rights because of their faith, ethnicity 
and country of origin. What dies and suffers 
in the Mediterranean and the Aegean seas is 
human conscience, humanity itself.

I would like to take this opportunity to con-
vey a wonderful message from the great 
Russian writer Tolstoy to all peoples, states 
and the whole world, especially European 
countries: “The most important pursuit in 
life is goodness.” In another story, Tolstoy 
says a fire set with evil intent will burn not 
only that house but the whole village. 

We must view the events in our region from 
this perspective. We must try to extinguish 
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the fire in the Middle East with goodness, 
justice and conscience within the frame-
work of the historical, cultural and social 
realities of the people who live there. 

That is why we accepted the 2 million 
people who fled to our borders from Syr-
ia and Iraq without hesitation. That is why 
we have been doing our best to provide all 
kinds of assistance and host them in our 
country for the last four years. 

The solution to the refugee problem lies 
not in closing borders or abandoning them 
to die at sea but in making their countries 
habitable once again. 

Distinguished Presidents, Esteemed 
Guests, 

Turkey has throughout history been a 
country where people from different faiths 
were able to live together in tolerance. It is 
possible to see mosques, churches and syn-
agogues side by side in many of our cities, 
especially in Istanbul. The rich heritage of 
living together is an important link that 
Turkey and Russia have in common. The 
latest and most concrete example of this 
heritage is the Moscow Central Mosque 
which we open today. 

I would like to remind you that we do not 
treat the tens of thousands of Russian cit-
izens living in our country, particularly in 
Istanbul and Antalya, any differently than 
our own citizens in any way, especially in 
terms of freedom of religion. We are de-
lighted to host them in our country. I be-

lieve that many of our citizens, relatives 
and other Muslims living in Moscow and 
various regions of Russia share the same 
feelings.

The sincere cooperation and solidarity that 
we demonstrate as the representatives of 
two ancient Eurasian cultures shall serve 
not only our own peoples but the entire 
world. 

With these thoughts, I pray that the Mos-
cow Central Mosque we inaugurate today 
brings blessings to Russian Muslims, all 
friendly and brotherly communities in 
Russia and the Muslim world. I would like 
to express my special thanks to my dear 
friend Mr. Putin for his patronage during 
the construction. I also would like to take 
this opportunity to express my heartfelt 
wishes for a happy Eid al-Fitr which we cel-
ebrate tomorrow and extend my respects 
to all of you. 
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Distinguished Ministers, Esteemed Repre-
sentatives of the World Energy Sector: 

I salute you wholeheartedly. I hope that 
this meeting will benefit our countries, the 
G20 platform and the entire world.

First of all, I would like to state that we are 
delighted to be hosting this first meeting 
of energy ministers in the history of the 
G20 during our presidency. I hope that this 

meeting of the G20 which brings together 
the world’s largest energy producers and 
consumers is a success.

The G20 truly is a very large and important 
platform representing 85% of the glob-
al economy, 75% of world trade and one-
third of the world’s population. We must 
take full advantage of this platform that al-
lows advanced and developing economies 

Infrastructure Investments 
Must Be Encouraged Globally

G20 Energy Ministers Meeting | Istanbul | October 2, 2015 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

262

to sit around the same table and address 
global issues.

The steps taken by the G20 since 2008 have 
been extremely beneficial in terms of mit-
igating the effects of the global crisis and 
making the global financial system more 
resilient.

I have been attending the G20 meetings 
since 2008, first as prime minister and 
now as president, and I am well aware of 
the developments around the world. The 
G20 has had a major role in ensuring bet-
ter coordination on financial and macroe-
conomic issues between the world’s lead-
ing economies.

Our main concern as the G20 is 
sustainable and global growth

Our main goal is to take measures to pre-
vent crises and create an institutional ba-
sis for global economic cooperation. As the 
G20 countries, our main concern today is 
robust, sustainable, balanced and inclu-
sive global growth.

When Turkey assumed the G20 presiden-
cy, we outlined our priorities under three 
categories: implementation, investment 
and inclusiveness. We believe that the best 
way to ensure robust economic growth 
both domestically and globally is to pro-
vide stability and security. This has also 
been the key to Turkey’s economic perfor-
mance in the last 13 years. Commitments 
must be effectively implemented in order 
to achieve this goal. If we implement the 

growth strategies that we agreed on last 
year as G20 members, we expect addition-
al growth of 2.1 percent until 2018. This 
means an additional 2 trillion dollars for 
the global economy.

This year, we plan to approve a report in 
Antalya that tracks the implementation 
of our growth strategies based on a time-
line. In this way, we can prove to the entire 
world that we stand behind our promises 
and follow up on our decisions.

Esteemed Guests,

The need to encourage infrastructure in-
vestments continues to grow. Therefore, 
we determined investment as one of the 
priorities of our presidency. The figures I 
am going to give you may seem out of the 
ordinary, but I will add a few points to put 
them into context.

The need for global infrastructure invest-
ment is calculated as 70-90 trillion by 2030. 
The infrastructure investments needed in 
Asian countries from 2010 to 2020 alone is 
approximately 8 trillion dollars. Develop-
ing countries need to invest approximately 
1.5 trillion dollars in infrastructure invest-
ments annually to reach their sustainable 
development goals. Therefore, infrastruc-
ture investments must be encouraged 
globally. To do this, we need a new under-
standing of cooperation and fresh efforts.

The public and the private sector must 
work together to meet the financing needs 
for global infrastructure investments. Here 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

263

in Turkey, we have seen very positive re-
sults from effective cooperation between 
the public and the private sectors. If you 
think you can do this with the national 
budget, you are mistaken. We implement-
ed many infrastructure investments that 
could not be financed with the national 
budget through public-private partner-
ships. We continue to utilize this method.

Infrastructure investments can be 
stimulated through public-private 
partnerships

If we can effectively combine the dyna-
mism of the private sector with the invest-
ment requirements of the public sector, we 
can stimulate global infrastructure invest-
ments. In this regard, the resentment on 
the part of the public sector with respect 
to the private sector must end once and for 
all. It would be impossible to achieve any 
results if the public sector asks why the pri-
vate sector makes more money or thinks 
that the private sector has no right to make 
profit. After all, we can only succeed with a 
spirit of solidarity, mutual assistance and 
sharing.

The real issue regarding infrastructure in-
vestments is not financing as much as it is 
gaining the trust of the private sector. On 
the private sector side, the financial sector 
tends to put a lot pressure on the investor. 
In this context, it is especially important 
that the financial sector does not act very 
skeptically. For this purpose, we asked the 
G20 countries to develop concrete and 
comprehensive investment strategies.

At the Antalya Summit, G20 leaders will 
address our infrastructure investment 
strategies as a whole. The decisions we 
make on this issue will help accelerate eco-
nomic growth. We attach special impor-
tance to meeting investment requirements 
in the energy sector as part of the overall 
infrastructure investments because energy 
investments make up a significant portion 
of global infrastructure requirements. The 
International Energy Agency calculates 
the need for energy investments as 48 
trillion dollars by 2035. It is clear that de-
mand for energy will continue to increase 
in the world. Development and advanced 
technology can only take place with ener-
gy. Therefore, it is essential to diversify in 
energy and carry on with exploration.

Energy needs in developing countries in 
particular will increase significantly as 
they integrate with the global economy. We 
must take action now to keep investment 
decisions postponed today from having a 
negative effect on energy security in the 
future. I think it is very appropriate that 
the agenda for this first meeting of the G20 
energy ministers includes energy invest-
ments.

The G20 aims for inclusive growth

Esteemed Guests, 

Another priority for our presidency is in-
clusiveness. As the president for this term, 
Turkey has identified inclusive growth, in 
addition to robust, sustainable and bal-
anced growth, as a priority for the G20. We 
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attach special importance to overcoming 
rising inequality and ensuring a greater 
share of economic prosperity for disadvan-
taged groups, especially women and young 
people.

In addition to the goal the G20 set last year 
for increasing the participation of women 
in the workforce, we achieved a consensus 
this year on the goal of lowering youth un-
employment. In this context, the G20 coun-
tries are committing to a 15% decrease by 
2025 in the percentage of young people 
with low-level skills or those employed in 
the informal economy. I think this is an im-
portant step in terms of making our econo-
mies more inclusive and sustainable.

We also created a G20 Engagement Group 
called Women20 -- which I supported as 
well -- to work on strengthening the role 
of women in the economy. When we talk 
about inclusiveness, we are not just talking 
about creating a more inclusive economic 
system in G20 countries, but also globally.

During our term as president, we worked 
especially hard to include low-income 
and developing countries in various re-
gions around the world in our efforts. 
The growth rate achieved by a significant 
number of African countries today is high-
er than some developed and even rising 
economies. However, there are challenges 
faced by these countries. Access to energy 
is one of the main challenges. It is impossi-
ble to talk about development, investment, 
growth, health, nutrition or heating with-
out access to energy.

As my esteemed colleagues just said, 1.3 
billion people around the world live with-
out electricity. In the face of this grave sit-
uation, we cannot sit back and say that we 
have electricity and that we are warm or 
that electricity is available day and night 
on demand so we do not need to be so wor-
ried. 650 million of those with no access to 
energy live in Sub-Saharan Africa. In other 
words, more than half of the population of 
that continent has no access to electricity. 
Therefore, access to energy is one of the 
top G20 energy cooperation principles and 
is especially important to us.

We have intensified our work in Sub-Saha-
ran Africa due to the urgency of the situ-
ation. We are cooperating closely with the 
coordinator of the United Nations Sustain-
able Energy Initiative and African partners 
on energy. I hope that the conference that 
was held yesterday and attended by minis-
ters from African countries, investors and 
international organizations was beneficial 
in terms of better understanding Africa’s 
potential. It is my hope that this conference 
that brought together the business com-
munity and African countries contributes 
to removing the unfavorable perception of 
risk in this region.

I believe that the G20 Access to Energy 
Action Plan will make a significant con-
tribution to the coordination of the work 
being done and the improvement of the 
energy investment environment in African 
countries. In Antalya, we will, as leaders, 
support and approve this plan, which I 
hope you will discuss and approve short-
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ly. I would like to take this opportunity to 
point out the importance of the inclusion 
of access to energy in the “2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development” which was 
approved at the United Nations a few days 
ago. 

Doing successful work in energy requires 
public-private sector cooperation

The 2030 Agenda will be the most impor-
tant document outlining the global devel-
opment agenda for the next 15 years. The 
action plan that you will debate today and 
present at the leaders meeting will make 
an essential and significant contribution 
to the G20 2030 development agenda.

The SMEs are another issue we focus on in 
the context of inclusiveness. We carried out 
important work to ensure that the SMEs 
are also integrated into the global econo-
my. We helped establish the World SME 
Forum in Istanbul in collaboration with 
the International Chamber of Commerce. 
I am grateful to all of you for your contri-
butions in this regard. This forum will give 
SMEs a stronger voice on the world stage.

Esteemed Guests,

The G20 energy cooperation principles 
which we approved last year are really im-
portant in terms of making energy-related 
issues part of the successful cooperation 
within the G20. I believe that you will out-
line new and concrete areas of cooperation 
in this meeting by addressing the devel-
opments that have occurred in 2015 and 

develop the G20 energy principles even 
further.

We are delighted to be here today with the 
B20, which has contributed to this process 
from the very beginning as the G20’s first 
official engagement group. We know that 
the key to success in the energy sector and 
for increasing investments is through pub-
lic-private sector cooperation. We must be-
lieve in this. We believe that contacts and 
cooperation between the business commu-
nity and energy ministers will lead to ben-
eficial results both in terms of the G20’s 
work and the global economy.

As the current presidency, we focused on 
issues such as access to energy, renewable 
energy, transparency of energy markets, 
inefficient fossil fuel subsidies and energy 
efficiency this year. I also believe that glob-
al energy issues should be addressed in a 
multi-dimensional way. Investing in and 
financing energy projects are especially 
important. I believe that there is a strong 
premise within the G20 on which to build 
further cooperation in this area. The basis 
of the G20 Access to Energy Action Plan 
for Africa foresees the expansion of efforts 
in this area in the coming years to include 
other regions like Asia.

Energy policies are also very important 
to fight climate change, a global problem; 
2015 is a critical year in terms of climate 
change negotiations. That is why we have 
renewable energy and energy efficiency as 
priority issues. A list of alternatives was 
prepared to shed light on the work that the 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

266

G20 can do in the coming term to increase 
the use of renewable energy. Lowering the 
cost of renewable energy and better inte-
gration of renewable energy technologies 
into power systems are important for our 
future. The concrete results of the G20 en-
ergy efficiency action plan are very prom-
ising. We should continue to work together 
in this field.

We must approach energy from a 
strategic perspective

Esteemed Guests,

Our progress with regard to the items on 
our agenda will help improve global ener-
gy cooperation and provide energy securi-
ty. 

We must approach energy issues from a 
strategic perspective. In recent years, there 
were major changes and transformation 
in energy involving different actors. Ener-
gy security in particular is moving to the 
top of the global agenda. This process of 
change requires effective cooperation and 
dialog between producer, transit and con-
sumer countries since they complement 
each other.

If we do not make dialog, solidarity and co-
operation a priority in a world where prob-
lems are increasingly global, we will not be 
able to find feasible solutions to the issues 
we face. For example, we had Nabucco. 
Turkey was only a transit and a consumer 
country in the Nabucco project. We were 
not on the supply side. What happened? 

The European Union did not implement 
the Nabucco project. Now, we are also on 
the supply side in the Trans Anatolian Nat-
ural Gas Pipeline Project (TANAP). We are 
a transit and consumer country as well. As 
a result, things began to move quickly. We 
broke ground, and TANAP is now moving 
rapidly ahead. Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey 
and the European Union member coun-
tries must all work together on the TANAP 
project. If there is solidarity, the invest-
ment will move more swiftly. 

The G20 energy cooperation principles we 
approved last year form the general frame-
work for our cooperation in this area. Our 
goal should be to provide more detailed 
content for these principles and deepen 
the cooperation between us. 

We are delighted that China, which will 
assume the presidency for the next term, 
will convene the G20 Energy Ministers 
Meeting that Turkey initiated. I sincerely 
believe that this first G20 Energy Ministers 
Meeting will be an important step as a win-
win approach in the energy field through-
out the world.

I hope that your efforts are a success and 
extend my best wishes. 
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Distinguished Rector, Esteemed Members 
of Faculty, Dear Students, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen: 

I salute you with respect and affection. 

I would like to express my gratitude to 
Waseda University for presenting me with 
this honorary doctorate on the occasion of 

my visit to Japan. I view this title as a new 
sign of Turkish-Japanese friendship. 

I know that as one of the oldest and most 
prestigious educational institutions in Ja-
pan, Waseda University has made impor-
tant contributions to the country’s devel-
opment and progress in every area and, as 
a result, helped Japan achieve its current 

There Will Be More Regional 
Conflict In The World Without 

UN Reform

Conference at Waseda University | Tokyo | Japan | October 8, 2015 
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level of development. The graduates of 
Waseda University include many prime 
ministers, ministers, parliamentarians and 
high-level executives in the public and pri-
vate sector. I wish you continued success in 
the future.

Dear Friends, 

Turkish-Japanese relations have a long his-
tory. Situated at the easternmost and the 
westernmost ends of Asia, we are two great 
nations who were able to protect their au-
thentic cultural heritage and modernize 
without being colonized. Turks and the 
Japanese began to know each other bet-
ter in the late 19th century. An accident at 
sea 125 years ago joined our peoples with 
sincere bonds of friendship. The Ertuğrul 
Frigate was sent to Japan in 1890 to deliver 
a message of friendship from the Ottoman 
Sultan Abdulhamid II to the Emperor of 
Japan. Having successfully completed its 
mission, Ertuğrul sank in a violent storm 
off the coast of Kushimoto on its way back 
home. 532 sailors died, but the people of 
Kushimoto heroically rescued 69 sailors. 
The government of Japan and the Japa-
nese people took good care of our sailors. 
The sailors were taken to Turkey by the 
Japanese Navy on two Japanese corvettes. 
This magnanimous act of the Japanese 
state and its people won a place of great es-
teem in our people’s hearts. 

We are also very touched by the fact that 
the Japanese people and state have pre-
served the solemn memory of the sailors 
who lost their lives in this terrible acci-

dent 125 years ago. It is our duty to pass 
on this sincere friendship that began with 
a terrible accident to future generations 
by strengthening it further. As you know, 
maintenance of the military memorial is 
carried out by the elementary school stu-
dents of Oshima Village where the accident 
occurred. This is a great example of how to 
pass on the Turkish-Japanese friendship to 
future generations. 

I would like to take this opportunity to ex-
press my gratitude to our Japanese friends 
who are young but have big hearts.

Japan is an important partner in our 
global vision

Dear Friends, 

We view Japan as an important partner in 
terms of our regional and global vision. As 
the dynamics of the international commu-
nity change, both countries are striving to 
maintain international peace and stability. 
There is close cooperation and solidarity 
between us on many other international is-
sues as well. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to express my appreciation regard-
ing the growing depth, pace and diversity 
of the relations between Turkey and Japan.

Developing our political cooperation is very 
important in terms of strengthening and di-
versifying the strategic partnership between 
our countries that share common ideals. 

As you will remember, Istanbul and Tokyo 
were candidates to host the Olympic games 
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to be held in 2020. In the voting that took 
place after the gentlemanly contest be-
tween the two cities, Tokyo won the right 
to host the Olympics. I was the first to con-
gratulate my dear friend Prime Minister 
Abe after the results were announced. We 
will hold wide-ranging discussions with 
Prime Minister Abe both during this visit 
and during his visit to Turkey for the G20 
Summit that will be held in November. In 
these discussions, we will focus on the pos-
sibilities for deepening and strengthening 
our strategic relations further. We consid-
er Japan an important economic partner 
and would like to develop our economic 
and trade relations to a level matching the 
excellent political relations between our 
countries.

Bilateral trade between Turkey and Japan 
is unfortunately much lower than we aim 
for. In 2014, trade volume between the two 
countries was 3.6 billion dollars. This fig-
ure is significantly below the real potential 
of the two countries. During my visit to 
your country last year, we took an impor-
tant step towards an economic partnership 
agreement that will constitute one of the 
building blocks for our strategic partner-
ship. Official negotiations for this agree-
ment began last year, and the third round 
took place in September. I hope that the 
negotiations will be completed as soon as 
possible and this agreement will be imple-
mented. 

In today’s world, economic cooperation, 
new markets and free trade arrangements 
are critical building blocks for improving 

the prosperity of nations. Turkey is con-
ducting accession negotiations with the 
European Union to crown its Customs 
Union with full membership. We are con-
cluding bilateral free trade agreements in 
order to strengthen our integration into 
world trade. We know that Japan is taking 
initiatives in international trade relations 
through the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
Agreement negotiations, negotiations with 
the European Union and bilateral negotia-
tions. In this context, it is very important to 
conclude the economic partnership agree-
ment for which official negotiations began 
in 2014 as soon as possible. Building such 
a free trade regime between the two coun-
tries will make a significant contribution 
to bilateral trade and investments.

Infrastructure investments are critical 
for our rapidly developing country

Dear Friends, 

Bilateral direct investments are undoubt-
edly one of the most important aspects of 
our economic relations. I am happy to say 
that there has been a significant increase 
in Japanese investments in Turkey in re-
cent years. As of June 2015, direct Japa-
nese investments in Turkey reached 1.7 
billion dollars; 1.6 billion of this amount 
was invested in the last five years. Never-
theless, I must say that this amount is very 
modest compared to the potential of our 
two countries.

Japanese international investments were 
136 billion dollars in 2013 and 114 billion 
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dollars in 2014. Out of this large amount, 
439 million dollars were invested in Tur-
key in 2013, while the figure was lower in 
2014 at 212 million dollars. Today, Turkish 
businessmen are investing in many places 
around the world, but there are unfortu-
nately no significant Turkish investments 
in Japan. We will encourage investments 
in this country, where there is a significant 
potential in the food and beverage sector 
as well as in retail. We must work together 
to increase bilateral direct investments.

Infrastructure investments are critical for 
our rapidly developing country. We would 
like to maintain our cooperation with Ja-
pan in the area of infrastructure invest-
ments. The Marmaray project is a good ex-
ample of this cooperation. We have several 
large-scale projects, such as the bridge over 
the Çanakkale Straits, which is planned to 
be the world’s largest suspension bridge, 
the three-story Istanbul Tunnel and the 
new Ankara-Istanbul High-Speed Railway. 
We would like to work with Japan to fi-
nance such infrastructure projects. 

On the other hand, there are extensive trade 
and investment opportunities in the region 
within a three-hour flight time from Istan-
bul. We can achieve very good results by 
combining Turkey’s proximity to these re-
gions and our logistics with Japan’s techni-
cal and financial potential. If we can develop 
such a working relationship, we can create a 
win-win situation for both countries. 

In this framework, we attach special im-
portance to the Turkey-Japan Science and 

Technology University. Efforts are under-
way to establish this university for which 
we allocated one hundred hectares of land. 
I hope that the Japanese higher education 
community will embrace and support this 
important project which will help future 
generations become better acquainted. We 
must ensure that the two projects, which 
are the flagships of our economic coopera-
tion, are completed without setbacks. 

Terrorism is a crime against humanity 
and a global threat to mankind

Dear Friends, 

We live at a time of historic developments 
in the world and especially in our region. 
We are all aware of the situation in Syria 
and Iraq, which are located on our country’s 
southern borders. You also know about the 
ongoing developments in Ukraine to the 
north of our country and recent incidents 
in Georgia. Our western neighbor Greece 
has yet to recover from the political and 
economic instability threatening all of the 
balances in the European Union. Every day, 
there is new suffering for our brotherly 
people in our region, namely in Palestine, 
Libya, Egypt and Yemen. The Mediterrane-
an should be a sea of peace and stability, 
but it has become the scene of the biggest 
tragedy in the world. In this context, Tur-
key maintains its efforts for peace and sta-
bility in this region and around the world. 
We have not and will not concede our firm 
position on this matter despite the prov-
ocations aimed at our economic, social 
and physical security. We are resolutely 
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fighting the terrorist attacks which aim to 
spread the fire in the region to our country. 

I would like to say once again that ter-
rorism is a crime against humanity and 
a global threat. Terrorism cannot be rec-
onciled with any religious, ethnic, cultur-
al or geographical identity. Efforts to do 
so constitute support for terrorism. As a 
country that actively combats terrorism 
of all kinds, we particularly refer the inter-
national community to the importance of 
fighting against all kinds of terrorism. 

All international institutions fighting ter-
rorism, including the United Nations and 
the Global Counterterrorism Forum, must 
adopt this principled approach. Terrorists 
are labeled as such because of the acts they 
commit and the violent methods they em-
ploy. In this regard, there is no difference 
between Daesh and the PKK or those who 
attack metro stations in Tokyo with sarin 
gas. Turkey is waging a determined war 
against terrorism. There are no good or bad 
terrorists. One cannot say, ‘My terrorist is 
good, yours is bad.’ There should never be 
such a mentality. All terrorists are bad. We 
expect cooperation and solidarity from our 
friends in this war. 

It is imperative to share the burden of 
refugees

We are fighting against terrorism on one 
hand and, at the same time, embracing our 
Syrian brothers to fulfill our humanitari-
an and neighborly duty. The Syrian crisis 
that began in 2011 resulted in the largest 

human tragedy since World War II. Half of 
the population of a large country has been 
displaced; 12 million Syrians are displaced, 
with 5 million of them fleeing the country. 
Turkey is hosting millions of desperate 
Syrians and Iraqis. We opened our doors 
to all regardless of their religion, ethnici-
ty, education, vocation or income level. We 
are trying to provide for all of their needs 
without expecting anything in return. 

We host 260,000 people in tent and con-
tainer camps close to our borders. There 
are a total of 2.2 million Syrians living in 
our country. We have 300,000 Iraqi guests 
as well. In other words, Turkey is hosting 
2.5 million refugees. We spent 7.8 billion 
dollars on refugees so far. This is not a sus-
tainable situation. 

I am coming here from Brussels. I had 
many discussions there on this subject. 
Everyone appreciates what we have done. 
They say, ‘You have done what no country 
in the world has or could do when it comes 
to refugees. We congratulate you for this.’ 
We explain the situation to them as well. 
The important thing is how much of this 
burden they will take. How long can Tur-
key maintain this? The Europeans are clos-
ing their borders to these refugees. They 
say, ‘Those who die should die in the Medi-
terranean and the Aegean.’ Since the begin-
ning of the year, our Mediterranean Coast 
Guard Command boats rescued 60,000 
people, but no one else is doing this.

It is imperative to share the refugee burden 
now. Do you know how much the interna-
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tional community has contributed to the 
more than 7.8 billion dollars Turkey has 
spent? 417 million dollars. Even though we 
are currently hosting more refugees than 
any country in the world, we continue our 
open-door policy based on humanitarian 
considerations. We are hosting the Syrians 
and Iraqis in our country on behalf of the 
international community and mankind. 
We expect the international community to 
take urgent steps to share this burden. We 
also believe that the international organi-
zations with the responsibility to safeguard 
world peace and security in a just manner 
are failing this test. 

The structure of the United Nations must 
change

I believe that Japan agrees with our objec-
tions regarding the structure of the United 
Nations Security Council which we have 
expressed as “The world is bigger than 5.” 
Global governance can no longer depend 
on the word of one of five countries. There-
fore, all 196 members of the United Na-
tions should be permanent members of the 
Security Council on a rotating basis. The 
five permanent members of the UN Secu-
rity Council cannot determine the fate of 
the world as they currently do. For a more 
peaceful world, it is essential to reform the 
UN Security Council in a new and more 
comprehensive way which should also in-
clude Japan. If this is not done, then con-
flicts that appear to be regional today will 
inevitably spread to the whole world in a 
short time.

Dear Friends, 

We are delighted that Turkish language 
classes are being offered as an elective in 
accordance with the protocol signed be-
tween the Yunus Emre Institute and Wase-
da University. I hope that a Turkology de-
partment will be established at Waseda 
University in the future. I would also like 
to say that the Yunus Emre Institute stands 
ready to host Waseda University students 
in its educational programs in Turkey.

At the beginning of my remarks, I empha-
sized how the honorary doctorate granted 
to me today is an indication of Turkish-Jap-
anese friendship. We may be separated by 
great distances, but the connection in our 
hearts is strong. The fact that we are quick 
to extend a helping hand to each other in 
difficult times such as during natural dis-
asters is a result of these bonds of affection.

I would also like to take this opportunity 
to once again remember our friend Mi-
yazaki, who lost his life in one of the after-
shocks while working as a volunteer dur-
ing the Van earthquake in 2011. I would 
like to thank the administration of Waseda 
University and the honorable rector once 
again for this wonderful event. I respectful-
ly salute you all.
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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I salute you with respect and affection. I 
welcome all esteemed delegates arriving 
here from every corner of Turkey and the 
world to attend the Women20 Summit. 

I would like to thank everyone involved 
in making the Women20 a reality. I fol-
lowed the efforts carried out to establish 
the Women20 and even shared my sugges-
tions during this process. 

Those Who Accept 30,000-
40,000 Refugees Are Nobel 

Candidates While Those Who 
Embrace 2.5 million Refugees 

Are Not Recognized

G20 Women’s Summit | Istanbul | October 16, 2015 
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As the G20 president for this term, I am 
delighted that this group we helped estab-
lish has taken its place among the other 
G20 engagement groups such as the Busi-
ness20, Labor20, Youth20 and Civil20. I 
believe that Women20 will make signif-
icant contributions to the G20 agenda by 
working to ensure the fair participation of 
women in the economy through the recom-
mendations it will make. I hope that this 
Women20 Summit, which includes repre-
sentatives from countries outside the G20, 
is a success.

Esteemed Guests, 

As you know, the G20 is an important plat-
form of cooperation that accounts for 85% 
of the global economy, 75% of global trade 
and 65% of the world’s population. The 
G20 provides an opportunity for advanced 
and developing economies to meet around 
the same table in order to find common 
solutions to global problems. I attended all 
but one of the G20 summits since 2008 on 
behalf of my country. The G20 played an 
important role in mitigating the effects of 
the global crisis and, particularly, in mak-
ing the global financial system more resil-
ient. 

We added inclusive growth as a priority 
during our presidency of the G20 in or-
der to achieve robust, sustainable and bal-
anced growth as our main goal because in-
clusiveness is of paramount importance. It 
is clear that these economic goals cannot 
be achieved if women do not have their 

rightful place in business, cannot actively 
participate in the labor force and have no 
voice in production or management. 

Growth is not measured only in numbers. 
We know that the quality of growth must 
also be taken into account. Quality growth 
means more employment, higher stand-
ards of living and more equitable distri-
bution of wealth. We must bear this in 
mind. Women20 has a huge responsibility 
in terms of making contributions and rec-
ommendations to the work of the G20 on 
all of these issues. I believe and have every 
confidence that you will discharge your re-
sponsibility in the best possible way. 

Women must have the place they deserve 
in the G20 economy 

Esteemed Guests, 

When Turkey took over the G20 presi-
dency, we determined three priorities: 
inclusiveness, implementation and in-
vestments. Inclusiveness guarantees sus-
tainable economic growth as well as social 
stability. Therefore, inclusiveness is a top 
priority for the G20 presidency. Inclusive-
ness means that everyone should benefit 
from economic growth and prosperity. As 
such, one of the most important aspects of 
inclusiveness is making sure that women 
take their well-deserved place in the econ-
omy. Participation in the workforce in G20 
countries is currently 58% for women and 
86% for men. As you see, there is a signifi-
cant gap. 
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According to figures from the World Eco-
nomic Forum, a one-percent increase in 
women’s participation in the workforce 
will mean an 80-billion-dollar increase in 
global GDP. We need significant growth, 
and increasing the participation of women 
in the workforce is an important opportu-
nity to achieve the growth we need at this 
time. 

Together, we must discuss what can be 
done to make use of this opportunity. En-
suring quality, providing opportunities to 
women and young people as well as mak-
ing technological progress are possible 
only through inclusive growth. In fact, one 
of the most important decisions we made 
last year as G20 countries had to do with 
women. Turkey adopted the goal of reduc-
ing the difference in global gender-based 
participation in the workforce by 25% 
until 2025. Achieving this goal means 
the addition of 100 million women to the 
workforce around the world in the next 10 
years. 

This year, we would like to take concrete 
steps to reach the goal regarding the em-
ployment of women. We are also working 
hard to increase the participation of young 
people in the job market. Young people 
make up the most dynamic part of our 
societies, but youth unemployment is cur-
rently very high. Therefore, the G20 aims 
to reduce youth unemployment by 15% 
until 2025. 

SMEs are another important priority issue 
for our presidency. The important role that 

the SMEs play in creating employment and 
enhancing economic activity and trade are 
the main reasons behind this decision. In 
this context, let me emphasize that a sig-
nificant percentage of SMEs in Turkey and 
around the world are owned or managed 
by women. 

We are aiming to strengthen access for the 
SMEs to the global finance and trade sys-
tem and help raise their profile interna-
tionally.

Dear Guests, 

Our second priority during our presidency 
is implementation. The best way to achieve 
robust, sustainable, balanced and inclusive 
economic growth at the national and glob-
al level is to implement the commitments 
we have made in full and on a timely basis. 
We can no longer drag our feet. We need 
implementation to achieve results.

There will be additional 2.1 percent 
global growth by 2018

If we implement the growth strategies that 
we agreed upon last year as G20 members, 
we will achieve an additional 2.1 percent 
growth by 2018, which means adding 2 
trillion dollars to the global economy. The 
G20 members took concrete steps this year 
to implement and track all of our commit-
ments. 

Two weeks ago, I attended the G20 Ener-
gy Ministers Meeting, which convened the 
world’s largest producers and consumers 
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in this room. In that meeting, I emphasized 
the importance of investments, which is 
the third priority of our presidency. I also 
made the point that global infrastructure 
investment requirements until 2030 is 70-
90 trillion dollars. Some may, of course, ask 
where this sizable amount of 70-90 trillion 
dollars will come from. We touched on this 
as well; the key step here is public-private 
sector cooperation. 

Turkey is the best example for public-pri-
vate sector investments. When we took 
office in late 2002 and began to outline 
our projects, we stressed the importance 
of public-private cooperation. Once stabil-
ity and confidence -- which are critical to 
convince international and domestic en-
trepreneurs -- were achieved, investments 
began to grow. As a result, we were able 
to engage in major investment projects 
here in Turkey. For example, the third Is-
tanbul airport project is a public-private 
partnership with an investment of 12 bil-
lion euros. This is an investment realized 
without spending a single penny from the 
state budget. Additionally, the state will re-
ceive 22 billion euros from this investment 
during the lease period. It is easy to invest 
money that is readily available; the chal-
lenge is to diversify sources of funding and 
secure funds outside the budget. If one can 
diversify resources and gain the trust of 
investors, a country will be able to attract 
investments. In such a case, it will be pos-
sible to secure sizable investments as men-
tioned above. 

There are plenty of global resources to fi-
nance investments. For example, there are 

significant resources in China and Japan, 
but the challenge is to create trust. With 
trust, those resources can be engaged for 
investments. In the same context, infra-
structure investments must be encouraged 
and relevant steps must be taken to secure 
financing. This is where the private sector 
must collaborate with the public sector. 
We accomplished this in Turkey and rec-
ommend it to all our friends. We see the 
positive results of the effective cooperation 
between the public and the private sector. 
I invite women entrepreneurs to be more 
active and bold in this regard.

Esteemed Women20 Representatives, 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment approved by the United Nations a 
few weeks ago is in fact a document that 
defines the global development agenda 
for the next 15 years. One of the most im-
portant elements of this new development 
agenda is the elimination of gender imbal-
ances. As the G20 presidency, we pioneered 
various efforts to implement the goals 
outlined in the Sustainable Development 
Agenda. The founding of the Women20 
and this summit are part of our efforts. 

We have over 110,000 women 
entrepreneurs

Implementing the sustainable develop-
ment goals and providing women more 
access to education, employment and 
job opportunities will also help eradicate 
poverty. I should say that important steps 
have been taken in Turkey over the last 13 
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years in this area. For example, women’s 
participation in the workforce in 2004 was 
23.3%, but it has risen to 32.3% today. To-
day, participation rates for new university 
graduates is balanced between genders. 
This is a reflection of the solid policies we 
put in place. 

In addition, there were positive develop-
ments with regard to women entrepre-
neurs in the same period. The ratio of 
women entrepreneurs in 2004 was 4.9%, 
and this figure has risen to 8% as of June 
2015. As a result, there are now more than 
110,000 women entrepreneurs in Turkey. 
Women in Turkey are becoming more 
active not only in the economy, but also 
in political, cultural and social areas. Is 
this enough? No. In the old days, a pump 
would be used to draw water from a well. 
The pump would be filled with a certain 
amount of water which would help start 
the flow as the pump started to work. Sim-
ilarly, all we did was to prime the pump, 
and God willing, water will begin to flow. 

Turkey was one of the first countries to give 
women the right to vote when it amended its 
constitution in 1934. Turkey is the first Euro-
pean country that gave women the right to 
vote. In 2002, there were 24 women serving 
as members of parliament, but today, this 
number is four times higher. These develop-
ments are not enough for us. We will carry 
on with our efforts to ensure that women are 
better represented in every field. 

However, I would like to underline that 
these steps and improvements did not 

happen by accident; they are the result of 
carefully planned policies which were im-
plemented with determination. We will 
continue to implement these policies. In 
this framework, reforms were enacted to 
provide additional financial and social sup-
port to working women and new mothers. 
These programs, which cover a wide range 
including micro-credit and childcare, aim 
to empower women in the economy. 

The gender pay gap is just as important as 
women’s participation in the workforce. 
We know that the gender pay gap continues 
to be a problem. That is why I focused on 
performance appraisal when I was prime 
minister because performance, not gender, 
is the proper way to make an assessment. 
We also set a goal for equal pay for equal 
work. This problem is not unique to us. 
Around the world, women earn on average 
77% of what men earn for doing the same 
kind of work. Although the percentage is 
a bit better in our country, we still need to 
make progress. 

No doubt, these issues will be important 
items on the Women20 agenda. I hope to 
listen to presentations from the presidents 
and coordinators of all engagement groups 
in Ankara in early November. After having 
listened to the presentations in person, I 
will have an opportunity as the G20 presi-
dent to put them on the agenda and initiate 
discussion on these issues in various ways. 

While I was prime minister, the campaign 
called “Girls to School,” which my wife 
supported and participated in, also served 
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this purpose. We achieved significant pro-
gress through this campaign as enrolment 
and attendance for girls rose from 90% to 
96%. In 2000, 19% of women in our coun-
try were illiterate. We managed to reduce 
this figure to 6% through the campaigns 
and projects we supported and sponsored. 
I hope that illiteracy will cease to be a prob-
lem in our country soon. 

From 1990 to 2008, Turkey was one of 
10 countries in the world that significant-
ly reduced the maternal mortality rate. A 
significant reduction was also achieved in 
infant mortality. Better services are now 
provided to women to support them prior 
to and after giving birth. 

Opposing terrorism is a moral imperative

Esteemed Guests,

One of the most important items on the 
G20 Summit agenda will undoubtedly be 
terrorism. Events that threaten the stabili-
ty and security of the entire world are tak-
ing place in Syria on our southern border. 
The brutal war that the regime is conduct-
ing against its own citizens has resulted 
in the displacement of 12 million people, 
about half of the population of Syria. Of 
those who are displaced, five million have 
fled to other countries while 7 million are 
internally displaced. What is happening in 
Syria today is not a revolution; that phase 
is in the past. What is happening in Syria is 
a struggle for the independence of the Syri-
an people. As a country that fought its own 
War of Independence, we understand the 

Syrian people very well. We support the 
Syrian people’s struggle for independence 
as any country that believes in democracy 
and freedom should. 

I would like to make one point which, ac-
cording to my observation, women under-
stand well. Revolutions never bring about 
the desired peace or manifest the will of the 
people if they result in coups. In that case, 
all you get is autocratic rule, not democra-
cy. Many countries around the world have 
suffered this consequence and continue to 
do so. The result is exploitation which will 
continue unabated. Unfortunately, a vast 
majority of the countries that call them-
selves democratic defend and support such 
coups. Then they stand up to speak at the 
United Nations Security Council and all 
they talk about is democracy and freedom. 
What kind of democracy or freedom can 
they talk about when, simultaneously, they 
go and congratulate the coup plotters? We 
will continue to resist this understanding. 

The terrorist organizations operating in 
the region such as Daesh, PYD, YPG and 
the PKK are fighting with the regime 
against the Syrian people’s struggle for in-
dependence. Today, Turkey is at the top of 
the list of countries targeted by Daesh. We 
lost 130 citizens in suicide bombings that 
occurred last week at the Ankara bus sta-
tion and before that in Suruç. Our soldiers 
and policemen died due to Daesh attacks. 
However, we are saddened to see that there 
are some who try to portray Turkey as a 
country that supports Daesh in Syria. 
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I would like to reiterate in your presence 
that Turkey is against all terrorist groups 
equally, irrespective of their name, pur-
pose, narrative or methodology. Support-
ing some terrorist groups while appearing 
to fight others, like some countries do, is to 
side with the terrorists. Opposing terror-
ism is a moral imperative. It is unaccept-
able for a country which takes this moral 
position to discriminate between terrorist 
groups. 

I would like to remind all countries that 
have not taken a principled approach 
about this issue of a simple truth; you can 
be sure that the terrorist organization you 
support when it suits your purpose will 
turn its weapons on you some day because 
that is what terrorism is all about. Remem-
ber this fact. We view Daesh and the PKK, 
PYD, YPG and all other terrorist organi-
zations as being equally dangerous to hu-
manity. We fight against all of them. 

Our Western friends are not giving us 
enough support in the war on terror

Those who do not provide Turkey with 
enough support in its fight against terrorist 
organizations and, to the contrary, provide 
underhanded support to these groups must 
know that they are dragging the region and 
the whole world towards disaster. Look at 
the weapons retrieved from terrorist or-
ganizations in the mountains. These weap-
ons originate from Western countries we 
consider friends. The person at the head of 
a terrorist organization says that they were 
sent 50 tons of weapons and that more is 

on the way. When we make this point to 
our Western friends, they say that they are 
giving them weapons because they fight 
against Daesh. Well, if they are giving the 
terrorist organizations weapons because 
they fight against Daesh, then what about 
Al-Nusra? Al-Nusra is also fighting against 
Daesh, but they consider Al-Nusra a terror-
ist organization. Isn’t there a contradiction 
here? 

The security and stability of the West, es-
pecially Europe, depends on our security 
and stability. They now recognize this. Last 
week, I was in Brussels. They conceded to 
this fact in our discussions. They said that 
it is impossible to act without Turkey. Well, 
if it is impossible to act without Turkey, 
then why not admit Turkey to the EU? We 
know what this is about, but they prevari-
cate. If they were to act transparently and 
not prevaricate, then they would have to 
explain why they are not admitting Tur-
key. This would put them in a difficult spot 
in the eyes of the world because they will 
have to admit that they made a mistake in 
admitting Turkey to NATO and that they do 
not wish to repeat the same mistake in the 
EU. That is where the trouble lies. In fact, 
Turkey is way ahead of many EU member 
states in terms of the acquis, both econom-
ically and in terms of the Copenhagen Cri-
teria. Unfortunately, they are not acting in 
good faith as far as we are concerned. 

Was it necessary for the lifeless body of lit-
tle Aylan to wash up on shore to turn the 
world’s attention to the refugee problem? 
When this little boy Aylan washed up on 
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the shore in Bodrum, they started to put 
his picture on the cover of their magazines 
and, only then, began to question what is 
going on. There are currently 2.2 million 
Syrians and 300,000 Iraqis in Turkey. We 
are hosting 2.5 million refugees. We spent 
8 billion dollars. How much support did 
we receive from the world? 417 million 
dollars.

There are some very interesting devel-
opments. Some people make statements 
about accepting refugees. They say that 
they will admit 30,000-40,000 refugees. 
Then they become a Nobel candidate. Well, 
we have 2.5 million refugees right now, but 
no one seems to care because the Nobel 
Prize is political. Most of you already know 
how the Nobel Prizes are awarded; they are 
made to order. 

God willing, we will strengthen our unity, 
solidarity and brotherhood and leave these 
difficult days behind us. However, we will 
not forget those who stood with us and 
those who opposed us during this difficult 
time.

Esteemed Guests, 

As the G20 presidency, our work is dedi-
cated to a more beautiful, safer and pros-
perous world at this critical juncture. I be-
lieve that the Antalya G20 Summit will be 
a crowning achievement. I believe that it is 
going to be a unique G20 Summit both in 
terms of the facilities and the debate. Any 
understanding that excludes women or ig-
nores gender equality effectively ignores 

half of humanity. We must accept this as a 
fact. We took this step at the G20 because 
we know that including women fully in the 
G20 process is essential in order for us to 
reach our economic goals. Therefore, we 
are eagerly awaiting the decisions of the 
Women20 Summit and the recommenda-
tions you will submit to the G20 leaders. 
I will personally work to ensure that your 
recommendations receive the attention 
they deserve on the G20 agenda. 

With these thoughts, I would like to once 
again extend my wishes for a successful 
summit. I salute you with respect and af-
fection.
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Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

Welcome to Turkey and to Istanbul. We are 
delighted to be hosting you here in Istan-
bul, the capital of civilizations, on the occa-
sion of the Muslim Religious Leaders Sum-
mit for the Asia Pacific Countries. I would 
like to thank the Presidency of Religious 
Affairs, its president and his colleagues 

as well as all supporting institutions for 
organizing this important summit suc-
cessfully. I also would like to extend my 
gratitude to our distinguished guests for 
traveling thousands of kilometers to honor 
this summit and contribute to its work. 

As a region with 1.2 billion Muslims, 
Southeast Asia represents a well-known 
tradition of scholarship and has educated 

It Is Time For Religious Opinion 
Leaders To Act On Terrorism

“Muslim Religious Leaders Summit for the Asia Pacific Countries”  
Closing Session | Istanbul | October 16, 2015 
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important scholars who enriched Islamic 
civilization throughout history. I pray to 
Allah that the summit, which started on 
October 13 and is ending today, will help 
enhance the longstanding friendship, sol-
idarity and cooperation between Turkey 
and Asia-Pacific countries and strengthen 
the bonds of love and affection. 

I believe that the theme of “Unity in Mul-
tiplicity: Rethinking of Wisdom and Peace 
Together” is very appropriate as there is a 
big void to fill in this area. I pray to Allah 
that this summit will bring blessings not 
only to Turkey and the participating coun-
tries, but also to the entire Muslim world 
and mankind. 

The problems in Muslim countries are 
the result of a lack of mutual consultation

Dear Brothers, 

I was following the verses as the imam re-
cited them a minute ago. As the Qur’an and 
the Hadith of the Prophet say, counsel is 
the key to making good, sound decisions at 
the beginning of every endeavor. In verse 
38 of Shuraa, it says, “Their works are done 
through consultation.”  In one of his Ha-
diths, the Prophet (pbuh) says, “Allah has 
made counsel a blessing for my people.” 
The root of many of the problems we face 
in the Muslim world today lies in the fact 
that consultation has been abandoned and 
counsel ignored. This is the reason for the 
lack of blessing we experience as a com-
munity of faith today. 

It is impossible for us to speak of unity for 
the ummah right now; it is in pieces. I be-
lieve that meetings like this one are critical 
for building unity among the community 
of faith. I am sure that you observe, follow 
and witness the incredibly painful times 
that Muslims are going through over a large 
region stretching from Afghanistan to Lib-
ya and Yemen to Rakhine, and particularly 
in the countries bordering Turkey. We see 
people shouting Allahu Akbar and killing 
their brothers who are also speaking the 
name of Allah. How can this be explained? 
How does this fit in? Countries that should 
be a haven of peace and order are known 
today for bloodshed, tears and fighting.

Next door to Turkey in Syria, we see lives 
snuffed out by sniper rifles, barrel bombs 
and advanced weapons used by the re-
gime; we see cities destroyed and herit-
age looted. There is a murderer who en-
gages in state terrorism and slaughters 
366,000 of his citizens while claiming to 
be a Muslim. And what does he say? He 
says, “I am a Muslim.” What kind of Islam 
is this? When I ask other Muslims about 
it, they say, “But he opposes Israel.” Well, 
I wonder if our faith justifies the slaugh-
ter of 366,000 people even if he has this 
position against Israel? Those who were 
killed were also against Israel. Well, what 
is the basis for slaughtering our brothers 
by dropping bombs on them? The facts are 
obvious. Twelve million people have been 
displaced in Syria. Five million of them are 
now in Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan while 
7 million are internally displaced. They all 
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left their homes and live like pariahs or 
strangers in their own country.

Members of a religion that aims for peo-
ple to live, let live, edify and develop, and 
where even the enemy can find life are kill-
ing each other due to ethnic and sectarian 
sedition, fitne. The current state of affairs is 
dragging us towards a much more difficult 
future, adding new problems to the ones 
we already face. The compass that will help 
us out of this dark place and into a place 
of peace points to consultation and unity. 
Consultation performed with sincerity and 
a clean heart purified of all prejudice will 
be the most valuable tools we have in the 
search for solutions to the challenges in 
the Muslim world. 

Islam is being implicated by nascent 
terrorist organizations

The effective use of a consultation mech-
anism will contribute to the resolution of 
current political, religious, economic and 
social issues. Although this is self-evident, 
consultation has become the exception 
rather than the rule. Unfortunately, we 
observe that common ground on which 
Muslims can meet is becoming scarce, our 
differences drive us apart and unity has 
all but disappeared. Communication and 
transportation make for a smaller world, 
making borders meaningless, but new 
walls and new borders are rising in Mus-
lim societies. There is an effort by nascent 
terrorist groups and villains to implicate 
the Muslim world with all of its 1.7 bil-
lion members. What is their purpose? All 

of us know that a global smear campaign 
is being systematically conducted against 
Muslims. We also see that this negative 
perception that began in earnest after the 
9/11 attacks has grown due to the latest de-
velopments in the Middle East and North 
Africa and is gaining ground with each 
passing day. 

We know that Islam as a religion is inno-
cent of the evil its members have visited 
upon it, the role that others deem appro-
priate for it and the propaganda targeting 
it. However, we cannot ignore the mistakes 
that led to this perception and reinforced 
it. Something must be wrong if the mem-
bers of a civilization that prohibits the 
mistreatment of even one’s belongings act 
against each other in ways that we would 
not wish upon even our enemies. We must 
all take a hard look at ourselves without 
opting for the easy way out by blaming oth-
ers or pointing fingers. We must recognize 
the dynamics, omissions and dirty games 
behind the events that have transformed 
the Muslim world into a sea of blood and 
fire. We must be vigilant against those who 
want to use us as a proxy in their wars, 
stage their accursed conflicts on our lands 
and have us kill each other. We must rec-
ognize clearly that the divisions that are 
fanned into flames among Muslims and 
the seeds of unrest that are being sown hi-
jack our future. We can no longer tolerate 
the fact that members of the same religion 
are turning their weapons on one another 
for mundane power, trivial self-interest 
and heretical ideology. 
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Dear Brothers, 

In his farewell sermon, the Prophet (pbuh) 
not only pointed out the various dangers 
that awaited believers, but also the solu-
tions. Our Prophet (pbuh) commanded that 
two things be entrusted to mankind and 
the community of faith, and promised that 
salvation would be achieved by embracing 
them. The Prophet (pbuh) entrusted us 
with two things: the Qur’an and Sunnah. 
We are also entrusted with the brother-
hood of Muslims. This is a command. One 
cannot say, ‘I will be a brother if I want and 
can refuse to be one if I do not want to.” 
Muslims are brothers. So we must fulfill 
the requirements of this brotherhood. 

They may live in different countries, but 
all 1.7 billion Muslims are brothers

Throughout his life, the Prophet (pbuh) 
worked to lay and strengthen the founda-
tion upon which Islamic society is found-
ed. The concept of ummah, the community 
of the faithful, is like a mother’s children. It 
is what sets the standard in the law of rela-
tions and brotherhood between Muslims. 
The Prophet (pbuh) made his companions 
and his ummah share the same table, same 
food, same struggle as well as the same 
joys and sorrows. He brought neighbors so 
close that they practically shared each oth-
er’s inheritance; he considered believers a 
unified whole like fingers of a hand clasped 
together or like bricks interlaced in a wall. 
Being a community of faith means view-
ing Ahmed from Senegal, Abdullah from 
Malaysia, Sümeyye from Palestine, Hatice 

from Pakistan, Muhammed from Haiti, 
Eshref from Afghanistan, Hussein from 
Aceh and Aziz from Rakhine as members 
of the same people. That is who we are. 
They may live in separate countries, but all 
1.7 billion Muslims are brothers. They are 
children of the same family and the same 
environment. In our civilization, believe 
me, man is not a wolf to another man; be-
lievers provide a safe haven for believers. 
There is a Turkish proverb that says, “One 
thousand friends are too few while one en-
emy is too many.” As Muslims, we do not 
have the right to sacrifice, despise, oppose, 
alienate or exclude even one person. We 
cannot. Every individual in the communi-
ty of faith must be united, be one and act 
as brothers by viewing their differences as 
a source of wealth.

I would like to emphasize one point: it is 
not only Muslims who are being targeted 
today, but also the authentic interpreta-
tions of Islam. We must be very careful in 
this regard. The fault lines in the Muslim 
world are being intentionally manipulat-
ed. Muslims are the representatives of an 
ancient civilization and they are clearly in 
an existentialist struggle for their survival. 

Terrorist organizations are the most 
horrific tool for social engineers who 
desire conflict

I am sad to say that groups like Al-Qaeda in 
the past and Daesh today are exploiting re-
ligion and using it as a cruel weapon. These 
groups are a threat to our future. These peo-
ple have nothing to do with Islam. This is 
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not the Islam we were taught. This philoso-
phy which has at best a superficial connec-
tion to the Qur’an, its spirit, language, the 
Sunnah and religious pronouncements is 
destroying our knowledge and learning as 
well as scholarly heritage. As you may have 
noticed, these groups who do not hesitate 
to commit the most horrific crimes only 
target Muslims. These groups are the most 
useful and violent tools of the political en-
gineers who aim to create conflict within a 
civilization and not between civilizations. 
Together, we must fight against such or-
ganizations that hijack religious sensitivi-
ties of Muslims and are utilized by certain 
circles to demean Muslims and destroy 
their self-confidence. Our greatest weap-
on in this war is our foresight, prudence 
and long-standing civilization and herit-
age. We can bring this difficult period to 
an end only through our brotherhood and 
by maintaining unity in diversity. Scholars 
who meet on platforms such as this sum-
mit and our religious opinion leaders must 
take responsibility, sometimes by taking a 
great risk to themselves, and address this 
problem. Otherwise, we will all suffer the 
consequences. 

Dear Brothers, 

While we meet here today, our brothers in 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine are kill-
ing each other. There may be a refugee child 
on his last breath in his mother’s lap on a jour-
ney of hope in the Mediterranean, the Aegean 
or the Indian Ocean. In Africa, a father may be 
suffering from the shame of not being able to 
bring food to his starving children. 

We must all recognize the fact that the inter-
national system cannot solve our problems 
and, in fact, is not trying to. As of the end 
of 2014, we have donated 4.5 billion dollars 
in cash to the poor and oppressed around 
the world. We rank third in the world after 
the United States and the UK in this regard. 
This has been and will always be our policy. 
We spent 8 billion dollars on the 2.5 million 
refugee brothers from Syria and Iraq. 

The system whose foundations were laid af-
ter World War I and which was reinforced 
after World War II cannot protect the op-
pressed from their oppressors. Unfortu-
nately, the destiny of the whole world rests 
on the word of the five permanent members 
of the United Nations Security Council. 
What kind of justice is that? There are 196 
countries at the United Nations. The fate of 
these countries should not depend on what 
five permanent members say. That is why 
we say that “The world is bigger than 5”. Of 
course, this is why they do not like us. Their 
attitude is “How can you say the world is big-
ger than 5?” The current arrangement must 
change and we are fighting for this change. 
The interests of five countries have hijacked 
the future of millions of people like those in 
Syria, Libya and Iraq. We are Muslims. We 
cannot remain silent in the face of injustice. 
We must make our voice heard, state our 
demands for rights and justice and expose 
injustice. 

You must rescue young people from the 
throes of blind ideology and guide them 
towards the light of knowledge and 
learning
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The heartfelt appeals by Turkey globally 
and regionally are as much a call to mercy 
as to justice and rights. The main target au-
dience for our appeals is the Muslim world. 
Whoever ignores the bloodshed, suffering 
and the destruction of homes turns his 
back on the ancient law of brotherhood. 
Those who simply watch as blood is shed, 
pat tyrants on the back as they shed blood 
are unequivocally trampling the honor 
of the most sacred and holy of all created 
things, human beings. 

We do not discriminate between or dis-
tance ourselves from any ethnic group, 
religion or sect in Iraq, Syria, Palestine or 
in any other region. There are people from 
every religion, ethnicity and sect among 
the 2.5 million Syrians and Iraqis to whom 
we have extended a helping hand in our 
country. We do not and will not treat any 
of them differently. 

I would like to say this once again very 
clearly. We stand up for and support our 
Syrian brothers fighting their War of Inde-
pendence, our Egyptian brothers fighting 
for democracy, our Palestinian brothers 
who guard the glory of all Muslims by de-
fending the honor, sanctity and inviolabil-
ity of Masjid Al-Aqsa, our brothers in Ra-
khine struggling honorably to survive and 
our Afghan, Yemeni and Libyan brothers 
who want peace, order and stability.

The pain of the death of our Rohingya and 
Bengali brothers stranded in the Andaman 
Sea last summer is the same as the pain 
we felt for baby Aylan who drowned in the 

Aegean Sea. Our Presidency of Religious 
Affairs, the Red Crescent, the Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presidency 
(AFAD) and civil society organizations are 
working hard to tend to the wounds of our 
Muslim brothers across the world. God 
willing, we will continue to extend a help-
ing hand to all victims and sufferers with 
the same earnestness and sincerity. 

Dear Brothers, 

It is important to understand what is going 
on correctly, but it is just as important to 
do the right thing about it. Religious lead-
ers bear a huge responsibility along with 
statesmen and scholars for developing a 
new approach with respect to the current 
state of affairs and for finding solutions 
to these problems. In addition to our good 
faith and worship, it is the guidance from 
opinion leaders, scholars and intellectuals 
like yourself that will keep our societies on 
the path of righteousness. 

It is true that the Muslim community, with 
an average age of 23, is the youngest com-
munity amongst world religions. We must 
all work together to ensure that the young 
people who represent our future learn Is-
lam correctly and do not lose their iden-
tity. You are the ones who will restore the 
troubled memory of the believers, heal 
their wounded conscience and guide fu-
ture Muslim generations. You are the ones 
who must rescue young people from the 
throes of the blind ideology of the radical 
groups they follow and guide them to the 
light of knowledge and learning. Scholars 
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like yourself are the ones who know and 
can explain the authentic understanding 
of Islam and pass it on to the future. You 
are the successors of the prophets who de-
voted their lives to learning. Our religion 
is sacred, no matter what the appearance 
or circumstances surrounding the Islamic 
world and Muslims may be today. Ours is a 
religion of peace that makes it possible for 
people to live at peace with themselves and 
their surroundings. Islam means peace. 

Today, there are people in our streets and 
country whose sole aim is to terrorize in 
the name of so-called peace. Peace belongs 
to true believers, to Muslims. Our religion 
is, in essence, a call to peace. 

Allah says in Surah Al-Asr. “Indeed, man-
kind is lost. Except for those who have 
believed and done righteous deeds and 
advised each other to truth and patience.” 
Yes, we will advise people to truth and pa-
tience. We will continue to speak the truth. 

May Allah keep us from straying from the 
sacred path of our beloved Prophet Mo-
hammed Mustafa (pbuh). May Allah make 
our brotherhood everlasting and our affec-
tion eternal. 

As I conclude my remarks with these 
thoughts, I pray to Allah that this summit 
will be a fresh start for Turkey and Asia-Pa-
cific Muslims as well as for Muslims all 
over the world. Please convey our messag-
es of friendship and brotherhood to your 
countries and your peoples as well as our 
greetings of peace. I would like to once 

again thank you and our Presidency of Re-
ligious Affairs.
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Distinguished President, Honorable Prime 
Minister, Dear Cypriot Brothers: 

I salute you with heartfelt respect and af-
fection. 

I am very happy to be here with you at the 
opening of this pipeline project called the 
“Project of the Century” that will bring 
life-giving water from Turkey to the Turk-
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 

May This Water Flowing From 
Anatolia Help Flourish Not 
Only The Soil But Also The 

Hope For Peace 

Opening Ceremony for the Geçitköy Dam Providing Water from
Turkey to TRNC | Lefkoşa | TRNC | October 17, 2015 
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At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to salute the memory of the Turkish 
soldiers and fighters who died for the sur-
vival of the Cypriot Turks, law and freedom 
on these lands and pray to Allah for a long 
and healthy life for our veterans. 

The foundations of this project were laid 
when I was prime minister on March 7, 
2011 together with Mr. Derviş. Our aim 
was to complete this project at the earliest 
possible date. I closely followed every stage 
of this project as prime minister and pres-
ident and took a keen interest in the prob-
lems encountered. Praise Allah, we feel the 
well-deserved pride and joy of keeping our 
promise today. 

I hope that this important project, which 
cost 1.6 billion dollars including the treat-
ment plant and distribution pipes, will 
benefit our countries and the region. I 
would like to thank everyone who made 
this important project a reality, including 
my colleague and dear friend in our com-
mon cause, the Minister of Forestry and 
Water Affairs Veysel Eroğlu and his entire 
team, the architects, engineers and work-
ers who completed this project as well as 
the subcontracting company Kalyon Con-
struction. 

Dear Brothers,

Today is not only about the inauguration 
of a dam. This is a dream come true; this 
project meets a need that has been present 
for decades. Many governments and politi-
cal leaders in Turkey dreamed of bringing 
water from the Turkish homeland to give 
life to the fertile soil in Northern Cyprus. 

Mr. Akıncı’s statement about the green is-
land becoming a yellow island is so true. 
However, we are fortunate enough to see 
that situation reversed now. 

The economic and political situation in 
Turkey and the conditions on the island 
prevented this dream from becoming a 
reality. Turkey was unfortunately so busy 
with its own problems for a time that it was 
unable to take care of its friends, brothers 
and related communities. We wanted our 
Cypriot brothers to benefit from the invest-
ments that Turkey has made since 2002 
both at home and abroad. The first step 
was taken with the agreement signed in 
2010 between our governments and the 
ground-breaking ceremony took place in 
Anamur in March 2011. Today, we put this 
project into use for the benefit of our Cyp-
riot brothers just like we planned. 

We were in Anamur earlier where there 
was a ceremony with the participation of 
the four of us; our Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoğlu, the president and the honora-
ble prime minister. Now, we are here with 
you because we wanted to share this ex-
citement here as well. 

This beautiful Mediterranean island is 
receiving the water of life

Brothers,

This project is an investment to be proud of. 
We just took a helicopter tour over the dam 
and saw the passion and excitement for 
the project. As we say, actions speak louder 
than words, and a person’s intelligence is 
measured by his mastery in his work. We 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

291

have a proverb: “A donkey leaves a saddle 
behind when he dies; a man, his achieve-
ments.” So, the real question is whether we 
will be remembered for our words or our 
deeds. Well, I believe that this project is a 
good way to answer this question. 

If Turkey works with resolve and determi-
nation, there is no goal it cannot achieve, 
no project it cannot complete. When we 
laid the foundations for the Marmaray pro-
ject, a 150-year-old idea, everyone said we 
were dreamers. Does the Marmaray met-
ro run underneath the Bosphorus today? 
It does. Now, the Eurasia Tunnel is being 
built. It will be completed next year and to-
day, we bring water from Manavgat to our 
Cypriot brothers. 

Brothers,

Faith is such a powerful thing; it can make 
a billy goat give milk. You just have to have 
faith. This project bears witness to deeds, 
not words. This beautiful Mediterranean 
island is getting the water of life from Ana-
tolia. Water from the Alaköprü Dam, which 
we also inaugurated today, will flow through 
107 kilometers of pipeline – with 24 kilome-
ters in Turkey, 80 kilometers under the sea 
and 3 kilometers in Northern Cyprus – to 
provide 75 million cubic meters of water. 
God willing, this project will meet the need 
for drinking and potable water for the next 
50 years for our brothers in Cyprus. 

If those who live in the South want to take 
advantage of this water as well, we will 
provide them water, calling it Peace Wa-
ter, because we place people above all else. 
We are not after creating benefit only for 

ourselves but for human beings in general. 
That is who we are. 

There will also be an agricultural return 
from the irrigation water that will be pro-
vided and we hope that this will revive 
farming in Cyprus. In this way, the Turk-
ish Republic of Northern Cyprus will forge 
ahead towards becoming a popular desti-
nation for the entire region. 

The Turkish Cypriots always supported a 
fair and lasting peace on the island

I would like to repeat in your presence 
that we, the Turkish homeland, will al-
ways maintain our eternal brotherhood 
and spirit of solidarity with our brothers 
in Cyprus. We continue to work hard to en-
sure that our Cypriot brothers attain their 
well-deserved place in the world by aiming 
to compensate the injustice they face. We 
had a conversation with President Obama 
this week in which we discussed Cyprus. 
Recently, I was in Brussels, in Europe, and I 
talked about Cyprus with the leaders there 
as well. Our goal is to make things right in 
Cyprus, and we will sooner or later reach 
our goal thanks to your efforts here at the 
negotiating table and our efforts with the 
international community. As the guaran-
tor country and the motherland, we have 
been closely following the negotiations 
that recently gained momentum. 

As Turkey, we sincerely wish to see this 
problem that has been on the agenda of 
the international community and the Unit-
ed Nations for more than half a century re-
solved. We said that we would be one step 
ahead in our efforts and we did that. We 
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acted sincerely and in good faith. No one 
can ignore the fact that the Turkish Cypri-
ots always wanted a fair and lasting peace 
on the island. Today, we advocate a compre-
hensive settlement of the Cyprus problem 
in a way that guarantees the political equal-
ity and legitimate rights of the Turkish side. 
We have a broader view with respect to the 
Cyprus problem because reaching a fair and 
lasting solution in Cyprus will have a posi-
tive impact not only on the parties in the is-
land, but also in a broader region including 
the Eastern Mediterranean. A solution in 
Cyprus will help turn the Eastern Mediter-
ranean into an area of peace, stability and 
cooperation. This will benefit both parties 
in Cyprus and will be in the interest of the 
international community and world peace. 
Furthermore, the true potential of the is-
land will be unleashed and many heretofore 
untapped opportunities will be developed. 

I would like to use this occasion to call on the 
Greek Cypriots. It is my hope that as part of 
a fair and lasting solution, all of Cyprus will 
benefit from this water, which is enough to 
supply the entire island. May this water from 
Anatolia help flourish not only the soil but 
also the hope for peace. May the waters of 
Anatolia help mutual coexistence flourish, 
take hold and bear fruit in hearts and minds. 

We will continue to provide TRNC with 
all kinds of support

Dear Brothers,

Rest assured that we will continue to work 
towards a solution in the negotiations. In 
the meantime, we will also continue to pro-
vide all kinds of support so that our Turk-
ish Cypriot brothers can move towards a 

more prosperous future regardless of the 
progress in the negotiations. Our primary 
goal should be the prosperity of the Turk-
ish Cypriots and the success of the Cypriot 
economy so that it can stand on its own for 
further development. I believe that we can 
make the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus economically more robust, pros-
perous and competitive by acting together. 

In fact, this has been our policy for some 
time, and significant improvements were 
achieved through the firm implementation 
of this policy. We are delighted to see that 
our work is paying off; the economy is grow-
ing stronger and prosperity is on the rise. 
The most important guarantee of the future 
for the Turkish Cypriots is a robust, sustain-
able, productive and competitive economy 
whether a solution is reached or not. 

We must never forget that the Turkish Cyp-
riots have made it this far by embracing 
their national values in unity and solidarity. 
As long as we maintain our unity, spirit of 
solidarity and faith in this noble national 
cause, there is no obstacle that we cannot 
overcome. Brothers, the final thing I ask of 
you is let us be one, let us be strong, let us be 
active and let us be brothers. Do not forget: 
we must march towards the future with the 
philosophy of a single people, single flag, 
single homeland and single state. 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who contributed to carrying out this pro-
ject. I hope that the water of peace brings 
blessings and good fortune to the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus. I salute all of 
you with respect and affection.
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Esteemed Ministers, Dear Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen:

I salute you with respect. Welcome to Tur-
key and Ankara. 

I hope that the 12th Session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the United Nations 

Convention to Combat Desertification will 
benefit the world and mankind. 

Ankara is hosting a large-scale internation-
al environmental conference like this for 
the first time. It is a great pleasure to host 
you in our capital city on the occasion of 
this important conference. 

When Global Conscience 
Deserts Us, We Deserve 

Desertification

12th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention to 
Combat Desertification | Ankara | October 20, 2015 
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The 12th Session of the Conference of the 
Parties takes place at an important time in 
the sustainable development agenda. We 
are holding this conference shortly after 
the adoption of the sustainable develop-
ment goals in New York in September and 
just before the 21st Session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties of the UN Framework 
for Climate Change (UNFCCC) that will be 
held in December in Paris. I would like to 
thank the Ministry of Forestry and Wa-
ter Affairs, the minister and his team for 
organizing this important conference as 
well as the institutions that contributed to 
the event. I would like to thank the distin-
guished national and international guests 
and friends for their contributions in ad-
vance. 

Esteemed Guests, 

Global warming, climate change, deserti-
fication and drought are among the most 
important issues in the world today. Deser-
tification, land degradation and drought 
are global issues because they affect over 4 
billion hectares of land and directly threat-
en approximately 1.2 billion people in over 
110 countries. No one in the world is im-
mune to the impact of these problems. 

In addition to the environment, these is-
sues have a significant impact on the econ-
omy, security, development and social life. 
Desertification is one of the primary fac-
tors, second only to war and conflict, forc-
ing people to leave their homeland.

1 billion people are undernourished 
globally due to desertification

We lose more than 100 million hectares of 
agricultural land and destroy 5.2 million 
hectares of forest land every year. As a re-
sult, about 1 billion people are undernour-
ished. Global food production is expected 
to decrease by 12% until 2035 due to mis-
use of agricultural land. 

Those who are most affected by these neg-
ative circumstances are primarily the less 
developed and developing countries. Poor 
countries, particularly those in Africa, 
South America and South Asia, are paying 
the price for the destruction caused by the 
industrialized countries. Less developed 
countries are bearing the brunt of a prob-
lem for which they have almost no respon-
sibility. We must all recognize that this 
injustice cannot stand much longer. We 
cannot resolve this problem with palliative 
measures and policies to save the day or by 
means of policies that aim to protect the in-
terests of certain countries only. 

We need to accept these facts in order to re-
verse this unfavorable situation and find a 
well-grounded solution to this problem. The 
main cause of this global problem affecting 
us all today is our alienation from ourselves, 
the environment and long-established val-
ues. Mankind has drifted away from sacred 
things and metaphysics and is estranged 
from himself and his environment. Con-
fused about his place in the world, man has 
also grown indifferent to the other creatures 
he shares the world with. 

Nature, air, water, sea, environment, ani-
mals, soil...These are all viewed as elements 
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that need to be dominated, not as elements 
with which mankind must co-exist. We wit-
ness the negative impact of this alienation 
in human relations as well as in man’s rela-
tionship with nature and the environment. 
Colonialism and the slave trade which 
started in the 16th century and reached its 
peak in the 18th and 19th centuries are a 
product of this flawed mentality. 

This perspective which “otherizes” every-
one and does not value the “other” has 
unfortunately been the trademark of the 
last three centuries. The delicate balance 
between mankind and nature was broken 
in such a dangerous way during the indus-
trial revolution in the West that people 
felt that they must take action against this 
terrifying situation. Likewise, the atomic 
bomb used for the first time in World War 
II caused destruction that extended be-
yond the site and time of its deployment. 

Esteemed Guests, 

Nature does not consist solely of trees, 
plants, air, water and natural resources. Na-
ture is about the existence of human beings 
and societies. Production, development and 
technology have no importance in a world 
where mankind is in danger of extinction. 
Growth policies that destroy the environ-
ment constitute no future for mankind. 

Environmentalist movements detached 
from social values are doomed to fail

I would like to state that an environmental-
ist approach that is detached from society 

and does not dovetail with the country’s 
history and national values cannot suc-
ceed in preventing this dangerous course 
of events. We should revisit environmental 
issues in the context of the relationship be-
tween man and nature as well as within the 
context of our spiritual world. We believe 
that solutions to environmental problems 
should be developed in this context both in 
our country and around the world.

We must understand that we do not inher-
it the soil we live on from our ancestors; we 
borrow it from our children. We must be 
able to pass this heritage down to our chil-
dren in the future. We should think about 
the future, not just today; we should think 
about our children and further genera-
tions, not just ourselves. 

Therefore, we formulate our environmen-
tal policy in accordance with world stand-
ards. For instance, we ratified the Kyoto 
Protocol during my term as prime minis-
ter in 2009 while many developed coun-
tries abstained from ratifying it. Likewise, 
we opened the chapter on the environment 
at the very beginning of our accession pro-
cess with the European Union while a ma-
jority of countries leave it to the last. In par-
allel with these developments, we included 
crimes against the environment within the 
scope of the Turkish Criminal Code and 
prioritized renewable energy activities. 

On the other hand, those who appreciate 
countries and people only for the value of 
their underground resources are causing 
great suffering to mankind. The interna-
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tional community is unfortunately failing 
as crimes are committed against humanity 
and nature around the world. The world 
simply sat back and watched as 66,000 
civilians were killed and the common 
physical and spiritual legacy and history 
of mankind were destroyed in Syria right 
across our border. Twelve million people 
have been displaced in Syria; 5 million of 
them took shelter abroad with approxi-
mately half of them in Turkey and the rest 
in countries such as Lebanon and Jordan 
while the international community ig-
nored what was happening. 

Currently there are 2.5 million refugees in 
our country; 2.2 million are Syrians and 
300,000 are Iraqis. So far, we spent 8 billion 
dollars for them and received 417 million 
dollars of financial aid from other countries. 

The right to life, democracy and freedoms 
which are considered fundamental for the 
citizens of Western countries are consid-
ered a luxury for the Syrian people. Simi-
larly, the world puts its head in the sand as 
the rights of those who demand their dem-
ocratic rights in Egypt and those who are 
trying to save their dignity in Palestine are 
trampled. What about democracy? What 
about rights and freedoms? Is democracy 
only for powerful countries? Are less de-
veloped or developing countries and the 
peoples of those countries not entitled to 
democracy, rights and freedoms? When 
we make these arguments, some people get 
uncomfortable, but we will continue to tell 
the truth everywhere regardless of wheth-
er or not it makes them uncomfortable. 

Global security cannot be achieved 
without appreciating the value of people

The past century was a time when humani-
ty was sacrificed and justice set aside in or-
der to acquire natural resources. We must 
all realize that this cruel order cannot 
continue in the 21st century. An approach 
which does not value people as human be-
ings cannot possibly result in global secu-
rity and peace. When global conscience de-
serts us, we get desertification. Therefore, 
we must first enrich our conscience with 
justice, respect for others, peace and mer-
cy so that we can save the soil. This is the 
approach we take on the environment and 
desertification. 

Esteemed Guests, 

Muhammad (pbuh), the Prophet of Islam, 
said, “Even if the end of time is upon you 
and you have a seedling in your hand, 
plant it,” thus leaving an important legacy 
to his ummah and all mankind. This is the 
mentality that has prompted us to take im-
portant steps in the fight against desertifi-
cation and the efforts for reforestation. 

Turkey is leading the world in the fight 
against erosion and is one of the few coun-
tries that has expanded its forest lands. We 
carried out reforestation and rehabilita-
tion activities on approximately 4 million 
hectares, i.e. 40 million decares, of land 
over the last 12 years. We planted 3.25 
billion trees since 2002. Our forest areas 
now cover 21.7 million hectares. We add-
ed 900,000 hectares, i.e. 9 million decares, 
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of new forest in our country. We aim to ex-
pand our forest areas to cover 30 percent 
of the country’s total area by 2023. 

While the amount of soil erosion was 500 
million tons in the 1970s, this figure de-
creased to 168 million tons at the end of 
2014 as a result of our activities. I would 
like to emphasize that the total area re-
forested over the last four years is equal 
almost to the size of Belgium. Our Minis-
try of Forestry and Water Affairs invested 
approximately 93 billion Turkish lira in 
energy, irrigation, potable water and flood 
control from 2003 until the end of 2014. 

We completed and commissioned 2,559 
facilities for our glorious nation over the 
last 13 years. These facilities include 279 
dams, 18 of which are large hydropower 
plants, and 259 lakes. 

Global climate change is causing a fluctua-
tion in the amount and intensity of precip-
itation which, in turn, causes erosion. We 
are working towards finding a solution to 
the flooding that has occurred frequently 
in our country in recent years. We are re-
habilitating stream beds; we built a total of 
1,515 flood control facilities in 12 years. 

Turkey achieved an average annual eco-
nomic growth of 5% over the last 10 years; 
it also made progress in becoming a cli-
mate friendly country by decreasing car-
bon emissions by 6 percent in the same pe-
riod. We achieved significant progress in 
waste management, use of climate-friend-
ly technology and energy resources, and 

in improving the quality of air, water and 
soil throughout Turkey. We are working to-
wards making a rapid transition to renew-
able sources in the field of energy. 

We also started major urban transforma-
tion projects throughout the country. We 
plan to achieve energy savings of approx-
imately 40 percent by renewing our build-
ing stock. We are gradually implementing 
projects to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions in transportation. 

One of the projects setting an example for 
the rest of the world is Marmaray which 
connects two continents, Asia and Europe, 
by rail under the Bosphorus. We also pri-
oritize green port and green airport pro-
jects and aim to increase the use of public 
transport in cities by building new rail sys-
tems. The new airport currently being built 
for Istanbul is designed to be completely 
eco-friendly. We will implement these pro-
jects without interruption. This eco-friend-
ly airport will have an annual capacity of 
150 million passengers. 

We should not begrudge each other 
information and resources

Esteemed Guests, 

We are at a crossroads and we must act 
with vigilance to leave future generations 
a livable world. We all have important re-
sponsibilities in this regard. It is impera-
tive for all countries of the world to act in 
solidarity and help each other. We should 
not begrudge each other any informa-
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tion. We should not begrudge each other 
resources. I believe sharing resources is 
our humanitarian and conscientious duty. 
The 21st Session of the Conference of the 
Parties in Paris should serve to establish a 
fair, inclusive, flexible and binding system 
so that we can take concrete steps. This re-
quires sincere arrangements related to the 
transfer and funding of green technology. 

We have exerted great effort to draw atten-
tion to these issues in the world during our 
G20 presidency since December 1, 2014. 
We prioritize inclusiveness, implemen-
tation and investments for growth. We 
attach special importance to financing of 
energy and climate change to achieve sus-
tainable growth. An inventory of currently 
available funds to combat climate change 
was prepared during our presidency, and 
climate change will be one of the items on 
the G20 agenda. 

In addition, instruments were developed 
to allow developing countries, small island 
states and African countries greater access 
to financial opportunities to facilitate their 
adaptation to climate change. Our goal is 
to fight against poverty and ensure sus-
tainable development, particularly in the 
least developed countries, while increas-
ing prosperity all over the world. 

In this context, I hope that the Ankara Con-
ference of the Parties will be a constructive 
and tangible contribution to the Confer-
ence of the Parties that will be held in Par-
is. I believe that this conference will accel-
erate efforts to reduce poverty in the least 

developed countries and contribute to 
food security. God willing, we will achieve 
our goals. 

As I end my remarks with these thoughts, 
I hope that the Ankara Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification is a resounding 
success. I thank everyone who contributed 
to the conference and extend my respects 
to you all.
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Distinguished Members of the Press:

I greet you with respect.

I would like to welcome you to this press 
conference held for the purpose of sharing 
the outcomes of the G20 Antalya Leaders 
Summit with you.

The two-day summit held yesterday and to-
day marks the end of our successful presi-
dency of the G20 which we took over from 
Australia on December 1, 2014. I believe 
that the Final Declaration of the Antalya 
Summit is an important document that 
will shape the future work of the G20. We 
are handing over the G20 presidency to the 
People’s Republic of China for 2016.

G20 Countries Took Strong 
Stance On Fight Against 

Terrorism

Press Conference Following the G20 Antalya Leaders Summit
Antalya | November 15, 2015 
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As world leaders, we are profoundly sad-
dened by the terrorist attacks that oc-
curred in Paris on Friday night prior to our 
summit. I would like to take this opportu-
nity to once again condemn the terrorist 
attacks in Paris; we share the sorrow of our 
French friends. At the first session yester-
day, the G20 leaders observed one minute 
of silence to commemorate those who lost 
their lives in terrorist attacks in many plac-
es, from Beirut to Baghdad and Ankara to 
Paris.

One of the most notable outcomes of the 
2015 Antalya Summit is the strong stance 
that the G20 countries, representing a great-
er part of the world’s economy and popula-
tion, took on the fight against terrorism.

The G20 does not have the luxury to ignore 
issues that directly affect global stability

Distinguished Members of the Press,

I have been attending G20 summits since 
2008. I have always emphasized that we 
cannot speak of a robust global economy 
unless we ensure global peace and stability. 
Therefore, the G20 does not have the lux-
ury to ignore the issues directly affecting 
global stability. That is why we discussed 
terrorism and the refugee crisis during the 
summit in addition to financial issues.

Turkey knows all about terrorism and has 
been facing its grave consequences since the 
1970s. We told our friends that we are ready 
to do our part to support the international 
collaboration in the fight against terrorism.

It is imperative that we act sincerely in 
terms of international collaboration and 
solidarity in this fight. The statement on 
the fight against terrorism that the G20 
leaders agreed on is significant in the sense 
that it demonstrates our determination.

Terrorism has no faith, nationality, race or 
country. Associating terrorism with any re-
ligion is extremely wrong, and such an at-
titude is the greatest insult and disrespect 
to the members of that religion.

The right to life is sacred in all religions. 
Inspired by our history, we express this 
understanding with the words “Let man 
flourish so that the state shall flourish”. We 
should decisively fight against this threat 
without making any distinction between 
terrorist organizations. We think any coun-
try that makes a distinction between these 
organizations is making a serious mistake 
in the fight against terrorism.

We will continue to fight against the ter-
rorist organizations Daesh, Al Qaeda, Boko 
Haram, PKK, PYD, YPG and DHKP-C with 
the same determination. Decisive and con-
crete steps should be taken in the interna-
tional arena to ensure effective collabora-
tion against terrorist organizations.

We noted that the G20 leaders are in agree-
ment to fight against terrorist organiza-
tions without making any distinction. As 
Muslim leaders in the G20, we specifically 
focused on our common responsibilities 
against the violence and atrocities of the 
Daesh terrorist organization which has 
nothing to do with Islam.
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The international community should act 
in solidarity on Syria

Distinguished Members of the Press,

We all are affected by the conflicts and in-
stabilities occurring in our region and var-
ious parts of the world. There are countries 
around us that are no longer governable. 
Syria is a clear case in point. As a neighbor-
ing country with close ties to its people, we 
have been closely affected by the tragedy 
in Syria from the very beginning. Today, 
Turkey is hosting 2.5 million refugees, 
with 2.2 million from Syria and 300,000 
from Iraq. We opened our doors to all of 
these victims without discriminating on 
the basis of their faith or ethnic origin. For 
us, this is first and foremost a humanitari-
an duty.

However, the problem we are facing now 
is unprecedented and has already grown 
too large for any country to overcome by 
itself. The problem is getting deeper as the 
hopes for the people who left their homes 
and countries to return are fading every 
day. Unless we settle on a solution for Syria 
that is acceptable to everyone living in the 
country, we will not be able to overcome 
regional problems in general and immigra-
tion and terrorism in particular. The inter-
national community must act with effec-
tive collaboration and solidarity and share 
the burden.

We regard the progress achieved in the 
Vienna talks which ended on Saturday as 
a promising step towards the solution of 

the problem. The discussions held in Vien-
na will be detailed in the days ahead. The 
main objectives of this process are to main-
tain Syria’s territorial integrity, eliminate 
terrorism and establish a pluralistic, dem-
ocratic and legitimate political structure in 
the country.

Assad is killing his own people and cannot 
have a place in Syria’s future. He lost his 
chance a long time ago. We should remem-
ber that Syrian refugees are escaping from 
Daesh and the state terrorism practiced by 
Assad’s regime.

As the G20 leaders, we declared that we 
will try harder to help the refugees who 
are more than the total population of some 
European countries. We regard linking 
terrorist acts with refugees as an effort to 
evade humanitarian responsibilities. We 
must work together to fight terrorism and 
find a solution to the refugee crisis. We 
should not confuse the refugee crisis with 
terrorism.

We should act in solidarity in the fight 
against this humanitarian crisis. I believe 
that as the G20, we should set an example 
for the rest of the world in this regard. The 
steps to be taken in Syria in the context of 
security should be implemented as soon 
as possible. If we can achieve that, we will 
have contributed to the hope for a better 
future for mankind. For us, this goal is as 
important as the goal of “robust, sustaina-
ble and balanced growth.” We can achieve 
this together.
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Our G20 priorities are inclusiveness, 
implementation and investments 

Distinguished Members of the Press:

We had a really busy global agenda in 
2015. Most of the problems we face neces-
sitate collaboration on a global scale. In 
this respect, the G20 platform offers an im-
portant opportunity not only for the mem-
ber countries but also for the whole world.

We tried to highlight and strengthen this 
aspect of the G20 during our presidency. 
As the presidency, we defined our prior-
ities under three fundamental concepts. 
These are “inclusiveness,” “implementa-
tion” and “investments.”

As the G20, our objective is to ensure ro-
bust, sustainable and balanced growth. 
As of this year, we added inclusiveness to 
this list. Inclusiveness is important to cre-
ate quality employment opportunities for 
more people, raise living standards, elim-
inate inequalities and spread prosperity. 
During the presentation made today, the 
president of China stated that he intended 
to maintain this approach at the summit 
they will hold.

Our goal in highlighting this principle was 
to ensure that all segments of society, es-
pecially women and the youth, receive a 
larger share of the prosperity generated 
by economic growth. High unemployment 
rates among the youth pose a serious prob-
lem for many G20 countries. For the first 
time, we agreed on a quantitative target re-

garding this problem, which has been on 
our agenda for a long time. As a result, we 
agreed on reducing unemployment among 
the youth who have a greater risk of being 
excluded from the employment market by 
15 percent until 2025.

Last year, we set a target to reduce the gap 
in labor force participation rates between 
women and men by 25 percent until 2025. 
We took some steps during our presiden-
cy to that end. One of the most important 
steps in this respect was the addition of 
Women20 as the sixth engagement group 
to the five engagement groups of the G20.

As G20 leaders, we acknowledged this year 
for the first time that increasing inequali-
ties in many countries negatively affect 
economic growth as well as social stability. 
We reached a consensus on political prior-
ities to be implemented for the purpose of 
eliminating inequalities.

As you know, global growth is below ex-
pectations this year. While developed 
countries have had relative recovery, de-
veloping countries are showing signs of a 
slowdown. The G20 leaders analyzed the 
current state of the global economy and 
discussed the measures that can be taken.

We agree that growth strategies should 
be implemented effectively 

Distinguished Members of the Press,

We concentrated on five of the main chal-
lenges facing the global economy. The first 
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one is the fall in commodity prices, espe-
cially the price of oil. Although this has 
some positive impact with regard to the 
global economy in general, the impact var-
ies from country to country. The second is 
the slowdown in capital flows to develop-
ing countries. The third is the slowdown in 
global trade, which poses a serious obsta-
cle to growth. The fourth is fluctuations in 
financial markets caused by sharp move-
ments in exchange rates. And the fifth is 
ongoing geopolitical risks.

We discussed these five items at length. 
We also focused on the effects that a rise 
in interest rates in the United States would 
have on the global economy. We empha-
sized that the possible repercussions of 
this rate hike on developing countries and 
the impact on financial markets should be 
followed carefully.

The leaders also emphasized the necessi-
ty of supporting structural reforms with 
macroeconomic policies. In this context, 
we talked about the importance of central 
banks in developed countries continuing 
to support the economy. Likewise, we not-
ed that countries must ensure that their 
policies regarding public finances support 
growth and employment without under-
mining long-term stability.

Esteemed Members of the Press,

We agreed at the summit that growth 
strategies should be implemented effec-
tively. As the G20 president, we say that 
it is time to stop talking and start taking 
action. With this understanding in mind, 

we created a comprehensive and powerful 
monitoring mechanism to ensure that the 
commitments are fulfilled. Thus, we will be 
able to effectively monitor the fulfillment 
of our commitments under these growth 
strategies to achieve additional growth of 
2.1% by 2018.

We have already fulfilled almost half of the 
commitments. It is estimated that the pro-
gress made will contribute by 0.8% to the 
total output of the G20. The Antalya Action 
Plan that we adopted as leaders includes 
updated growth strategies, implementa-
tion schedules and the accountability as-
sessment report which was prepared for 
the first time this year.

We agreed on stimulating investments

Distinguished Members of the Press,

One of the important challenges we have 
been facing in recent years is the slow-
down in investments. At the summit, I was 
glad to see that we agreed on the need to 
stimulate investments so that we can at-
tain our growth target. In this context, the 
G20 countries prepared concrete and com-
prehensive investment strategies. These 
strategies focus on:

- improving the investment environment

- fostering efficient infrastructure invest-
ments and SMEs

- supporting long-term financing opportu-
nities for infrastructure investments.
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It is estimated that implementation of 
these investment strategies will increase 
the total amount of global investments by 
about 4.4 trillion dollars by the end of 2018. 
We know that it is not possible to meet the 
need for infrastructure investments with 
public funding alone. Therefore, it is essen-
tial that an effective cooperation be estab-
lished between the public and the private 
sector.

We should combine the dynamism of the 
private sector with the social conscience of 
the public sector to foster effective coopera-
tion. Turkey and some of the G20 members 
have significant experience in implement-
ing Public-Private Partnership models. At 
the summit, we decided to maintain our 
efforts to make Public-Private Partnership 
models more effective by leveraging this ex-
perience.

We believe that Islamic Finance should 
also be considered among alternative fi-
nancing instruments. Currently, SMEs 
are disadvantaged in terms of access to 
financing and integration into the global 
trade system when compared to large com-
panies. Therefore, we think that it is nec-
essary to make improvements to facilitate 
the access of SMEs to financing.

Distinguished Members of the Press,

The most important task undertaken by 
the G20 after the global crisis of 2008 was 
to increase the resilience of global finan-
cial markets. We made significant progress 
in this regard. We established a solid regu-

latory framework to prevent banking and 
insurance companies, the most important 
actors of our financial systems, from caus-
ing a crisis. We will maintain our efforts to 
ensure that the reforms we made in this 
area are implemented in a thorough and 
decisive manner in the future.

During our presidency, we completed the 
Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) 
Project which was carried out by the G20 
in cooperation with the OECD. This is a 
significant achievement for the G20 and 
world economies. The leaders agreed on 
the importance of having a large group of 
countries participate in the BEPS in line 
with the emphasis laid on inclusiveness 
under our G20 presidency.

The G20 is not a club for the rich

The G20 is not a club for the rich. We rep-
resent not only the countries that have 
achieved a certain level of prosperity but 
also the countries that engage in ongoing 
efforts for development. As the represent-
atives of leading advanced and emerging 
economies of the world, we understand 
the situation of low income and develop-
ing countries. Hence, we must do some-
thing in this regard.

Therefore, we agreed to restructure the 
G20’s development agenda to support the 
“2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment”. I would like to underline that as a 
country whose culture and civilization is 
based on justice, we will continue to persis-
tently defend the principle of inclusiveness.
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Distinguished Members of the Press,

This year, we concentrated on the follow-
ing items on our agenda:

- Food security,

- The role of the private sector in develop-
ment and

- Remittance transfers as an important 
source of revenue for many developing 
countries. We put reducing food loss and 
waste, which is a global problem, on the 
G20 agenda for the first time. As leaders, 
we issued a call to strengthen the role of 
the private sector in development.

The contributions made by our presiden-
cy were not limited to these issues. We put 
the issue of improving access to energy, 
especially in Africa, on the agenda of the 
G20 Energy Ministers Meeting which was 
held for the first time this year. We aimed 
to create a synergy on this matter by bring-
ing the G20 energy ministers, their African 
counterparts and relevant international 
organizations together.

The leaders also had lengthy discussions 
on climate change, an important element 
of sustainable development. As you know, 
the Paris Conference will be held at the 
end of this month. I will go to Paris to at-
tend the conference at the invitation of 
my friend, President Hollande. This is a 
complex and multidimensional issue that 
we need to take action on immediately. De-
veloping countries should be supported in 

adapting to the impacts of climate change. 
Developed countries bear significant re-
sponsibility in this matter.

Another topic the leaders discussed was 
global trade. We addressed this topic at the 
Antalya Summit.

I hope that the outcomes of the summit 
bring benefits to our countries and the 
whole world. I thank all heads of state and 
government who attended the G20 An-
talya Summit. I also would like to express 
my gratitude to those who contributed to 
the preparations and organization of the 
summit. I hope that the summit to be held 
next year in the People’s Republic of Chi-
na will yield beneficial results. I extend my 
sincere respect to you all. Thank you. 
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Esteemed President of Croatia Grabar Ki-
tarovic, Esteemed Prime Minister of Alba-
nia Edi Rama, Distinguished Ministers, Es-
teemed Participants, Dear Guests:

I salute you with respect. Welcome to Tur-
key and Istanbul.

I would like to start by expressing my 
pleasure for having the opportunity to at-
tend the 7th Energy and Economic Summit 
held by the Atlantic Council in Istanbul to 
be with you.

In my opinion, it is very important that 
this meeting is being held immediately af-

The Policy Of European 
Countries Will Aggravate The 

Problem In Syria

7th Atlantic Council Energy and Economic Summit 
Istanbul | November 19, 2015
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ter the G20 Antalya Summit. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the Atlan-
tic Council, their Istanbul office and every-
one who contributed to the organization of 
this meeting.

The Atlantic Council Energy and Economic 
Summit, which has been held in Istanbul 
since 2010, is an important platform to 
discuss the developments in these areas. I 
believe that the panels on energy and econ-
omy that will be presented throughout the 
summit will broaden our horizons. I also 
believe that platforms such as this one 
contribute significantly to our official rela-
tions with the United States.

Esteemed Guests,

Today, the world is facing historic challeng-
es in many ways. Economic recession, pov-
erty and income inequality are still on our 
agenda. Global problems such as mass mi-
gration movements arising from internal 
conflicts, terrorism and the depletion of 
natural resources are gaining importance. 
We must fight against these problems in a 
swift, effective and decisive manner.

No one has the right or luxury to isolate 
themselves from the ongoing humanitar-
ian crises. Even the most powerful econ-
omies and developed countries may find 
themselves helpless vis-à-vis growing secu-
rity concerns. Situated next to a region be-
sieged with significant security concerns, 
Turkey aims to maintain its stability and 
the pace of its development.

Our fight against terrorism has been going 
on for more than 35 years. The series of 
events on Turkey’s southern borders have 
complex ramifications and the potential 
to cause long-term consequences for the 
world. In fact, we are already facing the 
grave consequences of these problems, es-
pecially in the form of the refugee crisis.

Turkey was left alone in its honorable 
fight against humanitarian crises

Unfortunately, Turkey was left alone in 
its honorable fight against humanitarian 
crises. We have been shouldering the eco-
nomic and social burden of 2.5 million ref-
ugees from Syria and Iraq by ourselves for 
the last five years. We spent 8.5 billion dol-
lars only for the services we offer to Syrian 
refugees in the refugee camps. How many 
people live in these camps? 280,000. The 
rest are dispersed in various cities in our 
country. Do you know how many refugees 
live in Istanbul? About 500,000.

Can you imagine the sociological trauma 
resulting from this situation? Can you im-
agine the psychological trauma? Both the 
refugees and our society suffer from this 
trauma. However, does mankind have the 
luxury to say ‘Well, Turkey can deal with 
this.’? Do states have such a luxury?

We coexist in this world, and we all have to 
contribute to its peace. None of us have the 
luxury to say, ‘Let them take care of them-
selves; it does not matter to us.’ We have 
been fighting against terrorism at home 
for 35 years while opening our doors to the 
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refugees. We could not close our doors to 
people fleeing barrel bombs. Our civil soci-
ety organizations and benevolent citizens 
provide assistance to refugees in Istanbul 
and other cities of our country that cannot 
be measured in monetary terms. On the 
other hand, the international community, 
especially European countries, not only 
turn a blind eye to this issue but also take 
an approach that can aggravate the crisis 
further.

The terrorist attacks in Paris last Friday 
brought us to a new crossroads in terms of 
fighting against terrorism and helping ref-
ugees. We discussed this matter extensive-
ly at the G20 Leaders Summit in Antalya. I 
discussed every detail of this matter dur-
ing my one-on-one meetings with leaders 
as well as during the meetings between 
delegations.

At the end of the summit, we issued the 
customary communique and a separate 
statement on the fight against terrorism. In 
this statement, we condemned the attacks 
in Paris, Ankara, Gaziantep, Beirut and oth-
er places while emphasizing our solidarity 
in the fight against terrorism. We specifi-
cally underlined that terrorism cannot be 
associated with any religion, nationality, 
civilization or ethnic group.

Let me be very clear on this: I am a Muslim; 
the word Islam is derived from the root sa-
lema which means peace in Arabic. A ter-
rorist organization called Daesh dishonors 
Islam, the religion of peace. Where does 
this terrorist organization come from? Al 

Qaeda. On the other hand, there are sever-
al other terrorist organizations such as the 
PKK in my country, PYD in Northern Syria 
and YPG. There is Boko Haram in Africa. 
No matter what religion they belong to, 
we cannot and should not judge any reli-
gion because of evil people who claim to be 
members of that religion. We cannot treat 
other members of that religion as though 
they are the same. Such evil people can be 
Muslim but also Christian or Jewish. 

World peace concerns all countries, not 
just some

I strongly condemn and denounce these 
terrorists who claim to adhere to the reli-
gion of which I am a proud member. We 
talked about terrorism at the G20 Summit 
held in Antalya recently. At the G20 Sum-
mit, we called on Muslim communities all 
over the world, political leaders, scholars 
and even religious officials to take a stand 
against terrorism. We have to do this all to-
gether. If we do not take a stand, terrorism 
that rang our doorbell in Ankara today will 
ring yours tomorrow.

As a matter of fact, the scourge of terror-
ism has arrived on the doorstep in Paris. 
But is it over with Paris? Terrorism will 
not end with Paris. We can never know 
where it might strike next. Therefore, we 
must arrive at an international consensus 
with respect to our position. Ministries of 
foreign and internal affairs as well as our 
intelligence services must work hard to-
gether. World peace concerns all countries, 
not just some.
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Distinguished Guests,

As the leaders of countries with Muslim 
populations that attended the G20 Summit, 
we are in agreement that there should be 
a collective and determined effort against 
extremism. I believe that other countries 
with Muslim populations will agree on this 
too. We will continue to pursue this collab-
oration in all our bilateral contacts and on 
every platform and show our determina-
tion in this regard to the whole world. In 
the same context, the Presidency of Reli-
gious Affairs of Turkey issued a statement 
on terrorism during the G20 Summit ad-
dressing the leaders and the whole world.

At the same time, other countries should 
shoulder some important responsibilities 
as well. We observe widespread prejudice 
as well as a negative and exclusionist atti-
tude against Muslim minorities, especially 
in European countries. In fact, there were 
instances where Muslims in various coun-
tries were attacked even as we were whole-
heartedly condemning the Paris attack and 
sharing the grief of the French people.

I would like to emphasize that a hardline 
attitude towards the refugees will only 
make the human tragedy worse. We expect 
all leaders of the world to call on their so-
cieties to exercise common sense. Here in 
Turkey, we act more responsibly on this 
matter than others.

I issued a press statement on the Paris 
attacks at 1:30 a.m. from Antalya, and 
I spoke with President Hollande on the 

phone. Why? Because we have to demon-
strate that we are united against terrorism. 
There are 5 million Turkish citizens in Eu-
rope alone. We have some bitter experienc-
es in the past, like the Solingen massacre in 
which five members of a family were burnt 
to death and the neo-Nazi serial murders 
that killed eight people. Unfortunately, sev-
eral of our ambassadors were murdered in 
various parts of Europe. As a country, we 
felt the pain and sorrow of such loss. Nei-
ther have we forgotten the racist attack in 
Norway that claimed 77 lives; there was 
one Turkish citizen among those killed.

Racism combined with Islamophobia in 
Europe poses a great danger

New disasters cannot be avoided unless es-
calation of racist attacks and fanatic move-
ments in Europe are prevented. I believe 
all countries and leaders of the world see 
the danger posed by racism combined with 
Islamophobia, especially for Europe.

As we, the leaders of countries with Mus-
lim populations, fight against terrorism, I 
condemn all kinds of extremism. We be-
lieve that we have the right to expect other 
countries to set a similar example for their 
societies.

In this context, it is imperative to accurate-
ly assess the main causes of the human 
tragedies and terrorist actions in the coun-
tries in our region. The Assad regime that 
killed 380,000 of its people is primarily re-
sponsible for the current humanitarian cri-
ses and terrorist acts. Assad is engaging in 
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state terrorism. I would like to state clearly 
that those who stand behind this man who 
is engaging in state terrorism are at least as 
guilty as he is. The 380,000 Syrian people 
who were killed by barrel bombs, chemical 
and conventional weapons are not statis-
tics, they are all human beings. We must 
consider the message that the discussion 
on whether Assad should stay or leave 
sends to the Syrian people and mankind. 
The regime is trying to maintain power 
through sectarian tension and terrorist ac-
tivities.

The G20 Summit held in Saint Petersburg 
recently was interesting. Do you know 
what we discussed? Whether or not chem-
ical weapons were used in Syria. I opposed 
this discussion. How many people died 
by chemical weapons in Syria? 1,500. 
How many people died due to the use of 
conventional weapons? 120,000. Such a 
discussion brushes aside those who were 
killed by conventional weapons because it 
only focuses on imposing sanctions for the 
killing of 1,500 people by chemical weap-
ons based on the convention on chemical 
weapons. There may be a convention on 
that, but what about the 120,000 people 
who were killed by conventional weapons? 
Who sent those conventional weapons to 
Syria? Why do we not discuss this? It is the 
cause and effect relationship that is impor-
tant to us. 

All terrorist organizations in the region 
directly or indirectly serve the Assad re-
gime. Assad supports Daesh. Assad buys 
oil from Daesh and sells it. This is crystal 

clear; one has to be blind not to see this. In 
this respect, Daesh, the PYD and YPG are 
no different from one another. Assad sup-
ports the PYD. However, Assad was hostile 
to the Kurds until recently. He did not even 
issue identity cards for the Kurds. When 
our relations were good, we had asked him 
why he did not issue identity cards for the 
Kurds since they were citizens. Now, he 
and the Kurds are as thick as thieves. At the 
same time, supporting the PYD on the pre-
text of fighting Daesh is condoning terror-
ism. Those who insult Islam and Muslims 
because of Daesh are definitely making a 
big mistake.

Terrorist organizations in the region are 
not even remotely related to Islam

Terrorist organizations such as Al Qaeda 
and Boko Haram that exploit Islam most-
ly hurt and kill Muslims. Therefore, none 
of these organizations have the slightest 
connection with Islam. The blood of every 
innocent person killed by these terrorist 
organizations is also on the hands of the 
powers that support them. I believe that 
we took an important step at the G20 Sum-
mit as countries with Muslim populations 
by agreeing to communicate our joint posi-
tion against terrorism to all Islamic coun-
tries so as to prevent efforts to divide us.

Esteemed Guests,

The wave of immigrants from problematic 
regions such as Syria and Iraq to Europe 
once again underlines the importance of 
the relations between Turkey and the Eu-
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ropean Union. We must all concede that 
effective cooperation between Turkey and 
the European Union can have a substan-
tial impact in various matters concerning 
Eurasia and the Middle East. The European 
Union would stand to gain from develop-
ing its relations with Turkey just like the 
countries that have done so. Therefore, re-
lations between Turkey and the European 
Union must be strengthened. Clearly, Tur-
key is an important player and partner on 
a regional and global level. Turkey is the 
only country whose membership to the 
Union can provide much-needed econom-
ic and social dynamism in Europe.

Despite the problems in our region, our 
strong democracy and stable economy 
give us hope for the future. We would like 
to achieve prosperity and development not 
only for our country but also for the friend-
ly communities we cooperate with.

Our economic, social, cultural and human-
itarian relations have been growing to 
cover a much broader area in the last 13 
years. We played a key role in the estab-
lishment of many bilateral and regional 
mechanisms for dialog and cooperation. In 
particular, we focused on contributing to 
the development of least developed coun-
tries. With a total of 4.5 billion dollars in 
humanitarian aid in 2014, Turkey ranks 
first among the OECD countries in terms 
of increasing development aid. We will in-
tensify our efforts in this direction.

TANAP will carry Azerbaijani gas both 
to Turkey and Europe

Esteemed Guests,

Energy is one of the most important areas 
in our development efforts. The global en-
ergy map is changing and new actors are 
emerging in the energy arena. Energy must 
certainly be diversified. Turkey was very 
poor in this respect 13 years ago, not due to 
a lack of resources, but because of the fail-
ure to put existing resources to use. Turkey 
has a critical responsibility as a country 
situated at the crossroads of energy pro-
ducing and consuming countries. An ef-
fective cooperation is needed between the 
producing countries and the transporting 
and consuming countries to ensure energy 
security. Energy should serve peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity and be used to encour-
age cooperation, not conflict.

Natural gas from Central Asia and the Cas-
pian Basin transported through our coun-
try will contribute to the security of en-
ergy supply for Europe. For this purpose, 
we continue to carry out big projects with 
Azerbaijan and Georgia with the support 
of the United States.

We successfully implemented the Ba-
ku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and Baku-Tbilisi-Erzu-
rum pipeline projects, which were once 
considered a fantasy in some circles. They 
said this would not happen, but as you can 
see, it did. We believed in these projects 
and firmly took steps to realize them.

By completing the Turkey-Greece Intercon-
nection line in 2007, we contributed to the 
export of gas from Azerbaijan to Europe 
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via an alternative route. Other pipelines 
we put into service are Kirkuk-Ceyhan, 
Iran-Turkey and the Blue Stream pipelines.

The Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline 
Project (TANAP) that we are building with 
Azerbaijan will be the longest pipeline that 
will cross our territory. We broke ground 
on the project and construction activities 
are underway. This project will transport 
gas from Azerbaijan to Turkey and Europe.

Now, I call on the Europeans and the Euro-
pean Union; we signed the Nabucco pipe-
line deal with you. It has been six years 
since the deal was signed. Why have we 
been unable to move forward? If you do 
not invest the money, if the supplier does 
not take care of it, this project will not 
work. But who is held accountable? Tur-
key. Why are we held accountable? We say 
that everything is ready on our side. What 
is our role in the project? Transit. We are 
ready to do it. We have another role; we 
are one of the consumers. We are ready for 
that too. But did you supply energy? Did 
you provide the money? 

Azerbaijan took the first step in TANAP 
and Turkey partnered with Azerbaijan. 
We joined hands as partners and broke 
ground. Construction is moving swiftly. 
We are also conducting a study to include 
alternative sources, in particular Turkmen 
natural gas, in TANAP. There are some de-
velopments related to the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, Iraq, Iran and the Caspian Region 
that will reinforce Turkey’s position as an 
energy hub.

An estimated 80-100 trillion dollars 
are needed as investment in the least 
developed and developing countries by 
2030

Distinguished Guests,

Energy was prioritized for the first time at 
the G20 during the Turkish presidency. We 
organized a conference on energy. Why? 
Because we wanted to focus extensively 
on energy. The discussions during the An-
talya Summit and the Antalya Action Plan 
which was approved at the end of the sum-
mit are significant in this regard.

As you know, we defined three priorities 
during our G20 presidency: inclusiveness, 
implementation and investments. Among 
these priorities, why is inclusiveness so 
important? For the first time in this sum-
mit, there was specific discussion devoted 
to women. We introduced the Women20 
and Youth20 engagement groups at the 
summit. We also emphasized justice at 
the summit. We discussed small and me-
dium scale enterprises in the context of 
inclusiveness as one of our themes. Inclu-
siveness will also be addressed at the G20 
Summit in China next year.

The second priority is implementation. It is 
important to take some steps, but we need 
to make sure that they are properly imple-
mented in an ongoing manner. Follow-up 
on implementation is very important.

The third priority is investments. The goal 
for 2030 is to invest 80-100 trillion dollars 
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in the least developed, less developed and 
developing countries. How will this happen? 
Through public-private partnerships, of 
course. It is possible to make infrastructure 
investments through public-private partner-
ship; there are many examples in Turkey. In-
vestments were also on the agenda.

Our priorities were approved and support-
ed by the G20 countries. At the G20, our 
objective is to ensure robust, sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive global growth.

Slow recovery in the global economy and 
uncertainties in financial markets indicate 
new risks. In this respect, it is of critical im-
portance to implement the growth strate-
gies we accepted last year and to reassure 
global markets.

We must use every means available on en-
ergy. We should generate energy from the 
wind. We should not use the sun just for 
warmth; we should utilize its energy in all 
areas.

Turkey does not have an abundance of wa-
ter. Nonetheless, our waters used to flow 
into the seas. As a result, there was a say-
ing: “The water flows as the Turk watches 
on.” We said that this had to change. You 
might say we turned the situation around 
so that the saying now goes as follows: 
“The water flows and the Turk works.” We 
are heavily engaged in building hydroelec-
tric power plants. Building hydroelectric 
power plants is costly, but operating them 
is cheap. We took advantage of this op-
portunity. Then we turned to wind power 

plants. Now we are looking into solar pow-
er plants. Natural gas is well and good, but 
if you do not produce it, it is very expen-
sive. These other sources are very impor-
tant and good because they are renewable. 
We made significant progress with respect 
to renewable energy investments.

Global investment requirements for 
energy will reach 48 trillion dollars by 
2035

At the Antalya Summit, we also agreed on 
the importance of effective implementa-
tion of growth strategies. We now have a 
mechanism to monitor the implementa-
tion of the commitments made to achieve 
2.1 percent additional growth by 2018. 
Steps will be taken with respect to initiat-
ing global infrastructure investments. It is 
estimated that these investments may cost 
up to 100 trillion dollars.

The International Energy Agency estimates 
that the world will need 48 trillion dollars 
of energy investment by 2035. At the sum-
mit, we discussed at length the compre-
hensive investment strategies developed 
by the G20 countries. I was glad to see that 
there was consensus on the need to stimu-
late investments to achieve growth targets. 

As part of the sustainable development 
goals, access to energy was an important 
theme during our G20 presidency. We in-
tensified our efforts mostly in Sub-Saharan 
Africa due to the urgency of the situation. 
A total of 1.1 billion people in Africa do not 
have access to energy. We cannot remain 
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silent; we must take some steps to address 
this situation. To that end, we held the 
Conference on Access to Energy in Africa 
which brought the G20 energy ministers 
and private sector representatives togeth-
er.

Since 2015 is a critical year in terms of 
climate negotiations, we identified renew-
able energy and increasing energy efficien-
cy as priority topics. As a matter of fact, we 
held several talks on climate change at the 
summit. 

Esteemed Guests,

Besides the G20, Turkey undertook the 
presidency of the Global Migration and 
Development Forum and the D8 in 2015 
while also hosting the 12th Session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the United Na-
tions Convention to Combat Desertifica-
tion. We will host many other events such 
as the 13th Islamic Summit Conference of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
and the 23rd World Energy Congress in 
2016 as well as the 2017 World Petroleum 
Congress. We attach special importance to 
the 2016 World Humanitarian Summit, 
which will be the first-ever humanitarian 
summit in the world.

These developments are not coincidental. 
They are the result of the active foreign 
policy that we have been resolutely and 
consistently pursuing for the last 13 years. 
We will continue to contribute to human 
and economic development and the stabil-
ity of our country, region and the world.

As I end my remarks, I would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the organi-
zation of this meeting. I hope for a fairer, 
more peaceful and safer world. I extend 
my condolences to the families of those 
who died in terrorist attacks in various 
parts of the world, from Paris and Ankara 
to Gaziantep and Beirut.

I salute you all with respect and affection. 
All the best.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Esteemed Secretary General, Distin-
guished Ministers, Your Excellencies, Es-
teemed Representatives, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen:

I greet you wholeheartedly as I open the 
31st Ministerial Session of the Standing 

Committee for Economic and Commercial 
Cooperation of the Organization of the Is-
lamic Cooperation, COMCEC. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

As the chairman of COMCEC, I would like 
to welcome our guests to Turkey and Istan-

The Russian Plane Was Shot 
Down Because It Violated 

Our Sovereignty 

31st COMCEC Meeting | Istanbul | November 25, 2015 
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bul. I pray that Allah will make our negoti-
ations and efforts beneficial and guide and 
bless us.

During our meetings, we will discuss eco-
nomic, social and commercial issues but 
also the current state of affairs in our re-
gion and the Islamic world. I pray to Al-
lah that the exchange of views and the 
decisions to be taken by the distinguished 
representatives who are present today will 
benefit all Islamic countries and mankind.

Dear Brothers,

The world economy has not yet fully recov-
ered from the global crisis that emerged 
seven years ago. Global economic growth 
is slower compared to the pre-crisis peri-
od. Similarly, global trade, which recorded 
a regular increase in the pre-crisis period, 
remains stagnant in the last few years.

The share of Islamic countries in world 
trade increased by 40%

Despite the uncertainties and problems 
in the global economy, praise Allah, the 
share of Islamic countries in world trade 
increased approximately 40 percent in the 
last 10 years. Our share in global output 
also grew by approximately 50 percent in 
the same period.

We know for a fact that oil and other raw 
materials have a significant share in this 
increase. On the other hand, we have also 
observed significant improvements in pro-
duction and trade in our member states in 

recent years. Industrial products account 
for a significant portion of the exports of 
many of our member states.

As the most concrete manifestation of 
the commercial ties between our member 
states, trade between member states of our 
organization increased rapidly in the last 
10 years and is now close to the targeted 
level of 20 percent. God willing, we can fur-
ther increase trade, in particular the share 
of industrial products with high value add-
ed, in the future by taking the right steps in 
the next few years.

On the other hand, despite this positive 
development, we must also acknowledge 
the sad truth which is sometimes ignored. 
Today, approximately 21 percent of our 
brothers, in other words 350 million out 
of the total population of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, are struggling with 
extreme poverty. The rate of people living 
in extreme poverty is as high as 50 percent 
in Sub-Saharan African countries. Unfor-
tunately, a significant part of the heart-
breaking images of hunger, famine and 
poverty that we see on television take place 
in member countries of this organization. 
For instance, 54 out of 1,000 children die 
before reaching the age of five in member 
countries of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation.

There are large gaps in terms of nation-
al income and the level of development 
between our countries. On the one hand, 
there are millions of people who cannot 
even afford their basic needs; on the other 



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

319

hand, billions of dollars are spent on lux-
ury.

As the followers of the divine principle 
“Muslims are brothers,” we need to recog-
nize this truth and arrange our lives ac-
cordingly. We are Muslims to the extent 
that we act as brothers. The values that 
unite brothers are not only affection, care 
and fondness, but also rights and justice. 
This is why we must make sure that our 
brotherhood is not just in words or rhet-
oric but part of our ethical and moral re-
sponsibility.

Violation of our brotherhood and neglect 
of our ethics and moral obligations are the 
most important reasons why the Islamic 
world is moving away from being a cradle 
of science, culture and civilization and be-
coming a place of oppression. It is obvious 
that no one can find peace and security in 
a world where children die of starvation, 
thirst, famine and lack of access to basic 
needs. Allah warned about this danger in 
the Holy Quran and equated the act of vio-
lating the law of brotherhood with “stand-
ing on the edge of a crater of fire.”

Growth that is not compassionate will 
bring a host of problems

This sad outlook places a heavy responsi-
bility on all member states. We must not 
overlook the fact that growth and devel-
opment that is not compassionate and fair 
will not create welfare but a host of prob-
lems. The only way to secure the present 
and the future is to increase solidarity, co-

operation and sharing and to empathize 
with the difficulties of our brothers and 
sisters around the world.

We need to come to grips with our own 
problems without waiting for other coun-
tries or institutions to deal with them. In 
this regard, I believe that our multilateral 
cooperation under the umbrella of COM-
CEC is very valuable and offers important 
opportunities to Muslims. Offering a plat-
form for us to comprehensively address 
the commercial, social and economic is-
sues that concern our member states every 
year, COMCEC has a special and critical 
role to play in the current situation. I hope 
that all countries will adopt a similar un-
derstanding and engage their efforts in 
this direction.

Dear Brothers,

This year’s COMCEC meeting takes place 
at a critical time in terms of regional and 
global issues. As Muslims struggling to 
survive, we are facing a difficult test. The 
civil war in neighboring Syria is about to 
enter its fifth year. We must hold ourselves 
accountable to Allah; we should call our-
selves to account before Allah does. Unfor-
tunately, 380,000 innocent Syrian people 
were killed by state terrorism inflicted by 
the regime. Twelve million people were 
forced to leave their homes.

Iraq, Yemen, Palestine, Libya, Afghanistan, 
Egypt and Lebanon are struggling with 
extremely challenging circumstances. De-
spite the inhumane oppression and vio-
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lence, our Palestinian brothers and sisters 
are putting up an honorable fight against at-
tacks from Israel aimed at holy places such 
as Masjid Al-Aqsa and the Temple Mount. 
The blockade, now in its eighth year, has 
turned Gaza with its 1.5 million inhabit-
ants into an open prison. Thousands of op-
pressed Rohingya people who are subject-
ed to violence and whose houses are burnt 
down in Rakhine are struggling for their 
lives under very difficult conditions by 
taking shelter in neighboring countries or 
trying to escape by battling the wild waves 
of the ocean.

On top of this heartbreaking picture, a 
handful of murderers abusing Islam, the 
religion of “peace”, kill innocent people, es-
pecially Muslims, every day. These evil or-
ganizations called Daesh, Al-Qaeda, Boko 
Haram and Al-Shabaab are used by others 
as pawns to reshape the Islamic world.

Muslims are the primary targets of the 
so-called Islamic terrorist organizations

We should take note of the fact that the pri-
mary target of these terrorist organizations 
is Muslims who do not share their views. 
These terrorist organizations have inflict-
ed the greatest damage on Islamic coun-
tries, our values, the most precious works 
of our civilizations, libraries, scholars and 
institutions. It is imperative that we all 
take a determined stand against these evil 
groups that follow in the footsteps of their 
historical equivalents such as the Khawarij 
and the Hashashins.

We have to remember and remind every-
one that being Muslim is a blessing that 
matures, glorifies and gratifies human be-
ings, for which we should be grateful and 
proud. It is high time that we recommend 
truth, patience, compassion and mercy to 
each other. More than ever before, we need 
to appeal to common sense, think a thou-
sand times and speak once, call people to 
goodness and stop evil. As Muslims, it is 
our duty to eradicate these cancer cells that 
poison our children and aim to destroy the 
1,400-year-old authentic Islamic tradition.

As you know, one of the main items on the 
agenda of the G20 Summit held on Novem-
ber 15 and 16 under our presidency was 
the fight against terrorism. The leaders of 
countries with Muslim populations, in-
cluding Turkey, met on the margins of the 
summit and issued a statement about our 
position on this subject. We emphasized 
that the people who died in the Paris at-
tacks are no different than those who were 
killed in Beirut, Ankara, Suruç, Gaziantep, 
Baghdad, Kuwait, Syria and Iraq; we grieve 
for them all.

As a country fighting terrorism for the last 
30 years, we do not make any distinction 
between those who died in Mali recently 
and those who were killed in Nigeria. An-
yone who thinks that human life is sacred 
should adopt the same attitude and take a 
principled and consistent position against 
terrorism regardless of where it comes 
from and where it occurs. Seeing hundreds 
of thousands of people killed in Syria and 
those killed in the Middle East and Afri-
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ca just as statistics will only play into the 
hands of terrorist organizations.

When the world is concerned about birds, 
fish and plants but not innocent children 
drowning in the Mediterranean and the 
Aegean Sea every day, such negligence will 
only lead to bigger tragedy. Shutting the 
door in the face of millions of Syrians and 
Iraqis who are struggling only to survive 
will only aggravate the problem. Security 
and peace can be achieved by embracing 
and helping refugees, not by kicking or 
stabbing them, sinking boats full of peo-
ple or turning a deaf ear to their screams. 
Everyone must understand that hiding 
behind barbed wire fences and high walls 
cannot keep the trouble away.

Likewise, we must also acknowledge the 
fact that Islamophobic, xenophobic and 
racist reactions are further aggravating 
the problem. Associating terrorism with 
a religion, nation or region can never be 
accepted or excused. It is wrong to incrim-
inate the followers of a religion based on 
the identity of terrorists and force them to 
defend themselves like a criminal. No one 
from any country can use the words “Is-
lam” and “terrorism” together and identify 
terrorism with Islam; no one has the right 
to do so.

There is something in particular that I 
would like to emphasize. People -- especial-
ly the youth who are marginalized based 
on their religion, appearance, language or 
skin color -- can become more susceptible 
to the propaganda of terrorist organiza-

tions. We must be careful not to take any 
steps that will facilitate such an outcome.

Sectarian and exclusionary policies and 
misguided strategies pursued in Syria led 
to the emergence of the Daesh terrorist or-
ganization next to our border. Turning a 
blind eye to the state terrorism conducted 
by the Assad regime and insisting on mis-
guided policies such as bombing Syrians 
who are struggling for a free and dignified 
life are equal to supporting this villain.

We had to shoot down the Russian plane 
because it did not leave our airspace 
despite our warnings

Yesterday, we witnessed a situation which 
shows the regrettable consequences that 
careless steps may have on the stabili-
ty, peace and future of the region. Two 
planes of unknown nationality violated 
our airspace over the Yayladağı district of 
Hatay yesterday morning. The planes were 
warned against violating our airspace 10 
times in five minutes. Following warnings 
from our military authorities, one of the 
planes returned to Syria, but the other one 
continued to violate our airspace. As a re-
sult, Turkish F-16s conducting air patrol 
in the area fired on the plane that was vi-
olating Turkish airspace. After it was hit, 
the plane crashed on the Syrian side of the 
border and some of its parts landed in Tur-
key, injuring two Turkish citizens. It was 
later understood from the statements of 
the officials of the Russian Federation that 
the downed plane belonged to the Russian 
Federation. Immediately after the incident, 
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Turkey briefed the United Nations Securi-
ty Council and NATO.

They claim that they are fighting Daesh. 
For one thing, there is no Daesh presence 
in Latakia, which is inhabited by Bayırbu-
cak Turkomans, or in the north. So let us 
stop fooling one another. Currently, Daesh 
has a presence in Jarabulus and to the east 
and south of Jarabulus. We have been tak-
ing great care not to let such an incident 
take place and had warned all relevant 
countries. We expressed our sensitivity on 
this issue to our neighbor at various times 
using different channels. It has been Tur-
key’s patient, controlled and well-meaning 
attitude that prevented such an incident 
from taking place until yesterday.

Turkey has always sided with peace, dialog 
and diplomacy, not tension, crisis and hos-
tility. We will maintain the same approach. 
However, no one should expect us to remain 
silent and unresponsive against the con-
stant violation of our border security, sover-
eignty and the disregard for our rights and 
laws. We certainly do not intend to escalate 
the crisis. We only defend our security and 
the rights of our brothers and sisters.

A wave of immigration began towards 
our borders from the region inhabited by 
Bayırbucak Turkomans in the north of La-
takia last week. We are admitting our kin 
who are fleeing from bombs into the camps 
in Hatay and the surrounding area. On the 
other hand, we continue to provide shelter 
and support to our kin in the camps on the 
Syrian side through the Red Crescent. 

We must be honest; let us not fool each 
other. We must concede that standing by 
someone who is conducting state terror-
ism means taking part in his cruelty.

A Muslim is one who avoids harming Mus-
lims with his words and actions; “Al Mus-
limu man salima almuslimuna min lisani-
hi wa yadihi.” We have to adhere to this. 
We are against the Assad regime, which 
is engaged in state terrorism, as we are 
against any kind of terrorism and terrorist 
organization. We will continue to provide 
humanitarian aid on both sides of the bor-
der as the regime continues to attack our 
brothers and sisters in the region. We are 
determined to take all necessary measures 
to prevent another wave of migration to 
our country. We will continue to do our 
part for the peace and security of Syrian 
people.

COMCEC should shoulder responsibility 
on global issues

Dear Brothers, Distinguished Guests,

These regional problems and other global 
issues require that the members of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation shoul-
der some responsibility. Some of our mem-
bers indeed played an active role in the 
determination of the United Nations sus-
tainable development goals. Sustainable 
development goals cover a wide range of 
outcomes in the areas of poverty eradica-
tion, inclusive economic growth, access to 
energy and income equality.
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I believe that our esteemed ministers 
will take important decisions at the 31st 
COMCEC meeting aimed at successfully 
implementing and monitoring the imple-
mentation of the sustainable development 
goals. I would like to share some principles 
which I find very important in achieving 
these goals.

We must effectively demonstrate our po-
litical will. We must be firm without being 
uncompromising; this is what behooves a 
Muslim. We must adopt appropriate pub-
lic policies. We must strengthen our insti-
tutional and human capabilities. We must 
create an effective spirit of solidarity in 
addition to solid financial resources. We 
must pursue these goals together with our 
institutions, civil society organizations, the 
private sector and citizens. This requires 
intensive international cooperation and 
technical assistance.

I would like to take this opportunity to call 
on all member states to effectively take ad-
vantage of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation and COMCEC. I find it especially 
meaningful that the theme of this year’s 
ministerial session is “Post-2015 Develop-
ment Agenda and Development Challeng-
es of the Islamic Ummah: Improving Basic 
Service Delivery.” Also, this year’s meeting 
includes a series of side events such as 
panels and special sessions related to our 
theme. As you know, the Preferential Trade 
System among the members of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation is one of 
the most important projects of COMCEC. 
We should discuss this system thoroughly. 

Praise Allah, we reached the required num-
ber of member states to put the system into 
effect. Member states meeting the mini-
mum requirements of the agreement need 
to take some steps. In this regard, I request 
that all relevant countries complete their 
preparations in close cooperation with the 
COMCEC Coordination Office so that the 
system is put into effect as soon as possible.

Dear Brothers,

I am pleased to see that the COMCEC 
strategy introduced in 2013 has been suc-
cessfully executed with support from the 
member states. The delegation of secre-
tariat services to the COMCEC Coordina-
tion Office as a result of the new COMCEC 
Statute changed the way COMCEC organ-
izes its work. After the introduction of 
the strategy, we achieved a remarkable in-
crease in the number and efficiency of the 
activities carried out under the umbrella 
of COMCEC. In this framework, I am of the 
opinion that the exchange of political rec-
ommendations will further improve close 
relations between our countries.

Furthermore, I am also very pleased that a 
total of 22 projects were carried out in the 
first two years within the framework of the 
COMCEC project funding mechanism. It 
is of critical importance that we cooperate 
on standards to ensure that trade between 
the member states grows and is facilitated. 
On this note, I note with great pleasure the 
growing interest in the standards that were 
developed by the Standards and Metrology 
Institute for the Islamic Countries.
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The Stock Exchanges Forum conducts 
successful activities

COMCEC is engaged in many significant 
activities in the area of financial coop-
eration where industry representatives 
and institutions from the member states 
play an active role. The Stock Exchanges 
Forum and the COMCEC Capital Market 
Regulators Forum conduct successful ac-
tivities. As you may remember, last year, I 
pointed out the importance of establishing 
infrastructure for real estate and gold ex-
changes in addition to the Stock Exchang-
es Forum within COMCEC. Therefore, I 
appreciate the fact that work has been ini-
tiated to study the requirements for real es-
tate and gold exchanges. Hopefully, these 
efforts will soon be completed and provide 
benefits to all member states.

Dear Brothers,

This year, Turkey’s actions as the presi-
dent of the G20, which is the most impor-
tant economic cooperation platform of 
the world, were greatly appreciated by all 
members. We crowned this process with 
a successful Leaders Summit held on No-
vember 15-16.

In 2016, Turkey will host very important 
summits and meetings. Among them, the 
13th Leaders Summit of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation is very important 
to us. I would like to say in advance that we 
expect a very high level of participation in 
the summit from all member states.

Also, another important meeting will be 
the first-ever World Humanitarian Sum-
mit for the Least Developed Countries 
that will be held in Istanbul on May 23-24, 
2016. We hope and pray that these two sig-
nificant events will be successful and con-
tribute to the solution of our problems. I 
invite other friendly member states of this 
organization to pay more attention to these 
issues.

As I end my remarks, I would like to say 
once again that it was a great pleasure to 
host you in my country, in our beautiful 
city of Istanbul. I hope that the COMCEC 
activities will bring positive benefits to 
our countries and all mankind. May Allah 
bless you. Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatul-
lahi wa barakatuh.
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Esteemed Directors of the Institute of 
Diplomatic Studies of Saudi Arabia, Dear 
Brothers and Sisters,

I salute you with all my heart. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

I am very pleased to be here with you today. 

I would like to thank my dear brother King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud for the hos-
pitality extended to me and my delegation 
during our visit. 

Turkey and Saudi Arabia are friends and 
brothers with strong historical, religious, 

We Must Be Vigilant Against 
Attempts To Divide The Islamic 

World Along Sectarian Lines

The Institute of Diplomatic Studies of Saudi Arabia
Riyadh | Saudi Arabia | December 30, 2015 
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social and cultural ties. I believe that we 
have a common will to improve the coop-
eration between our countries on the basis 
of our common values and interests. 

Turkey’s views of the events that are un-
folding in our region largely coincide with 
those of Saudi Arabia. We believe that 
deeper consultation and cooperation be-
tween our countries will bring benefit to 
our peoples and the ummah. 

We have a humanitarian approach with 
respect to the problems in our region

Dear Brothers,

Turkey is situated at the intersection of 
the world’s most distinctive geographical, 
political and cultural fault lines. Never-
theless, we have a humanitarian approach 
with respect to the problems in our region. 
We do our best for our own security and 
welfare and the future of all friendly and 
brotherly countries. We have been very 
sincere in trying to deal with the worsen-
ing humanitarian crisis in Syria and Iraq to 
our south and we sacrificed a lot. Although 
our brothers and sisters in these countries 
do not live within our borders, they have 
always had a place in our hearts; therefore, 
we consider their problems as our own. 

Similarly, we were never indifferent to the 
suffering of our Palestinian brothers and 
sisters who are struggling to survive un-
der Israeli occupation and attacks; we still 
stand by them with the same determina-
tion. 

Turkey is not only a Mediterranean coun-
try but also a Black Sea country and an 
Asian country. For this reason, we have to 
closely follow the events in the Black Sea 
and the South Caucasus, in particular the 
crisis in Ukraine and the illegal annexation 
of Crimea. As we have millions of citizens 
of Caucasian and Central Asian origin, we 
feel the impact of those events at home. 

Among its other attributes, Turkey is also a 
European country. The effects of the 2008 
global financial crisis still linger in Europe 
today, along with many important prob-
lems in our neighbor Greece and many 
other European countries. 

We are taking a close interest in the devel-
opments in Europe owing to our strong 
economic relations and the fact that 5 
million people of Turkish origin, some of 
whom are still our citizens, live there. As 
a result, we find ourselves involved in all 
regional and global events. We try to guide 
these events in a positive direction as much 
as possible. 

The refugee problem cannot be resolved 
while half of the Syrian population is 
displaced

Dear Brothers,

Currently, the Syrian issue is a priority on 
our agenda because we have a 911-kilome-
ter-long border with Syria. We opened our 
doors to 2.2 million Syrians escaping from 
the attacks of the Assad regime to save 
their lives and dignity; we have been host-
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ing them for years. We do not see this as a 
burden but as assistance from one brother 
to another. 

We are providing shelter to 270,000 Syr-
ians in the well-equipped camps we built 
in various cities. Our civil society organiza-
tions and people are helping Syrians who 
are trying to continue with their lives in 
all corners of the country, especially in Is-
tanbul, Gaziantep, Hatay and Şanlıurfa. In 
addition to providing shelter, we are trying 
to support our Syrian guests in many ways, 
including the provision of healthcare ser-
vices and education. 

Today, there are 600,000 school-age Syrian 
children in Turkey. Only 250,000 of them 
are currently able to go to school. We are 
aiming to increase this number to 450,000 
next year. All our Syrian guests can benefit 
from the same healthcare opportunities as 
our citizens. We spent more than 8 billion 
dollars only for the services we provide to 
our Syrian brothers and sisters whom we 
are hosting in camps. This does not include 
the amount of aid delivered directly by our 
civil society organizations and citizens. In 
the meantime, the contributions made by 
the United Nations and Europe in the last 
five years is only 455 million dollars. Ac-
cording to data from the Office of the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, Turkey hosts the largest number of 
refugees in the world. 

Turkey ranks third among countries pro-
viding humanitarian development aid in 
terms of the amount of this aid and first 

in terms of the ratio of this aid to GDP. In 
this respect, I find it very important that 
we will host the first-ever World Human-
itarian Summit organized by the United 
Nations in 2016. Turkey will continue to 
provide support both in our country and at 
the places they live to people who are op-
pressed and persecuted. 

Dear Brothers,

We must recognize that unless the Syrian 
issue is resolved, we cannot overcome oth-
er problems and restore peace and security. 
The refugee problem cannot be resolved 
while half of the Syrian population is dis-
placed. The security concerns cannot be ad-
dressed without reestablishing the political 
and institutional structure in Syria where 
currently a wide range of terrorist organiza-
tions are active. Syria takes center stage in a 
global power struggle; we must return it to 
its people so they can recreate their living 
space. Those who do not contribute to the 
solution of this issue are accountable for the 
lives of the mothers and fathers who throw 
themselves into the cold waters of the Medi-
terranean Sea with their children. 

We should be prepared against attempts 
to discredit the delegation from the 
Riyadh Conference

The Assad regime oppresses its people with 
a sectarian approach and does not hesitate 
to cooperate with terrorist organizations 
such as Daesh, the PYD and YPG to main-
tain its existence. This approach also paves 
the way for countries such as Iran and Rus-
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sia, among others, which have different de-
signs on the region to intervene in Syria. 
The cruelty inflicted on opposition groups 
fighting against the Assad regime, especial-
ly Bayırbucak Turkomans, on the pretext of 
fighting Daesh is a crime against humanity. 

We believe that the only solution for the 
Syrian issue is a genuine political transi-
tion to ensure that the legitimate demands 
and expectations of the people are met. We 
laid the ground for the Vienna talks in co-
operation with Saudi Arabia in order to re-
vive the political process. At the same time, 
a wide range of opposition groups met in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia at the beginning of 
this month. We hope that the meeting will 
lead to an outcome that will support the 
cause of the opposition groups and satisfy 
the expectations of the Syrian people. 

The United Nations Security Council adopt-
ed on December 18 a resolution that sets a 
timetable for political transition. We should 
be prepared against future attempts to 
discredit the delegation from the Riyadh 
Conference. We should not allow efforts to 
discredit the successful results achieved in 
Riyadh so that our efforts to find a political 
solution to the Syrian issue can succeed. The 
roadmap is difficult, but not impossible. We 
will continue to support our Syrian broth-
ers in solidarity with Saudi Arabia and oth-
er friendly countries in the future.

Dear Brothers,

Iraq, another important neighboring coun-
try, is facing some serious issues as well. 

Large segments of society who were disen-
franchised by the central government in 
Iraq and left to the mercy of Daesh should 
be won back through inclusive policies. 
Sectarian policies by the central govern-
ment created a significant lack of trust, 
especially among Sunnis. We can clearly 
see how Iraqi Sunnis suspect and fear Iraqi 
security forces. As a result, large sections 
of society who are willing to fight Daesh 
cannot find adequate military and political 
support. 

Foreign military assistance delivered to 
Iraq is provided to the mostly uncontrolled 
Shiite militia forces who are not covered 
by the Iraqi Constitution and supported 
externally. Reintegration of Sunnis into 
the political system and security structures 
is of great significance for the stability of 
Iraq and the fight against Daesh. 

The current Iraqi government took office 
15 months ago with the promise of inclu-
siveness. We expect the Iraqi government 
to fulfill this promise. Turkey is ready to 
provide all kinds of support. However, 
there are some developments that cast a 
shadow over our hopes. Nonetheless, we 
will continue to listen to the Iraqi peo-
ple, especially our brothers and sisters in 
Northern Iraq and Mosul, and maintain 
our solidarity with them. 

We banned 28,000 people from entering 
the country within the scope of the fight 
against terrorism
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Dear Brothers,

Turkey has considerable experience in 
fighting terrorism, which has become a 
global issue gaining greater significance. 
Rest assured that we feel the same way 
about the terrorist attacks in Paris, Beirut 
or Sharm El Sheikh as we do about the at-
tack in Ankara. With this understanding, 
we make significant contributions to the 
coalition against Daesh. We opened our air 
bases to the coalition forces and we also 
participate in air operations. 

We are carrying out important activities 
at the Global Counterterrorism Forum 
and the Foreign Terrorist Fighters Work-
ing Group. We banned more than 28,000 
people from entering our country within 
the scope of the fight against terrorism. We 
identify and deport foreigners who are af-
filiated with terrorist organizations. So far, 
we deported more than 2,700 people. On 
the other hand, it is not fair that we are ex-
pected to capture individuals who are not 
prevented from leaving their own coun-
try on our borders as they legally enter or 
leave our country. It is imperative that all 
countries make an effort to prevent radi-
calization of their citizens and place strict 
control mechanisms on their borders. 

Furthermore, the Syrian crisis has raised 
serious security concerns in our region. 
Under these circumstances, Turkey is keen 
on protecting its sovereignty and the se-
curity of its borders. As you know, a plane 
violating our airspace was shot down on 
November 24 as per our previously de-

clared rules of engagement. After previous 
airspace violations, Turkey warned Russia 
repeatedly in order to prevent such an in-
cident from happening again. I personally 
talked to Mr. Putin about this. However, 
this sad incident shows that our warnings 
were not heeded by Russia. In fact, even 
after their plane was shot down, Russia 
continued to engage in violations of our 
airspace and territorial waters. 

The reaction of the Russian administra-
tion to this incident has been extreme and 
disproportionate. They ignored our calls 
for dialog and started an extensive smear 
campaign against our country. We know 
that Russia’s aspersions are not taken se-
riously by the international community. 
Turkey continues to act in a manner that 
befits the dignity of a state. There is, of 
course, a limit to our patience, but we are 
making maximum effort to maintain our 
level-headed attitude. I reiterate our call to 
Russia for a constructive dialog.

Dear Brothers,

Daesh has created a negative perception 
of Islam in the West, especially among 
the European countries. Turkey feels the 
need to organize an effective response be-
cause Islamophobia as a form of racism 
and xenophobia primarily targets our cit-
izens in Europe and their organizations. 
Our mosques, which also serve as social 
solidarity centers for our citizens, were tar-
geted in 48 cases out of 100 xenophobic in-
cidents in Western European countries in 
the last year. 
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I find it worrying that political parties 
which cite immigrants as the main cause 
of security concerns, unemployment, 
crime, poverty and other social problems 
are increasingly gaining strength in the 
West. We know that this dangerous trend 
arises from the attempts to associate Is-
lam with terrorism, especially after Sep-
tember 11, 2001. We must fight against all 
who engage in language and actions that 
associate Islam and Muslims with terror-
ism. We must show that our religion and 
Muslims have nothing to do with hateful 
crimes committed by terrorists claiming to 
act in the name of Islam. We must be vigi-
lant against attempts to divide the Islamic 
world along sectarian lines. 

I find it very important that the 13th Is-
lamic Summit of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation will be held in Istanbul 
on April 14-15, 2016 with the theme “Uni-
ty and Solidarity for Peace and Justice.” I 
hope that the Islamic world delivers a pow-
erful image of unity and solidarity at this 
meeting. 

I once again thank the Institute of Diplo-
matic Studies of Saudi Arabia for giving 
me this opportunity. I salute and extend 
my respects to the Saudi Arabian people, 
who are our friends and brothers. Thank 
you. 
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Esteemed Ministers, Dear Guests, Ladies 
and Gentlemen:

I salute you with respect and affection. I 
am delighted to be with our ambassadors 
serving abroad and here at home on the 
occasion of the 8th Conference of Ambas-
sadors. Welcome to the Presidential Com-

plex, the home of the nation. I hope that 
the Conference of Ambassadors, which has 
become an annual tradition, is successful.

At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to strongly condemn the bombing car-
ried out by a suicide bomber believed to be 
Syrian in Istanbul’s Sultanahmet Square. 
I pray that Allah will have mercy on those 

The Backstabbers Who Earn Their 
Bread From The State Should Get 

The Punishment They Deserve 

8th Conference of Ambassadors | Ankara | January 12, 2016 
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who were killed in the explosion. I pray for 
a speedy recovery for the wounded.

This incident demonstrates once again that 
we must, as a nation, be united in body and 
soul in our war against terrorism and ter-
rorist organizations. Turkey will maintain 
its principled and resolute stance in the 
war on terror.

Be vigilant when it comes to the 
operations of terrorist organizations

For us, all terrorist organizations are the 
same, regardless of whether they are called 
Daesh, PKK, PYD, YPG, DHKP-C or MLKP. 
As you know, Turkey is the number one 
target for the terrorist organizations in the 
region because Turkey opposes all of them 
without discrimination and is determined 
to fight against them all.

I would like to pose a direct question here. Is 
there any other country more resolute than 
Turkey or one that paid a higher price in 
fighting against the terrorist organization 
called Daesh? We are also firm and dedi-
cated in our fight against the separatist ter-
rorist organization, but there are still some 
individuals, and even countries, who refuse 
to understand our position. Therefore, we 
ask that our esteemed ambassadors are es-
pecially vigilant when it comes to the activi-
ties of the terrorist organizations.

Our government must work much harder 
in places where these terrorist organiza-
tions and their sponsors have operations, 
especially in European countries. We must 
not let terrorist organizations, separatists 

and others who try to destroy us have free 
rein. We know that many countries around 
the world have an ambivalent attitude to-
wards terrorist organizations. These are 
issues that you follow and know very well. 
Despite these attitudes, there is nothing 
that prevents us from exposing the truth 
about these separatist terrorist organiza-
tions and telling the truth to the public in 
other countries. In this regard, you are our 
hands, feet, eyes and ears.

Rabble who call themselves academicians 
are maligning our state

In the meantime, we are also aware of the 
challenges emerging here in our own coun-
try in this respect. Rabble who call them-
selves academicians or researchers come 
out and malign our state, which is defend-
ing our citizens and territory from the at-
tacks of terrorist organizations. What do 
they say? They claim that rights and free-
doms are violated.

Yes, that is right. The rights and freedoms 
of millions of our citizens living in the re-
gion are violated; not by the state, but by 
the actions of these terrorist organizations. 
It is the terrorist organization that is dig-
ging trenches in the streets, blocking them 
with barricades and laying traps. It is the 
terrorist organization that is hindering our 
people’s freedom of movement by setting 
bombs along roads, bridges and culverts. It 
is the terrorist organization that is causing 
misery for our citizens by spraying ambu-
lances, fire trucks and private vehicles with 
bullets and setting fire to schools, hospitals, 
mosques, libraries, homes and businesses. 
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It is the very same terrorist organization 
that puts holes in the walls of houses and 
builds tunnels through people’s bedrooms 
in violation of the rights and freedoms of 
our citizens.

We face treason from the so-called 
intellectuals who get their salary from 
the state

In spite of all these facts, the rabble who 
call themselves academicians publishes a 
manifesto accusing the state. And if that 
were not bad enough, they invite foreign-
ers to our country to monitor develop-
ments. This is the colonialist mentality; it 
is going back to a mandate regime.

Turkey faced this treason rooted in the 
same mentality 100 years ago. Back then, 
there was a rabble of so-called intellectu-
als who believed in a mandate regime and 
that only foreigners could save the country. 
Our people won the War of Independence 
and secured their freedom. This was the 
most appropriate response to such people. 
Unfortunately, these colonialists took over 
again after the Republic was formed.

Today, we face betrayal from so-called intel-
lectuals, most of whom are on government 
salaries, carry state IDs and passports in 
their pockets and have a standard of living 
higher than the nation’s average.

What I would like to say to Turkey and the 
entire world right now in your presence is 
that Turkey has no problem with its Kurd-
ish citizens. I mean, there is no Kurdish 
problem in Turkey. Just like any other seg-

ment of society, our Kurdish brothers may 
have issues that are unique to them and to 
the places where they live, but we can sit 
down with them and resolve these issues.

In the last 14 years, our government pro-
vided to the southeastern and eastern part 
of our country the facilities available in 
the western part. Turkey’s problem today 
is terrorism, a scourge that afflicts many 
countries around the world; it is not the 
Kurdish problem. We should not deceive 
ourselves. We must convey this message 
accurately.

But these so-called intellectuals say that 
the state has committed a massacre. You, 
the so-called intellectuals, are the dark-
ness. You are not enlightened intellectuals 
but darkness. You are so ignorant and live 
in such darkness that you would not even 
know how to get to the southeast or the 
east. But we know that area as if it were the 
path to our own house. The airports and 
universities all over the southeast today as 
well as the mosques, schools and divided 
highways provide wealth to the region and 
are a testament to the importance we place 
on the southeastern and eastern part of 
our country and our Kurdish brothers liv-
ing in these regions.

So what has the terrorist organization 
done? Terrorists are now turning people 
out of their homes. They are terrorizing 
people by digging tunnels between hous-
es as they forcefully evict inhabitants. No-
body is talking about Yasin Börü. What 
was Yasin Börü doing? He was passing 
out meat to the poor. They martyred him 
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by throwing him from the third floor and 
then ran over him with a car. Who are the 
perpetrators of the incidents on October 
6-8? Who caused the deaths of 50 people 
by calling all our Kurdish brothers to the 
streets? Where were you, the so-called in-
tellectuals? Did you say anything then? 
Did you speak up and condemn these ac-
tions? On one side of the problem are the 
people and the state, and on the other side, 
the terrorists carrying weapons, bombs 
and Molotov cocktails.

I invite foreign academicians to Turkey

For a moment, let us put aside those who 
signed this manifesto prepared by so-called 
academicians with familiar names but an 
alien mentality. I have a proposal to foreign 
academicians who think like them. I invite 
them to Turkey. Please come to Turkey. 
This is not the kind of problem you address 
by signing a piece of paper. Come to Tur-
key. Come and see what is happening on 
the ground, everything from A to Z in the 
southeast, east and every other area. Let 
them come and see for themselves whether 
or not the problem in Turkey is about the 
state violating rights or the terrorist organ-
ization trampling the rights and freedoms 
of our citizens. 

For example, our ambassador to the Unit-
ed States should invite (Noam) Chomsky, 
who previously made a statement about 
Turkey’s operations against the terrorist 
organization. Let him be our guest in this 
region. Let this academician see the truth 
with his own eyes and not through the 
fifth column who feeds him the informa-

tion. Let us invite academicians from oth-
er countries who think like this but whose 
hearts and minds are open. Let them come 
to our country. We can take them to the re-
gion. I believe that we will be able to con-
vey the facts to world public opinion more 
effectively and accurately in this fashion.

As far as Turkey is concerned, the issue of 
terrorism is not one where you can ride the 
fence. In this regard, you are either on the 
side of the people and the state or on the 
side of the terrorists and their organiza-
tion. People in our country or in the world 
who make a distinction between terrorists 
based on their narrative, beliefs, identity 
or ethnicity are directly supporting ter-
rorism. The operations that our security 
forces have conducted in the region are 
primarily aimed at guaranteeing the safety 
and future of our Kurdish brothers.

Turkey does not and will not negotiate 
with the separatist terrorist organization, 
the political party it controls, the civil so-
ciety organizations that take the same line 
or the rabble calling themselves ‘academi-
cians’ who signed the recent manifesto. We 
answer only to the people. We view those 
who speak the same language as the terror-
ists as being one and the same with them.

Turkey will continue this fight until the 
last terrorist lays down his arms or is neu-
tralized and the terrorist organization is 
totally destroyed. We are not about to ask 
these so-called academicians permission 
to do this. There is no such principle in our 
law, and everyone needs to understand 
this clearly. They need to know their place. 
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We are responsible for protecting the lives 
and property of 78 million people in this 
country. This is the duty of the state. We 
perform this duty with our armed forces, 
police and volunteer village guards.

I expect you to explain these truths fully to 
your contacts in the countries where you 
are posted and to get support for our war 
on terror.

Right now, I call on our government, min-
istries and all relevant public bodies. The 
backstabbers who earn their bread from 
the state should get the punishment they 
deserve as soon as possible without de-
lay. There must be no public servant in a 
school, hospital, courtroom, police depart-
ment, in fiscal affairs, agriculture or any 
other public body who opposes the unity 
of the nation and the territorial integrity 
of the country. We absolutely will not tol-
erate such a situation. This is a sensitive 
issue for the nation and for myself. I ask all 
relevant public bodies to pay attention to 
this sensitivity.

Esteemed Friends,

I think it is very fitting that the theme of 
the Conference of Ambassadors this year 
is “Crisis Management: Humanitarian 
Solutions”. Crises are now a fact of life in 
almost every corner of the world. As a re-
sult, there is a greater need for humanitar-
ian approaches and initiatives.

Our country is working to resolve its own 
problems while also trying to take a princi-
pled approach with respect to the human-
itarian crises in our region. Our country’s 

approach to the events taking place in our 
region is different from that of other states; 
it has to be different.

We have responsibilities to our brothers with 
whom we have lived side by side for many 
centuries. We also share common values in 
terms of our history, culture and civilization. 
Therefore, the countries in our region are not 
just other states among many or other peo-
ples among all others in the world.

Our perspective regarding the region will 
never be limited to economic, military or 
geopolitical interests or current events. 
Our understanding of culture and civiliza-
tion compels us to take the same attitude 
with respect to our relations with the rest 
of the world. This is the primary reason 
why we extend our efforts as far as South 
America, Asia and Africa. I expect each 
ambassador representing Turkey to per-
form their duties diligently with this en-
thusiasm and vision.

Do not limit yourselves to bureaucratic 
missions and definitions

If you limit yourselves to bureaucratic mis-
sions and definitions, then I do not believe 
that you are doing your job right. What we 
actually want from you is for you to bring 
Turkey’s vision of history, culture and civ-
ilization to life and work towards this end. 
You are no ordinary ambassadors. You rep-
resent history; you are the heirs who will 
transpose this history into the future. To 
us, defending human values is not some 
sort of tool to disguise policy. It is the leg-
acy of our state tradition going back thou-
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sands of years and the character of our 
people. A child who is starved to skin and 
bones in Africa is like our child to us. This 
is the kind of empathy we have.

The so-called intellectuals, have you said 
anything about what is happening in Ma-
daya? Did you organize campaigns for 
that city? Did you sign any manifestos for 
them? No. We feel the pain of the innocent 
people killed in front of a bakery waiting 
for bread, in markets, schools and homes 
as a result of the attacks of terrorist organ-
izations, the regime and the states support-
ing the regime in Syria as if they are our 
own relatives.

We must understand very well the reason 
for the excitement our brothers who are 
living under difficult conditions in villag-
es and cities in the Balkans, the Cauca-
sus, the Middle East and North Africa feel 
when they see our country’s flag and hear 
its name. There is no exploitation, interest 
or belittlement here. We are simply talking 
about a sincere relationship based on the 
philosophy of “loving those who are creat-
ed for the sake of the Creator.”

Turkey’s humanitarian diplomacy and 
our accomplishments and goals cannot be 
appreciated fully and properly without in-
terpreting this historical and spiritual dy-
namic correctly. Praise Allah, today Turkey 
is one of the countries providing the great-
est official development aid in the world. 
In fact, we provide more humanitarian aid 
than any country in the world as a ratio of 
our GDP.

We outpaced the wealthiest countries in 
terms of aid

Turkey is no ordinary country.  The Turkey 
of yesteryear received aid and needed it. 
But today, we outpace the world’s wealthi-
est countries in terms of providing aid. We 
expect the international humanitarian aid 
provided by our country in 2015 to reach 5 
billion dollars. This makes us very happy. 
Praise Allah, we lived to see this day.

In the same way, Turkey is among the 
countries making the largest contribution 
to organizations like the United Nations, 
the Office for the Coordination of Human-
itarian Affairs, the World Food Program 
and the Development Fund. The Turkish 
Cooperation and Coordination Agency 
(TİKA), the Disaster and Emergency Man-
agement Presidency (AFAD), the Red Cres-
cent and all other relevant public bodies 
can respond to humanitarian crises in any 
corner of the world, especially in the event 
of natural disasters.

We are conducting these efforts with an 
inclusive approach without making any 
discrimination based on the identity, reli-
gion or sect of the people we are helping. 
We will resolutely maintain this principled 
approach in order to find sustainable solu-
tions to the problems facing mankind. In 
this context, we will continue to make calls 
for reforming the United Nations, espe-
cially the Security Council, so that it has a 
more inclusive and effective structure.

Take note of the fact that our objection about 
“The world is bigger than 5” is not solely our 
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concern but that of many of the countries in 
the United Nations. Acting as the voice and 
conscience of mankind is not going to hurt 
Turkey; to the contrary, it will make us more 
powerful and enhance our reputation. I also 
think that our mediation for peace initiatives 
that contribute to the peaceful resolution of 
disputes is very important.

We must not neglect the work of the Alli-
ance of Civilizations. I consider the work of 
this alliance, which we founded, as being 
an important means for the resolution of 
current problems and issues. We must also 
look for ways to use the Global Counterter-
rorism Forum, which we co-chair, as an ef-
fective platform for global cooperation in 
this area. Our activities in the internation-
al arena are a manifestation of our respon-
sible approach to global issues.

Our organization of the G20 Summit in 
Antalya was a huge success. At the G20, we 
emphasized the importance of economic 
growth but also the need to consider the 
problems of the least developed countries 
as part of our responsible approach to 
global issues.

I believe that we were selected to host the 
World Humanitarian Summit, which will 
be held for the first time, because of our 
effective work in humanitarian diploma-
cy. God willing, world leaders, politicians, 
academicians, opinion leaders and civil so-
ciety representatives will gather in Istanbul 
in May for this summit. I believe that this 
meeting will have historical importance in 
terms of the future mechanisms for human-
itarian aid efforts around the world.

We will also be hosting the 13th Leaders 
Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation in April. This summit, which 
is held at a time when the Muslim world 
is facing very serious challenges, is criti-
cal in terms of our nation’s historical and 
humanitarian responsibilities. I expect all 
relevant public bodies and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs staff in particular to work 
diligently for the success of this summit.

Distinguished Ambassadors,

In 2015, there has been a worsening of the 
crises in our region. The great hopes that 
resulted from popular movements that be-
gan in 2010 in North Africa and the Middle 
East, for the most part, gave way to pain, 
war and chaos. The five-year-long crisis in 
Syria has made this country a focal point 
with respect to the threats against the safe-
ty and security of the region and the world.

The terrorist organizations on one hand 
and the regime and certain countries sup-
porting that regime on the other hand are 
persecuting the Syrian people. The immi-
gration crisis stretching from the shores of 
the Mediterranean to Europe is resulting 
in horrible images that break our hearts.

We also observe that dangerous trends 
such as xenophobia, racism and Islamo-
phobia are gaining ground in Europe, in 
part as a result of the ongoing economic 
crisis. At the same time, political discourse 
provoking animosity against migrants 
has a direct effect on our Turkish broth-
ers living in Europe. The fact that those in 
world politics or others who try to influ-
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ence world politics are saying, ‘We do not 
want Muslims here. We will prevent Mus-
lims from entering’ is significant because 
it shows their view of humanity and how 
they treat individual human beings.

Russia was invited to Syria, but who 
invited them to Georgia and Ukraine?

The steps that Russia has taken both in 
Syria and in Ukraine cause serious prob-
lems in our relations with that country. 
They were apparently invited to Syria, but 
then we must ask the following question: 
“Did you enter Georgia because you were 
invited? Did you enter Ukraine because 
you were invited?” These questions must 
be answered. The unlawful annexation of 
Crimea and the pressure exerted on our 
kin in Crimea have created a new and un-
stable situation to our north. The Russian 
operations in this region that are carried 
out on the pretense of fighting terrorism in 
Syria are in fact aimed at propping up the 
Assad regime and only serve to further ag-
gravate the situation in the region.

Russia is not fighting against Daesh. On the 
contrary, Russia is preparing the ground 
for a boutique-style Syrian state in and 
around Latakia. Russia is also hitting our 
kin, our Turkoman brothers, in that region.

In this context, the plane incident is not 
the reason but an excuse for what Russia 
has inflicted on its relations with our coun-
try. This dangerous action by Russia is a 
huge problem not only for Russia but for 
the region and the world.

Iran wants to expand its sectarian sphere 
of influence 

On the other hand, we see that Iran is try-
ing to use developments in Syria, Iraq and 
Yemen as a means of expanding its sphere 
of influence. By transforming sectarian dif-
ferences into conflict, Iran is trying to light 
a fuse on a new and dangerous process. 
Iran’s intentional escalation of tensions 
with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf countries 
is part of this strategy. There is no doubt 
that we can expand this list of problems. 
However, the important thing is to take a 
firm position in the face of the problems 
and crises that confront us.

Forty-seven people were executed in Saudi 
Arabia. Capital punishment has not been 
abolished in Saudi Arabia, America, China, 
Russia or Iran. In that case, we have to ask 
some questions. One person who is alleged 
to be an Ayatollah and three Shiites were ex-
ecuted along with 43 Sunnis who allegedly 
had connections with Al-Qaeda. This was 
the reason. There are also executions in Iran. 
What about them? Those who are executed 
have families and people who defend them 
as well. How do we put this into context? 
Turkey has no such problem. So they need to 
find answers to these issues by themselves.

We must play a more effective role in in-
ternational political processes by basing 
our foreign policies on a humanitarian 
perspective and on more comprehensive 
strategies. I believe that 2016 will be a pro-
ductive year in this regard.

Esteemed Friends,
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There are very important issues facing us 
as a country. We must observe these issues 
and try to achieve results on a global level. 
At the top of this list are the increasingly 
frequent operations of the separatist ter-
rorist organization in the international 
arena, the battle we are waging against the 
parallel state and the continuing Armeni-
an allegations. In fact, all of these issues 
are becoming interrelated and interlinked. 
The atrocious claims that Turkey supports 
terrorist groups or has problems with de-
mocracy, freedom of the press and the rule 
of law are always made by the same circles.

You must closely monitor all activities of 
the parallel organization

The parallel state organization in particu-
lar trumps other attempts to the point of 
being genuinely treacherous. We know 
that this organization and people associat-
ed with it are behind a significant number 
of the news stories against our country in 
the international media. I would like to 
take this opportunity to reiterate our re-
solve with respect to our efforts to fight the 
parallel state in Turkey.

Our National Security Council has de-
clared the parallel state structure a terror-
ist organization working against the inter-
ests of our country. We will not show the 
least bit of tolerance for this network of 
evil whose activities are being monitored. 
I believe that, as our esteemed ambassa-
dors, you are closely following all activities 
of this organization in the countries where 

you serve and making necessary inter-
ventions without delay. Rest assured that 
as president, I will always support you in 
your efforts, which are closely monitored 
by our ministry.

In addition, it is just as important to re-
pair the damage done by the parallel state 
organization as it is to fight it. Do not for-
get, my dear friends, that the schools es-
tablished by this organization and their 
business relations are not theirs to keep. It 
was all made possible by the resources of 
this country and its people in the form of 
zakat, charity or aid. Therefore, instead of 
destroying them, we must make sure that 
we return these assets to their real owners, 
which is our country and its people.

On the subject of schools: the establish-
ment of the Maarif Foundation initiated 
by the Ministry of National Education is 
running behind schedule due to the back-
to-back elections we held recently. Some 
foundations are ready to provide similar 
services in this regard. The law that will al-
low for these efforts to go forward must be 
enacted as soon as possible.

In addition to these efforts, the schools pri-
marily in Africa, the Balkans and the Cau-
casus that appear to be part of the parallel 
state organization, but which, in reality, 
belong to the people must be in our focus. 
If necessary, the Maarif foundation can 
establish new schools or other non-gov-
ernmental organizations may be encour-
aged to make use of the existing potential 
in this area. I am particularly asking our 
government and the Ministry of National 
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Education to prioritize this issue. After the 
necessary regulations are in place, I hope 
that this issue will be quickly resolved with 
your efforts and support as ambassadors.

We must maintain the same focus with 
regard to commercial relations. We must 
take back the commercial gains that they 
made in trade with the help of the offices 
of our counsellors for commercial affairs 
and semi-official bodies such as the For-
eign Economic Relations Board (DEİK) 
and the Turkish Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges (TOBB). This coun-
try and its people have no resources, assets 
or values to waste. What we need to do is 
retake this potential for our state and na-
tion by rescuing it from the grasp of this 
parallel state organization. I believe that 
our ambassadors will approach the issue 
of trade relations with this sensitivity.

I would like to say once again that the dis-
tinction here is very important. We will 
pursue the parallel state organization with 
all our power and resources, but we will not 
allow the potential which already belongs 
to the people to be wasted. In my opinion, 
ambassadors who are able to achieve both 
of these goals will be our most successful 
ambassadors.

Esteemed Friends,

You are the people who know, see and ex-
perience the global results of the progress 
that Turkey has made in the last 13 years. 
As our international influence grows, the 
nature and magnitude of the problems we 
encounter change. Therefore, it is impera-

tive that our ambassadors are skilled, wise 
and hard working.

What has taken place in the first days of 
2016 suggest that this year will be a busy 
one as well. The challenges that we will 
face in the near future will be just as com-
plex as the ones we left behind and maybe 
even more difficult. It is not easy to deal 
with multiple crises, monitor so many 
developments and, at the same time, take 
constructive steps.

However, I have full confidence in you. I 
have faith in you. I follow with satisfaction 
your dedication and hard work as the for-
eign affairs community. This year, I expect 
you to work with greater dedication, re-
solve and motivation to achieve even more 
efficient and productive results. God will-
ing, we will achieve a lot for Turkey.

It is with these sentiments that I extend my 
respects to all of you once again and hope 
that your conference is a success. All the 
best. 
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Honorable President of the Commission 
and Esteemed Members, Distinguished 
Guests:

I greet you all with respect and affection. 
On the occasion of my visit to Chile, I am 
delighted to visit the United Nations Com-
mission for Latin America and the Carib-
bean (ECLAC) and to be here with you. 

Since its founding in 1948, ECLAC has 
made very important contributions to in-
dustrialization and growth in the region 
with the strategies it formulated to en-
hance development in Latin America. 

For the last 10 years, Turkey has been im-
plementing a comprehensive outreach 
strategy for Latin America and the Car-

We Cannot Accept A Policy That 
Allows The Entry of Capital But 

Closes The Door On Suffering People

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
Conference (ECLAC) | Santiago, Chile | February 1, 2016 
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ibbean. We are working to maximize our 
relations with countries in the region in 
all areas and to establish institutional re-
lations with regional organizations. The 
number of Turkish diplomatic missions in 
Latin America and the Caribbean region, 
which was six in 2009, has now risen to 
13. However, we do not believe that this is 
sufficient. We will continue to increase the 
number of our embassies. Most recently, 
we opened our embassy in Guatemala last 
year. We are considering the opening of 
new missions in the region soon.

Our trade volume with the region was ap-
proximately 1.5 billion dollars in 2003. 
This figure rose sixfold to reach 9 billion 
dollars in 2014. We do not consider this 
volume to be sufficient in light of the po-
tential of the region and our country. The 
way to improve our economic relations 
even further is to conclude free trade 
agreements. Right now, our country has 
a free trade agreement only with Chile. 
We would like to enhance trade by sign-
ing similar agreements with other coun-
tries. We are working on concluding these 
agreements with Ecuador, Mexico, Colom-
bia and other countries. We established 
strategic relations with Mexico and Brazil 
in this region and raised our trade volume 
with these countries to more than 1 billion 
dollars.

As part of our outreach strategy, our coun-
try also has observer status in the Organ-
ization of American States, Association of 
Caribbean States, the Pacific Alliance and 
the Central American Integration System. 

In addition, we established political con-
sultation and cooperation mechanisms 
with MERCOSUR and ECLAC. 

As the world’s 17th largest economy and a 
member of the G20 and the OECD, Turkey 
is a rising star with its democracy, qual-
ified workforce, geographical location, 
large business market and developing in-
frastructure. Turkey successfully carried 
out major accomplishments in the last 10 
years with an average annual growth rate 
of 5 percent. Likewise, we were able to 
achieve 4.1 percent growth in 2015 at a 
time of economic crises around the world. 

Our country’s ECLAC membership appli-
cation has been sent to the secretariat. We 
discussed this issue with the honorable 
president. Our application is an expression 
of Turkey’s desire to deepen our coopera-
tion on global problems with Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean region. 

There can be no peace in a world where 
might is right

Distinguished President, Esteemed Members, 

Although there are times when certain 
regional issues take prominence on our 
agenda, we also have very important issues 
in common which we have to jointly deal 
with. Some of these challenges are due to 
the fact that the process of transformation 
that began after the end of the Cold War 
is not complete, while others arise because 
the global balance of power has yet to ad-
just to the shifting of economic influence 
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to the Asia Pacific region. There are also oth-
er problems such as economic uncertainty, 
income inequality, poverty, environmental 
problems, youth unemployment, epidemic 
disease and social exclusion. They, in turn, 
trigger other problems such as increasing 
irregular migration, terrorism, racism and 
xenophobia. No country can afford to ig-
nore these problems and take the “let sleep-
ing dogs lie” attitude. Seeking solutions and 
contributing to the work of regional and 
international agencies are a moral and con-
scientious responsibility for every country 
in the face of these challenges. 

Turkey is located closest to these prob-
lems and the resulting tragedies. In other 
words, we have first-hand experience with 
respect to these problems. We know what 
is going on. It is not like watching a game 
from the stands. We live in the midst of it. 
We see what is happening. As a responsible 
member of the international community, 
Turkey is fighting these challenges while 
trying to overcome the unfavorable conse-
quences that inevitably occur. Oppressive 
regimes that ignore the rightful demands 
of their citizens for democracy are a threat 
to stability not only in our region, but in 
the world. In a world where might is right, 
one cannot speak of peace. We believe in a 
world where right is might. This is what we 
are fighting for. The tragic consequences of 
the crisis in Syria, which may be geograph-
ically distant from the rest of the world but 
close to everyone in terms of its humani-
tarian impact, are getting worse with each 
passing day. 

The Damascus regime has employed vi-
olence and terror against its own people 
since March 2011. How many people have 
died in Syria? 400,000. How were they 
killed? With conventional weapons, ex-
cept for the 1,500-2,000 killed with chem-
ical weapons. The world focuses on those 
killed with chemical weapons but ignores 
those killed with conventional weapons. At 
the end of the day, people are dead. It does 
not matter what weapon was used. It is still 
a crime against humanity. 

In the past, Turkey warned the Damascus 
regime dozens of times that it had to listen 
to the demands of its people for democracy 
and enact necessary reforms. However, the 
Assad regime refused to heed our warnings 
and continues to escalate the war it started 
against the civilian population with bar-
rel bombs, ballistic missiles and chemical 
weapons. Who is supporting him now? 
Russia and Iran. They are waging war to-
gether and killing people. 

We spent 9 billion dollars on 2.5 million 
Syrian brothers

The humanitarian crisis in Syria resulted 
in a significant flow of refugees. Accord-
ing to figures from the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
I am speaking here as president of the 
country hosting the largest number of ref-
ugees in the world. I believe that there are 
important contributions that Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean can make in the 
international arena in terms of resolving 
this critical issue. Even though the refugee 
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crisis appears to be regional, it is actually 
a global problem. The European countries 
who were watching the events from a dis-
tance yesterday are now acutely experienc-
ing the refugee crisis in their midst. Now 
they say, ‘We do not want them.’ Well, what 
is Turkey going to do with the 2.5 million 
people who have taken refuge with us? We 
are not receiving any financial support ei-
ther. To date, Turkey received 420 million 
dollars from the international community, 
but we spent more than 9 billion dollars so 
far. I can tell you frankly that Turkey does 
not expect to receive much support. 

Turkey did not close its doors on anyone. 
It opened its borders to whoever came, re-
gardless of their race, religion or language. 
Why? Because they are human beings, and 
they were fleeing, young and old alike, 
from bombing. We could not close our bor-
ders to people fleeing bombs, so we opened 
them. We set up tent cities and container 
cities. The Red Crescent and the Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presiden-
cy (AFAD) rushed to help the refugees. 
We provided our Syrian brothers with 
everything they needed: education, health-
care and clothing. In this respect, mankind 
as a whole has a shared responsibility to 
help resolve this crisis. 

Peace and stability must prevail around 
the world to achieve global development. If 
the international community cannot find a 
solution to this humanitarian crisis, the le-
gitimacy of global development efforts will 
be questioned by people of conscience. To-
day, it is us. Tomorrow, it will be someone 

else. It is impossible to discuss economic 
developments while innocent people are 
being killed en masse. 

We cannot accept a policy that allows the 
entry of capital, goods and energy but clos-
es the door on suffering people. Therefore, 
we made it a priority to include the refu-
gee crisis on the G20 agenda during our 
presidency of the G20 last year. The cur-
rent situation proves once again that glob-
al challenges can only be solved by global 
solutions. As a case in point, security meas-
ures and closed borders do not stop the 
flow of refugees and migrants. Is Germany 
poorer than we are? Is France poorer than 
we are? Are the Netherlands and Belgium 
poorer than we are? Yet, these countries 
close their borders, while we do the exact 
opposite and open ours. Why? There is no 
other way we can respond to people fleeing 
the bombs dropped on them. We opened 
our borders and our hearts. We are hosting 
our Syrian brothers right now. The journey 
that they take at great risk to their lives is 
clearly a reflection of their desperation. 

I recommended the creation of a safe 
zone in Syria, but there was no response

Last year, United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Mr. (Antonio) Guterres 
was our guest. He visited the camps. When 
he addressed my brothers in the camps 
that day, he said, “I have never seen such 
a wonderful camp anywhere in the world.” 
I wish we had the resources to convert all 
camps into container camps. 
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In addition to our ongoing efforts, I also 
spoke with Mr. Obama, Mr. Putin and the 
leaders of European Union member coun-
tries at the G20 meeting. 

Here is what I proposed to all of them. 

“Let us establish a city in Northern Syria. 
Turkey is skilled in construction. If donors 
can be found, we can build housing over 
there. Let us build housing for the refu-
gees in Turkey as well as the refugees in 
Syria.” But two things are very important 
to achieve this. First, there must be an area 
cleared from terrorists. This is already the 
case. Second, a no-fly zone has to be de-
clared.

They asked us what we would do. I said, 
“We will build infrastructure, schools and 
hospitals. We will provide them with op-
portunities to work. These people will have 
more peace then.” All leaders said, ‘This is 
wonderful,’ but we are still waiting for an 
answer. We can complete this project in 1.5 
years at the most. 

The international community cannot be 
content with security measures and tem-
porary emergency aid that only save face. 
Realistic solutions must be created through 
robust cooperation and by sharing the bur-
den and responsibility. Currently, 12 million 
people are displaced in Syria, which is equiv-
alent to half of the population. Five million 
of them left the country. Half of these refu-
gees are in Turkey, while the others are in 
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. There are also 
refugees who left Iraq due to the instability 

in that country and they are living in Tur-
key as well. They are about 300,000. We 
have provided every means to our brothers. 
We did not discriminate based on whether 
they are Yazidis, Christians or Muslims. We 
embraced them all. Our actions are guided 
by concern for mankind. 

A lot of effort goes into dealing with irreg-
ular migration. Currently, we are engaged 
in doing that. Do you know how many ref-
ugees we rescued from drowning at sea 
just in 2015 and brought to our country? 
About 90,000. Our Coast Guard boats res-
cued our brothers and then we sent them 
to their countries. But some people are un-
fortunately punching holes in boats and 
leaving them to die. We expect the interna-
tional community to support our efforts re-
garding the refugees and genuinely share 
the burden. We concluded an agreement 
with the European Union about migration, 
but we have yet to see concrete results. 

To be honest, the Syrian refugee crisis is 
just the tip of the iceberg. Migration and 
the refugee situation in Africa, the Gulf of 
Aden and Eastern Europe have the poten-
tial to grow worse with each passing day. 
Some countries exclude refugees and close 
their borders to them because of religious 
and ethnic differences. Associating terror-
ism with a religion and excluding people 
who are fleeing terrorism and oppression 
for freedom due to their beliefs and ethnic-
ity only serve terrorist organizations and 
marginal groups. We are calling on every-
one to be careful and vigilant in their ac-
tions in this regard. 
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Turkey is the most generous country in 
the world in terms of aid as a ratio of GDP

Turkey has a strong tradition of humani-
tarian assistance. Throughout history, we 
helped, at every opportunity, those who 
were suffering, in need or who requested 
our assistance. Furthermore, we provided 
this assistance without discriminating on 
the basis of religion, ethnicity or any oth-
er reason because we have purely human-
itarian reasons. Today, we are engaged in 
humanitarian aid operations around the 
world for the very same reasons. Three 
countries lead the world in global human-
itarian assistance. Do you know who they 
are? The United States, the United King-
dom and Turkey. As a percentage of GDP, 
Turkey leads the world in humanitarian 
aid. As of the end of 2014, we provided 4.5 
billion dollars in humanitarian aid. This 
does not include what we spent on our Syr-
ian brothers.

We will be hosting the United Nations 
World Humanitarian Summit in Istan-
bul on May 23-24, 2016. I spoke with the 
honorable president about this today. Our 
country was chosen for the summit be-
cause our humanitarian aid efforts have 
been recognized around the world. Presi-
dent Michelle Bachelet promised she will 
be in Istanbul and share the atmosphere 
with us. Heads of state and government 
will meet at the summit with civil society 
organizations, the private sector, the ac-
ademic community, the press and youth 
representatives as we try to find answers to 
the questions about reforming the human-

itarian aid system. Turkey will continue to 
extend a helping hand to those in need be-
cause we are keenly aware of our humani-
tarian and moral obligations. 

Distinguished President, Esteemed Mem-
bers, 

Terrorism is one of the biggest obstacles to 
global peace and stability. Turkey has first-
hand experience about the nature of this 
problem and its consequences for coun-
tries and mankind. We have approximate-
ly 35 years of experience with terrorism. It 
is something we understand very well. We 
believe that the war on terror can only suc-
ceed with sincere cooperation and solidar-
ity on a global level. It would be immoral 
to say, ‘Let everyone deal with their own 
problems.’ 

We have done our part and will continue 
to do so in the context of international co-
operation on counterterrorism. On the oth-
er hand, the world rises up in indignation 
when there is a terrorist attack in a Euro-
pean country, but it sits back and watches 
when the same thing happens in Ankara, 
Istanbul, Gaziantep or Suruç in Turkey. 
Why? We must answer this question. After 
all, our country has been co-chairing the 
Global Counterterrorism Forum with the 
United States since its foundation. 

Fighting all terrorist groups without 
making any distinction

One of the most important principles in the 
war on terror is that we must fight against 
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all terrorist groups without making any 
distinction. You cannot call one terrorist 
group good and another one bad. Daesh is 
a terrorist group. In the fight against Daesh, 
some say that group X is fighting against 
Daesh, so it is good, but group Y has oth-
er aims, so it is not good. This is not right. 
They are all terrorist groups. You cannot 
make any distinction between them. For 
example, the United States and Europe 
declared the PKK a terrorist organization. 
Then you see that the PYD, which is acting 
in concert with the PKK, is provided weap-
ons because it is fighting against Daesh. 
I will name the terrorist groups; we treat 
terrorist organizations like the PKK, PYD, 
YPG and DHKP-C in the same way. We 
expect other countries to adopt the same 
determination in fighting against these 
groups because terrorism does not have a 
religion, nation or race. It cannot. 

First of all, Islam is the religion of peace. 
Those who associate Islam with terror-
ism must know that they are encouraging 
and supporting the terrorist groups that 
owe their existence to the exploitation of 
religion. Let me be very clear; Islam is de-
rived from the Arabic word salam. In oth-
er words, it is derived from the word for 
peace. Islam does not tolerate terrorism. 
This is something you must understand. 

Secondly, no one can use the words terror-
ism and Islam together. 

Thirdly, Daesh is a terrorist organization 
and has no connection whatsoever with Is-
lam. On the contrary, what Daesh is doing 

is hurting Islam. This organization is an 
enemy of Islam. 

I would like to reiterate what I said at the 
G20. Associating terrorism with members 
of certain religious or ethnic groups only 
serves to strengthen movements such as 
xenophobia or racism, which are a dis-
grace to humanity. All countries must co-
operate more closely in this regard. When 
I was prime minister, I had a meeting with 
my Spanish counterpart Mr. (José Luis 
Rodríguez) Zapatero in 2005, and we de-
cided to launch the Alliance of Civiliza-
tions. Today, 118 countries are members of 
the Friends of the Alliance of Civilizations 
Group working under the United Nations 
umbrella. There are 26 international or-
ganizations which are also part of this plat-
form.

The Mediation for Peace Initiative that 
Turkey launched with Finland under the 
auspices of the United Nations, where 
we serve as the co-chair of the Group of 
Friends, is another important ongoing ef-
fort. We are determined to continue and 
increase our efforts to ensure peace and 
stability in the world. 

It is with these thoughts that I once again 
would like to extend my gratitude to you 
all and the people of Chile for your sincere 
hospitality. I salute you all with respect and 
affection. And my last word to you is “gra-
cias”. 
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Distinguished Friends, Esteemed Exec-
utives of the Tourism Sector, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: 

I salute you with heartfelt respect. I hope 
the Second World Tourism Forum will 
benefit our country, region and the entire 
tourism sector. 

Today, we are hosting executives and rep-
resentatives from the world’s leading or-
ganizations in the tourism sector here in 
Istanbul, the cradle of civilizations and 
the crossroads of continents. I would like 
to welcome our guests from countries 
around the world to Istanbul and Turkey 
and thank you for honoring the forum 
with your attendance. 

All Countries Must Take A 
Principled Stand Against 

Terrorism

World Tourism Forum | Istanbul | February 6, 2016 
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I know that the agenda of the forum, which 
has a high-profile attendance, addresses 
global issues and explores new areas of 
cooperation in the tourism sector. I would 
like to thank the Association of Young 
Tourism Leaders for organizing this im-
portant gathering as well as all ministries, 
municipalities, public bodies and institu-
tions contributing to the program. 

I wish the Association of Young Tourism 
Leaders, which was established in 2008 by 
young entrepreneurs to add their unique 
dynamism to the tourism sector, every suc-
cess in their work. 

I believe that the discussions that will take 
place over the next two days and the views 
about the current situation and the future 
of the tourism sector will make significant 
contributions to broadening the horizons 
of Turkish tourism and the promotion of 
our country. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to draw your attention to a source 
of great pride for our country: Istanbul has 
become a popular global destination for 
international events such as internation-
al congresses, fairs, summits and sympo-
siums. As a result of our efforts, Istanbul 
is now able to compete with destinations 
such as Barcelona, Vienna, Washington, 
Paris, London and Rome in terms of cul-
ture and conference tourism. 

God willing, Istanbul will be hosting two, 
actually three, historic summits that will 
further reinforce this status in 2016. In 
this context, we will be hosting world lead-
ers here. First, we will host the 13th Lead-

ers Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation on April 14-16 and then the 
first-ever World Humanitarian Summit on 
May 25-26 in Istanbul. We will also host 
the World Energy Congress in October. 

As you know, Istanbul is not the only Turk-
ish city where international meetings that 
meet the highest standards can be held. 
We are extending these facilities to other 
cities. Antalya used to be mainly a tourist 
attraction for its sun, sand and sea, but we 
changed this. Things have changed in the 
last 12-13 years. As you know, Antalya has 
proven itself in this regard with the G20 
Leaders Summit which was held on No-
vember 15-16, 2015. Prior to the Antalya 
Summit, there were approximately 60 
preparatory meetings, and our country or-
ganized the logistics and content for these 
meetings. Fifteen thousand delegates at-
tended these organizations held before the 
G20. The Antalya Leaders Summit was at-
tended by 10,000 people. One of the most 
important meetings before the summit 
was the G20 Tourism Ministers Meeting 
held in the same city on September 29-30. 

Hopefully, Antalya will add to its accom-
plishments with Expo 2016, which will 
open 77 days from now on April 23. Anoth-
er characteristic of the Expo 2016 is that it 
is not temporary. It is a botanical fair that 
will include gardens from every country in 
the world. Expo 2016 is a very important 
fair for our country. I visited and toured it 
two weeks ago to inspect preparations ons-
ite. Thanks to this fair, we will have a trade-
show area of 1.15 million square meters. 
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Now, when you go to Antalya, you can visit 
the botanical fair in addition to the other 
places of interest to see a wide variety of 
plants and trees. 

We successfully organized every event 
we undertook with help from tourism 
professionals

I would like to express how pleased I am 
that we successfully organized every event 
we have undertaken to date, for example 
the G20 Leaders Summit most recently. We 
made sure that all our guests left Turkey 
happy. As tourism professionals, you are 
our greatest assurance and supporter in 
these endeavors. As our courageous entre-
preneurs, you make Turkey proud because 
you love your work and, as we observe in 
this conference, you do it meticulously 
without compromising on quality.

As a leader who traveled most of the 
world, I know the state of the tourism sec-
tor everywhere. I just got back from Chile, 
Peru, Ecuador and Senegal yesterday. I 
saw the tourism sector there. Do you know 
what they are saying? ‘Your tourism is re-
ally advanced. We have a lot to learn from 
you.’ Therefore, we must increase our ef-
forts even further, and we must always col-
laborate. I believe that we can transfer a lot 
of know-how to them. We may even be able 
to make investments there. God willing, I 
believe that, with your efforts, we will hold 
both of these historic summits and the Bo-
tanical Expo in a way that showcases the 
hospitality of our people as well as the 
beauty and experience of Turkey. 

What is the best thing about tourism? It 
helps people communicate with each oth-
er. I believe that communication between 
peoples is the cornerstone of world peace. 
As the president just stated in the words 
of Yunus Emre, “Come, let us get acquaint-
ed.” How will we do this? We will travel, sit 
and talk, eat and take trips together. That is 
how we will get acquainted. 

Dear Friends, 

The World Tourism Forum is taking place 
at a very critical time. As you are well 
aware, the region where Turkey is located 
is witnessing a very painful period where 
events with epic proportions of the kind 
that occur maybe once in a century are 
taking place. Syria, Iraq and Yemen to the 
south, Ukraine to the north and Greece 
to the west are all struggling to overcome 
economic, political and social crises. At the 
same time, we see that social diseases such 
as xenophobia are on the rise in many de-
veloped countries, especially those where 
many of our citizens live. 

Due to its geographical location, historical, 
cultural and human connections, Turkey is 
one of the first countries to feel the effects 
of these crises. The problems occurring in 
these crisis regions undoubtedly impact 
not just Turkey but most of the world, espe-
cially neighboring countries and Europe. 
These crises have resulted in refugee and 
migration problems, bloody attacks by ter-
rorist organizations such as Daesh, a rise 
in racism, Islamophobia and tensions be-
tween different segments in societies. We 
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must all come to terms with these issues 
because it is not just opportunities but also 
problems that are becoming more global. 
Today, distance has no meaning due to 
new communication and transportation 
technologies, and it no longer provides in-
sulation against crises. Some of the recent 
painful experiences clearly demonstrate 
this fact. 

Turkey patiently and firmly dealt with the 
refugee crisis for five years, but look at 
what happened when it reached Europe. 
What did they do? They panicked, and 
the panic spread like a fire. Daesh, which 
turned Syria and Iraq into a bloodbath, ex-
tended its inhumane attacks from Tunisia 
and Egypt to Paris, the United States and 
many countries around the world. 

Unfortunately, some Western countries 
make the mistake of determining their po-
sition against terrorist organizations based 
on the group’s ideology and narrative. We 
have seen and experienced this ambivalent 
attitude in our decades-long struggle with 
various terrorist organizations. We have 
been fighting the PKK for 35 years, but 
we never gave up or gave in; we patiently 
waged this war internally and we contin-
ue to do so. The leaders of these terrorist 
groups, murderers with innocent blood 
on their hands and criminals wanted on 
red notices, have walked freely in Western 
countries for years in various guises. Cer-
tain countries in Europe have been hiding 
the killer of one of our leading business-
men for years. 

Terrorists are firing weapons they got 
from the West at us

Turkey’s just demands were unfortunately 
ignored. Today, we see the same attitude 
regarding the terrorist organizations in 
Syria and Iraq. The PYD’s association with 
Kandil, the ethnic cleansing by the YPG, 
terrorist attacks they engage in and their 
cooperation with the regime are complete-
ly disregarded, and such organizations are 
protected and supported. What weapons 
do we find in the hands of these terrorists? 
Western weapons. Terrorists get weap-
ons from those who say they are fighting 
against terrorist organizations. The weap-
ons seized in the most recent operations 
conducted in our country were manufac-
tured in the West.

An attempt is being made to depict this ter-
rorist organization as a respected partner 
against Daesh, despite its oppressive, fas-
cist and racist practices in the areas under 
its control. When we told our friends from 
the West, ‘Do not give them these weapons. 
This is a terrorist group’, they refused to lis-
ten and now they see the result. Have they 
managed to improve the situation? No. The 
situation is still the same. 

There is something I would like to empha-
size here again. I am comfortable doing so 
because I told them already. The real target 
of the PYD, YPG terrorist group is anyone 
who does not think like they do and will 
not submit to them. They target the locals 
and, in particular, our Kurdish brothers 
who live there, not Daesh. They have no 
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intention of leading our Kurdish brothers. 
On the contrary, they will only bring trou-
ble to our Kurdish brothers.

The grassroots of the organization do not 
make up even 10% of the Kurdish popula-
tion living in the region. Our Syrian Kurd-
ish brothers who think differently from 
this organization are paying the price with 
violence, oppression and relocation. 

When my relations with Assad were 
good, they would not even give our Kurd-
ish brothers living there a passport or an 
ID card. I told Assad then, “Kurds live in 
this country. Are they not your citizens 
too? Give them ID cards and passports.” I 
talked about it so much that they were on 
the verge of being given citizenship. Then, 
these events began spiraling out of control. 
But my Kurdish brothers who live in Koba-
ni are still unaware of these facts.

Our stance against the PYD is a reflection of 
the sentiments of the Kurdish population 
in that region. We always fought against all 
terrorist groups with determination and 
without making any distinction between 
them irrespective of their ideology or iden-
tity because we know that the fire of terror-
ism will not be confined to any border and 
that it will spill over to threaten the whole 
world. 

No country can be safe when violence is 
so widespread and terrorist groups have 
so many sympathizers and supporters. No 
one can sleep peacefully in their bed while 
hundreds of innocent people are killed 

every day, others starve and children eat 
leaves or even the bark of trees in a strug-
gle to survive. 

We must not forget that our security de-
pends on the security of Syria, Iraq, North 
Africa, Afghanistan, the Balkans, the Cau-
casus and the Black Sea. At this point, all 
countries must adopt a conscientious, 
principled, consistent and clear policy 
against terrorism. 

We broke tourism records in the last 13 
years

Esteemed Guests, 

In spite of the ring of fire around Turkey 
and the crises around the world, Turkey 
continues to move forward with confi-
dence and stability. In the last 13 years, our 
country broke many records in tourism as 
well as in every other area. The “smokeless 
industry” was only a buzzword in the past, 
but it became a reality for the first time 
during our administration. Today, tourism 
is one of Turkey’s leading sectors. 

Do you know how many foreign tourists 
visited Turkey in 2002? 13 million. At the 
end of 2015, that number rose to 36 mil-
lion 244 thousand. Revenue from tourism 
in 2002 was 8.5 billion dollars, but we in-
creased it to 34.3 billion in 2014. In 2015, 
we had 31.4 billion dollars in tourism rev-
enue. We sustained this success in 2012, 
2013, and 2014 in spite of the regional cri-
ses and various security threats. 
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Turkey’s rich tourist appeal is not just the 
Mediterranean and Aegean beaches or Is-
tanbul. All of Anatolia is like an open-air 
museum. That is how rich our heritage is. 
Every stone in our 81 provinces, every hid-
den artifact in our villages and towns bears 
witness to the ancient history of humanity 
in this area where civilizations met. Today, 
we also promote health tourism. This was 
not the case in the past, but it is coming 
now. We have culture tourism and faith 
tourism. There is a significant increase in 
golf tourism and nature sports. In addi-
tion, we also have education tourism. We 
have the potential to attract people from 
around the world in many different areas.

I believe that the trajectory of our coun-
try’s success in recent years should be ana-
lyzed carefully. During my visit abroad this 
week, I noticed that our friends there were 
closely following Turkey’s success and 
wanted to come here and speak with you 
themselves. Our accomplishments in tour-
ism did not happen on their own. A silent 
revolution and achievements in many are-
as are behind this success. 

This success was driven by the tens of 
thousands of kilometers of divided high-
way, the high-speed railways, the 55 air-
ports scattered throughout the country 
and Turkish Airlines which is now a global 
brand. When we took office, there were 26 
airports. Today, there are 55 airports. Look 
how far we’ve come. 

We achieved success in tourism despite 
crisis scenarios and doom-mongers 

There were two themes that I always fo-
cused on as prime minister. In fact, I fo-
cused on them when I was mayor of Istan-
bul too: roads and water are the essence of 
civilization. If you do not have roads, you 
cannot claim to be civilized. What makes 
you civilized? If you have roads, you are 
civilized. 

Secondly, you cannot be civilized when you 
do not have water. Can we be civilized if we 
are dirty and unkempt? Well, we were the 
ones who provided water to Istanbul when 
it ran out of water. Istanbul will not have 
a water shortage until 2040. Right now, 
there is no water shortage in Istanbul. That 
is over. Now, we have expanded this across 
Turkey. The construction and renovations 
to ensure consistent water supply in Tur-
key are currently underway because this is 
what it takes to be civilized. 

Can you say that a country is civilized if the 
air is polluted? No, you cannot. We have 
largely taken care of air pollution through-
out Turkey. Remember the days when 
people walked around Istanbul wearing 
masks. Those days are gone. Some of you 
know it because you lived it. 

Yes, we achieved success in tourism as a 
result of our growing economy despite 
the crisis scenarios and doom-mongers. In 
spite of provocations like attempted coups, 
the treason of the parallel state gangs and 
the Gezi protests, we have made it this far 
because we had the willpower necessary 
to strengthen our democracy and civilian 
control of politics. 

We extended the green movement. Do you 
know how many saplings and trees have 
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been planted throughout Turkey? It is now 
3 billion. Trees are the most important 
symbol of civilization. Most importantly, 
this success is the result of our people’s 
self-confidence and Turkey’s rising reputa-
tion in the international arena. 

As Turkey escaped the shackles around its 
ankles, it took initiatives in every area and 
rewrote history by changing its ill-fortune. 
The Turkish tourism sector was the biggest 
winner of this leap, a fact borne out by the 
numbers. It is also the most powerful sym-
bol of our success. 

In this period unlike the past, it was not just 
certain elites or capital groups who bene-
fited from these activities but SMEs, young 
entrepreneurs, small shops and interna-
tional investors; in other words, everyone. 
All 81 provinces and all 79 million citizens 
came out a winner in this process. God will-
ing, we will continue to grow and strength-
en our country in the same way and share 
the benefits of our achievements.

Our tourism potential suggests much 
greater gains than current figures 

As is the case in every other field, I do not 
consider our progress in tourism to be suf-
ficient. That is why we will continue to take 
further steps. Turkey’s tourism potential 
can result in much greater gains than cur-
rent numbers. Let me be very clear. Our po-
tential is not confined to Istanbul, Antalya, 
Ankara and Izmir; we have a lot of poten-
tial with numerous historic sites and nat-
ural beauty around the country. We must 
utilize this potential. 

There are requests received by the Invest-
ment Promotion Agency for Istanbul. 
What do they say? ‘Give us a place to build 
a hotel.’ Who is saying this? International 
capital. We cannot give international capi-
tal a place to build a hotel because Istanbul 
already has the potential to be a confer-
ence destination. Istanbul did not have a 
conference hall that could seat 3,000 peo-
ple 10-15 years ago. But now, praise Allah, 
Istanbul has all of these facilities.

I must also emphasize that we must bring 
the beauty of Van, Bitlis, Amasya, Çorum, 
Diyarbakır and Ağrı to the world’s atten-
tion as well. Why should Cizre, Silopi and 
Sur be mentioned with the barricades, 
holes and streets turned into rubble by the 
terrorist organization? Why should Diyar-
bakır, the city of science, scholarship and 
the companions of the Prophet be in the 
spotlight for its burned-out mosques, col-
lapsed schools and the treacherous attacks 
on its spiritual heritage? Why shouldn’t 
our cities in that region be destinations like 
Antalya, Muğla or Izmir, welcoming visi-
tors from around the world who arrive to 
enjoy their beautiful sights? Hakkari could 
be transformed into a very different city 
just for its mountains, flora, streams and 
kilims. The biggest obstacle is terrorism 
and the terrorist organization with blood 
on its hands. We have to ask why investors 
are not going to those provinces. Why are 
investors not going to that region? Besides 
the fact that their lives would in danger, 
they are worried that their investment will 
be burned or turned into rubble. 

Seven months ago, people were going from 
Istanbul to Van for breakfast. A shopkeep-
er in Sur was hosting visitors and custom-
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ers from every city in our country just a 
year ago. Cizre was a sparkling city until 
very recently. 

Once these operations are completed, new 
towns will, God willing, be quickly con-
structed with the plans and projects that 
will be drawn up. Our citizens who have 
fled those areas will come and live in the 
newly constructed areas.

Our Kurdish brothers scuttled the oppres-
sive, uniform, fascist mentality that the ter-
rorist organization is trying to instill in the 
region. When the terrorist organization is 
no longer a threat, the cities in the region 
will come roaring back. We know very well 
that Turkey will benefit materially and im-
materially from greater stability, security, 
peace and brotherhood as never before. 
Others know this as well and put so many 
obstacles in our path. We will succeed in 
spite of them. Rest assured, we will achieve 
our 2023 goals in spite of them. 

Dear Brothers, 

Organizations like the PKK, PYD, YPG and 
Daesh know full well that they can never 
accomplish anything with their bloody 
attacks. The Turkish army, Turkish police 
and our village guards are fighting against 
them shoulder to shoulder. 

These organizations aim to spread fear and 
hostility by inciting violence and terroriz-
ing people. They aim to scare off investors 
and condemn the people of the region to 
hunger, unemployment and poverty to 
serve the organization’s own dark ends. 
While this truth is self-evident, our media 

shows more empathy and sensitivity to the 
attack in Paris than it does to terrorist at-
tacks in our own country. Merchants suf-
fer, tourism suffers, people working in the 
tourism sector suffer and they do not care 
one bit. They are trying to pass off the sup-
port they give to the terrorists in their ar-
ticles, headlines and narrative as “opposi-
tion”. Everything we have done to date was 
done in spite of these mankurts, unthink-
ing slaves, who act like the 5th column. 
We will never allow these terrorist organ-
izations and their supporters who do their 
bidding to stop us from reaching our goals 
and maximizing our country’s potential.

We believe that if one door closes, by Al-
lah’s will, another will open. We will de-
velop Turkish tourism by joining hands, 
working together to broaden our horizons 
and engaging in new areas of business.

Dear Brothers and Friends, 

As I conclude my remarks, I would like to 
reiterate my wish for the Second World 
Tourism Forum to benefit our country, re-
gion and the entire tourism sector.

I congratulate everyone who worked to 
organize this event which aims to become 
more than the Davos of tourism, the center 
of the world tourism sector. I thank all our 
guests who travelled from abroad to enrich 
this important meeting with their ideas, 
proposals, criticisms and contributions. 
All the best. 
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Honorable President, Esteemed Executives 
from Côte d’Ivoire, Distinguished Busi-
nessmen, 

I salute you all with respect. I am delighted 
to be visiting Abidjan, this beautiful city in 
Côte d’Ivoire that is the cultural and eco-
nomic capital of West Africa. As the first 

Turkish President to visit Côte d’Ivoire, 
I would like to thank the government of 
Côte d’Ivoire and its people for the won-
derful hospitality shown to my delegation. 

I know that “akvaba”, the word that means 
welcome and has been conveyed to our 
delegation at every opportunity, is a sign 

We Have Strong Basis To 
Establish Robust Relations. Let 

Us Win Together 

Côte d’Ivoire - Turkey Business Forum 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire | February 29, 2016
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of hospitality in Côte d’Ivoire. In the short 
time that I have been here, I witnessed 
several similarities between our two coun-
tries. For example, the Abidjan Lagoon re-
sembles Istanbul’s Bosphorus. The people 
of Côte d’Ivoire are similar to the Turkish 
people in that they welcome with open 
arms those who come to their country for 
a better and more peaceful life. The broth-
erhood and culture of co-existence in your 
country, which is home to about 60 ethnic 
groups and many different faiths and an 
immigrant population of almost 30%, are 
truly exemplary. 

The first President of Côte d’Ivoire after in-
dependence, the late Boigny, said, “Dialog 
is the weapon of the strong not the weak.” I 
am delighted to see that this principle has 
been meticulously followed in Côte d’Ivo-
ire both at home and on regional and glob-
al issues. 

Esteemed Guests and Businessmen,

I believe that this Business Forum will fur-
ther strengthen the developing commercial 
and economic relations between our coun-
tries. I will be personally following the in-
crease we will soon observe in our trade vol-
ume and the investments that will come to 
Côte d’Ivoire. I would like to see the positive 
atmosphere I witnessed here reflected in 
higher volumes of trade as soon as possible. 

As you know, trade and economy only 
thrive and take root in an environment of 

peace and security. The growth of around 
8% achieved by Côte d’Ivoire in recent 
years is proof of this. The fact that Côte 
d’Ivoire ranks among the top 10 fastest 
growing countries is impressive. I congrat-
ulate both the government of Côte d’Ivoire 
and the businessmen for this accomplish-
ment. 

Trade is not just the exchange of commod-
ities and money between countries. Trade 
also makes it possible for people to get to 
know each other better. In addition to the 
natural beauty and cultural diversity, I saw 
numerous magnificent infrastructure pro-
jects, many of which you made significant 
contributions to, while touring this beau-
tiful city. Turkey supports Côte d’Ivoire in 
its development efforts and will continue 
to do so. Whether it is sharing experience 
or supporting infrastructure projects and 
development, Turkey will be there to help 
the people and the government of Côte 
d’Ivoire.

One of the most important bridges between 
the two peoples is Turkish Airlines which 
connects Istanbul with Abidjan. We want 
our friends from Côte d’Ivoire to come and 
visit our country so that they can see the 
things they have in common with the Turk-
ish people. We also want to see more peo-
ple from our country coming here to visit 
this beautiful region. Therefore, increasing 
Turkish Airlines flights to 7 days a week 
may be considered, if necessary. 
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The goal is to raise trade volume to 1 
billion dollars

Dear Friends,

I am delighted that trade volume between 
our countries has risen almost continually 
over the last 10 years in spite of the global 
crisis. In just the last year, our total trade 
rose 17.5 percent to 390 million dollars. 
Côte d’Ivoire is Turkey’s 6th largest trad-
ing partner in Sub-Saharan Africa. I was 
also delighted to learn that the number 
of businessmen coming to our Embassy 
with trade and investment plans from both 
countries has risen significantly. 

During President Alassane Ouattara’s visit 
to Turkey, we agreed on a mid-term goal of 
increasing our bilateral trade to 1 billion 
dollars. We reconfirmed this goal during 
my current visit as well. I believe that you 
have the ability to take this goal even fur-
ther. The potential between our two coun-
tries is more than adequate to achieve this.

Côte d’Ivoire is an important gateway to 
West Africa for Turkish companies through 
the ports of Abidjan and San-Pédro. The 
country also enjoys qualified human re-
sources as well as rich resources above and 
underground. In your presence, I would 
like to once again invite our businessmen 
to utilize this potential, invest in this beau-
tiful country and open branch offices.

I know that Turkish companies have in-
vested about 100 million dollars in Côte 
d’Ivoire. While the factories built in Côte 

d’Ivoire provide jobs and infrastructure 
support to the people of Côte d’Ivoire, they 
also strengthen friendly relations between 
the two countries. Turkey will support 
businessmen, who invest here, and has the 
means and the resources to encourage our 
friends from Côte d’Ivoire and all entrepre-
neurs who invest in our country. 

As the crisis that is negatively affecting 
the global economy lingers, even in devel-
oped countries, Turkey grew 4% last year, 
demonstrating its uniqueness. The amount 
of international investment made in Tur-
key last year rose 33% over the previous 
year, surpassing 16.5 billion dollars. Tur-
key’s GDP is 800 billion dollars and its ex-
ports are worth 144 billion dollars in spite 
of the recession. It hosted more than 35.5 
million tourists, kept inflation under 10% 
and has an unemployment rate of approx-
imately 10%. 

We have relations with the European Un-
ion for more 50 years. We are a founding 
member of the G20 and we play an active 
role in its work, even serving as the G20 
President last year. We aim to develop our 
relations with all important regional or-
ganizations around the world. It is possi-
ble to reach out to one billion people and 
access a significant portion of the global 
economy within a few hours flight time 
from Istanbul. 

Our glorious heritage and history provide 
us with a firm foundation for establishing 
excellent relations. We have had close his-
torical ties with North and East Africa since 
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the Ottoman Empire. Now, we are working 
to develop strong relations with all of Africa 
to build a new and common future. 

Yes, we have a long-established state tradi-
tion, but our history is not marred by co-
lonialism. What drives our interest in Afri-
ca today is the desire to take advantage of 
our potential and resources in cooperation 
with our brothers here. We view African 
countries as partners with whom we will 
develop relations based on mutual respect, 
affection and concern. Our slogan is “Let 
us win together.” I believe that the call I am 
making today will be answered in this Côte 
d’Ivoire - Turkey Business Forum meeting. 

I learned that in your culture a guest asks 
for “the road” from his host when leaving 
and that the host, in response, says, “I give 
you half of the road,” to mean that “Our 
door is always open to you.” Now, I ask you 
for the road. But I know that you will only 
give me half of the road.

I congratulate those who worked to organ-
ize this business forum and thank you for 
attending. I would like to convey my re-
spects and affection. All the best. 
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Distinguished Businessmen from the four 
corners of the world, Esteemed Guests, La-
dies and Gentlemen, 

I salute you with heartfelt respect and af-
fection. Welcome to Turkey, your home-
land, and to Istanbul, the apple of our eye.

I pray to Allah that the World Turkish En-
trepreneurs Assembly is a success and a 
blessing for you, our country and our peo-
ple.

I would like to congratulate the Chairman 
of the Foreign Economic Relations Board 

Consul Generals Come To Court. 
Who are you? What Business Do 

You Have There?

World Turkish Entrepreneurs Assembly | Istanbul | March 26, 2016
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(DEİK) and the Chairman of the World 
Turkish Business Council for organizing 
this wonderful gathering.

I attended the World Turkish Entrepre-
neurs Assembly in 2011 as Prime Minister. 
I attend this Assembly a second time today 
as President. The first assembly was attend-
ed by businessmen from 72 countries. In 
the second assembly, this figure increased 
to 90. Today, there are businessmen here 
from 95 countries. 

As the DEİK Chairman just said, with its 
diaspora of 6 million, Turkey ranks 10th 
in the world in terms of the number of 
citizens living abroad. We established our 
131st Business Council with Guinea af-
ter signing an agreement during our visit 
there a few weeks ago. Our businessmen 
are spreading across the world both from 
Turkey and other countries to create tre-
mendous power and great potential. It 
used to be that such statements and as-
sessments were frowned upon and glossed 
over. However, there is nothing at all wrong 
with spreading out across the globe. If peo-
ple had never moved around and always 
lived in the same place, there would be no 
civilization. Our holy book the Qur’an says 
that people were created from a man and a 
woman and were separated into races and 
tribes so that they could get to know one 
another better. That means we have the 
right to go anywhere in the world and live 
anywhere we want as long as we do not for-
get our principal goal as human beings. 

In recent years, significant development 
has been made in genetic research show-
ing that the origins of people living today 
in different continents and countries are 
actually quite diverse. A person living in 
Europe may have roots in Asia or the Cau-
casus while a person living in America may 
have roots in Africa or the Middle East. We 
do not even have to go that far since we 
have the same thing in our own country, 
right here in Anatolia. What does the poet 
say? 

“This country shaped like the head of a 
mare

Coming full gallop from far off Asia

To stretch into the Mediterranean

This country is ours.” 

These lands have been the cradle of many 
civilizations for thousands of years. That 
is why there is some heritage from each of 
them. The events that took place particu-
larly in the last 200 years made Anatolia a 
place of refuge, a homeland for people hail-
ing from all over the Ottoman Empire and 
the Turkic world. In every era, economic 
and commercial reasons as well as the de-
sire for a better life and living compel peo-
ple to travel around the world. There is a 
fervent desire to go to more productive, fer-
tile and prosperous places. Today, millions 
of people with these aims, both from our 
country and other societies, are spreading 
across the world.
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We host more than 3 million people who 
are not citizens of our country. A signifi-
cant number of them are, of course, our 
brothers and sisters who fled the crises in 
Syria and Iraq to take refuge with us. How-
ever, there are probably hundreds of thou-
sands of people who come to our country 
for business, to work or to build a better fu-
ture for themselves. Millions of our people 
live in Europe or other places around the 
world for the same purpose. Some of our 
people who live abroad are running busi-
nesses now. Furthermore, there has been a 
significant increase in the number of Turk-
ish entrepreneurs who moved abroad to 
start a business, make investments and en-
gage in commercial enterprises, especially 
in the last 13 years. 

Our businessmen who are pursuing 
profit around the world are ‘Modern-day 
Alperens” 

We are delighted to meet, in the countries 
that we visit, big Turkish companies as 
well as our brothers and sisters working 
as successful artisans, shopkeepers or pro-
fessionals. Recently, Turkish Cooperation 
and Coordination Agency (TİKA) used the 
term “Modern-day Alperens” to describe 
its employees. I believe that you deserve 
the same distinction. Yes, every single busi-
nessman and professional pursuing busi-
ness, profit and making a living around 
the globe is a modern-day Alperen because 
you and your businesses represent Tur-
key, its history, culture and values as well 
as our great people. Never forget that each 
of you, with your manners, lifestyle and 

ways of doing business, is an ambassador 
or a representative for our country and our 
people wherever you are. I believe that you 
represent our country and our people well 
and I thank each of you on behalf of myself 
and my people.

Dear Brothers,

A moment ago, we used the term diaspora 
to describe our citizens and people from 
our country living abroad. To be honest, 
this expression seems to me cold and de-
ficient. I do not really like it because this 
word is derived from the word “separate”. 
Separate... In other words, to separate or 
break off from one’s country and people. 
However, we are a people who remember 
our roots, history, past and values, and 
live accordingly no matter where we go or 
where we live. It has been 1,000 years since 
our ancestors came from Central Asia and, 
according to the concept of diaspora, “sep-
arated” from their country of origin. How-
ever, we still consider those regions as our 
homeland and return at every opportunity 
to embrace our brothers. Even though we 
do not live next to each other and have 
been separated for a long time, we will con-
tinue to maintain our ties of affection over 
a huge geographical area with our brothers 
with whom we share common values. For 
us; profit, career and status mean some-
thing only if they reflect our values.

I believe that each of our citizens living in 
167 countries of the world, and in large 
numbers in 19 countries, all have the same 
view of this issue. Our history is not marred 
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by colonialism; as a nation, we cannot tol-
erate such a mentality. We are really sad 
to encounter societies in various regions 
around the world who are not uncomforta-
ble with such exploitation and welcome it. 
What’s more, these are societies that have 
a history of very wealthy and enlightened 
civilizations in their past. If they had been 
able to maintain their freedom and use 
their resources for themselves, they would 
have been more advanced today. There-
fore, we will not compromise our national 
and spiritual values or our identity no mat-
ter where we live, what we do or what edu-
cation we receive. Even if you are the only 
one from Turkey in that country or one of 
hundreds, thousands or even millions, as 
is the case in Germany, I know that you will 
never forget the honor and responsibility 
of being a son of this people and nation. To 
use the words of the DEİK Chairman, I be-
lieve that each of you will act as a flower of 
courage.

352 billion lira was invested in our 
country in 2014 

Dear Brothers,

I can imagine how difficult it is for you to 
do business abroad, keep it going, be suc-
cessful and gain acceptance. Let there be 
no doubt that Turkey and Turkey’s repu-
tation and accomplishments in the inter-
national arena are your greatest source of 
support in this regard. The last 13 years is a 
success story in this respect. The Esteemed 
Minister just touched on this and I think 
it bears repeating. Turkey grew at an aver-

age annual rate of 4.8 percent from 2003 to 
2014, breaking every record in the history 
of the Republic. Last year, we managed to 
grow 4 percent in the first three quarters in 
spite of the terrorist attacks and two elec-
tions. Our annual growth rate is predicted 
to stay around that level for the year. Tur-
key is the second fastest growing economy 
among OECD countries. In 2002, 77 billion 
liras were invested in our country, but this 
rose to 352 billion in 2014. The amount 
of foreign direct investment that came to 
Turkey in the last 13 years is 165 billion 
dollars. Just last year, 16.5 billion dollars 
of foreign investment came to Turkey. At 
one point, the numbers were as high as 
22 billion dollars annually. Per capita in-
come in Turkey rose from 3,500 dollars to 
10,500 dollars in the same period. In Feb-
ruary of 2015, 5,400 new companies were 
founded in Turkey and 1,000 ceased their 
operations. Do you know how many com-
panies were established in the same month 
this year? 6,300. The number of companies 
that ceased operations was 780.

There may be some who may try to distort 
what is happening, but we will mind our 
own business and continue down this path 
with determination. Last year, we broke a 
record in automobile sales with 726,000 
vehicles sold. We have similar sales figures 
this year as well. The rising trend in the 
sale of consumer durables such as refriger-
ators and washing machines is maintained. 
Aren’t these indications of the level of pros-
perity? Our exports suffered a setback due 
to a combination of some negative devel-
opments. There are strong indicators that 
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the worst is behind us in this area and that 
exports will start to grow again. In tour-
ism, we are also going through a difficult 
period due to ongoing events. There will be 
new markets in this area as well and, God 
willing, we will quickly recoup our losses.

Due to falling oil prices and declining im-
ports, we made positive progress regarding 
the current account deficit which was con-
sidered the biggest problem in the economy 
in recent years. Inflation continues to re-
main under 10%. Even though employment 
rose by approximately 700,000 last year, 
there is still an increase in the overall unem-
ployment rate because of the high number 
of people entering the workforce. General 
data about unemployment actually indicate 
that there is positive progress. Our budget 
performance is better than 23 European 
Union countries. We hope that in 2016 Tur-
key will quickly complete its preparations 
for economic recovery to achieve a strong 
new growth trend. Let it be understood that 
terrorism, regional problems or the powers 
who would like to hinder our country’s pro-
gress will not be able to stop us from reach-
ing our 2023 goals.

On the other hand, we must do our part 
by shifting to high technology produc-
tion, increasing financing opportunities 
for foreign trade, finding new markets and 
becoming more competitive. We always 
supported our entrepreneurs and busi-
nessmen in these efforts and will continue 
to do so.

Turkey will resolutely march towards its 
2023 goals

Dear Brothers,

We know very well that one of the reasons 
for the challenges we face today is Turkey’s 
resolute march towards its 2023 goals and 
the concerns that this raises. As you know, 
we encountered tons of problems that 
arose unreasonably, illogically and against 
the normal course of events as soon as we 
said “New Turkey” and “Strong Turkey”.

For the love of God, I ask you, is there any 
logical explanation for the uprising ini-
tiated by the terrorist organization in the 
towns on Turkey’s southern border? Is it 
possible to view these acts, which first and 
foremost cause difficulty and harm to our 
people living in the area, part of the normal 
course of life? We are building roads and 
they come and threaten contractors in the 
area. We are building an airport and they 
carry out a mortar attack there. Who are 
we doing these things for? For our Kurdish 
brothers living there. How can these ter-
rorists be so unscrupulous? They are crea-
tures who do not know what it means to be 
human. Is it possible that these so-called 
academicians who praise these terrorists 
learned anything from science? What does 
the poet say? 

“Wisdom means knowing 

Wisdom is knowing oneself 

If you do not know yourself 

It doesn’t matter how much you’ve stud-
ied” 
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Well, that is the kind of people they are. 
Their studies did not do much good.

In the same way, how can we explain the 
sudden shift in the developments regard-
ing Syria only with the dynamics of the re-
gion? One has to be blind not to see through 
the pretense played out over Daesh to dis-
guise the underlying objectives and inten-
tions. Obviously, those who embrace and 
protect the separatist terrorist group do 
not care about the pathetic terrorists they 
embrace. Turkey waits to become a mem-
ber of the European Union since 1959, but 
we understand very well that criteria have 
nothing to do with membership to the Eu-
ropean Union, especially if we consider the 
members of the EU in the last 10 years.

A well-known reporter was on trial yester-
day and it is very important to note who 
came to the trial. Consul Generals serving 
in Istanbul came to the courtroom. Who 
are you? What business do you have there? 
I mean, diplomacy has its own etiquette. 
This is not their country. This is Turkey. 
They can operate in their consulate build-
ing or on consulate grounds. Anything else 
is subject to permission. But, these people 
are crossing a line if they think they can 
put on a show of force in this country.

Esteemed Friends,

These developments are important in 
terms of demonstrating the type of intrigue 
we are dealing with. We see what side these 
people who constantly talk about democ-
racy, human rights, freedom and elections 

take when they are faced with a choice be-
tween coup leaders and those who come to 
power with the support of the people. We 
also witness how a people demanding their 
freedom against a tyrant who killed half-a-
million innocent people were abandoned 
to their fate and, what’s worse, how they 
are bombed. On the refugee issue that is so 
critical for Turkey, Europe did not hesitate 
to turn its back on all of the values that it 
defends for the sake of its own security and 
prosperity.

We will embrace and pass down our 
history, culture and values

It is impossible not to deplore those who 
try to keep the fire at a distance outside 
their borders instead of opposing all ter-
rorist organizations by taking a principled 
stance. There is a moral lesson in all this.

Against this background, we will stay true 
to ourselves. We will embrace and pass 
down our history, culture and values both 
as a country and as individuals. If we do 
not do so, we will disappear like so many 
societies and civilizations in the past. I al-
ways say that Anatolia is the cradle of civi-
lizations and peoples. But at the same time, 
Anatolia is a graveyard of civilizations and 
peoples. The region we call home is truly 
beautiful, alluring, fertile and very valu-
able. But these same characteristics also 
make it vulnerable to threats, dangers and 
attacks. In order to live in this beautiful 
but challenging region and make progress 
towards our goals, we must keep our na-
tional unity and solidarity strong. That is 
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why I always say, ‘One nation, one flag, one 
homeland and one state.” This is not a slo-
gan; these are the four cornerstones of our 
existence. 

Dear Brothers,

We have to realize that there are two im-
portant types of title deeds: lands and 
plots. If land has been zoned, it becomes a 
plot. Otherwise, it is just a field, undevel-
oped land. In the same way, soil is just dirt, 
but if this soil is soaked with the blood of 
martyrs, it becomes our homeland. That is 
the difference. This is how land becomes 
homeland.

There cannot be a state within a state, a 
parallel state, or a state of any other kind. 
There is no such state in this country. There 
is a single state. That is the State of the Re-
public of Turkey.

We will march ahead with those who ac-
cept this truth. May Allah be with you as 
you win recognition for your success with 
your hard work, the sweat of your brow, 
your experience and your skill around the 
world.

May Allah grant our country which has 
become a common target for all terrorist 
groups the strength, might and determina-
tion to overcome these problems.

I pray that Allah will have mercy on our 
martyrs and heal our veterans. Remember 
the beautiful saying of Ziya Pasha. “Faith-
fulness is what makes a man and God will 

help the righteous even in trouble.” Yes, we 
will not forsake loyalty to our values, our 
country and people because we know that 
the grace of Allah is with us no matter what 
we encounter.

I would like to once again express my hope 
that the World Turkish Entrepreneurs As-
sembly brings good tidings to you all. I ex-
tend my greetings, respects and wishes for 
success to all our esteemed entrepreneurs 
from around the world. I salute you all 
with respect and affection.

All the best. 
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Distinguished Heads of State and Govern-
ment, Honorable Secretary General, Es-
teemed Heads of Delegation, Dear Guests 
and Brothers, 

I salute you with heartfelt affection and re-
spect. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh.

Welcome to Turkey and Istanbul. I would 
like to say that I am delighted to be hosting 
you as guests in our country on the occa-
sion of the 13th Islamic Summit of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation.

As Islamic Countries, We Must 
Find Our Own Solution To 

Terrorism 

Opening of the 13th Islamic Summit of the Organization of  
Islamic Cooperation | Istanbul | April 14, 2016 
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At the beginning of my remarks, I would 
like to thank Egypt, the President of the 
12th Islamic Summit, for their efforts and 
activities. I would also like to take this oc-
casion to express my thanks to Indonesia 
which hosted the 5th Extraordinary Sum-
mit of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation on ‘Palestine and Jerusalem’ which 
took place on March 6-7, 2016. 

I pray to Allah that this summit shall con-
tribute to the peace, security and prosperi-
ty of all Muslims and mankind around the 
world and to a bright future. These prayers 
and wishes are especially important in 
these challenging times. We must work 
swiftly to reach a common understanding 
on the themes of this summit – justice and 
peace – and agree on concrete steps because 
the cries of sufferers and the oppressed 
grow louder while heartbreaking images of 
the victims are streaming in from around 
the world. Unfortunately, the overwhelm-
ing majority of these calls for help and the 
images are those of Muslims. I believe that 
the Muslim world looks to Istanbul, to this 
summit, and awaits good news.

Dear Brothers,

As Muslims, the main problem that we 
must overcome is seditious sectarianism 
and racism. As I always say, my religion 
is not Sunni or Shiite but Islam. Just like 
my 1.7 billion brothers, I am only a Mus-
lim. All other differences are subordinate 
to my faith. If, as Muslims, we do not heed 
the words of the Prophet in his farewell ad-
dress where he said, “A Muslim is a Mus-
lim’s brother. The blood or property of a 

brother is forbidden to a Muslim.”, believe 
me when I say that the suffering we ob-
serve now will never go away.

Terrorist organizations who are attacking 
the innocent, taking their lives and looting 
their property every day, supposedly in the 
name of Islam, cannot represent our holy 
religion because our religion is a religion 
of peace. Our Prophet is an ambassador of 
peace. Allah commands justice, goodness, 
righteousness and charity, and forbids evil, 
injustice and wickedness. Those who clear-
ly violate these commands cannot act in 
the name of Islam or be beneficial to Mus-
lims.

The more we oppose each other as Mus-
lims and Muslim countries, the more trou-
ble will befall those innocents who place 
their hopes in us. It does not behoove us 
to commit such folly. Therefore, we must 
support unity, not divisiveness. We must 
strengthen alliances not discord, love and 
not hostility.

We must multiply our friends and 
reduce the number of our enemies

It is only Muslims and the Muslim coun-
tries who suffer from the conflicts, strug-
gles and hostilities taking place. We must 
multiply our friends and reduce the num-
ber of our enemies. We must remember 
that we are Muslim only to the extent of 
our commitment to our brotherhood. I 
pray to Allah that today’s summit will be 
a turning point, a milestone on the road 
to unity, solidarity and brotherhood for all 
Muslims.
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Dear Brothers,

The problems of terrorism and violence are 
the biggest issues for the Islamic world to-
day. We remember all too well how Afghan-
istan was destroyed because of Al-Qaeda 
and how hundreds of thousands of Mus-
lims were killed and millions suffered. To-
day, Daesh which controls certain parts of 
Iraq and Syria while trying to establish its 
operations in Libya is serving the same ugly 
purpose. We have the same view of groups 
like Boko Haram and Al-Shabab which car-
ry out terrorist attacks in various parts of 
Africa. Barring a few exceptions which are 
aimed at showing off, all of the damage and 
suffering that result from the attacks of the 
terrorist organizations affect Muslims.

We do not endorse any attack on innocent 
people anywhere in the world. We charac-
terize those who resort to such attacks as 
terrorists and members of terrorist organi-
zations regardless of their religion, ethnic-
ity or narrative.

There are various terrorist groups in our 
country such as the PKK and DHKP-C. 
The PKK also operates in Iraq. It operates 
in Syria as the PYD while many terrorist 
groups operate in various countries, espe-
cially in Europe, using different names. All 
of them are a common enemy of Muslims 
and mankind. Unfortunately, we see that 
some countries, especially Western states, 
have an ambivalent attitude with regard to 
terrorist organizations.

I noticed this recently at the Nuclear Secu-
rity Summit Meeting. The speakers were 

referring to the terrorist attacks in Paris 
and Brussels, but they never mentioned 
the terrorist attacks in Ankara, Istanbul or 
Lahore whereas hundreds of people died 
in the attacks in Ankara, Istanbul and La-
hore. We regret to observe this ambivalent 
attitude.

All terrorist groups should be opposed 
with the same determination. These coun-
tries that pay no heed to our friendly warn-
ings about terrorism will experience it 
themselves. This is already taking place. I 
would like to once again call on the inter-
national community to revisit its approach 
to terrorist organizations.

A system based on injustice cannot 
contribute to global justice 

In addition to ground operations against 
terrorism, we must also make sure that 
we suppress their financial and human 
resources as part of our efforts to fight 
terrorism. International cooperation is 
critical in this regard. Creating a structure 
that will strengthen and formalize cooper-
ation against terrorism and other crimes 
among the member countries of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation will be 
a timely move. Turkey’s proposal to estab-
lish the ‘Police Cooperation and Coordina-
tion Center of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation’ headquartered in Istanbul 
has been accepted. I thank you for your 
support in this matter. In the same way, we 
must support and transform the Islamic 
Military Alliance to Fight Terrorism estab-
lished under the leadership of Saudi Ara-
bia into an effective structure.
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Instead of waiting for other powers to in-
tervene with regard to terrorist attacks and 
crises occurring in Islamic countries, we 
must develop our own solutions through 
the Islamic Military Alliance to Fight Ter-
rorism. Why do we, as Muslims, expect as-
sistance from others when such terrorist 
attacks or disputes between ourselves take 
place? We should resolve these problems 
ourselves. They intervene for oil, not to 
ensure peace between us. That is why we 
must be vigilant in this regard. I would like 
to state in particular that this initiative is 
not against any country but against terror-
ism, a problem common to all countries. 
If this initiative achieves the effectiveness 
and capacity we desire, I believe that it will 
initiate a new era for the Muslim world.

Dear Friends,

Today, Muslims in many parts of the world 
feel like they are subjected to injustice and 
double standards. Muslims who are perse-
cuted, oppressed and treated unfairly in 
their own countries are looking for ways to 
go to the West. However, there is a danger-
ous increase in hate crimes such as Islam-
ophobia and xenophobia targeting Islam 
and Muslims in Western countries. 

Another important concern among Mus-
lims is the unfair representation in glob-
al decision-making and implementation 
mechanisms. For example, is there a single 
permanent member on the UN Security 
Council representing Muslims who make 
up one quarter of the world population? 
No. Is there any significance to being a 
non-permanent member? No. If one of the 

5 members of the decision-making mech-
anism takes a negative position, that’s it. I 
say that “The world is bigger than 5.” The 
world has changed since World War I. So, 
the United Nations must be reformed. We 
have every right to expect such change to 
ensure justice. It is impossible for a system 
based on injustice to contribute to global 
justice. After all, we continue to observe 
the challenges caused by this unjust sys-
tem in many of the problems we face. I am 
repeating my call again today for the UN 
Security Council to be restructured in light 
of the geographical and religious demo-
graphics of the world population. 

As Muslim countries, we should make is-
sues of security, justice and development a 
top priority.

Anyone who does not feel safe where they 
live will be unsure of their future. People 
who give up on justice will inevitably be 
vulnerable to exploitation by terrorist 
groups because everything starts and ends 
with justice. Brotherhood should be more 
than just words. We must make it a reality 
in technical, commercial, economic, cul-
tural and social areas. We must prepare the 
youth who are the future of the ummah, 
the community of faith, to be a self-con-
fident generation that acts benevolently, 
engages in good deeds and avoids evil by 
adhering to justice.

We must set up our own arbitration 
system 

We must all work to ensure that women, 
who make up half of the population, play 
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a more effective role in all areas including 
education and business while strengthen-
ing their role as a pillar of the family.

In this regard, we are proposing that a 
‘Women’s Conference’ be held in Istanbul 
on a regular basis as part of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation because 
Muslims should have a council, an or-
ganization where their women can voice 
their concerns. Are we to discuss women’s 
issues? Let us let the ladies discuss those 
issues. Muslim women should be able to 
voice their problems on every platform in-
cluding the United Nations. 

The Red Crescent assumes important tasks 
in resolving the humanitarian crises faced 
by Muslims and all people. We should en-
sure that similar charitable organizations 
throughout the Muslim world engage in 
effective and comprehensive coordination. 
A joint Red Crescent organization should 
be created among Muslim countries to ad-
dress disasters.

In the same way, we must support victims 
more actively by expanding the capacity 
of the Islamic Solidarity Fund for Devel-
opment. To do this, we must diversify the 
mechanisms of cooperation between us. 
For example, we should create our own ar-
bitration system because arbitration plays a 
very important role in the operation of the 
global economy. Why do we try to settle our 
own disputes in arbitration systems in the 
outside world? Let us resolve them with an 
arbitration system that we create among 
ourselves. In this context, we are proposing 
the establishment of an International Arbi-

tration Center in Istanbul. It could be in an-
other province too, but we propose Istanbul.

We must use the Islamic Development Bank 
more actively in supporting these efforts. 
Today, development is not only about ma-
terial improvements; it is one of the most 
powerful elements ensuring the loyalty of 
the people to their state and society by rein-
forcing the ties between them.

God willing, we will adopt the Action Pro-
gram which has been negotiated in the last 
year and which outlines the development 
goals in various areas for the next 10 years 
for the member states of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. The completion of the 
work on the 2025 Action Program for the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation is im-
portant. However, its successful implemen-
tation is even more important.

As Chairman of COMCEC, I will personally 
follow up on the tasks related to the imple-
mentation of the 2025 COMCEC Action Pro-
gram. We would like to ensure that COM-
CEC activities are carried out in accordance 
with the new COMCEC strategy and stat-
utes adopted in 2012.

An independent Palestine with East 
Jerusalem as its capital must be 
established

Dear Brothers,

As you know, the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation was created after the attack on 
the Masjid Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem 
in 1969. It was decided that this platform 
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would carry out its work based in Jeddah 
until Jerusalem is free. Even though al-
most half a century has passed, Jerusalem 
is still not free and there is no easing of 
the pressure on the Palestinians. The dai-
ly persecution of our Palestinian brothers 
by Israel continues to be a bleeding wound 
in the heart of the Islamic world. Temple 
Mount is a Muslim place of worship. We 
cannot allow this unlawful occupation to 
be used as a basis for the desecration of 
Temple Mount. We must strive harder as 
Muslims to preserve Temple Mount and 
Jerusalem. The only way to ensure lasting 
peace in Palestine and the entire region is 
to end the occupation as soon as possible 
and create an independent Palestine with 
East Jerusalem as its capital.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
must do more in terms of standing up for 
Muslim societies fighting in other places 
for their rights and future. A case in point is 
the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 
We must all work together to end the dec-
ades-long isolation of our brothers there. 
If we, as the Islamic world, do not send a 
message of solidarity to our brothers living 
in Cyprus, who will? I believe that Mus-
lims must work together to contribute to 
a lasting and fair settlement in Cyprus by 
redressing the unfair imbalance imposed 
on the Turkish side of the island.

In the same way, Muslim societies living in 
different parts of the world from the Bal-
kans to Southeast Asia and Africa need the 
strong support of the Muslim world. Is it 
possible to remain silent about the occu-
pation of Crimea? Our brothers in Crimea 

are oppressed and persecuted in their own 
lands.

Let me also say clearly that we should be 
ashamed to see that almost all refugees 
who are trying to go to Europe on boats and 
ramshackle ships in the Mediterranean 
and the Aegean are Muslims. If millions are 
forced to undertake such a life-threatening 
journey for their safety and future, then we 
must all sit down and take a hard look at 
this. The number of people we rescued just 
in the Aegean has reached 100,000 so far. 
We rescued them at sea with Coast Guard 
boats. We did it because it is our Muslim, 
human and conscientious duty. 

We must thoroughly analyze the reasons 
for this wave of migration which once 
upon a time flowed in the opposite direc-
tion from Europe to our lands.

As the representatives of the countries 
present here today, we have a lot to do. 
We must discuss all of the issues here and 
swiftly implement the decisions we take, 
conscious of the responsibility we bear to 
the community of faith. God willing, we 
will all unite and work much harder to es-
tablish justice and peace, the theme of our 
meeting. May Allah guide and help us.

I would like to conclude my remarks with 
these thoughts. I hope that the 13th Islam-
ic Summit of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation will be beneficial to all Mus-
lims and mankind.

I extend my sincere respects to you all.



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

375

Distinguished Secretary General, Es-
teemed President, Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you all. Welcome to Turkey and this 
beautiful Mediterranean city of Antalya.

I hope that the EXPO 2016 Antalya Inter-
national Horticultural Exposition is bene-
ficial for our country, region and the par-
ticipating countries.

It is a great pleasure for me to inaugurate 
this important event with such esteemed 
friends like yourselves. 

EXPO Is An Opportunity 
Not Only For Turkey But For 

The Entire Region

Opening of EXPO 2016 Antalya International Horticultural Exposition 
Antalya | April 22, 2016 
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Turkey organized the 2016 Internation-
al Horticultural Exposition in coopera-
tion with the International Association of 
Horticultural Producers and the Bureau 
of International Expositions. On behalf of 
myself and my people, I thank both organ-
izations for their contributions to this pro-
cess and their cooperation.

We took great care in the preparations for 
EXPO 2016 Antalya. We considered this 
project a national project from the begin-
ning and worked accordingly. The EXPO 
2016 that we open today is a result of 
mutual determination both by the city of 
Antalya and Turkey as well as an example 
of public-private sector cooperation. This 
fairground is not just a big park where 
participating countries display their hor-
ticultural products. Every element of this 
fairground has a special meaning. For ex-
ample, the EXPO Tower symbolizes the 
historic Hadrian’s Gate, one of the icons of 
Antalya. The Agriculture and Biodiversity 
Museum is Turkey’s first museum dedicat-
ed to this theme. This convention center 
with a seating capacity of 6,500 will enrich 
Antalya’s bustling scene of culture and en-
tertainment. Each of the areas, such as the 
Children’s Island, the Biodiversity Theme 
Course, the Ottoman Garden, EXPO Lake, 
EXPO Hill, EXPO Forest and the Culture 
and Art Street offers opportunities that 
will appeal to the various tastes of visitors. 

EXPO 2016 Antalya made history with the 
highest participation rate after the EXPO 
held in Osaka in 1990. I believe a similar 
record will be broken in terms of the num-
ber of visitors. 

With EXPO 2016, Antalya is adding yet 
another success story to the list of interna-
tional events hosted here. Five months ago, 
we hosted the leaders of the most devel-
oped economies of the world in Antalya. 
The Antalya Summit made history as one 
the most successful summits of the G20. 
Similarly, the 13th Islamic Summit of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation held 
in Istanbul last week was a big success. We 
hope to crown these achievements with 
the United Nations World Humanitarian 
Summit that will be held on May 22-23. 

We do not “inherit” nature from our 
ancestors, we “borrow” it from our 
children

Esteemed Guests, 

We chose the theme “flowers and children” 
for the EXPO we open today. Our aim is to 
create a powerful platform for dialog re-
garding history, biodiversity, sustainability 
and green cities. 

As our Prime Minister and Ministers men-
tioned, we were inspired by the resem-
blance between children and flowers in 
terms of their purity, beauty and innocence. 
This theme is a symbol of the importance 
our country attaches to the protection of 
the environment and the new generations 
that guarantee our future. We are conscious 
of the fact that we did not “inherit” nature 
from our ancestors, but that we “borrow” 
it from our children. Therefore, we should 
think about the future not just the present 
as well as our children not just ourselves, 
and act accordingly. It is our duty to pro-
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tect and preserve what we borrow until we 
hand it over to future generations. 

We did not just voice these ideas; we also 
acted on them by taking concrete action. 
As a result, we increased our forest areas 
from approximately 21 million hectares in 
2003 to 22 million hectares at the end of 
2015. So far, we planted 3.5 billion trees. 

In addition, we are engaged in serious ef-
forts to diversify and enrich agricultural 
production. The agricultural sector ac-
counts for 9 percent of Turkey’s total pro-
duction and 25 percent of total employ-
ment. Therefore, Turkey has to maintain 
a strong relationship with the soil. Our 
love for Mother Earth is special. We aim 
to increase our agricultural production to 
150 billion dollars by the year 2023 when 
we mark the 100- year anniversary of the 
founding of our Republic. We would like 
to divert approximately 40 billion dollars 
of this production to exports and increase 
the total irrigable area from 5.4 million 
hectares to 8.5 million hectares. The pro-
gress we made since 2002 shows that we 
can easily attain these targets. 

We also raised our standards with respect to 
the security of food supply and control ser-
vices. We aligned our food legislation with 
European Union standards. We adopted 
food safety from the farm to the table. We 
support organic agriculture and good agri-
cultural practices. We protect biodiversity, 
genetic composition and seed reserves in 
our country for the short, medium and long-
term through the projects we carry out. 

As a result of these efforts, Turkey rose 
from fourth to first place in agricultural 
revenue in Europe in 13 years. We are de-
termined to preserve biodiversity in our 
country which is located at the intersec-
tion of important gene pools in the world. 
Turkey is home to approximately 12,000 
plant species, about 32 percent of which 
are endemic. The number of genetic spe-
cies in this region is higher than in all of 
Europe, making this diversity very valua-
ble on a global scale. The decision to hold 
the EXPO 2016 International Horticultur-
al Exposition in Turkey was further rein-
forced by these factors. 

The EXPO opens on the eve of a very spe-
cial day for our country, especially the chil-
dren. Tomorrow is the anniversary of the 
founding of our Grand National Assembly 
which conducted our War of Independence 
as the elected legitimate representatives of 
the people. April 23, 1920 is extremely sig-
nificant for us and marks the only official 
day dedicated to children in the world.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish a happy National Sovereignty and 
Children’s Day to all children of the world 
and our people.

Protecting the environment will remain 
one of Turkey’s main priorities

Esteemed Friends, 

Situated at the crossroads of three conti-
nents, Anatolia has all the natural qualities 
for settlement. Global warming and cli-
mate change constitute the biggest threat 
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to this wealth. Turkey is doing everything 
in its power on this matter. Today, a very 
important step will be taken on the global 
scale against climate change. Our Minis-
ter of Environment and Urbanization is in 
New York representing our country at the 
Signing Ceremony of the Paris Agreement 
convened by the UN Secretary General. 

I hope that this historic step will serve a 
good cause in the fight against drought and 
desertification. I call on the whole world to 
act sincerely on this matter. I know that this 
process is very important for less developed 
and developing countries. We showed our 
concern about this matter by hosting the 
12th Session of the Conference of the Par-
ties to the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification in Ankara last Octo-
ber. Protecting the environment will remain 
one of Turkey’s main priorities. 

Throughout EXPO 2016 Antalya, we aim to 
promote the horticultural diversity of our 
country to the world and bring countries 
around a platform by conducting academic 
discussions and meetings. We hope to ded-
icate the Antalya Declaration which will be 
the result of our work during the EXPO as 
our joint position to the international com-
munity. As the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
stated, this is not about a 6-month process, 
but one that requires continuity. Therefore, 
we are laying the foundations to make the 
EXPO 2016 Antalya permanent. This area 
will be one of the most important centers 
for tourism as well as culture. I believe that 
we will host millions of people here.

EXPO is an opportunity not only for An-
talya and Turkey, but also for the Medi-
terranean, the Aegean and the Black Sea 
regions as well as Southeast Europe, the 
Middle East and Central Asia. I believe 
that we will make the most of this oppor-
tunity together. The grounds built for the 
EXPO as well as all permanent structures 
here will continue to serve domestic and 
foreign visitors to Antalya after the EXPO. 
I believe that the grounds here will become 
one of the symbols of our city and coun-
try as a place cherishing the beauties of 
nature and the joy of children. With these 
thoughts, I would like to once again convey 
my best wishes to the EXPO 2016 Antalya 
which will contribute to our country, peo-
ple, region and all participants. I would 
like to welcome all national and interna-
tional guests coming to Antalya for this im-
portant event.

I thank all residents of Antalya for the 
warm hospitality they will show to our 
guests visiting Turkey during the EXPO.

I would like to thank the Ministry of Food, 
Agriculture and Livestock, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and everyone from the ar-
chitects to workers who contributed to the 
organization of this event.

I salute you all with respect.
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My Esteemed Brother President Aliyev, 
Distinguished High Representative, Es-
teemed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I salute you with respect. 

It is a pleasure to be with you in Baku, the 
capital of Azerbaijan, on the occasion of 
the 7th Global Forum of the Alliance of 
Civilizations established on the initiative 
of Turkey and Spain. 

Global Forums help our Alliance to take 
root in different regions and strengthen it 
with the diversity contributed by these re-
gions. As leaders supporting the Alliance, 
we meet today in Azerbaijan where ancient 
civilizations and different cultures have 
coexisted in peace and harmony. 2016 is 
being celebrated as the “Year of Multicul-
turalism” in Azerbaijan as a result of an 
initiative by my esteemed brother Presi-
dent Aliyev. The country is crowning this 

We Have To Form A Global 
Alliance Against Terrorism 

7th Global Forum of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations
Baku, Azerbaijan | April 26, 2016 
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meaningful year by hosting the 7th Global 
Forum of the Alliance of Civilizations. I 
believe that this Forum will offer our Al-
liance the opportunity to take advantage 
of the rich cultural heritage of the South 
Caucasus and Central Asia. I extend my 
special thanks to Azerbaijan for this meet-
ing which will be an important milestone 
in strengthening our Alliance with respect 
to our activities in the future. 

Esteemed Guests,

We laid the foundations of the Alliance of 
Civilizations Initiative 11 years ago with 
the Prime Minister of Spain at the time, 
my esteemed friend Mr. Zapatero. Our 
initiative grew stronger over time. Today, 
more than 140 countries support this Al-
liance. The Alliance grew stronger with 
support from a broad geographical area to 
achieve its current standing. The Alliance 
of Civilizations is now one of the most im-
portant initiatives of the United Nations 
platform. Thanks to the projects carried 
out under the leadership of the High Rep-
resentative Mr. Nasser, the principles, val-
ues and messages of the Alliance reach an 
increasingly wider target audience. Last 
year, the United Nations General Assem-
bly adopted a resolution in this context 
sponsored by about 100 countries. This 
resolution was the best indication that the 
vision and objectives of the Alliance have 
been accepted at the global level. I would 
like to thank all friendly countries who 
support our objective to achieve a com-
mon ground based on tolerance, mutual 
understanding and dialog. I also would 

like to welcome Kyrgyzstan, the latest 
member of our family. 

Esteemed Friends,

Notwithstanding the accomplishments of 
the Alliance, we must all accept the fact 
that the international community is still 
far from achieving the objectives for which 
the Alliance was established. Unfortunate-
ly, we still have not been able to overcome 
the deep-rooted prejudice and discrimina-
tion of people based on religion, origin and 
culture which prompted us to establish the 
Alliance of Civilizations in the first place. 
We have not been able to wage the collec-
tive and determined fight that is expected 
of us against radical movements and ter-
rorism which is cultivated by these move-
ments. 

Terrorism and terrorist organizations 
have no religion, nationality, region or 
culture

We have not been able to translate our 
grief in face of bombs that exploded in suc-
cession in Syria, Iraq, Nigeria, France, Pa-
kistan, Turkey, Belgium, and Spain into a 
common position, discourse or action. We 
could not find a solution to political con-
flicts, injustice and inequality that result in 
violence. We were unable to convince the 
world that one of the most effective ways 
to counter violence is to set aside our dif-
ferences to achieve mutual understanding 
and dialog. We were unable to develop a 
common understanding on the need to 
replace polarization with reconciliation. 
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We were unable to cultivate a social un-
derstanding that considers cultural, ethnic 
and religious differences a diversity not a 
threat, and promotes tolerance and harmo-
ny at all times and in all places. 

As responsible leaders of the 21st centu-
ry, we have to put an end to this danger-
ous course of events. Humanity should no 
longer allow religious and cultural polar-
ization and tensions to torment our con-
science. Today, we live in a world where 60 
million people have been forced to leave 
their homes because of the conflicts in 
their countries. Unfortunately, the journey 
of hope for some of these innocent people, 
mostly women and children, ends in dis-
aster in the dark waters of the sea. On the 
other hand, those who do manage to reach 
their destination face skepticism and oth-
erization in the host communities. 

The regions where these tragedies orig-
inate from are full of contradictions. 
Groups claiming to act in the name of Is-
lam carry out the biggest massacres on 
Muslims and inflict the greatest damage to 
them. Thousands of years of civilization is 
destroyed and ancient cities are ruined by 
these terrorist organizations. Xenophobia 
and Islamophobia are spreading rapidly in 
Western countries because of the percep-
tion created by these organizations. We 
witness malicious circles attempting to 
sow dissension, plant seeds of hate instead 
of love, and otherize people. The growing 
divide between people from different civi-
lizations, religions and cultures is a sign of 
bigger tragedies to come. 

Our view has always been that terrorism, 
terrorists and terrorist organizations have 
no religion, nationality, region or culture. 
No religion, culture or conscience will ap-
prove of killing innocent people. The word 
Islam means “peace”. How can a religion of 
peace condone terrorism? Terrorism has 
no place in our religion. The organizations 
claiming to act in the name of Islam, espe-
cially Daesh, are not even remotely related 
to Islam. Terrorism, first and foremost, is 
an enemy to humanity. This threat is aimed 
at all mankind. No civilization is immune 
to this threat. 

Terrorist organizations are the biggest en-
emies of the common ideal that we aim to 
pursue with the Alliance of Civilizations 
Initiative. We can overcome this threat 
only through a collective effort. Any posi-
tion or statement to the contrary is tanta-
mount to supporting terrorism and terror-
ist organizations. 

Where were you before Aylan’s body 
washed up on that beach?

We attach great importance to three topics. 
The first one is sectarianism. As you know, 
sectarianism was a serious threat during 
and after the Medieval Period. We see it 
happening again. Secondly, racism is a se-
rious threat paving the way for terrorism. 
The third topic is terrorism. If we do not 
wage a collective war against sectarianism, 
we cannot secure peace. If we do not put up 
a collective fight against racism, we cannot 
fight against terrorism. We must consider 
members of all races first as human beings 
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and love them as they are. We have to form 
a global alliance against terrorism. 

Currently, my country faces a serious chal-
lenge in the fight against terrorism. We 
have been fighting terrorism for 35 years. 
More than 40,000 people died in this fight 
so far. The conflict in neighboring Syria 
that began with terrorism escalated into 
civil war. 500,000 people died so far in 
the Syrian civil war. Terrorism in Syria is 
no longer isolated. Syria is facing state ter-
rorism; the country is run by a terrorist. 
This terrorist is killing people with barrel 
bombs, cannons and tanks. Are those who 
gave this terrorist the red-carpet treatment 
and provided money and weapons not re-
sponsible for these massacres? If we are 
to fight against terrorism, we have to be 
frank. 

We launched the Alliance of Civilizations 
with this understanding. We do not want 
to see any more drowned babies washing 
up on beaches. That was the most heart-
breaking moment for us. When Aylan’s 
body washed up on the beach, humanity 
began to question themselves, but where 
were they before Aylan’s body washed up 
on that beach? People have been dying in 
Syria for 6 years. The number of people 
that we rescued just in the Aegean and the 
Mediterranean already reached 100,000. 
We were able to save them from death. 

Dear Friends,

The theme of the 7th Global Forum which 
we inaugurate today is “Living Together 

in Inclusive Societies.” We need to learn to 
live together in diversity in order to suc-
ceed in this struggle. We will be successful 
in our fight against terrorism only if we 
manage to address the minds, hearts and 
conscience of people. We can declare vic-
tory on the day we overcome intolerance, 
discrimination, xenophobia and conquer 
the fear of diversity. Those who support 
violence influence young generations with 
utopia based on twisted religious values 
and lead them astray. We must instead 
teach new generations the true message 
of religion based on justice and equality. 
When we succeed in doing so as mem-
bers of different religions, the world will 
become a place where we can coexist in 
peace. We must continue to work together 
towards this end. 

Those who suffer from racism and 
discrimination look to Baku

We must champion the values and princi-
ples of the Alliance of Civilizations more 
than ever before. I believe that, in the 21st 
century, humanity cannot submit to a des-
tiny shaped by terrorist organizations. We 
must raise our voices and take action today 
to create a better future for new genera-
tions. 

There will be important messages ex-
pressed at this forum over the course of 
the next two days. Those who suffer from 
intolerance, racism, hate speech and dis-
crimination around the world look to 
Baku. They are all waiting for the final dec-
laration that will be communicated from 
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Baku. Likewise, those who support radical 
movements that grow by taking advantage 
of these trends are watching closely. They 
are the ones who will be most ashamed of 
themselves when we succeed in uniting 
around mutual respect, tolerance and dia-
log. 

We all have duties to perform in this respect 
as political, religious and opinion leaders 
as well as private sector representatives 
and civil society organizations attending 
the Forum. We must communicate to the 
entire world the message of peaceful mu-
tual coexistence based on mutual respect, 
understanding and dialog. After all, this 
is the reason why we established the Alli-
ance in the first place. We must emphati-
cally communicate to the oppressed and 
the oppressors that we are determined to 
work with each other to achieve this goal. 
I am of the opinion that we will unequivo-
cally demonstrate our determination to ad-
vance the Alliance and its values in Baku. 

We must jointly declare our determination 
to maintain political and financial support 
to enable the Alliance of Civilizations Initi-
ative to actively carry out its activities. We 
must adopt such a dignified position not 
only because humanity expects it of us, but 
also because it is our duty to future gener-
ations. 

With these thoughts, I would like to extend 
my best wishes to the participants with re-
spect to the activities that will be carried 
out throughout the Forum. I extend my 
sincere respects to you all. Thank you.
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Teachers, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I greet you wholeheartedly. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh, ahlan wa sahlan.

I would like to express my pleasure for hav-
ing the opportunity to host you in Istanbul 
on the occasion of the Second Turkish-Ar-
ab Congress on Higher Education. I would 
like to welcome you all. I hope and pray to 
Allah that this Congress will benefit our 
country, people, participating countries 
and the Muslim world.

Racism Is The Biggest 
Threat To Islam

Turkish-Arab Congress on Higher Education | Istanbul | April 28, 2016 
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I am very happy to address this august 
gathering on the occasion of the gala din-
ner. I would like to thank the Istanbul Civ-
ilization University and the Association of 
Arab Universities for bringing us together 
this evening and offering us the opportu-
nity to meet and interact with each other. I 
congratulate all institutions, organizations 
and individuals that contributed to the or-
ganization of the Congress.

I hope that this Congress, which is held af-
ter the 13th Leaders Summit of the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation, contributes 
to the improvement of our cooperation in 
the area of education. I hope that this Con-
gress, which is in its second year, will be-
come a tradition, reach a larger number of 
people, and grow stronger with new partic-
ipants in the future.

Dear Brothers, 

We share a common geographical region 
as well as a common civilization, history 
and culture. The Golden Age in our histo-
ry still serves as a model to all mankind. 
In this context, we can also cite Andalusia, 
Baghdad and the magnificent civilizations 
of Africa, the Middle East and Asia from 
our common history that left an indelible 
mark. There are important cities like Cor-
doba, Timbuktu, Harar, Fez, Damascus, 
Istanbul, Sana’a, Cairo, Alexandria, and 
Bukhara in our shared civilization. These 
cities belong not only to the countries and 
nations within the borders they lie, but 
also to the ummah. These cities were im-
portant centers of Islamic civilization for 
centuries and hosted pilgrims of science 

from around the world in their libraries 
and madrasas.

In the 11th century when Europe was in the 
darkness of the Middle Ages, there were 75 
madrasas in Cairo, 51 in Damascus and 44 
in Aleppo. Nizamiyyah Madrasas guided 
the mind and heart of the Islamic civiliza-
tion for a long time and helped Muslims 
survive the Crusades and Mongol attacks. 
Students and scholars from various parts 
of the world were educated in these schools 
which were the best institutions of higher 
learning in that period. These schools in-
spired scientific and scholarly accomplish-
ments while communicating our rich her-
itage and civilization to all mankind.

The pen was always mightier than the 
sword in our history

Muslims who embraced the Hadith “Seek 
knowledge even if you have to go as far as 
China” always pursued science and wis-
dom. They were always seeking, always 
searching. The pen was always mightier 
than the sword in our history. 

All responsible historians and scientists 
acknowledge that Islamic civilization con-
ducted very valuable scientific and cultur-
al studies starting in the 8th century and 
that these studies influenced European 
civilizations significantly from the 12th 
century on. The golden age of Islamic civi-
lization was not only about conquests and 
territorial gains; it was also the age when 
Muslims dominated knowledge and Islam-
ic cities were centers of science. 
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As you know, Ibn Khaldun argues in his 
Muqaddimah that states are like living or-
ganisms, they have a certain life span. In 
other words, states are born, they develop, 
decline and die just like living organisms. 
Unfortunately, the golden age of Muslim 
countries started to decline in the 19th 
century and eventually ended in their col-
lapse. With a few exceptions, the last 200 
years of our history is marked with separa-
tion, division and disengagement and not 
with new conquests, inventions guiding 
humanity or lasting masterpieces. Islam-
ic cities which once attracted curious stu-
dents from every corner of the world are 
now associated with poverty, ignorance 
and vicious conflicts. As you see, Aleppo, 
a city very close to our border, has been 
destroyed by barrel bombs. The eight-cen-
turies-old Mosul Library that was home 
to ancient Greek manuscripts in its vaults 
has all but disappeared without a trace. 
The Baghdad Library was plundered after 
the occupation and thousands of books 
and manuscripts - each a treasure in its 
own right - were either destroyed or spir-
ited away from the country. The indescrib-
able beauty and magnificence of Sana’a is 
damaged every day right before our eyes. 
Jerusalem is fighting to survive in face of 
attacks on its history, Islamic identity and 
character.

Dear Brothers, 

Foreign interventions in our region play 
a significant role contributing to this neg-
ative outlook. We certainly cannot ignore 
the destruction caused by colonialists who 

say “A drop of oil is more valuable than 
a drop of blood.” We will surely criticize 
those who prize “interests” only and aim to 
create artificial problems with the artificial 
borders they draw. We will also reveal the 
hypocrisy of those who consider democra-
cy a “right” for their citizens, but a “luxury” 
for the peoples of the region. However, as 
we do this, we should not miss an essen-
tial point. What is it? It is self-criticism; 
we should criticize and hold ourselves ac-
countable. If we do not criticize ourselves 
as much as we criticize them, we cannot 
change this pessimistic outlook. If we opt 
for the easier way out by looking for the or-
igin of the problem on the outside, then we 
cannot make any progress. Correct diagno-
sis is the first step in proper treatment. 

Poverty, blood and tears are not the 
inevitable fate of our shared geography

The main reason behind the decline and 
dissolution we observe in the last two cen-
turies is the fact that centers of science and 
knowledge passed into other hands. When 
schools degenerated, social life also de-
generated. When our universities did not 
keep themselves up-to-date, our industries 
failed. Our smartest and well-educated 
children had to immigrate to the Ameri-
cas, Europe and different countries as they 
were stonewalled in their home country. In 
some cases, our children who were sent to 
Western capitals for education returned 
home a foreigner ashamed of their people 
and values. The “brain drain” sucked away 
our life blood. Unfortunately, our children 
attend Western universities but not the 
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universities of Islamic countries today for 
a good education in science and engineer-
ing or even in theology. Societies which do 
not develop their unique education system 
cannot build their future. We have the ca-
pacity to change this ill fate and make a 
new beginning. 

We must always remember that what is 
destroyed can be rebuilt and what is lost 
can be replaced. However, a nation with-
out self-confidence cannot make history 
again. We have a system of values and the 
experience to be a role model to the world. 
Poverty, blood, tears and suffering are not 
the inevitable fate of our shared geogra-
phy. We will never allow current events, 
the challenges we face and the dark clouds 
hanging over us today to drive us to de-
spair. Our history is a source of pride and a 
very important reference that should give 
us strength and inspiration. 

Dear Brothers, 

“What is lost must be sought where it was 
lost.” Education is the key to the deadlock 
we find ourselves in today. We need to im-
prove our cooperation at every level includ-
ing in higher education. We should sup-
port each other by sharing our experience, 
mobilizing our means and increasing joint 
working platforms. In my opinion, there 
is great merit in contacts between peo-
ple from all walks of life, youth, students, 
civil society organizations, academicians 
and artists. We attach special importance 
in Turkey to our cooperation with institu-
tions of higher learning in the Arab region 

and are taking new steps in this regard. We 
sign agreements, memorandums of under-
standing and protocols to increase coor-
dination in this area, announce joint and 
double diploma programs, and facilitate 
the exchange of students and lecturers. 

We signed 207 protocols with Arab coun-
tries since 2013 within the scope of the 
Mevlana Exchange Program. In this con-
text, 95 students from Arab countries came 
to Turkey for their studies since 2013. In 
my opinion, this is a very small number. 
There should be more students. The num-
ber of students from Turkey is 133 and this 
is also a small number. While 48 lecturers 
came from the Arab countries, 12 lecturers 
went from Turkey; these numbers are also 
small. I must say that I do not find these 
numbers satisfactory; we can do better. 

A total of 14,770 students from the Arab 
countries most of whom are from Syria, 
Iraq, Palestine, Libya, Somalia, Yemen, Jor-
dan, Morocco and Egypt attend our uni-
versities. The number of international stu-
dents in our country is over 75,000. There 
are 451 lecturers from Arab countries in 
our universities. These statistics are, no 
doubt, much better compared to the past. 
However, we should recognize that we 
have a long way to go.

Islamic countries are threatened by the 
Shiite-Sunni conflict

I would like to emphasize that this Con-
gress aimed at increasing the exchange of 
information and dialog between Turkey 
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and Arab countries is an important step 
towards this end. I am absolutely sure that 
the work conducted within the scope of the 
Congress will be very successful. I am also 
happy to see concrete results with the sign-
ing of the memorandums of understanding.

I would like to share three important top-
ics with you. These three topics describe 
the most important challenges faced by Is-
lamic countries today.

One of them is sectarianism. Unfortunate-
ly, Islamic countries are currently threat-
ened by the Shiite-Sunni conflict. Shi’ism 
and Sunnism are not religions, they are 
paths. Our religion is Islam which is above 
and beyond these paths. As Muslims, we 
should not allow a shadow to be cast over 
our brotherhood. Whoever says “my sect is 
superior to yours” hurts Islam. We cannot 
engage in such a discrimination. 

The second topic is racism. It is one of the 
biggest threats. We talk about Turks or 
Arabs and I feel bad about this. If there is 
the Arab League, should we have a Turkish 
League in response? Why? We have “Is-
lamic Cooperation” on the one hand, but 
the “Arab League” on the other. There is a 
contradiction here. Arabs are not superior 
to non-Arabs, nor are non-Arabs superior 
to Arabs. Superiority is measured only by 
piety. Such should be the consideration we 
must abide by. Unfortunately, we are fac-
ing challenges because we fail to do so. 

The third topic is terrorism. What is one 
of the most important challenges today? It 

is terrorism. Is our fight against terrorism 
effective? What do Boko Haram, Al-Qaeda 
and Al-Shabaab say as they kill people? 
They say “we are killing in the name of Is-
lam” and they shout “Allahu Akbar” as they 
kill. What about those who die? They also 
say “Allahu Akbar” as they die. Such is the 
situation facing Muslims today; those who 
kill and those who die both say “Allahu Ak-
bar”. 

In this regard, there is a very important 
duty for you, our esteemed scholars. We 
must teach our young people about these 
issues in all our universities because some 
of them join these extremist organizations. 
We must prevent this. 

As I conclude my remarks, I hope that the 
Muslim world begins to see things as they 
are so that we may take a different perspec-
tive with respect to our future. 

May Allah bless you all. 
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Bismillahirrahmanirrahim

Distinguished Assistant Secretary General, 
Esteemed Ministers, Dear Guests,

I salute you with heartfelt respect and af-
fection. 

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh. 

Welcome to Turkey and Istanbul. It was a 
great pleasure for us to host the presidents 
of the member states of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation in our country last 

The World Will Be Safe For No 
One Without A Principled Stance 

against Terrorism

3rd Session of the Islamic Conference of Ministers Responsible for Wa-
ter of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation | Istanbul | May 17, 2016 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

392

month on the occasion of the 13th Islamic 
Summit. It is also a pleasure to host you in 
our country here at the 3rd Session of the 
Islamic Conference of Ministers Responsi-
ble for Water.

We hold the 3rd Session of the Islamic Con-
ference of Ministers Responsible for Water 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
at a time when pressure on water resourc-
es is constantly increasing and water-re-
lated disasters become frequent. I pray to 
Allah that our session will contribute to a 
better future based on security, health and 
welfare for all Muslims around the world 
and mankind. We must translate our rec-
ommendations for cooperation in the area 
of water which we voice at meetings such 
as this one into concrete projects. Rest as-
sured that Turkey is ready to do its part on 
this matter. 

We must implement the “Water Vision” 
Document adopted at the Ministerial Con-
ference held in Istanbul in 2012. There is 
something in particular that I would like to 
emphasize. We sign documents, but unfor-
tunately cannot implement them. Our Ira-
nian friends have a wise saying. They say, 
“They sat, talked and went their separate 
ways.” These meetings will bring no benefit 
if we just sit, talk and go our separate ways. 
We need to make these meetings fruitful 
and obtain results. I hope that the Water 
Council that we plan to establish based on 
the resolutions of this meeting will con-
tribute to enhancing cooperation and in-
creasing welfare in Islamic countries. 

Dear Brothers, 

As we all know, the civil war that has been 
going on in Syria for 6 years resulted in 
the displacement of millions of Syrians. As 
a result of the destruction of the war, our 
Syrian brothers and sisters sought shelter 
wherever they could, especially in neigh-
boring countries. More than 5 million Syr-
ians took refuge in neighboring countries. 
Turkey hosts approximately 2.7 million of 
them, as well as 300,000 Iraqis. In other 
words, we host a total of 3 million refugees. 

The European Union has an ambivalent 
attitude about refugees

Turkey did not and will not spare any ef-
fort in fulfilling its conscientious respon-
sibilities in face of the world’s largest hu-
manitarian crisis in recent memory. We 
are making use of our means to the fullest 
in order to provide at least some relief to 
our Syrian brothers in this difficult time. 
We provide our Syrian brothers and sis-
ters living in camps and various cities of 
our country with everything they need. 
Our state supports our guests in all areas 
including healthcare, housing, water, elec-
tricity, food and clothing. We do not do this 
as a matter of self-interest or for the pur-
poses of diplomatic maneuvering. We see 
this as help from one brother to another in 
difficult times. The hardships of the refu-
gees in European countries are not due to 
a lack of capacity; after all, European coun-
tries have far more resources than Turkey, 
but to a different point of view that exists 
in European countries. 
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As you know, they laid down many condi-
tions in order for Turkey to have visa ex-
emption whereas visa liberalization is an 
obligation on their part within the frame-
work of our accession process to the Euro-
pean Union. One of their obligations is to 
provide 3 billion euros to Turkey in order 
for us to improve the housing conditions 
of Syrian refugees in our country. We have 
been conducting work in this area for the 
last 6 years and we will be pleased to re-
ceive support from the European Union. 
This fund will not go into our budget, it 
will be spent directly on our Syrian broth-
ers and sisters. However, the issue was 
twisted in such a way that they created an 
impression as if this fund will not support 
the refugees, but be a donation to us. 

They want projects from us. We already 
implemented all of the projects. What pro-
jects do they want? We implemented these 
projects in 26 camps. Turkey did not ask 
for permission for these projects from the 
European Union. We opened our doors to 
our brothers and sisters fleeing bombs. So 
far, we spent more than 10 billion dollars 
just on the Syrians living in camps; we 
have the records for this expense. On the 
other hand, our civil society organizations 
and municipalities provide assistance and 
support as well. If the promised funds ar-
rive, we can further improve conditions for 
our guests. In any case, 3 million refugees 
live in our country and none of them are 
hungry or homeless. 

Let us set aside the ambivalent and insin-
cere attitude of the European Union coun-

tries. We also need Islamic countries to 
help these people. I believe Islamic coun-
tries will adopt a more sensitive approach 
on this matter in the future.

We are ready to share our experience in 
water management

Dear Brothers, 

Turkey has done significant work and 
gained knowledge regarding the proper 
management of water. Today, there is not a 
single settlement without water in Turkey. 
We owe our strength in the area of water 
not to an abundance of water, but to our 
expertise in managing water resources 
properly. I will give you another example; 
you may have a lot of money, but you will 
go bankrupt if you cannot manage it well. 
What really matters is the management of 
your finances. If you manage them well, 
you succeed; this is also true when it comes 
to water. 

Before we came to power, our rivers flowed 
into the seas. We changed that when we 
came to power and said, “The water flows, 
the Turk works.” We increased the number 
of our dams and ponds and took the right 
steps in good water management practices. 
We are ready to share our experience with 
all Muslim countries. Before we came to 
power, there were no recycling initiatives 
in Turkey. Now, we are able to reuse water 
through recycling. Using drinking water to 
irrigate parks is nothing but failure in wa-
ter management. 
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As a matter of fact, until the mid-1990s, 
Istanbul faced serious water shortages like 
many cities in our country. We quickly re-
solved Istanbul’s water shortage problem 
during my term as mayor in cooperation 
with Mr. Veysel Eroğlu who is currently 
the Minister of Forestry and Water Affairs. 

We do not limit water services to our coun-
try. We are carrying out many infrastruc-
ture, aid and educational projects in Afri-
ca via our Ministry of Forestry and Water 
Affairs as well as the Turkish Cooperation 
and Coordination Agency (TİKA). 

Most recently, we implemented a world-
class water project. We are transporting wa-
ter to the island of Cyprus from our country 
with a pipeline under the sea. A total of 550 
million dollars were invested in this pipe-
line. Some people could not envision this 
project but Northern Cyprus is currently us-
ing water that comes from Turkey. We met 
50 years of drinking and agricultural water 
requirements for the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus with this project. 

I believe that this project is an important 
example of the cooperation between Mus-
lim countries. It is very important that de-
veloped countries within the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation help the developing 
and less developed countries. Supporting 
projects and cooperation especially in the 
area of water is one of the most charitable 
services for Muslims. Muslims must act in 
solidarity to cooperate in the areas of pow-
er and water. I hope that the Water Council 
to be established as a result of this meeting 

will contribute to the development effort 
in Islamic countries by properly utilizing 
this resource.

I mentioned power; why did I mention it? 
Some Islamic countries are wasting their 
water. They do not catch their water. If they 
were to catch their water and build hydro-
electric power plants, they would have sig-
nificant opportunities in terms of power.

Western countries remain silent 
about the death of innocent people in 
Diyarbakır

Dear Brothers, 

As you know, there was a massive explosion 
last Thursday near Tanışık Village about 
20 km from downtown Diyarbakır. An in-
vestigation revealed the details of the inci-
dent. Terrorists stole a truck used in road 
construction in Bingöl and loaded it with 
explosives. They used secondary roads in 
an effort to avoid the security forces pa-
trolling the main roads to get to downtown 
Diyarbakır. When they arrived in Tanışık 
Village, one of our citizens, Seyithan Yakar, 
who was previously a board member of 
the AKP Provincial Council, got suspicious 
and asked the terrorists questions. After 
an argument, the terrorists took off with 
the truck towards the Dürümlülü hamlet. 
The residents of Tanışık Village chased the 
truck in two vehicles. When they arrived 
in the hamlet, the terrorists switched to 
another car that was guiding them and 
opened fire on our citizens from Tanışık 
Village. As the clashes continued, terrorists 
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moved away from the truck and detonated 
the explosives. As a result of the blast, where 
an estimated 10-15 tons of explosives were 
used, 16 villagers in two vehicles lost their 
lives. The impact of the blast was so severe 
that there was no trace of the vehicle or the 
bodies of 12 of the 16 villagers. 

I would like to emphasize that this terrorist 
organization attempted to conduct a terror-
ist attack to kill hundreds of innocent peo-
ple and 16 citizens died to prevent such an 
attack. Normally, the whole world should 
react and strongly condemn such a terrorist 
attack by a terrorist organization aiming to 
use a truckload of explosives in downtown 
Diyarbakır. We had similar terrorist at-
tacks before, but the world is always silent 
about them. There was no reaction to this 
tragic incident from anyone, in particular 
from the Western countries where the sep-
aratist terrorist organization carries out its 
activities under various names and is even 
supported. Western countries speak out 
against the terrorist attacks in Paris and 
Brussels, but remain silent on the death of 
innocent people in Lahore, Ankara, Istan-
bul and Diyarbakır. This is what breaks our 
heart. Where does this ambivalent attitude 
take us? We observe that international pol-
itics is not honest. Although the separatist 
terrorist organization clearly took respon-
sibility for the action, the incident received 
no coverage from countries claiming to be 
sensitive to terrorism, from human rights 
organizations or from the media.

Esteemed Guests, 

As I always say, the most important prob-
lem in the world today is not terrorism. The 

most important problem in the world to-
day is this hypocritical and ambivalent po-
sition against terrorist organizations. This 
attitude empowers and supports terrorist 
organizations. Countries dominating the 
arms industry provide weapons to these 
terrorists. Let them deny it if they dare. We 
all know which countries provide weapons 
to these terrorist organizations and we tell 
the world through our media.

We knocked on every door to create a 
safe zone along our southern borders to 
save the lives of innocent Syrian people. I 
shared this suggestion with the President 
of the United States, Western countries as 
well as with Russia before the deteriora-
tion of our relations. Those who turned a 
deaf ear to our suggestion are now employ-
ing untoward methods to stop the wave of 
refugees. 

We repeatedly warned the countries con-
ducting operations in the region not to 
provide weapons and munitions to the ter-
rorist organizations in Syria. Now, some 
of these weapons are used against our 
country. However, you can be sure that 
some of those weapons will also be used 
one day against the countries which pro-
vided them. Do you know why? Because 
this is what terrorist organizations do; like 
a scorpion, they eventually bite the hand 
that feeds them. Those who walk hand in 
hand with terrorist organizations because 
it suits their interests must know that 
they will be responsible for the bombs and 
weapons that will be used against them in 
the future. 
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Fighting against the invisible is harder 
than fighting against the visible

Dozens of citizens lost their lives in Kilis 
because of the rockets launched from Syr-
ia. However, Kilis is no different than any 
other European city. Who can tell which 
city in a Western country will become a 
neighbor to the terrorist organization that 
is neighboring Kilis today? We are working 
hard to resolve the problems in Kilis. We 
are taking measures to make the city safer 
and to help compensate for the damage to 
our citizens and tradespeople. 

On the other hand, we continue to fight 
the separatist terrorist organization and 
Daesh. We are well aware that both organ-
izations are allied with the Syrian regime 
and other powers in the region against our 
country. Turkey is not only fighting the 
PKK and Daesh, but also PYD and YPG. 
Fighting against the invisible is harder 
than fighting against the visible. 

I am calling on the whole world. The kill-
ings, arms sale and dirty alliances estab-
lished in Syria and Iraq on the pretext of 
fighting Daesh pave the way for much big-
ger problems in the world. If there is no 
agreement on a principled stance against 
terrorist organizations, the world will not 
be safe for anyone in the future.

Tomorrow will be too late for those who, 
for their own comfort, ignore the deaths 
of 600,000 innocent people in Syria, the 
thousands of people who drown in the seas 
and the rockets that fall in Kilis. 

As a nation, we are used to doing things 
on our own. God willing, we will defeat 
the separatist terrorist organization and 
Daesh. If no one helps us prevent the rock-
ets from falling in Kilis, we will sort that 
out, too. But we cannot heal the wounds in 
the conscience of humanity resulting from 
this hypocrisy on our own. Neither can we 
cope with the threats of terrorist organiza-
tions that will become global in the future 
on our own. We are doing our part to send 
out a warning in advance. If the West and 
the countries that are struggling for power 
in the region insist on going their own way, 
we will have at least discharged our duty. 

Esteemed Guests, 

We will hold the World Humanitarian 
Summit in Istanbul next Monday and 
Tuesday. This summit is critically impor-
tant for the humanitarian aid system today 
because the world needs peace and stabil-
ity more than ever before. I would like to 
take this opportunity to invite all countries 
to act in solidarity in order to resolve glob-
al humanitarian crises. May Allah guide 
and help us.

I would like to once again express my hope 
that the 3rd Session of the Islamic Confer-
ence of Ministers Responsible for Water of 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
will benefit Muslims and all mankind. I ex-
tend my sincere respects to you all. All the 
best.
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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Distinguished Guests,

I once again extend my respects to you.

Over the last two days, we had some very 
productive consultations and took impor-
tant decisions. Together, we discussed the 
difficulties and challenges we face in tak-

ing humanitarian action and how we can 
overcome these challenges. 

Our emphasis when we began preparing 
for this Summit was on humanity and hu-
man dignity in the context of resolving 
humanitarian problems. We said that it is 
our mutual commitment and moral duty 
to protect the dignity and safety of people 

All People Of Conscience Should 
React To Income Inequality

Closing Ceremony of the World Humanitarian Summit | Istanbul | May 24, 2016 
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so that they can look to the future with 
hope. During the Summit, many partici-
pating countries and organizations made 
concrete commitments within the frame-
work of the Agenda for Humanity present-
ed by the Esteemed Secretary General.

We know that people have very different 
security and living standards in different 
parts of the world and sometimes even in 
the same place. While some people live in 
luxury and extravagance, millions of oth-
ers try to hold on to life in poverty and 
hunger. This is not fair. No member of the 
international community and no country 
of conscience can remain indifferent to 
this sharp contrast. I hope that the World 
Humanitarian Summit will initiate a fun-
damental shift in the way people think 
about this issue. 

This summit will succeed only if it can ush-
er in a new era in the lives of the oppressed 
people in the world, especially African, 
Asian, Syrian and Iraqi children. We hope 
that this historic summit will pave the way 
for a more peaceful and fair world to match 
its name and significance. We have to show 
those who have hopes regarding the out-
comes of the summit that we did not close 
our hearts and minds to them. On the con-
trary, we embrace them more tightly than 
ever before.

Although understanding the magnitude of 
the global problem we face and focusing on 
solutions are important, on their own, they 
are not sufficient. Tears, a broken heart or 
a hurt conscience cannot be consoled by 

empty words and commitments, but only 
by strong actions. 

To this end, we should share our political, 
moral and financial responsibilities glob-
ally and take action swiftly. We cannot be 
considered to have fulfilled our human-
itarian and conscientious responsibility 
unless we and the developed countries in 
particular fulfill our promises. We must ac-
knowledge this.

Every day and minute we waste, hundreds 
of people die and thousands of people face 
new tragedies. As responsible and princi-
pled members of the international com-
munity, we should ensure that the commit-
ments made at this summit are fulfilled.

You can rest assured that Turkey will con-
tinue to do its part on this matter and mo-
bilize all of its resources. 

Before I conclude my remarks, I would like 
to thank the Esteemed Secretary General 
for his efforts to make this summit a reality 
and all participants on behalf of millions of 
people affected by crises. I would like to say 
once again that it has been a great pleasure 
and honor to host this historic meeting on 
behalf of the Turkish state and nation and 
share this historic moment with you. 

I salute you with respect and affection. 
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Distinguished Rector of Makerere Univer-
sity Prof. Ezra Suruma, Esteemed Members 
of the Senate, Esteemed Members of Facul-
ty, Dear Students, Distinguished Guests,

I greet you with respect and affection.

It is a pleasure to be with you on my first 
visit to Uganda, “the Pearl of Africa.” I 
would like to thank the university admin-
istration for the warm hospitality extend-
ed to me and my delegation.

Makerere University ranks among the 
world’s top universities and is one of the 
top three higher education institutions 
in Africa. I feel especially honored to be 
deemed worthy of being awarded an hon-
orary doctorate by such a distinguished 
university.

On this visit, we held one-on-one meetings 
as well as meetings between delegations 
with my esteemed friend President Mu-

Turkey Aims To Voice Africa’s 
Concerns

Uganda Makerere University Honorary Doctorate Award Ceremony 
Kampala, Uganda | June 1, 2016 
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seveni and his delegation. We also signed 
important agreements that will serve to 
strengthen the basis of our relations. I 
would like to express my appreciation to 
President Museveni for his current and 
future services to his country. We are also 
happy to know that he is a close friend of 
Turkey and the Turkish people.

I would like to say that I am very impressed 
by the culture of coexistence in Uganda 
where more than 50 tribes and members 
of many religious faiths live together. I be-
lieve that Uganda, which I view as a shin-
ing star of Africa, will attain its rightful 
position in the continent and the world. 
We appreciate the contributions of Ugan-
da, which fought against colonialism in 
the past and fights against terrorism now, 
to peace in the region and the world.

Turkey attaches great importance to im-
proving relations with the friendly coun-
try of Uganda in every area. As the current 
president of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, I believe that we should act 
in solidarity against the common global 
and regional threats that Islamic countries 
face. I see that we have the common will to 
take a strong position about these threats 
and devise common solutions. We must 
all strive together to translate this will into 
concrete results in political, economic, so-
cial and cultural fields.

We are here to improve our relations 
with Uganda

Distinguished Rector, Esteemed Guests,

Our relations with Uganda date back to 
the 19th century. At that time, Mehmet 
Emin, an Ottoman Pasha and a traveler, 
served in the territories where Uganda lies 
today. Emin Pasha was a physician and a 
naturalist by profession. He discovered 
hundreds of animal and plant species, and 
made valuable contributions to science. Af-
ter spending 10 years in these territories, 
Emin Pasha was killed by a slave-trading 
tribe in Congo in 1892. Emin Pasha gave 
his life in his struggle against the slave 
trade. I would like to take this opportunity 
to respectfully pay homage to Emin Pasha 
who played an important role in the Tur-
key-Uganda brotherhood and left such an 
honorable legacy.

Following in the footsteps of Emin Pasha, 
we supported Uganda in its struggle for in-
dependence and prosperity and today, 124 
years later, we are here to develop our re-
lations with Uganda. Turkey-Uganda rela-
tions have gained some momentum more 
recently. However, I consider the volume 
of trade between our countries to be very 
low and I do believe that we can increase it. 

Both countries opened Embassies in each 
other’s country in 2010 and 2011. In ad-
dition, we encouraged our civil society 
organizations, Turkish Airlines and busi-
nessmen to visit Uganda to consolidate the 
historic bridge between our hearts.

I made a request to the Esteemed President 
today. I said, “If you will grant us a large 
piece of land, we can build a large embassy 
befitting us. And we can allocate a similar 
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plot to you in Ankara, the capital city of 
the Republic of Turkey.” When I began to 
serve, Turkey had 12 embassies in African 
countries. We now have 39 embassies. 

We are in the process of diversifying our 
contacts with the Ugandan people from all 
walks of life. On this trip to Uganda, I am 
accompanied by 115 businessmen. We will 
encourage them to engage in joint initia-
tives. I am delighted that there are a lot of 
Ugandan students studying in our univer-
sities and speaking fluent Turkish. I hope 
that our relations will grow stronger with 
each passing day.

Dear Friends,

Turkey is a European and an Asian coun-
try, but it is also an African country owing 
to its historical ties with the continent. We 
believe that Africa and Turkey share the 
same destiny. For this reason and in keep-
ing with the spirit of the times, Turkey 
recently adopted a new approach in its re-
lations with the continent. First and fore-
most, we believe that Africa is a continent 
that is full of opportunities for the happi-
ness, peace and welfare of African peoples.

Africa will take center stage in the 21st 
century

There is no doubt that Africa will take 
center stage in the 21st century. Africa con-
tinues to develop and grow while the big-
gest economies of the world are struggling 
with the economic crisis. Six out of ten of 
the fastest growing economies in the world 

in the last 10 years are on this continent. 
We are as hopeful and enthusiastic as our 
African brothers to watch the continent 
rise and progress towards its rightful posi-
tion step by step.

Our policy of expanding our relations with 
Africa gained momentum with the declara-
tion of 2005 as the “Year of Africa” in Turkey. 
This was very successful and we made sig-
nificant progress in many areas including 
trade volume, political dialog mechanisms, 
education and economic investments. We 
have now moved to a new and advanced 
phase in defining our relations with Africa 
as the “Turkey-Africa Partnership”.

We had 12 embassies in Africa in 2009; to-
day we have 39. At the same time, 32 Afri-
can countries opened embassies in Turkey. 
This, too, is very important. Today, Turkish 
Airlines flies to 48 destinations in 32 coun-
tries on the continent.

Turkey extends a helping hand to its Afri-
can brothers and sisters without hesitation 
not only in terms of economic partnership, 
but also in case of every other need. There 
are 4,500 African students studying in Tur-
key with the “Turkey Scholarships” granted 
by our government. We attach great impor-
tance to providing support in education to 
young Africans. We believe that well-edu-
cated and qualified human resources will 
contribute greatly to the development of 
African countries.

The Turkish Cooperation and Coordination 
Agency (TİKA), the Turkish Red Crescent 
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and many other Turkish civil society or-
ganizations responsible for the delivery of 
development and humanitarian aid carried 
out thousands of successful humanitarian 
and development aid projects in Uganda. 
We will continue with such efforts. 

Turkey voices issues relating to Africa on 
international platforms. During our G20 
Presidency, improving G20 relations with 
developing countries was one of our main 
priorities. African countries are, no doubt, 
the focus of such efforts.

As you know, we embraced 3 million Syr-
ians fleeing conflicts in their country and 
seeking refuge with us. We did not put up 
walls and barbed wire fences or ask, “Why 
are you coming to Turkey?”. They were flee-
ing barrel bombs; we could not close our 
doors on them. We rescued over 100,000 
refugees from drowning in the Aegean Sea 
with our Coast Guard boats.

Dear Friends,

We said that we will be extending a giv-
ing hand not a taking hand. Currently, the 
United States provides the biggest amount 
of development aid to less developed coun-
tries, Turkey is second and the United 
Kingdom is third. However, as a ratio of na-
tional income, Turkey ranks first, the Unit-
ed States second and the United Kingdom 
third. We will carry on with our efforts in 
this direction.

I would like to emphasize another point in 
the presence of the distinguished lecturers 

and students: The world is bigger than 5. 
The fate of the world cannot hang on the 
decisions of 5 permanent members of the 
United Nations. They cannot continue to 
impose an arrangement which was shaped 
under World War II conditions. If Syria is 
not able to solve its problem today, it is be-
cause one or two of the permanent mem-
bers say “No”. 

Dear Brothers,

We will continue to voice our objections to 
such inconsistencies and express our de-
mand for reform on every platform.

I would like to express once again how very 
pleased I am to be here with you in Uganda 
and to be awarded an honorary doctorate 
degree. I extend my respects and affection 
to you all. All the best.
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Muslims, Esteemed Ahıska Turks, Es-
teemed Brothers and Sisters,

I greet you with heartfelt affection and 
longing. 

I extend my endless thanks to Allah for 
bringing us together at such a meaningful 
iftar table in this sacred month of Rama-

dan which begins with mercy, entails for-
giveness and ends in emancipation from 
the fire of hell.

As you know, the reason I came to the Unit-
ed States is to bid farewell to Muhammad 
Ali, one of the most important sportsmen 
in recent history, and a good Muslim who 
was, I believe, very well-known and loved 

We Will Continue To Support 
Ahıska Turks

Iftar Program at the Louisville Cultural Center of Ahıska Turks 
Louisville, USA | June 9, 2016 
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by everybody. I once again pray for Allah’s 
mercy for Muhammad Ali who, with his 
strong personality, put his name down 
with golden letters in history and left an 
indelible mark in his country and the en-
tire world. 

Muhammad Ali was especially important 
to our generation due to attributes beyond 
his sportsmanship. We were impressed by 
his perspective on life as much as by his 
achievements in the ring. A majority of 
those who gathered around their televi-
sions to watch his matches, which would 
be very late after midnight in my country, 
admired his stance. 

We followed him with admiration as he 
converted to Islam at the age of 22 in the 
United States and, despite all barriers, held 
his head high and went his own way with-
out making any concessions. 

As Muhammad Ali climbed the ladder of 
success to his championship in the ring, he 
also secured a special place in the world and 
in the United States deep in the hearts of 
all Muslims and people facing oppression. 
While his punches stunned his opponents, 
it relieved the hearts of the oppressed be-
cause they knew that Muhammad Ali was 
also fighting for them. 

Muhammad Ali’s fight in the ring was like 
a reflection of the very old battle between 
good and evil. Of course, the evil ones were 
not Muhammad Ali’s components, they 
were only sportsmen. The evil ones are 
those who oppress, torment, do injustice 

and hurt people. Muhammad Ali was fight-
ing them rather than his opponents. This 
was how we viewed him and his fighting. 

We also recognized his considerate nature 
with respect to his decision not to go to Vi-
etnam. He said, “The Vietnamese people 
did not do any harm to us, why would I go 
there?” One can see the thoughtfulness un-
derlying these words. As you know, he was 
sentenced to 5 years in prison and fined 
10,000 dollars because of his position on 
this matter. The time he was away from 
the ring was torturous for him. After he 
returned to the ring, he quickly reclaimed 
the championships which were unfairly 
taken away from him. I pray that Allah will 
reward him for the feeling of goodness he 
represented for Muslims and humanity. I 
once again pray that he may rest in peace 
and extend my condolences to his family 
and those who loved him. 

Islamic countries are far from unity and 
solidarity

This evening, we sit together at a table of love. 

“Muhammad was born out of love, 

What can be born out of love without Mu-
hammad?”

It is a pleasure to share this iftar table 
with you in the United States and feel the 
spiritual atmosphere of Ramadan here.

Gathering around a table like this in a 
country like the United States where Mus-
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lims are a minority is really a blessing. This 
is why I care a lot about solidarity, helping 
and sharing within your community. What 
we have here this evening is a precious re-
flection of these good actions.

We are all people from different origins, 
groups, cities and walks of life gathered 
around this table for the same reason. This 
is what Islam is about; it is about leaving 
all differences aside and uniting around 
the Oneness of Allah and His Messenger, 
the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). If we 
strengthen and spread this unity, together-
ness and spirit, Muslims and all mankind 
will find peace and happiness. 

Unfortunately, Islamic countries, Syria and 
Iraq in particular, are far from unity, soli-
darity and brotherhood even during these 
holy days. The current situation is such 
that, in many parts of the world, Muslims 
fight each other. Those who kill and those 
who die are Muslims... Both say “Allahu 
Akbar”. Therefore, it is not only ill will and 
anti-Islam sentiments, but also the current 
situation that causes some people to freely 
associate Muslims with terrorists. 

There is state terrorism in Syria. A murder-
er who killed 600,000 people is in power. 
Twelve million people were displaced from 
their homes. We are hosting 3 million refu-
gees from Syria and Iraq. We do not seek to 
bargain on the number of refugees that we 
will admit like the European Union coun-
tries do. We maintain an open-door policy 
to all who are fleeing barrel bombs and 
chemical bombs.

As you know, many of our Ahıska brothers 
and sisters currently live in Ukraine. They 
are facing death threats there. We relocated 
some of them to Üzümlü in Erzincan and 
others to Ahlat in Bitlis. About 330 fam-
ilies were settled in these places. We will 
continue to settle others in various places. 
We cannot abandon them to the bombs. 

Dear Brothers,

I would like to emphasize that we will con-
tinue to provide every support to the Ahıs-
ka Turks who are forced out of their home 
countries. We will always stand by Ahıska 
Turks in their fight to return to their home 
countries. We wholeheartedly believe that 
no matter where they live, Ahıska Turks 
will continue to be valuable and produc-
tive members of society.

I once again pray that the month of Rama-
dan will bring blessings. I hope that Ram-
adan brings peace and welfare to Islamic 
countries and humanity. I hope that we 
celebrate Eid al-Fitr in unity and solidarity. 

All the best. 
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Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community, Esteemed International 
Investors, Dear Friends,

I salute you. On behalf of myself and my 
people, I thank you all for honoring the 
Presidential Complex, the home of the na-
tion, with your presence. 

Turkey faced the most malicious and hei-
nous coup attempt in its history on the 
evening of July 15. Without question, any 
coup, coup attempt or effort to harm de-
mocracy and freedoms is malicious. How-
ever, the night of the July 15 coup attempt 
left an indelible mark as a much worse 
incident because the people were directly 
targeted and attacked. 

There Will Be No Interference In 
Economic Activities Due To The 

State Of Emergency

High-Level Economic Meeting with International Investors
Ankara | August 2, 2016 
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On the night of the coup attempt, four 
places were bombed. Two of them were 
buildings that belonged to our police force. 
The other two were the Turkish Grand Na-
tional Assembly and the Presidential Com-
plex. The eastern facade of the building we 
were in was fired upon by helicopters. At 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly, the 
office used by Prime Ministers, offices sur-
rounding the General Assembly and the 
garden were bombed. The common char-
acteristic of these two institutions is that 
both are occupied by those who are direct-
ly elected by the people. 

I would like to draw your attention to a 
point in particular. You are here as interna-
tional investors and I address you as inter-
national investors. While there are some 
authoritarian and theocratic regimes in 
the world, democratic regimes outnumber 
them. All Western countries are governed 
by democratic and parliamentary systems. 
Unfortunately, none of these democratic 
countries paid us a visit yet. But we know 
how they went to Belgium and France af-
ter the terrorist attacks. Airports in some 
countries even put up banners that say, 
“Do not go to Turkey, your visit to Turkey 
supports Erdoğan”. What kind of democra-
cy is this? I am not a President who came to 
power with a military coup. I was elected 
with 52 percent of the votes of my people. 

You are very much aware of the progress 
Turkey has made during my 12 years as 
Prime Minister and 2 years as President. 
The steps we have taken with respect to 
global capital are evident. You have first-

hand experience that Turkey is one of the 
most reliable countries with respect to the 
economy. I must say that it is very obvi-
ous that the powers that cannot tolerate 
Turkey’s progress supported this coup at-
tempt. The coup attempt was not planned 
and staged only here at home. I am a 
straightforward person; this coup attempt 
was planned abroad and acted on by actors 
at home. You are also more or less aware of 
that. 

The actors in this coup attempt failed to 
take the people into account

The actors in the coup attempt at home 
and abroad failed to take one factor into 
account. What was that? It was the peo-
ple. They could not imagine that the peo-
ple of this nation would lie down in front 
of tanks. We have a Congress Center next 
door to us here. Five people were martyred 
there on the night of the coup. We found 
the severed head of a woman on the roof of 
the Congress Center. 

Now I ask, what were the coup plotters 
thinking as they dropped bombs on the 
people? They dropped bombs on their own 
people from planes and ran over them with 
tanks. Which human with a conscience can 
enact such cruelty? Unfortunately, there 
was a coup attempt in Turkey which was 
very different from previous coups in its 
history. So far, 238 people died and 2,200 
people are injured. 

I talked on the phone with our veterans 
who are currently in hospitals. One of 
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the veterans I talked to was a young man 
named Sabri. Sabri is 34 years old. He is 
a software developer and very interested 
in air defense systems. Sabri’s arm was 
crushed by the tracks of a tank used by the 
coup plotters. Thank God, he will not lose 
his arm. As we talked on the phone, this 
young man acted like nothing had hap-
pened. He said to me, “Mr. President, are 
you okay?”  Coups cannot harm the people 
of this nation as long as they have such 
faith and determination. 

I also talked to a colonel. The colonel was 
hit by 7 bullets. Our veteran colonel was 
not thinking about himself, but about me. 
He said, “Mr. President, be careful.” 

Dear Brothers,

There is a reason for telling you these 
things. Turkey has been exposed to the 
attacks of armed terrorist organizations 
since the mid-1980s. The PKK, DHKP-C 
and lately Daesh have been conducting 
war against our country with armed at-
tacks, assassinations and suicide bombers. 

We are also aware that the social, political 
and economic attacks we face from time 
to time are not independent from these at-
tacks. I listened to the speech of the Bosch 
CEO, but I do not agree with his remarks 
about guests coming to Turkey. I under-
stand that there is disinformation in their 
countries. We need to tell them that Tur-
key is safe and that they should not worry 
about coming here. If there is no consensus 
in the international community with re-

gard to terrorism and coups like this, these 
threats will turn on them some day. We 
provided Belgium with the names of some 
terrorists. Belgium later released those ter-
rorists and the same terrorists blew them-
selves up at the airport. 

On Monday, NGOs established by our cit-
izens in Germany organized a demonstra-
tion with the slogan “No to coups, yes to 
democracy”. They could not stand it that 
I joined this meeting held in Cologne via 
video conference from Turkey. Meanwhile, 
the same country, Germany, let the lead-
ers of the separatist terrorist organization 
address that organization’s demonstration 
via video conference from Kandil. Now I 
ask you, does the West support terrorism 
or fight it? Does the West support democ-
racies or coups and terrorism? Unfortu-
nately, the West supports terrorism and 
coups. They do not suffer like we do. 

We did not receive the support we 
expected from our friends during and 
after the coup attempt

Dear Friends, 

With all due respect, let us be frank, truth-
ful and brave. If we are not courageous, 
a lot of people will get hurt around the 
world. This coup attempt can find its way 
to other countries in different forms. 

The July 15 coup attempt is the latest, 
most bloody, visible and heinous example 
of these armed and unarmed attacks. Tur-
key has been fighting successfully against 



Recep Tayyip ERDOĞAN

410



The Vision of New Turkey | “The World is Bigger Than 5”

411

all terrorist organizations and succeeded 
in putting down the coup attempt as well. 
I must say that we did not receive the sup-
port we expected from our friends during 
and after the coup attempt, neither do we 
receive the support of our friends regard-
ing our fight against other terrorist organ-
izations. This fact is plainly evident in the 
reactions both during and in the aftermath 
of the coup attempt. 

We know that someday our friends and al-
lies will understand and acknowledge that 
we were right all along. We hope that they 
reach that point before they experience 
similar tragedies. 

Esteemed Guests, 

I am certainly aware that the situation I 
describe to you does not look good from a 
distance. However, those who have lived in 
Turkey long enough and know our country 
and people well will agree that Turkey is a 
very different country where events and 
developments that seem contradictory can 
happen simultaneously. Terrorist attacks 
that take place in one part of our country 
does not stop social, economic and cultural 
activities from going ahead in other parts. 
It is even possible to see this distinction 
within the same district of a province or 
even in neighborhoods.

It is true that there was a coup attempt on 
July 15, but this does not change the fact 
that life goes on as normal the next day. As 
you may have observed, economic indica-
tors showed a speedy recovery and normal-

ization after a short period of fluctuation 
following the coup attempt. The US Dollar 
is back to less than 3.00 Turkish Lira and 
the stock market is on the rise. Other data 
also indicate recovery and a positive trend. 
Our foreign exchange reserves at the Cen-
tral Bank did not decrease. On the contra-
ry, the reserves increased to more than 125 
billion dollars. Unemployment and inter-
est rates remain below 10 percent. I believe 
that we will maintain the 4 percent growth 
rate from the first quarter until the end of 
the year. 

Our people did not rush to markets, banks 
or exchange offices. When a state of emer-
gency would be declared in the past, there 
would be a rush to the supermarkets and 
people would start hoarding. In this case 
however, people did not stay indoors. They 
took to the streets. It was the people who 
fought against the coup plotters for their 
freedom and future. The coup attempt 
should be considered unique because it 
showed that Turkey has a functioning free 
market economy that will never be dis-
rupted no matter what the circumstances. 

International investors never lose on 
their investments in Turkey

As a country and a nation, we demonstrat-
ed a number of times that we have the capa-
bility and means to handle every problem 
within our borders. Turkey is a country 
with high aspirations and a serious poten-
tial to achieve these aspirations. Our goal is 
to make full use of this potential with the 
projects we prepare and carry out. 
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Many of you here witnessed the last 14 
years in Turkey’s history. Turkey never 
gave up on its main aims and projects de-
spite the crises, obstacles, many attacks 
and provocations it faced. Was the con-
struction of the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge 
interrupted? Was the Eurasia Tunnel pro-
ject stopped? Did we stop the construction 
of divided highways? They are all under-
way. The construction of airports is also 
underway. We said, “There is no stopping, 
we will keep going.” Hopefully, we will 
open the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge on Au-
gust 26. No international investor working 
with us in the last 14 years recorded a loss 
in this country; on the contrary, they al-
ways gained and will continue to do so in 
the future. 

The economic situation was always on the 
agenda at the meetings of the National Se-
curity Council, the Council of Ministers 
and all other meetings during the days 
following the coup attempt. We need to 
take two steps. First, the state of emergen-
cy declared after the coup attempt makes 
it possible to act more swiftly in terms of 
the actions to be taken by the government. 
Secondly, we need to start restructuring 
the Turkish Armed Forces. We have to take 
these steps. I am sorry to see that some are 
doubtful about these actions. 

We take every opportunity to emphasize 
our determination with respect to econom-
ic reforms. We agree with our colleagues 
about the need to swiftly enact the legisla-
tion pertaining to economic reform wait-
ing to be approved in the Grand National 

Assembly of Turkey. Since the processes 
dealing with the coup attempt are conduct-
ed by decrees, the agenda of the Assembly 
will not be blocked and economic reform 
packages will be debated without delay.

Esteemed Guests, 

In this process, Turkey proved, without a 
doubt, its commitment to democracy, fun-
damental rights and freedoms and the rule 
of law. All steps were taken in compliance 
with the Constitution and the laws. The As-
sembly and the Government carry on with 
their work without interruption. There has 
not been nor will there ever be any inter-
ference, no matter how small, in the econ-
omy due to the state of emergency. Imple-
mentation of the state of emergency in 
our country fully complies with European 
Union procedures. In fact, we implement 
a state of emergency that is much softer 
in many areas than the one in the Europe-
an countries despite the fact that we suf-
fered a much graver attack in the form of 
a coup attempt. What did France do? They 
declared a state of emergency for 3+3+6 
months, in other words, one year. 

Differences of opinion with some 
countries is not an obstacle to our 
economic goals

We will take firm action in order to ensure 
peace in my country and to eliminate the 
reasons that made millions of people take 
to the streets. Those who think that Tur-
key is too busy with domestic matters due 
to these challenges to focus on the global 
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agenda are wrong as this would be an in-
correct analysis. We know that the motive 
behind some of the challenges we face to-
day is to divert our attention away from the 
world and keep us busy with domestic is-
sues. However, we know very well that the 
only way out is to integrate with the devel-
oped world. 

The differences of opinion we have with 
some countries and institutions are not an 
obstacle for our economic goals. There are 
significant differences in political views 
even between the countries of the Europe-
an Union. Likewise, we are all aware of the 
profound differences in terms of political 
views between the most powerful coun-
tries of the world, especially the Europe-
an Union, the United States, Russia and 
China. It is not fair to say that having such 
differing views would have an impact on 
Turkey when they do not constitute a prob-
lem for other countries. In particular, it is 
completely wrong to think that such differ-
ences of opinion will give rise to sanctions 
for companies from that country. 

In addition, Turkey should be appreciat-
ed for another reason. We cannot prevent 
terrorism-related crises in our region, but 
we have been able to prevent them from 
getting in our way despite our geographi-
cal proximity. Despite all the tension and 
differences of opinion between us, we did 
not take any irresponsible actions that 
would have caused trouble for Europe and 
the Western countries even during the ref-
ugee crisis. Put simply, we protected Eu-
rope. We protected Europe by admitting 3 

million Syrian and Iraqi refugees into our 
country. Nevertheless, Europe has not kept 
its promises. Turkey spent 12.5 billion dol-
lars on refugees from the state budget. We 
believe that we did not suffer any humani-
tarian, political or economic loss by acting 
this way; on the contrary, we made signifi-
cant gains. 

Even in the crisis with Russia over the 
downing of their plane, we acted responsi-
bly with respect to our economic relations 
despite the offensive steps taken by Russia. 
God willing, I will visit Russia on the 9th of 
the month. We will discuss our economic 
relations.

Esteemed Guests,

You know through first-hand experience 
the importance Turkey attaches to interna-
tional investments made in our country. 

We aim to become one of the top ten most 
developed countries, increasing total GDP 
to 2 trillion dollars, income per capita to 
25,000 dollars and foreign trade volume to 
1 trillion dollars by 2023. We will do this 
together with entrepreneurs and investors. 
Therefore, we will not take any steps that 
will harm or upset investors. You may rest 
assured of that. 

This process created an opportunity 
for the revision of the state structure in 
Turkey

It is clear that you have some questions. 
First of all, I would like to assure you that 
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Turkey does not lack a qualified labor 
force. We have approximately 3,340,000 
public employees in Turkey. As a result 
of recent investigations, 62,000 were sus-
pended. We should not forget that if the 
claims against some of them are proven to 
be unfounded as a result of investigations 
and proceedings, they can return to their 
duties. 

You may say that the number of staff sus-
pended from duty in some institutions is 
very high. Which institutions are they? For 
example, the judiciary. If the judiciary is 
run by personnel who focus solely on their 
work and not on external interventions, 
and do not act on the orders of some irre-
sponsible people, this will not slow down 
the judicial system; on the contrary, it will 
ensure a proper and smooth functioning of 
the system. Also, there will be new recruit-
ment, therefore, we will not experience 
any shortage of personnel. 

This is also true for the police force. Al-
though thousands of high ranking officers 
have been suspended or expelled, security 
services were not disrupted. On the con-
trary, it is of higher quality now. The Police 
Force was one of the organizations which 
was infested with the parallel structure; it 
was their breeding ground. We could not 
be informed about the coup on time be-
cause the first thing that the parallel struc-
ture did was to corrupt our intelligence or-
ganization. We reestablished intelligence 
networks in other areas to a great extent. 
As you know, in the United States, the CIA 
and the FBI are not the only organizations, 

there are tens of other intelligence organ-
izations. Turkey is now reestablishing its 
intelligence networks. This is why I consid-
er these efforts as a “restructuring of the 
state” and the “restructuring of our armed 
forces.” 

Some politicians may say that everything 
is too rushed. What am I supposed to do, if 
they are not ready? We did not start to take 
these steps immediately after the coup. We 
were already doing this. I believe that this 
situation has created an opportunity to 
revise Turkey’s state structure. It is imper-
ative that we establish a powerful intelli-
gence mechanism to combat the activities 
of this organization. 

You can be sure that the suspensions in oth-
er institutions will yield positive results as 
well. For example, we will close down the 
Presidency of Telecommunications and 
Communication (TİB) because it is one of 
the places filled with these villains. TİB 
will be transferred to the Information and 
Communication Technologies Authority 
(BTK). BTK will take the necessary steps 
on this matter. Public employees that were 
affiliated with this organization did not 
serve their state and people, but submitted 
their will to another power. I believe that 
these people were responsible for a con-
siderable number of the problems we have 
faced so far. 

I also believe that things will be done prop-
erly now with public employees who are 
faithful to the hierarchy of the institutions 
and fulfill their duties within the frame-
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work of the powers assigned to them by 
laws and other regulations. 

In the business community, people who 
acted in cooperation with the FETÖ ter-
rorist organization that spread like cancer 
and created unfair competition will be de-
prived of this opportunity. Public employ-
ees who make things difficult for investors, 
cause needless delays and do not provide 
support will have no excuse now. If you 
face such impediments from public em-
ployees, please report them so that they 
will be dismissed right away. Our goal is to 
work hard. There is no position available in 
the state to those whose aim is to hinder 
and ask for “favors” or “consideration.” 

If there are legislative barriers, they will be 
amended. You can submit your requests to 
us through the International Investors As-
sociation (YASED) and the Union of Cham-
bers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey 
(TOBB). This is as important to me, the 
Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers, 
Ministers, Undersecretaries and Directors 
General as overcoming the coup attempt. 

We attach great importance to rapidly 
increasing investments in our country

Esteemed Friends, 

Our agenda is not only about the coup 
attempt, the actions of terrorist organi-
zations or measures to be taken against 
them. We are already taking firm and swift 
action in these respects, but we also have 
the Yavuz Sultan Selim Bridge which will 

be inaugurated on August 26 on our agen-
da. The Eurasia Tunnel will be opened 
on December 20. We also have the 1915 
Çanakkale Bridge on our agenda. “Channel 
Istanbul” is another project which we are 
determined to complete. We have plans 
for completing the construction of high-
speed railways and initiating the construc-
tion of new lines. Our agenda is dominat-
ed by our desire to increase investments, 
employment, exports and qualified labor 
force. We also aim to provide a vision to 
new generations. In short, we would like 
to move forward with each step. Had we 
been caught up in the past or given up in 
face of obstacles, we could not have tripled 
growth in Turkey in 14 years. 

I also have a request. One of the most im-
portant items on our agenda is the defense 
industry. Let us build our own defense in-
dustry together. Let us do this with ven-
tures between national and global capital. 
Can we do this? We can. We are currently 
manufacturing unmanned air vehicles. 
Hopefully, we will manufacture our own 
warplanes and passenger planes. At one 
point, we will also make our own missiles. 
Work is underway in these areas and we 
are determined to achieve these goals. 

We always maintained a broad vision, 
aimed for the horizon, never gave up the 
struggle even for a moment to realize our 
accomplishments. We are working to build 
the future based on the lessons we learned 
from the past. We are determined to con-
tinue on this blessed journey from the past 
to the future.
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We will overcome the disinformation in 
the West about our country with your help. 
Therefore, communication is very impor-
tant. It is also very important to us to rapid-
ly increase investments in our country. We 
will continue to provide investors with the 
support they need. 

We will never forget our friends who walk 
with us on this path and trust, help and 
support us today. This country and nation 
have never let down those who trusted 
them. I personally witnessed many exam-
ples in this regard. 

We have a nice saying. We say, “First the 
companion, then the road.” The companion 
comes first. We see you as our companions. 
We will work together, make gains togeth-
er and work jointly towards greater goals. 
May Allah help and guide us. 

I would like to thank all international in-
vestors for meeting us today and confirm-
ing their trust in Turkey. 

I would like to once again express my 
thanks for your interest on behalf of my-
self and my people. As the President serv-
ing his people 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year, it is my primary duty to pay attention 
to your issues. I would like you to know 
that the door is always open to you. I salute 
you all with respect and affection. 
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My Esteemed Friend and Distinguished 
President Mr. Putin, Distinguished Rep-
resentatives of the Turkish and Russian 
Business Community,

I greet you with respect and affection.

I hope that this wonderful gathering of 
Turkish and Russian businessmen will 
benefit our countries. 

As you know, the tragic incident that took 
place at the end of November 2015 cast a 
shadow over our good and beneficial rela-
tions with Russia.

Turkey held two elections in 2015. We suf-
fered many terrorist attacks during the 
same period. These events reached a peak 
with the most sinister and heinous coup 

We Should Put Our 100 Billion 
Dollar Trade Volume Target 

Back On The Agenda

Turkey-Russia Business Forum | Saint Petersburg, Russia | August 9, 2016
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attempt in our history on July 15. This 
malicious attack on our democracy and 
Republic failed thanks to the courage and 
self-sacrifice of our people. Today, we can 
see more clearly that the FETÖ terrorist 
organization and the powers behind it also 
aimed to damage the relations between 
our countries.

The resilience of Turkey’s strong economy 
even after the coup attempt thanks to its 
solid foundations was clear to everyone. 
We observed trust and stability as soon as 
the markets opened after the July 15 coup 
attempt. Apart from minor fluctuations, 
our economy did not experience any ma-
jor setbacks and functions normally. We 
will implement planned economic reforms 
without compromising fiscal discipline. 

Major projects and investments are go-
ing on without disruption. The Osman-
gazi Bridge was inaugurated on June 30 
and we will open the Yavuz Sultan Selim 
Bridge on August 26 and the Eurasia Tun-
nel on December 20. The first phase of the 
world’s largest airport will be completed 
and opened in Istanbul in 2018. We also 
plan to break ground on the 1915 Çanak-
kale Bridge which will be the world’s long-
est bridge. 

The construction of the Akkuyu Nuclear 
Power Plant should be accelerated

Esteemed Friends,

Mr. Putin and I discussed our relations at 
length in our one-on-one meeting as well 
as during the talks between delegations. 

We were not content with our bilateral 
trade volume that was 38 billion dollars 
back in 2008 which, to our dismay, de-
clined to 24 billion dollars last year. Pre-
viously, we had set an ambitious target of 
100 billion dollars for the trade volume 
between our countries. We believe that we 
should put this target back on the agenda. 
We can quickly reach this target by elim-
inating the barriers in our trade relations 
and introducing new areas of cooperation. 
To that end, the esteemed businessmen 
here need to take on important responsi-
bilities. You can rest assured that as heads 
of state, we will take necessary steps to re-
move the obstacles you face. My friend Mr. 
Putin and I agree on this.

Distinguished Representatives of the Busi-
ness Community,

Turkey’s breakthrough since 2002 is a suc-
cess story that inspires many countries. We 
increased our GDP from 230 billion dollars 
in 2002 to 720 billion dollars in 2015. 

Now, it is very important to reinvigorate the 
project for the construction of the Mersin 
Akkuyu Nuclear Power Plant, which was 
interrupted because of the tension in our 
relations with Russia. This 22-billion-dol-
lar investment will generate 4,500 mega-
watts of power. 

Similarly, the Turkish Stream Project, 
which will consist of two lines, is another 
important step we will take. We will also 
take some steps in the defense industry. 
We will work towards creating a Joint In-
vestment Fund. I believe that the relevant 
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documents for this fund will be ready for 
signing soon. The Intergovernmental Joint 
Economic Commission and other bodies 
such as the Business Council will continue 
to work actively.

Every region in Russia, especially Saint 
Petersburg which we are visiting today, 
attracts attention from Turkish investors. 
Likewise, Turkey has many areas and plac-
es that can attract Russian entrepreneurs. 
We expect the esteemed businessmen to 
take swift and concrete actions with re-
spect to projects that will contribute to 
achieving our goals in economic relations.

With these thoughts, I wish you every suc-
cess and salute you with respect. Thank 
you. 
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